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DEDICATION. 


~ - 


This work is respectfully dedicated to 
TILE PIONEERS, 


long since departed. May the memory of those who laid down their burdens 
by the wayside ever be tragrant as the breath of summer 
flowers, for their toils and sacrifices have made 
Walworth County a garden of sun- 
shine’ and delights. 


AUTHOR’S PREFACE 


In preparing this work, which is not so much a county history as a collec- 
tion of notes to serve the coming Justonan, the following sources of informa- 
tion have been used freely: The printed and manuseript collections of the 
historical societies of the state and county; the records of the adjutant-gen- 
eral’s office at Madison; the Legislative Manuals and other official publications 
of the state; the Geological and Hydrographic Surveys of Wisconsin; the 
county records at [:Ikhorn, including those at the office of the county judge, 
county clerk, clerk of the circuit court, treasurer, register of deeds, and superin- 
tendent ot schoois; the books of the County Agricultural Society; “History of 
Walworth County” (Chicago, 1852); Cravath’s “\nnals of \Wilitewater : 
Simmons’'s “Annals of Lake Geneva": the files of Delavan, Elkhorn and \White- 
water newspapers; the personal recollections of the compiler and of many of 
his known and unknown friends, within and without the county; the tomb- 
stones of forty-five burial grounds: and unreckonable minor or imeidental 
papers, pamphlets, documents and letters. 

\ few words as to the plan and arrangement of this volume may not be 
wholly useless. The theory of its construction is that a local history, its mter- 
est. if any, confined to a narrow plat of ground, cannot have in it too much ot 
the personal element. .\n arch-necromancer’s uncanny skill could not avail to 
restore anything like the semblance, even though but ghostly, of all those men 
who once answered to the names found in the lists of land-patentees of 1838, 
in the juror lists of 1839, and in the town-ofticer lists of 18433 but the patient 
searcher of fading records may find a date, a wife’s name, a lint of heirs 
wrangling over a will—something to show that these men have not all of them 
become as forgotten kings of pre-Mosaic dynasties. 

The neighboring counties, im two states, were much like Walworth in 
their origin and development; and human nature was and is the same im all of 
them, Walworth included. But there were little lines in the lives of the earher 
men and women of Walworth that are vet of some human interest to their 
descendants and successors. Voo little can be recovered of Itves long gone to 
make each one’s tale over-tedious. For most of them, Tittle more than the 
length of a tombstone inscription remains, but for us that hHttle differentiates 
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Walworth from Rock and Mellenry and all the other counties of the Uien 
and the Dominion. 

Ii this work were our county history's last word, far more could with 
reason be required of it than is hereim performed. .\ little, no doubt, worth 
another workman's consideration, 1s added to the store of historic material. 
It will be observed that in the lesser divisions of the volume the towns are 
taken in their alphabetical order for their readier finding. Citizens of each 
town of whom nearly nothing was learned but their names and a date or two 
for cach, are named with their towns. They of whom: more detail was found 
are placed in alphabetical order as a county list. 

It would be pleasing to acknowledge explicitly all the tavors shown by 
old and new friends, official and unofficial; but the tally-list would be very long. 
and omissions would seem coldly careless 1f not intentional. No person, how- 
ever, can make even a barely passable local history without that kindly co- 
operation nowhere to be found more intelligent and willing than in “glorious 
old \Walworth.” 

ALBERT C. BECKWITH. 


Elkhorn, July 15, 1912. 


PUBLISHER’S PREFACE 


All lite and achievement is evolution; present wisdom comes from past 
experience, and present commercial prosperity has come only trom past exer- 
tion and suffering. The deeds and motives of the men that have gone before 
have been instrumental in shaping the destinies of later communities and 
states. The development of a new country was at once a task and a privi- 
lege. It required great courage, sacrifice and privation. Compare the pres- 
ent conditions of the people of Walworth county, Wisconsin, with what they 
were one hundred years ago. [trom a trackless wilderness and virgin land, 
it has come to be a center of prosperity and civilization, with millions of 
wealth, svstems of railways. grand educational institutions, splendid) indus- 
tries and immense agricultural and mineral productions. Can any thinking 
person be insensible to the fascination of the study which discloses the 
aspirations and efforts of the early pioneers who so strongly laid the founda- 
tion upon which has been reared the magnificent prosperity of later days? 
To perpetuate the story of these people and to traee and record the social, 
political and industrial progress of the community from its first inception 
1s the function of the local historian. .\ sineere purpose to preserve facts 
and personal memoirs that are deserving of perpetuation, and which unite 
the present to the past. is the motive for the present publication. The work 
has been in the hands of able writers. who have, after much patient study 
and research, produced here the most complete biographical memoirs of 
Walworth county, Wisconsin, ever offered to the public .\ specially valuable 
and interesting departinent is that one devoted to the sketches of representative 
citizens of this county whose records deserve preservation because of their 
worth, effort and accomplishment. The publishers desire to extend their 
thanks to the gentlemen who have so faithfully labored to this end. Thanks 
are also dune to the citizens of Walworth county for the uniform kindness with 
which they have regarded this undertaking and for their many services ren- 
dered in the gaining of necessary information. 

In placing “Beekwith's Tlistory of Walworth Connty, \Wiseonsin.” before 
the citizens, the publishers can conscientiously claim that they have earried out 
the plan as outhned m= the prospectus. Every biographical sketel in the 
work has been subnutted to the party interested, for correction, and therefore 
any error of fact. if there be any, is solely due to the person for whom the 
sketch was prepared. Confident that our effort to please will fully meet the 
approbation of the public, we are, 


Respectfully, 
THE PUB aes. 
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HISTORICAL 


Chia iia 
PRE-GLACIAL EPOCH—GEOLOGICAL FORMATIONS. 


A few of the more plainly told facts or statements derivable from the 
state and federal geological surveys may at least provisionally account tor 
the present face of Walworth county. In a pre-glacial age (its beginning 
and end not to be more nearly estimated in calendar years than are star dis- 
tances in statute miles) the rock floor of the southern tiers of Wisconsin 
counties was of latest formation and uplifting from the dark waste of waters. 
As to that backward-stretching segment of eternity, geology is at one with 
Genesis: “The earth was without form and void; aud darkness was upon 
the face of the deep.” At the beginning of the period called ‘“eocene”’— 
morning of lfe—and by American writers also named Laurentian, an almost 
solitary island of granite or crystalline rocks, in outline a rudely made V, 
covered most of Labrador, a large part of Ouebee and Ontario, and the more 
northerly provinee of /Kewatin. It had its lower point near the southern 
shore of Lake Superior, and it enclosed between its arms a larger [ludsoit's 
bay. 





Apparentl, rent from this southern point was a much smaller istund, 
lying mostly within the present limits of Wisconsin, but imeluding part of 
the upper Michigan peninsula. Thus early began the relationship of these two 
states, ending geovraphically and politically in 1836. Besides these and a tew 
smaller islands, and excepting the two relatively narrow ridges which marked 
the lines of the Appalachian and the Rocky Mountain systems, all on the con- 
tinent. from Alaska to Panama, was an unlighted. fishless, intavigable sea. 

The rocky materials of these islands, compressed laterally and tolded 
and in other ways distorted by upheaval, and, perhaps, by alternate sub- 
sidence, rose to far greater heights than are now to be seen on earth. [lov 
high they were is only inferred by widely varving conjecture from the great 
but uncertain depth and breadth of the later sedimentary and ctlearcess de 
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posits formed by nature's continent-making agencies, in great part, at least, 
froin the disintegrated and recoimposed materials of those overtowering ranges 
and peaks. The thickly-shrouding vapors which had long shut out the light 
of sun and stars were condensed to water that gathered itself into destructive 
torrents, and the acid-laden atmosphere waited like an obedient servant upon 
the spirit of the flood. There were other helps doubtless, but their dim 
and coninsed record is best translated or hypothetically explained by patiently- 
observing and ingemously-conjecturing geologists. 

\When the solid foundation was laid the surface of the county was left 
far from even. .\t several points within the county borders the upper- 
Iving rock has been found, by measurement of deep wells, at heights above 
sea level ranging say, between 480 and 870 feet—or from 100 feet below to 
nearly 300 feet above the level of Lake Michigan. Great variation of 
heielit has been found at points but a mile or less apart. The bottom of 
the low-lying pre-glacial Troy valley was found at 480 to 500 feet; in East 
Troy and Spring Prairie at 530 to 820 feet: in Lyons and Bloomfield at 643 
to 8o0 feet; in Troy and Lafayette at 480 to 840 feet: in Geneva and Linn at 
700 to &7O feet: m1 LaGrange and Whitewater at 665 to 850 feet: in Sugar 
Creek and Richmond at 600 to 830 feet; in Darien and Sharon at 7&0 to 
810 feet: in Delavan and Walworth at 500 to 800 feet: at Elkhorn 810 feet. 
These measurements, though too few and perhaps too inexact for a sailing 
chart, nav show that the following glacial movements and meltings left the 
surface of the county much better graded for its present uses. An ideal 
column of under-lving strata, as shown by the state’s geologist is. in order 
of time: 


1. (sramite or crystalline rocks. 

2. Unuroman (iron-bearing) rocks. 
3. Potsdam sandstone. 

4. Lower magnesian limestone. 

=. ot. Peters sandstone: 

6 Prenton and Galena linestone. 
7. Aineiinat, (lludsont Rives sac 
8. Niagara limestone. 

e.  Calaciailediitt: 


lor more than one-half of the county the Niagara stratum is wanting. 
and, as depicted on geological charts, a ribbon-like belt of Cincinnati shale 
(dipping toward Lake Michigan) divides it from the Trenton and Galena 
formation. The shale belt reaches from the Minois line, by wav of Linn 
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and Walworth town-line, to the Troys, whence its course is toward the north- 
east corner of the eastern town. 

It is not to be known how many ice sheets have successively covered 
some part or all of the county's area, but the so-named Green Bay and Lake 
Michigan glaciers brought the lower loop of the great Nettle moraine into 
the northern part of Lagrange and Whitewater. .\n attendant or soon fol- 
lowing offshoot of the latter-named glacier moved across Milwaukee, Wan- 
kesha, Racine and Kenosha counties and the Jake-shore counties of Hlinois, 
and formed the Valparaiso moraine, which reached from \Vaukesha county 
to Porter county, Indiana, having Burlington in its line of invasion. A spur 
or branch, now named the Delavan lobe of the Lake Michigan glacier, was 
pushed across \Walworth, covering most of its southern half and its north- 
western quarter, and mecting the Milton and Johnstown moraines of Rock 
county westward and the Marengo drift southward. Delavan lake and its 
outlet divides this lobe, and hence the Darien and Elkhorn moraines. The 
charts also show a conjectural Genoa moraine. less plainly indicated. but not 
improbable. 

The latest and most likely greatest of these invading and overwhelming 
ice sheets found here its southmost limit. The arrested mass, heavily 
weighted with the abundant and various spoils of its northern conquests, 
began the long period of its dissolution. .\s it slowly drapped its burden of 
clay. sand, gravel, pebbles, and boulders its rising torrents found or forced 
their outlets by the winding ways of the present creeks, the valleys of which 
are now far wider than needful to carry gulfward the little floods of spring 
and autumn. To the action of moving and melting glaciers is ascribed thie 
present contour of the county. [t mav be supposed that the irregular sur- 
face of the latest rock deposits turned and in other ways affected the general 
course of the glacier across the county, and that fragments of these rocks 
were borne along from the eastern side of the county to be dropped in towns 
and counties Iving some mules westward. {It 1s even imaginable that the 
tremendons force of the moving mass s{ripped the western part of the 
county of its Niagara stratum, for such effects clsewhere are attributed to 
such cause. It is also possible that the Télkhorn moraine was formed later 
than the parallel Darien moraine, as the melting mass presented the aspect of 
a hodvy retreating with its face to the front. Northeastward from Tetkhorn 
about a quarter of the county is covered with the earlier moraines, the ma- 
terials far-brought from the north and mixed with a large portion of pebbles 
and mud torn and ground from nearer-lving racks. Something considerable 
was added from the outwash of the last great glacier. The drift deposit 
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has been found of greatly varying depth; as at Elkhorn about 275 feet; at 
points of the Darien moraine from 400 to 600 feet; at Yerkes Observatory 
(in Walworth) 405 feet: at adjacent points 1n southeastern Rock county 
Homvoutoo Teel: 

It can not be said with strong assurance that nature’s tremendous form- 
ative work is yet finished for this county. The earthquake vibration of 
1908, so distinctly perceived at Chicago, Aurora, and other points not farther 
away. were also felt for an instant here—barely felt, but unmistakably. It 
is probable that no place between the poles, whatever its latitude. is wholly 
and forever exempt from the action of cosmic or of subterranean forces, 
though man very reasonably believes that this earth, if not made ex- 
pressly for his home, has been made generally habitable for him. The dwel- 
lers of Walworth do not as vet feel as insecure as tf they had chosen their 
homes at the foot of the=\ndes: 


Chiat ii LT. 
SURFACE OF THE COUNTY AND OTHER NATURAL FEATURES. 


_ «At the appearance of human life the surface of the county must have 
been well drained of its greater floods, its higher ridges settled and com- 
pacted. and all that was not covered with water overspread with many forms 
of vegetable growitli—subsistence for many forms of lower animal life. 
Walworth is but a small segment of the great area of the upper Mississippi 
valley and the region of the great lakes, and its superficial aspect 1s in most 
respects that of the greatly favored belt of southern Wisconsin and northern 
Illinois. There is nowhere within the county a height that, except in loose 
local habit of speech. can be called a hill. Neither are there deep-lying, twi- 
lighted gorges, or other features of nature in her more imposing or more 
wanton character. 

HEIGHTS ABOVE SEA LEVEL. 


A few official barometrical measurements, in feet above sea level, may 
give a fair notion of the upper and lower limits of unevenness. Railway sta- 
tions, at which most of these observations were taken, are usnally on lower 
ground than their villages. and somewhat variable figures are shown in dif- 
ferent tabulations. For instance, the height of Lake Micligan is set down 
at 578 feet and also at 580 feet above sea level. 


Allen Grove (old station) ..... S71 UHonev Creek (village) ....... S16 
Allen Grove (new station).... 918 Take Beulah (station)........ 825 
[echedh\ a) 5 SO? mea emcnev ad) ( CILY ) yess e.. 4 878 
[Deiatet. os se Oaee loememee ON) Wace ys <a t -< Soo 
ID a Soy MMe (StTION | 2.2 2 aces so S65 
ienekelakem or Lake Como)... 848 Sharon ...:....--+-+++sse0- 1028 
Wai UOC i SS Qe yp yc s1kea UC (a gran irae repent e-7 848 
Pema sratOml) «0.6.52... GoGmm cite Prainie 26... «cee 920 
i tamemantiwestert corner) 1127 Vroy( citer .........-s.e88: Q&S i 
[ne hol (O16 4 TOS te ect (S11t1011) ... > ae gigs 
Pach Sr SOME A OW ATCE «ics 4 mance, See R23 
Geneva + point on section 19).. 1140 0 Yerkes Observatory ..... 6.6, LO50 
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PRAIRIES, OPENINGS AND FORESTS: 


The prairies are nowhere boundless to the eye, and, but for small areas, 
nowhere quite level or greatly rolling. The primitive forests, with tangled 
undergrowth, reached no great distance backward from the margins of 
lakes and banks of creeks. ‘Timber-openings limited and were limited by 
the prairies, and this both agreeably and usefully to pleasure-loving and 
profit-seeking man. The barren gravel knolls are few and conveniently 
distributed. The marshes were usually small, and several of these have 
been drained. The largest was that part of Honey Creek valley locally 
known as Troy marsh, in southern sections (square miles) of that town; 
and Turtle Creek marsh, in the eastern sections of Richmond. 
Both of these have contracted their area and both will soon be added 
to the acreage of dairy land. Pursuant to an act of Congress, 
September 28. 1850, relating to reclamation of swamp and overflowed lands 
unfit for cultivation, a patent signed by President Pierce, December 13, 
1856, granted to Wisconsin all such lands remaining unsold at passage of 
that act. Proceeds of sales from these lands are invested for the benefit of 
the State University. Tracts of this description selected in Walworth 
county were in the following named towns: 


Dlooitheld.. parts Of SséctionSaa, 24. eee ee ‘160 acres 
East Troy, paris of sections 30.1400). seen So acres 
Latayette, parts Of SechiomS 2c a eee ee ee 281.28 acres 
levons, part Of SCCtiON 20777 gerne eee es 40 acres 
Richmond, parts (of sections 2200232620 ee 1200 aGres 
sugar Creek, patts of sections 19.20.21 amen 4M2.I acres 
Whitewater, parl Of sections 3435 35....— eee So acres 





2284.38 acres 
WATER COURSES. 


Kock river, flowing southward through the county of the same name, 
and thence to the Miussissipp!, and Fox river, flowing in like direction to the 
sane destination through the counties of Racine aud Kenosha, receive all 
the drainage of Walworth. The great divide, for the most part, lies nearly 
diagonally southwest and northwest, along the great moraine. Houey 
ereek and Sugar creek run by nearly parallel courses—the former from La- 
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erauge across the Trovs, thence southward to section 13, Spriug Prairie, 
where it joins the latter within a few rods ot the county line, and meets the 
Fox near Burlington. Sugar creek rises in a marsh near Richmond and 
crosses the towns of Sugar Creek, Lafayette and Spring Prairie. 

The outlet of Geneva lake is rather grandly named White river and is 
joined in Lyons by the outlet of Duck lake, ending its crooked course at 
the city of Burlington. Three streams. the west, northwest and northeast 
branches of the Nippersink, meet a little above Genoa Junction and reach the 
fox a few miles below Richmond, Hlinois. The west branch comes out of 
Linn, crossing and recrossing the state line. The other branches are wholly 
in Bloomfield. The northeast branch 1s an outlet of Powers lake and its 
little companion lakes. Iving along the border of Ienosha county. 

Most of the town of Whitewater 1s drained by the creek of that name, 
which rises near the Richmond line, flows northward, becomes near the city 
a pair of connected ponds, and, passing into Jefferson county, reaches the 
Rock by way of Bark river. Turtle creek rises in Richmond, receives the 
discharge from Delavan lake outlet, crosses Darien (leaving the county near 
Allen Grove). finds its way to the Rock near Beloit, baving crossed the 
towns of Bradford and Turtle. More than one half of the drainage of 
Elkhorn reaches the Turtle by way of Delavan lake inlet and outlet. ‘The 
inlet has but a short course. in northern Geneva and Delavan, south of Iétk- 
horn, and among its names have been Wallings, Phillips, and Jackson's creek. 
Straight southward through Sharon and near its eastern line runs the 
Piskasaw. which crosses the state line, traverses McHenry and boone 
counties to merge itself in the Rock in southeastern Winnebago. Thus by 
its streamlets, once mighty glacial torrents, Walworth is jomed to all the 
oceans between pole and pole. 


LAKES AND THEIR SOUNDINGS. 


The lake region of southeastern Wisconsin includes the countics of 
Dane, Jefferson, Kenosha, Racine, Walworth and Waukesha. The largest 
of the Walworth lakes are Geneva, Delavan, the Lauderdale group, 
and Peulah, all of which have been made known beyond the county 
borders, by the tongues and pens of ien.  tlad Longtellow been provi- 
dentially guided to one or all of these lakes he might have added pleasantly, 
if not greatly, to his “poems of places.” Tle may have felt that local poets 
have rightly some precedence here, and these well-beloved sons emmihic Ivric 
inuse have neither neglected nor flagrantly abused their heaven-sent oppor- 
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tunities. The other lakes, in impartial order of alphabet, are: Army, Bass, 
Booth, two Comos, Tfolden’s, Lulu, Mud, Pell’s, Pleasant, Potter's, Rus- 
sells (or Otter), Ryan's, and Silver. Of these, Pleasant is associated in 
many inids with the Lauderdale chain, and Army, Booth and Mund with 
Beulah. Power's lake, in Kenosha county, has one long shore, with enough 
water to keep its pebbles clean, in Bloomfield. A smaller lake (Middle) las 
an end in Bloomfield and a third (Lower) is wholly in that town, and these 
two Jead the waters of Powers to the Nippersink. 

As far as is known to the Wisconsin Geological and Natural History 
Survey, of all the inland lakes of the state, the deepest is Green lake, in the 
county of that name, 237 feet. The next deepest is Geneva lake, and in the 
clearness and coolness of its water it has no rival. Its surface is 860 feet 
above sea level, and 282 feet above Lake Michigan. Its Iehgth is about seven 
and five-cighths nules and its area 8.6 square miles. Its very variable width is 
shown by the table below, the results of nearly six hundred soundings taken 
on mine lines measured across the ice from shore to shore. The length of 
these lines and the deepest sounding along each are thus given, begining near 
the head of the lake: 

Miles Feet Deep 


Alarengvo Dark to Fresh e\iG = issoctaition.-... Tres Loa. 
( ook s Caniy ae: Galan C Oricegn 4-year Cal 142.0 
(ook se(aiip: CO, 4N mets: Baye eee 2.0 ee oh, 
Nave se Park tostCcd i. Point eee Lgl ee 
A\cvos@ montl of Vy wiliite: lags 2 eer: 0.8 YQ O 
Black Port to. Ciseqeit ave. oe ee ia 121.0 
At othe Narra wissen 2 aeetese oc. oe 0.5 ree 
Pomt to point, a little west of Button’s Bay.... 1.4 Fis 
Manning’s Point to oppasite shore........... 0.8 08.0 


Delavan lake is nearly three and three-fourths miles long and its average 
width about three-fourths of a mile. [ts area is 2.7 square miles. Its great- 
est known depth is 5607 feet. l*or the greater part of its area it is more than 
forty feet deep and little of it less than ten to twenty feet. 

The measnrements and computations for Beulah and its companion 
lakes are shown thus: 


Pitievtly «Vea nee eae ee . Greatest depth, 25.4 feet: area, 125 acres 
Beulal1 Lake— 
LEE Bore aterm ane ...-- Greatest depth, 67.0 feet; area. 260 acres 
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DON GIs pomedtest (epi, Sic feel eile em= Omit Cs 
Su Oa . Greatest depth, 31.5 feet: area. 61 acres 
Fast [roy Lake (.\rmy).... . Greatest depth, 16.8 feet: area, 81 acres 


Sinular tabulation for the Lauderdale chain shows: 


Grech ENG ea Greatest depth, 50.8 feet: area, 282 acres 
VS GIGS BE eS Greatest depth, 50.0 feet; area, B82 acres 
oll MCR SCS ae Civeatest depth, 50.0 feet; area, 708 avtes 


These officially surveved Jakes have been of no inconsiderable economic 
value to the county. Their attractions for summer visitors do not as vet 
wither or grow stale, and their intluence on the valuation ot adjacent real 
estate 1s evident. 

NATURAL PRODUCTS. 


Stone erops out oceasionally along the banks of creeks, but little quarry- 
ing has been found profitable. Cobblestones and boulders were strewn, not 
thickly, as in the rugged farther-east, but not difheult to gather, in the frst 
half century of white man’s needs, for wells and foundation walls. The 
lake shallows and creek bottoms supplied mueli of this homely but readily 
available material. .\ large three-storied hotel was early built at East Troy 
of little more than fist-sized pebbles. and seems time-defying; and a wayside 
inn, now a sober and substantial dwelling, was built at Tibbets before rail- 
ways caine this way, of gravel and hme mortar. 

Brick clay of variable quality has been found aud used from an carly 
date. making a substantial. though often homely article for home builders. 
The best is that at Whitewater. its bricks having the color and hardness ot 
the cream-colored product which once made Milwaukee famous. Generally, 
the bricks from other kilns vary in color from grayish yellow to dull light 
red. Drain tiles have been made for home trade Jor perhaps a quarter- 
century. 

Beds of peat have been worked in the valley of Whitewater creek, but 
without great influence upon the fuel market. Deposits of ochrous earths 
here and there have been worked experimentally, and for a time have raised 
some hopes in the minds of owners. The one great, unfailmg, earth-hidden 
resource is spread over all the towns, at plowing depth below the green sur- 


face. 
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TIMBER. 


There was nothing peculiar to this county in its native trees, shrubs, 
vines, medicinal herbs and weeds. Oaks of the black, burr, pin, red and 
white varieties were by far the most numerous and widely spread, and hence 
most valuable; and these gave their distinctive character to the timber open- 
ings, so inviting to the early comers. Other trees and shrubs were black and 
white ash, basswood, birch, black cherry, black walnut, butternut, red and 
white cedar, crab apple, cranberry, hazel, hickory, ironwood, locust, curly 
and sugar maple, plum, poplar, sumach, tamarack and willow. The oaks. 
at first piled for cabin walls and split for fencing and tuel. were but little 
later hewn for long-lasting framework of houses, barns, mills. churches and 
county buildings, and sawed into scantling. Joists, ineh boards, and half-inch 
siding; and when railways brought in a full supply of pine lumber the older 
trees became the general source of firewood. Some of these fallen lords ot 
the ancient forest may have been thrifty shoots as long ago as the voyages of 
Columbus and Cartier, and many of them must have been acorn-bearers when 
Nicolet came down Rock river valley from the further north, in 1634. A 
few are yet living, seemingly as slow in their dying as m their growing. 
White oak and hickory gave excellent materials to the local wagon makers. 
The earlier joiners found in black walnut a fair supply of easily worked lum- 
ber for inner finish of honses. Since it was taken as it ran through the mills— 





unselected—its color was slightly improved bv painting. 

The settlers early became forest conservators, and there has been little 
wanton or accidental destruction. The needs of pioneers and the later fuel 
supply of farmers and villagers nearly exhausted the dead timber and the older 
living trees within the first thirty vears. For a few more years the oaks of 
second growth gave firewood at a steadily msing price. Thus, good wood, 
often in over-full cords, was sold in 1856 at $2.25 to $2.50: in 1866, in even 
cords, at $4.50 to $5: in 1876, in scant cords, at $5.50 10 #67. im 1296; m 
loads of dead trunks and dynanite-sphit stimps. a scant supply at S6. Coal 
hegan to come into general use after 1870, and is now, with coke, kerosene, 
and gasoline, for kitchen use, the only fuel available for sueh as do not own 
a thriftily managed wood lot. There are yet many fair-looking and valuable 
eroves of trees from six to eight or more inches in diameter, but the fortu- 
nate owners are able to withold the axe for yet a generation to come. Tor 
that space of time, at least, the county will be far from treeless, as the vearly 
erowth seems to be gaining on the few cutters. 
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The climate of Wisconsin is probably modified by the presence of the 
great lakes northward and eastward and by the absence of great wind breaks 
east of the Rocky mountains. The prevailing winds of winter which give 
that season its inost familiar character, blow from the are between southwest 
and north. strongly and keenly. Winds from the lakes are much less frost- 
laden. Snow and rain come from every point of the compass-card. Sudden 
changes of weather often surprise wary observers and are more trying than 
greatest heat or cold. The prevailing winds, which make winter so cruel, 
compensate in the warmer seasons by driving away such miasmas as arise 
froin the shrinking marshes. The fevers of the prairie-breaking period have 
disappeared and have made way for the disorders of riotous or careless living. 
Pulmonary and bronchial diseases are not so common as night be judged 
likely from the general weather conditions, The few epidemies are speedily 
limited in severity and duration by the local physicians and boards of health. 
As long ago as 1857 a physician described the region in which he practiced 
as “distressingly healthy,” and this could have been said as truly of the rest 
Ot (he county. 

The summers are variable as tu length and temperature, but may be de- 
scribed as short and het. There is more complaint of drouth than of ex- 
cessive rain, both of which have been known to spoil the farmer's year; but 
in general the crops grow to fullness and ripen well in spite of pr yphetic 
fears. Untimely frosts, too, sometimes threaten or injure the sprout or the 
imripe ear. The late Robert T. Seymour said, about 1876, that he had been 
twenty-three years in the county and had gathered twenty-one good crops 
of corn. 

In 1859 and 1863 it was noted that there was in cach of these years at 
least one frosty night in each month. .\ man who seemed not overeredulous 
remarked that a friend had heard Solonion Juneau say that an aged) Menomi- 
nee had told him that such years had cecurred quadrennially in southeastern 
Wisconsin for a period reaching as far backwards as 1743. But neither 
1867 nor any subsequent year before leap year has confirmed this simple rule 
of forecasting a season. The summer of 1859. for all its monthly frost, was 
generally hot and dry. The summer of :ort, until near the end Of Nugust, 
was warm and dry, and the first week of July was superheated in city and 
country. In July and August pipe-layers found the clay seareely moist cnough 
to hold together in spadefuls at the depth of six feet. “Then began, tn tine 
to save the crops. short local showers, increasing throughout September and 
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October in frequency and duration, and so restored the normal moisture that 
the surface soil is likely to withstand, if need be, another series of dry sum- 
mers. 

Mr. Dwinnell noted that the winter of 1836-7, endured in new log huts 
by himself and Isaiah Hamblin in Lafayette and by James Van Slyke, wife 
and child at Fontana, was cruelly cold and hard to bear. Mr. Cravath told of 
five feet of snow, January to April, 1843, and a hard winter. Mr. Gale and Nir. 
Sinunons also thus noticed this winter. That of 1856-7 was exceptionally cold 
in Michigan and Wiseonsin, and the next winter, though somewhat less so,was 
made trying by heavy snow and wild drifts. Builders worked out of doors 
in 1857-8 nearly all winter in shirt sleeves. A heavy fall of snow, eacl side 
of New Year's, 1864, was blown into almost impassable drifts, and with this 
such degree of cold as to make the whole month of January for long mem- 
orahle; and this was but shghtly mitigated in I'ebruary. Among later ex- 
tremely cold winters were those of 1872-3, 1874-5. 1887-8, 1894-5. That of 
1875-6 was nuld, and the next, or next but one, was so muddy that it was difh- 
cult to haul half-loads of produee into town. In the first week of November, 
1869, about eighteen inches of snow fell in two days, and lay nearly undis- 
turbed by winds until March. For one full winter sleighing was good where 
the tracks were well beaten. 


WW MEE NORABLE SEASGN. 


The snow blockade of February and early Mareh, 1881, was general 
throughout most of the northern states. The weather of February roth was 
unusually mild. Defore daylight of the 11th began a heavy snow tall, driven 
slantwise at a small angle with the plane of the horizon, from the north-north- 
east, and this continued until roads for long spaces were full from fence to 
fence and deepest railway euts filled to their tops. New levels thus reached, 
the snow was driven onward to regions of warmer air. iter the first heavy 
fall the air was kept full of the finer partieles raised and driven by the long 
unresting gale, constantly setting at naught the work of snow plows and of 
thousands of shovelers. Vhe fields were swept nearly bare between drifts, 
but many farmers found long and hard work between house and barn. Vil- 
lages beeame as petty sovereignties with a policy of non-intereourse. DGesides, 
before the ways were again opened there was reasonable dread of a soon- 
coming want of flour and fuel. lor nearly a month mails were stopped. 
Then, having been notified by telegraph that an accumulation of tie-saeks had 
reached agle from Chicago, by way of Milwaukee, the postmaster at lIk- 
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horn, Mareh 8th, swore in Daniel Lennon as special carrier and sent him out 
by two-horse bob-sled to find lus way and flounder through it as best he 
might. [le returned in twelve hours, himself and team greatly way-worn; 
Mr. Bradlev distributed mail all night, and men received their delayed parcels 
and their newspapers which had become back numbers. Railway travel was 
practically suspended about three weeks. 

The only employment for young men was as volunteer shovelers in the 
nearer railway cuts. They soon discharged themselves with blistered faces 
and necks, and eyes for some days blinded from the reflected heat and glare 
of the sun in the snow pits. Older or less active men, finding liome a cage, 
wallowed through drifts and fought with the gale to reach hotel, saloon or 
store and soon found the fireside gossip there stale and outworn for want of 
new material. 

Nicholas Donoghue died about Mareh ist and his body lay unburied for 
a week or more. Isaac Burson died March sth, at a hotel, and his body lay 
more than forty-eight hours before it could be taken to his relatives, two 
and one-half miles away, toward Delavan. These few instances may show 
the effectiveness of this historic blockade. 

When the snow no longer filled the air and shovelers began to make 
some way through the drifts, men hoped that as the slowly creeping month 
neared the equinox the sun would prevail against the long winter. But, on 
the 19th, the storm returned to Wisconsin, Hlinois and Iowa. It seemed thie 
same snow, driven from the same quarter at the same angle by the same ill- 
intending wind. It was mid-April before all the highways opened. Near the 
end of May the slowly-melting snow and lower ice lingered in such places as 
the hollow next west of the church near Jacobsville. 


Gleb averlh Sei 
INDIAN OCCUPATION—MOUNDS AND RELICS—GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES. 


At the coming of Jean Nicolet in 1634 to Green bay and thence by way 
of Rock river to the Mississippi, Wisconsin was well oecupied by Chippewas, 
Maskoutens, Menominees (Folles Avoines, or wild rice eaters), Outagamis, 
Pottawattomies, Sauks, Winnebagos, and remnants of other Indian tribes. 
Whatever had been their previous inter-tribal relations. the presence and 
influence of the soon-following French missionaries, traders, and garrisons 
tended somewhat to make the wars of these tribes less frequent. 2% tar as 
this condition was brought about at all, it was done, in great part by arraying 
the natives against the English as their common enemy. Charles Langlade 
led his Indians and French hali-breeds to their share in Braddoek’s defeat, and 
In 1760 to the defense of Montreal. 

A few years after New France was no more, British agents directed 
native hostility against the American settlers in the old Northwest Territory as 
the advance guards of the real and forever-encroaching wrongers of the Indian. 
Though after the Revolution the titles of the tribes, from eastern Ohio to 
farther Iowa and Missouri were slowly extinguished by wars and by treaties, 
tor yet a half-century after the peace of 1783 the settlers of Illinois and Wis- 
consin were not secre from the terrors of Indian outbreak. The motley de- 
seendants of Langlade, with their full-blooded Indian friends. fought against 
Harmar, St. Clair and Wayne, in Ohio, and at Tippecanoe and in the war 
of 1812-15 they found work for their too willing hands. By a treaty at Fort 
Harmar, July 9, 1789, General Harrison acting in behalf of the United States. 
the chiefs of the Sauks and Pouttawattomies ceded the district Iving be- 
tween the Fox and the Mississippi. whieh ineluded about two tiers of \Vis- 
consin counties. Black Hawk, always hostile, denied the right of the chiefs 
to give or sell the lands of the tribes. Tis foolish undertaking, In 1832, ended 
i defeat and expulsion of himself and his always intractable tribe, and Indian 
war was no longer possible on this side of the Mississippi. He had received 
some delusive encouragement from the Winnebagos of Rock River valley, 
who may have hoped for him some partial or temporary suceess while they 
dared not help him openly. It does not appear that the Pottawattomies lis- 


WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 39 


tened to his plans, nor that they greatly shared his blind hatred of white men. 
iiciesovwmelandiord rights had been signed away at Fort Ilarmar, and 
the event of the war with England had left them no hope of recovery of their 
avecimeccdoman Dy irick or force. This county had heen a part of their 
patrimony from white man’s earhest knowledge. They had at least three 
villages, as late as the coming of the survevors who staked the corners of 
townships and sections, along the shores of Geneva lake. Bigfoot, one of 
their chiefs, had his village near the site of Fontana, and there was one at 
Williams Bay, and another at the foot of the lake. There had been a village 
on each side of Delavan lake. one at Whitewater, and part of the tribe lov- 
ered on the eastern line of the county, near burlington. Squaws had broken 
eround and raised corn before white men came with plow and hoe and they 
boiled maple sap in the valley of Sugar creek. Thev lingered until 1837 be- 
fore following the westering trail of most of their race. Bigfoot had no con- 
suming love for the evicting white men, and Jess for their ways of life. but 
he was wise and prudent enough to comply with the terms of the treaty which 
had, in effect, given his hunting grounds to the plow and Ins fishing places to 
tourist-laden steamers. It is told of him that he asked of a friendly new- 
comer that the graves of two of his wives and a son should be respected, and 
that on that oceasion he gave way to much like a Caucasian’s emotion. The 
earlier settlers at Geneva. Spring Prairie, and Whitewater saw the disappear- 
ance of these several links between historic and pre-historic Wisconsin. 


MOUNDS AND RELICS. 


Among relies, left for a short time, of the older occupancy were a few 
a period antedating oldest 





mounds of a period which has left no other sign 
Algonquin tradition. One of these, lizard-shaped, with legs outspread, tail 
turned northwardly, was at the flat-iron point of Main and Lake streets, Lake 
Geneva. It was fifty to eighty feet long, ten to twelve feet wide, and two to 
three feet high. A large oak stump at its top gave a partial hint of its age. 
Little more than a block westward was a larger mound, also lizard-shaped, with 
longer tail. Both heads were near the water's edge. -\bout the head of the 
lake were other mounds, in size and shape not easily determinable, and cov- 
ered with woodland growth. On section 31, town of Geneva, between the 
lakes of Geneva and Como, was a bow-and-arrow shaped earthwork. This 
monument of a forgotten race was already badly in need of the “restorers” 
ingenious art. It was eighty to ninety feet long and its form was that ofa 
bent bow with arrow ready for flight toward the larger lake, as 1 unseen 
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bowmen lay forever in wait for unwary or daring trespassers. A little west- 
ward from the city of Whitewater, on the crest of a bluff, was an oblong 
mound measuring sixty-five feet from north to south, twenty feet wide, and 
at its middle about five feet high. Less than a half mile northeasterly were 
three conical mounds, about twenty-five feet across and nearly seven feet 
high. Besides these ancient works there were a few smaller burial mounds 
about the county, not older than the French dominion. This was shown by 
the contents, which included medals, buttons and trinkets of French make,— 
all taken by irreverent white despoilers from these family vaults. Stone and 
flint weapons and articles used in the lodges have been found and are vet 
occasionally found on or but slightly below the surface, in field and wood- 
land, everywhere about the county. Intelligent local collectors have especially 
noticed the abundance of these relics on both sides of Delavan lake. 

It was for long a reasonable conjecture that the several low mounds on 
and about the Lake Lawn farm conceal evidences of pre-historic occupation 
of the shores of Delavan lake. In March, ror1, Ernest F. and Chester \WW. Phil- 
lips began to trench across mounds on the family property, and with much 
labor and persistence verified, at one point, the general surmise. At seven 
feet downward they reached an oblong pit, seven by nine feet, carried about 
two feet farther down into a stratum of loose gravel. The pit was floored 
with loose cobble-stones made even with sand, and its walls were also of loose 
stones in the way of skillful well diggers. Two skeletons sat in opposite 
corners, and twelve more were laid or piled between: but no relics of other 
kind had been placed there, nothing to hint that they were killed in battle. 
sacrificed to the gods of their enemies, drowned while the lake spirit was in 
angriest mood, or swept away by swiftly marching pestilence. .\ local paper 
remarked truly: “The finding of these bones affords rare play for the imag- 
ination.” The pit had been filled with loose earth. and a COVCHiNG On Geli, 
baked from the top to something like the hardness of brick. The mound. 
rounded above all. is about forty feet aeross and four feet high. It is probable 
that the State .\rchaeological Society will in its own time describe with exact- 
ness and fullness, and will deduce with scientific care and conclusiveness. 


GEOGRAPHICAL NAAILES. 


One relic of the long Algonquin occupation is all but absent. that of 
Indian names on the county maps. Only Nippersink and Piskasaw have been 
so preserved, and these, without doubt. in such clipped and weakened forms 
as no Algonquin purist. trying to restore or re-create the classic dialects and 
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literature of Ins people. could accept as better than “pidgi’ Indian. Some of 
fiewtawiers, Ot the county learned a few oi the less dificult Pottawattonie 
words for fannhar objects, but did not permanently enrich the pioneer speech 
with these graceful or vigorous terins. Bigfoot's English name was for a very 
short time given to his lake: but better taste prevailed, and lus only monu- 
iment on the map is but a four-corners postothee on the UWlinois side of a state- 
line road, south of Walworth, though the adjacent prairie in that town ts still 
so named locally. 

The natives had named most of the lakes and creeks, and the present 
names are translations or paraphrases of the Pottawattomie or other original 
terms. But there were alternative forms of a few of these names, as if there 
had been difference of dialect or other circumstance. A few of these uncouth 
names have been preserved, though with some doubt as to accuracy of their 
spelling: 

Bigfoot—Mang-go-zid, Muh-mang-go-zid, Mu-sha-o-zet, Alauk-suek, 
Mank-soe, Pok-toh, Ke-che-sit. 

Duck Creek—She-sheip-se-pee. 

Duck Lake—She-sheip-bess. 

Geneva Lake—Gee-zhich-qua-wauk. Kish-wau-ke-toe. Gee-zihig-wau- 
eid-dug-gah, Kish-wau-keak. 

Honey Creek—Mish-qua-woc, .\h-moo-sis-po-quet-se-pee. 

Sugar Creek—Sis-po-quet-se-pee. 

Swan Creek—Wau-ha-shaw-se-pee. 

Swan Lake—Wau-ba-shaw-bess. 

Whitewater—W au-be-gan-naw-pe-kat, Wau-bish-ne-pa-wau. 

The government's surveyors were instructed to preserve in their field 
notes the native terms for lakes and streams: but such a list as the foregoing 
would have been modified greatly or disregarded wholly in the usage of the 
settlers, few of whom came from Maine and none from Gulliver lands. 


CHaAarigid 
SETTLEMENT OF THE OLD NORTHWEST. 


An early sequence of the peace of 1783 was the removal of the generally 
hostile Iroquois tribes from old Tryon county and farther New York to 
Canada, and the restriction of the remnant families and part tribes of friendly 
Indians to small and but temporary reservations in Genesee Valley. The 
great wilderness westward of the counties along the Tludson and: the lower 
Mohawk were thus opened at once to peaceful settlement. Central, northern 
and western New York, and the bordering tier of Pennsylvania counties, filled 
rapidly with men of New England. Ilunger for broader and more tillable 
helds, and thirst for the “unearned increment” of farm values and _ selling 
prices of village lots—better material conditions—were primary causes of this 
swift, noiseless flight from Egypt. But the secondary cause lay closely behind. 
These work-hardened men were organizers of towns, counties and states: and 
their influence upon political, industrial and commercial life was felt im- 
mediately. .\s they followed the course of the sun, having all the west before 
them and Providence their guide, they threw off much of the burden of older 
colomial ideas, and wherever they halted, they founded a more liberal New 
england, one of the nineteenth century then at hand rather than of the out- 
worn century of the Pilgrims. The great advance guard of the invasion hav- 
ing secured a first choice of farms and town sites, the later divisions of this 
grand army, reinforced by a yet small European immigration, found the great 
lakes an easy road to the broad Northwest Territory. They earried with them 
their household goods and much besides. Caesar and his fortunes were but 
aight burden compared with theirs. If not all of these men were conscious 
of the near-lving possibilities and responsibilities before them, there were 
among them men who hoped greatly for themselves, for their country and for 
humanity. 

Four states had grown from the joint cession of territory by Virginia, 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, and the fullness of time had arrived for Wis- 
consin, Wineh was then known as an Indian country, a fair field for trade in 
furs and whisky, and as having in its southwestern corner a workable de- 
posit of lead ores. (The barbarous heraldry of the state seal quarters the 
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mattock with the anchor, plow, and sledge hanmner, with a nuner and a sailor 
as supporters, almost the last device that could occur to men who knew thie 
state's real resources. But the motto, “forward,” 1s English and signiheant, 
and nearly atones for the blazonry). The establishment of a land ofhee at 
Milwaukee and the contract-letting to surveyors for the work ot finding and 
staking the corners of townships and of their sectional subdivisions was soon 
followed by the long memorable business crisis and panic of 1837. Though 
this was truly a national calamity, it had some determining influence on the 
general character of the first great wave of immigration to southeastern 
Wisconsin and northern Hlinots—the latter then hardly less a wilderness than 
the former—and in some way wrought not il for our county. Settlements 
and nearly atones for the biazonry.) The establishment of a land office at 
tives, friends, and friends’ relatives and friends—tlecing from commercial 
and industrial disaster in the East—to this rather than to some other segment 
of the western paradise. Many of these newer comers journeyed by the easy 
way of the lakes to Milwaukee, Racine and Southport, and thenee by Indian 
trail or territorial road to their much desired Journey's end; for, fair and fer- 
tile as were the fields passed over, there were friends and equally fair prospects 
but a day or two's travel forward. Not a few came overland from their old 
homes in covered wagons—" prairie schooners.” 

The stout-hearted men of 1836 and 1837 had builded better than they 
knew, though they had not worked blindly nor without large purpose. They 
had taken the first step which costs and also counts at so many of men’s be- 
einnings, and which made the way of their followers a little easier than their 


own had been. .\ colonial clergyman, preaching an “election sermon” to men 
of Massachusetts, in 1688, said that God had sifted a whole nation, that Ile 
might send choice grain into the New England wilderness. It was no miterior 
grain, sifted largely from the Eastern states with a not neghgible quantity 
from the British empire and from Germany, which sowed this county with 
home-builders from whom was to proceed a generation of nation-detenders. 

It is not now and here neediul to exalt overduly the character and ability 
of the founders nor to set them greatly above the fair average of \nicrican 
citizens of their time. Few of them were saints, though a large proportion of 
them were God-fearing and man-loving, and nearly all were well bred in obed- 
ience to law and in respect for social order; and all were in some way useful, 
each to others. Their new situation called into ready action the ancient virtues 
of hospitality to strangers at their cabin doors and of neighborly helpfulness 
and indulgence: though they differed sturdily, like men of many minds, wills, 
interests, and prejudices. Like comrades in atms, and hike all who meet like 
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dangers and difficulties, these men soon learned each other's general or special 
value, and neither could nor would they suffer a foible or two to hide true 
worth wholly out of sight; for, just then, men were more wanted than ideal 
perfection in men’s garments. 

The pioneers had left orderly, well-governed communities, where 
churches, schools, public records, newspapers, mails, roads and all such 
agencies as bind men together in large and in small communities are human 
nature's daily needs: and such were the needs of the men and women of Wal- 
worth after their first provision for shelter, food and fuel. Another early need, 
too, has been noted—that of “allotting a portion of the virgin soil as a ceme- 
tery, and another portion as the site of a prison,” and these needs were not 
long neglected. The early settlers included men of such various callings that 
most of the work required by their simpler life could be done among them 
from passably well to skillfully. Besides the indispensable farmers, house- 
builders, mill-wrights, sawyers, millers, blacksmiths, shoemakers, and tailors, 
there came at once surveyors, physicians, preachers, teachers, lawvers, re- 
tailers, inn-keepers, and moneylenders. .\ community so meeting and form- 
ing on prairies and among venerable trees might be likened to houses framed, 
marked and shipped to a colony across the sea, there to “rise like an exhala- 
tion. 

RIRTHPLACES OF EARLIEST MEN OF WALWORTH. 


As to the old homes, it may be said more specifically and without great 
inaccuracy that while every New England state, nearly every county of New 
York. and many counties of the Western Reserve of Ohio sent within a dozen 
years each its contribution, the greater number were from Vermont, western 
Massachusetts and Connecticut, the counties of northern, central and western 
New York. with those along both banks of the !ludson, the northern tier of 
Pennsylvania, and northeastern Ohio. But there were also noticeably men of 
New Jersey, the upper Delaware counties of Pennsylvania and of those along 
her southern tier: besides men who had first sojourned in Michigan, Indiana 
and Illinois. There were a few from “fvangeline-land,” descended from men 
of Connecticut and eastern Long Island who went in 1760-61 to make Nova 
Scotia of .\cadie, and Cornwallis, Horton, and Aylesford from the parish of 
Grand Pre, and also to set up for Rev. Thomas Handley a pulpit in place of 
I'ather Felicien’s altar. 

Men of foreign birth found their way here easily, though they were not 
at first very numerous. As transportation improved, their movement this way 
was somewhat quickened, and more noticeably after the Irish famime of 1847 
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and the German revolution of 1848-49. Irishmen diffused themselves through- 
out the towns and villages and most of them are now hardly known but as 
Americans. Germans lodged themselves at first in the towns along the east- 
ern county line, but have set themselves no such permanent limit. Tlardly one 
of the thirty-two counties of Ireland is unrepresented here. Nearly every 
German state, large and small, has furnished the county with some share of 
its muscles and its mind, though the later arrivals appear to be chietly from 
the northern parts of the empire. Norwegians came in time to buy govern- 
ment land, and their names are found mostly in town records of Lagrange, 
Richmond, Sugar Creek and Whitewater. There has never been a noticeable 
colored element of our population, owing, most likely, to the superior attirac- 
tions of the greater cities along Lake Michigan and Rock river. [low much 
our foreign-born citizens are of us as well as with us may be inferred fairly 
from some hundreds of names of soldiers of the Civil] war. The number of for- 
eign-born citizens now living here is but a small proportion of the whole popn- 
lation. 


CEA Peri 
SURVEYS—GENEVA LAKE TROUBLE—ARRIVALS. 


\Whencesoever they came. the men of 1836-61 were mostly of American 
descent. and all of American ideas, beliefs, feelings, habits and purposes, as 
they well proved in their later lives as well as in the current of all their lives. 
It was quite natural for these men, when their most pressing home wants were 
supplied by their activity and ingenuity, to call themselves together to or- 
eanize for local self-government: and within six years a part of the lately un- 
bounded wilderness had been set off by mathematically determimed county 
lines with sixteen township subdivisions, and as many new names added to 
the national gazetteer. Thus geographical definiteness took the place of New 
France and Northwest Territory, and town 3 north, range 18 east, became 
Spring Prairie. 

CONTEST AT LAKE GENEVA. 


He who first stands upon soil hitherto untrodden by civilized men, him- 
self for the hour the vanguard of westward-moving empire, instinctively looks 
about him for water and timber. Mills must be built. and water power sites 
are likeliest to be soon at a premium. Fence, at first sight the attractions at 
the foot of Geneva Lake were irresistible. Similar, though not equal, oppor- 
tunities at the lakes of Delavan and Whitewater and at the rapid places of 
the several creeks could not for long be overlooked. The sub-contract for 
establishing township lines from Beloit eastward to Lake Michigan had been 
let in 1835 to John Brink and John Todgson, who, with Jesse Eggleston, 
Reuben ‘T. and William Ostrander as assistants, begai work ininediately. 
Taking two tiers of towns at once they reached Geneva lake early in Septem- 
ber. They meandered (in surveyor’s sense) the cireum ference of the lake and 
inade the first official chart, showing its fornt and area. .\t the foot of the 
lake Mr. Brink took note, on his own and Elodgson’s account, of golden possi- 
bilities there, blazed and marked a few trees to indicate the priority of hus 
claini to the town site and water right, and passed eastward with his compass 
and field notes. He was a native of Ontario county, New York, lus birthplace 
near Geneva, which is at the foot of Seneca lake. Tle may have read of Lake 
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Leman and the etty of the Allobroges and of John Calvin. However this. may 
have been, he did not like the name of Bigfoot, by which Mrs. Kinzie. as early 
as 1832. had mentioned the lake, nor any of its Pottawattomie equivalents or 
alternatives—all barbarously uncouth and nearly irreducible to writing. Tle 
then and there nained the lake for all coming time. and his good taste has 
never been questioned: for even the land office did not insist upon “Gee- 
zhich-qua-wauk,” or “Wish-wau-ke-toe.”” The western end of this gift of the 





glaciers had been passed not infrequently by officers and soldiers on their 
journeys between Chicago and Fort Winnebago (Portage City). .\bout 1830 
Lieut. Jefferson Davis had ridden by that route, and in his latest years re- 
called his pleasing impressions of his view of the lake as he passed. 

In 1832, as soon as Black Hawk and his tribe were defeated and driven 
across the Alississipp1, the bloody disturbanees—killings, scalpings and burn- 





ings—about Naperville ended forever. It was thus safe for Christopher 
Payne to leave the fort at Chicago and go in search of the mill site at the foot 
of Geneva lake, a fair description of which had been given him by a half- 
breed trader. He reached the Nippersink valley. in Bloomfield, but for want 
of food for a much longer journey forward he went back to Chicago. Had 
he found the trail and followed it for another hour or two he would have 
reached the object of his search about three years earlier than Mr. Brink's 
arrival, and the annals of earliest Lake Geneva would have lost a long and 
but moderately interesting chapter. karly in 1836 he set forth again, this 
time from Squaw Prairie, near Belvidere, and with him George W. Trimble, 
his son-in-law, and Daniel Mosher. .A\t the end of two days he found the 
null site and the unplatted city. but did not find (or he disregarded if he 
found) Mr. Brink's claim-marks. Tlaving eaten their provisions, they went 
back, but came again in March, built a log house and returned to Squaw 
Prairie. Early in April they were a third time on the ground, and they began 
to build a dam across the outlet. 

John Hodgson. of the surveying party. whose work had been to stake 
section corners within Mr. Brink’s township lines. and Wilham Ostrander had 
been left to occupy and improve the claim as made in 1835, aud to prevent 
encroachment. They. too, had claims there. Mr. Payne came while they 
were at Milwaukee whither they had gone for provisions. The winter at 
Geneva was loug and lonesome, and Milwaukee was more attractive, even im 
its infaney.—else Payne's three comings, in the course of two months, would 
not have escaped their earlier notice. On their return they tried what words 
and turf-throwing would do and then sent to Milwaukee for reinforcements. 
In the short meantime other men had become interested. Brink's men at 
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Geneva had sold a quarter interest in his claim to Charles .\. Noyes and 
Orrin Coe: and Payne's son, Uriah, after the first defeat, had given his one- 
third share of his father’s claim to Robert Wells Warren, for which the latter 
agreed to help in recovering and holding the larger remnant. Alr. Warren 
was as bold and persistent as Payne, and much more resourceful and politic 
than the old frontiersman. The needs of the situation soon compelled com- 
promise, and Mr. Ilodgson, acting in Mr. Brink’s name, sold all rights in 
dispute for two thousand dollars. Peace was restored, but anger and resent- 
ment were not soon soothed into forgetfulness. On the one hand. Payne com- 
plained that he had been forced to “buy his own pocketbook” at an extortion- 
ate price. On the other side, Brink and Reuben T. Ostrander denied Ilodg- 
son's authority to sell more than his own claim. Other men were coming to 
the building of a new city, and their ears were soon tired of these complain- 
Ings. 


ARRIVALS AT OTHER TOWNS IN 1836-7. 


While this war was breaking out Palmer Gardner had settled quite peace- 
fully on section 26 of Spring Prairie, and Gardner's Prairie was tor long 
afterward a convenient geographical term for that part of the township. 
Though then unmarried, he built a cabin, broke ground, and raised a crop of 
erain and putatoes. Tle was not without neighbors, even in 1836. Ten or 
twelve families came that year, and a few single men besides. 

In 1835 Major Jesse Meacham, a soldier of 1812-15, and .\dolphus 
Spoor set out from Washtenaw county, Michigan, to look before leaping into 
anew Troy. They marked their claims. and the next year came with families 
and goods to stay and pass thence into local history. 

isa Blood, later of Sugar Creek, and a young man named Roberts, of 
whoin later trace is not thus far found in records, built a cabin near the village 
of East Troy. on the north side of Honey creek. Mr. Roberts appears to 
have made and sold an carher claim in Troy. This later act and sign of pos- 
session was in the spring of 1836. 

James Van Slyke had first halted, with lus family, at the foot of the 
lake: but in the fall of 1836 he built Ins house near Bigfoot's village in the 
town of Walworth. A child, named Geneva, had been born at the other end 
of the lake, and Miss Van Slyke and her parents passed the first winter of her 
life in the new house at l*ontana. 

Tlarry IWimball came late in 1836 and made his claim on section 6, of 
Bloomfield, within easy distance of the settlement at Geneva, and went home 
to Cooperstown, New York. The next spring he came with his son, Oramiel, 
and built his house. 
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Col. Samuel [aulkner Phoenix entered the county, at its Spring Prairie 
gateway, early in July, 1836. After a few explorations of the country about 
Dueck, Geneva and Swan lakes and Sugar creek, keeping Spring Prairie as his 
base of operations, he determined his settlement, early in .\ngust, by taking 
his movables to the bank of Swan Jake outlet, and with him went Allen Per- 
kins. Abont two months later William Phoenix, the Colonel's cousin, reached 
the new city with his family. Henry, the Colonel's brother. presently came 
and the two became partners in business. Having founded his city and dedi- 
cated it to perpetual temperance, the Colonel named it in honor of Edward C. 
Delavan, of Albany. .\ few vears later Swan lake was renamed Delavan. Mr. 
Perkins soon returned to the eastern side of the county, leaving all the honors 
and prospects at Delavan to the house of Phoenix. 

Isaiah Hamblin came earliest to Lafayette, with his wite as evidence of 
his intention to stay. This was in June, 1836. Rev. Solomon Ashley Dwin- 
nell, Ehas Hicks, Alpheus Johnson, Sylvanus Langdon, Charles Chauneey 
at least, to mark their 





Perrin, and Isaac Vant came before the vears end 
several claims. Mr. Dwinnell notes that the followmg winter was unus- 
ually severe. Honses had been built, and some of these were occupied in 
spite of the difficulties of place and season. 

Major John Davis, thongh unmarried, built near Silver lake, in Sugar 
Creek, and lived somehow throngh the winter of 1836-37 under fis own ridge- 
pole. The next year bronght him neighbors, but he moved onward, out of 
county annals. 

Late in 1836 John Powers built his house in the town of Linn, not tar 
from Mr. Payne's at Geneva and Mr. Wimball’s in Bloomfield. [tis family 
came at next springtime, and thus perfected his citizenship of Linn. 

The settlement at Elkhorn was planned in 1836 by LeGrand Rockwell, 
his brother, and their friend. Horace Coleman. arly in 1837 Mr. Rock- 
well and Mr. Coleman came to find the stake where the four central towns 
met. At Spring Prairie, Hollis Latham joined them. Withm another fort- 


night Mr. Rockwell, with Daniel FE. and Milo I. Bradley, but without Mr. 
perhaps hecause it 





Coleman, who thought not over well of the proposed site 
lacked water power—were again at the pivotal stake. They built a cabin on 
section 6 of Geneva. Mr. Latham made his claim in the same section, and 
Albert Ogden, who had come with them from Milwaukee, chose his home In 
section 1 of Delavan. The elder Bradley had come in the interest of Lewts J. 
Higby, who afterward bought land in section 5 of Richmond. 


e) 
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THUECPIRST SETTLER: 


Whatever honor may be due to the memory of the first actual settler 
within the county, that is the unquestionable right of Christopher Payne, a 
man who—to compare the smaller with the greater—was much of the texture 
and quality of the famous frontiersmen of the post-Revolutionary period, and 
a not unworthy forerunner of the men of the pioneer years. His priority of 
settlement, though it was by a few weeks only, is clear enough, and his easily 
admitted claim to such distinetion may be regarded as yet stronger from his 
adventure in 1832. As to the great dispute, Judge Gale and Mr. Simmons, 
both high-minded men and good lawyers, were of opinion that Mr. Brink 
was wholly in the right. Had neither he nor Mr. Payne ever crossed the 
county line the first settlement would have been made early in 1836, and the 
site of Lake Geneva would not long have been overlooked nor unoccupied. 
Before the end of 1837 every town was more or less settled, though neither 
the towns nor the county had been offieially named. In earlier reeords, as at 
the land-office, these minor divisions are deseribed as towns 1, 2, 3, 4, north 
of hase line on the boundary of Hlinois and Wisconsin, ranges 15, 16, 17, 18 
east of meridian passing northward along the western line of Lafayette 
POUILY. 

CONTESTED CLAIMS. 


The first comers sometimes found worse to meet and overcome than the 
sullenly retiring Indians, hard winters and all the hardships of breaking 
ground for planting a new community. To mark a few trees, or even to build 
a hut, did not in every instance secure the actual settler in possession of lis 
claim; thongh pubhe opinion, as represented by his neighbors, was on the side 
of equitvy—that is, was favorable to the man who came to stav as against 
grasping speculators. Judge Gale wrote of these permeiously enterprising 
ventry: ‘The alternating prairies, openings, and groves of heavy timber, 
meandered with numerous creeks and small rivers having an abundance of 
water power, early attracted attention of explorers; and while the surveyors 
were at work in the spring and sunmner of 836 these adventurers were thread- 
inv the vallevs and selecting advantageous sites for imaginary villages and 
cities. These baseless claims were sometimes insisted on as real, when neces- 
sary to give priority over some ‘intruding actual settler who had made his 
claim at the same place; and the sheht differences of memory between con- 
tending claimants were settled in favor of him who eould rally to his aid the 
most pugnacious followers.” 
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Mr. Dwinnell wrote that in 1837 the settlers organized associations for 
mutual protection in holding three hundred and twenty acres each,—each un- 
marned woman one hundred and sixty acres. Fathers were allowed one 
hundred and sixty acres for each minor son. Committees were chosen to try 
aud to settle disputed titles. An instance of committee-justice is told. The 
defendant in possession was found to have a clear right, but was obliged to 
pay halt of the costs of an unreasonable neighbor's attempt to eject him. Few 
settlers had money, but such as had valuable timber claims were helped by 
the money lenders at the moderate rate of one hundred per cent. for three 
years’ use. Such easy terms were quite providential for men who had soon 
exhausted such slender means as the cost of their westward movement had 
left them. To these several aids to prosperous settlement was added the long- 
famous currency of the period. Since wampum had just been demonctized, 
this paper stuff. when brought to this side of the Jake, was in effect legal 
tender; but not so if the latest holder, who had had no choice but to accept it. 
should try to move it in the direction of its source at Kalamazoo or Tecumseh. 


LAND SAYLES. 


A land sale of one hundred townships in southeastern Wisconsin was 
advertised by the land office at Milwaukee, to begin November 19, 1838. The 
settlers. mostly unprepared to pay, asked and gained a delay until lebruary 
18. 1839. Sales began with townships 1 to 10, ranges from lake shore west- 
ward, and amounted to four or five townships daily. The lands of tlis county 
were sold between February 25th and March sth, and the settlers held their 
own claims. Sales were made to lughest bidder on each tract, starting at the 
sovernment’s minimum price, one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. Alen 
of Walworth would have shown themselves degenerate descendants of their 
eastern ancestors had they not found some useful device by which to prevent 
competitive bidding. The several home associations were represented by 
agents empowered to buy for their non-attending meighbors, and these agents 
were numerous enough to constitute an effective physical force if, im their 
judgment, fair play should need such help. If the minimum price was ratsed 
an agent would follow until his bid became highest—as ligh, if necessary, as 
twenty dollars. If paviment was not made that day the bidding was void, and 
the same Jand was started next day at the lowest rate, and was usually sold 
at that price without further annoyance from previous competitors. Tt, how- 
ever, a speculator was disposed to renew his bidding. the affair became the 
concern of all the agents. Such presumption was seon beaten out of the man 
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who dared to oppose superior numbers, or was washed away in the otherwise 
undefiled water of Menominee river. Christopher Payne and Major Meacham 
were not the only ready-witted, stout-willed, rude-handed men then in Wal- 


worth. 


CHAP LER NE. 
POLITICAL ORGANIZATION. 


Wisconsin, having passed from French to English and thence to .\meri- 
can possession, was included in the old Northwest Territory until 1800, when 
it became part of Indiana Territory. In 1809 it was joined to Mlnois Terri- 
tory, and in 1818 to Michigan Territory. the latter organized in 1805 In 
1836 the territory of Wisconsin (less the northern peninsula given to Michi- 
gan to placate her for tlie loss of the Ohio strip) was organized, and in 1838 
flowa was detached from its imperial domain. On admission as the thirtieth 
American state. in 1848. it suffered the loss of the region between St. Croix 
river and the upper Mississippi. 

With territorial government came need of new counties. Towa, Craw- 
ford and Milwaukee were at once set off from Brown (with Des Moines and 
Dubuque across the river). In 1838 Milwaukee county, though much the 
smallest of these. was most sub-divided, and one of the new counties was 
named for the then chancellor of the state of New York, Reuben Ilyde Wal- 
worth. of Saratoga, the last of a short, illustrious line of judges (beginning 
in1777 and ending with 1847). But not as chancellor was he thus honored 
in Wisconsin. He was also president of the New York State Temperance 
Society, and his name, with that of Edward C. Delavan, of Albany, were 
thought peculiarly fit for a new county and one of its towns,—since the town 
was already founded on a moral idea, and pious men of Delavan, Spring 
Prairie and Geneva were trying to build the county on the same foundation. 
Judge Walworth was born in 1788 and died in 1867. Tn 1848 he was the 
defeated Democratic candidate for governor, his name on the Cass and 
Butler ticket of the divided party. Tle lived to compile a valuable genealogy 
of his mother’s family, descendants of John Hyde, of Norwich, Connecticut. 

Walworth county lies along the northern line of Hlinois, its castern side 
about twenty-seven miles from the slightly irregular shore of Lake Michigan. 
It is twenty-four miles square. its center in latitude 42° 41’ north, and longt- 
tude 88° 32’ west. The bordering counties are Rock on the west. Jefferson 
and Wankesha north, Racine and Kenosha east. Boone and MecJfenry sonth. 
Its sixteen townships were in 1838 included in five towns. of which Delavan 
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was the southwestern quarter of the county, Elkhorn the northwestern quar- 
ter, Geneva the southeastern quarter, while the northeastern quarter was just- 
ly divided between Spring Prairie and Troy. In 1842 a census was taken for 
reapportionment of legislative representation. Sheriff Mallory and Under 
Sheriff Oatman performed this work, and Mr. Davis recorded their returns 
in Vol. I, pp. 422-446, of Mortgages. It is evident from the face of this 
record that the returns were clerically well made. Mr. Davis was a shrewd 
and competent business man, but his spelling and writing were rather old- 
fashioned, even for seventy years ago. Fle followed his copy with faithful 
intent, and the list of eight hundred and seventy-five names has as few errors 
as most of such records. Only the heads of households are shown by name, 
with number of males and females set against each name. It is plain that 
many unmarried men thus missed entry by name; for several households 
numbered from twelve to twenty-five. The sum of this enumeration, if the 
registers crabbed figures are rightly read and added. was four thousand six 
hundred and eighteen. The five towns had become nine, and a tenth was fore- 
shown by returning two sheets for Troy. Richmond and Whitewater had 
been taken from Elkhorn; Darien and Walworth (the latter including 
Sharon) from Delavan; while Geneva and Spring Prairie were unchanged. 
In a year or more afterward each land-office division had been named and 
organized for home rule. The village of Etkhorn, laid out in 1837, spread 
itself loosely into four sections, lying in as many towns. This was soon found 
inconvenient for various county purposes, and in 1846 section 1 of Delavan, 
section 6 of Geneva, section 31 of Lafayette, and section 36 of the town of 
Elkhorn were set off as a new town and village of Elkhorn, and the larger 
remnant of the old town was renamed Sugar Creek. Thus, the list of towns 
became complete: Bloomfield, Darien, Delavan, East Troy, Elkhorn, Geneva, 
Hudson, Lafayette, Lagrange, Linn, Richmond, Sharon, Spring Prairie, 
Sugar Creek, Troy, Walworth, \Whitewater. In 1865 Hudson was newly 
named Lyons. (In the newer county of St. Croix the names of Hudson, 
Richmond, Springfield and Troy are repeated. ) 


CONGRESSIONAL AND LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS. 


At the four sessions of the second Territorial Assembly, 1838-40, one 
inember sat in the Council and two in the House of Representatives for the 
joint district of Rock and Walworth counties. At both sessions of the third 
Assembly (December, 1840, and December, 1841). four members appeared in 
the lower Ilouse. At the fourth Assembly two councilmen sat for the dis- 
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trict. At the fitth (and last) Assembly, 1847-48, these counties were separ- 
ately represented in both ]Iouses. 

When Wisconsin put on statehood, in 1848, the counties of Jefferson, 
Green, Milwaukee, Racine (including Kenosha), Rock and Walworth con- 
stituted the first of her two congressional districts. In 1852 Jefferson, Green 
and Rock were made part of a new district, the other countics remaining the 
first of three districts. In 1862 the tirst district was left unchanged, though 
the state had gained three members of Congress. In 1872 Milwaukee was 
dropped and Rock added. Jn 1882 Waukesha was exchanged for Jefferson. 
From 1892 to 1912 the counties of the first district have been Green, Kenosha, 
Racine, Rock and Walworth. 

For the state Senate thirty-three members were chosen biennially—for 
odd-numbered districts in even-numbered years, for even-numbered districts 
in odd-numbered years—until 1882, when the sessions becapie biennial and 
the terms quadrennial. Walworth was a senate district from 1848 to 1870,— 
at first nuinbered fourteenth. In 1853 it was numbered twelfth. In 1872 it 
was joined to Kenosha and numbered eighth. In 1892 it was joined with 
several towns of Rock to make the twenty-fourth. This apportionment was 
found unconstitutional, because not composed of entire assembly districts, and 
in 1896 the two assembly districts of Walworth, with one of Jefferson, made 
up the twenty-third senate district. Since 1902 the whole of these two coun- 
ties compose the twenty-third. 

From 1848 to 1851 the county chose five assemblymen. The towns of 
the first district were East Trov, Spring Prairie, Trov. Those of the second 
district were Lagrange, Richmond, Whitewater; third district, Darien, Linn, 
Sharon, Walworth; fourth district, Bloomfield, Geneva, [ludson; Ofth district, 
Delavan, Elkhorn, Lafayette, Sugar Creck. z 

Promiete5e to 1555 there were six districts: tl irst, Elkhorn, Geneva, 
Hudson; second, Lafayette, Sugar Creek, Troy; third, East Troy, Spring 
Prairie; fourth, Lagrange, Richmond, Whitewater: fifth, Darien, Delavan, 
Sharon; sixth, Bloomfheld, Linn, Walworth. 

From 1856 to 1865 the county was divided quarterly: the Geneva dis- 
trict numbered one, the Delavan district two, the Whitewater district three, 
the East Troy district (with Elkhorn) four. 

From 1866 to 1883, three districts: [irst, Darien, Delavan, Rachmond, 
Sharon, Walworth; second, Bloomfteld, likhorn, Geneva, Lafayette, Linn, 
Evonem opie: Prairie; third, iast Vroy, Lavrange, Sugar (reck, Troy, 
Whitewater. 
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From 1884 to 1890 (with biennial terms) the western halt of the county, 
less the town of Walworth, was the first district. The rest of the county, 
including [lkhorn, was the second district. 

From 1892 to 1900 the northern half, with Elkhorn, became the first 
district, the eight southern towns the second district. One more reduction, in 
1902, has made the whole county one assembly district. 

This steady loss of representation is due to the small increase of popu- 
lation here since the monetary panic of 1857, while Milwaukee and the north- 
ern counties have multiplied mightily. The several Federal enumerations 
have shown but one decrease—between 1860 and 1870: 


TAO eR een iicceny ere 2,611 SOO nyce ee area 26,249 
DSSOr gr Gee ere eee ee 17.932 1 SOO ae ee oe 27 860 
Ths Gh Pe ceenete rel Le Ria eee we 26.496 KOQOOS anes ee eee 29,259 
IGN ZO} wah Basco ean hetener aero ae 25,072 RQ Osi eterna tea eee 29,614 


The legislative membership is constitutionally fixed at thirty-three sena- 
tors and one hundred assemblymen, aud thus Walworth’s loss is gain else- 
where in the state. But the county has yet some noticeable influence in legis- 
lation, and she is vet of some appreciable political value. 


JUDICIAL] CIRCUTES. 


In 1837 citizens of the present county of Walworth went to Milwaukee 
as plaintiffs or defendants in cases at law. In 1838 the county was attached 
temporarily, for judicial purposes, to the new county of Racine. In April, 
1839, a federal judge held a term of court at Elkhorn. The federal judicial 
district of eastern Wiscensin includes Walworth. One citizen of this county, 
the late George Nelson Wiswell, was President Harrison's federal marshal 
for this district. 

From the beginning of state government this county has been of the 
first judicial circuit —until 186g, with Green, Kenosha, Racine and Rock; 
since that year, with Kenosha and kKacine only. Cirewit judges are chosen 
at April elections, their term of six years beginning in the following Janu- 
ary. The current term of office began on the first Monday of January, 1908. 

Judges of probate were chosen in the period between 1T&yo and 1840. 
A line of county judges began in January, 1850. Their functions were sub- 
stantially those of the probate judges, with shght additions to their jurisdic- 
tion in later years, until 1907. “.\n act to confer civil and eriminal jurisdic- 
tion on the county court of Walworth county” was published June 20th of 
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that vear. By this act the county court has concurrent jurisdiction with the 
circuit court in all actions of law and equity in which the sum at issue does 
not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars: in actions of foreclosure of mort- 
gages and mechanic's hens: in actions for divorcees and annulinent of mar- 
riage contract; of title to real estate: of partition of real estate; and in all 
criminal cases except murder, manslaughter and honucide. Issues of fact 
may be tried with or without jury. Since 1901 special terms of county court 
nay be held at Whitewater. Of course, all the county judges have been 
lawvers of good personal and professional repute: though, in 1885, a some- 
what vigorous effort was made to open the way to the county bench for men 
not bred to the “insipid clamor of the bar.” The act of 1907 seems not likely 
to encourage another stich movement. 


Cha Pi lea 
POLITICAL REPRESENTATION. 


At the first session of the second Territorial Assembly (which was the 
first session held at Madison), beginning November 26, 1838, Col. James 
Maxwell, of the town of Walworth, appeared in Council for the counties 
of Rock and Walworth, and held his seat through that and the next As- 
sembly, which latter body adjourned February 19, 1842. To the fourth 
Assembly came Charles Minton Baker, of Geneva, serving from December 
5, 1842, to February 3, 1846. His colleague for the joint district, which 
now had two members, was Edward Vernon Whiton, afterward the first 
chief justice of the Wisconsin supreme court. A high estimate has been 
placed upon the personal character and judicial fitness of Judge Whiton. 
They who best knew Judge Baker rated his ability little 1f any lower and 
his character quite as highly. At the fifth (and last) Territorial Assembly, 
Dr. Henry Clark, of Walworth, served in Council from January 4, 1847, to 
Niateliets,, Toto: 

Othni Beardsley, of Troy, sat in the second Assembly as representative 
of this part of the joint district. At the next Assembly the district represen- 
tation was doubled, and Dr. Jesse Carr Mills, of Spring Prairie, with ugh 
Long, of Darien, were chosen; but Mr. Long resigned after one session 
and Dr. James Tripp, of Whitewater, served for the second session. Dr. 
Tripp. with John M. Capron, of Geneva, were chosen to the fourth ss- 
sembly, serving at the first session. At the second session Wuilhani s\yres 
Bartlett, of Delavan, took Dr. Tripp's seat. At the third session Salmon 
Thomas, of Darien, and Dr. Mills replaced Messrs. Bartlett and Capron. 
At the fourth session this unstable membership was composed, for Wal- 
worth, now detached from Rock, of Warner Earl, of Whitewater, and 
Gaylord Graves, of ast Troy. The last Assembly held two regular sessions, 
with a special session between. At the first of these appeared m Council, Dr. 
Ilenry Clark, and as representatives Palmer Gardner, of Spring Prairie, and 
Charles .\. Bronson, of Lagrange. To the other sessions went Itleazar 
Wakeley, of Whitewater, and George Walworth, of Spring Prairie, as rep- 


resentatives. 
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Among the earhest attentions at the capitol to the affairs of this county, 
and previous to 1838, was the appointinent of justices of the peace by Gov- 
ernor Dodge and the consenting Couneil. There were William Bell for 
Walworth, Wilham Bowman for Sugar Creek, Gaylord Graves for East 
Troy, Truman Hibbard for Troy, Thomas McKaig for Geneva, Col. Perez 
Merrick for Lafayette, Benjamin Carpenter Pearce for Spring Prairie, Jedu- 
thun Spooner for Sugar Creek, Salmon Thomas for Darien and Delavan. 
and Israel] Wilhams, Jr., for Linn. 

The county having been set off by legislative act early in 1838, there 
was yet time within the same year to nominate and elect county officers. The 
chosen were for sheriff, Sheldon Walling, of Geneva (near [lkhorn); for 
register of deeds, LeGrand Rockwell, of [eIkhorn village; for treasurer, \Will- 
iam Hollinshead, of Delavan; for surveyor, Edward Norris. of Delavan: for 
coroner, Holhs Latham, of Elkhorn; for county commissioners: For one 
year, Benjamin Ball, of Linn; for two years, William Bowman, of Sugar 
Creek; for three years, Nathaniel Bell. of Lafayette. In that year the vote 
of the county, confirmed by the Legislature, made Elkhorn village the county 
seat. The other competitor villages were Delavan, Geneva and Spring 
Prairie. 

The county commissioners met and organized, and the county officers 
began their terms of office and their duties January 7, 1839, and that day 
may be regarded as one of the birthdays of Walworth county. The records 
remain to show how the conmnissiouers and the register of deeds discharged 
their respective funetions. The treasurer and coroner lived to be called old 
men, and yet died before they had become no longer useful to their fellow 
citizens, whom they had served in many ways. Their ability was equal to 
the needs of any service their modesty would permit them to undertake, 
their official integrity unquestioned, and their lives blameless. Neither of 
them was ever known to evade a plain duty or to perform it carelessly or in 
other wavs badly. Less is now known of the surveyor, and nothing to his 
personal] or official discredit. The sheriff had been, as he led his neighbors to 
think, suppose, or concede, a brigadier-general of New York militia; though, 
at his death in 1875. his widow could not find his commission among his 
half-dozen best-kept papers, nor remember which Governor had signed it. 
The adjutant-general's office at Albany may contain the records of such an 
appointment. He was competent to instruct in the rndiments, at least, of 
Scott's drill of the company, and he had some skill with drum-sticks. Ils 
duties as sheriff seem to have been performed fairly, and in the condition 
of the county roads for at least half of the year such duty as that of sum- 
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moning jurors must have tried the resoluteness of even a brigadier-general. 
He was an unconvertible Democrat, and hence was seldom afterward called 
into public service. 

The following is a transeript from the journal of the first meeting of 
the county commissioners : 

“At a meeting of the com. of Walworth County held at the house of 
Daniel FE. Bradley on Monday the 7 day of Jany 1839 Present Benjanun 
Ball Nathaniel Bell and Wilham Bowman and proceeded to appoint VA 
MeCraken Clerk of the board of Com. License was granted to R. W. 
Warren to keep a Tavern in the village of Geneva untill the first day of 
January 1840. for the sum of five dollars 

“The meeting adjourned to meet again on the 18th dav of March, 
1839 at the house of Daniel E. Bradley 

“Aitest VA le Craken 
“Clerk” 

Thus the record runs, word, letter and point. At the third session, 
April rst, store licenses were given to Andrew Ferguson, at Geneva, and to 
Henry & Samuel I. Phoenix, at Delavan; and the fee imposed with each 
license was ten dollars. To Othni Beardsley, at Trov, Ansel A. Hemenway, 
at Spring Prairie. Greenleaf Stevens Warren, at Geneva, and Israel Wilhams, 
at Walworth, tavern licenses were granted at five dollars each. The fiscal 
statement made at the end of 1839 1s thus shown: 


IeCOIN Ed ccc angle eee eee ee $1,874.64 
Pare “Ont .<.. ees soe rates 3 or eee 1,786.09 
Balaveesimeti east. carer eee $ 87.95 


The chairmanship of this first board of commissioners was given to 
Major Bell, though Mr. MeCraken did not record this interesting fact 
until a later date. In 1840 Christopher Douglass, of Walworth, appeared in 
place of Mr. Ball, whose term had expired, and served two vears of his 
term as chairman, Major Bell having resigned that post. In 1841 Gaylord 
Graves, of East Troy, followed Mr. Bowman, and was chairman in 1842. 
George W. Arms, of Spring Prairie, sueceeded Major Bell as member for 
i842, and Robert Tolley, of Iludson, followed Mr. Douglass, who had re- 
signed in that vear. The clerks of the board were Volney .\nderson Nle- 
Craken, of Lagrange, for one year; Hollis Lathain for two years: and Milo 
Kelsev, of Delavan (if not then of Darien). for part of 1842. 
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The greater part of the board’s business was to license taverns and 
stores, to lav out roads and road districts, to establish school districts and 
appoimt inspectors, to make juror lists, and to name election judges and 
designate polling places. At the session of March 18, 1839, jurors were 
selected for service at the April term of court: Grand jurors, .\sa Blood, 
John Bruce, George Clark, Nicholas S. Comstock, Christopher Douglass, 
Solomon A. Dwinnell, Charles Dyer, Palmer Gardner, Joseph Grithn, Morris 
F, Hawes, Elias Jennings, Zerah Mead, Roderick Merrick, Marshall New- 
ell, Henry Phoenix, Jeduthun Spooner, .\dolphus Spoor, Salmon Thomas, 
James Tripp, Robert W. Warren, \William Weed, Daniel Whitmore, Israel 
Willams. Petit jurors, Charles M. Baker, Joseph Barker, William .\. Bart- 
lett, Othni Beardsley, Milo E. Bradley, Gorham Bunker, Jared B. Cornish, 
Gaylord Graves, Solomon Harvey, William Hibbard, Elias Ilicks, William 
Hollinshead, Willard B. Johnson, George \W. Kendall, John Lippitt, .\len 
McBride, James Maxwell, William K. May, Austm L. Merrick, Benjamin 
C. Pearee, Allen Perkins, Edwin Perry, William Stork, Elijali Worthington. 
The board was petitioned to lay out a road from Elkhorn village to Mr. 
Barker's (in Sugar Creek) and thence to the north line of the county. 

At the session of April Ist a special election, for choice of township 
officers. was ordered, to take place Thursday, May oth. Polling places were 
designated and election judges appointed: For Delavan, at Milo Welsey's, 
with Henry Phoenix, William Hollinshead and John Bruce as judges; for 
Elkhorn, at Elijah Worthington’s (in Lagrange), with George \W. Kendall. 
Jared B. Cornish and Zerah Mead as judges; for Geneva, at Robert VW. 
Warren's. with Charles M. Goodsell, William) K. May and Thomas Melaig 
as judges: for Spring Prairie, at .\nsel A. ]lemenway’s, with Thomas 
Miller, Roderick Merrick and Solomon .\. Dwinnell as judges; for \Wal- 
worth, at James A. Maxwell's, with Christopher Douglass, Willian Dell and 
Amos Batley as judges. 

A few extracts from records may show some of the more important 
work of the board between (839 and [S42: 

May 6, 1839—William Stork, Morris Ross and Thomas Melhaig ap- 
pointed road viewers and directed to lay out a road trom Geneva village by 
nearest and best route to Lamphear’s house (in Bloombeld) and thence to 
state line near FE. W. Brigham’s. * * * Palmer Gardner, kichard 
Chenery and Daniel Salisbury directed to view road from northeast corner 
of section 25 (Spring Prairie), west one and a half miles, thence south one 
iis © fanies Ilarkness, Sylvester C:. Sputh and David S. Jeltung 
to lay a road from a point on east line of section 23 (Lafayette), westward 
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on or as near half section line as the ground will permit, to section 26, thence 
to a road to Sngar Creek Trairie or to a road from Elkhorn (village) to 
said Prairie. * * * Salmon Thomas, William Hollinshead and Sani- 
uel F. Phoenix to lay road from Geneva and Beloit territorial road at suit- 
able place on northwest quarter of section 5 (Linn) to run northwest to 
Charles S. Bailey's house (town of Delavan), thence to southwest corner 
of Mr. Phoenix's field, by the grist mill, to Racine and Janesville road on 
Rock Prairie (an Darien). * * * “Jacob. G2 Sanders, Johnie Boorman 
and \Villiam Bell to lay out road from quarter section stake, east line of 
section 17 (\Walworth). west through middle of section to west side of 
Bigfoot Prairie, thence by nearest and best road to intersect Beloit and 
Southport road at or near west line of section 11 (Sharon) or to west line of 
county. * * * Elijah Worthington, George Esterly and Edward Nor- 
ris to view road from point where the road to Orendorf’s ferry through 
Eagle Prairie (Waukesha county) meets north line of county, thence south- 
westerly to or near quarter stake on north line of section 28 (Lagrange). 
Also, to view road beginning at or near the point where the Milwaukee and 

27, following section 
line west as far as land will admit good road, thence southwest to meet 


Janesville territorial road crosses north line of seetion 


line of county, im the direction of Janesvilles ~ > eels seseman 
fourteen bills against the county were allowed. No. 1 was that of Andrew 
Ferguson, two dollars and seventy ceuts. The sum of this first batch of 
county orders was one hundred and twelve dollars and twenty cents, but no 
items of these bills are recorded. 

il Tat eeo 





Board ordered a lighway tax of five mills on all real and 
personal property. * * * Edwin Brainard was allowed twenty-seven 
dallars for commiting a prisoner to ihe jail-at Alilwankece = = * en 
county orders allowed, amounting to sixty-two dollars. * * * Col. 
Perez Merrick mentioned as county assessor. 

September g-12, 1839 





County divided into three assessment districts: 
District 1, the southern tier of towns with Darien and the west half of 
Delavan: district 2, Hudson, Geneva, cast half of Delavan, Elkhorn, Sugar 
Creek, Matayettc, and) spring Prairie: “distriet Ser tlies ioriiciieniten en ian 
Richmend, * * * Plat amd! nuniutes ot villace ol EiKhonm received: and 
recoriled.. *) * -* “ReGrand Kockwell appeintce toe ecllGie sie tittle 
lave. (This refers to the comity’s quaticr of section, sono 4 011, ranee 
16 east, in wiicl are the county binidiiies;) 6" oe Oe pont an ed 
at one dollar and fifty cetits per scalp. 

February 5, 18yo—Twenty-eight dollars and titty cents paid as boun- 
ties for nineteen wolf scalps. 


WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN, 3 
January 5, 1841—\Wolf bounty raised to three dollars, until July Ist. 
Mareh 5, 1841—Resolved, that it is expedient and in accordance with 

the wishes of a majority of the people of the county to proceed to conclude 

the contract for building a court house in this county. 

April 4, 1842—The board of county commissioners adjourned without a 
day. 

With the coming of a larger order of county administration these now 
ex-comlmussioners were not mustered out of public employment. Their short 
service had tried and proved their quality and had trained them Pilaenitan 
further public usefulness, as the several county and town records well show. 
The county board of supervisors, with nine members (Major Meacham, of 
Troy. absent), met September 6, 1842, and chose as its chairman otic 
Capron, of Geneva, a man of legislative experience, and as clerk. John Mish. 
In 1846 a member was added for the new town of Elkhorn, and the old 
town received the name Sugar Creek. In 1862, compliant with a statute of 
the previous year, the board was reduced to five members, one for cach 
assembly district and a member for the county at large. This measure of 
policy or of economy—-hardly a war meastire—was in operation eight years. 
Members were elected biennially for a two-year term. In 1870 the old 
order returned, and the board met with twenty members, an addition of one 
meniber for each of the villages of Delavan, Geneva and Whitewater. In 
1883 Whitewater, and in 1886 Lake Geneva heeame cities with ward rep- 
resentation, each having three wards. Thus, four members were added. In 
1894 Delavan and Elkhorn became statutory cities of the fourth class, each 
with three wards. Sharon village was Incorporated in 1893 and the villages 
of East Troy, Geneva Junction and Walworth in igor, each having its mem- 
ber of the county board. Thus. since 1842 the membership of this body 
has been doubled in number. Among the functions of the board is that of 
appointing three superintendents of the county poorhouse and insane asylum: 
since 1887 a soldier's relief committee of three members; and since 1go1 a 
supervisor of assessments. The superintendents of the poor and insane 
choose a resident superintendent of the farm, buildings and inmates =some- 
times one of the directing body. Many members of this board of thirty-two 
farmers and business men, representing the intelligence and public spirit of 
the towns, villages and cities, are so often re-elected for their terms of one 
year each that it never meets as a body wholly without experience in county 
affairs. As would naturally be thought, the names of several of these mem- 
bers appear in the lists of assemblymen and state senators. One member 
passed by rapidly succeeding steps. by way of the \ssembly, to a seat of the 
mighty at Washington. 


Cr PT Eee 
COUNTY BUILDINGS AND POOR FARM. 


An act of Congress, approved May 26, 1824, gave to counties in states 
aud territorics where public lands were situated a right of pre-emption to 
one quarter section of land for seats of justice. The county commussioners 
pre-empted, by permission of Mr. Rockwell's company, the southeast quarter 
of section 36, township 3 north, of range 16 east, in the Milwaukee land 
district, being the Sugar Creek corner of the town and city of Elkhorn. The 
certificate of this pre-emption was numbered 1144. The mininium lawful 
price, two hundred dollars, was paid February 5, 1839, by the commissioners 
acting for the county. President Tyler signed the patent March 3, 1843, 
and this instrument was recorded April 2, 1852, by Register Long at page 
217, Vol. XIV of Deeds. A park was reserved as a court house site, and 
the rest of the land was Jaid out in lots and platted by the county surveyor, 
Mr. Norris, and Mr. Rockwell was empowered to sell lots in behalf of the 
commissioners. Some thoughtful persons secured lots facing the west and 
north sides of the park for a school house and a church. A few lots besides 
were sold, and, except a lot for the jail and a hotel, the rest of the county's 
quarter section became part of the court house contractor's paymet. 

The commissioners acted never more wisely and well than in setting off 
the park. It was part of a grove of nature's planting—mostly oaks ot the 
black and burr varieties—so old that the earlier discoverers of the North 
American coast night have seen them as saplings had they but come this 
way to find mill sites and county centers. More than fifty years ago decay, 
lightning and high winds began to overthrow the aged and infirm amoung 
them, not swiftly, but too surely. So many of them yet live as to preserve 
the general appearance so long adnured. Other trees, not oaks, have filled 
the vaeaut places, and the park, undisfigured by officious “landscape archi- 
tects,” and |ittle marred by the county buildings, which are partly hidden 
except at shortest distance, is a summer comtort and a thing of unadorned 
beauty to citizens and appreciative visitors. While this park is the property 
of the county and wholly within the county's control and the city mows its 
grass and rakes away its dead leaves and twigs, and provides lawn seats and 
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electric lights, neither city nor county has yet become so super-civilized as to 
improve its natural charms by posting notices to tired feet to “keep off the 
grass.’ The dimensions are about six hundred and thirty-nine feet long from 
east to west and five hundred and ten feet wide between north and south. Its 
area is nearly seven and one-half acres. The court house stands near the 
park center; that is, a few feet east and north of that point. It is about 
sixty-two rods northwestward from the stake which determined the settle- 
ment at Elkhorn. 
THE FIRST COURT TIOUSE. 


Betore April, 1839, Mr. Rockwell had built for the county a small office 
on the north side of the park, at or near the northeast corner of Court and 
Broad streets. It was about cighteen by twenty-two feet on the ground, a 
low story in height, with columned porch in front, plain in its neatness, and 
was decently painted. It was occupied as a court room, a meeting place for 
the county commissioners, and an office for the registry of deeds and inort- 
gages. Jn 1840 Willard B. Johnson, of Whitewater, built a log jail on the 
county's land, a little north of the primitive court house. Its dimensions 
were fourteen by twenty feet, and it was fully seven feet between joints. This 
ftowning bastile, with its full equipment of bars, bolts, locks and solitary 
cell, stood there twelve years; for it never had at one time cnough inmates 
to lift up one side, upset the entire structure, and effect a general jail delivery. 


SECOND COURT IIOUSE. 


At its session of March 5, 1841, as has been shown, the board of cum- 
nissioners had resolved to complete a contract for building a court house, but 
the scanty record does not show the steps which had led to such decisive ac- 
tion; nor, beyond two services added to the contract, and some advance pay- 
ments to contractor ordered, does the record tell of later steps taken. 
Doubtless, papers now not to be found were filed. «As nearly as now under- 
stood, it was planned to build a public house at the hotel corner of Wisconsin 
and Walworth streets and to derive some revenue for the county from its rent- 
al to worthy and well qualified landlords. No citizen of the county had means 
and skill needful for performing such work as was required by the plans and 
specifications, or, if he had, none such cared so to invest Its skill and means. 
Col. Edward Elderkin knew one James Farnsworth, Jr. at or near Fond du 
Lac. who was called hither and who came with Richard Jlogeboom and Pen- 


(5) 
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jamin Arnold. To these men the contract was let, considerable timber and 
other materials were brought and some payments made. The contractors 
found themselves unable to take the next steps, and they assigned their con- 
tract to Levi Lee, a then somewhat roving contractor, who came here from 
the lower Rock River valley. He fulfilled his contract, made seats for the 
court room, and was directed to buy a “‘ten-plate” stove with twenty-four 
feet of Russia-iron seven-inch pipe at cost of not more than thirty dollars. 
As part payment he received the unreserved: and unsold parts of the county's 
quarter section of land. He became a citizen of Elkhorn, served the village 
and his own interests in various ways, and died on Christmas day, 1875. 

The court house was thirty-six feet wide by fifty-two feet long. two 
stories high, gable-roofed with four fluted and voluted hollow columms sup- 
porting the front gable. which projected as a porch, and with a belfry. It 
was painted white, and had green blinds. Its upper floor was the court room, 
with stairway at the rear, and the bench and bar, which were well built of 
walnut, in front. The pine seats and the floor were painted. Its lower floor 
gave a little more than elbow room to part of the county officers and two rooms 
for jury’s use. It was for some years one of the best court houses in the state. 
It was dedicated in due form May to, 1843, by lawvers and citizens, Iéxper- 
ience Estabrook serving the occasion as chairman and George Gale as secre- 
tary. On the following Fourth of July it was dedicated again “to the blind 
goddess of justice.” 11 a speech by Charles M. Baker, which Judge Gale 
described as an excellent oration. Before 1860 the court room was so re- 
arranged as to seat the judge and counsel at the back end, the inside stair- 
way having been pulled away. A false floor disfigured the classic colonnade ; 
but the outside stairways, mounting each way from the lower entrance, were 
as useful as homely and gave a few more square feet to the court room. 
In 1874 this court house was moved southward to give way to another temple 
to the blind goddess, and the next vear, thirty-two vears after its dedication, 
it was sold at auction to Colonel Elderkin for little more than the price of two 
sparrows. Ue moved it to the Walworth and Broad street corner and planned 
in various vain ways to make it rentable. A little later its front wall was 
pushed forward, displacing its Tomic colunins, its outside was bedaubed with 
the muddiest of colors and its inside filled with barb wire, horse rakes and corn 
planters. Its last owner was idward IJ. Sprague, who in 1900 sct it out into 
the strect to ake way for a new building, and the next year the old house was 
pulled down and reduced to second-hand lumber and kindling wood because 
nobody knew of better use for it. 
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SECOND JAIL, AND REGISTER’S OFFICE. 


The board of supervisors met in special session April 21, 1851, with all 
members present except David Williams of Geneva, for whom appeared 
Richard B. Flack, of the town board. This body, as a committee of the 
whole, having inspected the jail. Mr. Harrington moved to condemn it. The 
motion prevailed by a vote of thirteen ayes to three noes. Mr. Barlow moved 
to build forthwith and Messrs. Barlow, Bell, Coon, ‘ish and Harrington, as 
a committee on ways and means, were directed to consider and to report by 
the next day. Mr. Cotton moved to choose (or accept) a site at Delavan. 
Voting by roll call, the aves were seven: Messrs. Barlow, Bell, Birge, Coon, 
Cotton, Gillet. Snell (representing respectively the towns of Delavan, Lafay- 
ette, Whitewater, Walworth, Darien, Hudson and Linn). The noes were 
nine: Messrs Clark, Dickson, Fish, Flack, Gage, Harrington, Lauderdale, 
Powers, Stewart (respectively of East Troy, Sharon, Richmond, Geneva, 
Spring Prairie, Sugar Creek, Lagrange, Troy, Bloomfield). The next day a 
motion to repair the jail and to build a house for the sheriff was tabled. The 
committee of five reported that a jail might be built. partly by tax and for the 
rest “on the pledged faith of the county,” and this was the sense of the board, 
and was quite practical common sense. Mr. Cotton moved to appropriate 
four thousand dollars and to build the jail on the site of the old one according 
to a plan and specifications (prepared by Lemuel Bailey) then on file. This 
motion was carried, and February 1, 1852, fixed for completion of the work. 
Messrs. Cotton, Harrington and Flack were named as building comuinittee. 
The contract was let to Levi Lee and Richard B. Flack, and Chairman Winsor, 
of Elkhorn, took the latter’s place on the building committee. 

The old site, though now dry ground, was then found boggy and un- 
suitable and the jatl was built at Court and Church streets, facing soutlwardly. 
It was of stone and home-made brick, nearly square and of two stories height. 
The sheriff's house in front and jail in rear were brought under one roof, for 
some time very leaky. but afterwards tinned and made water tight. .\ cor- 
ridor on all sides of the jail room parted cells from outer walls. and it was 
thought that oaken plank with a few bits of boiler plate would make all secure 
from within. But escapes became so frequent as to annoy the sheriffs, and 
a few years later the cells were rebuilt of oak joists so liberally spiked cheek 
to cheek as to defy pocket saws and badly-tempered table knives. About the 
same time, say 1858, a wood-built wing, for household uses, was added east- 
wardly. This building. too. was in its turn condemned, though in plan and 
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construction if was as good for its purposes, most likely, as any built that year 
in Wisconsin. It was sold, with its now valuable lot, to Miss Amanda Bulkley, 
who pulled away the wing, tore out the cells, and made the original build- 
ing a dwelling. In no long time Hugh Dobbin, a dealer in old houses and 
stores at Clinton, Delavan, and perhaps elsewhere, bought and occupied the 
property. By one more sale its ownership passed to Mr. Flack, one of its 
builders, who died under its roof in 1887. In October, 1845, the board con- 
sidered the need of a fire-proof office for the use of the sheriff. Sheriff Bell 
was directed to let a contract for such a building, tts cost not to be more than 
twenty-five dollars in excess of four hundred and twenty-five dollars, and the 
work to be finished in 1846. The contract was awarded to Gen. Sheldon 
Walling. Just how this office was made fire proof is not now known. — Its 
outside was of wood, but may have been brick-laid between its studding, and 
its floor may have been of bricks. It was one story high, dark, inconvenient, 
and in time judged unsafe. It was occupied by the register of deeds and the 
county treasurer and may have had a corner for the sheriff. At the board's 
session of November 18, 1865, the need of a better building was declared and 
January 18, 1866, Messrs. Crumb, Ray and Allen were instructed to procure 
plans and bids. At a special session February 5th, one bid was received and 
accepted, that of George Dewing, bricklayer, Alexander Stevens, plas- 
terer, and Squire Stanford, carpenter, joining their proposals in one 
bidding at four thousand two hundred and sixty-five dollars. The new office 
was of hard yellow brick with tin roof, and floored with a lower grade of 
brick. xcept for the small entry way and stairway each floor was a double 
room, parted by high, wide double doors of softest pine. with casings of the 
same nearly incombustible material. The stairs and hand rail were of harder 
wood. Pine was also the matertal of the filing cases and shelving. These 
offices were well lighted and were usually overheated by coal stoves. The 
upper floor was assigned to the county judge and the lower one to the reg- 
ister of deeds. In 18go both offices were tile floored and partly equipped with 
steel furniture. 
PRESENT COURT HOUSE. 


In 1873 the board of supervisors calculated plausibly that a panic period, 
by reason of lower prices of materials and a scarcity of emplovment for me- 
chanics and laborers, was a favorable time at which to build a new court 
house. Limiting the cost to twenty-five thousand dollars, the building con- 
mittee, Newton M. Littlejohn, James Aram, Charles Dunlap, .\lexander 
Fraser and Ely B. Dewing, were to move in the matter at once. The con- 
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tract was made with Squire Stanford, who joined George Dewing’s bid on 
the masonry with lis own for nineteen thousand two hundred and forty-nine 
dollars. The men broke ground early in 1874. Monday evening, September 
20, 1875, the lawyers and an audience of citizens met in the new court room 
to dedicate it with many words from Judges Spooner and Wentworth, Fred- 
erick W. Cotzhausen, of Milwaukee, and Messrs. James D. Merrill, of East 
Troy, Thompson D. Weeks, of Whitewater, and Colonel Elderkin. James 
Simmons, of Lake Geneva, read twenty-nine and one-half inches (in non- 
pareil or six-point type) of ten-syllable verse. Whatever Mr. Simmons did, 
in his calling or out of it, was well done and in the inanner of a liberally- 
educated and kindly-feeling gentleman. 

Though neither architecturally beautiful nor structurally perfeet, the 
courthouse is a fairly good building for its purposes. Court room, library 
room and jury rooms fill its upper floor. Below are two safety vaulted 
offices, the one for the clerk of the court, the other for the county clerk and 
the treasurer, a sheriff's office, poor-superintendent’s office and a = super- 
visors room. Alterations and improvements have been made, and the whole 
house is now steam heated and electric lighted. Much of the office furniture 
is of steel. Water is conveniently supplied by the city’s works. It may even 
now be nearly or quite forgotten (so false and fleeting is human memory ) 
that the tower and dome once held aloft a colossal figure of Justice carved 
of wood by an artist of Milwaukee—who may have loved his work too well 
for his domestic peace—its stature nine feet or more, decently clad aud law- 
fully equipped (with sword and scales), as to features as awfully beautiful as 
a Lithuanian Medusa, her petrifying gaze turned sternly toward the state line 
—as if frowning upon a rival beauty similarly perched at Woodstock. Ter 
scale pans were soon blown away, but she kept her right hand on her sword 
until 1884 when an irreverent thunderbolt reduced her to chips and splinters. 


THE PRESENT JAIL. 


It was evident to the board of 1877 that a better jail and sheriff's house 
were indispensable. and it appropriated ten thousand dollars and ordered a 
change of site. Newton M. Littlejohn, Ilenry G. Hollister, Samuel IT. 
Stafford, John Matheson, and Lucius Allen served as building committee, The 
site chosen is opposite the southwestern park corner, facing eastwardly. The 
plan was of Milwaukeean design and the work of Janesville contractors. The 
outer work is of quarry stone and goud brick. The sheriff's house is ot two 
high stories, sect upon a basement story of cut stone (to give a noble front ele- 
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vation and to make life a burden to the sheriff's family). As a whole, it 1s 
neither unsightly without nor very inconvenient within. The jail, adjoining 
rearwardly, has two tiers of cells and corridors, all of soft and hard steel 
bars riveted together cagewise. Jail makers of St. Louis supplied the metal 
work. City water, steam heat, electric light and a new barn have since added 
sensibly to its cost and value. The state board of control, which is constantly 
receiving, absorbing and reflecting new light on state and county building 
equipment, already urges rebuilding in a mainer more fully compliant with 
scientific sanitation’s last revelation. A few years after this jail was finished 
the board authorized an experiment with tramps and petty delinquents. A 
shed was built, stone-hammers were bought, a few hundred loads of cobble 
stones were delivered at the jail yard, Samuel Mitchell, of Elkhorn, was ap- 
pointed overseer, and these prisoners were set at work to make road material. 
Some sale was found for their product, but at no great distance from Elkhorn, 
and the plan was soon dropped. From legislation and other causes, far fewer 
tramps are committed than in the years between 1870 and 1890. 

The state board of control having condemned the jail as “out of date 
and no longer a credit to the county,” a committee of the county board was 
instructed at the session of December, 1910, to examine and consider the 
matter. At the session of November, 1911, the committee recommended the 
sale of the jail property and the building of a new jail and sheriff's house on 
the park, westward or northward of the other building, with a central heating 
system for all of them. Messrs. Stewart and Thayer, of this conimiuttee, with 
the county clerk, were instructed to call for bids for the present building and 
lots and to procure estimates of the cost of a new building and equipment. 


FIRE PROOF VAULTS. 


For the security of the bulky and priceless county records, and because 
of duties added by recent statutes to those of the county judge, a better 
building was necessary. In 1905 the county board provided for really 
fire-proof offices for the county court and the registry of deeds. The total 
coast was about thirty-five thousand dollars. Upon a basement wall of dressed 
limestone, forty-four by eighty feet, a structure of cement, with steel- 
rad reinforcement and a facing of pressed bricks was raised, and roofed 
with terra cotta tiles. The floors are of small hexagon tiles. Tach story 
has a large fire-proof record room, and desks, tables, roller shelving and file 
cases are of steel. The connty judge has the lower floor and. except three 
small jury rooms, the register of deeds has the upper story. In 1908 one of 
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these small rooms was placed at the service of the Grand Army posts of the 
county for deposit of such records and relics as they may choose to leave 
there. In 1909 another of these rooms was set apart for the use of the super- 
intendent of schools. The basement, beneath the lower record room, at 
present stores the collection of the County Histurical Society, as permitted by 
Statute. 

CARE FOR TILE POOR. 


The helpless poor were, in the earlier years, left to the immediate care 
of their several towns. Tlris led to laying bills of cost before each county 
board for its audit and allowance. In 1852 the time was ripe for a more 
efficient county system and the board of that year chose three superintendents 
as a governing commission for the county house and its farm. Authority 
was given to buy not more than one hundred and sixty acres in section 4 
of the town of Geneva, within three miles of the court house. An improved 
farm of eighty acres, with buildings, was chosen and at once applied (in 1853) 
to its present use. By successive extensions this farni now contains four 
hundred and eight acres. The house, too, was extended, but later needs 
soon outstripped this temporary provision. Late in 1872 a fire cleared the 
ground tor something greatly better. The new house was built at a cost of 
ten thousand dollars, and it was then regarded, taken with its management, 
as one of the best of its kind in Wisconsin. The contractors were John Trum- 
bull, carpenter, and Charles Bonnet, mason, both of Whitewater. In 1883 
and 1887 other buildings for the care of the incurably insane—a house for 
each sex—were built, each at Itke cost. In 1900 a new house, beside that of 
1873. was built and the latter became a general dining hall for the imstitution. 
With barns and other buildings, and with recent improvements (including 





steam heating and electric lighting) together with the value of the land at 
one hundred and twenty-five dollars per acre, it is now estimated that this 
county property is worth two hundred thousand dollars. The yearly ap- 
propriation for the care of the poor and insane has become sixteen thousand 
dollars, including one thonsand dollars for permanent improvements. The 
county board visits the farm in a body cach year, and its superintendent and 
the resident manager are men whom the humane citizens of the county can 
trust. In the earlier halt of the past forty vears the management anticipated 
and even bettered the suggestions of the state board of control; and in the 
reports of that body the example of Walworth was laid betore the citizens and 
beards of other counties of Wisconsin. Dr. Walham ft. Plurtbut was ap- 
pointed county physician in 1882 and he served until roti. when he resigned 
and Dr. ldward Kinne was appointed. Before mr&82 lr. Charles S. Dur- 


bank had served tor a year or two. 


GEA CE aie 
THE BENCIL AND BAR. 


It may never be known how President Jackson and the consenting Senate 
induced Hon. David Irvin to leave forever behind him the elegancies of a 
Virginia gentleman's home and drop to the semi-barbarous fare and informal 
manners of primitive western hotels; to exchange his brilliant prospects of 
professional or political promotion for the dull routine of frontier courts. 
It is only certain that he accepted the territorial judgeship for Wisconsin, 
and that late in April, 1839. he dismounted lis horse (not improbably at 
Holhs Latham’s hospitable mansion), placed his gun in temporary safety, and 
soon afterwards, with his dog, found his way to the county building, north 
of the park and at or near the northeast corner of Court and Broad streets. 
Here, with Sheriff Walling’s help, he opened in due legal form the first court 
term for \Walworth county. The clerk's journal tells the day's story best: 

“Ata term of the District-Court of Walworth County, begun and held 
at Elkhorn on Monday the twenty-second day of w\pril, 1839; present the 
Honorable David Irvin. Judge of said Court: 

“Ordered, that LeGrand Rockwell be appointed clerk of the Distriet 
Court for the County of Walworth. Whereupon the said Rockwell entered 
into Bonds in the penal sum of two thousand dollars, conditioned as the Law 
directs, with Othni Beardsley and William Bowman, his securities, and took 
the Oath of Office as prescribed by law. 

“Ordered that Charles M. Baker be adinitted as an Attorney and Counsel- 
lor at Law to appear and practice in this and other Courts of Record within 
this’ Territory. it appearing to the Court that he is entitled so to do. Where- 
upon said Baker took the oath of office.” 


Ansel 7\. Plemicisay: 
Vs Appeal from Justice. 


Chauncey Ives. 


- 


“And now comes the pkuntiff by Tloratio N. Wells, [of Milwaukee] 
lis attorney and moves the Court here for leave to file a declaration in said 
Cause. Whereupon it is ordered that said leave be given and that said dec- 
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laration be filed within thirty days hereafter and all other pleadings there- 
after within twenty days successively until issue and the cause be continued 
generally.” 


“Thomas MeRKaig, .\ppellant. 
VS Appeal from Justice. 
Israel Wilhains, Appellee. 


“On motion of Moses M. Strong fof Mineral Point], attorney for the 
Appellant. ordered that a rule be entered that Benjanin Ball [esq., Justice of 
the Peace betore whom the above entitled cause was tried, make due return 
of the proceedings in the said cause and that an attachment be granted to 
compel the same. 

“Ordered that this Court be adjourned until the next term thereof, [Oect. 


1839]. 


“DAVID TRvin Jidec: 


At the October term a jurv was called in the case of MeWaig vs. Will- 
iams, and the trial resulted in a verdict for the defendant. The jurors were 
John S. Boyd, John Byrd, Wilham Carter, Thomas Gates, .\lonzo Grow, 
Cyrus Horton, George W. Kendall (foreman), Abel Neff, Soldan Powers, 
David Pratt, Morris Ross, and William Stork. The other jurors drawn for 
the term were William Pohall, Isaac Burson, Perkins S. Child, David S. [lIt- 
ing. Thomas I*ellows, Solomon Fineh, Daniel G. Foster, Daniel Hartwell, 
Loren K. Jones, Thomas W. Miller. .\ustin MeCracken, Marcus Montague, 
Benjamin C. Pearce, Horace Smith, Nelson Spoor, Febenezer Tupper. [elijah 
\Vorthington. 

The grand jurors at this term were Joseph Barker, .\sa Blood, Deodat 
Brewster, Alexander H. Bunnell. Jacob Burgit, Richard Chenery, George 
Clark, Christopher Douglass, Norman C. Dyer, Charles MM. Goodsell, Alorris 
F. Hawes. Mason Ilicks. Willard B. Johnson, Jolin Lippit, James Maxwell 
(foreman), Urban D. Meacham, Amos Older, Samuel F. Phoenix, Samuel 
Prince. John Reader. Jacob G, Sanders, TL. Srnth Young. Robert) Young. 
William B. Lewis was indicted for larceny and Reuben T. Ostrander for per- 
jury. The case against Lewis was disniissed. .\ nolle prosequi was entered 
in the case against Ostrander, it having been shown that Squire MeWaig, who 
had cominitted him for trial, was a but half-naturalized citizen. The last 
term of the territorial court opened May 22, 1848. and adjourned without a 
day June 3d. Beyond the short roll of attorneys admitted to Wisconsin 
practice there is little of historic interest in the clerk's journal of the court’s 


proceedings. 
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ROLL OF ATTORNEYS, 1839-1848. 


Delavan—William C. Allen, Stephen S. Barlow, Milo WKelsev, 1842; 
William H. Pettit. 

East Troy—Alender O. Babcock. 

Elkhorn—Lyman Cowdery, 1848; Edward Elderkin, 1839: George Gale, 
1841; Wyman Spooner, 1842; Horatio S. Winsor, 1841. 

Geneva—Charles M. Baker, 1839; Experience Estabrook, 1840; James 
Simmons, 1843. 

Spring Prairie—Charles D. Pulver, 1842. 

Troy—Urban D. Meacham. 

Whitewater—Prosper Cravath, 1845; \Warner Earle, Frederick C. Pat- 
terson, 1844; Eleazar Wakeley. 

Residence unknown—Charles Aiken, 1845; Thomas D. Grant. 

One case in this court was made widely famous, for the period of a 
half generation of men, from the humorous account of it given by Andrew 
Ex. Elmore, long known as the Sage of Mukwonago, in a speech (as member 
of Assembly) at the legislative session of 1859 or 1860, in support of a bill for 
abolishing all laws for collection of debts. From the sale of a yoke of oxen, 
somewhere in Jefferson county, grew a suit which, by new trials, changes of 
venue, and other useful devices, was prolonged until the costs amounted to 
more than the price of many yoked or unyoked oxen. Mr. Elmore was of 
the counsel in this cause when one of its changes of venue brought it to 
Elkhorn. He explained to his fellow legislators that he had learned from ob- 
servation or inforination that 1f one would win his cause in Judge Irvin's 
court he must go hunting with His Tlonor, praise ‘York,’ His Honor’s 
horse, regardless of truth or likelihood, or feed and fondle “Pedro,” His Hon- 
or’s dog. Mr. Elmore made “Pedro” think him a true friend, aud so far 
prospered in court as to obtain a favorable ruling on his motion for a new 
trial of the cattle case. .\s the Judge gave his mstruction to the clerk, *Pe- 
dro” made awkwardly tree with his new friend, who, a little annoyed, gave 
the brute a kick. The Judge saw the action and heard the yelp for redress. 
Before the clerk had begun to enter the ruling just made the Judge reversed 
it, “Ar. Speaker, that kielk cost me five hundred dollars!" This speech was 
published in most of the newspapers of America and of Great Britain and her 
colomes, and was included im various selections for the use of young elo- 
cutionists. The fame thus aceruing to Mr. Elmore was not bought much 


too dearly at its cost to him. 
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“At a term of the Circuit Court in and for the County of Walworth 
begun and held at the Court House in Elkhorn on the first Monday, the sec- 
ond day of October, A. D. 1848. Present the Hon. Edward V. Whiton, judge 
of said Court.” So begins Mr. Clerk’s journal. The first cause called for 
trial was that of Edwin Hodges vs. Henry Bradley et al.; George Gale for 
the defense. The case was continued at defendant's cost. The grand jurors 
were Oramel Armstrong, Robert Augier, John A. Baird, Leander Birge, Deo- 
dat Brewster, George Dann, Jared I’ox, Lewis B. Goodsell, Henry H. Hart- 
son, Elias Hibbard (foreman), Linus Merrill, Zenas Ogden, Isaac Raymond, 
Moses Seymour, Sewal] Smith, Henry J. Starin, Jerenmah Wilcox. The 
names of men who attended court and drew pay and mnleage as petit jurors 
mere: Calvin BI. Ashley, John \\. Boyd, Jesse Brown, Alonzo «A. Bryant, 
Willham Burgit, Joseph N. Cahoon, Cyrus Church, John DeGarmo, William 
DeWrolf, George \W. Dorrance, Charles Garfield, Samuel Gregory, Jacob Rh. 
Kling, Ansel Knowles, John Mereness, Silas Patten, Robert KX. Potter, Martin 
O. Pulver, John Raleigh, Sherman M. Rockwood, Isaac Searl, George Sewell, 
George W. Sturges, Angustus Taintor, Isaac White, Anderson \Vluting, 
Robert J. Wood. 


The several judges of the first circuit were as follows: 


aed ernoi \Wniton, Janesville... oc... 66.26 «eee 1849 
Wwe opooner, Elkhorn, appointed....-... 5... ss..ee os 1853 
Peeemioodwe Doolittle, Raginei.4...44 <b). nse) een 1854 
Charles Minton Baker, Geneva, appointed March.......... 1850 
icimenieantia eep, Beloit, elected A\jril...022....:..54--4, 1856 
ee NC ec. ce hn Oh we ee Re ee 1858 
RP omciimeyvon, Raciit... 202 1. ise sa ae eae ee 1860 
Pee rote iciess KNOT... -.5 « Weaees tsb. e de see ae ote IN7I 
i emenew a mee aciic, appointed: Alarch.. . 7. cas ee es wn 1875 
Jono ineodere \\ entworth, lake Geneva. Junc...--.--..-. 1875 
evmmeoragievm., slow, Racine ss. 6...) e.6 cen e eee ete ISS84 
een sti) IC ACINC ee. ook oe Rh he he eee we Ikyi 
Paleeortl: Burnett Belden, Racine... ...........6065 80504. 1GO2 


Judge Whiton became chief justice of the Wisconsin supreme court im 
June. 1853. Mr. Spooner was appointed by Governor Farwell and field one 
term of court in this county. .\t the November election of that year to fill 
the vacaney for the remainder of the term of office, Mr. Spooner was de- 
feated by Mr. Doolittle, whose service began in the following January. In 
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1856, after holding the January term of court, Judge Doolittle resigned and 
early in March Governor Barstow appointed Mr. Baker, who held the April 
court term for Racine county. March 25th a Republican convention for the 
circuit, at Delavan, on ifs ninth ballot, named John M. Keep, of Beloit, who 
was elected in April and presided at the May term of court. He resigned 
in May, 1858, and David Nogele was first appointed and then elected. Judge 
Lvon was transferred to the supreme bench, January, 1871. Mr. Harkness 
resigned in March, 1875, and went for his health to Salt Lake City. Judge 
Paine never presided at Elkhorn, but held spring terms at Kenosha and Ra- 
cine. Mr. Wentworth passed up from the circuit clerk's desk to the bench, 
and soon after his election became a citizen of Racine. After 1884 he be- 
came police judge at that citv and died February 7, 1893. Judge Fish re- 
signed, went to Texas, returned and died in a sanitarium at Stevens Point, 
January 10, 1908. Judge Lyon, now nearly blind, but otherwise in fair 
health, lives near San Francisco. Judge Harkness is living, and Judge Wins- 
low is on duty as chief justice of the Wisconsin supreme court. 


ROLL OF ATTORNEYS FROM 1848. 


Darien—Joseph IF’. Lyon, 1871; Calvin Serl, AArelnbald Woodard. 

Delavan—aAlanson H. Barnes, 1854: D. Bennett Barnes, 1885: J. V- 
Bradway, 1857: Henry W. Clark, Edward [c. Clippinger, 1884; Augustus J. 
Fiedler, 1878; Frederick B. Goodrich, 1888; Charles S. Griffin, 1862; Nicholas 
M. Harrington, 1862; Alphonso G. Wella, 1859; Frederick I. Latimer, 
1878: Thomas M. MeHugh, 1849: Newton MeGraw, Daniel B. Maxson, 
1861: Robert R. Menzie. 181g; Silas \W. Menzie, 1866; Wilham C. Norton, 
paso (£1). Patchen, 1858: \rthur l.. Shader, 1873 stlirain To Slants 
Charles &: Stuimier, 1886; Charles |]. Suniner, \ltred D. ThoniastereGs: 
Ernest L. Von Suessmulch, 1&go. 

East Troy—Henry Cousins, 1852; John Fraser, 1859; James D. Aler- 
fill, Tabees) ohne Potter, (1552, 

Elkhorn—Seth L. Carpenter, 1857; James Densmore, 1855; H. Seymour 
Dunlap, 1881; Flenry M. Eastinan, 1849; George Me Ferris, 1907; Jolin L. 
Forrest, 1855; Peter Golder, 1850; .\nthony Caspar Graff, 1888; Charles 
Daniel Tlandy, 1858; Robert Harkness. 1858: Del. C. Tuntoon, 1890; Levi 
\W. Iee, 18612 Jay F. Lyon, 188s. WwW. Clarence Norton goG aye ce. 
iWyg: James Redfield, 185g; Arthur 1. Sauborn, 1878: Harley I’. Smith, 
i830: [Edward FH. Sprasue 187s. Hinata Se Wicca ie 
Wheeler, 1876: Curtis H. Winsor, 1868; Fernando Winsor, Frank Hf. Win- 
sor, 1888. 
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Misescweya——l.. 1. Baxter, 155.4; Dr. Hilton W. Bovee, 1857; Lewis G. 
Brown, 1907; Hugh A. Burdick, ee W. Farrya8s3; Clarkes sitar, 
1879; Daniel E. Sherman, 1870; John Bell ene 1873; John A. Sinith, 
1865; Stephen Benus Van Buskirk. 1858: John T. Wentworth, Albert T. 
ww neeler. 

Linn—John P. Ingalls, Wallace Ingalls. 

Lyons—Elbert Osborn Tland, 1859; Robert Holley. 

Richmond—A. B. Webber. 

Arnold, 1659; Charles HM. Bronson, 1372. Jolaee b 
Micmeains5o- \Vilson L. Sion: 1884, 

Whitewater—Samuel Bishop, 1863; Jedidiah Brown, Robert C. Bulkley, 
1906; Edwin Thomas Cass, 1878; Elliott D. Converse, 1864; E. Wood 
Some mes eer itt ak. Cravath, 1865: Ilenry J. Curtice, 1855; Franke 
Frver, Hubert O. Hamilton, N. Augustus Tlanulton, 1859; Fleury Heady, 
1873; Edson Kellogg, James G. Nestol, 1883; N. Alphonso Mallard, Henry 
Oreb Montague, 1859: Newton S. Murphey. 1856; Joseph H. Page, 1866; 
James D. Robinson, 1864; Harry O. Seymour, George W. Steele, 1869; Paul 
H. Tratt, 1902; Thompson D. Weeks, 1859. 

Philip V. Coon, 1868, William IE. Sheffield, 1862, and Stephen S. 
Sibley, 1856, are not now assignable to any town. There are about fhity 
names recorded of men who are not known to have lived in the county, o 
such as did live here went elsewhere to find practice. None of these are 
now of the Walworth bar, nor are there many here named who vet abide with 
us. Most of the dates wanting are likeliest to be recorded in other counties, 
of this or other states. It may be that none but a non-resident lawyer could 
grade justly these learned gentleinen, or place them in order of their profes- 
sional worth; but it may be permissible to name some of those who have died 





or are now far away, to whom contemporary judgment aceorded some qual- 
ities of leadership at the bar of the circuit. .\mong these, then, were Messrs. 
Babeock. Baker. Barlow, A. H. Barnes, Estabrook, Fish, Gale, [larkness, 
Kellam, MeIlugh, Meachain, Menzie, Murphey. Sanborn, James Simmons, 
H. F. Smith, Wyman Spooner, C. B. Sumner, Thomas, Wakeley, Weeks, TH. 
S. Winsor. 

The last grand juror list was made by the county board in 1872 for the 
following year's service, but the judge may make and file an order for siunm- 
inoning a grand jury under statutory provisions. [In 1897 it beeame a judicial 
function to appoint a comunission of three members for the duty of selecting 
and reporting a list of citizens for service as petit Jurors. One member ts ap- 
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pointed each year and serves three years. Thus far five men have performed 
this service: Mortimer T. Park, of Elkhorn, 1897-9; John E. Menzie, La- 
grange, 1897-1911; John \V. Brownson, Sharon, 1897-1912; George R. Allen, 
Bloomfield, 1899-1901; John G. Meadows, Lyons, 1901-13. 


CEE Tle, 
OFFICIAL ROSTER. 


Since the admussion of Wisconsin to statehood citizens of this county 
have shared but moderately in the honors of high place in federal or in state 
government. John Fox Potter, of Kast Troy. was a member of the national 
House of Representatives from 1857 to 1863, six years of a memorably ex- 
citing period of American politics. He stood manfully, in his first and sec- 
ond term, for freedom of debate, and in his third term was of that group of 
western members who enjoyed the close personal as well as political friend- 
ship and confidence of President Lincoln. Defeated in 1862 by unfriendly in- 
fluences in Milwaukee and Waukesha, as he thought, he was offered and he 
refused the Danish mission. But he accepted the consul-generalship at Mon- 
treal, after the death of Joshua R. Giddings at that post, and resigned it be- 
fore the end of the Johnson adininistration. TJlis latest successor in Con- 
gress, Henry Allen Cooper, of Racine, was born at Spring Prairie (a son of 
Dr. Joel IJ. Cooper), and has served continuously from 1893. [Experience 
Estabrook, of Geneva, went to Nebraska, and in 1859-claimed a seat in Con- 
gress as territorial delegate, but was not seated. 

Eleazar \Wakeley, of Whitewater, went to Omaha, and became a federal 
judge. Alanson IJ. Barnes, of Delavan, by General Grant’s appointment. was 
for four vears a judge of the territorial court of Dakota. Alfred D. Thomas, 
his son-in-law, was appointed in 1890 as judge of the federal district court 
of North Dakota. Arthur Loomis Sanborn, now federal judge for the 
western district of Wisconsin, was appointed in 1905. Lis boyhood and vouth 
were passed at Lake Geneva. Tle came in 1869 to Elkhorn as assistant to 
Register Noves, whom he suceeeded in office. Tlaving in his leisure hours 
grounded himself thoroughly in the principles of ancient and modern law, he 
was adinitted to practice nearly at the close of his four years as a county 
officer. At the end of his term he went to Madison, where he formed most 
advantageous professional connections and passed readily into the higher 
practice of his profession. 

George Gale was a pioneer lawver at Elkhorn, and about 1855 again a 
pioneer of Trempealeau county. where he founded the village of Galesville. 
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His new home was in the sixth judicial circuit and he soon became its Judge. 
Both at Elkhorn and at Galesville he was a pioneer editor and publisher. 
Like Chancellor Walworth, he compiled a genealogy of his family. Wilham 
Penn Lyon came in his boyhood to Hudson, served his town as justice of 
the peace, removed to Racine, became successively district attorney, judge 
for the circuit, associate justice, and chief justice of the supreme court. Al- 
phonso G. Kellam studied law at Elkhorn, practiced at Delavan, served in 
the Civil war as captain and as major, went to South Dakota. and became the 
first chief justice of the supreme court of that state. 

George Wilbur Peck, governor of Wisconsin, 1891-95, was for some 
years a printer at Delavan and at Whitewater. Butler G. Noble, of White- 
water, was elected Neutenant-governor over Dr. Alexander S. Palmer, of 
Geneva, in 1859. Wyman Spooner was twice speaker of the .\ssembly, hav- 
ing been sent in 1862 to the state Senate, he became its president, and the 
death of Governor Ilarvey made him acting lieutenant-governor, to which 
post he was twice elected by the people. The first man who served Wis- 
consin as its secretary of state was Thomas M. Mcl1ugh, of Delavan, son of 
Rev. Stephen McHugh of the Episcopal clergy, who was also a resident of the 
county. Secretary Mclugh had served the last territorial \ssemb! as chief 
clerk of the Council. He was educated and able, but neither at the bar nor 
elsewhere ever quite fulfilled the hope of his friends. Samuel D. Hastings had 
moved from Geneva to Trempealeau county a short time before his election as 
state treasurer in 1857, which place he held for four terms. He afterward 
served the Prohibitionist party as one of its candidates for some high place, 
for hin not in that way attainable. Experience Estabrook, while yet of Gene- 
va, served from 18s2 to 1854 as attorney-general. Stephen S. Barlow, of 
Delavan, went to Sauk county and thence to the same office, 1870-1874. Capt. 
Almerin Gillette, of Hudson, and of the Twentieth Wisconsin Infantry, went 
to Kansas, where he became railway commissioner. Orville T. Bright, as 
boy and young ian, lived in that part of the town of Geneva which les near- 
est Elkhorn. .A\fter a term as county superintendent of schools he went to 
Chicago where he was for many years city superintendent. Since 1903 
Charles P. Cary has been im continuous service as state superintendent of 
public instruction. Te was elected from Delavan, where he was then chief 
officer of the state’s school for the deat. 

The first constitutional convention of Wisconsin met October 5. 1846. 
and adjourned Decentber 10, 1846. Its work was rejected at the election held 
April 5, 1847, by 6,000 majority. The vote of this county was: For, 984; 
against, 2,027. The second convention met December 15, 1847, and ad- 
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journed February 1, 1848. At the election, Mareh 13, 1Sye, its work was 
adopted by 10,000 majority. The county’s vote was: For, 1,3 
574. \Walworth’s representatives in these conventions were as fol 


3: against, 


ee 
lows 8 
FIRST CONVENTION. 


Charles Minton Baker, Geneva; William Bell, Walworth: William Bers, 
Spring Prairie; Joseph Bowker, Delavan; John \William Boyd, Linn; Lyman 
Hunt Seaver, Darien; Josiah Topping, Sharon: Solmous Wakelev, White- 
water. 

SECOND CONVENTION. 


Experience Estabrook, Geneva: George Gale, Elkhorn; James | larring- 
ton, Spring Prairie; Augustus Caesar Kinne, Sugar Creek: Hollis Latham, 
Elkhorn; Dr. Ezra Ames Mulford, Walworth. 

It has been told that the first constitution was rejected for causes too 
complex for easily explaining. This may be true, but there was and is a gen- 
eral unpression that the principal cause lay in article X, section 1, the whole 
text oi which was: “There shall be no bank of issue within this state.” The 
six Other sections were more specific in terms, but were of like import. Article 
XI, sections 4 and 5, of the constitution adopted, in effect, referred the ques- 
tion ot bank to popular vote. In November, 1851, this county voted with 
the rest of the state to permit banks of issue by 2,054 yeas to 229 nays. 

Walworth county has been represented by her own citizens on the bench 
of the first judicial circuit, first by Wyman Spooner of ilkhorn, whom Gov- 
ernor Iarwell appointed in 1853, Judge Whiton having become chiet justice 
of the supreme court, and he held the fall term of court in each county of 
the circuit. At the November election James R. Doolittle, of Racine, defeated 
Judge Spooner as a candidate for the rest of the unexpired term. On Judge 
Lyon's transference from the circuit bench to that of the higher court, Robert 
Harkness, of Elkhorn, succeeded, and his own resignation, in| March, 1875, 
opened the way to John Theodore Wentworth. of Geneva, who was cleeted 
i wApril and held the June term of court for that vear. Ele removed to Racine 
and was rechosen in 1877 and served until fanuary, 1884. having been de- 
feated by John Bradley Winslow, now chief justice of the supreme court 

In the territorial pertod judges of probate were appointed. Under state 
government county judges are chosen at April clections for terms of four 
years, beginning first Monday of January following. The dates shown in the 
several official lists are terim-begimmings. 
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PROBATE JUDGES. 


Joseple(arihin: 2.7 eee: ee =i AHEITON eee hier eet Juue,4. TS4e 
ohn POX to ei ere oe sguaaedtasts io ae eee atch 20, Vests 
Wvalliamn ChemesaeNileiee. Law ec aaa Wl) der eee June 24, 1843 
Teva Spooner evan Soha ow ts as ol OL ee January 26, 1847 


COUNTY JUDGES. 


PM ain Ae ete ae LCN reenter eee WDelavanie 2 Sep eee January 7, 1850 
lexi COM den same. ore eee ee eee |B dS (S39) eer ere oc ee January 14, 1856 
Oli FON Pollen: save eaten ae pea dcast, UnOy peewee eee eee June 2, 1856 
Peter Golder cpessae steer e toe LIKDOri See ae ee April 3621557 
Jaynes Bailey Walicelet oer ye os LNG i ae en January 4, 1886 
aval ortest Is Oneee a: eet re ai HUERO lea eerereeeey seen January 23, 1899 


Judge .\Wen having resigned. Governor Barstow appointed Mr. Cow- 
dlery. Alr. Potter was elected in .\prill for the restvots Wen s tei, bureiis 
own election in November to Congress made another soon-following change. 
Judge Golder had served nearly twenty-nine vears, when his loss of hearing 
compelled his retirement. Judge Wheeler resigned and went to his old home 
at or near Rutland, Vermont, and Governor Schofield’s appointment, with 
three elections for full terms, have prolonged Judge Lyon's tenure of this 
now more than ever before important office to January, QT 4. 


COURT COMBITSSION ERS. 


Court commissioners have been appointed by the several cirenit judges, 
but the record of these officers is not found tor the period previous to 1867. 
A few names are mentioned incidentally in other records, and these are in- 
cluded without exact date of the terms: Wilham C. Allen, 186g: Charles 
Al. Baker, .\lanson H. Barnes, 1861: Dwight Bennett Barnes, 1893: Pitt 
Noble Cravath, 18g1: Prosper Cravath, between 1862 and 1875; Christo- 
pher Douglass, 1842; George Gale, 1842; Peter Golder, 1856: Charles FE. 
Griftin, 1866; tlenry Heady, between 1875 and 1892: Robert Flolley. 1841: 
Joseph Ff. Lyon, between 1884 and 1893: Silas W. Alenzie, between 1870 and 
i885: Henry O. Montague, 1861: James Sinunons, between 1871 and 1893: 
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Alfred S. Spooner, between 1872 and 1893: Ernest L. von Suessmileh, 1895; 
Charles B. Sumner. 1891: Solmous Wakeley, 1861: John T. Wentworth, 
1863: Albert T. Wheeler, 1861. 

State and county officers are elected in November for a term begining 
the first Monday of January following. | 


SY TECSENATORS., 


Memmi Ovdl.. 2.1... eae. cess LIND. eave tanad area. 1848-9, 1858-9 
Weoree Gailey, ...... ee ok rene te Adal LIU a nea alee yoene cur yaa 1850-1 
Eleagzin  \\akelev...... eee sna seamen IIRC WW ARE ada Grier oet 0h: somes 1852-5 
ee scee MAINS, 20. tes esos EIKNOM. «6 2s... oe en eee 1850-7 
ieee eed. Dartlett........ piot tea cist Wl On wads « <n-2e Rea eek le 1860-1 
OSS Te Tillis (0010) 0, a || Loe hae Am ere Eh 1862-3 
Peer siOMmmemeeittlejolin.............. NW EIDUCAR ALG Ie ghee ee 1864-9 
Se.) UP icaht i Pry PLE Oo) cd at) eh Ce Ae a 1870-3 
Thompson Dimoek Weeks........... Malte alenen: 4. sauene 187.J-5, 1803-6 
CSTE CeO 2 Ee Peer DOGO vO] ager era rr ere (876-7 
Petenenoun@rrin Wevnolds......... Deco GINeN Aida. lp tust ee et te 1878-9 
Pilerepameey Qivarles..........0.05. SGI Steer sos. nate es, 1880-1 
melighlee@ieqinetich .....i..-.-+.... ike jeney ass se ee cet 1882-4 
oa fice She ISSO iah oyun heuth teeeeecient te ee ae IS85-8 
Dr. James Constant Reynolds........ bale (ieney lc aaeCne as tes IS&y-G2 
ee) So) hd eh WS ReRre Wiles een ocn eee 18u7-8 
Ue liimeeeticoil Matris .......-.is«. Pe Pcl cura Row ator Ae) or ts he 2 L&go-19go2 
Adelie Beach... .....2...4.0. VE RIUGAN UG leet a ods aaa ee tun gece 1903-6 
Wola Bmeizelwood ........5...85% GIG gs <f Neen ot, Su a tee [QO7-10 
Copii! oo Sie, ME SAU Wits eaves csc, ee ania tt 


The constitutional amendment of 1882, making legislative sessions bi- 
enmal and elections for state and county offices fall in even-numbered years. 
added a year to terms of all sueh officers as were chosen in the previous vear. 
There was no legislative session for 1884.0 Two apportronments between 
T&go and 19g00 changed the number of this senate district from: even to odd 
and thus Alr. Solliday sat in but one session for the jot district. Drs. DB. O. 
and J. C. Reynolds are respectively father and son. Names marked * are 
of soldiers of the Civil war, who are so denoted in all the following offieral 


lists. 
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MEMBERS OF ASSEMBLY. 


eXbell. Altrec cere eee (GENEVA. cack eee ee te ae ere 1877 
padrich, A iva Mighteemienr\ ae. Spite: Pe ratiicreeree ee recuse se 1878 
Evie, Isic lie iaitey. eee eee NW be ht renner ree Aer eee eee 188g 
Wen GeOr ee aetna ae tee ee TEATVI oe See eeetterese eec ce a 1855 
Bxilen, Geong eax Wieser eee BIG oniiiel ener eee ance ee 1880 
PVCU CISt atye eaten cen carpet eee SDMNS Ue Taliie <n eee 1864 
Alen. Willa Cheney. sssrete eee 1D eRe 1 ee Aa ene tray ee re 1866-7 
raul) Corals 1A i Lp ecboy el ge meerinanmratn Moos c o5 Ae SHALOM). 0) ees ac eee ee 1854 
arnold, Payette Ps... peers SHarOn wes. G oe eee 1862 
babcock .Alender O.,. ee eee ast’ Eroy 4... .cee een 1850 
Balser | dines? <a ss on eae ee Bast: [roy (22220 at eee 1858 
Barlow, oteplien steeleme.ce ace Delavan. ota ee ee 1852 
barnes, wacht Bennetteec eens Delavanieec.. <i teet es ee 1880-1 
+ Bartlett. Oscaiws eee PASto ones: ote oar or meee 1853-4 
Bell Joi... careers earn eee LYE CRCE ea rcaeeens ns ee earner omnes 1853 
PCUSON,, SCMItVICT ANcicl ee een: Bloomiheld.ta eae cney ere 1861 
elanchcds. Dies (ealeh oly eee, Hast Uroyaeace eee eee 1880 
Poxcen Or iG ee eee ae Genial Raper os eee eee 1862 
P TSFOWMSOM. aPOUM WN gem = Slecaeseen echo Ne gt ¥ NCI, ML: eee me ee enn ng eee 1882 
Buehee. Itancis 7... «waste are GeNGVas. 5 i ee ee OO carte es 
junker, Nathaniel Mead............ DEON" 2950s ee rere 1875 
eae ipso )Ge\ \\ | bey be eae ee Menrs ae terra a Ast “UrOye ee eee ee 1870-1874 
SHeiie uilitaiDensin@ ie. as idoniield:. sec. eee 1856 
Glens. INE US em lilt ou te een eee ea Welt wvat@ie.7.cc.tecte arco ae eee 1850 
etree aIneS 05 15k. eee TGR TAMEUEG = oases each ee 1860 
Clough Warwiile erete eae Darien), Patol eee nace eae 1899 
Gocliraiieg yy miieiiie. Acc een eee Prelate acy eee eter 1893 
oer OSs tines een oe AV UGA ae oes eee aces 1878-9 
SS Onc Ke Plea anc git ees eee TU ies eee cere ere eee ae T8509 
Cooper, Dr, Yoel Hienry..........«<2.0 Sone Praiitem eee 1852 
CAEVwab lee), LOS polenta mien ae eres tn4 Se NSLS ines eekete ot has cee 1848 
Darvas, Uloimasiege oie secs cee ev osc ea eee 1865-6 
Derthick, Waller George...........- Lath ANGE Gt. eterna me asin 7 a eee 1882 
Werte, (lyse iccreue.e, . yeh es ae OS Senet Nr ed Sa a ee 1879 
WES S Ol terrenesse oem eeenenes ys ener Bsc) | ee a. ree Re Coe 1860 


Douglass. Cacles acetone ee AS UU wee rere aha ee ae 1873 
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IDs AE eltelg e105 Beri 10 td ee en ee Bk 1901 
IDO NATICS aac vee. cee. eee (ZONOGAY «cae nose ee 1875 
JS Ast JE el: INS CUIASCOMEL bi siccerees coe thee ee 1851, 1858 
acemoneotephnen KR... .....s... see RECEDES 25 Soe ctor Ons, Pic 1870 
ee crMarnmele x CPICNCE 45 4046 os eos GENEVA G5. dad bs dec cansawees 1851 
“Jonhore aces |. Pr net nT TIO Vu optae sica.th, be oa. Sc ke a 1856 
Pevovesesinnotny Elopkins.......+..Bloomfheld ........02....200. 1852-3 
ieerernGrcoree E1........ racers Be RICE ALCE Se ctataates cic. Rn 1863 
amis line Oda 2k soe ee es ass pare er ae ie) eee rere eae ee 1893-6 
oe ney CIAVLON 6. eee Pele OG Uta Perec toee eS 1OL! 
Cir ies 1G SUG) die ange | Et aaa Ip ie aarti ee 1848 
Cee | De |B Veale | tfc teeter oer ane Aree MEe yy Thy 1807 
nite, VC Sor Le [OtG RAL 2) Rtbvergmeaeier eeryree tener Orr 1895 
Groesbeck, Benjamin [ree tora ener ey) Ss) tb og ogre ener 2 <o. C 1865 
Intl ISSn0 ae NAVAS OT fa cna ota. oc eames 
iuimerany terry Green.,........... SSG nce he Ge ein ee iSs4 
ipepicse caine) Wexter............ GS V1h i BOC err eee 1849 
 2iabeal 2) (0c |e Be pant cU CUI aes ser 18.49 
leave enTy C.ca...... co ee TCIMUIOMNU tat 5 econ oae ene 2 sae se 
Herron, Wilson R..... et eye eso) 10 a0) | hare ene eee fre 1874-1857 
Hill, Thomas Worden............ Gi PANG OTS Gat ehh ce ce nnemers 6 1853, 1863 
Iicopcee Daniel... ..s0.... s- Bey seal MO Nagel Cesdince Riana 1855, 1859, 18609 
ty otter Wham Henry....... rere Nba) gh seen cree rete 1897, 1899 
Isham, William Willard............. WIGAN LIS Gr Mecha en eterna aks IS55 
(es. oie ate eae SIERO Ue ean era aed 1864, 1871 
Johnson, ranle Ho... ek. rc ewe nate NE) elie tates Acree Rk Ie oe TQos 
* Johnson, John PER van ch tend eR oie a TE Ca ica 2 dee 1885 
*KXellam. Alphonso G............005 NALS as amare ce eer mer 1869 
Kelsey, Milo .......... ee pee NAR AA ee eens otra ae Mee 1848, 1849 
*iwizer. Pernaido Cortez............ NODE ce) (silo ee ae ee 1889, 1891 
UL GES Sine © rr MIGGMIMENC. 5 cgted ood ew ae joo 
Lake, Phipps Waldo.............-. Pah OVEN Sr iret ee as IN5. 
Latham, Hollis...... Pee ea ees SIRS: ee a a ae ar 1862 
PANG eTCeG AMES ci. 64650560005 -os- PNG Coe a ee agen hci ye 1553, 1856 
ices se) Bo lGiroialion een gee. tok bee ee (855 
ome wClecter Deming.....-...... IPE). he eet isi. bax 4a" / ce 1865 
Lis IS 0a BP KG eet ah o..s 2 eee tR48 
evmecreorge Hiram........-....+% AION oo os aha 1849 


[yon, Joseph Foster...... kee ici. ss oes. on eee 1868 
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Melsibbin, jicliigys eee re Os mere ee loss 
Niasenee Ibert: irae eee eee seg ATOR tae oe en ee lone 
Mascon: | oSéj yi Tete ames ree ie Walworth Beer eee eee 18g! 
Mead, Zeralice cae oe ore: filers SVU GN AUG ee eee eee 1852 
AN Ter Tatanwece iC UN UN DT eure meres Sat. LV O18 24h 1881 
et riat, 2eiiiZ yn oe er er SLi) eee eee Roa ea 1871 
# Mailer, Dr. Clarkson ..<... .2¢¢5.4 ic oy CNR ee ee ec eieee 1860 
pvolile, BiitleieG <4) eee eee soe FULLEGACGT 5. eee sfc eee 1858 
Palmer, Dr.Xlexander S........ ie g MAC IIGNA Se aka aca tated eae cae 1850 
Peniglarighcaiys (el iiiag corer enero eee Rochon: 25 ee eee ee 1878 
PRCEEIE lea ins: coer ns ee eee Bast lt Oven ae tee eens ee 1866 
Potter, Jolt, Hox eer See Meee inion rE SIO ecmareetia ue wemeana tg 1856 
Piatt. Oris 0.2 eee eee Pea OPI UIe Tal cies Pee Io3 
Pratt, Samuel .......... eee tres te LS ete NG | ae 1849, 1855, 1863 
al ces Glalll plionmucqie ana, econ ee EcaSU TO) ec eee 1851 
Nano Cie OlOe 22s eecnaeeere ee ee [La Svan eae teepe.ceoee es he ee 1868 
Ravintone, siiepard ern.) eer eee a CiCLIGAE) Sak ee eee een een tae 1866 
*Reynolds, Dr. Benoni Orrin........ Leak eG cnet amen come ore: 1876 
Reynolds, Dr. James Constant...... Lake Geneva. ere 1885, 1887 
itchardsom, rasinus Danwine ee ClCH A tks eee ee ete eee 1848 
oclecell Ieubetls cea eee Rrra E06 (lo) ChmmmnIne cain ieee heer araer ct 1859 
Piouudve lr. Daniel ee es ee Geneva. go cae eee ees 1864 
Seaver me Osepl) MMRITel). 2 2-. 5 6 se POAT ICH gre eee oeee 22 pace 1853 
Seymour, Robert Thompson........ LEAEAV CHC 2. ce eee ee 1856 
Sie tial peeve heSOM +). ree , Welavalis, Wate eo ee 1872, 1875 
SU Mec. Migohduc Dar ore sien oem « dbaies ULE Oe Sater ieee eee i850 
SSuMntlee WDCK (le oc cs ee a BIG hy) ners eee oe rey oe 19g0l-4 
STP PUL SeeP oe 1tde lets: csc. tese setae) cee ae eee Ia Chimieaidlige eucne eee eee: 1864 
Simnitlice [rAmeiS thc << ose we we ele ws. eee NO Leer 1861 
SOTA Tel Mepse lle Nines Net eS one eceieclte eee re got rene eres 1868, 1869 
Saree eas eye ONG leee. es ee eee TAN eee ey or egeneeeeeeeeee 1881 
yD Ya ire else sy NCCLS) Pe dae rane eR CS CICV Ao eee eee ee 1854 
SOOM CI ey aia area ee ce ae ee F sive siya eaieese. 1850-1, 1857. 18601 
PPA ele Clana Uae Gee ce eee gt [CU SGM ee creche eens 1907 
Staltore, BNOS Bayete... 2 ose [linac ale ate eemetne en ey oo 1872 
Stearns. Daniel Pmansiteld 2: 2... SVU Gee ar er 1876 
SLOW AE, MRL Ge a emma eer tetera IS 1 TO 1c eet ener eee 1887 
Stewart, Donald eee: Die wae UGA Creek: name ees oe emit: 
Sturtevant,. Charlessilolmiesa.0. 5. Delavall: *..c0q eee near? coe 1863 
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Teeol’ Ci Sse DAT Ct cae Gece eee vel cet eee 1876 
Mieiscer SANINOW 2. 2 see. ere ee | en rere eee ee 185 

SCC Ts ee viele pe ke ATUINT 2 4 ao eds oe eee 1865 
Voorhees, Samuel \Wood...... Stim cree SIGUE TL 9 Ak 3 st ine Aken INs7 
Peele BoOiOUS ss) 22.2.2 hse ec ees MY ILCAV ATCT hace. ec 1855. 1856, 1857 
Weeks, Thompson Dimock.......... NC NUCH cca ae ween che eee 1807 
POM AUIC NIST. o46. sos ee PIM EOD 20% GO" crt iE (S71, Tege 
MUM TIULCT SOM. cu ea tee ee os Ae CUTS CECs Giicig eh tee tant eee 1834, 1860 
UN INES. DJG SS i re iON eee ee tar ao a 
MMeomerrordiio Sales... isc... eek |SOIISDEGY os aber guerre: ener err amen ureter’ 1805 
kG: OS, a a SC IMRT | ira ee ara ere renee 1852 


The names of physicians in tlis list and the next one show that the pro- 
fession, as practiced here, did not regard politics and medicine as incompatible. 
the one with the other; and the Civil war found another field for their activity. 
George and Dwight S. Allen were father and son. as were Hugh and Chester 
D. Long. Samuel and Orris Pratt and Solmous and Eleazar \Wakeley, the 
latter of the State Senate. A. E. and J. .\. Sniuth were brothers. Mr. Tilton 
was a Methodist clergyman. 
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CaP) he) ba Paci eet ree ee ee eer ge Romer 1842 
Pr lemlesse Call cee ee ews © Dini nico ula WIRE mane peat ets, 3 ae 1843 
Goatees Gaviord........ tes ete ee CO go, geen eres ee eee Eee 1843 
Paeconebr, Olver C. .......-5.--- So MICV TEN 11 Cl gaara era a ere ener eee IR 44 
[etl AU a ra Ie MCE See Fat Aha tot Gan eee IN45, 1846 
Premera VEN 6.4. oe GEG peep eae meee ac eee Ik4h 
Cae CC re ee eA eee, ates TS4i7, tee 
|RSS. 2 101) 0S ie aL Pema ace ett IS4y, T8860. 1857 
Sicily C00) ato eiree es ech, A ee eee ees eee ISSO 
Micon loratio Sales ....2..444 +. Paes eee 2s pace ee Iss 
Coach (CCl tt er a TIEN (G0 et ee aera (mee 
Remeler ieee Cr Tali(l <2... ee eo ee wes 2 er ai) ene er PY 5 [Ss 
Heaersteem lima bl. o.oo eS tee ws Bi CCK 5h. sg ee DSs.4. 1855 
omecneeanvard (oo... se eee es Donen 4 sain es le ee I&s&, 1859 
PodeeGm ONIN 662 e she ee ee ree PAWS GAH. <iea 2 im eae ee LkOH0, 1861 


Siurtevant. Charlés Holmes.:..-.... TeV << «Sars « oletiw ee 1862 
ivimebnonmeas Worden ......-.«-..--)lisOn .......26. 1863, 1864, 1865 
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Pe lleiie: (CO) Oc preeeree sae ict oct 1866 
BUlTI a Pe eCIUlS erent repel oie eit olow em thm bl 5 6 7 ON 1867 
Seymour, Robert] hompson: ease ic hie nee re 1868. 1873 
Chapin, Wilham Densmore ....... pees JOON e\d kee eee meee nen 1869. 1881 
Richardson, Erasmus Darwin... 5.5. @e(ienev an eee eee 1870 
fe ni OS) Mult OSE iaemea nr: 0 la eusuereceret DA TIC TI ne aap eee ee 1871, 1872 
ova) johny ilianiy... cd meee LAnn Deano eee eee loz 
Moalliams- avid ....6.. ee ae Ou een ee els os oe le 1975 
1D (c*\gMo) Siem Kelopp iticgs snk eee ee ee ; WATCH yee. eee ee 1876 
PT ene mis lilt ter eue nn nea STGP ON a ean ein ne ae 1877, 1882 
Eish@peniatiiesy I-25.) ae ee ee aC an ee ne eee 1878, 1879 
Pe Nieiter OO WAGIIT Scien. sae Pile Venere earn ers 1880, 1883-90 
Pele GeOlce (Nile 2 eee an ene DlOOmiieldy 1 ee ee 1891-97 
Lata GeOr Oe \\l Shan..a. ee eee eee TSG greet, Stee ee tec 1898-1902 
Douglass, Carlos Stewart........... NA FEW Ei < cxeeceegee ees eee 1903. IQIO 
(iniatie, Geoncel ne eee Laue 5 Sean econ ee IQTI 


Messrs. Bell, Gale. Winsor, Cotton, Rockwell and Treat were Demo- 
crats. Messrs. Mills. Cotton, Conrick, Lucius Allen, Lyon and Williams had 
been or were afterward citizens of other towns than those here named. 

The order of county officers as preseribed by statute for printing official 
ballots is: County elerk (for many years named “clerk of the board of su- 
pervisors’’), cotnty treasurer, sheriff, coroner, clerk of circuit and county 
court, district attorney, register of deeds, county surveyor. The older ar- 
rangement had been in the order of their desirability for candidates. This 
placed sheriff. register of deeds and treasurer at and next to the head of the 
tickets and the coroner at the foot. Since 1883 their biennial terms have 
begun on the first Monday of January, in odd-numbered years. Since 1905 
the superintendents of schools have been chosen the first Tuesday of April 
and begun their terms on the first Monday of July. 


COUNTY CLERKS. 


NieCraken, Volney Anderson. -....... 2 a@rance yy ee 1839 
eathiam, Hollis ere es le Ieee 18.40, 1841, TRH 
Kelsey, Milo (old board)...... vacua « CIA AT igen eee eee 1842 
Isish, Jolin (new board). 3.3 2 os DCI ar ee Be. 4 ae 1842 
Mindges; Tecan... ser ee eee ore oS ee Peencrye 1846 


Vhouipson, Albert A. . 2. %ices <tc are | ING eee renee 1o47 
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Procter ieNaiiball ...... aes CAT Chee nee ee 1848 
Co-dem wie iman....... ee PST IO 1A ue ae tree eee ee 1851 
Bilevwmenarles \V. 2) oe. ene ee Beedle POUT CG eda Bet eae eae eaten 1853 
iWexinee Meron Hdwin............ UO Tain eye, a ceog eects ae 1857-1874 
Dewing, Ely Bruce (deputy)........ Diese tae eae ee een re er a i874 
Coren ir Lainotte .i.<....4% BUS One at en ee 1875-1900 
Clongh, Watham FE. (deputy)........ vie, 2 CoN Ce eee oe 1900 
Piemietonettant Dean... ..... 0.4. NO ekeiae vil erent. a eee 1901-1913 


Myron E. Dewing died March 26, 1874, and his brother served till the 
end of the vear. The Cowderys wert father and son. The latter died Mav 
10, 1900. The records of this office have suffered little from fading and dis- 
coloration, and are generally easily legible. Mfr. Thompson's records are 
pleasant to look upon for their neat handwriting and their clerical forin, At 
two vears old, Myron E. Dewing lost the fingers of both hands by burning in 
the embers of a rubbish fire. He learned to write a bold, business-like hand, 
and early reached a surprising degree of expertness in many things that 
usually require unmaimed fingers. Tis aptitude for the duties of his place 
made him almost indispensable to the county board. Tlis two suecessors het- 
tered his excellent example, and, since 1903, the board's proceedings have 
been neatly and accurately typewritten. 


COUMTY TRICE ASURERS. 


Pimliichedde VVINTAIN +0450. 0-05 4% Bic Ra O) yee ne far ears eer 1838. 1839 
Boris, TEC MMLC! 2 6 6s es ene es Olle ust) Meee re maremeer © 1839, 1840 
Spooner MVECMAMUN .2. 0... seer we es CATs HOR yee Soran 1842 
PS @n 1OraliO SAl€S 1.4.0. 002666. Me ehi@irtine vou aes. ec cee 1842 
aS 0) A ET Pee oe ee eee ae eee 18.44 
el@wee Curtis: ...... pe er eo | a8) 0b Car eae err a aaa aPme ss (es 
Mi avarw@ecami€e,..... eee ee ATO ie eee sy es 1846, 1855-6 
Piicomelictry tlobart ..<.+++.>-+% (0S, G)s ae ee 1847, 1853-4 
(OAPI IOUNIS. 402s oso S ae Ps NG ab Meet gr er ean ere mrarey ener 1852 
hianehibanich Parmelee 3... .. =. -+ Ft Teas ea 1857-60 
Pree oumelliavel. .6..... 600s eee DOUG aol 1 eee Se ere rs ore 1861-6 
PiiG@iebreCVTON . i064. e0 os ees Peer Cha AMdD <ooi fo: xs dice Wecoteca sae ee 1867-8 
Fairchild, David Lupe..... Bee OTL ce) olen Someries vine LOGGED 
Blomiley, Fred W...... Drees. oi! 5. alsa eee 1877-82 


ieanendale. James Henry ......... eG. 4 \.0s 30° x See 1883-6 
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+ Church. LeonardeGy itis eee ene AVIA OS (Re eee 1887-92 
Glonely VWilliati (2:23, eeee Me Obese Me gy ce ed eee See 1893-6 
eterno \\ Wliati, Flee eae aera / > Bloomiic] dae eee: 1897-1900 
Fahey lien eet eee eee IV ONS: ccs ee nner I9QO1-O4 
Foot, Farry El. 2 ee eee 2 soa TOT Baers ome reer 1905-7 
Digat, Ciiniton, ten (Gita reeset SHARON saree ted cca sep 1908 
Oris.) ilk ley Coils eee Oita a) reer eer eye eee IQOQ- 1! 2 


Since 1893 the treasurer has been linited by statute to two terms of con- 
tinuous service. Ar. Foot died at Elkhorn, June 1, 1908, and his son com- 
pleted the term of office. 


SHERIFFS. 
Me alhie, Stieldon es. 65 ee eee Grell Valles oe eee ee 1839 
bolero RR tSSel UI tre ee Gene Uae ee eee ee eee 1841 
i bo SIONS 0 | rab le Cun aneeeeererereer A Iploonineldh seers ete epee 1843 
Bell GNatiiaiiel en ee Iba iaivebie - 2. ee eee en 1845 
Preston. © tiS-ane ee ee eee Spite E raitiegarem ee ea erete eet 1848 
Garver. © Miletus: See eee ee Soe eae | VANS gladinm searee  ase cpa ne 183] 
Giusy foseplicC lank cs erence were: AWW Ost lM eter ecstacy eae 1853 
(Gates, (/Osepi i424 eu. sane ee ge, (ACTION Giga <. ac eek ona ee 1855 
roe olavon ravalb is %o as aan oe oa: SL IO ac ected eee eae mene een 1857 
SCC Meee irae ie eee ee ae [Das@ lle eiaacs sheen cee 1859-60, 1867-8 
S\\aihien | 1cOLCe nm eis tOlt 21. ee WAV ENTS os tog 1861-2, 1865-6, 1881-2 
Sse CU) vem, aoe aioe avec Va UG NN GEC CI Seearen ere 1863-4 
I Seehy ian dcn wen ASHLEE: Omer ee ITIP Se ny ee 1869-70 
Here Uisaps eM RANTS): rte Guarana ee NWICGSV ALG (oon cas ue ee 1871-2 
ta oler Ge VIS: TO eran cea een CVOnS oy eeu ee 1873-4, 1877-8 
Soll ichier COIS (202. on eee ast: itOy oe es ae 1875-6 
iabeock., Steplieiio..00. 2:. ae eee Delavan’ yc eee 1879-80, 1883-4 
Derthick: JolumMenty ..... eee ae ira | ee 1885-6, 1891-2 
Misael Georccs wels@in. 2. eens 1S) ile) bane eeeer ere ot a 1887-8 
poster, WewiseGiceree 2! 2.-.;a26a 20. akGatsciicy ae 1889-90, 1893-4 
Piolister, SetMMMeniy sa... iss anaes RAN one eee 1895-6, 1899-1900 
Delicm bil lati le ieeeal fees Os aetna WEE W Ate <7 aasse.. eee 1897-8 
AV tte, Ach oat LS aera ee te ery veneer noon PAY hap oie rer ee 1901-2, 1907-8 
‘landers. sisscplin leon 2s oe: | \SOTS ae eae eg a »... 1903-4, 1909 
ele Ate UOU ie ret i Gic glee etn grate oa [ba fare eee 1905-6, 1910 
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Sheriff Flanders died suddenly at tea-table, December 16, 1gog, and ex- 
Sheriff Harrington was appointed by Governor Davidson to serve unul fgtt. 
, Air. Goff is the oldest hving ex-sheriff. Babeoek and \Wiswell are dead. At 
the end of \Wiswell’s term he was appointed United States marshal for east- 
ern Wisconsin. Ie had held the post of sergeant-at-arms of the Repubhean 
national convention of 1900, at Philadelplua. 

The rather shadowy hne of coroners began in 1839 with Hollis Latham. 
A single function, that of serving papers on the sheriff, if oceasion requires, 
is about all that is left belonging to these statutory but unsalaried and practi- 
cally unfee'd officers, for justices of the peace may and usually do hold im- 
quests. A statute of 1875 seemed a little more favorable to coroners, but 
still left their pay to the judgment or liberality of county boards of super- 
visors. William Il. Bell. then of Elkhorn, had been elected in 1874, but, 
according to usage, had not “qualified.” He now hastened to take the oath 
of office, and to ask the board at its November session to make the place 
worth the holding. 

His memorial, petition, or “siffication” was received as soberly as possi- 
ble. and the sum of fifteen dollars was the salary fixed. Since 1848 the 
coroners elected were. in that year, ILorace Noble Ilay, and thereafter 
David Williams. Samuel Pratt, William Tl. Pettit, John B. Flutelins, Dr. 
Daniel C. Roundy, G. C. Gardner, Julius .\. Treat. Henry Adkins, G. C. 
Gardner (again). Wellington Hendrix, .\bram G, Leland, Charles D. Root, 
William Ii. Bell, Charles Lysander Lyon. Mr. Bell was chosen at) four 
successive elections (the last one in 1880), and Mr. Lyon has been elected 
biennially from 1882 to 1910, and has given Ins official bond and taken 
his oath of office for fifteen terms. From 1848 to 1go6, mm whieh latter year 
primary elections put aside the old machinery of nominations, Republican 
county conventions, whose work was always ratifed at the November. polls, 
struggled titanically to determine majorities tor their nominees until near 
the lower end of the ticket. Then, wearied of their almost deadly carnest- 
ness, they ended their work in the smoke of cigars (passed about by suceess- 
ful candidates). with an acclamation for some worthy eltizen who Teast 
looked for such honor. The nomination for coroner was thus a tired con- 
vention’s return te care-free good humor. Mr. Lyon's acceptance of his good 
fortune was at first his part of the joke, and it afterward became his habit. 
As turnkey and deputy under several sheriffs he was clear-headed and rese- 
lute. Though now more than “eighty years young.” he is vet the Yorick of 
county officers. The late Joseph PF. Lyon was his brother. 
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CLERKS OF THE CIRCUIT COURT. 


ett. vv itiain, CisieniSon ae oy s EEL OCs ghee cece natoneny ee nee 1849-54 
Gauss, Pei y tans cr: sack ela aeeee ELCs ee UNGOY caren ees ae re meses racer 1855-60 
Sisninone, |AMeSs "ere ite GCHION A) arte aang eer ee sare 1861-70 
Weecntsvorth, join Gheadare eae GEG ete ee he eeu tees 1871-5 
Even, Joseph ester tac... see PAT ICM ee en pease oucacee en acanee 1875-7 
# A Vlei, levt Ee. &. -e tnee eee ee Oe cceerne teeeee 1878-84 
Keats, Washington Sidney =... see east, NOW teen meme ne ieee 1885-& 
Dewing. Ply Brice ee ple dlscnss LUI OU G1 oe aura tees rap eeraee: I88&9-94 
Morgan, Theron Rufus... 42 et ANGI ene ee cee 1895-1905 
Nelloge, George Olney ....... ee VIPEG WLC Dc ane ee 1905-12 


Mr. Morgan died September 28, 1905, and Mr. Kellogg filled out the 
term by appointment. Mr. Wentworth became cirenit judge in June, 1873. 
and he appointed Mr. Lyon to serve till the next election. 


DISTRICT Ad LORNEYS: 


pacer © lar le Satin Olt. meer cee GeNeUARe eet ee re arene 1839 
ieelabiaoks EP X)erlenCe yc enews =, cons (ROIEV Ai a. io ee era IS41 
sGIOK Step hCll. oteelen ei aa ae ecrne Dela atin aaa tee eee 1845, 1852 
Meacham .<Urbane Duncan 52. ce FeaSte EON sascha eee ee ee 1849 
Sroonerw ited otepiciS 2. .eene Delaanie ee eee 1854. 1856, 1878 
Siithetdariey Mlavels (acting )-23 ase EIKNOriy s.r 1854 
NV entworhs olin) heodoie 2a... ae (GENOVA oe. os ee 1858, 1860 
NIGP ME Ne NV GNMEOIN dak ore ce ee coatetenens NVliitewater: ..\ee eee 1862 
aihcoek es (ender Or .c..~ cere ae Hast “Ltov, aoe ee eee 1864 
ba PMCS S wI<OWelLwn yt ee ere one IRS) aay eee 1865, 1868, 1870 
Thomas, AliredyWelavanye...25 2 Delaxciny 2 ycsene eee lage elogitsge 
Wlveclet2 ese alle weet tee ISU OTa) cee es oe eee eee 1880 
Sp RAGMe er ocay ciclo Will Vey Sartore sere [SHOT 4-2 «.4aeee See eee T&82 
I lie ol ASe VV ceeecon eee ome eons ee ae DElAVAID 5 ieee eee 1885, 1887 
N04 | SR en Ueto ages rer eee ee ee SHiatrO th cise ee eee 1889. 18g 
Siuniuer, Chaglesebeineth.... 22. 4. Welkinciiesea sc anee sate: 1893. 1895, 1897 
[Fasavil tevin wet retatsr ©) ames cone cera ARES Conccrlc od ane ene ey NNN. ier: 1899 
inclic a tien Nee ee ete serene ak GCney dee eee eees 1901, 1903 
Trace 1S2 POl Mets tare kate eee oe AN allio thi ore 1905. 1907, 1909 


fhalkley, Robert"G@reee eee Fa wed cacueptilee WLC LEC co emcee nas eres err I9It 
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Wallace and John P. Ingalls are brothers. the former now of Racine; 
the latter was a soldier of the war with Spain. Messrs. Wentworth, Ilark- 


ness, Thomas and Wheeler became judges of various courts. 


REGISTERS OF DEEDS. 


Pei sele LeGrand 206.5604 ...0%.- PKHOT Li ee ee 1839 
Demis OOUl BEETS 2) ok acc ce nas TAO SOUP seer cae, cet eee i842 
OMG OMMED 4 <4. 6s sa ce eee outa (TOC fake ners ean 1843 
Li ne eee te Ah (a to) emer ee mer VA. 1846 
S20 TE TG sog ay) | (ee Seo Peel me ene 1847 
Peememenester WENN. ....... 26... (OH 11) eee ee eer ar ere 1851 
PMO NaS 2... .2002.....00- OY, arrose ners og a eae ae 1853 
eakigs, Henry ....... : Sut Reem TALIA, s¢ pen. clement 1855, 1857 
Humphrey, Benjamin Blodgett Benet GENEVA eee coe eae eee 1859, (861 
Mienehone OS Bobo. is... .. {eee Soring ratte «sae © ee eae 1863, 1805 
PMU TIES ET, sec. kee ee | Cade 12d oe SS 1867 
* Noyes, Charles Augustus..... beta e iene vasee tte eek Mar 1869, 1871, 1873 
Srmmemmertnur Loomis .....6...,GeNeVa ...660 6 eet ees 1875, 1877 
Morrison, William Henry...... Bea HOV ets ae 1879, 1881, 1883 
Mmyecoster joseph Haydn ...... rok ieee OF de(o | aerate one ea eee 188s, 1887 
Waylor. William Thomas .......... Dero Cee teaser eee T&89, 1891, 1893 
Bivaimceminenity ID... 666. sc ss eee s ..spring Prairie. 1895, 18y7. 18909. igol, 

1903 
Pimimesebrank G. ....... Beare eee A LNIUONW LEIP We eon cu, ctor hone 1905. 1907 
Dunbar, Samuel James ...... en DM apices eee nn eee Igo), ILI 


Mr. Davis had lost both legs by freezing. Ile was a pioneer at Tucson, 
but after his term of office had ended he remained a citizen of Ilkhorn till his 
death in 1880. Mr. Noves, his father’s namesake, was a nephew of the pio- 
neer Warrens of Geneva village and a son-in-law of Benjamin 2. Tlumphrey. 
He was a soldier of the Eighth Wisconsin Infantry, and a wound received al 
Farmington, Tennessee. crippled him for life. Mr. Morrison became director 
of farmers’ institutes, and died at Madison in 1893. Mr. \Webster is a son 
of the composer, Joseph Phitbrick \Webster. 


COUNTY SURRY Eels. 


“ > 
ops e damit Soe. sw. ce ce cea. Mela al ¢ cs dooce eee IR ay 
eee oe yaias Norris... ow... as EN, < -+ ah ade Re ba ry 
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Frelsey. Salnitiel eee eee bilo meee LOG LANE ogee eee ae anne ee Tons 
Minbbs: Wanes lawrence sarc aes Let avelter ae ts Oo ae 7 alec) 
IBGCK TER VN Adds Cline rene lee reer (ried peas 1865, 1871, 1873, 1875 
Cite amis’ acl. cae are So Latayelle cee eee 1877 to 1891 
(GARG Cclecglacs hae emer ere pee sed ICHDIONCL: Sizer meaner tert rie. am 1891 
Coe Ui eee eee ee soy ihar eos wos Loc CLL cn ener 1003 tO 1905, 1011 
NiaNOM esse (roma rete 56:04 2 NOEUIRMOU LD. serene eee ae 1905 
ireecple: Gcorve ere ee NV lirex Aer pee eee 1907, 1909 


James and \Woilhany Child were father and sone Whe eldereyire China 
once said, in the latter half of his long tenure of this office, that while he had 
done much professional work within that period, he had been emploved 
but three times because of his official position. As long as original corner- 
stakes of towns and sections left their traces Mr. Tubbs was aceounted the 


one man in the county surest to find them, 


SUPERINTENDENTS OF SCHOOES, 


*Chenev, Augustus Jackman... 4. Te Lae eens ere ieee 1863, 1864 
STIS ORIN Oe Nee ear en meme aes ooo CEN GA sere eee ‘Pp. Marche, to05 
sright, @eville Thomas ............ CiGhiGydioapcans ae a eee ce ee 1867 
Pere NT rina seen ee eee Cree) Ae ee nee App, lg. 31. oes 
[ees losmewclsOn:, sues mn ene IB el eh: ere ar eee re ct me eer 1869 
AY Koy este Gh.) al PA Rene ereeer erie! MUR M0 lne Sem Reng far. 3 5 cee ee 1871 
Ballard, Samuel P. ....2.22.. 2.2... Sllaron (ep aiianeesee ee 
Delnatiemlenec \\ lauds... 5 peereereer ts Sligay Cech =. 2 eee 1876, 1878 
Gai ev taliigine 2. 2), Serene eae Richiioud see eee T&8o, 1882 
Skeelss Joslin Gra seins = 5 Uae eee ts eee ED TRIG eee serene ee 1885 
Mlienises|2cO Mh. fees. . See ae \\ Wiley ter 2 oe 1887, 188, 1891 
DR Ot eely” WN. csc ee Richiignid:.. .. eee 1893. 1895 
acheter. Llanos: 2... eee AST a. icc) eee eee ee 1897 
Wiges,, Joly CiStavuSa.... 2490. «scseedee OHO 1 ieee) mene ea t&g9 to 1909 
Valet Wii mls lent sate cetera tee ae ene. ene vies MLK GOI 2 oo a ate ee 1909 


Mr. Montague was killed in December, 1872 (bv sleigh-ride accident). 
and Mr. Ballard was appointed to serve till 1874. and elected for another 
term. The Taylors were father aid son, ny like order of service. “Aliss 
Webster is now Mrs. Charles P. Greene, of Elkhorn. This superintendeney, 
at first something more than nominal, by slowly, surely, forward steps has 
reached a high order of efficieney. Every district in the county. one hundred 
and four (besides the graded schools and Ingh schools), is visited yearly and 
as much oftener as found necessary. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS OF POOR AND INSANE. 
Seo emweivorman lL. v.... 6c. ...- LUG VIN seh ai sa Pes tee 1852-1855 
Cs souls |) s)he Re Pb Oh fo) asl 8 eee rene ae ee, 1852-1854 
PemiamisWavid 2... 1. ee SPER) RG: Ra en oe ES GN 1852-1855 
Letineitt, ale) ae eee USCA te Reecee re een Sete rear 1854-1886 
PVCCHP Gm ITN OTIINGr «2. . oes... SRS To ib 0 (4 Saaaenreeas ePPeerar ec 2. 1855-1861 
(ee. ILO a errr SS (pili Me ULU LO 2S oe Grn cae 1855-1864 
Salus UAC) BEG ke ee STs ale a ws Ws 01k cara aaa arene aria ore 185Q 
if vee, JOG So ee ie hinaOltl oie ae eee aoe 1861-1891 
lipmeitotidoe Oren ..2.......... PE SNS cr cose tee Slt Mepad rect ese aise 1864-1879 
PM APeATICS 92.5. ee ee Co teat tir an Ne 1879-1914 
[OSCR TS || oli) ero) ci) i earner ae ietnntiGl 4202) ake Se exeateeea 1886-1912 
(went, occ) ne NS mln tenaatihr =.0 0 he aV.c ot nee Ge ISQt-1gol 
Sjeners Urmiman Rollin ........... eve ne (coc ascent IQO1-1913 
IeiietieetmienedeniCk .............. S Piiog bs Meee Ne gree [QT2-1Q15 


Mr. Salisbury did not serve and Mr. Gage resumed his place until lis 
resignation in November, 1864. Mr. Tlill died May 26, 1879. Mr. Latham 
February 26, 1886. Mr. Flulce September 14, 1893, and Mr. Cushing August 
31, 1901. The resident managers at the county farm, rather confusingly 
called superintendents, have been: 


liek 1k aye ON ye inte rene tens oni ees 2 1852 
IPI, |) OSG0 ee er Richmont! 2482 ose Tee? ee 1853 
GMEPCTATIOS OO. oe ec oe Ge eee eh Cpe este 1st RA ar nie 9 ee Nate 1855 
Ore. LL oe rr SUS. Ge he Re eee 1856 
(reeds baker .......+. 60.05 epee efi dia nelteeee eae hs nossa 1861 
(AieOMnaSe NV OTGEI .......2- se Ne ae ete tee Ge ore iden es 1806 
lla ee) (C) ed rae a ee ee ns Se ie 2 IN7Y 
ipiemOnierUtleh .2 5.6.6. cee Wiehe es eee ad ae oe ea L882 
BIMCMMOMNINIAN role sak ee eee cee es Pla hase ake Pe ee ake ee 1Qol 
Pie SIN, ao. 2 2 ois acs aes MINIT@T ook a ele ea a on eis .. 1yo2 
Sieber 1 a Ping dies os<<-c sia eae aes 16903 


In 1887 the county board ordered a tax of one-tenth of a null tera 
soldiers’ relief fund and appointed a eonmnittee of three soldiers of the Civil 
war to administer it. The fund has been found more than sufficient tor the 
purposes prescribed. Phe sum used im 1910 was one thousand eight hundred 
dollars. The members have been: 
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Knilans @fillian: Allen... .2....08 \Vilitew ater mame eens eon eee 1888 
Nei De Mi O1dMey ae ane eins Lint cS es ee 1888 
Matheson. (Oni citar eer ElkhGitt: 422 ee eerie 1888 
Church, leonard Cyttis 2. eee ee MAE MAWeled (Wie corn cen eer en 1890 
Kozer Memando- Cortez sa eee VV hite water ee ere cece 1903 
Meadows, John Greenwood ......... LyOiis: ioneepe rere ey reer cols, oe 1908 


Mr. Matheson died November 17, 1890. Captain Knilans removed in 
1902 to Beloit. Mr. Allen died May 5, 1908. 

Under a then recent statute, creating a state civil service commission, 
John Gustavus Voss and Albert Clayton Beckwith were appointed, in 1905, 
local examiners ior the county, to hold their places at the pleasure of the 
commission. 


CSE Tle Nt: 
PAST AND PRESENT DIVISIONS OF POLITICAL PARTIES. 


Men of New England, New York and northern Ohio met in these sia- 
teen townships to build up a new conimunity in no way essentially different 
trom the communities they had just left far eastward. Most of these men 
brought their political ideas, notions, or prejudices with them. They were 
Whigs and Democrats, with a few Abolitionists. They might vote, each ac- 
cording to lis former habit, at elections for delegate in Congress and for 
members ot the territorial Assembly: but the record of the county's vote, if 
such record was ever preserved, is not found. Judging partly from the 
little now known of the sentiments at that time of successful candidates, there 
seems to have been a small Democratic majority or plurality. The later 
comers were mostly from the same states as were the first ground-breakers, 
and do not appear to have affected greatly the relative strength of parties. In 
the short infancy of the county and its towns it may be supposed that local 
affairs had more influence at elections than opinions prescribed by national 
conventions on tariff, United States Bank, sub-treasury, and internal improve- 
ments. Writing of the earher days, in which he plaved some part, Judge Gale 
says: “Location of school houses. roads and amount of tax levy often made 
town elections most spirited of any in the vear. Toliticians of old towns 
have no adequate tdea of the spirit often manifested in a new town over these 
matters. Feuds were got up between leading families that have not passed 
and similarly throughout the west.” This may be a Macaulavan 





away 
“heightened and telling way of putting things. tor which allowance must be 
made.” (hatever may have been the earlier facts as to April and November 
elections, the vearly inflow of settlers must have tended more and more to 
clearly-drawn party lines in general elections. .\t the beginning of state gov- 
ernment a new political question had just grown from the annexation of 
Mexican territory. 

By 1848 both Whig and Democratic parties of the Northern states were 
already considerably leavened, as to ther members, with the sentunent of 
non-extension of slavery, and the “Wilmot Proviso” had spoken the word 
for Walworth. At the general eleetion of that vear, while the electoral vote 
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of Wisconsin was for Lewis Cass, this connty’s vote was 1.494 for Van 
Buren (lree-Soiler,), 804 for Taylor (Whig), 550 tor Cass (Democrat). 
In 1852 the county vote was 1.432 for Hale (Iree-Soiler). 1,141 for Pierce 
(Democrat). and 965 for Scott (Whig). In 1856 the returns showed 
3.518 for Fremont, 1,297 for Buchanan, 4 for Fillmore. The intermediate 
state and congressional elections gave similar results, for at each of these 
the [*ree-Soil candidates were consistently preferred to Whigs or Democrats; 
though in 1851 the Whig candidate for governor, Leonard J. Farwell, was 
of the Free-Soil wing of his party and therefore acceptable to Walworth. 
When, in 1854, a convention met to organize the Republican party of Wis- 
consin, Wyman Spooner was one of the leaders and lights of that high de- 
liberation. From that year to 1g1o the county’s majority has been only for 
Republican qolicies, measures and candidates. Until 1860 the newspapers an- 
nounced almost daily the arrival of one or more “prominent Democrats — 
leaders or “wheel horses’— of some state north of the Ohio and between two 
oceans at the all-receiving Republican camp. 

At the dissolution of the Whig party a few of its members joined the 
vietorious Democracy, but by far the greater number went to the new and 
hopeful opposition, Jt was observed by some of these ex-Whigs that many 
converted Democrats were thrusting themselves into Republican leadership 
and finding choice places on Repubhean ballots with little or no probation or 
delay. Harley F. Smith, a lawyer of Elkhorn, who was both largely toler- 
ant and harmlessly satirical, said to his Democratic friend Preston, early in 
the campaign of 1860: “Otis, we shall heat you this vear, surely.” Preston 
answered drilv. ‘Aha!’ and asked, “On-what-do-you-pred-i-cate-vour- 
o-pinton 2” Smuth’s answer to this rather grandly-uttered question was: 
“Well, we have now taken about all the slippery fellows from vour party into 
ours.” [In September, 1856, Judge Doolittle, of the first circuit, who had 
resiened after the January term of court, was a defeated candidate for nom- 
ination at the Democratic congressional convention of the first district. Early 
in the following January he was chosen United States senator. Arthur Me- 
Arthur, the Democratic’ president of the state Senate, and Wyman Spooner, 
the Republican speaker of the Assembly, refused to sign the certificate of 
Doolttle’s election. This was on the ground that the constitution of Wis- 
consin disqualtifed judges for holding other offee within the period for 
which they had been elected. But Doolittle was seated at Washington, as 
Judges Trumbull and Warlan had been two vears earlier, in spite of similar 
provision in the THinois and Towa constitutions. Of course, some men said 
that Mr. Me Arthur wished to punish Doohttle for his conversion or deser- 
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tion, and that Judge Spooner wished himself to take Senntor Dodee's seat; 
but this was measuring great minds bv the gange of small souls. 

Before each jostling political atom had as vet settled easily aud tirmiy 
into its fitting place in the new political mass some slight personal jarring 
was liable to oceur now and again. Dr. Philip Maxwell. who had become a 
Republican, had held Jackson's commission as a surgeon of the regular army, 
and he revered “Old Hickory” as a Mars in war and a Moses in polities. 
Onee urged to take some part ina Republican mass meeting for the COnMELY, 
he demurred, saying he was tired of hearing Judge Spooner. “that. blue- 
bellied old Federalist. while he should stand up for two hours to abuse Gen- 
‘eral Jackson.” The Doctor was over touchy, for the Judge did but acense 
the old General of having invented the “spoils system.” Sneh little differ- 
ences, arising from previous political condition, soon disappeared, leaving 
no trace. 

Thoroughness of organization began with the party’s birth, for it was 
the work of master hands. Leaders suppressed their rival ambitions and per- 
sonal jealousies, and subalterns, such as loeal speakers and editors, were 
trained to concerted action. The party platform was simple and intelligible, 
and not hable to various interpretation. Feven the carhiest receipt and publi- 
cation of election results were not forgotten, as an instanee may show. On 
the night of election day in 1856 a few shrewdly-observing men at Eetkhorn 
sat till nearly davlight to receive returns from the other towns. They had 
little or no help from telegraph offiees at the few railway stations; bnt mes- 
sengers rode through mud and darkness, and as cach one came his figures 
were found to vary so slightly from pre-estimates that the county tetal dit 
fered scaree a hundred votes from the forecast. These political pre-calcula- 
tors had allowed correctly for the increasing rate of conversions in the Tast 
few davs of the campaign—for they knew their men, as their opponents 
knew them not so well. 

Instances may show how this was in that vear with Democrats of 
Walworth, hopeful as they were as to the clectoral result at large, and not 
inactive or noiseless at home. Licutenant-Governor Me Arthur, in a speech 
at Elkhorn (having been told that at the April eleettons this was found the 
only stronghold left to the county Demoeracy), likened the town te a “pearl 
on a black wooly string.” “The vote of Elkhorn in November was, 117 for 
Fremont, 86 for Buchanan, 2 for Fillmore. In the same campatgn Jackson 
Hadley, of Milwaukee, pre-calenlating his chance of election to Congress 
Over John F. Potter, and fearing only Walworth, was assured here that Mr. 
Potter could not have over ¢.600 majority in bis bome county Mr. Phadley 
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insisted on allowing 2,000, and on such basis counted upon election. This 
estimate was here declared wildly extravagant. Election returns reached Mil- 
waukee but slowly, but the results in the other counties of the district seemed 
to warrant celebration with cannonade, procession, martial music, banquet, 
and joy unconfined. The firing was stopped and the rest of the order of 
pleasure suspended indefinitely as soon as a dispatch from Walworth told 
of 2,370 majority there for Potter and hence of his election. 

In that vear the ratio of the Republican to the Democratic vote in the 
county was 73 to 27, For many vears afterward it remained steadily at 
68 to 32. In 1908 it was 67.93 to 32.07. Including all the parties in the 
computation, the per centage of the total vote of that year was severally > 
Republican, 62.2; Democratic, 29.4: Prohibitionist. 7.3: Social Democratic. 
1.1: with two votes for the Social Labor ticket. Though the course of gen- 
eral elections has been so nearly uniform, there has always been a discoverable 
tendency toward independent voting in assembly districts, cities and towns. 
Five times since 1855 regular Republican nominees for assemblymen have 
been defeated at the polls. In 1861 Hollis Latham, Democrat, was elected 
asa Union candidate over Richard B. Flack. In 1863 John Jeffers, independ- 
ent-Republican, prevailed over .\Janson H. Barnes. In 1869 and 1870 Judge 
White, Democrat, similarly overcame regular Republican nominees. In 1877, 
for the place of district attorney, .\lfred S. Spooner was chosen over Joseph 
Tl. Page, of Whitewater—the only instance in which, the whole county vot- 
Ing, a Republican nominee has been defeated. Between 1855 and 1911 most 
or all of the towns and cities have at some time or times elected Democratic 
members of the county board and other local officers—wherein Walworth 
differs little from such other .\merican connties as are generally Republican. 

The several fluctuations, permanent or transitory, 1n party majorities at 
presidential and “off-vear” elections have not been wholly unfelt here. though 
the county vote has not always been noticeably affected by them. The Greeley 
movement touched local leaders more than their party's rank and file. The 
Iflaves-Tilden campaign seemed to move the parties into olden unity, as 1s 
not unlikely to occur whenever both parties have nominated wisely. .\bout 
four hundred Republicans changed their votes in the third Cleveland contest. 
At the congressional elections of 1882, 1886 and 1890, Republican majorities 
were much reduced, but stood well above zero. 

Of foreign-born citizens, Seandinavians, who are most largely from 
Norway, have been almost unanimously Kepublicans. “The Germans and most 
others have heen divided about proportionately between the greater parties, 
the Republicans taking the larger number. The generally current notion 
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that the Irish-born are nearly all Democrats leaves out the very unportant 
element of non-Catholic Irish, most of whom have been and are Republieans. 
since the Civil war there has been a pereeptible re-distribution, pohitieally, of 
Catholic citizens, who are not hereditary bondimen of any party: though a uta- 
jority of those of Walworth are still Democratic, The colored population 
isa negligible quantity—less than one hundred in the county. The atutude 
of Walworth toward their race was shown by the vote in r84q on extension 
ot suffrage: Yes, 970: ne, 189. Further, there had been no need, for its bet- 
ter enforcement here, to add in 1851 new sections and heavier penalties to 
the older tugitive slave law: for neither the old Jaw nor the new one was 
likely to be effective here. The “underground railway” had many. stations 
and station agents within the county borders, and the geographers of Wal- 
worth knew the routes to Canada much better than the ways backward to 
bondage. 

It was needful that most of this chapter should be used to set forth 
the rise, progress and later status of the party which is responsible for shap- 
ing the county's policies and administering its affairs. TTow it has doue other 
things and what have been the substantial results may be seen or inferred 
from the story of the county, even as imperfectly told in the foregoig and 
following pages. .\s to that party’s present status, little need he said here, 
since history's concern 1s with things done and recorded, and not with things 
moved, seconded and debated. In 1895, atter four years of exeluston, the 
Republican party resumed the administration af state government. Since 
that time new definitions of the party erced have been proposed and Opposed, 
and in part, at least. imposed by the new school of Republteanisim, Meu of 
Walworth made haste but slowly to change, even shghtly, the ideas and usages 
which had prevailed for a half century: but by tqo4 were drawn wholly into 
the state-wide strife. In that vear’s election while Vir. Roosevelt's) plur- 
ality was 3.522, his vote 73 4 per cent. of the county total, Governor La- 
Follette’s plurality over Peck was but 248, or 4 per cent. At the same election 
his primary-election bill, which beeame the law of the state, was generally 
negatived by his Republican opponents, but it had a majority of the smaller 
vote east. The aves were 2,083: noes, 2.042) a ralio of 50.5 to gos. MM 
the first application of this law to a chotee for United States senator i bgt, 
Senator LaFollette received 2.926 of 3.833 Republican votes, a percentage 
of 76.3. The ratio of voters to whole population “inles 1860 has been ap 
preciably higher for this county than for the state. Tt 1s new 100 Sta 
443 inhabitants. Four principal causes of this large Te Vite Ie 
are the considerable number of elderly families without iminor children, the 
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small alien population, the generally easily accessible polling places and the 
active interest of men (and women) of all parties in nominations and 
elections. 

Asa party, the Whigs left too little trace in the public records by which 
to distinguish their actions from those of other men of their time, and it is 
not now easy to name any considerable number of them with certainty. As- 
suredly, they were not msignificant in number, and among them was their 
full proportion of men of character and ability. A majority of these men 
were sons and grandsons of Whigs of the Revolution, and it was their 
harmless boast that as a whole they were better representatives than their 
opponents of the Iigher intelligence and morality and the truer patriotism 
of the \merican people. As citizens of a community then in its formative 
stage they must have had their due influence upon the affairs of villages 
and towns, school districts, and religious societies. There seems to have been 
among them a few unavowed Abolitionists. More of them joined the Free- 
Soil Democrats of 1848 and 1852. Nearly all of them passed as 1¢ naturally 
into the Republican movement of 1854. 

Democrats of the county were and are generally of like origin with their 
invineible Opponents, who have found them as to personal value, if not as 
to munber, not unworthy political foemen. Though so long kept from high 
places, they have not been without the weight and influence of their personal 
qualities on public business, and they have often found humbler official use- 
fulness in their towns. The chief difference between them and their ont-- 
numbering competitors tor places of honor, trust and profit may be found 
by simple subtraction. The several official lists include much of the active 
and publicly useful clement of the Republican party. It is not aside from the 
general purpose of this work to name a few men of this greater of the sev- 
eral nunorities—inen of differing personal qualities. more or less honored in 
their party and not unvalued by their fellow citizens of all parties. Of these 
were Manrice lL. Ayers. John Brown, Ilenry BO. Clarke David aincistia 
Coon, George Cotton, Harvey AL. Curtiss, Ebenezer Dayton, Irancis Dillon, 
Andrew Ferguson, George Gale, Dr. Flarinon Gray, Perry G. Harrington, Drs. 
John Mand Samuel W. [lenderson, \ngustus C. and Jesse R. Kinne. Hollis 
lratham. Ebenezer Latimer, Darins MeNibbin, John 1]. Martin, John Mather, 
Wm. Iitt Meacham, James D.ferrill, Cyril 1. Oatman, Dr, Alexander S. 
Palmer, George Passage, Soldan Powers, Otis Preston, LeGrand Rockwell, 
Charles WalessDro Dilenry Warne, .\rchihald \Wosdagipieecrcnrce Tt 
Young. 
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The Prohibitiomsts are sufficient in number to hold a column of the 
official ballot for their nominees, Their influence on the public weal ts not to be 
measured with exactness by their showing at the polls. There is, no doubt, 
a strength not always of measurable political value in consistent and unselfish 
devotion to high, though to many men seenungly impracticable, aims. 

The hardly visible Social Democratic body 1s chiefly of two or three 
cities, its entire vote Ic¢ss than one hundred. 


CHAE TERS. IT. 
MILITARY 41ISTORY OP Ai ORTH COUNTY: 


The militia system of New York (not to name other states similarly 
organized for defense and offense) afforded such liberal distribution of mar- 
tial titles that 1t might now be wondered how any lawyer, working politician, 
inn-keeper, or other reputable and prosperous citizen could have escaped one 
of these marks of favor from the commander-in-chief, without peril of talling 
into or upon one of the nearly as plentiful judgeships. The grades of gen- 
eral, colonel and major were doubly preferred, for there was this uncertainty 
about the tithe of captain. that it was no more the right of a real centurion 
than the possession of a master or ex-master of a canal boat or of a lake vessel 
of any or no tonnage. Captains, majors, colonels and generals came as early 
as others to Walworth. Dodge's and Doty’s commissions were conclusive as 
to the genuineness of the fortunate holder's rank. 

That there was a Sixth Regiment of Wisconsin Militia, and that as 
early, at least, as T841, 1s evident from the terms uf Col. Edward Elderkin's 
connnission. Other officers now known were Lieutenant-Colonel Urban D. 
Meacham, Major James .\Jex. Maxwell. Adj t Abel W. AViight. Capts. Lucius 
Allen, James Harkness, Perry G. Ilarrington, Joseph L. Pratt. 

The earliest statement in detail as to the organization of territorial militia 
found at the adjutant-general’s office shows that in June, 1846. men of Col- 
uibia, Dane, Dodge, Jefferson, Portage, Rock, Sauk and Walworth. a regi- 
mem from each, were brigaded together, and in July the officers of the \Wal- 
worth regiment were Col. Caleb Croswell of Delavan (a few years later of 
Baraboo), Lient.-@al. Urhan DD. Meeachanr (a jeugiweeks later succeeded hy 
Williana ME. Clark), and Major Thomas Morris MelTugh. Tn .\ugust, 1846, 
the men of Columbia, Dodge, Jefferson and Walworth constituted the Tirst 
Brigade of the Third Division, commanded respectively by Brig.-Gen. John 
C. Gilman and Maj.-Gen. John W. Boyd. 

January 9. feq7. Walworth was cdivwled ait Ait cic ae ie. 
Signed a company, 

irst Distriet— Whitewater and Richnond: Capt. Jesse Pease: Lieuts. 
Silas Walker, Wilhan Potts. 
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second District—Elkhorn, Lagrange. Sugar Creck: Capt. erry G., 
Harrington; [ieuts. John G. Wood, William O. Garfield. 

Third District—Troy, Lafayette: Capt. Charles IK. Dean: Lieuts. Will- 
iam A. Sinith, Charles W. Billings. 

Fourth District—East Troy, Spring Prairie: No return of officers. 

Fitth District—Darien, Sharon: Capt. Rial W. Weed, Lieut. David 
lest. 

sixth District—Delavan, Walworth: Capt. Hiram Bovee; Licuts. Damel 
Dobbs. Beardsley Lake. 

Seventh District—Geneva: No returns. 

Eighth District—Bloomfeld, ]ludson, Linn: Capt. Isaac G. Miner: 
ipemsesvibert 1. Wheeler, Jolin .\mes. 

February 6. 1847, of Major-General Boyd's staff were Ileazar \Wakeley. 
division inspector; Experience Estabrook, judge advocate; wilile Colonel 
Croswell’s adjutant was Jacob M. Fish, and surgeon, Dr. Harmon Gray. 

It is probable enough that a few young men of the county enlisted: for 
service in the war with Mexico in the regular army, and that a few more 
were enrolled in one or more of the six regiments of Tlinois volunteers for 
like service. But no official record, except the inaccessible rolls of the ad- 
jutant-general's office at Washington, tells who these men were and how they 
contributed to the patriotic work of “conquering a peace” with that faction- 
torn country, .\ few men whe returned from that war as soldiers of other 
states came to live in Walworth. 

Thronghout the fourteen vears of peace which followed the Mextean 
treaty of 1847, Wisconsin was prudently prepared against Insurrection and 
invasion. Men of iilitary age in each of the older counties consututed a 
regiment and they of the newer countirs reported as battalions = Otheers 
were commissioned and appear in reports as generally present for duty, but 
the rank and file were not so generally visible. lor an instance, \djutant 
General Utley’s report for 1853 shows that the sixth of twenty-nine regi 
ments was that of Walworth, and was then 3.180 strong on paper. The 
Sixth Regiment was then of the Second Brigade (under Drig.-Gen. Philo 
White of Racine). of the First Division ¢that of ATay. Gen. Rufus King of 
Milwaukee). and its seventeen companies, from as many towns, were lettered 
from .\ to ©. Its field and staff officers were Col. Erasmus 1) Richardson, 
Of Geneva. Ticut.-Col. Adam I. Ray, of Troy: Major Edwin Dramard, of 
Delavan: \dj't Samuel If. Stafford, of Uloomheld ) Oiartermiaster Pane 
Thaver, of Fast Trov: Surgeon Alexander S. Palmer, of Geneva. The eon 
panies. no order of company letter, with names of captatis snd enrolled 


strength of each, were thus reported : 
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Lieutenants 

we diast yoy lent, we laikk John L. Wilson, Wm. Vanzant 178 
B ‘Troy John .\. Perry Ralph Goodrich, Israel Dean 188 
C Lagrange Volney A. MeCraken 207 
D Whitewater Richard O'Connor Charles King, Leander Birge 293 
FE Richmond — James Cotter Geo. James, Jacob AM. Fish 138 
F Sugar Creek Perry G. Harrington Wyman Spooner, Jr., Theodore 

B. Edwards 1.46 
G Lafayette William H. Conger Sherman M. Rockwood, Harvey 

M. Curtiss 126 
H Spring Prairie Ezekiel B. Smith Stephen Bull, Wm. R. Berry 240 
eeu soi Lathrop Bullen Abner Farnum, Edw'd Quigley 169 
J] Geneva John M. Nelson Thomas |. Sinithy sande c. 

Spafard 2560 
K Delavan Wilham Pierce H. A. Johnson, A. Briggs 300 
L Darien Archibald Woodard Orange Carter, Henrw Clark 171 
M> Sharon Bee ile Julius A. Treat, Robert Young 200 
N Walworth John M. Cramer hyah Easton, J. Weston 195 
Oh Jey iri Albert T. Wheeler Robert Foot. Otis H. Hall 135 
P Bloomfield Charles W. Sibley entry S, lox; Charles Allen a1e@ 
Q Elkhorn Holths Latham Alva] Frost sqiite siiiond amc 

Strength of regiment 3,180 


In 1860 James B. Schrom, of Whitewater, was of the Governors gen- 
eral staff as quartermaster. Daniel Graham, of Whitewater, and John F. 
Potter were colonels and aids to Governor Randall. Walworth was now of 
the Tifth Regiment and Kenosha of the Sixth, the two forming the First 
3rigade (under Brig.-Gen. J. C. AMleKesson, of Wheatland) of the Second 
Division, commanded by Maj.-Gen. Daniel C. Tripp, of Whitewater. (The 
other brigade was of Jefferson and eastern Rock counties.) General Tripp 
chose lis staff from Whitewater, with two exceptions. All these officers 
ranked as colonels: Frank L. Wiser and Robert Williams, aids: Mdward 
Barber, paymaster; Tlenry Warne. surgeou: Newton S. Murphey, judge-advo- 
eat; Wilhani be aieCallnm, chiet of envinetis es Ix liitip ii enaplain 
John T. Wentworth (Geneva). commissary, and a Palmyrene as quarter- 
master. The field officers of the lifth were Cal, Caleb S. Blanchard, of Kast 
Troy: Litut-Col. Charges eBid Ot Linn 2 SWiiy) Pips ake), a= 
worth, Pwo volunteer compaimes were attached to this regiment : “Company 


WALWORTHE COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 107 


A” (so named), of Whitewater, Capt. Lucius .\. Winchester, and the Geneva 
Independents, Capt. Damel C. Roundy.  Exeept that these two companies 
had each forty men, no further return was made of the Fifth Regiment. .\ 
very few of all these names of tulitia offeers may be found in the roster of 
soldiers of the Civil war, most of them having passed the age limit. Captain 
Wheeler, a young lawyer, was perhaps the only one named in these resters 
commonly addressed by his martial title. 

Having given to Mr. Lincoln in 1860 a majority of 2,319 in a total vote 
of 5.517, the citizens of Walworth noted with interest the quickly following 
events, until the affair of Fort Sumter made it certain that the Union could 
be preserved only by war. The morning newspapers of April 1s, 1861, 
brought to them the President's call to arms, and that day's drum beating 
throughout the county summoned men to the evening's war mectings. Seats 
and standing places at these assemblages were over filled and speakers usually 
accounted dull found willing and applauding listeners. .\t such a time it was 
easy to tip even cool, slow tongues with fire. It was but to let loose the spirit 
of patriotism and of defiance to foreign and domestic enemies, and to forget 
such word as compromise. Mr. Winsor, of and at lelkhoru, who had voted 
for Douglas, speaking that evening, did not forget legal precision of terims in 
the unusually warm flow of his indictment of the nation’s enemies. Tle had 
neither softer nor harsher word for them than “rebels.” and thus they remain 
in history. Other speakers racked memory and invention for words and 
phrases likest to thunderbolts and hence fittest for expression of patriotic 
wrath. These village lawyers, retailers and farmers spoke that which their 
hearers felt. and to one clearly-seen point, the preservation of the Union by 
national authority. 

The call upon Wisconsin was for one regiment of infantry tor a SETVICE 
ot three months. Governor Randall was at onee offered companies cneugh 
to fill three or four regiments. There was not a company of wnitorimed and 
drilled men in the county, but a few headlong youths found each his way 
to Camp Seott, at Milwaukee, to enlist in such company as had not reached 
‘ts maximum number of one hundred and ten men. The Second and Vhird 
regiments were organized by state authority, in order that the next call from 
Washington might be answered with partly-instricted soldiers. “Thus, a tes 
more boys of Walworth were enabled to push their way into carly service. 
In June places were made for two companices in organizing the Fourth. Com- 
pany A was of Whitewater and Company foot Geneve other towtts con 
tributing to each. Several of the men of these companics were credited, as 
shown by descriptive rolls at Madi8on, with service franr the later days Of 
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April: for the record of Wisconsin men’s service begins with their accept- 
ance as recruits and not with the often long-delayed mustering into federal 
service. The interval between enlistment and muster was not subtracted from 
the term of actual service, but the record of earlier enlistment is honorable, 
and the state made such provision as it was able to do, for subsistence, clothing 
and payment of its unmustered soldiers. .\fter the action at Bull Run—in 
which a few men of Walworth advanced, stood, fired and leit the field only 
at the order of William T. Sherman, their brigade commander, and at no 
faster pace than his—men of Delavan and Elkhorn joined to form Company 
A of the Tenth. About the same tine Company RK, of the Eighth, at Racine, 
was filling its thin ranks with stout men of Bloomfield and Hudson. Sharon, 
Whitewater, Lagrange and Sngar Creek respectively officered and manned 
Companes C, H, | and W of the Thirteenth. A few men of several towns 
enlisted among stranger comrades in the First and Second Cavalry Regt- 
ments. Several of the boys of Hudson and Spring Prairie turned out for 
service in the Ninth Battery of Light Artillery. Of the Third Cavalry, Com- 
pany L was raised from the county at large. The towns not thus far named 
sent their men singly and in squads to regiments and batteries most easily 
reached at the instant of enlistment. Except the few men in the First In- 
fantry, all these men of 1861 enlisted for three years. 

Defeat and retreat in the campaigns on the Virginian peninsula and the 
Rappahannock brought a new call for troops. The first regiment of Wis- 
consin, under that call, was the Twenty-second. Company C was taken from 
the Geneva quarter of the county, including also Elkhorn, and Company D 
from Whitewater. The Twenty-eighth was but a few days behind, its Com- 
pany D almost wholly of Whitewater, Company E of Sugar Creek and other 
towns, Company [ of Lafayette. Spring Prairie and the Troys, Company I 
less of this county and few of any one town. Delavan supplied a colonel 
for the Fortieth, a regiment of one-hundred-day men; Delavan, Elkhorn and 
Walworth gave two captains and three heutenants to Compames F and TL. 
The men of F were mostly of Delavan, [elkhorn, Sharon and Walworth. 
Company Ix, Forty-ninth, was composed of men of Racine and Walworth 
counties. To this company Delavan gave a captain who became major, and 
Geneva gave a lieutenant. The First (and only) Regiment of Tleavy .\rtillery 
had a considerable number of our men, unevenly distributed among its twelve 
companies. The whole enroliment, from first to last, was about 2,750— 
slightly more than the sum of the several quotas assigned. [lad it been pos- 
sible to levy all the troops of the Civil war within one vear the men of \Wal- 
worth would have formed three average regiments, As 1t was, the cireum- 
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stances of the war made the company the largest military umt in filling the 
county s quotas. 

There is another, and in some respects better way of setting forth thie 
martial patriotism of Walworth. Wisconsin sent out fifty-one regiments of 
infantry, four regiments of cavalry. one regiment of heavy artillery and 
thirteen batteries of light artillery. Men of Walworth were to be found 
in all these except the Twenty-first and lforty-first infantry regiments, and 
the Second. Eighth, Eleventh, and Twelfth light batteries. Besides all this 
service in home organizations, regiments aud batteries of UWinois and of the 
regular army, the gun-boat river service, and the navy received cach a few 
estravs from the same source. Walworth men served in eighteen states and 
territories—in all the states of the Confederacy except Florida, in the border 
slave states, except Delaware and West Virgimia, and in Colorado, Indian 
Territory, Kansas, Minnesota and Pennsylvama. Their enlistinents began 
in April, 1861, and their service continued till May, 1866. | Distributed 
among so many commands. the men of Walworth were parted to the far 
vorth and to the Gulf, to the eastern sea and to the western ridges of the con- 
tinent. By her voung men Walworth followed to battle nearly every then 
and yet famous commander, and leaders now half forgotten. She followed 
her captains until they becaine colonels, and her colonels until they exchanged 
their regiments for brigades, divisions and corps. She advanced, attacked, 
besieged, assaulted: she entrenched, fortified, resisted, retreated, was capr 
tured, and knew Libby and .\ndersonville from the inside; she preserved 
lines of communication, garrisoned posts, moved after murderous Sioux, 
hanged bushwhackers in border states, marched through sullen, ll-washiay 
Baltimore, regulated New Orleans, warned away the [French forces it Mewxt- 
co—and, in brief. performed nearly every glorious and inglorious duty 
that falls to the lot of soldiers. Fler men came home to resume for a shorter 
or longer time their places in the ranks of useful citizens. Many of thent wert 
one by one to the no longer trackless and boundless west, and the (arated \rimy 
membership in the county whose quotas they had filled is largely of Tater 
coming comrades from other counties and states. 

Non-combatant citizens bore the various burdens of war with unend- 
ing patience, and upheld the war policies and measures with little uttered 
doubt or question as to their wisdom and necessity. First, there was thie 
burden of the currency of the state banks, neminalls secured, Way W- 
stances, by deposit of the previously deprectated bonds of states Pat passed 
ordinances of secession and of states which were for some time of doubtful 
fidelity to the union of all the states. Then canic the call for them voung 
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men to arms, taking away the help needed on farm and in shop; and, too soon, 
followed news of privation, sickness and death. Next, the unstable national 
war currency, its value falling steadily until the return of peace. Throughout 
all was the variable fortune of armies in the field, when defeat seemed too 
frequent and success but slowly and feebly pursued. Against al] these things, 
and things unspeakable. menu's and women’s souls were firmly fortified by 
their sense of the justice of the national cause, and they held themselves in 
readiness for further sacrifices. They subscribed to bounty funds, and then 
voted town bounties in order that quotas need not he filled by conscription. 
In fact, the district provost-marshal’s wheel turned but seldom to make even 
among the towns the burden of personal service in the field. 

The women who met formally and informally as sanitary aid so- 
cleties, and as individuals, took upon themselves some duty toward the sick 
and wounded at field and post hospitals, made no record of their timely and 
most welcome services. But it is not unlikely that the state will soon publish 
whatever the uncertain memory of survivors of that period of storm and 
stress may recall of the good done by patriotic women of Wisconsin, with 
some note of the doers. Should this be done, the women of Walworth will 
have a place in the tardy memorial. One name, at least, is not forgotten 
here, that of Mrs, Alary Elizabeth (Chesebro) Lee, then of Sugar Creek, a 
daughter of Ebenezer Chesebro and .\nna Griswold, wife of Nelson Lee, 
and mother of one of the earher superintendents of schools, Elon Nelson 
Lee. She took her active part in organizing aid at home, and then went 
In person to the wounded and sick in field hospitals and in the general hos- 
pital at Louisville. What she did can not be told as yet with approach to 
filness and accuracy, but her matronly care and skill, so unselfishly and 
noiselessly given in that soul-trying time. are vet well and gratefully re- 
membered. 

The fathers and mothers had thought and talked much of the happier 
time when the boys should come home and take again their old’ places on 
the farm and in the village shop. “‘Alas! our dreams, they come not true.” 
The boys had grown to manhood and maturer minds amid the quickening im- 
pulses of that history-making period, had seen men and cities, and ‘“glorions 
old Walworth’ was no longer all the world to them. They came home, but 
for many of them, only to go out again. In the spring of 1865 men were 
already eager to find, each citizen and returning soldier, his own place in the 
activities of business, so long suspended or maimed by panic and war, now 
so hopefully planned and resolutely pushed; and this before the last dirty- 
blue regiment had slouched at the easy gait of veterans through the streets 
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of cities, from one terminal station to another, on its way to eamyp of muster- 
ing out and final payment. The service-worn followers of Grant and his 
great heutenants were tast merging themselves in the “ngly rush" of cities 
as better-paid mechanics, accountants, students at short-course business 
schools, or servants of railway companies 





all hopeful of rapid) promotion, 
and little minded to drop into the old obscurities and low-paid drudgeries of 
fann and village hfe, “where nothing happens.” .\) few enthusiastic patriots, 
men and women. urged subseriptions to raise local monuments to the heroic 
dead, but were not always nor often snecesstnl. It was not vet time for mon- 





ument building—eertainly not for a county m mument. 

In course of time Grand Army posts were instituted, but at first and 
quite naturally and therefore rightly their efforts and influence were directed 
to the equalization of the unevenly distributed service bounties and to promo- 
tion of more adequate pension rates with more hberal bureau rulings. Ina 
few more vears the steadily dwindling post membership suggested a county 
comradeship which might include the few men who were not of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. Occasionally reunions of men of Walworth and \Wan- 
kesha counties of the Twenty-eighth and somewhat more general meetings 
at the Lauderdale lakes and at Whitewater led to the formation of the Wal- 
worth County Soldier and Sailors .\ssociation in 188. [ts membership is in- 
expensive and its proceedings but little burdened with formalism. Its yearly 
meeting. held late in August, on grassy parks and under friendly trees, brings 
together soldiers and citizens in hundreds to “ make a day of it’ —and a long 
evening as well. No great time is wanted for election of officers and dispatch 
of other less pressing business; and soon after dinner the bugler calls band 
and singers. speakers and hearers to a feast of excellent music and an abund- 
ant flow of oratory, declamation, and plain speaking—all received in hest of 
humor by the large, sympathetic and unexacting audience. 

Among early organizers and builders of the .\ssociation, now not living, 
were Col. Edmund B. Gray. an honorary member, a full-minded and ready 
talker who never uttered nonsense nor was ever dull: Edwin D. Coe, whem it 
was very pleasant and good for comrades and decent citizens to know ; 
George W. Wylie, different from these but in tis own way most use ful. 
Men who had helped to make larger history than that of counties came also: 
Lieut.-Gen. Henry C. Corbin, while yet at the head of the regular army ; Gen. 
Henry Harnden. the captor of Jefferson Davis: Gen. Lucius Pairehild, of the 
nel Tron Brigade. National and state commanders Of the Grand Army 
are alwavs invited and not seldom came. OF the more «i tingiished guests and 
speakers have been Rt. Rev. Samuel Fallows. colonel and brevet brigadier- 
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general, Forty-ninth Wisconsin Infantry, United States Senator Joseph Y. 
Quarles, ex-Governors William D. [loard and Wilham H. Upham, Hon. 
Alexander E. Matheson, of Janesville, and Jay \W. Page, of Elkhorn (natives 
of the county). The altar, the pulpit and the bar of the county have not been 
called upon in vain to lend interest to this county holiday. 


SOLDIERS’ MEMORIAL ROLL. 


In 1y07 the board of supervisors appointed a committee of three of its 
members with two soldiers to consider and report a plan for making a roster 
of all the county’s men in service in the Civil war, to be cast in bronze and 
placed on an inner wall of the county-court building. This committee was: 
Capt. Theodore A. Fellows, Genoa Junction: R. Bruce Arnold, Lake Geneva; 
George Renner, Sugar Creek; Leonard C. Church, Walworth; John G. Alead- 
ows, Lyons: Henry D. Barnes, secretary. In 1908 the committee's plan of 
bronze plates and a record book was adopted and eighteen hundred dollars 
was appropriated. The committee appoimted two compilers of the proposed 
roll, with directions to go to Madison and Washington, 1f needful, and exam- 
ine adjutant-general’s records. In 1909 a third board of supervisors chose 
from samples of bronze work and appropriated one thousand two hundred 
dollars more for a worthier design than the one at first considered. Tearly in 
1910 plates containing the names of 2.7.43 men were secured to the walls of the 
room previously set apart for the use of Grand Army posts, Provision 1s 
made for the few names not vet found and verified. The session of 1910 added 
three hundred dollars to the sums already appropriated, for the purpose ot 
completing the type-written descriptive rolls. It 1s noteworthy as indicating 
the sympathy of the board and its constituents with the wishes of living sol- 
diers that these several measures passed without opposition. 

This roster, now more nearly complete and more nearly error-tree, and 
more accessible than ever before, was compiled forty-three vears after the 
end of the war, when few men were living and fewer were within inquirer’s 
reach who could correct some of the errors and explain some of the seeming 
anomalies of the fifty-eight large volumes of descriptive rolls of Wisconsin 
soldiers. Vhese volumes, written by as many hands, were compiled from regi- 
inental returns and from the bi-monthly musters of companies. These were 
often defective and sometimes wanting. Clerical errors are to be found, 
though correetions, when authenticated, are entered (in red ink). The col- 
umns for town and county of each soldier's residence and for the town 
and county credited with his) services are, many of them, — par- 
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tially or wholly blank, and even when the name of the town ts shown, that ot 
the county is often wanting. The names of Bloomtield, Genoa, bloneyv Creek, 
Hudson, lLatavette. Linn, Richmond, Sharon, Springheld, Sugar Creek and 
Troy, all then and all but one now on the map of Walworth, are repeated one 


Or more times in other counties of Woiseonsin. 


St. Croix county has tour ot 
these names, and there are four Springtelds in the state. The census rolls 
of the county for 1860 deternuned some of these uncertamtes: and the enroll- 
ments of 1862, made by the several sherffs, of citizens subject to nniitary 
service—now a part of the State Ilistorical Society's collection of manuscripts 
The in- 
valuable records of the adjutant-general’s office at Madison are now securely 
stored in the east wing of the new statehouse. 


—inight have helped further had all these returns been preserved. 


The form chosen for the following soldier list, that by regiments, seems 
most convenient for this work. .\ satisfactory list by towns Is impossible: for 
the county system of the Jast two years of the war often drew men of each 
town into service for another town, within or without the county, which at 
each new call for troops offered highest premium. Names of men who served 
in more than one command are repeated for each such re-enlistment. Officers 
are given their highest rank. It shold be noted that officers, on their promo- 
tion, were sometimes transferred to another company in the same or another 
regiment. Names marked with an asterisk (*) are of men who died in serv- 
ice. Two asterisks mark names of men killed or mortally wounded in action : 
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WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN 

Branch, Charles L........... A Darling, Van Rensselaer... .... ly 
Brewer, WilbtrsN 2.2 -2....... A David, Louis \V (= yee F 
Brice, Jonnie eae ee ee Et Davidson, /beneZeneeaeeen ee EF 
Bridge, John W., Hosp. Steward. Davidson, Elugit eee i 
Briggs, George Gaskill... .... G Dewing, Manville Henry...... A 
efetacoure ON oe, a o-oo Gonos F Dewing, Norman Houston... .. A 
Brown. George HH.) 1st Lieut.. F Dick, Charlesaa Sa ee ads 
Brown lOSep weet ee eer A Dikeman; | Ghia ee enter F 
Brow nin. 2O0 eile one enter ee F Dodge, Sidney W.. Pa el 
Bucks, jerome ricereetes cower e: A Dodger Villani ee IB 
*Biullk Charles lal Stim’ Rs a eae Ga Drinkwine, Conimoadore | eee F 
Birdithec bee aes cetera ee: F -Dutiy, Dioinas aie eee A 
Burdick) 2vsbum a sea ae * Dunbar Ostay eee A 
Burdick, Charles H..... 2.20... 2 Dunconibemiisscs == es 
Burnham, John........ ~ A Durkee, Harris k., 1st Lient 2. 
uct, ROsvells eae nee i Eaton, Oliver. enc eee A 
Bitton, ivaelat. ee eee ee Ff ~ Ennis, shames tee ee A 
ich; JOlieel |. See mee _.. F. Farnsworth, William R....... A 
Cadinan, Charles ........,.252 A> ** Fain @ 4G 
*Carmichael, Richard D. o eee EF Farrar, George Henty ... .. 023. F 
Garroll, Pattick .2 22:2 Pf _-Felch, Chester 2 Vy eee 

Castle. oewisa ee eee A Felch, John E. a iN 
Castle, Philo A., tst Lieut... .. AD Persson, Sane) (=)... eee 
Chaffee, Alfred E., 1st Liettt..2 2 Agee imei Gilbert ort si ict eee A 
Chamberlain, Joseph A... .. 277 -Ageeisligotepiictiele ey eee 
*Chappell, Turner C. ... .. she Peg itz Se raleatve (ence eee eee 
Church, George WW... .. eeu FF (eR @ ero eee! 
Cline ettlichomees .. ee Fo “Sveclepamlacgumayene. 4 00. eae rs 
ClCATy silane: 2.o2 2. weeeee H_ Gibbs, James L.. i 
Coffee, Christopher C., rst Lieut. F Gill, Thomas ] . mere te ey oe 
Coiik (tite | ani can@ne. as... cine 0 CrOOCenOe lim ilrCii eg. ee eee 
Craigue, Nelson F., Colonel. Gooden Ge te I 
Creiger. Jehicleseret: Major. Gray [ane alee a ee 
Cronk, Reuhei Ryo... ........ A. Gite ener meinen i* 
Curticeu lar eemleemeait. 22.5... FF  CireGnig@ ile eee ae A 
Dake) betiigie Slump 208 5. oc... K *(Cireen; taoraice is Tos). acca 

Dake Paani im leeeeeemren tees 4. K. Gundepseigala lies eee \ 
Dake WA illiatisicleeee ee. Kk Hanulton. Frederick B... .... A 
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ady Phomaseal.. 4. es...: 
fem tetO, (Olin VW qe. see. 
ipettric @liester © occ 42 eas 
Dene Atti Ge a beara aoe ks 
fcekell, Jereimialy........-.:.. 
ipersavell, \Walhant S...2 222... 


Preller jacob... 


fdenderson, Edward... ....... 
Pilerick, Willian Latayette .-. 
Bimelden, George... .2...5.. 
iiacins. phraim .........- 


Hotchkiss, John... 


Imemrito), Jon C 2... 22. ie 
Hulburt, D. William, Com. Serg't. 
iemmphces, Jerome B... ...5.: 
Seeq@osreranam Coo eee et 


Jacobs, Daniel . 


Petemmees IDET GN 2, 6... ween 
otinesenaries s\., ist Lieut... 
Nohineeme len So. 6 fee oe. 


enmsemewvelson... ...+. 
eieetranklin... .. 


ivenvon, Clark Ml... ..... 
RevccectewarGW.... ..+-- 
boom) alter Mo... wee ees 


Kittelson, Austin . 


Pimeieenank Lb... ws. ee see. 

ii@erm, Mmiarcus KK... ....i..-. 
IS IIAGIES . 5. x vse cs ee 
eteerencc, MYCHTY ... 6.02.20 


IeGaenonathian . . . 
Seewicycharles H... .. 


Siero CAIN 5. cecia eee 
SetCemGscpll Si. 2... ce ees 
rognaaeerederick \V... .. 20: 
SiWuimane william |... .... 


Lull, Noyes . 


Gameesicde, Aller Bb... ......5- 
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Metraw, Edgar S eee 
Sie\amis, }osiah L..3e F 
ale Neal, Charlee] 1.4) eee 
Misewl Plenry lee «ee I 
ioe) Georee~ |! saree i 
ates, laiics’..4.44... ee 
evititlievesy \\ icity) [feniy eee le 
** \iaxon, Daniel ., 1st Git. . 
miei, Isaac aN. ist llieuti ee 
mtoffatt. \WWalhiany i)... < 22.22%. A 
Moody, TCA EC: bee co eee \ 
eos. (eben lo. «sneer 
Or teMy NEI Ctis \\ 4 «ate 


Mulhgan, Samuel (twice)....A ] 
RPE TY POM 65 angie ee 
IN ile wl CNT ON Ooereae serene eee 
EVEVGCOUID, [OSEDI ine s yaya ne 
Bcnols. ariel Ae ae ee eee ee 


NV TSSOUl lS ~. coe eae 


FRNGIOG bial eer eee 
Olesow: (Ole mae eee anes 
Mal Net) GeOLCc slr .cm en. ene 


**Parks, William 


*PattersOMm. BASHDE! .« «2-44. 


Payne, Aaron... 


Peck, George Wilbur, 2d Lieut.. 
Dei AICS: ca. pcnas ae ay eee 


Toei wile NY Mc 0-< 20 eee ee 


Whillips, George Ul... eae 
Phillips. Jaco, . . 


Pixley, Dolphus F., rst Lient... 


Powell (haries © . 2. - 
rramer, levi... 
Precdve stephen . . 
Mrdetor, lavil :\. .ccemeee 
Puffer, Cheners 


Patani? El ent. a, -2eeeeeee 


alse. \Williany lls. 22 eee 
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WALWORTII COUNTY, WISCOMSIN. 
ReMi Lenn NMOS 5g ee by oe pee Labore \\ illany Nl eee i 
Reese, Sy l\esten a) eee rere ao (uinbiull hitzjaines eee m 
Ripley, acclaeeee eee FE “= fiohev;sRatick .) ee Ie 
Iolnt Sori 1 ain] sine eee ot “Dupper; Alvaro Ve. ee ee le 
Ross, Sie homer neee ener 7 bupper, jerome >: . 2a aE 
ermocevemloxbeire C2 Wee Sas Po? lipper, Joseph laa F 
NGUSGa. ti 1Olly enya nee F durmer,- George... 25.7 eee A 
TG eps) UI apart ou de eer aes A Jitter Cyitis 2. 2. F 
SCOUT Ines...) teen. oh. aa pase AL) Wai Nora. Charles eee ene 
Seeley. Milnes. 2 2ef.5a en eee: A Biles. Gustavus Granvillee ee : 
SMV ers PMC Sm lays n eet ay ae F S2Moure: Cliirles ......G eee A 
eS ety en eee ee eae ee eee PF. ANeaitley (ennter.- onsen eee F 
Se iMiaiiy Carles = annie Po > S\ Valens (Greahve.. \\.. oer 2 
Serial bold Ce ee ae FM eatherwax, andrew | cdieicitt 
SIMMNONIS.. Ate eee: >> Peweatlierwax elonioe: |) eqs F 
Siniiions, Dav ide loge ee AC Sela lias NM jet Pe ee A 
Sinith, Clarks El 6s eee eee EF Weeks Whartin ("2a F 
eSiitlt, Joli oe Po?) Weeks. Tiiteodoire 22. eee F 
Smith, evi fee Boe a clsh. 7 inainth, (joan eee eee NA 
Sinith, Sicivex: 2a elnino ilies ile eee AA 
Siow blarvey leg eee ae eee Poe halens Patrick: ee eee F 
= Squires, PO) ele a eee Pe wltelans |G sc iin 2 rere ee A 
Srears, Lai Gee eee 7 @ewlite, Nelson \\ 2... -.. 2. ae F 
steele, Charles Wiens eee A Olson Ole A 
Stevens, [scl wccidleills.270 ee eee EB 48alson.c\sad.. =e F 
Stearns, Walliatiierl 2-5 3 a eee FF ewerne Gideon |: aa. A 
Shwe ba (ors ee em SMe A.. WMeod, Jolin... 4 ae. eee F 
Savi PCr ONICr es -.ca. ae Bs 
FIRST HEAVY ARTILLERY. 

Pew ti NN Uae. ge axe eee ee Br. TONS ctl S ee ee eee |e 
Baleei, seine iia nee areas ee V1 Bier antes: | cclvcninsce ere G 
ccd, [SC pees meee es ene ae IN. & Weal ein ee isco sees eee reac tee ere G 
Beckwith, Tedwardy Seymour... A Abele ieee ee I} 
Lee lento) G ita ne, eee Demme rr CS) tm ee as Ce eS A B 
POTTS ly) eUITTC | Uaaece See en eer arena Fo COMETS Virgie ee OMI area eee ete er eee B 
bowers, Nicholas Gee ree. By Colbert. Gira lesa ee ee eee iN 
Bramerd, eases Beales eon ee nas 
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Soumleitard James Ao. 2... ..-. SCI Oi V1) ali) ee 
We GINA 9 2-6 ee. ce $6 be os ee ISOM LON, ave) 1 2: ae 
COMES, SVE NG (0 ee L Wrokofsky, Frederick .. . 
tie CTCON SE wine oo ow oe iz. Lanehann ledivard 0). 
(OLS Cie a [eet Weise (anes: 2-24, . 2 2 
ein Tako ol Fe) 3 area eee 1d IG WAS a Nc. re 
Witwer (@naries Po lyectss oc oc. eee Eingenten cies) ail 
Ue Re SAMIMel . na 5 ee ae NL ends Sadi sack ee 
ei ONATIES . 2 See G ane cas medthers, George \\. <7 ae 
imredee Ohaties F 5.. 2... NiMOUICrCIY, VOlines 2.52 a. cee 
Meiers Wallace \Viouc. «2.i.0. [> AbGulton, Stillman . pha 
MemereOlOe kkk wea ee yes es Be OSes elie Se 2.12 ene ee ere 
MMe sCOTSe . ce ee eae es He ESO ears S ances ae 
Pa@ene oloinon J... ...2..s4.. TC Neen lan ata) = eae see 
Miememeeoustus C ..5 .5.c0... Bae aihkere | OSe pity oe) psa eraeoe 
Meme fOlN 6 ec ce ee | em fetch rc ae ehh epee ce rey Fo arene end rer 
oe ler benjanin F... ..5..4.4. [eee (Op ic lictel.  Siteweeeeeaeeaeege 
iietemlaies Foy... ee ee ve MamEO UNNI c) NOMASE Ae Ge eee ates 


Garrets, tcdrew J, rst Lient.... A 
Gaskill, Joseph... .. B 
DATS Ys). re ay 
Woe oiiney Calkins .......... 
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lasyood, Charles... ........ 
faenderson, Joly Hicks... .... B 
Pre@mommolit \V. 0... ca ea IX 
PGCE ICIOIAS, <2 fie ci ene p 
ipecoaeidervey West osc B 
geeeasaA L. se ve es E 
vil]. UI) 66 tc F 
fill, William H.. Com. Sergt. 
epee Daniel Co .....6 ls i 
romwarce \\tlder Al. 2.s26s05 ss ie 
Pag batee Jol VV. yo... ses I} 
feminenesss (ames Kop... 2 B 
Huntress. Sanwel Doctor...... B 
Weaeecm oli... ....:-...24e ib 
Prbectskkt es \ICUSE 2. 66.5 2. oe Ihe 
Perera ANTICS. 5)... ee eee we wee 2 
PeMeR MOU 2 6 os oss nee e ee ie 


Rate Patrick Wen. Captainiee 
Sales illiint Mlle.) eee 
Sanborn. | Oratt@eal ..) ee ee 
SS CUrTC LS emCHAc (on eee re ean ae 
SCOUiA Mea ticll I oaven adam 
we lon elu Gieereece| (eee niae )' 


eS heariian,. | lent 3. 
Slane eli. 


se TH 1 mee OG Fs sf ad A a 


Sitiitiie Willan Ro eee 


Stankex eWM@nias.. 2) atten 


Stevens, lévarts ©, 


Sfévens, Martin i., rst Lieut... 


Sieve iories . . 


COC TeOT@e WN hs oe eee 


Sit ell .\: 


Me citemecl i RCtl ic via 4 aceon 
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Srailerviort. Esc soe eee 


Voet, Joseph... 
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AVarner: Saminel | eee Dee MUS sisotl © ne ee oe ee 
Welch, Sidney 33,3) eee PLease Sanne) | ee an ce oe 
AVells.. \aillitatiie Syms tne eee ES MiisOr e Curtiseel loa. 8 eee 
Ritheelock, Noriian. 2 3.5 lope yood. Pear ar. 4.5 e ee 
ANS Ehep i Ga uee AE vbetopoyy lye Sete a ay Bee foe )ionids 2) Cont serar 
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LIGHT ARTILLERY—FIRST AND THIRD BATTERIES. 
Cansdell, Henry, Surgeon. 
FOURTH BATTERY. 


Ellison, Wesley. oieks Andrew «a8 
Groesbeck, Gilbert. Maxwell, James. 


FIFTH BATTERY. 
Snow, Orrin D. 
SIXTH BATTERY. 
Fernald, Clarence D- Maller, Clarkson, Surgeon. 


SEVENTH BATTERY. 


bevces, Tieniyal - Graham, James. 
Brown, Joseph I, Hlutton, Jonathan B. 
Criger, William. Wilbur, John F. 


Evans, Jesse G, 


NINTH BATTER we 


Ashley, Henry. Crawford, John H. 
Semis, Lyman A. Derhy, Engence, 
Borst, John. Deuel, Joseph B. 
srown, Uheodore. Pichler, ident. 
Brownlee, John. isk, Clinton QO. 
Cole, Leander. Ilagerman, Henry. 


Cox, Daniel. lowler, George W. 
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lowler, John 
*Punk, Charles. 
Funk, Edward. 
Granger, Josiah. 
Haight, Benjamin J. 
Haines, Samuel J. 
Haller, Samuel. 
Haller. Theodore. 
Hand, John \Wesley. 
Harp, Joseph. 
Healey, Christopher. 
Holton, Richard. 
Ingham, Silas A. 
Wyburz, Willian. 
Langdon, Isaac M. 
Easutence, Charles. 


ty 


oe 


Lule oves: 

sacl, johns. 
AMaycock, [larry. 
Meadows, John G. 
Merriam, James E. 
Onvers: Tiernan F. 
Owels, Wuliam. 
kobertson, Osear L. 
Stulken, Gerhard E, 
Tayi laiiese.. 
‘Draws rancis: \\. 
Tripp, George W. 
Watts, Edunind T. 
Watts, Gebhard. 
Watts, James. 

NV eOxN,. Ehomas -H: 


TENTH BATTERY. 


Banfield, Michael R. 


Casliwy\ lian 


TAIIRTEENTH BATTERY. 


Beckley, Homer Meader. 
Bond, Samuel. 

Boyle, Felix, 

branene wv illard S. 
Campbell, Robert «A. 


Chaffee, Alfred E., First Lieutenant. 


Siaiikewtaward F. 
Corkett, John Kk. 


Cross, George L., First Lieutenant. 


Dancey, George E. 

Dewing, Norman Houston. 
Fisk, Lucien FI. 

Flanders, Arthur W. 

iets) j\allies. 

*Green, -\ddison. 

Green, Charles A. ; 


Hall, \Wilham, 
*Flarrison, Alpheus T. 
Floleomnb, John J. 
Hunt, Charles P. 
Jones, Americus V. 
Jones, [lenry L. 
Macill, fainck -\. 
*Plain, John V. 
Redford, Spencer T. 
Robinson. David S. 
Rockwell, Morris I:. 
Saunders, Michael. 
* Schultz, \ugust W. 
Sewright, George. 
Simpson, Thontas. 
Stevens, blenny Cc. 
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Stoner, Hiram. 
Thatcher, George D. 
Walsh, Wailham. 
West, Wilham. 


CON Tis, 


WISCONSIN: 


Westphall, Wilham. 
*VWickett, Thomas. 
Wing. George Nelson. 


FIRST INFANTRY. 


Becker, pila) Il eeec nse ee B Montague, lenty Ogee oe B 
eck ith (cor cc vent yeas C  Wloore, Edson eee B 
CAME YEU WWosreee te os B Morgan, Leman ( see F 
Carville: | Aimeey...1 sie eres C Mosher, Wilkanr Heniy 2. 
Devendorf, Daniel B.. Asst. Surgeon *Maulligan, James ........-.-. B 
(De, JAIIES 5 \ ater ceee scr Band Neiheisel; Peter 2.3. eee G 
Pein, CAs ere ee ee C WNeldner. Predettcl (eee C 
=P alia. Chayles: eee nee Ce Norcross: Vii: Ae eee K 
«Fischer, Emil Caspar........ C Owens, John W1.........-..-. B 
deine peter a cUstema. a ee C .. *Peakes oy illicit peer eee ee ee C 
inematmerewtom Tle | a, . en K *Relvea, ects 2 yee ee B 
Poiieneie (Ol: Se seeree ee S57 ert C Savage, Glemmce.D ae B 
Pei renee ll GNi\-a esa er ee © “Schhever -Canncacdie eee © 
Jeaee rence Willian . come C. Serafionde Jameson we eee i 
feat lliany « 2c s ee ee B  Sentemn, Lewis eee & 
Pe Apes ANIL ues iw rts: sep nearer C Skillen ehniC eye eee B 
LETH py OE ea a 01 ei ee oe E Sloe, James gee eee Band 
Pitan WN ETc Polen ieee ee nes E . \Wandall, Fletvives ee oe eee B 
Marhecker, James Nf........... B oWexrough. (acon eae eee e 
es CUM tetas le ee coke ane eae PR FAV ihilden, fesse -2 eee eee B 
SECOND INFANTRY. 

** Baldwin, Theodore IF ....... K.« *R¥elnitostiy panies yee eee iN 
Bac ice meth Get) es oe as TI? lkelintyre, [Olina re cee Dp 
feckwith, Edward Seymour.... K  McLachlen, John............-. D 
ID le seins Warmers, odor a5. 6. K Nageli Nicholas a2 eae K 
ET TATCers, eae C Ue ae 2 peewee K Rar aBatisks Bieiiis caer IX 
Garrett; Bndrewsieew. 2 ae K. Rodniansitasin +... eee 15 
Gilbert] Doin 2 ve earee eee are K . Salishtipeg@hanies [eee ee IX 
Hayne, Nicholast tae K . Scoheld George 3a : 


Kaapp. Wr aik lit eee eee Bag US 


Stratton, Alcinoits 


WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN, |e 
Stratton, CrilinOremen........... CO Mel ities oe 2 IX 
Meveliont, Nelson Me. ......... Wilkins, lenry Bee IX 
Acie svArVill jf. ..5....... [> Avance. Oscar? 2) nn G 
THIRD INFANTRY. 
pigieemeatl@S:. 3. 2... 2602s cs ee is *. Jolinsen,.Loreizo D . 2) eeee I 
Bartlett, Oscar F., Surgeon. miciariane, Mdward 7. eee eee B 
eakoer Wllialn . 2. so. oe. IC aiever, francis Xavier .2 2... eee 
emir Ibertils 2hic.5.....5 2. LV eNGArCl MeN ISI Zoe. 7: 5 Aen IX 
Erewne, William Adamthwaite.. G Otterson, Osmund..........4 A 
Mme LajuiS.. .. 1... ea we ee A Otterson, Warren P.......... i 
Mee MAINES 5 oc ees a gee. ee — FPriem, Richard... ........... \ 
gemma leS AS 6 cca cece. SVN Oc sceh vel rir cee t | 
I=[205., (C0), \0 th OG Aw saw: eos... Se IX 
IDSA JES, ai ae Ay \oulharns. |abez 22a IX 
pistacvell, joseph... ..... eS! 
FIFTUL INFANTRY. 
paicctmeivathaniel .... 0.2... Lemme a CtGn.. , cee eee —- 
egleston, JON... .2.6.....%. Pe ee ea IN See ee ee * 
Re SOM PONT 2 6 ce es os vw ee ees FF tO rer) Neo ae eve, oe G 
item ITEM ok eee ee we oo auiibetee vs illite, 2 eee A\djt 
eieemeubiany GG... wk ese ewes —- 
SIXTIL INFANTRY. 
yen. \ UNG lO [De SISter Ch Nee amas ok eee coe ee Cy 
Pemgeumoscar |*_....\sst. Snrecon Rogers, Johir \ 22. «023 essa. D) 
Beem OM) . 2.2 es Pa ew Ge... wean ees IN 
oc Sart: 26... kee 2 (> S\ilsuimeticonee \\ Ge as cee C 
SEVENTIL INFANTRY. 
Pemmete wr IIGK 240. 6. ee pies, ech iuiiel! 2’ enema IK 
tecai sian }1.. . ... ee Ieee CCPC. 5 a ae ee IN 
amomies sanies edwin. .......: lai PONS... + eta ee IX 
ieemeemronmr V\., 2d lieut...... No Costley, Wilham .. 1 
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*Cromwell Orrin eee B Miller, Peqemieyeteee. sw ws 
Darham, John ..< 3.3 B Morse, Saimmelisewed lieut..... 
*Eddy, Nathan H........... K **No@p@peiearics B 
Egolestons leroy eee K. **NGGiettiall. .. 2. eee wae 
Ellis, Willian eee K SeitetmierenanderO ........ a9. 
Fenton, /ohiy 2a eee K =Smith, Charles W 
*Herrington, Albert 3)" 23 ee:.. IN@edersiames H...... 7 
Hoyt, Geoteeisc.. ...- ae Major Stever, Washington, ist Lieut. . 
Hort, [Ghia so... Capp **Stillson. Thomas Hl, 7) ae 
Hughesgaailian . ... ., 2 eee meachout, Alireds 
Huntressmideon.... 2. ..0aee ee KK **\Walrath, William W.. 2d et 
Huntress lirann eee Ko  *@iatson, George Fae 
Hyde, Willis: 3 24,42 eeeee le = cco, Franciga ae 
Klein Carl . 22054... nee K. “White; Nelson:) 2 = 7 eee 
Livingston, Reber. Ke Wilkins outs S22 
ievon, Frederick See ee K ee Silsen Willan See 
McCabe, Jamés 73.22%... | sae. StattOrd 2, 
e*Nielinneyv, William [2 22 2 eee Cnet i te 
epevamara, Michael .. 0. 22. KK 


FIGHT INFANTRY. 


EIGROR COTES: =. cena ee K. -Holnes, George S. oe eee 
Paced OUACE: 2504, eel s.4. 5 casa K Hubbard. Joli) 40. eee 
MU Sermo NT. |... eee + oo ee Kk. Lowe, Joh H.. 2eee 
Dawson, Thoinas......0..... RoeNiaek, Guibert © yee 
Dickinson. Charles 1D... ....2. KS eaine, Silbert Dickson ee 
Bat eX eel Nien .. «2.7 eee Ko @klanning, Charles hee eee 
Fellows, Theodore \.. Captan.~ K @MiallerXinos | 22 es ene 
Nitra Glatrance yi. ae aa oe KWo. Josiah > > eee 
Frermiale. F redemcl 42%. 402400 a IX. Bales NGS oe oe eee 
Maulkier, |e Mii, aca K Noves, Charles Rogue ee 
Pield, PranGigeewee. 4.0. ee K “Ole Hari. eee 
Cryest }e1); JUS Weare arg cesne a eae IX *Paddock, Herbert iGreen 
tart, Geo ate anes ee KK ~=Palinetier. Charles, 2d Lieut... . 
Elerzo@iginy, airel magma 8. siecea K  Palnetier, |arcd aes os. - 
Flickox, Alfred A... ......... K Powderly, Willige... 
Hickox, William E........... K Randall, Cedi... . 


Flohart>|olin sees Chantua Rollow, [ranGiggeey ss... 


kK 


kK 
I 
K 
T 
iL 


- 


IK 
Kk 
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- 
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ixerotn Itai terse rece ae B. . Perrys erst elena ne 
IST OWS, Oita. puss ee ee B Roache iiotin Dc = eee E 

FORTY-FIFTU INFANTRY. 
Die shel IOSCIT Chal pats syepe eta F | Ehenzoe) len eee ee 13) 
DER SHES gies SV U0 201 eau aera C.. Inunde, A hert...22 5 eee E 
OMe AUMIEO MEE) fic ves nce cs eaters FE Meisner, Frederick .........7- F 
CET GS Ba ar are ee a ee C Roth, jacch' 3 ee G 
Gresser, Ol Ge orw sr es aan oe, E  -Seheliish 1 emer 00) eee ja 
(6G) ele ho) Va een ae ee ear oer I. SWesche, Christian tegen —— 
Hples oy NOS oe ays ek bake ee EK \\oiSon:. |e ieee eee E 

FORTY-SIXTIL INFANTRY. 
BIGcrS@lMae WUCIStIS ve a. aes EK Eid ees ieee ee ee K 
pies. OSC ie. . aba T* [Stel statis ties yeep neers le) 
PrGkeihe PRCOU Ole memes. 4 <><. E ‘PSone inane seen enne nee 18 
Hide gba OraiCenbde) ot) 0. er IX heathy iitics 1) eee ee 12 
Carpenter; Sisters 2a ae WMO KCne. Gacy a, 1 
COUP, ANAM ae yen etek eae KT ler sii ere ee je) 
ab Dthees amt Geeeee eee DMmaeb ete On a ae ee, ie 
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Hotchkiss, Moses ........... Po ixceves,. Julius . . .22 eee E 
J Gayo IU. Se onyeer, lanes Ro... eee E 
/Droreei ii Vu STE os aa nr ee Stouts Janes sViee.. ., eee iD 
Milos, Limothy . . ...2.-.+.. li eiiaver Ruel 3 13... eee ie 
IME OM bent, oe Ai oiea ws adaes Baal Jhouas..; 2... ...0aeee E 
@eptien sMichael << 2..4..6<%.5 [oes Lira <2. 4. con eee E 
OO cOldge On ices oe oy oso e eu E Wilkinson, George... ......... E 
‘CUES et at ©) a aa E-aeehiaims Albert <:.-5..%.....000 E 
IParsons, Frederick O 14 ......; aeecaiialy,. \Vishatt . os... ace: E 
Pattee, Grad) Hi 3 4 moh ee eae IE 

FORTY-SEVENTH INFANTRY. 

Em@mlev ender 1 MOMAS «2 6 once. sess isemeet yen, [aNeS .; 4. ie. ca acne 1G 
Bath, Irving, Hosp. Steward. peat Willian 4. Aaa ene Ir 
sce (Charles) a me. 4.s-s-4 ee re erenbemmn AlleSe, . sien ce aun F 
Preniauee Wan. 2 .o¢sawe. on ee EOcEatonPAMICS ¢. au sea eae B 
PO etiChwiKG.. 5 sase-i. see: F Ingham, Thomas ............ B 
ernie GN ET hea 2g eux eevee aveeepan ens Br Caimpotta DCT ann Sauce aon oe i 
Oss OImBleniy Go access Cee ombard PAvinZO a. 26a es F 
WalemanemlOnn Ws. 2 ks. . dees. Beebe bateenctersonnG .34..5..5 . F 
Cone ianies Wee ist Liewt.. B dfeCarty, Patrick .. ..:.02,.¢. F 
Conling.tmatthew.. ....-....5. Fe icCimimoint, anes... 22 225. R 
Cooley, Rufus, Jr., Chaplain. McDonald, Lemuel ........... Ie 
Copeland, Williatiy . 2 dead. .i0. Pe elon ZO. 5: eclemeeeaemcncant B 
Commie anderen iain saws Aad Bie lewiy 11 ...Ger aera ress B 
IBYo: tos Ura bold a Seevincrelpes ISAAC ei lees erro) Sale F 
Po Oanes NANTON ge cs cvs « oo a B PHerncle, Abrain......0s¢.<. 0: I] 
Pomeniaiy (OM. io asc «caw 2 Boapemertiie Jaines H cine dc. wes 5 
CEL | ||10) 10 Pomeaeechelldward ..a222.5 22: 5 
feerabnoaker mdngi C2, Gccav ed owe ir pliys Wy Wliany.. 02.2 see B 
Premeneeenaries Bo. 2.0 owe MoM arelsons Gaistav .... ene) eeuaes. ID: 
Gllcaisoi (alco) an Powe cilet. “Alexander . v4.4.2. 4. vats 3 
Piammiutenmee deat Coo. wh ce 6 EM omlet JORW 9.4: namaew ae 4 
lmlesscigiy, ©\c0): hc ree mee Oblet, Peter Ao. 645.06. enum > 
inking \C2hy |. aaa Meeeticn, JO &-..4 tee eee 3 
mew era ati) 2. ....02.20 tee orien, Thomas... 2...0238. lel 
ramieron, COMMAN .« . 44 05 femeorigiae i: \ Villian. 22 eee Ag 
i7aagiictone George > ...2., 1G Olson, John ....-..... 5.6408 D 
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Ols@iv, -Napiitin.. face ae eee DD -Stradtman, Christiaiig ae F 
Owens; Mi ieliaeli eae eee B Thaver, Edgar. ease pererena | 
Pearl, deg se ee eeee F Thornton) Mathias 2355s F 
Randall 23) olinp eevee waar B Toole, John..2.2 43a — 
Redmond aicnileer eee as — Trainer, Willian B 
Richinende imomne oni: sess) Vandewege, Mia rfin: 0... eee F 
Ritchie; = apaick go... tat stole tate B . Ward, George: 32 eee B 
Rockwell ienty sc ese 2eue: — Watkins, George C_..........- B 
SHCLICdING F ALTICK naam accseete Bo Wood, John Rv B 
Spaliianin latices qi aera emer H 


PORTY-EIGHTH INFANTRY: 


Armstrong, WWalhan.......... B Jones:Chariess eee B 
Baily elites la © tt Ciena tue eenenetes 1 'Naiser;iitiaddt: 2 eave D 
Beck wit cance ee. aan EF \ Inaiserm, Pirederick 05 eee D 
Brockel, Micholigwas 2: ae See Be Loetert,-Gottiried y= eae F 
Buell, Lerov N., Serge t Major. Martyi, antes laiee eee F 
Carver, Varo ist Lient. ..2sc. I. “Niteller. Pritzo2 eee F 
Chappell. blemiy emes) a  eeee B “Rogers, Willian ae ee F 
Christianson, setandel ce... ae 15 SVoanders? Fenty ayee ea ee F 
Estey, mans 134s eee eee F s3elnesser, Pati eee B 
PreneneGeore@erbl a. a. ci. wee A’ .-Sesotield ,. lates 2 i. eee A 
Crone CV @Sete: 2. 2 oc eee FY Siti C iets b1atd -.. 54a ee ree F 
iii Glial sel oe eee A. Tess, Willan 2. 2 2.4 if 
Pampsom -Clagles eee . EF - “TDupper...f¥enry Ne eee F 
ITacris, Chanlesa >)... ee KF) Vanetlerny (atiessaes seer B 
Tle 7th,. (eLciiyalii. was. eee eee A Walbert, William .. ......... B 
eat ea Ot  eeeee eeee A 


FORTYXY-NINTIL INANE ye 


ASTWGANUS, AV litt we Reet. ee SN ~ Bieneman es iosep!) eee c 
Andrus, Francis da.2...:..... K | Blanchard iiiiewe= fom sien 
Balcom, William. .......... K Blanchard Oran neeeotncom 


sSrher, Georces yy wean ee, 3 NN «© Blatt panes ee ee iN 
Barker, Xan oie aeeer es K BookeweGegnce soa ee D 
nepley. [ames eae K Brewer, George W. ........... K 


ZCMITCL. sv (C1 ee D Brow Clinieeecl se eee Ke 


WALWORTH COUNTS. 


Boe wie iocemor bl. ...2......- D 
Buccs, MODEM Gos 6 wa bes es D 
Buemmc, Ludwig. ........... H 
Feit eepe est Gel) arte, vbr eos + K 
fy cuClea Oa) <3 cok... K 
ampoell, atnicie. ... sess. - F 
Gani poeliieinabert ae. caste ances, K 
AM AWOKE. a cos hci toe Kk 
Chadwick, William ........... K 
lira planes ee piiic s,s 2 oF 
Cheney, \ugustus J.. Major. 

latices Ona jal’. nieaies sae D 
IDET IS aby ellcre" Sl tag Canes eeerene are K 
Tyas ee UNIAN! cess ae eee, 4 K 
1D ac ae ol oi Oe ee is 
elaeirenrn wise ss 2 te ce iN 
Dena s(seorce We... ..08 ee. K 
Dickens, dein Go. ...6008 K 
Piewenc. biomass S 22 foes. of kK 
HOU OUEIS 2, yale a 0 59: i Gans is 
Pe@om Mees Vian Oe. 2... ae es 1) 
Exvedmoeeiiace 0... 3. ec: IK 
PP alieetieleeOAN IG 4 vascka. 4 44 « son ix 
eM MOL Aaiin see 2 ches os IS 
lebsCuly (Deby g (ie ae K 
UM Sme@ilasoIT. . <a... . 0% KK 
Gira OAMMelnee oe, . 6 eee 1@ 
le wsotinn ACO in... 6.4. os 0 
Gunderson, Olmer . 2 ......... a 
lalecd ey al Ads, Geer rie K 
Prardin@enel G . 3. ansade dead K 
lolaS cule Saeed) re K 
Reel ee OTIS Net os. «20 c's ave yee cS 
iiaticeewionn Ti. Captain. ..... 1 
fAiecmeimovert Din. 2 6. mice. D 
[he 8chs ||(0)¢) a K 
Hofstatter, George F......... kK 
WMG eerahiCk . 2. 4 fc. «2 done oe K 


ile iMehGGs . «aa 228 dane a K 
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+Thumphrey, \Wwest B 2. see K 
Huntress, Hiram B., 1st Lieut.. G 
Isham, Francis Devillo ........ IN 
Jacobs, Elder F . ae eee Ik 
Jounson, Amdrew 0.0 K 
Woncssb franklin, . .e. nee i 
JionessePredetick Ee2c0,)..e nee IX 
ellen. Erancis:: ikea 7 ee @ 
Simi eTialh Oru et eee ee iN 
INisH@er, GCOree =... eu eee K 
STigt Ds eLetiiyrDs. ,ueenean eee iN 
Wesson. )anics «... save ere K 
Reis: ONVER ..;. ae eae ee Ik 
ilove, Volt: . ..« s.r eee Gr 
Mmcleilan, Charles...) 2 ene eS 
Milamer, Mueliael ..:90.....406 4. C 
ici iaejames TH 2 een, C 
Mi@game VV lian .. see eee iN 
IMIG Gia |OSEDN -: 7. fuer teeta KK 
Miorcan, Pranklin D4. ...2 2. =. IX 
Morgan, Solomon P.......... K 
Nicolae illiani... 2. eee Kk 
Ovblata avid’... sakes...) Cc 
CICS Geri il; 2 lca cs kK 
Pats alle | Ons: Smee erga a. IX 
SPatnick Levi = See eee K 
Pauteeoscat’ 5. . wearer ee KK 
lene CSLCE au were eer Ke 
Teaver: Clidtl @Seeer ees eee a 1 | 
eempoeruait, | OHM eee .. eae NK 
inline: avid: T tart. ak IK 
Pil psmaeltany. . 20%. cee K 
PiwipwGeorge Waar. ear. ere IK 
Teena ikozell ... ..c045. «ane eee I 
Ieee. Pimothy’ <.; 2:icauecke IK 
elev PLGON oc. ina ode eee & 
tee hamnct), 10-5 See een IK 
Sanborn, avid: ©. 2.5 KK 


Sanford. Daniel iX., 1st Tieut... G 
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Sac; iOS see oe eee eee K ° Stirtevang, Charles A 3... 
S Sleldompeskneeie 2 a aera oe KK Sitinipers avy lant... <a in 
Sheldonat lorace).. Giga. oe Is “Popping fosian Mie... «2a lel 
Sheldon eilidin. seece es eee Ko = WiGsteviiny (Obi. @ 6 os... K 
Sholes Elisha © 22 Se creee D> Siubbs Miran DD. 2.225. K 
Silt, \\ iia ee «soe eee B Van De Bogart, George W. .... K 
SIME: Stiller” os. 2 staaeeeeee I VVrooman, Daniel —... eee i 
Slick), George We. -csiaceeee Kee ey ard, Dustin . secu. ee eee KK 
Smithy, Jom et, Captain 5 Kew Wectinehoise, julitis eee K 
Stith, Stepien bl. 5 . cae Do AWhalen. Patrick H . Seer K 
Sombiwicks Hicnty 2 ~ 2. ee wee I< “Wharry; Robert :. .. 52.392 K 
Southwick, James... «feaseee K a Walltains. Ole .-. . . .t2.e: eee iN 
SCOMe, Lienry i 4 yews ace Ke Walson. James . 2-5 Ik 
Stor: Nelson... 2 oe ee Ko Suse \Villaiig ene eee < 
Stouc, Nelson... «aa. 7 eee ISUSvirioht.: Janes Ag.) ty eee K 
Stouts Zebedee Ml 2 eee ee K 

FIFTIETH INFANTRY. 
ING Vesa) AN) 2 jee cee E@ Rownler Bariey 2. ae eee D 
Sraithioe iliac eae ee eee i 

FIFTY-FIRST INFANTRY. 
Coleman, /Oni. eee E. -Kuteht” Charles... eee E 
Conckiin, | nOiias 2a ere K Maxwell) Georee 3) a ee B 
Grecory.. David® oe HO rr. VW iil ee eee E 
mcaley, Elian. 3 eae EF. Parker Sanne). eee eee A 
Dora. |Oln At... eee on ee A? Ryan, Thoms 2 ee eee H 
CRMs eines iti iel aeeewenere cae eee 1» Thon, Willian ee H 
Johnson, Waitin gee. cose ele ee E @Wolf, Sainiucl > .. 7.2.55. 5 A 

VIFTY-SECOND INFANTRY. 
Rennett, [iil Ml fst Lient.... A  Necleraate@ninan ye ayaa 
Graham, Charles C., O. M. [ stecnskimiicholas 2.2. <> -5. D 
Pitter, erechetdy cae meeee ey oe. DD ‘Wane sine eee re ore D 


Tost? Pal (>. eee oe D 
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U. S. ARMY. 


Armington, George W....4th Inf. 


Brockway, Stephen...... 13th Inf. 
Brown, Frederick M..1st Vol. Eng. 
Doe tye Orta) fete: eee ne ae Had remain ye 
ID seal ois Geb elach acs aos Seems tla dite 
orale, JOM, heck o45 sc 4th Int, 


Fairbanks, Carroll, 1st Sharp Shoot- 
ers. 

Poster, Henrye......... 2 mth Cay. 

Gercke, Charles. . Hospital Steward 

Johnson, John, 1st Sharp Shooters. 


Aellesyn Patricks tre ee ic ars aii iualane 
Biay, Eh,..Hancock’s Corps, K 2d 
ie! loyal (a) 09 ee 4th Inf. 


Mitchell, Michael..A, 1st Vol. Eng. 


ENLISTED FROM 


pile vucistus C. ,...7th Ill. Int. 
Bec Albert ©... . 


Conley aines. 4.) ooth Il Inf. 
Pane Cw artic kta. 2c,Otn Il). Cay, 
Farr, Edward D...,.— 72d IIb. Inf. 
Fitzgibbon, Edward.C, goth Ill. Inf. 
Fitzgibbon, James.C, goth IIl. Inf. 
rossmOanicl a. xe. C, oth Ill Cay. 
Holland, John H..11, gsth, Ill. Inf. 


eS: 


Qiner A. Baggs 
Calvin Barnes. 


U. S. COLORED 
[OC OCIS a 29th Int. 
[Olin (Gee iq 20tualinn 


Ist Ja. Bap 
Brown, Charles....A, 36th Ill. Inf 
Chester, Robert....— — III. Cav. 


iioore, William..... 20. as fth Int. 
Munn, Ransom......... esa shove 
Olson, Andrew P........ Sia rae 
iveverolds, NAttiNn..ce.ni Ath Int. 
IOMeHtS, OSE Mites enc. aa. 4th Inf. 
Rowland, Howard R...... ithe) ie 
Regn avi ichaels. a. ent sere idee (qui, 
Schulez, frederick 2.20.55. ede obi 
Springer, James ... 2.05, 13th. Min 


SeOiiaseileniry 1. see 4th Int. 
Tillotson, John S., G, rst Sh’p Sh't’s 
ilcwm oni 1... 1st Sli sine s 
| ivieieloren K.,G, ist Sip Shits 
Van Dyke, Abner, Hancock Corps, 
ECW TOlN.. .cs2.n«ss 13th Inf. 


OTHER STATES. 


Pepe com © cex,.00 Groot Wie tnt, 
Bow, wvillianio. . <2 —13th Ill. — 
Labo, Abraham....H, 72d II}. Inf. 
NTO ew Cz tle UL wees ny ae 
yee an ee Beotst Us dete 


es eee 1 2a It. ane. 
ieciemyemett (cS Pace meeeed 2c LI) alii 
SlGaienattick, 2.0.5 Croothoiis Int, 
Sullivan, John....—, 36th Ill. Inf 
Wihelan, John. ......4 —, 23d Ill. Inf. 


ewe 


Charles L. licks. 


TROOPS. 


le hy ytanemete con Unassigned 
> cae Unassigned 
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Wiliam @fason ....... Unassicnedeatebert Sercer 7) eee 29th Inf. 
Jaines “ONeeiis =: eee Unassiened s2yvndvew Stith eee Unassigned 
Iienty E. Randolpim Unasstoned PAbrahan [illinan eee Unassigned 


SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR. 


lor the war with Spain in 1898, four regiments of National Guard were 
taken from Wisconsin for service in the field. The company at Whitewater, 
then and now Company C, First Infantry, was filled by recruiting, assembled 
at Camp Harvey and ordered southward. Its officers were Capt. Leverette 
H. Persons, First Lieut. William H. Hahn, Second Lieut. Edward T. Wevher. 
and of its enlisted men, sixty-two were of this county. Besides these. nine 
men enlisted in other companies of the’same regiment, and sixteen served in 
Company .\, Fourth Infantry. None of these men reached Cuba, but four 
died in service, namely: Bloxham, September 8, 1898: Muller, August 3; 
Southwick, September 4: Whaley, September 6, the first three at Jackson- 
ville, the last-named at Second Division Hospital. The enlisted men were: 


FIRST INERXN TRG. 


Coe ee Mie ee B. Heffiren,.Charlés Gy Corp. &. 
Virvomens. (liatlest. . 45.005 CG lenin. lterberti ee ee eee G 
Daldey wDotiicw re <1... ae aes C _Fiaglev, Arthur G.. Corn. e 
SCTE IP. ie litipeen7 be sy aces so coe ae C®* dauntress, Joseph... see c 
lox haiti ited Sy oe ee C. “fnealls, lola 2. le 
JOSW Cll Gar itOnmyiere asc ee C “olson, “Charles 1... Seradyeno 
Priuets Bvclarcdopee. ... - 5... 44 Hy Johnsén, Olat, Seroae. eee Cc 
ellckley Lely sys eat a eee CC WK.atiin, Ernest 0 C 
Gaiman. Lrenty |e eae C « Koelzer, Willian eee © 
@liagles. Georee dk. (Corp... C . Lahenthal Gen Ae & 
CoOriniais. woner 45 44. eee C Agudtke, Willie a2 3 eee cG 
Conor meurditiN, ites wos oe C -Lron,.George 43 C@ol pee © 
COO vStial tye se os Sen aes C @leBride. Thomas... eee C 
Caramel el Oemiey ets ccna fess C$ cb arens Paul Gorn eee @ 
Cutter. Dlmer Avast Seret...... CG .Maresieiatet: Gs Cc 
Derthiek, ulins DMM... 2... J) gee ee C 
Devine yy illinaniiion|eeeeeene . C GAG: Voie Roy 2 eine iD 
Eversoiie ici ail eee ee 8. C Nlitephseeistensy francis. Corp. 
George, Wwallie hk see. C. OdcHiGiiaiits | ae: nee Cc 
Telalin Artliner eta C Odemwaldess VWalhian: C=... 


Thali, Joli 6 01) eee C Pase® Benjani 20 eee G 
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FOG i) diticwmng ¢ 4cade sa... C Spraecklin, Charles #. Fl, Ouar- 
re OOles o DINOM IAS ete a a ee ee o leimiaster Sereeaint were eee cE 
PeTOtnen@e Mees c.4)..... 2.4 +: Oe otolt, Charles... .:.47.) eee B 
Ie eel: OMIM set 5 a fae (mel noice, Edward |. tes eee ie 
PMC MINE ANG 1S WG wan ene ey en Peeevinocis, Clark ... 22 eee Cc 
Oc mro)t tain sere t,. © esiirolle, Sophus.. ..).....000: A 
Scliineiders Villian se... lS: Orme eciier, ttelity iA. . . ener c 
SMMMMINMS IATA 2 lsc ess (Oe ON ONE UTEE Oet oe  » B 
SE MeCUIMCY Iola Se. ce Cmene. \\iianeG oN wt. 27. ee G 
Boulawiek. Fletimnan 2... ...s2 Geearwel Cliistjohin 22.2.5. e. eee G 
Mmeclesworth, james .-445eee © 


COMPANY A; FOURTH INFANTRY. 


Burns, John. Lannon, Philip. 
. Concklin, Henry W. , Corp. MeDonough, Peter J. 

DeProux, Thaddeus S. Montague, Myron G., Corp. 
Dingman, Romie, Corp. Riordan, James T., Corp. 

Edds; Givin L., Servet. Tearney, Thomas J., First Serg’t. 
Fowlston, William G., Corp. Thornton, Clarence E. 

Gillard, John B., Corp. Tuke, Reinold H. 

Kelly, James H. Willett, Walter F. 


Of these men, Trolle enlisted from Darien; Lyon, Odell, Protheroe, 
Shimmins, Smith, Southwiek, Wolf, Wrigglesworth, front Delavan; Conck- 
lin, DeProux, Eddy, Gillard, Kelly, MeDonough, Riordan, Tearney, Thorn- 
ton, Tuke, Willett, from East Troy; Fowlston, Huntress. Lannon, from EIk- 
horn; Cooley, Whaley, from Heart Prairie; Brunet from Lake Geneva; In- 
galls, from Linn: Ames, from Springfield; Derthiek, from Spring Prairie: 
Burns, Dingman, Montague, from Troy Center. Sergeant Tearney had 
served in Company F, Fifteenth United States Infantry, and Troop D, 
seventh United States Cavalry, five years in all. J1e was mustered out as a 
CVamtermMasreneserecant. All the other men were credited to Whitewater, 
forty-nine, including officers. 

One more service humbly but honorably useful, in behalf of law and or- 
der, was performed by young men of Delavan and Whitewater in 1886, when 
rioting at Milwaukee called thither Governor Rusk and several companies of 
the National Guard. Our boys were not assigned to Major Traeumer’s firing 
line at Bayview, but threats to property in other parts of the city compelled 
some days of guard duty, and the promptly-arriving Walworthians served 
faithfully wherever they were placed. 


CHAPTER ik 
NOTEWORTHY INSTITUTIONS. 


Three noteworthy institutions of wider than local interest are in the 
county, but neither founded nor sustained by the county or its citizens, namely: 
The Yerkes observatory, the State Schoo) for the Deaf and a State Normal 
School. The first is one of about two hundred and thirty observatories named, 
with their latitudes and longitudes, in each vear’s American Ephemeris and 
Nautical Almanac, and situated in nearly all the countries of the habitable 
or endurable earth. The second ranks among the highest in the states. The 
third is the second in order of establishment of eight such schools in the 
State. 

YERKES OBSERVATORY. 


\ far-western institution of learning had ordered from Mantois, of Paris, 
two 42-inch glass disks tu be combined and finished as an object glass by Alvan 
Clark & Sons, Cambridgeport, Mass., but found itself unable to go further 
in constructing and mounting a telescope. George E. Hale, of Kenwood 
Observatory (privately equipped), and the late President Harper, of the 
University of Chicago, thus found opportunity to buy these faultless disks 
and with them to build and mount the most powerful refracting telescope 
in the world. The means were soon supplied through the hberality of the late 
Charles T. Yerkes, and in 1892 contracts were made with the Clarks for fintsh- 
ing the lenses and with a Cleveland firm for the mounting of this *‘Dread- 
naught” of miueasurable space. The planning and general direction of the 
work. as to buildings and instruments, was committed to Mr. Ilale. ‘rom more 
than twenty places were offers of land for the purpose in hand. It was found 
requisite that the site chosen should be within one hundred miles of Chicago 
and readily accessible from city and university: that 1¢ should be sufficiently re- 
mote from the dust, smoke, glare of street lights. and jar of cities, and not too 
near the paths of earth-shaking freight trains. Too close neighborhood of 
many dwellings was also to be avoided. These conditions seemed best ful- 
filled by that part of section 1, town of Walworth, which looks southwardly 
across the western end of Geneva Lake) Qo veiuagmsot tite -itee cress as 
given by Joluaa Jolinston, Jr., Iving in the southwest quarter of the section. 
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In 1907 this area was increased to nearly seventy acres, which includes a part 
of the narrow strip of section 12 which Hes between section i and the water's 
edge. The lake frontage is six hundred feet long, and a pier tor steamers has 
been built there. The lake, at this end, is about one and a half miles wide, 
covering most of section 12 and about half of section 13, and the view from 
the observatory to the opposite shore 1s not 1n any way hkely to become less 
fair or more shut in. The observatory stands within easy distance from the 
highway, one mile westward from Williams Bay, and from the highway 
leading southward to Fontana, about two miles away. By way of Fontana 
and Harvard to Chicago it is seventy-six miles. By way of Williams Bay 
and Lake Geneva it is about ninety-three miles. It is nearly equidistant from 
Lake Geneva, Delavan and Elkhorn, and its dome can be seen from the south- 
western quarter of the last-named city. Its latitude is 42° 34’ 12.64”; its 
Jongitude 5h. 54 m. 13.64 sec. or 88° 33’ 18.6” from Greenwich observatory. 
The site of the building is one thousand and fifty feet above sea level and 
about one hundred and ninety feet above the level of Geneva Lake. 

Mr. Hale visited the greater observatories of both hemispheres before 
determining his own plans and derived some especially useful suggestions 
from the buildings and equipments at Mount Hamilton and at LPotsdaim, 
Prussia. The form of the building is eross-shaped, with head to eastward, 
its longer dimension three hundred and twenty-six feet, ending, westward, 
in the great dome, ninety-two feet in diameter. The centers of the smaller 
domes, at the arm-ends, are one hundred and forty-four feet apart. The 
style is described as Romanesque. The outer walls are of brown Roman 
brick and terra cotta. The equipment ts adapted to a wide range of astro- 
physical work. perhaps the whole range of astronomical investigation. Be- 
sides the great telescope of forty-inch aperture, there is one of twenty-four 
inch and one of twelve-inch aperture: there is, apparently, a full furnishing 
of apparatus for photographie, spectroscopic, spectroheliographic and what- 
ever other processes men of this century may use for their prying into the 
visible and invisible contents of “nature’s infinite book of secreey.” The 
cost of ground, buildings and apparatus is estimated at four hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

The first successful measurements of star heat were made at this insti- 
tution in the summers of 1808 and 1900, and a Jong and valuable record 
is already made of photographie observations of sun and stars. Results of 
these and other investigations are published in book form and as contributions 
to scientific journals. .\mong these publications are “The Study of Atellar 
Evolution.” by Prof. Hale: “Researches in Stellar Photometry.” by Proj, 
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Parkhurst; "Che Rotation Period of the Sun,” by Prois. Hale and Fox; and 
two volumes entitled “Publications of the Yerkes Observatory”; Vol. 1, 
pp. 296, “A General Catalogue of One Thousand Two Hundred and Ninety 
Double Stars Discovered from 1871 to 1890," by Prof. Burnham; Vol. 2, 
pp. 413, papers by Profs. Barnard, Burnham, Frost, Hale, Parkhurst and 
others. The observatory contains more than three thousand volumes and 
about the same number of pamphlets, and receives eighty scientific magazines 
and journals. 

No time is found available for permitting visitors to look through the 
telescopes, but two or three hours are given each Saturday to visitors for 
seeing, under the instruction of a staff member, the instruments and their 
working. Each year several thousand visitors are received and go away 
wondering. The observatory staff 1s composed of the following named 
persons: 

edwin B. Frost, professor of astrophysics and director. 

Sherburne W. Burnham, professor of practical astronomy. 

edward E. Barnard, professor of practical astronomy. 

John A. Parkhurst, instructor in practical astronomy. 

Storrs B. Barrett, secretary and librarian. 

Philip Fox, imstructor in astrophysics. 

Oliver |. ee,computer. 

Mary R. Calvert, computer. 

Mary I. Wentworth. stenographer. 

Frank R. Sullivan, engineer in charge of torty-inch telescope. 

Oscar FE, Romare, istrument maker. 

lienry J. Foote, carpenter. 

Wilfred Beguelin, lanterm slides. 

Diedrich |. Oetjen, day engineer. 

Louis T°. Clay, mght engineer. 

Astronomers from other institutions often pass the summer there, as 
volunteer assistants m1 research. 


SLATE SCHOUL FOR Tit DEA 


In 1843 Increase A. Lapham, of Milwaukee, whose various services to 
scielice are not yet ungratefully forgotten, wrote to Moses A\leCure Strong, 
then president of the ‘Territorial Council, asking him to lay before that body 
for its consideration and favorable action a draft of resolutions which, in 
effect, petitioned Congress for an appropriation of public land in aid of in- 
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stitutions for the instruction of deaf and blind children, and for the care of 
the insane. The Legislature duly memorialized Congress, but without result. 

Ebenezer Chesebro, an early settler of the town of Darien, had a daugh- 
ter who was born deaf and thus “wisdom at one entrance quite shut out.” 
Ariadne had received some instruction at a New York school for the deaf. 
Her father, in 1850. induced Miss Wealthy Hawes, then of Magnolia, in Rock 
county, to come to lis house and continue the girl's education. .\ neighbor's 
son, James A. Dudley, then aged twelve years, found here, for hin, a golden 
opportunity. These two continued their study, the next year, under John A. 
Mills, a graduate of the New York institution. Four years later these two 
pioneer teachers became man and wife, and both were employed at the state 
school, he as teacher, she as assistant matron. The little class at Mr. Chese- 
bro's house increased to eight pupils, but was soon suspended for want of 
funds. The six later pupils were Clarissa B. Kingman, of Darien, Washing- 
ton Farrer. of Summerville, Rock county, with .\braham, Betsey, Charles 
and Helen Hewes, of Eagle. Mr. Chesebro's feeling was too deep and strong 
and his mind too beneficently active to let the school drop and become one 
nore matter for sterile regret. About one hundred citizens of the county 
joined him in a petition to the Legislature of 1852 for the establishment of 
at least one school in Wisconsin for instrnetion of deat children. Thanks to 
the merit of the proposition in itself and to Assemblyman Larlow’'s effective 
presentation of its justice and expediency, Governor Farwell’s signature, 
April 19, 1852, made the bill to incorporate the Wisconsin Institute for the 
Education of the Deaf and Dumb a law. The site was to be at or near the 
village of Delavan. Nine trustees were appoimted, one-third of the board re- 
newable each year. This number was reduced about 1870 to five, and in 
1881 the board was abolished, its functions having been transferred to the 
state board of supervision. This body succeeded the older hoard of state 
charities and reform and is now known as the state board of control. bor a 
few years the trustees were chosen from the county; but, with increase of the 
school’s importance to the state came representation of other parts of the 
state. The trustees resident of the county were: 
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Dr. Orriceiiiard Blanchard? . 3... Delavan Paper teer ret esa 1854-57 
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Deciwait cl gO OIC: keen os eee eee Delay aiyeaeeeie rose iss 1858-61 
Nicholas: Wontzomery blarrington. 225 clay aie ee 1854-70 
ie.) lendersonehunte. io. oases eee Delavan oi... 5 cre 1852-58 
alia Willard shania. ee Del avait wreseee cs aye 1857-69, 75-76 
Srintiel Ikees ea bar...)2)42.6... sneer IB yo bie) a ean, re er ar 1876-81 
[exer tinpps\ Velido HeaKG so ere CRIN LNN OAL Deut eats < sic em 1852-56 
i ollns Weathagiien. <0: oaks eee SIRT OMIE eee ion. ae aes 1858-81 
(Chester Wenine Lone = oer ee eee DAT Clee eta ne ee 1860-72 
ie [homes Ni Martine eae class aes sos ne ee 1862-65 
James Alexander Maxwell.......... NV Als OD ar vee see oso ee eee 1852-54 
Di. Clarkson Niller sea. eae eee Lake: Genevaw. 4... eee 1858-61 
Iie lesse Canfas a. se eee I ROttih Bae ee een 1852-56 
Necepi Oe Monell} eee eee (Declavaiiney. eye ee 1854-58 
Timothy Mower... ........-..++00- ast. 0 ROW tener ease eee 1858-63 
iauklinolelsey Ph@etix. eee Delavan aw Aires ee 1852-54 
PVipete SAlSDUTy <norce ae eee cee WV ute Watet cuenta [880-81 
POINAT) SPOONET goa os es see 1ER | Sho) | Pear ea eee ae 1852-53 
Smo  VhoOmas:., «ese. +64 IDET: < x peeve eee 1853-58 
George G. Williams . . ieee sg NMS ees an ee la eae 1852-54 
NON-RESIDENT TRUSTEES. 
Umrciel” 1), eSacon wee... . .. are eee NWT GS Ga soy. @ ich 1869-72 
[sora (aa 65 Coral¢ Weare ee... ¢ pe marge Ad pletot a. nese tr ee eeee 1868-78 
Were Aron JC Mna pines... 4.4.4 eae Beloit (Cece. yer 1870-76 
NEE BET ve Grom C IICE VC femme tre gece CHOU ee eee 1875-81 
esac! Collis... cameras seca eee apOrls Ville: cigs, ae eee 1859-60 
AEN CH REC (6 De eee BLS WOU Oceanis ere 1859-62 
Gp opt a AICOU paeeetos « ace ey oe BML ANZ CG: ete eee eee ee 1875-78 
selweard! DI SMOMON, 2 5 ey cae esa a a Oe 1879-81 
Hee 11S O1INC CCE meter eet ans ance sca Osh OSI4 seam eee erase 1856-58 
IO GHeOaigiry pete eee < ets os Wititewatei er eee re 1879-81 
Mueces MmcOMre: StmOne@ ss san. nek wel WY Bee. ern s es a 1856-58 
John Te. Thomas 2. ..4.0.4..0....., SRCDO eae 41) 1874-77 


Dr. sl ae AN iti Janesville 


. 


1869-72 


Some of these trustees of the county and of the state at large, at their 
official visits, found more or less personal interest in the pupils, making 
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them teel that the state, while performing its duty in instructing them, had 
also parental care for each one’s comfort and happiness. President Chapin 
addressed them in their signs, wisely and profitably; and left them with a 
truer understanding of their relations with that larger world from which 
they had seemed so harshly cut off. 

The state's appropriations in 1852 were one thousand dollars for build- 
ing and five hundred dollars for a year’s conduet of the school. Dr. Joseph 
R. Bradway, of Delavan, was appointed principal and John A. Mills teacher. 
Franklin K. Phoenix, the only son of the founder of Delavan, himself a 
youthful pioneer, gave nearly twelve aeres of the highland beyond the outlet 
of Delavan Lake, now the west end of the city, lying north of the Janesville 
road, an extension of Walworth avenue. About twenty-three acres were 
bought a few years later. The first building was of brick, two stories high, 
and was part of a larger plan. It gave room tor thirty-five pupils. When 
finished, in 1857, the main building was of three stories, its cost about thirty 
thousand dollars. Yo this a suffieient workshop and a barn were added at 
some further cost. On the morning of September 16, 1879, the main build- 
ing was burned to the ground. [or several months thereafter temporary 
quarters for the children were found in the remaining buildings and in one of 
the churehes of Delavan. <A change of site was proposed and urged by a 
each as in duty and honor 





few newspapers at Milwaukee and elsewhere 
bound preferring its own city as the heaven-appointed though thus far man- 
neglected home for the wards of the state. There was probably but one judg- 
ment or feeling among the men and women of Walworth and this was 
promptly and fairly well expressed two days after the fire by the newspaper 
at Elkhorn in the following editorial conunent : 

“Tt is believed and hoped that the location of the school will not be changed 
from Delavan, but that the new building will be located on the site of the old 
one. The school has passed through many ordeals, recently, but it was pros- 
perous in a high degree when this calamity came upon it, and it is hoped that 
every citizen of Walworth county will feel an anxiety to have it re-established 
on its old foundations and under present management.” 

At the legislative session of 1880 Assemblyman Barnes (a well-chosen 
member for the task in hand) looked effectively to the greater good of the in- 
stitute and to the smaller interest of Delavan, and the sum of seventy thou- 
sand dollars was appropriated for re-building. Thus, one more phoenix 
arose from its own ashes with youth and vigor renewed. (Had the institute 
been burned and re-built otherwhere than at Delavan the cruelly over-worked 
Arabian bird need not have done service here.) Besides the adiministration 
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(main) building, a schookt house, chapel, dining hall and dormitory were pro- 
vided for the growing needs. The establishment is sufficient for the full 
care of two hundred and fifty pupils. The yearly expense is from fifty thou- 
sand to sixty thousand dollars. The total expense since 1852 has been about 
two million one hundred thousand dollars. 

A statute of 1858 required payment of seventy-five dollars for each pupil, 
but it so operated to restrict materially the usefulness of the school that it was 
soon repealed. A similar ill-advised statute was enacted in 1867, and this, 
too, was soon repealed. The Civil war seriously affected legislative liberality, 
and the teachers were the most direct sufferers. In June. 1861, a class of 
five pupils was graduated with the full tormalities or ceremoiies of such oc- 
casions at other institutions. Miss Emily Eddy, the first woman employed 
as teacher, in 1868 began her experiments in speech-teaching. «As. early as 
1861 she had observed some, to her, suggestive facts as to pupils 
who, from disease or accident, had become deaf, and she patiently and in- 
geniously evolved methods of her own by which to teach these children to 
speak with their lips and to hear with their eyes. Inu 1868 Miss Harriet 
B. Rogers, a teacher of this art in a Massachusetts institution, visited the 
school at Delavan. Irom her Miss eddy received that summer a short couse 
of instruction by which she so profited that hundreds of pupils have since 
found reason to remember these two women with more than common grati- 
tude. At a later time Miss Eddy brought some inprovement of teacher- 
method from the institution at Jacksonville, Hlinois. It is said that \Wiscon- 
sin and [Illinois were earliest of the stites of the old Northwest to adopt this 
branch of mute-instriuction, 

Vhe school year of forty weeks begins the first Wednesday of Sep- 
tember. To the usual instruction in writing, reading, composition, arithmetic, 
geography, natural science and drawiig, with oral speech and 
lip-reading to semi-miutes and capable congenital mutes, is added manual 
training. Cabinet making began in t860, shoe-making in 1867, printug in 
(S78 and baking in i881. Girls are also taught housekeeping, baking and 
sewing. About 1879 began the publication of the Deaf-Mute Press, a home 
organ of the teachers and pupils.  \bout 1882 its name was changed to 
Deaf-Mute Times, and about (896 1 beeaine the Hisconsin Times. |ts edi- 
torial work has always been fron fair to excellent, and its mechanieal appear- 
anee creditable to foreman and printers. In 1906 Prof. Warren Robinson 
took a bolder step, and put forth the cfiertcan Tndustrtal Journal, an illus- 
trated five-tines-a-year magazine, “in the interest of the industrial depart- 
ments of schools for the deat and the deat themselves throughout the world.” 
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This is said to be the only such publication in the world. Its number for De- 
cember. 1910, indicates its temporary, 1f not permanent discontinuance for 
want of sufficient support. The editor, who speaks, but does not hear, has 
acquired a mastery of the art of expression in pure, plain English words 
and clearly-formed sentences, seldom inet in modern newspaper work, and 
at least one of his contributors has profited similarly from judicious teaching. 

Miss Auna Johnson, a blind mute (one of three at this school), now 
about twenty-four years old, tells in simple, faultless phrases some of thie in- 
cidents of her silent, darkened life. The short story is interesting and suf- 
ficiently moving, though in nowise an appeal for sympathy, and its style ts. 
for its purpose admirable. .\ school which does such work as this well de- 
serves the state's. support and encouragement, even if its opportunities for 
such work were still less frequent. Miss Jolinson’s case is not that of Laura 
Bridgman, nor of Helen Keller, since she lost her sight at twelve and her 
hearing at fourteen. “for three vears I lived in darkness and it was very 
much like a prison: for no one seemed to recognize me, and as | could not 
see or hear enough to help myself, everything around me was silent.” In 
1904 she was sent to the school at Delavan, but sickness so far interrupted 
that but four vears have been profitable for instruction. She had learned at 
home to sew and knit, and has since learned to use the Braille writer (for 
the use of blind persons), and now finds it easy to use the Remington and 
other typewriters, and also the Singer sewing machine, with its various at- 
tachments—threading her needles and regulating her work with ease. She 
has read many books for the blind, but most enjoys the "Life of Helen Kel- 
ler.” A few of her own words way show this young woman's unconquer- 
able spirit: 

“To be deprived of sight and hearing is not so great a misfortune to 
those who are so afflicted as it may seem. A blind-deaf person can be just as 
happy as one who has his perfect sight and hearing, * * * No one can im- 
agine how happy I have been since 1 learned to sew. | can sit alone im the 
dark or light with my sewing and be as happy as any queen. [low many 
happy thoughts I have now when I am making something for a friend or for 
my sisters or mother, * * * When | can be among the flowers and trees 
Tam periectly happy. * * * There is always something which can 
amuse a blind-deaf person and add much to make his life like that of a 
person with sight,’—and imore in like cheery strain. 

The average attendance at the school is now about two hundred pupils. 
The whole number, since 1832, is about cighteen hindred. Until r&8o the 
head of the school was designated as the principal. Since that year. he ts 
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known as superintendent. The following official list shows several long 
periods of service there. 
PRINCIPALS. 


Dr. Joseph R. Bradway.... 18 3 Dr. Henry W. Milligan... 1865-68 
Ivev, [ties giGOle waa cent 1853- 4. Edward Collins Stone.... 1868-71 
4 George Ludington Weed.. 1871-75 
Louis Henrv Jenkins...... 1854- 6 William Henry DeMotte.. 1875-80 
Nolin Scotm@ ince sie =o 1856-65 


SUPERINTENDENTS, 
MO hiites Weer Get tee eee ee 1880 Elmer Warren Walker...... 1903 
ED (Cs a ferent Ves eee gee ee 190] 


No subordinate at this school may hope to reach its superintendency. 
Time has shown the usefulness of this limit to promotion. But from its 
teachers have been drawn chief officers for similar schools of other states. 


STATE NORMAL SCHOOL. 


The board of regents in May, 1866, chose a site at Whitewater for the 
second of the state normal schools, this, after having exacted from the vil- 
lage a bonus of twenty-five thousand dollars. Two members of the building 
committee were Newton M. Littlejohn and Samuel A. White, the first then 
a state senator and the other a regent. The school was opened and dedicated 
April 21, 1868, and enlarged in 1876, 1881 and 1897. The area of its ground 
is ten acres, rising eight hundred and seventy-six feet above sea level and 
sixty-six feet above the ground at the railway station. It has been planted 
with more than a hundred species and varieties of trees and shrubs, largely 
under direction of the late President Salisbury. “Thus Normal Hill, as seen 
from its foot and from afar, has become as fair to look upon as a vice-regal 
coultry seat. 

This institution, one of eight such parts of the system of public instruc- 
tion, has, like them, the full equipment of similar schools in other states. It 
employs twenty-six teachers including those in the training schools. Its 
valuable library has more than fifteen thousand volumes. Simce 1870 the 
schoo] has graduated one thousand six hundred and twenty pupils. of whom 
about ninety-seven per cent. have since done teachers’ work. 

The men whose influence upon their fellow citizens secured this school 
for their village builded no better than they knew, for they acted in the full 
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light of observation, experience, sound judgment, and true public spirit, and 
thus kept step in the march of American civilization. Greater benefit has thus 
come to Whitewater than the profits to retail dealers and boarding-house 
keepers. The whole county, too, and the adjacent towns in Jefferson and 
Rock have some appreciable share in this greater gain, as many a poor man 
and his child weil knows. 

The presidents of the school have been: Oliver Arey, 1868-77; Wilham 
F, Phelps, 1877-9: John William Stearns, 1879 to January, 1885; Theron B. 
Pray, January to June, 1885; Albert Salisbury, July, 1885, to his last sick- 
ness and death in Igfl. 

Mr. Arey died at Brooklyn, N. Y., December 13, 1907. Myr. Stearns 
passed to a chair in the State University, that of theory and art of teaching. 

Albert Salisbury was born at Lima, Rock county, January 24, 1843; 
died at Milwaukee June 2, 1911. His early life throws some hght on his 
later career. He was bred to farm: work; served in war time in a regiment 
that never rested: finished his college course at Milton in 1870; conducted 
teachers’ institutes from 1873; superintended and inspected schools in the 
Cotton states, for the American Missionary Association from 1882; and be- 
gan his presidency at Whitewater in 1885. All that he was by natural en- 
dowment and by aequisition, the total sum of which was enough to warrant 
at least a moderately high-aiming ambition, he gave wholly to the plain duty 
before him. lost of the graduates of Whitewater passed under lis master- 
ship and guidance, and to most of them those brief years were the most profit- 
bearing of their lives. He had much of that collateral knowledge which gives 
its own value to every man’s work, but he cared more to know a few things 
and understand them thoroughly and comprehensively. He could admire a 
superticially brilliant man without envying him. In or out of school, honest 
endeavor and modest worth were unlikely to eseape his notice and surely en- 
listed his sympathy. He took ground early, with tongue and pen, for free 
text books for township high schools, for free carriage of pupils to and from 
their district schools, for everything that in theory was desirable and by 
wisely considered and carefully conducted experiment had been shown else- 
where practical and beneficial. Tis feeling was deeply moved in behalf of 
children whom poverty deprives of their share in public instruction, and he 
talked often and well of the state’s duty to see that their right be not taken 
from them without their fault. To have known him as a friend was a goodly 
thing and is now a pleasant memory. To have known him as a teacher was 
great good fortune. He helped to make history for the county. [le has he- 
come rightly a part of the county's history. 
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MILITARY ACADEMY. 


A fourth institution, of great importance to American parents and sons, 
but not of Walworth’s creation or maintenance, is likely to come within a 
year or two. It is proposed to transfer the Northwestern Military Academy 
from Highland Park, Illinois, to the shore of Geneva lake, at the place long 
known as Kaye’s Park, in the town of Linn. The managers have secured the 
option of buying forty acres of land, having one thousand feet of lake front- 
age. This situation is very convenient for such instruction in naval exercises 
as is useful for soldiers; and, if found expedient, for a department of the 
more general naval instruction. The Legislature of 1911, by appropriate en- 
actment, authorized prohibition of the sale of intoxicant beverages within a 
circle of five miles radius, measured from this site as its center. 

The object of this institution is not only to train citizen-soldiers, but also 
to form Christian character and develop manliness; and to such ends the 
discipline and instruction are directed. Major R. Davidson, commandant, 
with his officers and one hundred or more of his pupils, came to this place on’ 
Memorial Sunday, 1911. He had invited attendance from all the neighbor- 
ing posts of the Grand Army of the Republic to take part in the program 
of prayer, band music, singing and speaking, and he gave these survivors of 
a half century the place of honor in the order of marching. Colonel Jerome 
A. Watrous, a soldier of two wars, and Major Davidson explained the gen- 
eral purpose of the school, and the cadets closed the day. at retreat call, with 
a few evolutions on the parade ground. All this will become familiar here 
for the needful work of building ts (in 1912) about to begin. 


CEA bt Picea ly. 
WALWORTH COUNTY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 


Within less than fifteen years aiter the end of the Pottawattomie occu- 
pation, a few men of mind and will and of some weight in the affairs of their 
towns, mainly farmers of the Troys and adjoining towns, combined to fori, 
or develop, a county agricultural society, and thence a yearly county fair. 
Most of these men lived long enough—and worked as long as they lived—to 
see the infant enterprise of 1850 move in orderly progress, without halt or 
backward step. to the foremost place among similar societies of the state. Of 
these men the names of Homer and Sevinour Brooks, Jacob and William Bur- 
git, Simon Buel Edwards and Emery Thayer, of East Troy; John Fearnley, 
Albon Mann Perry and Augustus Smith, of Troy; Sherman Morgan Rock- 
wood, Jesse Pike West and Stephen Gano West, Sr.. of Lafayette; Perry 
Green Harrington, of Sugar Creek. and Edward Elderkin, of Elkhorn, are 
preserved. No other record is found of work done previous to the fair and 
cattle show opened at East Troy October 16, i850. The day was showery, 
but the attendance was encouraging. The plowing matches were postponed 
to the 25th. Thirty-five first premiums, seventeen second premiums, and 
three third premiums were awarded. Of these, nineteen first premiums went 
to citizens of East Troy: Whalliam Bates, James Booker, Josiah F. Brooks 
(3). Homer Brooks (2), Jacob Burgit, S. Buel Edwards, Charles Hillard, 
Cephas Hurlburt. Mrs. John A. Larkin, S. McNair, Michael O'Regan, Joel 
Pond. Elijah Pound, Walter A. Taylor, Emery Thayer (2). To men of 
Troy, five first premiums: Hiram Brewster, William Luinb, John J. Olds, Paris 
Pettit, Augustus Smith. Other first premiums were awarded to Franklin 
Kelsey Phoenix, of Delavan; Charles W. Smedley, of Hudson; William 
Child. of Lafayette: James Lauderdale, of Lagrange. Mr. Phoenix displayed 
twenty-five varieties of apples and a noteworthy entry of garden stuff. 
Josiah F. Brooks sold two bulls, brought from New York, one at two hundred 
and ten dollars, the other at one hundred and fifty dollars. 

The officers of this fair were Augustus Smith, president, and Seymour 
Brooks, secretary. Before dispersing, the members chose officers and man- 
agers for the coming vear. In April. 1851, a meeting was held at Elkhorn, 
and the whole county was brought explicitly within range of the socicty’s 
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activities. A premium list was made, and the fair appointed at Elkhorn, 
October 14th and 15th. The society met in the evening of the 15th for 
adoption of a constitution and election of officers and three managers, all to 
act as an executive committee. Article eight, of the constitution, fixed the 
place of holding the fair at Elkhorn. But in 1853 it was held at Delavan. 
Article nine prescribed the first evening of each fair as the time for electing 
officers. In 18352 the number of managers became five. 

August 19. 1853, Samuel Pratt resigned as manager and Colonel Elder- 
kin was chosen in liis stead. Mr. Hollinshead moved, and it was ordered, to 
hold the fair at Delavan, September 23d and 24th. A committee of arrange- 
ments for this purpose was appointed, all of Delavan town and vilage: 
Aaron H. Taggart, Ira P. Larnard, Charles T. Smith, William Hollinshead, 
Jonathan Williams, Cyrus Brainard. David Williams was made marshal, 
with Dr. Norman L. Gaston and Nicholas M. Harrington as assistants. Sep- 
tember 23d, election of officers. Ordered that executive committee procure 
one or more competent persons to address the people on one of the fair days. 

September 27, 1855, the constitution was so amended as to require nine 
managers, besides the four principal officers. September 11, 1856, Hon. 
James R. Doolittle, of Racine, delivered the annual address. 

September 25, 1857, the members of the society met in accordance with 
article nine, of its constitution, and passed the following resolution: *“That 
the election of officers of this society be postponed till the first Wednesday in 
January, 1858, and at that time said election shal] be held in the court house 
at Elkhorn.” 

January 6, 1858, Treasurer Tlodges reported as the receipts of the tair 
of 1857 the suin ot eight hundred thirty-nine dollars and fifty-five cents. The 
amount on hand after paying premiums was two hundred and fifty-seven 
dollars. Land had been bought of Colonel Elderkm in 1855 for a permanent 
fair ground on a time contract running ten years, witl interest at ten per 
cent. his necting ordered payment of two hundred and fifty dollars on this 
contract. Colonel Elderkin was directed to go to Madison to collect for the 
society the state’s yearly appropriation of one hundred dollars in aid of 
county fairs, then amounting to two hundred dollars. If allowed and paid, 
the sum was to be apphed to payment for land. If not collected, he was to 
draw a suitable memorial, asking the Legislature for relief. Wyman 
Spooner, Horatio S. Winsor and Edward Flderkin were appointed to examine 
constitution and records to find if the society was so organized as to enable 
oto hold real estate, and they were direeted to report at the next meeting. 
Mr. flderkin, then one of the seeretaries, was ordered to buy a record book 
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and transcribe therein the constitution, by-laws, and the whole record of the 
society's proceedings. The acts of the annual meetings of the society and of 
its several executive committees for sixty years, as recorded, have not yet 
filled the book thus begun by Colonel Elderkin, though tt is not an unusually 
large one of its kind. Its contents hardly present more than a fairly traceable 
outline of the society’s history and rate of growth. 

This is in part explained by the fact that in this. as in many organiza- 
tions for other purposes, it has been found convenient to add many executive 
functions to the secretary's duty as a recorder of proceedings in session of 
society and committee. For many years following 1865 this so variously 
useful officer has seemed to persons outside of the management to combine 
in himself the executive, legislative and judicial power of the society. The 
later creation of minor superintendencies has not made the secretary's duties 
much less diversified. For many years the officers were paid little or nothing 
above their expenses. The secretary now receives $400, the treasurer $250, 
the president $100 (by act of the session of 1911), the superintendent of 
privileges $75, the marshal $40. Members of executive committee are paid 
for one day’s service, two dollars each. The working force, other than those 
just mentioned, at the last fair was 160 persons: Under the superintendent 
of the ground, 12; police, 2g: treasurer’s office, 18: secretary's office, 8; at 
gates and amphitheater, 23; in floral hall, 22; in speed department, 14: judges 
fOr premium awards, 34. Their total pay, $1,355.71. Since tle fair of 
190g there was paid to laborers and repairers employed in care of the ground, 
in the course of one year, $629.10: for permanent improvements, $773.57; 
for insurance, $233.75. The total receipt for 1910 was $19,147.73. of which 
sum $293.79 was the balance on hand from roo0g, and $2,200 was received 
froin the state treasury pursuant to provisions of statute in aid of county 
fairs. In January, 1911, the unpaid liabilities amounted to $65.62. These 
paid, and the state’s aid received (usually in February), the society sets out 
for the year with $3,404.40. The sim of trotting purses paid was $4,760; 
sum of premiums paid, $4,072.75. 

The fair of 1851 was held along Church street. south of the park, south- 
western part of the village. One or more fairs were held on the park. In 
1855 the society began to buy land for a permanent fair ground. ‘The place 
chosen was (aud is) well within the village limits. in one of the Elderkin 
additions, a few rods from the point at which the Spring Prairie road meets 
Court street. The certainty that the railway. then building from Racine to- 
ward Sunset. would reach Elkhorn within the next year had some effect on 
Colonel Elderkin’s mind as to the coming values of village real estate. though 
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he stopped a little short of extravagance in his valuation of the six acres sold 
to the society. He let it go at one hundred dollars per acre, giving ten years 
for payment, and accepting ten per cent interest. The society now owns and 
oceuples a fraction more than thirty-nine acres. About fiftv or sixty rods 
further northeastward the branch railway to Eagle, curving along the eastern 
side of the ground, crosses the highway at an acute angle. It seems the so- 
cietv's manifest destiny to aequire this triangular space—about six and one- 
half acres—within a few months or years. By two extensions southward the 
old village cemetery, having been vacated bv special statute, was added, giving 
a Court street frontage of twenty-two rods. .\ few groups of seeond-growth 





oaks and other trees give a parklike effeet to this part of the ground, and a 
few lawn seats make It at present an attractive resting place for tired visitors. 

During the four days of the fair the railway supplies special trains, and 
the attendance, gathering from distant counties of Wisconsin and Illinois, 
has been computed variously at from twenty thousand to thirty thousand. 
When the fair week falls in dry weather, as it usnally does, the dust-laden 
air along the several highways of the county, to one who has seen this sign 
of great armies in motion, is a reminder of the summer campaigns of the 
Civil war. For most of the morning hours the procession of vehicles headed 
for the white eitv inelines one to wonder if anybody stavs at home in this 
holiday week. | 

In 1879 Henry G. Tlollister, viee-president for the previous vear, was 
chosen president of the society, and. thereafter, with two exceptions, such 
order of snecession has been the usage. The vice-presidents thus declining 
or passed over were Benjamin T. Fowler in 1884 and Hirain S$. Bell in 1&4. 
Ebenezer Davidson has, sinee 1879, twice reached the presideney by way of 
the present order of promotion. 


VRIESIDENTS. 
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Until 1866 it was usual to elect two secretaries sometimes, assigning one 
to the duty of recording and the other to the division of correspondence. 
Aiter Mr. Carpenter—a young lawyer who lived a few months at Elkhorn— 
Mr. Latham served as corresponding secretary until 1866, when the two sec- 
retarvships were united in one officer. 
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Jolin F. and James E. Brett were respectively father and son, as were 
also Holhs and LeGrand Latham. 


Names marked with a * are of soldiers of the Civil war. 


Bi AEM Bale & EP 
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS——PUBLIC SCILOOLS. 


Clergymen and pious men with gift of tongue and not unused to leader- 
ship 1n prayer meeting were among the early settlers of Delavan, Lafavette, 
Spring Prairie and Walworth, and perhaps other towns, and were not long 
wanting in any town. It has been learned how Colonel Phoenix came by his 
military title. His religious activity was even then as manifest as his 
energy in founding a city. He prayed. exhorted and preached at Delavan 
and Spring Prairie and, not unlikely, at Elkhorn and other points. Mr. Dwin- 
nell was nearly as early and quite as zealous in this field of labor, though he, 
too, had his load of secular cares as farmer and town officer. TVheir fellow 
pioneers, though not all of them professors of religious faith, were not gen- 
erally unwilling to hear instruction and exhortation; and these preachers of 
good tidings for a time carried their messages through a nearly roadless 
country, crossed by many bridgeless streams, with the steadfast resolution 
and, if needful, high hardihood of the pioneer clergy everywhere and always. 

Churehes were not an immediate need. Men and women met for relig- 
lous conmmunion im many sinall assemblies at the larger cabins, and when 
school houses appeared these were made doubly useful. [fn pleasant weather 
nowhere distant nor Hable to be over- 





no finer temples than the oaken groves 
crowded—were needed for the larger gatherings. The short pioneer period, 
“the first low wash of waves where soon would roll a human sea,” was fol- 
lowed by immigration at such increasing rate that co-operative effort was made 
as available for church building as for more mundane enterprises. .\fter 1843 
the county board authorized the sheriffs to let the court house for Sunday use 
of infant religious societies at a nominal rental rate, which was later but little 
reduced by imposing only the cost of heating and sweeping. Not the church- 
less sects at the county seat only, but all within conventent riding or driving 
distance of the center stake nught avail themselves of this liberal disposition 
of the supervisors—tf such sects could agree upon a scheme of davs and 
hours for their several services. 

Baptist societies were formed at the villages of Delavan in 1839, Spring 
Prairie in 184, Mast Trovvand Alillard im bee exo Clee eta 
Delavan and Geneva in 1845.) From these were formed the Walworth Bap- 
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tuust Association in 1846, now the oldest of the county associations, which are 
constituents of the almost venerable Wisconsin Baptist convention, the first 
session of which latter body was held at East Troy in July, 1846. A session of 
the convention was also held at that place in 1856, and at Delavan in 1870, 
1883, 1891 and 1909. Increased population in the several towns soon enabled 
each local society to build itself a church, and these primitive mecting places 
were most ot them followed by a succession of better buildings, each showing 
some advance in the means, liberality, and architectural taste of its builders. 
In order of membership the Baptist churches in 1909 were Delavan, 391; 
Elkhorn, 189; Walworth, 135: Lake Geneva, 100; Millard, go; East Dela- 
van, 55; Darien, 37; Spring Prairie, 25. In order of value of church prop- 
erty ; Delavan, $35,000; Elkhorn, $21,500; Lake Geneva, $19,000; Walworth, 
$4,900; Millard, $4.500; East Delavan. $4,200: Darien, $3,100; Spring Prairie, 
$1,500. This denomination is the only one which has a county association. 

Of the several denominations now having society or parish organiza- 
tions within the county, the Baptist, Congregationalist, Methodist and Epis- 
copalian were earhest on the ground; and the first of these was and is numert- 
cally strongest. But Catholic missionaries had been long first in Wisconsin, 
and among these the Fathers LeJeune. Brebeuf, LeMercier, Vimont, Lale- 
mant, Raguneau, de Quens, and Dablon, in their now invaluable ‘Relations,” 
laid the foundations ot Wisconsin history. These and other patiently heroic 
men also laid the foundations of an archiepiscopal province and its three di- 
oceses. It 1s not unlikely that Fathers Marquette and .\llouez had crossed this 
county and had lingered by its lakes long before Bigfoot lorded it at Fontana. 

It is certain that the settlernents of 1836-7 were not long unnoticed nor 
neglected by the Episcopal bishop at Milwaukee, and the infant parishes at 
Delavan, Elkhorn. etc.. soon knew Rt. Rev. Jackson Wermper’s face and voice. 
Parishes were organized where and when practicable, and these have pros- 
pered steadily and, in total effect. mightily. There are now large and hand- 
some churches at Delavan, Elkhorn, Lake Geneva and Whitewater, and 
chapels or missions at other points. 

The Congregational church was planted early and has grown with the 
county. Its now most active societies are at Delavan, Kast Trov, Elkhorn, 
Geneva Junction, Lafayette, Lake Geneva and Whitewater. 

A tew Presbyterian societies were formed, but nearly all were soon ab- 
sorbed by its ancient rival, the Congregational church. The Presbyterian 
church at Lake Geneva had a Jong and generally prosperous life, but in 1&83 
its inembers voted for Congregational organization. 
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The Methodists, never far or long behind the founders of new communi- 
ties, sowed on fertile ground and now stand beneath a broadly sheltering tree. 
They have absorbed the allied sects, which a while flourished in Walworth as 
everywhere else in .America. Wesleyans struggled a few years for separate 
existence, and then yielded to the inevitable. The churches of this denomina- 
tion show the usual increase of wealth among its members, with incidental 
growth i architectural taste. 

English-speaking Catholics have been for more thar. three centuries ac- 
quainted with poverty as to their parishes, and too often with worse than 
poverty as to themselves; and none have shown forth better than they the 
sweet usefulness of adversity. [Tor several years Catholics of English and 
other tongues were so few and so dispersed that the county seemed over-long 
but a field for paintul nussion labor. ‘Theirs is the good that comes from 
waiting without resting, for time has been kind to them. They have emerged 
from the wilderness and one looking upon their churches at Delavan, East 
Troy, Elkhorn, Lake Geneva, Lyons and \Whitewater might feel moved to 
adapt the Davidian verse: “Pray ve tor the things that are for the peace of 
Jerusalem :,and abundance for them that love thee.” 

Seventh-day Baptists have long maintained themselves. as in a strong- 
hold, at Walworth. 

The Lutheran church is firmly fixed and its societies are well distributed 
through the county, at Darien, Kast Trav. Ekhorn (two). Lake Geneva 
(two), Lyons, Richmond, Sharon, Sugar Creek, Whitewater (two). 

The ideas or opinions of Universalism have been and are vet. perhaps. as 
widely held in this county as elsewhere, but its denominational activity has 
thus far shown fewer results than that of some numerically smaller religious 
divisions, Its adherents have sometimes made temporary alliance with Uni- 
tariamisin and other forms of liberal theology. Its few churches are not always 
open, nor does its printed teaching circulate among its readers as of old. 

Spiritualism, or “spiritisin,” as seoffers have named it. traveled as‘fast’as 
the inails of the time from its birthplace at the home of the Fox girls. not 
far from the depository of Joseph Smith's golden plates. Walworth was thus 
but few days behind Cattaraugus in receiving tidings from the unseen world 
ot the unstable but far from untruitful air. Intelligent and worthy men and 
women were not wanting among converts, and “mediuins” of various gifts 
of perception and power of mterpretation were at once developed. Believers 
met at household “seances” and met in general conventions, newspapers and 
hooks were read and studied, and at \Whitewater a temple was built. Its doc- 
trines and practices are not vet obsolete, though it has here less of the aspect 


of an organized sect. 
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At Joseph Smith's death a rag otf his mantle was wafted to Spring 
Prairie and lodged upon James Jesse Strang’s shoulders, thus to endue him 
with gifts of prophecy aud leadership. The city and temple of Voree rose, 
obedient to revelation, in 1845 and, obedient to counter revelation, was aban- 
doned in 1847 to rats and weasels, and the temple rafters were suffered to fall 
down on a cow. .\ few persons may have returned from Beaver Island in 
1856, but not to restore “the fair city of Voree.” .\ few followers of the 
younger Joseph Sith came from the desolation of Nauvoo, in 1845, to the 
vicinity of East Delavan, where they built a church of Latter-day Saints aud 
lived without offense to their neighbors. The society still exists, somewhat 
dwindled in number and with less regular service at their church. 

Mrs. Eddy’s doctrines have pervaded rather than divided the churches of 
the old Protestant orthodoxies. Her followers are not easily to be estimated as 
to their number. but their influence is manifest. They are diffused throngh- 
out the county and appear to be still increasing at some fair rate. Their prog- 
ress is more like the silently powerful natural forces than like the swiftly 
rushing whirlwind or the upheaving and rending earthquake. 


PEREBLIC SCHOOLS, 


The liberal policy of the federal government had set apart section six- 
teen of each township of the national domain as an aid to new states in the 
establishment of common schools: but, in earlier vears of the couuty a square 
mile of public land, at its best, was not a rich endowment. Some notion 
may be formed of its value to the school fund from a report in 1848 of a 
committee of the county board as to the condition of school, seminary and 
university lands within the county. Of section 25 (a seminary section) of 
Sugar Creek it was noted that the timber had been cut away unlawfully and 
that the value of the land was thus reduced by one-half. But this may have 
been the only instance of such spohation of the rights of children. 

Before the full organization of towns the schools received some attention 
of the county commissioners. Oue of their first duties was to set off school 
districts, referring boundaries to range, township and section lines. Private 
enterprise had taken the first practical steps, for American matrons and 
maidens could not and would uot suffer the voung children to lose more than 
one schoo! vear in the transit from a land of schools to the late home of the 
Pottawattomies. So, as volunteer teachers, they brought together their pupils 
by twos and threes and sometimes sixes at. some consenting neighbor's house 
and at once laid bases for the better order of things ahout to follow: wlule 
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men met, debated, resolved. amended, referred, reported, voted and atter 
much such like ado, acted. 

Judge Gale observed that however men differed on most things of town- 
ship concern, they were at one as to the instant need of schools. The com- 
missioners, in 1839, appointed town school inspectors: For Darien, Nicholas 
S. Comstock, Loren Kk. Jones, Amos Older, Lyman H. Seaver, Jacob Lee; for 
Delavan, Charles S. Bailey, Milo Kelsey, Alvin B. Parsons, Henry Phoenix, 
Salmon Thomas: for Elkhorn (old town), Jared B. Cornish, George Esterly, 
Volney. A. McCracken, Zerah Mead, Jeduthun Spooner; for Geneva, Charles 
M. Baker, Andrew Ferguson, Charles MM. Goodsell, Samuel Hall, Russell H. 
Mallory; for Spring Prairie, William Arms, Richard Chenery, Solomon A. 
Dwinnell, Ansel A. Hemenway, Jesse C. Mills: for Walworth, William Bell, 
Phipps W. Lake, James A. Maxwell, William Rumsey, H. Smith Young. 
Better men than these, taken all together, could hardly be named for such 
service in IQEI. 

A meeting of school comnussioners (or inspectors) and other citizens, 
was held at [:Ikhorn, December 1, 1842, at which George Gale, Moses Bartlett, 
Edward Elderkin, Solonion A, Dwinnell and Orra Martin were appointed to 
draft suitable resolutions and were directed to report at an adjourned meeting, 
which was to reassemble December 24th. Their work was duly subnutted and 
adopted : 

“Resolved, That nine-teuths of American youth lay the foundation of 
their education in common schools, and their after success depends on the 
prosperity of these institutions. 

“That a well organized system of common schools is indicative of an 
intelligent and enlightened community. 

“That Wisconsin should not be behind old states in the great cause of 
education. 

“That the following text-books are recommended: Reading, Leavitt's 
Easy Lessons; Porter's Rhetorical Reader; Goodrich’s First to Fourth Reader; 
spelling, Webster's Elementary Spelling; geography, Peter Parley’s and 
Olney's; grammar, Smith's, Nirkhanis; arithmetic, .\dams’s, new edition; 
composition, Parker’s Exercises. 

“That we recommend to teachers of common schools a more general 
introduction and teaching of lnelish composition.” 

It was further resolved to call a convention of the friends of education 
for the counties of Jefferson, Milwaukee, Racine, Rock and Walworth, to 
meet at East Troy, February 1, 1843, “to consider the best methods of ad- 
vancing the interests of common school education in the territory.” Gavlord 
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Graves presided at this convention, and Judge Gale, the secretary, says that 
the proceedings were spirited, and that among resolutions adopted was one 
recommending establishment “of a normal school for the education of teach- 
ers. The convention adjourned to Elkhorn, third Wednesday in Miay fol- 
lowing; but it never met again. It might seem that a few warmly interested 
men of somewhat telescopic vision were permitted to think and talk for their 
less imaginative but very practical neighbors, but not to act for them in such 
wise as to raise the tax rate. .\ugust 7, 1841, the return to the county com- 
missioners of delinquent tax was, for schools $150.45, for roads $193.63. 
Until 1865 each town chose its school superintendent. This system was 
found inefficient, variable in method and operation, and behind the spirit of 
the age. The county superintendency promised better things, but its advan- 
tages did not at once follow its creation; though enlightened men, in touch 
with the State Teachers’ .\ssociation and other widening and substance-giving 
influences, were chosen to lead order from chaos. Public opinion or sentiment 
on the subject of education is not formed by teachers alone. It has always 
been favorable, as an abstract proposition, to a system of state schools; but 
the advancing ideas of superintendents and teachers do not alwavs work in- 
at least, as to special new meas- 





stant conviction in the minds of taxpavers, 
ures proposed. These may seem in the nature of ddhbtful experiments, liable 
to carry with them new or higher taxation, and therefore requiring looking 
before leaping. The nearness of one of the normal schools has been, on the 
whole, of incidental advantage in moving forward the public mind to larger 
liberality of thought and action. .\ large percentage of the pupilage at the 
Whitewater institution has been resident within the county, and many of those 
graduated have taught at least a vear in home districts before finding other 
usefulness abroad. Thus, their parents and friends have been brought more 
or less into knowledge and not seldom into svmpathy with the views of leaders 
in the movement toward school improvement. Able officers of the State Uni- 
versity, the normal schools, the state superintendency, and the State Teach- 
ers’ Association have been heard as lecturers and have had their legitimate 
influence. The taxpayer of this century, now better informed and larger 
minded, is often found upholding a school systein unknown to his boyhood 
and which he had for a time distrusted and opposed. 

The fully organized high schools of four little cities and as many in- 
corporated villages have contributed to this evolution of better public senti- 
ment. The more forward or more fortunate youths of the district schools, 
passing to and through the neighboring high school, have fairly measured 
their own benefit received from this upward step and have seen more clearly 
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to what practical ends the higher education may tend. The county high 
schools are steady feeders of the stream of young life toward the university, 
the colleges and the technical schools; and names of young \Walworthians are 
found in every class list. So, in the slow march of years, the dream of the 
earlier educator is in course of fulfillment, and the system of public instruc- 
tion has become nearly one and indivisible. The direct and now plainly seen 
result is to make the children of many races in Wisconsin homogeneous and 
truly American. 


Cie Eine. yb 
ROADS AND ROAD-MAKING—RAILWAYS. 


The earhest of all roads were the Indian trails. Of these the most 1m- 
portant was that from Milwaukee to Galena, passing through the northern 
part of the county and having lateral branches from Whitewater to Fort 
Atkinson and elsewhere in the Bark River country. Mr. Cravath descrtbes. 
this as about fifteen inches wide and trodden in the spongier places to such 
depth as more to resemble a ditch than the “highway of a nation.” A trail 
from Geneva lake passed by way of Lafayette and East Troy to Mukwonago 
lake, and this became part of the ‘army trail,” used by federal troops in their 
marches between Fort Dearborn and the forts of the North and Northeast. 
Another trail from the foot of Geneva lake led to Godfrey's at the upper 
fork of the Fox, near Rochester, and thence to Racine, with a branch to 
Milwaukee. But these lateral trails varied more or less in their course, and 
were sometimes contusing to white travelers, so that fords were found 
with difficulty or missed wholly. Generally, the Indians found the most 
practicable routes from point to point, with short cuts and detours suited to 
conditions of weather and soil; but their roads, so cunningly surveyed, were 
not made with hands. Other trails led from lake to lake and from village or 
camp to hunting, fishing, and trapping places. Some of these routes, no doubt, 
gave partial direction to white men’s first roads. 

There was no distinct trail from Gardner's prairie to Turtle creek. Allen 
Perkins, returning in July, 1836, from his newly-made clann near Delavan, 
lost his wav and was found twenty-four hours later by Colonel Phoenix— 
more skilled in the eraft of woods and prairie—and guided to Gardner's. 
Thereupon the settlers turned out and dragged a tree over the whole route. 
so breaking down brush and weeds and scratching soft or loose earth as to 
make the way plain and nearly straight. The present highway from Dela- 
van to Elkhorn, and the more southerly of two roads thence to Spring Prairie, 
coincide nearly with the route taken by Colonel [hoenix. 

The territorial Legislature established a few routes from the lake shore 
to the valley of the Rock,—as, from Milwaukee and Kacine to Janesville and 
from Kenosha to Beloit; but these were in no wise king's highways for 
smooth and rapid transit. They became, in a way, trunk roads, for the 
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county's svstem of lighwavs. To define road districts and appoint viewers 
for roads ordered or authorized were among the earher duties of the first 
governing board, the county commissioners. With the soon-following or- 
ganization of the several towns their supervisors, under direction of the 
yearly town meetings, ordered the work of the plows and the shovels, stopping 
scrupulously at town lines. If this was not a good method, it was the only 
one practicable for more than sixty years. 

Twenty years after the coming of Gardner, Meacham, Payne and Phoenix, 
the ways in spring and fall, and in open winters, were 1n many if not in most 
places just as bad as patient men could endure—and patient men were in the 
majority. For instances, the crossings of Sugar Creek valley and that of 
Duck Lake marsh were just a little better than the adjacent bogs. Perhaps, 
taken together, the roads leading out of Elkhorn were the worst within the 
knowledge of men. The road to Delavan was bad. The two roads into Sugar 
Creek were worse. The road leading due eastward toward Spring Prairie 
(Colonel Phoenix’s trail) was worst. The town line roads northward and 
southward were pluperfectly worst. That which passes the fair ground into 
Lafavette and thence eastward was for two miles plusquamperfectly vile. and 
hence not to be described in fair terms. 

Much has been told and written of privations undergone and difficulties 
met and overcome by the pioneers. It may be doubted if they and their chil- 
dren and grandchildren have endured anything much worse than their own 
roads; for these were a long-lasting and for long a hopeless affliction to men 
and their unmurmuring beasts. The men of Elkhorn and adjoming towns 
were not wanting in enlightened public spirit. They, as other men, were ruled 
by the circumstances of their time, which, neither for Walworth nor for the 
next county in any direction, were then favorable to boulevard-making. 

There is gravel nearly everywhere in the county, but not everywhere of 
the fittest for road making. Some fortunate towns have it at the pathinaster’s 
convemence, wherever he may work, while for other towns it must be hauled 
at greatly multiphed cost. or, au interior compound of clay, sand and pebbles 
must be used. tor the past twenty years the more general tendency has been 
to use the better material. lor at least one-half of the vear the greater part 
of the roads are lifted well out of the mud, and the fair-ground is no longer 
fronted by a “hole of sorrow.” 

But the good that sometimes comes to such as can wait seventy-fve vears 
sees wow at hand. The county board of tort, at its November session, 
acting under a statute of that vear. elected as its first county board commuiis- 
sioner Herman J. Peters, of the town of Sharon (who is a son of the super- 
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visor for that town). The sum of nine thousand five hundred dollars was 
appropriated for the work of I912. This is the sum of fifteen appropriations 
made previously by as many towns, only Troy not in the list. The state 
levies a like sum, which when collected is returned to the county on conditions 
prescribed by statute. The towns retain the imitiative, and may each do its 
road-work by its own officers and citizens. The work done in any year is 
limited to fifteen per cent. of the county's road mileage. To receive statutory 
aid the towns must conform to the general plans of the state road commis- 
sion and admit the supervision of the county's officer. If this is done. the prin- 
cipal roads will become parts of a state system. In order to secure such a 
result. the adjoining counties interchange plans of each year's work to be 
done, so that road may meet road at the county lines. 

In brief, state and county roads will have nine-foot roadbeds, of best 
material locally available, well rolled, with enough margin for meeting and 
passing vehicles, and will be built 1nder competent direction. Cities and in- 
corporated villages must pay state and county road taxes, but road-making 
stops at their limits. Hence, these municipalities will have sich streets as 
they may care to make or mav choose to endure. 


RAILWAYS. 


The Legislature of New York in 1826 incorporated the Mohawk & 
Hudson Railway Company with a capital of three hundred thousand dollars. 
aud this might be increased to a half million. Its line was from Albany to 
Schenectady, fourteen miles, and the road was built in 1830-1. In 1830 the 
Canajoharie & Catskill and the Delaware & Hudson companies were incor- 
porated. About this time other companies were chartered, as, the Port Byron 
& Auburn, Hudson & Berkshire, Great Au Sable, Catskill & Ithaca, Salina & 
Port Watson, Canandaigua & Geneva, Ithaca & Owego railways. The 
counties in which lay these proposed lines supplied no small share of the first- 
comers to Walworth, many of whom may have been jolted over a few miles 
of strap-rail, at ten or twelve miles an hour, through forests and swamps pri- 
meval, in low-roofed compartment cars, behind locomotives of low horse- 
power, and at rates not fixed by statute. 

The lakes were a natural highway from Buffalo to the line of ports 
placed at the mouth of rivers and creeks from Green bay to Kenosha, cach 
one a new Tyre; but railways were needed, and at once, by which to reach 
the inland and river counties, to distribute throughout the Wisconsin paradise 
a part of the rising tide of immigration. The settlements of Walworth were 
scant fifteen years old when the: fast-following railway builders had reached 
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Chicago by two lines through Michigan and Indiana, and were looking at 
farther Iowa as their own. 

Men of Milwaukee were neither blind nor idle. In 1847 a railway to 
Waukesha was projected and in four vears it was built thus far. Money was 
needed to carry this line across to the Mississippi. A change in its charter 
gave it a definite western terminus at Prairie du Chien, and in 1856 the first 
train ran across the narrower part of the state. The road was new-named 
Milwaukee & Mississippi. It reached Whitewater in 1852 and in the same 
year was built to Milton. This was nearly as soon as Chicago was reached 
from Detroit and Toledo, and but thirteen years after Dr. Tripp had built 
his mill. This road enters the town at section 1, turns southwesterly at the 
city, and leaves by section 18. 

Racine, too, had golden visions of trade diverted from the big villages of 
Chicago and Milwaukee to the rising city with “the finest harbor along the 
lake.” In 1852 her railway investors procured a charter for the Racine, Janes- 
ville & Mississippi Railway. Her own capital was insufficient, and the coun- 
tices and towns along the proposed line were urged to issne bonds and their 
citizens to subscribe to stock. The western terminus was not fixed definitely. 
Partly, perhaps, because 1f built wholly in Wisconsin the line would be rather 
too near the Milwaukee road's way, but probably more to secure a desirable 
connection with Lowan lines south of Dubuque, the course was diverted from 
Janesville to Beloit and thence through Freeport to Savannah. As at first 
surveyed through this county the track would have been nearly straight from 
Lyons to Delavan. leaving Elkhorn a mule or more northward. There was no 
excess of cash capital at Elkhorn, but there were poor men whose minds were 
filled with dreams of nothing less than a triple-junction of long-line railways, 
and from such a inaze of frogs and switches and side-tracks and Y's it mutst 
follow as surely as the working of the law of gravitation that trade must 
leave Chicago and all other fictitious, accidental and temporary trade centers 
and huddle itsell about the court house square. One railway was building 
up Whitewater like an exhalation. What three railways would do for [Ik- 
horn only assessors and census enumerators could tell—after the wondertul 
doing. It was easy enough for V¢lderkin, Preston, Smith, Spooner, Utter, 
Winsor, and all the talkers of a county-seat to persuade their hopeful fellow 
citizens that private money and village bonds could not be invested in other 
way with such certainty of quick and vearly mereasing profit. Elkhorn raised 
twenty thousand dollars and Delavan twenty-five thousand dollars, and early 
in r&so the track was extended from Burlington to Delavan, with stations 
also at Lyonsdale and Springfield. In the fall the work was carried through 
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Darien and Allen Grove to Clinton, where the Chicago & Northwestern road, 
passing through Sharon village, crossed on its way to Janesville. The next 
year the work was pushed about two stations beyond Beloit—Brockton and 
Shirland. The business panic of that year checked railway building, though 
in 1859 this road reached Freeport and halted there until a change of owner- 
ship, with change of name to Western Union, extended it to Savannah, and 
later to Rock Island. 

In 1869 the great Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul consolidation, which 
already included the Western Union line, built its straight line from Chicago 
to Milwaukee, making a new crossing at Western Union Junction, now nained 
Corliss. In 1869-70 seventeen miles of track, from Eagle to Elkhorn, 
through the towns of Trov and Lafayette, with three intermediate stations, 
connected the Milwaukee & Prairie du Chien division with the Racine & South- 
western division. There were men along this line who imagined that passen- 
gers between Milwaukee and Rock Island would be brought by way of this 
new track. But the company’s policy was not so much to rearrange travel- 
routes or to build up new cities of Walworth as to make it unlikely that some 
other company would full the old dream of a road from Milwaukee through 
East Troy to Beloit. As a small part of a great railway system this branch 1s 
not profitless, and it is of much convenience to local travelers and shippers. 
Neither citizens nor towns were asked to aid this bit of railway-building. 

In 1853 men of Whitewater, Elkhorn and Geneva obtained a charter 
as the Wisconsin Central Railway Company. Beginning at Genoa and run- 
ning ciagonally through the county much curved from Geneva toward Elkhorn, 
and onward m a nearly straight line to Whitewater, and thence through Jct- 
ferson, Columbus and Portage, the builders would be providentially guided 
to a suitable terminus at Lake Superior. Irom Genoa to Chicago its trains 
would use the Galena & Chicago Union tracks. Millard and Heart Prairie 
lay on this crow-flight across the county. By 1857 the line was nearly de- 
termined through Stevens Point to the mouth of Montreal river. The first 
president of the company was Legrand Rockwell, and the last one was Rufus 
Cheney, Jr. From first to last Edwin Hodges was secretary and treasurer, 
Frederick J. Starin its chief engincer, and Winsor & Smith its attorneys. It 
is not now easy to find director lists or naines of stockholders, but Charles M. 
3aker, of Geneva, George Bulkley and Otis Preston, of Llkhorn, [leazar 
Wakeley, of Whitewater, and perhaps John .\. Pierce, of Millard, were among 
the leaders. [but for the day of reckoning, for business men of .\merica, late 
in 18357, this road might have been built. Much grading was done almost 
continuously from Genoa to Whitewater, and at points beyond. The towns 
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along the line had been authorized by statute to give their bonds in aid, and 
most of them had done so, in amounts up to the statutory limit, which varied 
between fifteen thousand and forty thousand dollars. They who could not 
or would not subscribe to stock could easily enough vote for issuance of vil- 
lage or town bonds. As Mr. Simmons tells for Lake Geneva: “This was 
considered a glorious opportunity to get something for nothing, as we should 
secure the road, while the bonds would pay for the stock—and the stock in 
turn would pay the bonds,—and the dividends would pay the interest.” Mr. 
Cravath savs that Messrs. Chenev and Wakeley “were very successful in ob- 
taining subscriptions, most of the inhabitants (at Whitewater) taking from 





one to five shares.” At Elkhorn whoso owned his home lot and one quarter- 
acre lot besides was already well on the road to wealth not earned with hands. 
In all this there was nothing peculiar to the men of Walworth. The Legisla- 
ture of Wisconsin, like the legislatures of other states, had been chartering 
possible and improbable railways since 1850. The air was everywhere filled 
with talk of prosperitv-bringing railways and of first-class cities springing 
up ina day and a might. An instance of great things unforetold: where was a 
cornfield in 1855 was Clinton, lowa, in 1856, with more than a thousand in- 
habitants, and other thousands looked for hy every train and river steamer. 

iXenosha is but ten miles from Racine and, in seventeen vears of strife 
as to which should be greatest, had fallen somewhat behind. In that period 
of railway chartering, namely, in 1853, it did not seem impossible. at Kenosha, 
to reverse their places in order of population and business, nor even to rival 
Milwaukee. .\ charter was easily procured for a railway through Geneva and 
Sharon to Beloit, and also an enabling act by which each town so traversed 
night vote for an issue of bonds. Before the towns had voted. a change of 
route directed the line to Rockford by way of Genoa, with a design to reach 
Rock Island and divide the trade of Towa with Chicago. It was a Napoleonic 
conception with a Waterloo outcome. The Chicago & Northwestern Company 
gave Kenosha a line to Rockford and thence not as Kenosha willed but as the 
company found most to its own advantage. The little city now prospers at a 
healthy rate, fron: its natural advantages. 

Milwaukeeats, too, saw in mind’s eve a highway across Walworth fields 
to Beloit, thus to connect their city with the trade of middle and farther Towa. 
This line was to come into the county from Mukwonago and pass through 
Ikast Trov, Troy, Lafavette and [cIkkhorn. to Delavan and thence its trains 
would use the Racine road's tracks to Beloit. THoratio Till, president, and 
most of the directorate were of Alilwaukee. .\mong the local incorporators 
were Alanson H. Barnes, vice-president, Alender O. Babcock, secretary and 
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treasurer, Ishas Hibbard, Levi Lee, Joseph D. Monell, John A. Perry, Sewall 
Smith, and Christopher Wiswell. 

In 1857 the grading was well under way and there was every fair sign 
that trains would run over the whole route within another year but for that 
all-arresting monetary panic from which business had not yet recovered 
When civil war began. 

The collapse of all these plans of railway-building bore heavily on the 
whole community, but upon none more than upon men who had too liberally 
mortgaged farms and homes to pay subseriptions at the sales of stocks. The 
towns could stagger along for a few years under their several loads of bonded 
indebtedness. Both towns and farmers presently found that they had not to 
settle with the bankrupted railway companies, but with men to whom panic 
periods were their own peculiar harvest times; for there are few calamities 
in human attairs so widespread and complete that a fortunate few, if so 
minded, may not turn to their profit while the many “weep and bleed and 
groan. So much like swindling it seemed, to men of the less complex civiliza- 
tion of country life, to be held for the face value, or even a large-profit com- 
pronuse value, of bonds which had cost the latest holders nearly nothing, that 
something of the spirit of Bunker Hill was aroused. In April, 1860, a suc- 
cessor to the late Chief Justice Whiton was to be chosen, and an issue was 
made, in several counties, on the validity of these farm mortgages. The 
decisions of lower courts were often unpopular (though Judge Noggle, of 
the first circuit, decided in 1859 against the bond holders), and the partly self- 
victimized farmers and their friends looked to the supreme court for relief. 
A. Seott Sloan, of Beaver Dan, in a temporarily famous letter to lis brother, 
Ithamar C. Sloan, of Janesville, seemed to take an equitable view of the ques- 
tion. The letter was published in his interest, and it gained for him a large 
majority of the vote of Walworth and of a few counties in similar plight. lor- 
tunately for the permanent credit of the state, Judge Dixon—already on the 
bench by appointment—was elected, and the sober second thought of Wal- 
worth helped to keep him in place until his resignation in 1874. The vear 1861 
brought the new burdens of war to divide men’s attention. 

The whole story of the Wisconsin Central Railway is not yet told. Late 
in 1856 nine miles of strap-rail, outworn in service of the Galena & Chicago 
Union Railway, was laid fron: Genoa to a point near Geneva village and trains 
ran to and from Elgin. Thus the mnueh desired connection was made with 
Chicago. The next vear the citizens of Geneva made an effort, and brought 
tracks and trains into the village. The depression of business, every- 
where continuing until hope could seareely create from its own wreck new 
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hope and this with the wear and tear of the make-shift rail-laying, operated 
fo take away the locuniotive and to pnt on a horse or anule team, aide cen 
this reduction of power was again reduced, accidentally, by one-half, 

The Chicago & Northwestern railway, in 1856, laid about four miles of 
its track across a corner of the town of Sharon, making a station at the vil- 
lage, and pushed onward to Janesville. The next vear it was binlt to Fond 
duo Lac and probably farther. As far as now known the company asked 
nothing and received nothing from Sharon but its right of way across that 
fortunate town. Jfteen years later it came into Bloomfield and Geneva by 
arrangement with a local company. In 1871 a few citizens of Geneva and 
its vicinity, among whom were Charlies NY. Baker, Robert H. Baker, [ann VV. 
3ovd, W. Densmore Chapin, Lewis Curtis, John Haskins, Thomas \W. Hill, 
Erasmus D. Richardson, and Timothy Clark Smith, procured a charter for 
the State Line and Union Railway Company, to be bimlt from: Genoa to 
Columbus and thence to some point, not named, in the Kingdom of Ponemah. 
President Baker made a contract with the Chicago & Northwestern company 
to build and operate the road from Genoa Junction to Lake Geneva. In 1887 
this road was extended to Wilhams Bay, six miles from the city, and ninety- 
two iiles from Chicago, and is now a part of a ereat svstein of contiected 
rauilwavs owning or operating ten thousand nules of tracks. 

From time to tine, after the Civil war, a faint hope was revived in the 
nunds of men by rumors of new corporate combinations which would or 
might find it expedient to lay tracks from Lake Geneva to Whitewater and 
obliquely onward tasvard the arctie circle; Getween 1557 and Tostae ee 
cago, Portage & lake Superior Railway Company acquired some more or less 
disputed title to the right of way, cuts and dumps of the dead Wisconsin Cen- 
tral company. and the brighter day for all here concerned seemed about to 
break in sun-lghted splendor. But a transter of a mithon dollars in paid stock 
of the new company to the Chicago, Minneapolis & Omaha company, whose 
interest, 1t seemed, was not to build this piece of road, soon dissipated that 
short-lived dream. 

At the legislative session of 1882 a bill to bestow a grant of public land 
Hpon the last named company was considered and passed. Donald Stewart, 
an assemblyman for Walworth, moved an amendment requiring the company 
to pay certain old claims held by citizens of the county against the old com- 
pany. The amendment failed of passage, but Mr. Stewart signalized huim- 
self by a speech that commanded hearing, though it had no further effect at 
Madison. lis opponents spoke in such high terms of this speech that his 
constituents were nearly persuaded that in the combative farmer of Sugar 
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Creek the county had found its ablest and stoutest representative, past, present, 
or likely soon to come, of its interests. He served another term, and then 
his district forgot him and his great speech. 

William Rk. Chadseyv, one of the old Central company’s building con- 
tractors, had some real or shadowy rights in its forlorn road-bed, and these 
were more or less complicated by suits and cross-suits in the federal court at 
Milwaukee. Having himself outlasted whatever commercial credit he might 
once have had, he urged the attention of a few capitalists at New York to a 
railway map of Wisconsin. Thus they might see readily that time had but 
confirmed the wisdom of the first projectors in their choice of a way from 
Chicago to anywhere in the farther Northwest. Long lines had since been 
built on each side, leaving a rail-less belt of rich and highly improved farnis, 
each with its enormous barn, wind-mill, and other evidences of wisely-directed 
and well-rewarded industry, and dotted with villages waiting but the railway- 
builder's touch to make them each a forever-flourishing citv. Gen. William 
S. Rosecrans was called ta their councils and was commissioned to come with 
Mr. Chadsey and see for them what had been done, what must be done, and 
to judge of the likelihood that enough local business could be assured to 
warrant the outlay. The two men went over the line from Lake Geneva to 
Portage, in July, 1883, and on reaching Whitewater found there a federal 
marshals deputy awaiting them with papers, enjoining them to perform no 
act denoting possession of any part of the old line. Whatever General Rose- 
crans reported, it has nat since appeared that the men at New York cared to 
Invest in an endlessly complicated suit in the federal court. 

In 1886 a new Wisconsin Central railway was built from Chicago, cross- 
ing the older lines from Wenosha and Racine at Fox River and Burlington, 
respectively, and entering \Walworth county at Honey Creek. making a station 
at Lake Beulah, and passing through Waukesha county into the indefinite 
northwest. Jt is now known as the Chicago division of the Minneapolis, Saint 
Paul & Sault Sainte Marie railway system, controlling about four thousand 
mules of track. 

In rgo1 the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul company built its Chicago, 
Janesville and Afadison division, crossing the towns of Linn and Walworth 
ane a corner each of Sharan and Darien. Its stations within the county are 
Zenda (in Linn). Walworth village, and Bardwell, at first named Tioga, in 
Darien. 

Two short but very useful electric lines at present complete the railway 
list of the county: from Harvard to Walworth village and Fontana in 1X9g9 
and from Milwaukee by way of Mukwonago to East Trov village in ryo8. Men 
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were securing rights of way in 1911 for an electric line trom Lake Geneva to 
Whitewater along the grades of the old Wisconsin Central company. Though 
this action does not assure an early coustruction,it has raised, in the minds of 


men, some renewal of old hope. 


CRATER NIE. 
COUNTY IIISTORICAL SOCLETY—OLD SETTLERS’ SOCIETY. 


The county board, January 8, 1846, adopted a resolution directing Sheriff 
Bell “to lease without rent the middle othce on the east side of the hall in the 
court house for the use of an historical society whenever said society shall be 
tormed in the county and shall desire the use of the same for a library and 
cabinet. Said lease to be completed and ended whenever the board of super- 
visors shall so order, and said society is prohibited from keeping a fire and 
lights in said room without the special consent of the sheriff.” It is not prob- 
able that the board thus acted on jts own initiative. but quite likely that 
Messrs. Dwinnell and Gale had prepared its way. Fifty-three citizens siened 
a call tor a meeting, to be held .\pril 2d, to organize such a society, but that 
date had been fixed for a school convention at Elkhorn, and the matter was 
neglected and forgotten. 

A small county, its towns settled nearly simultaneously and having be- 
tween them no physical or other barrier: most of its permanent citizens known 
each to each in the transaction of public and private business, and not a few 
of them affected by ties of blood and marriage: the pioneer period only thirty 
years behind and vividly remembered—such a county is the natural home of 
an old settlers’ society. So thought the men who met at the Farmers’ Hotel, 
in the homelike village of Darien, Mareh 30, 1869, organized a new county 
institution, and gave the old and the young of Walworth another yearly holi- 
day. .\ constitution was adopted: a president. seventeen vice-presidents, a 
recording secretary. a corresponding seeretary, a treasurer, and five executive 
committeemen were chosen; a day was fixed, October 5, 1869. for the first 
yearly assemblage, on the fair ground at lelkhorn: and this constituent assem: 
bly then adjourned. 

At the October mecting, the second Wednesday in June was appointed 
for the county reunions: but. since 1875. these meetines have been held on 
other June days and on other week days The sixth and seventh meetings 
were held at Lake Geneva, the ninth and tenth at Delavan, the eleventh and 
twelfth at Whitewater. Tl the other meetings were held at the fair ground, 
Elkhorn. 

(ae) 
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It was resolved June 18, 1879, to take measures to procure the compila- 
tion and publication of a short, authentic history of the county with some 
accounts of the lives and characters of no longer living pioneers; to urge the 
co-operation of living pioneers and their ehildren in the work of collecting 
data; to appoint a historical committee to receive the gathered information 
and to determine how much of it should be printed—the rest to be preserved 
with the records of the society,—and to authorize the committee to choose a 
suitable person as editor, who should prepare the selected matter for the 
printer. .\ll expense incurred was to be paid from the society's fund and 
from proceeds of sales of the finished work. A special meeting was held at 
the court house, September 2, 1879, at which James Simmons, Stephen G. 
West and Rev. Joseph Collie were chosen as the historical committee, and a 
large sub-committee of one or more men of each town was appointed for the 
work of collecting data. The Western Historical Company (publishers). of 
Chicago, became aware of the society’s purpose, and arranged with the com- 
mittee to take from Alr. Simmons the information—which must have been 
already accumulated, to finish the compilation, to canvass the 








considerable 
county, and to deliver the completed work to subseribers. The book was as 
nearly fanltless in plan and execution, editorial and mechanical, as most 
county histories of thirty vears ago. Many of its minor errors nught have 
been corrected had proofs been sent to Mr. Simmons for revision. The his- 
tory of each town closed with biographical sketches of notable citizens, nine 
hundred and ten in all. The compiler, \Wilham G. Cutler, of Milwaukee, was 
at almost infinite pains to secure full and accurate information. (His father. 
General Lysander Cutler, was one of the commanders of the Iron Brigade— 
inen Of Wisconsin, Indiana and Michigan—the fame of which should be 
deathless.) The book was published in 1882. 

The presidents of the society have been men whose names appear once 
or oftener in the official lists of the county and its towns, and hence most 
readers will readily assign each to his home : 


Daniel Salts eos Mareh, 18609 ChanttSsk seq eee eee 1879 
Ie Grand Rockwell--October, 18& oteplicn (aie: ests ere 1880 
Charles imion Bakers2 221870. 71 SCV IMOUT a OOk6 a= == sane 188) 
Derma G rece aiginete nese 1872 Chester Deming (one) 22. = 1882 
Joho Woilhany Bovdeere73 74. 75 Cys Gel eee eo 1883 
Gcoree G@tion 2 2a 1876 ACh B tiisetiont=-2 ene. - 1884 
Phirani. Vohiey ni. on =e 1877 jvhiseileaeaeat-e ee i885 
Otis Preston eee 178 Wilham Densmore Chapin, 1886, °93 
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Carlos Lavallette Douglass--- 1887 
IDanicIMbGeK Cs sese ot). foe (888 
Simonetsuel diets 28. 1889 
onc Ompniany Porters. __ 1890 
Washington S. Keats___-1891, 1909 
femiieer ae NTiCCS. fees. 2 1892 
George Washington \Wylie_-- 1894 
ENA MOrteleeee 4-2. 2-554 55 1895 
Liles otiN@NS 2a. - a 1896 
Mortimer Treat Park__.---- 1897 
Hillam Pitt Meachani__-_-- 1898 


EOISOl \\V0St 2.2 ee 1899 
IDewielit Sidney allen eee 1900, “05 
Gili ero oe i -lcl liste, == 19OI 
Daren. Cloieh 2 see 1902 
MOO iits \loreans ase 1903 
Rerivlemoiitis.22-- 2. oeee 1904 
Wilham .\llen Knilans.__-__ 1906 
Alexander Hamilton Allyn__- 1907 
yamese Se Neck oof Linn ) 22enaioas 
maaiands € Vitis) Oniurch. 22 [glo 
Mealter 1 ahcock-._-.22 22 IOI 


The corresponding secretary trom 1869 to 1881 was Kdward Elderkin, 


except in 1872, when Peter Golder was chosen. 


Were: 
(anes Simons —..—— 1869 to 1881 
et oe ena kek 1882 


Fred Willard Isham__1883 to 1889 
as Forrest Evon, 1890 to 18904, 01 
Stephen R. Edgerton-__1895, 1896 
Henry Henderson Tubbs. 1897 ‘98 
Wallace Hartwell _.____._-_ 1899 
CGH ee AA ace to oS A 1900 


Vhe recording secretaries 


Wilbur George \Weeks__19g02, 1903 
Francis Tlavilah Eames, 1go4, 1905 
John Henry Snyder, Jr.. 1906, 1907 


RGM) sl Carter 5222s 1908 
George Olnev Nellogg_____- 1QOQ 
oh dima onniiarl. sees {910 
(iiesmelverrvon btette..2 2s IOI] 


Albert C. Beckwith was chosen in 1894, but could not serve, and thus 
Mr. ILyon added another year to his official usefulness. 
The duties of treasurer have been well discharged by: 


Polis tathayies 2-22 1869 to 1884 
Charles \Wales ..-_~- 1885 to 1896 
Wallace Hartwell, 1897, 1898, 1900 
ee “rand Wathamicc..-...- 18og 


pedis tlcrd bshiaiio se 2 IQO! 
Charles Diinlap 22. 1g02 to 1908 
Marley Cornelius Norris._- 1909-11 


These yearly meetings, in the best of all the months, made opportunities 


fora few hours of reunion of such of the pioneer families as had been neigh- 
bors and friends in their eastern homes, but had long been separated by nearly 
the county's width. There was for several years yct so much of the pioneer 
ways among them that it was not unusual to bring with them old-fashioned 
picnic baskets, well filled with the richness of this favored land, and the fatr- 
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ground buildings gave shelter when needed. Fortunate was the villager ot 
Elkhorn, who, straying among the several groups, found at lunch time old 
or new friends from the county corners. For that once in the twelve-month 
such hungry, water-mouthed wight might do as “Governor Hartran-utt.” 
who, it was told, “h'isted food at the Eisteddfod and stuffed, and stuffed. 
and stuffed.” It was a custom. for a few of these earlier years, of good Elk- 
horners to supply the lunchers with enough coffee, sugar and cream for the 
day's need. ‘Vhe pioneers are gone, and a fourfold cord no longer binds the 
society, but a threefold cord is still strong enough to hold together their sue- 
cessors. The year's business is generally dispatched with httle debate and 
less dissenting vote. Domestic and imported speakers fling about their spells 
of woven words and waving arms, thus to bind indulgently consenting hearers 
to their hard seats and wearving standing places, alternating with band play- 
ers and double-quartette singers. Governors, congressinen and eminent 
thunderers at the bar of greater county seats have aforetune come this way 
in much desired June, and may come in long aftertime to lend the day cach 
his “small peculiar.” and to see old Walworth in one of its non-sectarian, 
non-partisan, uncommercial, unscheming aspects. 

The Walworth County Ilistorical Society was incorporated August 29, 
hjo4, by ten members of the Old Settlers’ Society. It was not attempted. as 
in other years, to arouse the indifferent, nor to assemble unknown friends of 
such a movement. Alr. Page said to a friend, “Let us act at once.” ight 
more friends were ready for instant aetion, and the dream or hope of 1846 
became a reality. Nine of these movers were named in the first otfeer list, 
whieh is vet unchanged (exeept as to treasurer) by election, resignation, re- 
moval, or death; and the tenth Nes ina soldier's grave. In its first report, in 
September, 1904, to the State [listorical Society of Wisconsin, to whieh: the 
county society is auxiliary, was shown a list of twenty members. Pursuant to 
provisions of chapter O50, statutes of 1g07, a room in the basement of the 
county court building, well warmed and lighted and accessible, was in that 
year placed at the society's service for storage of its bulkier collections. 
About two hundred feet of shelving ts crowded with its variously valuable 
printed matter, Tfow this soctety sees the task tt lias undertaken may be 
judged, perhaps, from the following extract from its report for 1go6: 

“This body is made up of intelligent members, who are therefore ca- 
pable of doing some useful work, and who, by the fact of their membership, 
may be presnmed to be willing so to contribute to the society's objects. To 
And and take some working part. great or small is to assure and iicrease 
each one’s permanent interest mo the mstiuation we have founded. We have 
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taken the first step. which costs; and movement forward at some tair rate, 
and continuously, is but a just expectation. Neither one nor a hundred willing 
minds and hands can do all that has been too long left undone: but we can 
gather no inconsiderable fraction of the records and memories of the past 
and the passing, and can move onward with the ceaselessly conning. 

“\ great collection of books, pamphlets, circulars, maps, charts, diagrams, 
pictures, autograph letters. and relics of real iterest 1s very desirable: but 
such matter will accumulate with comparatively little effort. The most im- 
portant division of our work—one that may yet give some distinction to our 
socicty—is what each member or his friends may contribute: Manuseript 
accounts of early arriving families; of the earlier social life; of long-gone 
relatives and esteemed friends; of pioneer road-making; of abandoned Ingh- 
ways; of the growth of villages: of church building; of earlier schools; ot 
business development, and changes therein: of the decay of certain industries 
and the causes thereof; of crops greatly above or below the average: of 
changes in the county Jandseape arising from) known causes; of earlier 
caucuses, conventions, and public ineetings: of various phases of public 
opinion: of early mail communication; of wayside taverns: of stage routes: 
of past generations—how they lived, how employed and amused theniselves ; 
where men and families came from, and whither they went for greener 
graves: of epidemic diseases and other notable calamities; of the personal 
appearance and distinctive qualities of men in public service, and similarly of 
lawyers, physicians, and clergymen; of personal service in war: of local geo- 
graphical names now disused or-not found on maps—in short, of things the 
like of which we miss in the merger details of the histories of our ancestral 
Eastern towns, and which will be valuable in many ways to comimg genera- 
tions, since they will show how men, women and children of the nineteenth 
and first decade of the twentieth centuries lived, thought and acted.” 


SIEM BEI Liste 


ii eee ioe Jafavette, rlkhorl..2222- :-- ee — ee 1Qo4 
Peck eee bert Clayton, IKhOnite sg meee - = -- ----5-5--4-+~ 1WO4 
Beet emetic) Seyinour (<led) 2 eikmome ..-..-.-.----.------ [Qo 
Pa imebeny time jepithiah, (noatinicion=-=..-.2..----~- a2 >-) TG 
Drader died! ), Telkhorni.. 2222220. a eee ~~ 1908 
eee ewllvamy Slallory, salt takesCits Sere —.--.---=- = <n- TUS 
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Child, Willian Latayettes=. aa 55 02 = eee ee 1906 
Cook, Daniel Seymour, Whitewater__-----------.--------------- Igll 
Derthick, Edna Lorene, Elkhori_--_-2----------=+-_-___._--_-== 1904 
*Douglass, Carlos Stewart, lontana____------------~------------ IQIO 
ames, Francis [iailaltee Eikionieoste eee ==. 2 e222 see 1904 
Fellows, Meodore, eeicicd:) oC ethoce incon ==2---2-_- ae IQ1O 
Flanders, Joseph Taylor (died), Lyons-------------------------- 1909 
Frater, George William, Elkhorn_------------------------------ 1907 
Goff, Sidney Clayton, Elkhorn_-------------------------------- 1908 
Harrington, Grant Dean, Elkhorn__-~--------------------------- IQIO 
#1 sham; Fred Wallan oF khormies=s 220222222 22-2 eee 1904 
iekbam, Ruth Eliza (Wales). Elkhorn 22225" 232 eee 1904 
Kellogg, George Olney, Elkhorn_.----------------------------- 1905 
*iecnne: Dr, Baward, ElkhOtn 2 252 2]o-- == = ea ss eee 1904 
learmard,, liray cP arte lay ai eee IQUI 
Lean: Frank “Willan bacrnee2 222 oe eae eee 1905 
Tyo lay alorrest,, E)khiom 222-4 - == Sa ee 1904 
Bteachani, wvilhan it (died), [vove 32222 2222S eae Igil 
Morecan, (heron, Ritus (dred). Wellioniesee =. ——— = eee 1905 
Morrison. Sniith Baker. Rikhor=222 2. eee eee 1906 
Pace, jaw Wright 1ikhori- 2 ee 1904 
Rockwell, We Graiid. Elk hori]= Saar oe eee ee 1go6 
Skitte Benjani callin, [ENS Wea Se aie ee 1904 
Shift. Iris Emeline q Stowe) Elkhoris2 22222-2252 eee 1904 
Snyder, Clifford Mrancicn: W ich=2 2222-2) 2) eee 1906 
Ponvder, Ohi emia sie ISMOUie 2 oe = ee 1go4 
Spracne. ward gloimavey. lkhom2 22-2 2225 es ee ee 1904 
Thomas. Watherines wentworth, Mikhom=.-=222 == eee 1904 
*Wiales: Chiarics,fa aishally NCW 9 Ors __- = __ 0 eee eee 1904 
‘West. \Walter owom, MIKNOMi=..-2 2 oo 1904 


Mr. Morgan died September 28, 1905; 16. S. Beckwith, Atay 28. 1909; 
Henry Bradley, August 17. 1goy; Captain Fellows died Irebruary 10, 1912; 
Mr. Flauders, December 16, 1909. Asterisks denote members of the State 
Society. Officers, rgog-1o11: Beckwith, president; Lyon, vice-president: 
J. 1. Snyder, secretary: Kinne, corresponding seerctary; Eames, hibrarian: 
Carswell, treasurer: Page, F. W. Isham and Sprague, executive committee. 


rie? Tighe xs velit. 
EDITORSHIP—AUTHORSHIP—THE FINE ARTS. 


Since no country nor generation of men is permitted to foreknow how 
much of its own literature shall live and become classic, it is, of course, vet 
too early to sav what and how much of the Walworthian product ot seventy- 
hve vears will outlive contractor-built state houses and the everywhere seen 
triumphs of statuary art. If another Sidney Smith should ask who reads a 
book, goes to a play, looks at a picture or statue, of Walworthian make, or 
what the world owes to Walworthian science or industrial skill, the answer 
must be a re-echo of the unkindly needless question. But, 11 there is a great 
uncaring world outside of Walworth, there is, too, a modestly sel f-esteeming 
world-in-little within her borders—one which lives not alone by the products 
of her fertile acres. .\s vet it is true (not too true, but simply true) that neither 
son nor daughter of one of these seventeen towns has gained greatest dis- 
tinction in literature or other form of art, or has greatly enlarged the domain 
of pure or applied science. or has added to the list of best-selling patent rights. 
3ut there were early signs and are yet tokens of aspiration 1m all these 
directions. 

The foundations of written history, for this county, were laid chiefly by 
Mr. Dwinnell, Judges Gale and Baker, Prosper Cravath and James Simmons. 
Others have contributed their personal recollections and impressions, of less 
historical value, but interesting and useful. But if these five forethought ful 
men had not made and preserved notes concerning men they knew and events 
in which they had a part. the county's history would be but gleanings from 
the broken files of newspaper, from the sometimes discontinuous official lists, 
and from the meager and disjointed minutes of clerks and secretaries of the 
courts and boards—often needing for their interpretation the mtelligent meni- 
ory of men long ago dead. It is not much which these early chroniclers and 
annalists have left to posterity, but. such as it is. it supplies the dry bones of 
clerical entries with some flesh and blood to give them more human aspect. 

Rev. Solomon .\. Dwinnell, for nearly fourteen years resident im La- 
fayette, removed in 1850 to Reedsburg. He then seems to have planned a 
history of the pioneer period of the county he had lett. the made a 
considerable roll of serappy notes—historiecal. descriptive. remimscent and 
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reflective. His papers contain autobiographical sketches, prepared at his re- 
quest by Dr. Mills and Judge Allen. In these papers Judge .MIlen, though not 
excessively diffident nor sparing of words, tells too little; while Dr. Mills, 
thought quite modest enough and not too lavish of words, tells too much. 
Mr. Dwinnell died in 1879, and Mrs. Dwinnell gave his manuscripts to the 
State Tlistorical Society, and part of their contents have been pubhshed in 
that body's “Collections.” 

Judge Gale made sixteen very orderly, legible and helpful foolscap pages 
of notes on the settlement and organization of the county. its early school 
meetings, temperance movements, and the first newspaper—his own, at EIk- 
horn in 1845. He knew that of which he wrote, and his accuracy may easily 
enough be trusted. His interest in public affairs was active and intelligent. 
and his judgment of men with whom he acted appears to have been calinly 
favorahle—neither censorious nor eulogistic. 

Judge Baker's chief service to local history is contained in a paper first 
read at a meeting of old settlers in 1869, then revised by himself and, with 
an introduction by Lyman C. Draper. published in the State [fistorical So- 
ciety, sixth volume of “Collections.” It naturally lacks Judge Gale's concise- 
Ness, since it covers a longer period of time and includes greatly more detail 
of local interest. His estimate of Judge [Irvin proves himselt an indulgent 
judge of his fellow men. 

James Sinunons published his carefully compiled “Annals of Lake Ge- 
neva,” 222 pages octavo, ut 18g7. Ele was in every way qualified as to judg- 
ment, taste and literary turn of mind, and by his personal knowledge and his 
wide acquaintanee with men of the county. for the preparation of this valuable 
local history. tle should have been, had other pursuits allowed, the historian 
of the county. In such case, his work would have been done with all possi- 
ble fullness and aceuracy. and in kindhest spirit—and in his own clear, grace- 
ful style. 

Prosper Cravath, surveyor and lawyer, and not unskilled in the art ot 
telling—himself “for many years really the foremost citizen of Whitewater” 

-in 1858 published his recollections and impressions of the village as he 
knew it between 1837 and 1857. This was in a series of articles for the 
Whitewater Register. Pitt N. Cravath began a continuation of his father’s 
work by compiling from the local columns of that helpful newspaper. His 
friend, Speneer S. Stecle, who had promised to share the proposed Jahors, 
presentiy found himself sole compiler. Cravath’s notes having been lost. Afr. 
Steele was obliged to begin at T8s58. and he carried the work forward to 1868. 
The Civil war, as it affected the town and village. received full attention. and 
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several circumstances of long later interest to soldiers and their friends are 
thus preserved permanently. In 1906 these partial histories, with short 
papers by Mrs. Melinda (Mack) Pratt, Julius C. Dirge. Mrs. Louise (\Wood- 
bury) Pahmiter, Daniel Seymour Cook, Mrs. Rachel O. (Shepard) Cook, 
Edwin D. Coe and Albert Salisbury, were published as ‘Annals of White- 
water,’ a dnodecimo volume of 283 pages, edited by Prof. Salisbury and pub- 
hshed by the ‘Federation of Women's Clubs in Whitewater.” 

The newspaper, from 1845 onward, afforded an outlet for the breathing 
thoughts and unfrozen words of men who cared not to go to the length of 
pamphlet or book on politics. temperance, public morals, currency, state reve- 
nue aud many another more or less fiereely burning question of their time; 
and on the less combustible topics of schools, farimers’ interests and local im- 
provements. These articles, even if unsigned, were often, if not usually, too 
carefully thought and too ably and forcibly written to be mistaken for edi- 
torial effort: though editorship here was not interior to that of other counties. 
At the least, these volunteer contributors gave wholesome variety to the 
weekly editorial entertainment. Among the occasional writers now ost 
easily and clearly recalled were Judges Baker, Gale. Golder, Spooner and 
Wentworth, Cvrus Chureh, Cravath, Eastman, George Esterly, Milton Gard- 
ner, Osborn Hand, Dr. Llenderson, Menzie, Dr. Reynolds, Simmons, H. F. 
Siti and A. S. Spooner. 

Whatever may be other or final judgment as to the relative merits of 
these men, considered as writers. for the purpose of this volume, Wyman 
Spooner is placed first. Ie thought with deliberate care, and wrote like a 
master of that classic English prose of which his long study and great love 
had availed him much, preferring “high seriousness,” but not scornful of oc- 
casional lighter graces of Hterary composition. Myr. Church wrote of the 
earlier schools of Walworth, in newspaper articles preserved in the Historical 
Society's much-containing scrap-books. Mr. Hand, a nearly self-taught 
teacher and very thorongh in the rudiments, had also read the English classics 
with pleasure and profit: but his written matter was less weighty than 
Spooner's. Tle had some eccentricities in conversation, but he wrote candidly 
and clearly. His friend, Eastman. loved paradox so well that lis simpler- 
minded friends knew not when he was sincere. Dr. Samuel Wirt }lenderson 
wrote in the spirit of the duelist who fires to kill, and sometimes ilustrated 
with his own jack-knife on white pine, as wickedly funny as Nast’s pictorial 
persecutions, though in other ways quite unlike. Menzie wrote with much 
ability and vigor, but as if duly retained, like a practical lawver. Mr. 
Simmons was possessed of nearly all the mental, moral and personal qualities, 
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and in not noticeably lower degree, that he so generously ascribed to Judge 
Baker. It is not unlikely that he had a finer, nicer literary sense than his 
friend ; though one would not willingly compare these men to the lessening of 
either. He wrote with a natural grace of his own and with seeming ease, 
though his materials were often enough collected with patient care. He could 
write in terms of partisan warfare, but that was not his chosen task. In his 
later life he was employed in “digesting” the vast bulk of decisions of the 
higher courts of New York and of Wisconsin. His older fellow citizens had 
long hoped that whenever Judge Golder should lay off the burden of the 
county judgeship its honors and salary would pass to such a worthy suc- 
cessor; but a little-revering generation gave a small plurality to a younger 
man, a nearly newcomer, though Mr. Simmons was second among four eandi- 
dates. The other aforenamed writers wrote with much ability. and with 
more or less vigor and elegance, like decently educated gentlemen, but with 
no strongly marked distinetiveness of style. 

In newspaper editorship the highest place must he accorded, as his birth- 
right and his conquest, to Edwin Delos Coe. Tle was equipped for duty by 
various experiences, as student, soldier, lawyer, before he began “to turn the 
crank of an opinion mill” at Whitewater. The Register had always been one 
of the best village newspapers in the state. Myr. Coe soon placed it beside the 
“first among equals.” Tlis well-flled local page reflected his most likable 
personality, and he was not hidden or disguised in his incomparable editorial 
column. He wrote with no air of superior wisdom or authority, but bestowed 
freely upon his fellow editors his professional and personal courtesy, which 
fell like the dew of Ilermon upon the half-deserving and the nearly undeserv- 
ine. tle affected nothing, not even modesty, though never a man with a press 
at his back was less self-assertive. When the sterner duty of a party organ 
called upon him to smite and spare not, his pen became indeed a weapon of 
offense. Tle was wholly free from editorial or hterary jealousy, but over- 
gencrously gave others “more praise than niggard truth would willingly im- 
part.” In short, he brought to his work learning, world-knowledge. judg- 
ment, taet, insight, wide-ranging fellow feeling, humor, and with these all 
the armory of wordy war. 

Major Shepard S. Rockwood, an infant settler of Lafavette, ex-soldier, 
normal school professor of literature and mathematies, poet, elocutionist and 
scholar in politics. was in his own way as editorially foreeful as Coe and 
more mdusttions and labortous. }le wrote with the precision, directness and 
conclusiveness of geometrical demonstration. .\s a means to lis political ad- 
vancement he bought the semor paper at Elkhorn, in 1882, and for one vear 
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edited every line of it, even to its stereotype plates. He made the Jadependent 
a positive quantity and an appreciable force in Wisconsin newspaperdom. 
His hope was to sit in the Assembly of 1883 and in the forty-ninth and sub- 
sequent Congresses; but the men of the district which he had left in boyhood 
and to which he had but lately returned, knew little of him, except that he 
seemed ‘too far up the gulch” for them. Besides, 1882 was a politically bad 
year for many another honorably aspiring citizen. Tle passed early-in r&83 
to a daily paper at Janesville, and thence to the Register, at Portage, where 
he died in 1905. 

Ely B. Dewing’s education was of common schools and printing offices. 
He had an early liking for the best in literature, and his style was formed, 
not by consctous or unconscious imitation of any of the masters, but by catch- 
ing something of the breath and finer spirit of many. He never accepted him- 
self as a great writer, and thence, perhaps, was a greater than lie knew. His 
knowledge of men best worth knowing was not so state-wide as that of Coe, 
Rockwood or Cravath; but his work and ways were not provincial. To these 
contemporary editors he was not a jealous rival, but a kindred soul. As aet- 
ing editor of the /ndependent from mid-1884 to the end of 1888. he gave 
that paper some diStinction in Wisconsin pressdom. His was within that 
golden period when Horace Rublee. John Nagle, Governors Iloard and Peek. 
Lite Niemann, James Monahan, Nicholas Smith, Champion Ingersoll and 
Colonel \Watrous gave wholesome substance and variously pleasing and stiniu- 
lant flavor to editorial discussion and local commentary. 

In most ways different from these three rare spirits, though in his own 
way fit to make them four, was Pitt Noble Cravath. .\pparently unlike’ his 
tather and mother in body, mind and spirit. though, no doubt, he was in some 
way their true heir, he seemed rather Gallic than .\nglo-Saxon. He was 
readily drawn to new things in politics, but not disposed to overturn the social 
order, and he loved the clamor of partisan discussion—hiinself one of the 
noisiest, but least likely to degenerate to demagogism or fanaticism. The 
work of party organization was very much to his liking. His paper, at first 
named the “Puddingstick,” was edited with sufficient vivacity and originality, 
but did not much reflect his personal qualities. [lis tongue, organ of his 
impulsiveness, might move him to much radical utterance; but his pen sub- 
dued him to editorial decorum. .\ second newspaper at a city or village of 
Walworth may bring a little fleeting fame, but it requires more than brilliant 
editorship to make it live and support a family. Cravath had other abilities, 
and the county was not vet ready for political revolution and reeonstruction. 

In their own day it was good fortune to know these four editors, and it 
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is vet pleasant to such as hive and remember, though it be regretfully, to have 
known them. It was not editorship that passed away with their death or re- 
tirement, but only the quahty or flavor that each gave it from his own person- 
ality. Men whose shadows now lengthen m the low westering sun may re- 
eal, without morbidness, the memory of things that “come not back with time 
andl tears, 

It would be as easy to tell who first broke the surface of the county with 
a factory-itade garden spade as to name the first to “build the lofty rhyme.” 
She may have been one of the Alisses Bigfvot, in .\lgonquin elegiacs, not 
translatable without damage to its sense and beauty. He may have been 
Christopher Payne, whose lite was a Homeric epic. and whose precious manu- 
script may have been destroyed in the war with Brink. Sinee chronological 
order is impossible, no order at all may answer here. 

It this county ever really had a poet the critics must determine between 
George \V. Steele and Shepard S$. Rockwood. In t904 Mr. Steele published 
a stall volume, “Dierdre,a Vale ot Ittin, and Other. crsese Nie lecendew 
the Celtic maiden are as numerous as those of the Arthurian heroines, and 
the lawyer of Whitewater owed nothing to Mr. Yeats. [t is not the general 
purpose here to assort, grade or appraise the poetic product of the county, but 
a few words mav not be useless. The diction and idiom of these poems are 
english and inteligible, neither “gaudy nor inane.” There is in them neither 
Creek nor Browningese, no affectations of obsolete words and grammar, even 
those of Chaucerian or Spenserian kind or favor, no ingenious coimages, no 
new licenses or excess of old ones, 10 patent-applied-for philosophy of life, 
nebulous metaphysics, questioning of omnipotent purpose, and not too much 
of Arnoldian high seriousness. Neither is there more echo of the ancrent and 
modern classics than one likes to meet in reading new authors. Tf these nega- 
tives do not prove this volume poetry, they may indicate that the author 
wrote with judgement and taste, and that his work may claim fairly thus much 
notice in this compilation. 

The total sum of Major Rockwood’s published poetry would not fill 
more than a vest-pocket volume. Fle was not unknown as a paid contributor 
to Ikastern magazines, and wrote poems for great occasions. One of his more 
notable efforts of the latter kind, recited in his intense manner of declaima- 
{ion to a state mass meeting of Republicans at Madison in 1880, was said to 
have drawn jvon tears down Zachariah Chandler's cheeks. In his not too 
frequent lighter moods Roekwood dropped into politieo-satirieal Ivries: but. 
in general, his muse was a well behaved, soler-tninded member of the sacred 


nine. Ele had strong common sense and well-controlled feeling. and also sense 
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of poetic form with feeling for the sweetness of unheard melody. Thus, his 
thonght was not commonplace, his expression mawkish, nor his lines left 
half-filled. 

Most spontaneous, facile, fluent of home poets was in the fifties, a young 
man ot Elkhorn, at once, and in proportions about equal. a poet, mechanical 
mventor, journalist and critic. Jlorace Lucian Arnold's fast-driven pen 
dropped eight-syllable rhymed couplets as if their flow were endless, and no 
verse form was beyond its achievement. This promising young man’s poetical 
reading had given him a standard for measurement of his own product. and 
he was too self-critical to print his clever crudities. Nor would he revise, 
recast, or redress them. It was easier to write a wholly new poem tonight 
than to perfect last night’s work. In the course of more than fifty years he 
has contributed poems, stories, reporter work, reviews, mechanical and scien- 
tric discussion to the press of Chicago, New York, Edinburgh and elsewhere. 
Though Ins work has never quite reached greatness, it is virile, and it usually 
compels some reader's attention. A collection. with due selection, of his 
Ivrics would show that here was one more of Walworth to whom poetry was 
not a thing of rhyme-ends only. 

The county has known and sometimes honored its own song writers, 
poets ot occasions and casual contributors to the poet's corner. Rev. [Henry 
De Lancey Webster, Ely B. Dewing. John 1. Forrest. John T. Wentworth. 
James Summons, S. Fillmore Bennett. Charles H. Burdick and Mrs. [larrict 
Marion (Perkins) Leland are among the best remembered. Of the living 
there are many more, no doubt. than can be named here; and their modest 
merit is known to a few friendly readers. Vhough the wide world may never 
find out these younger children of the muse, the sweetness of a well- 
remembered line, stanza, or poem may linger yet long in some kindly memory. 

Seth Knapp Warren, son of the pioneer mill owner, had more education 
and a better reading habit than most of his schoolmates at Lake Geneva, and 
in later hfe turned more than they to the story of the universe, as told by the 
older and the later scientists. Ile digested his reading at least partially, and 
the result of his reading and thinking or musing was a bound volume of 
eighty-four small pages, printed at home in 1888. His matter is chiefly a 
compact and generally fairly and temperately worded. though possibly in 
accurate restatement of the theory of evolution as to the origin of stars and 
solar systems. Tis own attitude is indicated in few words at page 14: “Dut 
until some theory is advanced which can show clearly that these natural 
powers * * * could form solar systems, with all their motions, from 
chaos we would better follow and teach the Inblical account ef creation: as it 
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is, even in its literal sense, the most reasonable that has ever been written.” 
He objeets to science that while it has found much of the laws of the universe, 
it has wholly tailed to find the law-giver; and he shrewdly takes into his ac- 
count the differences he finds among scientists. His work had the approval 
of the late Rev. Isaac N. Marks, of the Episcopal church at Lake Geneva. 
It is at least easy to read. for it is seasoned with fewest technical terms and 
is wholly free from mathematical formulae and scientific tabulations. Mr. 
Warren wrote and talked like an intelligent gentleman, and he had, moreover, 
some artistic tastes and aspirations. 

In the art of musical composition the county for long heard but one 
name, that of Joseph P. Webster, who came from Racine to FeIkhorn in 1857 
as a teacher of 1usic. ““petween that year and hisideaphiiners7 4 ee sbetle ca 
he produced most of his songs, cantatas and other compositions. His pub- 
lishers were Higeins & Company, Lyon & Healy and Root & Cady, of Chi- 
eago, and Ditson, of Boston. A flood of newer music has hali-effaced the 
recollection of his once fannhar titles, though not all have thus been retired 
from public favor. The little story of one of these seems worth preserving. 

In 1865, [.. |, Bates. of Detroit, subnistted toe onc salcalre tic orc- 
of a song and asked for a sintable composer. Ile was advised to write to 
Mr. \Webster, and in the same vear these publishers put forth “It Will Be 
Siumimertine., By and By.” words by I. J. Bates. music bx [2 P2\\ ebstes it 
is not here known how much favor this song found, but it 1s reealled that it 
was sung at the dedication of the Normal Sehool at Whitewater in 187o. 
live four-line stanzas, with each a varving five-line chorus, contained these 
lines, the second of each choris: ~~ \Wait we wiliem dave of senitc 
bright by and by; Watch for the day-star of the dear by and by: Pray for 
the dawn of the sweet by and by; Is there, oh! 1s there a glad by and by: 
Herald the dawn of the blest by and by.’ The closing lines of these choruses 
were: “Tt will be summertime by and by; Earth will he happter. by and bv: 
Truth will be verified, by and by; Faith will be justified, by and by; Right 
will he elarmed, by and hy.” The principalmiivessreciiedsthie severalew tone. 
endured by poor humanity. 

These lines seemed to Mir. Webster to express the thought which he had 
no skill to utter but in music, and their writer became at onee his dear friend. 
One of these phrases he repeated so often that another song-writer in T&68 
followed tts hint and gave it a new setting, “Mir. Webster went home. and 
choosing front his store of musical memoranda that which best suited his sense 
of the vecasion’s propriety. he worked out with his habitual care and patience 
the “Sweet By and By.” on which the world has been pleased to rest lis 
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fame as a composer. [or him there was no such word as “impromptu” in art. 
Passages, long o1 short, might be “inspired,” but the entire and perfect work 
must be reached by the methods of other artists. Efe worked by the laws of 
his own intellect and feeling, which he obeyed because he could not suspend 
or change them. He was self-critical, and he knew well when he could work 
and when he must wait. No publisher could urge him, no fellow-composer 
advise him, no friend lead him. He was little critical as to the hterary quality 
of songs offered him, but only required that their sentiment should be humane 
and decent, and that harsh consonantal sounds should be filed to smoothness. 

Frank S. [Marrington (1854-1909), a son of Nicholas M. Harrington, of 
Delavan and Darien, became at an early age a singer of more than usual prom- 
ise. [encouraged by the friendly appreciation and advice of Professor Web- 
ster, he subjected himself to thorough traming in the principles of imusical 
composition, and for several years was known to eastern publishers as a com- 
poser ot organ music. .\t the time of his death he seemed on the way to 
greater distinction in Is art. 

The schools of Boston, London, Paris and Rome have drawn from the 
county several pupils of the higher culture and instruction in vocal and instru- 
mental music. The art of hearing music is also cultivated, and the hghts of 
the operatic or lyric stage draw yearly hundreds of hearers to Chicago and 
Milwaukee, each for at least one evening's soul-felt delight. Such singers and 
performers of national fame as do not scorn the smaller audiences find ap- 
preciative hearers at the cities of Walworth. Local philharmonic clubs lend 
their not negligible influence to elevate the public taste for immortal music. 
In olden time, too, the county has had its string bands, cornetists, flutists, 
pianists and vocalists, their various performances, once thought incompara- 
ble, vet recalled as remembered pleasures. 

The palette and brush have drawn many young men and maidens aside 
from commoner things, though few have persevered, and fewer are within 
any one person's present recollections. This, of course, by reason of their 
long absence. One of these was John Bullock, at ake Geneva, who painted 
landscapes with some success and who seemed born for further achievement 
had not fate been untoward. David Walling Humphrey. a school boy at 
Elkhorn and art student at Chicago, has won recognition among artists. 
William T. Thorne, of Delavan, has reached a lugh place as a portrait painter, 
and has his studio at New York. .\dolph T. Schultz. also of Delavan, hangs 
his landscapes at the Chicago .\rt Institute. Chfford Francis Snyder, of Elk- 
born. practiced as a doctor of dental surgery for some vears at Berlin, having, 
though a voung man, impenal patronage, for \merican dentistry was then in 
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high favor there. dle sold his business and placed himself under Benjamin 
Constant’s instruction at Paris, and Jater under that of Albert Nieuwhuis, at 
Laren, Holland. from boyhood his aptness in portrait drawing was marked. 
He went 11 1900 to Munich, there to sojourn, it may be, until overtaken by 
fame, wealth, or death. 

Oratory, as an art, has had here but one true votary, namely, John 
Luther Lamkin (1854-1896), of that part of Sharon town called South 
Grove. He wedded himselt to a possibly original theory ot his art: in effect, 
that voice and action are all—if, only the voice be trained to the hoarseness 
of thunder and the action be suited to the orator’s conception of the beauti- 
fully terrific in muscular motion. His words need have no meaning, if but 
polysyllabic and sonorous. Ile imagined or boasted that he could crack a 
plate glass window by an abrupt emission of sound from the lower cells of his 
lungs. But Lamkin threw thunderbolts gracetully, and his meeting, saluting, 
passing, parting, even on the street, were fine-art dlustrations. Tor the 
rest, he was a thriftv farmer and a worthy citizen. 

Since 1856 the only lawvers who seem to have cultivated a great forensic 
stvle were Norton and Ingalls. William C. Norton was son of a farmer of 
Latayette. his veice and manner were somewhat dramatic, but he was re- 
garded as a forceful speaker. None better than Iie could raise an ant-hill 
matter to the height of the tree tops, and none could better move his client 
to self-pitying. Wallace Ingalls, a native of Linn, acquired an agreeable and 
effective delivery and never forgot to adjust his words and actions to the 
needs of his carefully considered matter. Alphonso G. Nellam, Alfred D. 
Thomas, Thompson D. \Weeks and Charles B. Sumner never attempted the 
higher flights; but they are favorably remembered for their clear, candidly 
persuasive and gentlemanly manner of laying their cases before jurors—often 
the most effective eloquence. Each of these men was often called upon as 
speaker for more public occasions. None of them, except Ingalls, now at 
Racine, is yet living. 


Clee CI SIR RS 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS OF INTEREST. 


The formation of local temperance societies began at Spring Prairie as 
early as 1838. In this work the men and women of Delavan, Elkhorn, Geneva, 
and \Whitewater were but a few weeks or months behind Mr. Dwinnell's 
neighbors. At Lake Geneva, December 25. 1839, a temperance society was 
formed by fifty citizens, at Mr. Baker's house: Benjamin Ball, president; 
John Chapin, vice-president; Charles M. Baker, secretary ; Charles MM. Good- 
sell, William K. May and Morris Ross, executive committee. In the autumn 
of 1843 a county society of Washingtonians was formed at a meeting as- 
sembled at the-court house. Its officers were Doctor Mills, president; William 
A. Bartlett and Jarvis K. Vike, vice-presidents; James Simmons, secretary; 
George Gale, treasurer: James O. Eaton, Solomon A. Dwinnell and Expe- 
rience I’stabrook. executive conmnittee. No further record of this society is 
found, but among well-remembered and oft-repeated names of organizers and 
syinpathizers are those of Ball, Baker, the Goodsells, Hall, Lake, MeNish, 
the Phoentxes, Potter, the Spooners, Sturtevant. Topping and Vail. 

These early movements were followed by a continuous line of societies 
sinmar in form and devoted to like purpose, namely: By moral suasion to 
induce men to become total abstainers from the products of the distillery, 
brewery, wine-vat and cider-press. Closely after them came, first, the Sons of 
Temperance, then the Good Templars,—both continuing with varvine activity 
and energy until all such societies, with their doctrines and rituals, became 
supplanted by or merged in pohtically organized prohibitionism. but the 
growth of total abstinence. as a habit of fe rather than as a moral dogma 
professed, is not exactly measurable by the number of votes counted for the 
Prohibitionist party ticket. 

Until 1871 the statutory fee tor bar-room license was not less than twen- 
ty-five nor more than forty dollars. In 1873 the higher mit was made one 
hundred dollars. and in 1874 one hundred and fifty dollars. In September, 
TS8y, pursuant to a new statute. the villages voted separately to determine if 
the fee should be two hundred and fifty dollars, three hundred and. fitty 
dollars, or five hundred dollars, and the highest sum prevailed. \When the 
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license fee was lowest it went, appropriately cnough, to the poor fund: when 
increased it went to road and street fund: it is now part of the eeneral fund 
of cities, villages and towns. The effect of the higher fee has not heen 
to reduce the number of drinking places—nor, perhaps, to increase it. though 
there are more licenses issued than before. 


CIVIC “sOclE thes: 


The several affliated societies, fraternal and benevolent, found here at 
once a friendly atmosphere; for, within and without the lodge rooms, Wal- 
worth is sociable and neighborly. Freemasonry began almost with the villages, 
and, though it has felt some alternations of zeal and luke-warmth, it has with- 
stood the assaults of well-meaning opponents at home and of wandering 
apostles from \Wheaton. It was never healthier in body and spirit than it 1s 
herein i911. Its feminine ally, the Order of the Eastern Star, also finds fayor 
here as elsewhere about the states. The list of lodges, past and present, is 
shown as follows: 

Harmony No. 12, Delavan (with Elkhorn), discontinued in 1850. 

St. Jamies Gnas east, rey chartercasinene. 4 

Geneva No, 114, Lake Geneva, chartered m 1552. 

Sto Onis Nos 47. \\ litewdter chantereri inte 45 

ikhorn No, 77, ikhom, charrercd i 150: 

Slarom sve. 116. sharon. chartered i hase. 

Delavan No. 121, Delavan, chartered in 1860. 

Darien No. 126, Darien, chartered in 1860. 

Spring PrMainie ges 36, Sorin Praiie, ciscantnied ges: 

Geneva Junction No. 236, Geneva Junction, chartered in 18q4. 

Walworth No. 286, Walworth, chartered in 1903. 

There are-totr oval \rely chapters<~ llkhenime: ie. © ron (Cac ae 
Geneva) No. 28, Delavan No. 38, Whitewater No. 66. .\ commandery of 
the Masonic degrees of knighthood, at Delavan. is numbered 33. 

Odd Fellowship had also an early foothold, and has not vet vielded 
wholly to the rivalry of the vounger orders. Wiights of Pythias, Modern 
Woodmen, Catholic Nnights and Knights of Columbus have each established 
their claim to recognition as a part of modern social lite. 

The Grand Army of the Kepublic, its membership limited by the lives 
of one generation of men, is by that circumstance pecuhtarly conditioned. — Its 
normal growth was rapidly upward, reaching its maximum within a few years, 
after which its conrse must be steadily downward until nothing but its records 
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and its few relies shall be left as reminders that such a post-belluim eomrade- 
ship onee existed. [ts several posts are named and numbered thus : 

Abraham Lincoln No. 3, Darien; George H. Vhomas No. 6, Delavan; 
James BaMcPherson No, 27, Lake Geneva; Charles If. Curtice No. 3.4, White- 
Water, Kutherford 6. Hayes No, 76, Elkhorn: Henry Conklin Noo1g1, ast 
Troy; Duane Patten No. 270, Sharon. 


TURD iGge  CREER DRAINAGE DISTRICT. 


Proceeding under provisions of chapter 419, statutes of 1go5. two-thirds 
or more of the interested owners of Jand Iving along Turtle creek and marsh 
filed their petition, November 1, 1g08, to the circuit court for the establish- 
inentsot ene limiiewercek WMranace District, Charles Dinlap, Henry VD: 
Barnes and John G. Meadows were appointed commissioners, aud took the 
oath of ofhce April 19, 1909. They were empowered to survey and deternune 
such ditch lines as they should find practical and expedient, to appraise bene- 
fits and damages, and on aeceptance of their report to let the contraet and see 
it faithfully performed. ‘Henry H. Tubbs was employed as civil engineer. 
There were several ineffeetual remonstranees reeeived and filed, and on June 
26, 1911, the contraet was filed. The work is practically begun. The main 
diteh begins in section 14 of Richmond, and ends in section 6 of Delavan, its 
course generally that of the ereek. Its length is 5.94 mules, depth four to 
seven feet, with a fall of 14.93 feet. Tour lateral ditches—one from section 
19 of Sugar Creek—-have a total length of 5 25 nules, with fall varying be- 
tween 9.15 and 15.2 feet. These nearly eleven miles of ditching and dredging 
will cost nearly $38,000, and will drain 3,188 acres. The work includes thirty- 
four bridges or crossings. 


TROY DREAIN AGH BIrell. 


A similar petition of owners along the great Jloneyv creek marsh was 
filed in the cireuit clerk's offiee April 13. 1910. Judge Belden appointed Walter 
A. Babeoek, Charles Hi. Nott and George B. Cain as commissioners and these 
men took the official oath Oetober 8, rgio. (In this, as m the other eom- 
mission, the member first nained is chairman, the second is secretary, and the 
third is treasurer.) Their report has been aecepted, the contract will be Iet 
early in 1912, and the work will begin without delay. The main ditch, from 
a point in section 25 to a point near the middle of section 31, 1s 5.375 nules 
long, two to twelve feet deep, and has eighteen feet fall. There are seven 
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lateral ditches with total length of &.75 miles. These ditehes will be crossed 
by thirty-eight bridges, one of whieh will cost $1,500. This work will re- 
cover or unprove 4.832 acres of land, at a cost of nearly $50,000. 


COUNTY COMMISSIONER OF ROADS: 


At the session of the county board, November, 1911, Herman J. Peters. 
of Sharon, was chosen eounty conunissioner of roads. This was in accord- 
anee with a statute providing for a state system of road-making. 


ASSESSOR OF INCOME TAN. 


Pursuant to a statute of 1gi1 the office of supervisor otf assessments has 
been abolished, and that of assessor of ineome tax created. The first ap- 
pointee, in 1912, is William I*rancis Dockery, of Whitewater. 


THE SPECULATIVE SPIRIT. 
“ 

Not every man of older Walworth was entirely content to hoe in prairie 
mould or drudge in village labor for plain subsistence and scanty savings. 
Ilardy men went, in 1849 and after years, around Cape Horn and aeross 
plains and Sierras for the gold of Califurnia and Tikes Peak, and a few 
eame baek rich in one kind of experience. Other men, in another way adven- 
turous, confided part of their little surplus to the keeping of the beneficent 
lottery, and the example of one who drew $3,000 was for long set forth in 
Mons. Dauphin’s advertisements and circulars as proof that they only ean 
win greatly who risk a little. Thus, the sanguine projectors and reckless 
schemers of a later period dtd not break new ground here. 

The return of gold and silver to general circulation, after seventeen 
years of irrecleemable paper currency, gave rebirth to business of every kind 
in 1879. Monctary panics were thought to have been at last retired to the 
limbo of serfdom, judicial torture, the death penalty for petty felonies. and 
other rehes of the barbarous past. Confidence soon beeame extravagant 





hope—prolific parent of a few siccesses and many failures. Speculators of 


the type of self-deluded John Law. of Lauriston, and aperators of the tribe 
of Montague Tige, of Pall Alall. flung their enchantments broadeast. and 
with such effeet that for a few months not a few men seemed so bereaved of 
their usually better judgment that prudence was out of date and even com- 
mercial honor a barren ideality. Projeets, from legitimate to lawless, inviting 
inexperienced investors, inereased like insects, and men’s day-dreams and un- 
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sound sleep were filled with visions of sudden wealth. Among the myriad 
temptations were lots in new cities of the South and West and in new sub- 
urbs of old cities everywhere between the poles, farm lands from .Assiniboia 
to the Arctic circle, mines of all the metals from aluminum and antimony to 
yttrium and zirconium and of minerals from anthracite to zine-blende, rail- 
Ways across every continent, oi! wells, silk without cocoons,—in fine, gold 
from seawater, sunbeains from cucumbers, something from nothing. 

Piostect Wicse sevcial SHOT Toads 10 mclies were in-effect one mite ing 
printed certificates of shareholding and wateh the markets hourly for first 
indications of coming showers of the world’s elief desire. .\ local annalist 
has told of one who, hving but to make his tellowmen quick-process mil- 
lionaires, took real estate and personal property in exchange for shares and 
came to own one-sixth part of the area of his home village. There were 
about a dozen of these guides to .\laddin’s cave who were citizens of the 
county, most Of whom were involved with their clients in the collapse of 
their undertakings. The period of greatest local interest to investors and 
onlookers was 1885-7. The county was not, as a whole, made poverty- 
stricken, and speculation did not end with the memorable rise and fall of that 
period, but became ot less public concern. 


MELODRAMA IN COURT. 


A tragi-conuc affair was said in the next day's Jndependent to have 
taken place at an evening session of the cireuit court, Mareh 31, 18s 9. .\ 
man most mprobably named “Buroreey” tung a tobacco quid at somebody 
within the bar. The shot hit ex-Judge Cowdery’s bald scalp and, ricochetting, 
struck Judge Noggle’s left eve. The startled Judge lost his balance and 
knocked over a lamp filled with the compound of camphene and alcohol, then 
sold as “burning fluid.” spilling its extra-dangerous contents upon Sheriff 
Stone and thence upon ex-Sheriff Perry, whose coat tails caught fire. In 
the sudden movements of men—for a wonder, in the dark the clerk's back 
was nearly broken, the stove-drum and pipe knocked down, and a general 
combat followed in which Messrs. Clarke, Farr. Keep, Kellogg, Lyon and 
Menzie were more or less battered or ruffled. Of course, this account was 
intentionally made extravagant and impossible, so to confuse the publie mand 
as to what had actually taken place— which, most likely, was some breach of 
court decorum by two lawyers not named. The date of publication, too, 
may have helped to suggest to readers that all this was but the local reporter's 
“yoke of the season.” But Plotehkiss & Leland were too cditorially eantious 
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to take such lberty with the names of judges, sheriffs, and lawyers without 
some slight foundation of truth for it. The fact that the following Tuesday 
was judicial election day may have disposed Noggle, Keep and Lyon to let 
the voters laugh the matter into forgiveness and speedy forgetfulness. 


EARLY EDUCAPION AI EE POR ie 


Before a system of conmon sehools could be evolved children were as- 
sembled in sinall groups at the larger log dwellings for private instruction. 
Many of the teachers were moved by their sense of duty toward those whose 
education seemed too likely to be arrested indefinitely—tor some of them—in- 
effect. to the marring of all later life. Sueh names of these teachers as have 
been preserved from the wreck of the unrecorded past, and are available for 
present use, are too few for 1mposing tabulation. Dates assigned to teachers 
at Elkhorn are conjectural. but nearly correct. 

In 1837 Mrs. Rebecca A. Vail, in a room over .\ndrew Ferguson's store. 
at Lake Geneva. She was the wife ot james.) = aileanecarl. -cettier ay 
East Troy, and afterward lived at Milwaukee. 


1830. 


Louisa Augier. at East Trov: daughter of Robert Augier, of that town. 

Mary S. Brewster (1816-1g10), at Spring Prairie, daughter of Deodat 
Brewster, of Geneva (Alrs. edward Pentland). 

Julia Dyer, at Delavan. 

Mrs. Ladd. of Mukwonago, at Troy. 

Juhette Merrick, at Gardner's Prairie; daughter of Col. Perez Merrick. 


TS40. 


Olive booker (aged fourteen), at Lafayette: twenty pupils. 
Mkiry S. darewster, Geticva. 

Ruth .\. Bunnell, Lafavette. 

Lydia Carr, [Ikhorn. 

Mrs. Mary Carter, Darien. 

Hannah M. Clark, Walworth: cightcen dollars for suminer term. 
Melissa Cornish, Lagrange. 

John Al. Lewis, Walworth: cighty dollars for winter term. 
Chester D. Long, Darien, winter term. 

Adeline MeCracken, Sugar Creck. 
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Theodorus Bailey Northrop, Lafayette: private school, term finished by 
Eben Whitcomb. 

Sheldon C. Powers, of East Troy, at Whitewater: district school. 

Nise Adeline Ml (Seaver) Carter. 

Dr. John Stacy, of and at Lake Geneva. 

Mrs. Eleeta (King) Ward, Bloomfield. 

Mrs. Moses D. Willams, Walworth. 


Coal te 


Marv S. Brewster, FIkhorn; distriet school. 
Edward Elderkin, Elkhorn. 
Sarai Perrin, Latavette. 

1842. 


Marietta Chapman, Lafavette; fifteen pupils. 

George \v. Hovt, of Rochester. latavette: winter tern. 
Harriet Lyon, Hudson, a daughter of David Lyon. 

J. B. Flunt, Whitewater. ; 
les 





Adelaide C. Beardsley 
district teacher at I:}khorn. 

Lydia Chapman, Latayette (Alrs. Edward Winne). 

Henry Farrington, Lafayette. 

Graeia Ward, Linn. 


at first for religious instruction, afterward a 


NOTEWORTHY EVENTS. 


Generally, events here noted are not mentioned elsewhere in this work. 
Many more of at least equal interest imght have been included had they been 
within the narrow range of one person's knowledge or opportunities for find- 
ing and placing them in true order of time. 

July ro, 1836.—Colonel Phoemx preached to hiteen persons—all the 
neighborhood but one familv—at Dr. flemenway's. lfour of these professed 
religion. Daniel Salisbury praved, and all sang. Jaly 17th, the Colonel 
preached to the Hemenway family, Palmer Gardner, David Pratt and daugh- 
ter, and Mr. Salisbury. Two of these nodded and Doctor [lemenway fell 
fast asleep. .\t the close of service seven more persons canie In. 

Julv 4, 1837.—.\ dance at Othni Beardsley’s house, Troy. 
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June 15, 1839.-Willam Birge vs. Willard B. Johnson, first suit dock- 
eted in Zerah Mead, Esq.’s court, Whitewater. In this year a sovereign’s 
court, for settling disputed land claims, was assembled at Whitewater. .\ 
territorial road was made from Rochester to Madison, through Spring Prairie, 
Troy, Lagrange and Whitewater. 

July 4, 1840.—Celebration at Whitewater. Dr. James MeNish, of 
.Geneva, spoke on intemperance and slavery, at William Birge’s big barn. 
Milwaukee Weekly Sentinel taken by subscribers at Whitewater. 

April 25, 1842.—A county agricultural society organized. 

1843.—. series of revivalist mectings held at Whitewater. 

1844.—A good harvest season; wheat. twenty-five bushels per acre. Tax 
on Whitewater Flotel eighty-four cents. 

August 8, 1845.—Date of Mestern Star, Elkhorn, Vol. 1, No. 1. 

I849, 1850, 1851.—.\ series of increasingly bad years for farmers, called 





Af 
« 


the “*pink-eve years 

1851.—.A\ flood swept away several dams in the southern towns. 

1854.—An epidemic of .\siatic cholera. 

June —, 1858. Dams at Duck Lake and Lyons bursted by freshet. 

1860.—An exceptional year for wheat crop. The county's surplus esti- 
mated at one million bushels. The crop for the state was largest of any 
in the union. 

April 2, 1867.—Willis Clarke, colored, elected town sealer for White- 
Water, 

1873-4.—Organization of Patrons of Elusbandry—Crangers= throngh- 
out the county. 

July 23, 1874.—Destructive hurricane at Lake Geneva. 

August —, 1875.—N. K. Fairbank. of Chicage, placed six thousand 
young bass in Geneva Lake and built hatchertes. 

January & 1881.—County clerk sold park fence to Jacob Ketchpaw. 

May 18, 1883.--.\ destroying whirlwind passed over southern towns. 

August —, 1889 —A board of pension examiners appointed to sit at 
Elkhorn Drs. Benant O. Reynolds, Williant Henry Hurlbut and George 
[lenry Young, Jr. 

May 6, 1890.—Mr. Simmons noted a snowfall at Lake Geneva. 

April 26, 1893.— George Streng. at Troy village, killed a burglar. 

July 7. 18Q5.—Steamer “Dispatch.” with six passengers, sunk im one 
hundred and ten feet of water, Geneva Lake, by a hurricane. 

September 1, 19007.—Barbers of the county raised shaving rates to fif- 
(CCiipeeii 

May 26. 190g. Earthquake tremor fel( at Eelkhorn and elsewhere. 
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Statistics of dairy industries for 1911 show five milk condensing fac- 
tories: H. MM. Clark's, at Delavan; Wisconsin butter and Cheese Company, 
at Elkhorn (nearly ready for work): Borden Milk Condensing Company, at 
Genoa Junction: .\merican Milk Conspany, at Sharon; \Walworth Milk Con- 
densing Company, at Walworth. .\t Lake Beulah is a factory for making 
‘fancy cheeses. -\t Fayetteville, Jacobsville and North Geneva are “skim- 
ming stations” of the Wisconsin Butter and Cheese Company. 

The several creameries are distributed and named as here shown: 


2 ee ee Scdisweleiitle Prairteélsa- 2s — Little? raime 
leomibeldes 222252202... BlG@Mminch@mnles ONS 200 $25.42) 22520 ee Lyons 
EP Oiyepe ee ee Fleiamiireld Wicca sy ONS 2202 22h Spring Valley 
[Dale tieee rica ee ening oe od East Richmond 
JOE 8 Cl) ee ear ee ee aieeirehimond—-2_ 7. L. Wilken Factory 
feasted 20 2 = 8k Beisel Gav ie iclimond.... .. 2s Town Line 
det ey ee East [rer ee liarem 2.2 -..L 22. North Sharon 
Pe Wiese oe Sprmeield.2_.___.--2 see aprineneld 

—--\\isconsin Butter & Cheese Co. Spring Prairie______- Spring Prairie 
TH go Honey Ell Cheese amd Creamecing ear 
Plctmemlenaliicss..— Veame Metalic dking 2 eee 20 SS Troy Co-operative 
ome smenecles es a2... Plonewee reek, Sainte ater =2-.--22-J= 2 2ee Marr's 
nelke Gt ea a ite aiter oo knion PF rodnce Ca, 

Mabe Gencvmemik & Creainery Co, Zetia 22..2...-...=-_- lrorest Glen 


Dairy production, as reported for 1910, showed 4.754.481 pounds of 
butter, or four and one-half per cent. of the production of sixty-six counties ; 
and 147,400 pounds of cheese. Walworth was third in creamery production, 
and in fifty-six counties was forty-second in cheesemaking. .\imount re- 
ceived for all dairy products was $1,438,888. The whole number of cows 
inilked was 26,022. 

EARLY BIRTIIS. 


The following list of earlier births within the county, though not im 
each instance verified by reference to public or family record, must be nearly 
correct. Naimes marked * are of boys who became soldiers ot the Civil war: 
July 3. 1836——Geneva. daughter of James Van Slyke. Geneva: died June, 


1856. 
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1836—Wlhiam Pitt, son of Urban D. Meacham, Troy; died No- 
NeMMMele 3, al 1d: 

1837—Henry, son of Israel] Wilhams, fr., Linn. 

1837——-Clara Anna, daughter of William Bell, Walworth. 

1837—Alfred Delavan, son of Salmon Thomas, Darien; died 1896. 

1837—arah Al., daughter of Sylvester G. Smith, Spring Prairie. 

1837— Tirzah Amelia, daughter of Luke Taylor. Darien. 

1837—Hlarriet, daughter of Joseph Whitmore, Spring Prairie. 

1837—*Darwin R., son of William K. May, Linn. 

1837—Alahala, daughter of Solomon Harvey, Spring Prairie. 

1837—Hlenry, son of Robert Godirey, Walworth. 

1838—A daughter of Ansel A. Hlemenway, Spring Prairie. 

1838—Henry, son of Oliver Van Valin, Spring Prairie. 

1838—*Silas Wright, son of Ilarry Tupper, Bloomfield. died 1865. 

1838— Mary, daughter of Nathaniel ell, Latavette. 

1838—*\Voodbury, son of Perry G. llarrington, Sugar Creek. 

1838— Albert Ogden, son of Milo E. Bradley, Geneva. 

1838—Phoebe .\nn, daughter of Samuel Cole Vaughn, Spring 
Praincre. 

1838—Osear D., son of Koderick Siermck. spine tee: 

1838—Helen P., danghter of John Rosenkrans, Sugar Creek. 

1839—I1-e Grand, son of Hollis Latham, Elkhorn. 

1839-—* James H., son of Ilenry Harrison Sterling, Lafayette. 

1839— Harriet, daughter of William Bell, Walworth, died 1890. 

1839—I*ranees, daughter of Solomon A. Dwinnell, lafavette. 

1839—Wallace, son of Daniel Hartwell, Lafayette; died 1gog. 

1839—]ane Eliza, daughter of Benjamin Ir. Trow, Bloomfield: 
died about 1871. 

1839 Juhus C., son of Wilham Birge, Whitewater. 

1840—* Lindsey Joseph, stn of Sylvester G. Snith, lafaretter 
died 1905. 

1840 -Leroy Wilhston, son of Austin 1. Merrick, Spring Prairie: 
lead: 

iSygoe *\Wilham James, son of William) Bell, Walworth: killed 
October &, 1862. 

ISyo-> enuly, daughter of Nathaniel Bell, Lafayette. 

ISjo=* Henry Christopher, son of Christopher Wiswell, Lafavette. 

I8jo> Wendell Pulver, son of \W. Fletcher Lyon, Hudson. 

1sjo —Tlorana Lily, daughter of John Rosenkrans, Sugar Creek. 
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—, 1840—Nancy, daughter of Freeborn Welell. Sugar Creek. 
Jan. 21, 1841—NKinner Newcomb, son of Cyrenus N. Flollister, Darien: 
died 1911. 
Mar. 29, 1841—Otis E., son of Sanimel Cole Vanghn, Spring Prairie. 
Sept. 1, 1841—*Walhiam J.. son of James Holden, Lagrange. 
July 23, 1842—*Lucius, son of Willian Bell, Walworth; died (862. 
Aug. 2, 1842—Willhiam H.. son of Samuel Allen, Gloontheld. 
Nov. 2, 1842—*Charles Edward, son of Christopher Wiswell. Lafayette; 
died 1864. 
—, 1842—Smith D., son of Daniel Hartwell, Lafavette. 
Mar. 10, 1843—August, son of John Bernhardt Wilmer, East Troy. 
i 








Nov. 1843——Mary Jane. daughter of Daniel J. Bigelow, Sugar Creek. 
1843—Eminet. son of Thomas McKaig, Geneva. 

June 28, 1844—Hiram Sears, son of Wilham Bell, Walworth. 

July 8, 1844—Helen Louise, daughter of William O. Garfield, Elkhorn. 
July 14, 1844—*Wilham Henry, son of John Mayhew and Lucinda .\llen. 
Noy. 23, t844—Fenuna Pamela, daughter of Edward Elderkin, Etkhorn. 





Nov. 24, 1844—Lucretia May, daughter of Palmer Gardner, Spring Prairie: 
died 1865. 
Sept. 14, 1845—George, son of George Gale and Gertrude Young, Elkhorn. 


EAKEY Sek RT AGES. 


There were several known instances in which one, first choosing his 
claim, made the coming wifes way clear and then went eastward to marry 
her. Thus tt was with Palmer Gardner, James Holden and Solomon .\. 
Dwinnell, for examples. ‘The very earliest marriage ceremonies were likely 
to have been pertornied at Milwaukee, Racine, or at some convenient clergy- 
als OF Magistrate's Just across the county line. 


[alien 23, 1a 





Charles .\ugustus Noyes and Nance, Page Warren, of Gen- 
Vd at Kacine: 
Sept. 3, 1837—Reuben Clark and Maria Van Valin, Spring Prairie. 


Nov. (6, 1837—Sylvanus Spoor and Caroline S, Goodrich, Troy. 


Nov. —. 1837—Wrlliam Bentley and Jane Campbell, Spring Prairie. 
Apr. —, 1838—Ilolhis Latham and lLemira (Bradley, ) Lewis, Fllkhorn. 


Apr. 1& 183g Flyah Belding and Mary James, Richmond. 

May 15, 1839—Bradley }B. Mlato and Lucretia C. Hawes, Richmond. 
Mav 25, 1839—Caleb Blodgett and Orinda Jones, |darien. 

June 4, 1839—Rev. James F. Flanders and Aun Elizabeth Porter, 
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1839—-Christopher Columbus Cheesebro and Maria Johnson, Darien. 
183g—CGeorge W. Robinson and Adeline Caldwell. 
1839—Ransom Sheldon and Maria Theresa Douglass, Walworth. 
1839—Asad Dean Williams and Cynthia B. Powers, Whitewater. 
1839—Jacob Hamblin and Lucinda Taylor. Lafayette. 
18$39q—.\lexander Ilervev Bunnell and Marv Dver. Spring Prairie. 
183g—Anstin Leonard Merrick and I¢sther C. Cook. Spring Prairie. 
1839g—John Mather and Hannah Stephenson, Sugar Creek. 
i8jo—John Ruddiman and Mary DLunker, Troy. 

rkyo—Lucullus S. Pratt and Lydia Comstock, Darien. 

ISjc 





Tompkins Dunlap and Pearley .\dams, Geneva. 
1840—Porter owen and Jlannah Older, Darien. 
y840—John Martin and [eliza Ann Cheesebro, Darien. 
1840—Martin Pollard and Rachel Powers, East Trov. 
p8so—Dudlev \W. Cook and Naney Dunlap, Geneva. 
r840—Thomas AleNaig and .\senath Dunlap, Geneva. 
1840—Alarens Moody and Luey P. Barker. 
(84o— Josiah Durroughs Gleason and Sarah Baeon, Spring Prairie. 
1S..0— Perey N oblet and’ lexdiae akepe sptiio: 1 atic 
1&jo—Samuel N. Loomer and !]uldah L. Loomer. Sugar Creek. 
(6.40—lohn Mayhew and Luemda> Vien. Spring 1 rairie: 
iS4o—Leland Pateh and Ilarriet .\. Estes, Trov. 
Is8jO—benjainin Sweet and itis Cornish, Laerance, 
1841—James Iuller and Ruth 1. Bunnell, Lafayette. 
i4i—John Powers (of Linn) and Laura Stephens. Geneva. 
fotI—_\bel Sperry and Teliva Beek wich ste lox, 
1841—Jonathan Patterson Chapin and Sarah Jerrod, Bloomfield. 
ISjt-- Orison Gray lewing and [lannah Watson, Lagrange. 
1841—Sanimel Brittain and Eliza Hoyt. Spring Prairic. 
1S4jr—Oliver Salisbury aud Emily Caavailie lites ater. 
1841—Alfred B. Weed and Elizabeth Rice, Richmond. 
184t—Jaimes FE. Bell and Chloe Electa Van Nostrand. 
1841—Henry Barlow and lemeline La Bar, Delavan. 
iSgt0 Theodore Benjamin Edwards and Adeline Moore Me- 
Cracken. Sugar Creek. 
iS4i— Isaac Van Wert Severson and Elizabeth Topping, Walworth. 
Wyte David S. Elting and [liza Manwell, Lagrange. 
Sgr Horace Coleman and Jihiette Merrick, Spring Prairie. 
iSyi1-—Wilham Carter and Adeline Seaver, Darien. 
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1842——Sterling P. Searles and Ellen Dalton, Geneva. 
Isj2—Norinai C. Dyer and Mary Lake, Hudson. 
1842—Stephen B. Davis and Esther Newell, Sugar Creek. 
1842—Benjamin Goodwin and Clarinda Wait. Hudson. 
1842—Jonathan C. Chureh and Dorcas James, Richmond. 
1842—Charles Taylor and Louisa Augier, East Troy. 
1842—Lemuel Rood Smith and Melissa Campbell. tfudson. 
1843—James O. Eaton and Mary Miranda Dwinnell, Lafayette. 
1843—Edwin DeWolf and Elizabeth C. McCracken. Lagrange. 
1843-——William Birge and Frances Ostrander, Whitewater. 
1843—Thomas Worden Hill and Lydia Ferris, Hudson. 
1843—Erasmus Darwin Richardson and \lma O. Spaford. Geneva. 
1843—Albert Ogden and Charlotte Boyce, Elkhorn. 
1843—Stephen Steele Barlow and Anna Maria Parsons, Delavan. 
1843—Chester Deming Long and Laura Ann Lee. Darien. 
1843—Edwin Wallis Meacham and fimeline M. MeCracken. 
1843—George Washington Dwinnell and .\bigail Catherine Wil- 
son, Lafavette. 
1843—J. Sperry Northrop and Catherine M. Lyon, Hudson. 
1843—Edward Elderkin and Mary Martha Beardsley, Elkhorn. 


IN XEMORIAM. 


death list, within the years here shown, must fall very far short of 
For the following vears the stones and records of cemeteries 


partly supply the lack of official registration. Even after cemeteries were 
laid out and dedicated many of the dead were buried in sinall private enclos- 
ures, some of which must have been plowed over for a half centurv,—what- 


ever reservation may have been made at the first sales of the including 


farms. 


Rains soon beat down and grass and weeds hide unvisited. uncared-for 


graves, and white man has not more reverence for the resting places of 
strangers of his own race than for those of the conquered or cheated heathen 


tribes. 
July 
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1I837—Mary 1... elild of Sylvester G. Wright. Spring Prairie. 
1837—NMIrs. Eliza Cornish, aet. 64, Lagrange. 

1837="Wilham C. Merrick, insane, aet. 33. Spring [rairte. 
1838—Olive, wife of Phipps Hartwell. Lafayette. 

I838—A\ child of Ansel \. Hemenway. Spring Prairie. 
r838—Mary L. (Spoor), wife of Lucius \ien, act. 21, ast Troy. 
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1838—sSimeon Robinson, Troy. 

1838—Walliam Casporus, aceidentally, Lake Geneva. 

1839—Daniel Edwin LaBar, aet. 50, Delavan. 

1839—Jotham Newton Baker, aet. 21, Whitewater. 

183g—Mary, wife of John Cummings, aet. 58, Walworth. 

18390—Ainelia J.. wife of Henry lrev, aet. 45. 

1839—Benjamin \Whiteomb, Whitewater. 

i84o—Col. Samuel laulkner Phoenix, aet. 44, Delavan. 

1840—Apollos Root, Latayette. 

184i—Christopher Columbus Cheesebro, aet. 24, Darien. 

1841—Abby Irances Goodsell, aet. 33, Lake Geneva. 

1842— Rosetta, wife of Azor Ninney, aet. 31, Whitewater. 

i842—Doreas (Perry), wife of Thomas James, Richmond. 

1842—Mary, widow of Israel Ferris, aet. 85, Whitewater. 

1843—George Matthews, act. 38, Troy. 

1843—Heury Phoenix, aet. 50, Delavan. 

1843—sprowell Dean, aet. 48, Troy. 

1843—Martha WW. (larrabee), wife of Charles AI. Baker, aet. 37. 
Lake Geneva. 

1843—Jonathan Perry.—with suspicion of poisonimg,—La fayette. 

IS43—Eli Soody, aet. 63, Bloontheld. 

1843—Hlarriet (Wheeler), wife of Daniel Salisbury, Spring Prairie. 

1843—Calvin Vike, aet. 41, Whitewater. 

S44 Charlotte (Bovee), wife of \tbert Ogden, Elkhorn. 

[oj{4—Dr. [aie Tripp. wet. 4y. Whitewater. 

ret4—llaldih 1 Cornell), wite of Jndee. [olin iin, acts 

Spring Prairie. 








1S41—Benom Dradwav, act 7.2 Jelavaim 

(844—Philinda, wife of Joseph Tall, aet. 40, Richmond. 

18.45—Lydia (Dodge), wife uf Silas Salisbury, act. 59, Whitewater. 

[ops—lliza lk, (Gav). wite of Samuel El. Stattord, aet. 34, Bloon- 
held. 

1845— esther (Cravath), wife of Nelson Salisbury. aet. 32, \White- 
waler, 

1845s—Clementina M., wife of Thomas Marrison, aet. 34. Spring 
Prairie. 

{Spee ariice. act. 31) eae 

1845—Harriet (hoyce), wife of Alvah B. Johnson, aet. 27, Darien. 

(See. \iistn ENN rieht. ict. 27 eleee ces 
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1845—Amasa Allen, aet. 69. Lafayette. 

1845—Phoebe (Blakeslee). wife of Elijah Church, aet. 51, Wal- 
worth. 

1S545—.\saph Pratt, aet. 55. Whitewater. 

1845—Sarah, daughter of \Webster Bailey. wife of Whitefield 
Bailey, Walworth. 

1846—Thoimas K. LeBarron. aet. 27. Whitewater. 

1846—Jesse Hand. aet. 63. [ludson. 

1846—Robert Kennedy Morris. aet. 39. Lagrange. 

i846—Harriet C., wife of Charles A. Soper. aet. 26, Darien. 

1846—Capt. Israel Williams, aet. 37. Walworth. 

1846—Cynthia, wife of Stephen Knapp, aet. 39. East Troy. 

1846—Chanity L., wite of Loren Stacy, aet. 42, Fludson. 

18.46—Harriet (Newell). wite of Albert H. Smith, aet. 31, Delavan. 


LOSSES BY FIRE. 


An incomplete list of more or less destructive fires, though of little 


value as history, may help to fix dates of other events associated with them 
in men’s memories. It is so far from full that a list nearly as long may be 
found in the Delavan fire department's record of the last twenty vears. 
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1844—William Birge's house. Whitewater. A child of three vears 
burned. 


1844—"'-\ great hre at Sharon.” 


1845—Andrew Ferguson's store. Geneva. 

1852—Samuel Vibbets’s home, Sugar Creek. 
1858—Benjaimin FF. Pope's house, tlkhorn. 

1859—Patrick O'Brien's house, Darien. 

1859—Methodist chureh, Elkhorn. 

1860—Alexander H. Bunnell’s house, Lafavette. 
1860—Two newspaper offices and other buildings. Delavan. 
1860—John .\. Farnunys house, North Geneva. 
1862—Henrvy Lord's house. town of Delavan. 
1862—Lemuel Webster's house, Sugar Creek. 
1866—Chaffee’s planing mill and Thiele’s cabinet shop. Whitewater. 
1867—Centralia store and other buildings, Elkhorn. 
1867—Esterly reaper works, Whitewater. 

1867—Several stores in Alain street, \Whitewater. 
1867—Cole & lunter’s pottery. Whitewater. 
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1867—John Welch's store, \Whitewater. 

1872—Quigley's vinegar factory, Lake Geneva. 

1873—County Ilouse, North Geneva. 

1874—LEthan B. Farnum’s store, Springheld. 

1875—Office of IVhitewater Register and other buildings. 

1875—Office of WValworth County Liberal, Elkhorn. 

1875—Goff's grain house, Delavan village. 

t875—Nathan W. Mower’s barn, lightning-struck and burned. 

1875—Hollis Latham’s house, one of the oldest at llkhorn. 

1876—Doane’s and other stores, Delavan. 

1876—Isaac Way's house, with two children, North Geneva. 

1876—Darien Water-cure building. 

1879—[piscopal rectory, Elkhorn, badly damaged. 

1879—State School for the Deaf, Delavan. 

1880— Steamer “.\rrow, in Geneva lake. 

188i—Benjamin T. Fowler's house and cheese factory, Heart 
DPaarie: 

188:1—John G. Flack’s house and creamery, North Geneva. 

1881—~A\rtemas Baird's house, Elkhorn. 

1884— Coolev E. Wing's house, Elkhorn. 

i885—Wilham Harwood’s barn, Little Prairie. lghtning-struck 


‘oe 





and burned. 

1S86—Dublic school building, Eedkhorn. 

1888—Railway passenger house, Elkhorn. 

18go—Dynamite explosion and fire at Doane’s store, Delavan, him- 
self and another killed. 

i8go—George W. Ferris’s house, lIkhorn. 

18g1—Alrs. Margaret Casey's house, [EeIkhorn. 

1Wg1—The Daniel Botsford house, lélkhoru. 

18gi—Steamer “City of Lake Geneva.” in Geneva lake. 

ISo200 The John Driscoll house, elkhorn. 

1893 Wilham IWOOChambers’s house, Lauderdale Lake. 

18G3 -— Strow hotel and twelve more stores and shops, Delavan. 

TSo3— Tield fire. west of Elkhorim. threatened the whole village. 

1So3—-Nachel’s dairy supply building, Elkhorn. 

I8g3—-lsaac Moorhouse’s dwelling, North Geneva. 

1i8o4—-Winting Llouse. Lake Geneva. 

r8o4-—Hollenheek cottage. lauderdale. 

tSgo——Barns and cattle on Franklin Tl. lames’s farm, La favette. 
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rs96—linplement Company's store and Lore’s laundry, Elkhori. 
Mrs. Lore fatally burned. 

1896—Clitford A. Mower’s store and Grove creainery, Bowers. 

1896—Bunnstead’s butter factory, Elkhorn. 

1898—FFrank Luimb’s store. 

1898—Mirs. Casey's house, Elkhorn. 

1899— James I*. Jude's hotel, barn. etc., East Troy. 

1899—William DeGroff’s house, Williams Bay. 

1900—Patrick Campbell's house, Walworth. 

1g00—John H. Lauderdale’s house, Elkhorn. 

1900—Nlettowce Hotel, by Delavan lake. 

1901—Daniel Carey's barn, ete., Darien. 

190I—Kenilworth Inn, Delavan lake. 

1902—House on the William Lincoln farin, Spring Prairie. 

1g02—Ira Enders's house and contents, Delavan. 

1go2—\W\. Allen Barnes’ mill, or shop, Elkhorn (once a church). 

1902—William, .\Ibert and Juha Wickinson burned with their 
house, in Lagrange. 

1902—Workshop and instruments at Observatory, near Willianis 
Bay. 

1903—Ernest Hand's barn and cattle, Sugar Creek, lghtning- 
struck and burned. 

1903—James Cutler's barn, Darien,—largest in the county. 

1903—Public school house at Lake Geneva. 

1904—John \W. Tfare’s store, Walworth village. 

1904—Arthur Deist’s house, East Troy. 

1907—Baptist church, Elkhorn. 

1908—Robert Opitz carriage shop, Kast Trov. 

1g08—James Baldwin's house, Darien 





1908—L. P. Sutter's barn, Delavan, one of largest in county. 
1908—House on Ikames farm, Lafayette. 

1909—Wilbur Lumber Compauy's mill, Floney Creek. 
1909—Town Tlall, two stores and shop, Darien. 

rgto—House on Joseph Tembach farm, near Floney Creek. 
Igri—AMiillard [. Mills’s farmhouse, EIkhorn, 


CE APT ERS 
TOWN OF BLOOMFIELD. 


It is not now known why town 1 north, of range 18 east, was so named. 
There was Bloomfield, Essex county, northern New Jersey, and there was its 
namesake in Ontario county. New York, which is now two towns, East Bloom- 
held and West Bloomfheld. It does not appear that any considerable number 
of settlers came from any of these places. It is not improbable that the early 
nanung of Bloom prairie led to this appropriate name for the whole town. It 
has Linn westward, Lyons northward, Randall and Wheatland. both in Neno- 
sha county, eastward, and the Hlinois towns of Richmond and Hebron, in 
MeHenry county, southward. At the primitive division of the county into five 
towns the southeastern quarter constituted the town of Geneva. By further 
legislation, January 23, 1844, Bloomfeld, Fludson and Linn were severally 
set off from the parent town for home rule. There is in Waushara county, 
too, a township named Bloomfield, whence arises part of the ditheulty im 
identifying the soldiers of the Civil war for whom credit should be given to 
this part of Walworth county. 

The surface of the town is as fair to look upon as that ot an¢ part of 
the county or of the neighboring counties. “Though there is no great extent 
of level prairie, its shght unevenness nowhere breaks abruptly ito till coun- 
try, nor are there great areas of low-lying swamp. Its wooded sections are 
fairly distributed. The tintber is mostly oak of the usual varieties, on the 
level and Ineh ground, while a few patches of swamp lands are coy- 
ered with  tamaracks. These evergreen-bearing swamps are — often 
or generally peat-bottomed, with blue clay underlying. Modern scien- 
tifte farming will at some time lead away the water and convert the peat into 
fertile soil, Vhe Nippersink, by its three valleys and those of its little tribu- 
taries, distributes the relatively small marsh surtaees fairly about the town. 
Mong the Nenoshan border the Powers lake chain i sections 13. 24, a small 
part of Ryans lake in section 3. Vell’s lake, in seetions 15. 22, and a few 
glacial pot-holes, subtract abot g28 acres from the total area of the town 
That is, official estinyate shows 22,112 acres of land surface: but. as the well- 
informed reader is aware, owing to survevor’s slight inaccuracies. as well 


as to the convergence northward of all meridian lines, township areas are 
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not invariably 23,040 acres of land and water. Bloom prairie reaches out imto 
Hebron and Linn, about two-thirds way across the town northward and some- 
thing hke one-third way eastward from the line of Linn; and its primitive 
unplowed beauty was in no way deceitful. 

The whole town, for the first torty years of its settlement, yielded the 
usual fair to full returns in gram and root; but, like its neighboring towns, it 
has found its truer value in its adaptation to corn raising and .dairy produe- 
tion. Returns for 1910 made to the county clerk show these acreages of 
improved land: Barley, 301: . 2; €or, 1,339; erovine timber 
1 AOg nas iieldy IroOl Cals, 2.43): potatoes, 1037 Tye, 74; wheat. 30. Aue 
ee shows census of live sang a true values: 3.093 cattle, 652,000; 845 


hogs, $9,300: S04 horses, eee two mules, $) 200: 1,050 sheep. $3,900. 
and valtics tor OW leo; 41.00 eat ain average Of $75.27 per acre, for 
village, 458 acres at ee per dere, whole Gale Bei tos The valuation 
of town and village 1s 5.01 per cent. of that of the entire county. 

The population of Bloomfeld, including Genoa Junction. at seven fed- 
eial enumerations, Was: 1850, 870-1600) 1.140: 1870, 1,091; 1880, 1,007: 
beaG, 19107) 1900, 1.314: 1910, aos, lin ayos, the state census gave thie 
village 710 imhabitants and &56 to the rest of the town. The census of 1g10 
shows a loss of one for the village. 

The permanent settlement of the town began late in 1836 with the com- 
ing of Henry Kimball and his son, Oramel, who made their claim in section 6. 
The elder pioneer brought his wite, Neziah, and sueh family as they had, 
from Otsego county, as soon as he had made for them a home in the solitude. 
He was born in July, 1783. and died January 31, t851. His wife was born 
in 1783 and died August 10, 1852. Oramel was born May 29, 1815, and 
died in the town of Delavan, June 27, 1882. His wife, Lucinda, who outhved 
him, was born in 1830. 

The earliest coming family was that of Tlarry and [lizabeth Tupper, 
late in 1837. Their son, Silas Wright Tupper, eldest of four children known, 
was born in the town, June 24, 1838; enlisted in 1861 as a private of Com- 
pany K. Eighth Infantry: re-enlisted in 1863: was transferred December 28, 
1864, to Veteran Reserve Corps; died Iebruary 2, 1865, in the military 
hospital at Indianapolis. The other children were Sarah .\., born in 1844; 
Norman H., born in 1846: Ellen A.. born in 1848. Harry Tupper died in 
California. Flizabeth. daughter of [kh and Dorothy Moody, was boru Mareh 
2, 1813; died May 1, 188. Jol and Levi Moody were her brothers, both 


as 


unmarried, and both eame among the settlers of 1838. 
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Among other best remembered settlers from 1837 to 1840, inclusive, 
were Hiram and Clarissa Barker, Thomas Buckland, John and Clarissa 
Chapin, Jonathan P. and \W. Densmore Chapin, Charles Dorathy, Timothy H. 
Fellows, Carl Freeman, Saniuel T. Flateh and wife, Caroline: Jerenmah and 
Orpha Jerrod, Andrew and John Michael Kull, Wilham Kk. May, Welcome J. 
Miller, Marcus Moody, Doric C. Porter, Dan and Eliza Rowe, Thomas Peck 
Rutenber (1809-1855) and Polly Brazee, his wife: Sebastian and .\pollonia 
Schurman, Benjamin Franklin Trow (1802-1870) and wite, Aurelia H. 
(1814-1890) ; Ebenezer and Mary Tupper, Everton \Walker, Jonathan Ward, 
Isaac White, Jr. 

Within the next eight vears came Samuel and William Allen, Thomas 
Beeden and wife, Ehzabeth (1810-184 9), Schuyler Besteder (1800-1883) 
and wife Eliza Jane (1806-1889), Dewitt C. Blakeman, Morris Wait Blod- 
gett, John Brown, J. Sidney Buell, edward Bundy, Conrad Burget, John 
Burns, William Worth Byington, David \Ward Carey, Enoch B. and James 
B. Carter, Levinus Carver, George FEI. Christian, Simon Wailhaims Clark, 
Robert Cobb, Dudley Wesley Cook, Peter L. Craver, Edward Crowell, Will- 
jain Doughten, Delamore Duncan, .\lfred W. Dver, George Woodward Ed- 
wards, James Ervin, «Andrew lverson, Walliam lfaulkner, George [ield. 
Langdon Filkins, Jason lobes, John Chesley I’ord, -\biel, Joseph and Russell 
Fuller, James Grier, Dike W. Hall. Jonah Llanchett. Jr.. Daniel P. Handy, 
Ephraim and Nathan Harrison, Dewitt C. Hay, -\Janson K. Hill, Charles 
High, James C. Latour, Valorous D. Manning, Eth Manor, Stillman Moores, 
John 11. Nichols, Edwin Ruthven and [Enos Uanchett Olden, Ira A. Pell, 
Thomas Peters, John Yerwell Petty, Oakley .\. Phillips. Preston Brewer 
Plumb, Joshua Post, Arehibald, David and James Primmer, Solon Read and 
Alinda M., lis wife, Lyin Kedington, Cyrus and Erastis i> lee. tlinam 
J. Sawyer, Joseplt Wo Searles, Jolin Sibley, Gearee Sinnth> Clark: Vy ilies 
Spatard, .\mtof VW. and Samuel HH. Statiord Sibner Strickland 
(t&ty-1900), Philo C. Vaylor, Flannlton Temple, Dr. Oliver S. Tit- 
liv, Jerennal and William (4. Truesdell, sane! Wands ewliehaei yy iclem 
Wilham H. Whiting, Nathaniel B. Whittier, Wilham Ro Wilkins, Thomas 
Wilson, Abner Wing, John Wood. \lanson and Silas P. Wright. .\ few of 
these may have bought government land without intending to settle. One 
such iistanee was that of Audrew Galbraith Miller, for many years judge 
of the federal court at Milwaukee, who bought in section 13. .\ larger nun- 
ber went a few years later to other towns, counties, or states; and a few of 
the old settlers died within the next few years. 
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Neither from public and private records. nor trom the memory of aging 
luen and women ot the next following generation, are now to be gathered, 
with fair approach to fullness or exactness, many facts as to the earlier lives 
and later careers of the fathers and mothers of the county; though something 
nmught yet be done to recover and preserve these “little lmes of yesterday,” 
were time and much effort to be given to such labor of love. The following 
notes include a few names of later comers: 

Ileman HH. Men) (1813-1888) married Caroline B. (1816-1892), 
daughter of Calvin P. (1798-1861) and Pamela Gay. 

Hiram Barker (1801-1884) married Clarissa .\. Bronson (1808-1879). 

Elizabeth (1810-1849), wite of Thomas Beeden, was buried at Lake 
Geneva. Thomas and wife Jane were living in 1860. 

Adeline, daughter of Thomas Buckland, was married in february, 1841, 
by Judge Baker, to Wilham Willams, of Metlenry county. This was the 
first marriage in Bloomfield. 

Wihham Worth Byington (1822-1909), a native of Vermont, married, 
first. -\deline. daughter of Abner Wing and Mehetabel Ingham; second, Mrs. 
sarah B. (Newton) Pier. He was for several years in business at Lake 
Geneva, and caine in 1876 to Elkhorn, where he died. 

Enoch Boutell Carter (1819-1902), son of Leonard and Versts, was born 
at Leominster, Massachusetts. Charlotte (1824-1y10) was daughter of \Will- 
iam Vineent and Lydia Wilcox. Enoch married in 1845. 

Jonathan Patterson Chapin, son of John and Clarissa, married, March 
18, 1841, Sarah, daughter of Jerenuah and Orpha Jerrod. 

Samuel Rogers Darrow ( 18og-18g1) was a native of Herkimer county, 
New York. 

Charles Dorathy (1811-1893), son of Joseph, came in 1840 to Bloom- 
field. His first wate was Mary, daughter of Ebenezer and Mary Tupper. Fits 
second wife was Eliza Kimball. 

Delamore Duncan, son of William and wife, Ruth Gilmore. was a broth- 
er-in-law of Timothy HH. I*ellows. 

George Jield married I¢mimna, daughter of \biel Fellows and Doreas 
Hopkins. 

Nathan Efarrison was born in 1801 and died in 1883. .\nna, lus wie, 
was born in 1804 and died in 1887. 

Samuel Tucker Hateh (1802-1882), son of Llarman (whose wife was 
named Tucker), came in 184o to section 12. Ilis first wife was named Caro- 
line: his second was Mrs. Lucey Small. It is not known that he was of the 
same fanily as others of his name. in Delavan, Geneva, Linn, or elsewhere. 
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Charles High (1809-1887) was probably son of Charles and Christine, 
of Washington county, New York. He came in 1841 to section 30, and 
married Nancy B. Rolfe, of Milwaukee. His farm was one of the largest 
and best in the town. 

Alanson King Hill (1813-1894) was born at Canton, New York, and 
died at Lake Geneva. THis wife was Nancy Agnes Wellwood. 

There was in Bloomfield, long ago, and perhaps is yet, a second Kimball 
family, of German origin. From tombstones it is inferred that the name 
was Nimpel, and changed by local pronunciation to the more familiar form. 
Carl F., of this family (1814-18y1), had wife, Anna IE. (1826-1885 ). 

James C. Latour (1795-1883) was born in New York (city). He came 
with wife, Christina (1798-1856). to sections 3, 10. 

John Loveland (1810-1886) was born at Middletown, Connecticut. Tle 
came in t&41 with wife. Elizabeth Latour (1814-1906). 

Eli Manor (1822-1885) was son of Joseph and Louisa Lueia Manor 
(Vhis name is spoken “Man-dre.”). Fle built the only hotel now at the June- 
tion. 

EH Moody (1780-1843) and wife Dorothy (1784-1847). Of their 
known children, Ehzabeth was Mrs. Harry Tupper: Levi (1808-1890) died 
unmarried; John died October 27, 1862, in naval hospital at Mound City, 
Hlinois, seemingly in gunboat service. .\Hred (1815-1881) may have been 
of Ith’s family. 

Stillman Moores bought land in sections 14, 23. fis wife, Mary (1807- 
1880), was daughter of William and Susannah Coleman. 

[Enos Hanechett Olden (born 1822) came about 1842 to section 15, and 
soon afterward married Julia .\. Gregg (born 1826). Their farm, now 
lisha T. Itibbard’s, has been found rather remarkably adapted to  fruit- 
raising. 

fra A. Pell (1800-1871). namesake of the lakelet in section 15, married 
Mary L. (1816-1883), daughter of Ephrann and .\lida larmer, 

Otis B. Phillips (1798-185——) aud wife Olive (1800-1865) were buried 
at Lake Geneva. He may have been son or brother of Oakley .\. Phillips, 
who may have been a non-resident buyer in section 31. 

James Primmer (born 1816) and wife flannah (bern t821). daughter 
of Philip and Rebecea Shaver. were natives of Rensselaer county, They came 
to section 7. 

John Sibley was one of the founders of the [Episcopal society. Tis 
son, Charles W. (county clerk 1833-7), married Lucey, daughter of biel 
Fellows and Doreas Hopkins. 
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James eliza Irow, daugehter of Benjani |. and Aurchaiigeant cin 
born in the town—October 8 183g—lived to marry and died about 1871. 

Everton \Walker (born 1810) and wife Susan (born 1814) came to 
section 4 11 1839. They left the state later than 1860. 

Jonathan \Ward (1814-1872) married lelecta King (1820-1894) aud 
came to section 5 in 1837. In 1860 they had five children. They were buried 
at Lake Geneva. Sirs. Ward seems to have become Mrs. .\dams. 

Silas P. Wright (1815-1896) was born near Sackett’s Tlarbor; lived 
on section 20, Bloomfield; died at Lake Geneva. Mary, his wife, was born 
in 1810. 

Bloomheld centre—not Centre 
the site of an early school house, a half-mile south of the town-centre, on the 








was but a convenient way of denoting 


diagonal road from Geneva to Richmond (or, a little later, to Genoa). This 
house for long served as a meeting place of religious gatherings and early 
societies, and for other township purposes. The first school was taught in 
1840 by Mrs. Electa (King) Ward, in section 6, at a house built for her 
use as a private school. There is now a district school house on her husband's 
farm, at the center of section 5. There are at present in the town (the village 
not included) six school districts, of which two are joint distriets——No. 6 with 
one oes with Kandall,in Itcnosha connty, 

The whole number of soldiers of the Civil war whose service was eredited 
to Bloomfeld was one hundred thirty-one. If not all of these were really 
residents of the town the non-residents were fairly offset by the men of 
Blooinfield who were enrolled for other towns. Her volunteers turned out 
promptly in the first two vears, and her citizens voted hberal bounties mi order 
to fill later calls for troops. Vhe town was well represented in the l’ourth 
Infantry-Cavalry and the Eighth and Twenty-second Infantry, and by smaller 
numbers in many other comniands. Company K, Eighth Infantry, the Live 
Eagle regiment, was credited with thirty-six battles and skirmishes, 1 six 
states. Its orderly sergeant, Theodore .\. Fellows, returned as its third cap- 
tain, after exactly four vears of constantly active service. 

The town and village records are quite full and generally legible. The 
clerks have usually been chosen for their fitness, and have often been re- 
elected. The books for 1850 are as easily read as printed script. Uhe clerk 
for that year was Mr. Youlen, a young farmer who had at that time a work- 
ing partnership with David \W. Carey, and whom nobody but the latter's son, 
Julian M. Carey, seems now to remember. The official lst for the town of 
Bloomfield 1s as follows: 
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CHAIRMEN OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 
William gaia Fond cs vdolpnwemdiiese esas Se 1862 
Cvrus Ructe= seas Tom see 410 seca) Meg Pc tc) | (eee ee 1876-79 
(Co SMe rors © Secnt bye NaN) yep = 1880, ‘82-84 
Timothy Hlopkins Fellows _--_- CO) cen emilee 1885-97 
TOO OS gee Wesel OlinNGc m= sees 1898-1900 
Sani hs ye pineae aes e res eer Ts (ee NO Mas ae genteniitG beer! 1901, 02 
Dassidy Ward: Gite, =e ae [850 Charles \\. GRbes S22 eee 1903 
ideman. Ce Stew atie=e = ee Post) ohn bea otinan Se eee 1904-05 
Schuyler \\ arc: Benson_.__ soe (li jah ibband ase 1906-08 
[Seo 75 Glitionmoee: Mold 272 2a eee 1909 
William Densmore Chapii-_--- frederick C, Paskie, res:2. 10 1@ asm 
TO53-55, COumem os. Of, st" Elijah To dibbard [actos eee IQII 
Amos \Vagitian Staord].. = Blijaly Todeibbard?electen2 =a 1Qi2 

Pons 0. O79 09 emg 
ASSOCIATE SUPERVISORS. 

Mirgicd Lebel. 2222 1863, 74, 75 frederick (Gleasonseeetss5. SO 
Veicsetiiei aN lei SS [Ot ee ie ee ets eee oe 1905. 06 
Syl initeiie Viena see (873. 77-80 Orville XP Garison-_-1660) ce. om 
HheMiaeel,ecden —222222. 1847, “49 (Kliyjah T. Flibbard_-_18go, ‘99. 1900 
Gil Me pelSOM sete 1873 slrederick [lemmimes =o 2-2. S- I8Q1-G3 
schusler \Ward Bemson_.-18j49, 51 John Eottinaieaee= == 1894, ‘Y&-1Yyo3 


0 a Rae ET es eigen 1866, “81 
William Fra Buell-_ 1867-72, ‘82-84 
rennet) (Cc = 
Ted@-) 51 .e ee 
Jolin Chapin 
Robert eU abla. . = see Toot. 62, "65 
Timothy Hopkins Fellows_-—--- 
1856. 957. (65 
Cliarles \W PorhtsSayae ego, 02 


Lenoch 


Daniel Forbes. 222 =. 2 eres 1881 
William Forbes ~ ~__- Wesiente to 75 
Ruuclresy, “\\@s tcl = eee 1888-93 
Ydolph Precise 1861, 63 
Josenh inlet 22a ae I8s4. 55 
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Selle Mice See 1848 
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HEU eae Sh igen eee 1852 
William G. Katzenberger_— 1909-12 
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ACOMWME Eds oo a 1904 
Mice Pew Webi. Soo.0 kk 1860 
Welcome Joseph Miller__-__ 1868-69 
[Paice eeeroores 26a 1903 
ienosmilanenert Olden.o.222-.- 1867 
ea cnemce salmitier —-2.20 24+ _ 1853 
itegenck C. Paskie___....— 1907-09 
Mgmt nea @e. 2. AS 1806 
SOlonnced =). -2 2 -2_.-= 1859. ‘72 

TOWN 
Lyman Redington (2 mos.)----1844 
Wallam Densmore Chapin_._—- 1844 
Nee Oily Ober werer = oo on 3 1845 
(GeOngemiici 22-25 258 1846-47 
ING OotEMOROOTeS: 25 2.2 tS 1848 
So TINT] oem Cel) ings 1849 
rine OU soo 22-228 1850 
Pmecm om so sOn. 2) . Losi 00 
Giames Vor sibleysoc=_-_. 1852, °63 
Wilham Worth Byington_~~1853-57 
Pelee bc leno 22 -....--- 1838 
CEOECC, (Cette 7 1859-61 
labo 2 lo) 1862 


Grrus Kuce [2222252 eee 1844 
itn a2 oa ¥ Chas = 1850 

mos \Wavinan Stafford ~---- 
1845-46, “58, “64 
Mean: potent =.= 1850 
Venton Valero. 22. 2 1856 
CAV iie OOO: 1.2220 1857-58 
Ira Williams ..2..2...222 1855, 62 
panitiel 4], \Vilsom22 2222s ee ae 

CLERKS. 

*Charles Augustus Noyes, Jr.. 
1864-65 

‘TPrederiek > eritald. 2e= 1o07-a0 
1872-75, 1878-9 
damn @ sliowler Sooo eeeec ee 1870 
Wilhanielii@seeden! 2-22-22 1871 
Julian Mfareellus Carey____- 1876-77 
ANCKOwW. WV oster_ 22 ae eae 1880-84 
Charles Derby Blanke____1885-1901 
Citton sino d pees. 1902-04 
John Dégenan 222222552 1QO5-10 
POG UCWIEEON ¢ Sela lS ements 1QIO-12 


Mr. Deignan having resigned in 1910, Alr. Hafs was appointed for that 


TOWN TREASURER. 


Peat. 
JOD ciel erie 1844-45 
Wilhiain Densmore Chapin-_ 1840-49 
ewes lakeinan. +2 1850 


[2 CVO (CG) (os i rr 1853-54 
(oO Ot  _ 1855 
(oon a 22 Sn 1856 
[Gee | Nee 1857 
amibemmeiell @ 222) 1838 


SiMeMms.¢ ATTOWeoos =. ewe 18s9 
SGomemcel ~..2-s.222 1860-62, “64 
fee arhatnsS  -- 2. eee 1863 
Orouve! WNitnball: 222/02 25 eee 1805 
Charles .\ugustus Noyes_—~- 1866-68 
Siem ler 2.22222 228 t 86U-70 
Pei BA anies-_----- 1871-1885 
eric elo len. 2 ee 1886-1891 


Elijah VT. UWibbard______ 1&2. 1402 
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Jolt Finbbaraeaalic ioe Iso3g-05  Nichardex’ Llofiman= 22-222 1904-08 
Frank Marshall Niiller----__ 75c0-00, Henry Isinball 22222222 1909 
Fe Nibert Gibbse7=-- ae 1OCO-O1 J bore Wy) orbes = 2222 eee IQIO-II 
VRC, ore eee ene 1003 © Charles Giliord 2.622322 1QI2 


a 


few assessors are named between 1855 and 1gt1: William Besteder, 
1855-6; Donald Forbes, 1881-g1: Bryant T. Benson, 1882 and 1908-11; 
George R. Allen, 1883-4; Alfred Darling, 1892; Edwin O. Null, 1894-1906; 
Frank A. Grout, 1907,—whenee it appears that sometitnes there were two 
ASSeSSOTS. 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 


eimai eo eiasses 22 e TOM ines eis) to sy gal, 
Ot: Seen) (eee ee 19005, 07, Edwin O. Rulle222e2e eee 1892 
PSE Jol iene a ee ee 1910 David Sine... 222 222558 1877-85 
Wesitu Cs blakeman= see (S50, 61 Jolimicore see 1888, ‘go. 1900 
MMe eae Catey soe ess eee 1875 \\dlhamie Ge Meores \ saa 1884 
OTC Wea Olies= anos sees 1908 Frederick Ce raskicw sae ee 1909 
Charles R. [‘oster__1864-75, 1880-93 George C. Perry.--------- 1859-63 
palit wile Cr eee ee 1862 Charles ie Prout =a eee 1898 
isdeiiekee er (snout, Yo25 02522 roO2) “biel: Iced “24a a eee 1868 
Be OKENY a \\ eels, Yo Ve o2- o (909, to Siederick C. Richatdsone ee sor 
Nathan Llartison._.__1868-75, “76-83 “sblenny ©. ioberts.-_22 222. 1884-87 
Hehe, Me seit 222 asco 1860" Wai Gwenee 222. 2 oes 1842, 65 
eligeaty le bios os os. Whos: Agia staltord ee 1870 

TOOT, 10C3, 04°10 Pines Ss stlson. === oa 1866 
Hiprace jolijism) 222s. s5 Fao? 06.) "vy dais cove 8&8 v., 91-97 
OVS Ne Nero) tinct rao3. 05. Joel weenie... eee [860 


‘These dates are usually those of the several elections for a term of two 
years; but two dates conneeted by a dash indicate beginnning and end of 
service. Vaeancies, filled for one year, are shown by letter “y.” Only names 
of justices who filed with the elerk of the court certificates of their cleetion 
are shown, because of the uncertainty as to which of others elected took the 
oath of office. 


GENOA JU NORIGN 


Nature drew no line between the sovercignties of Hlinois and Wiseonsin. 
The fair and fertile fields of Bloomfield, Linn, Walworth, and Sharon 
stretch far southward into the older state. The village of Richmond is about 


WALWORTIT COUNTY, WISCONSIN, 235 


two miles below the point at which the Nippersink abandons Wisconsin, little 
more than a stone's throw from the state line. Its slightly earlier settlement 
and its immediate growth as a center of local trade, with similar development 
at the foot of Geneva Jake, placed churehes, schools, mills, shops and stores 
within fairly convenient reach of the earlier-coming farmers of Bloom- 
field, and thus retarded village platting in that town. 

In or about 1850 James F. Dickerson came to improve the mill-site and 
tu lay out a village. which was named Genoa, a little below the united Nip- 
persink and on its left bank, in section 35, within a quarter-mile of the state 
line. Its railway distances are: I*rom Chieago, 77.3 niles; from Riehmond, 
Peemiies, trom Lake Geneva, $.7 miles; irom Nenosha, 27.5 niles? trom 
Harvard, 16.8 miles. All its railway eonnections are by two intersecting 
Chicago & Northwestern lines. In no long time arose oecasional confusion 
in the mail service because of another Genoa in Delxalb county, Hlinots, 
To avoid this the word “Junction” was added to the village name, and now 
Genoa postoffee is in Vernon county, Wisconsin. The territorial road from 
Kenosha to Beloit passed through the present village plat, within the Inuts 
of whieh it is named Walworth street. The village hes on slightly uneven 
ground, giving easy ascents and ready drainage. Its appearance as a whole 
and in detail is clean and homelike, its roadways hard and smooth, and its 
cement walks are now measurable in miles. In the modern ways of city hte 
this village may be regarded as sulburban—directly and quickly reached from 
Chicago by four daily trains. 

Charles A. Noyes bought in 1853 a share in the null property, and also 
built the Cottage Inn, to wiuel the Manor Flouse succeeded in 1871 and 
remains as the Junction House. Mr. Dickerson had died, and .\dolph FF ree- 
tan had married his widow and for a short tame controlled the mill manage- 
ment. Mr. Noyes was followed by Vhomas Carter and .\. J. Goin, from 
whom the mill passed to Jobn .\lexander Pierce, of Mallard, and Charles 
Covell, and in later succession to John .\lbert Pierce, the Genoa Junction 
Campana julian A Carey. Within few vears Airy @arey turned the 
water-power to its present use, that of supplying the village with electric 
light. The Pierees were father and son, and their ownership of the mill 
Was in more than one way memorable. 

Weleome J. Miller came in 1850 from Kenosha, where he had well 
learned his business, and began work as a maker of carriages and farm 
wagons of sueh quality and workmanlike finish as to secure a wide market 
for his steadily inereasing produetion. [lis two older boys, as they grew to 


manhood, became his partners, and tor Jong the Maller wagon made the firm 
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and the village famous. Modern conditions of manufacture and sale do 
not long permit the several rivalries of small estabhshments. Mr. Muller 
died in 1885 and the sons have been toreed into more humbly useful repair- 
ig and snuth-work, 

The Borden Condensed Milk Company, whose produets reach the fron- 
tiers of civilization, has here one of its large and fully equipped factories, 
handling the local supply of milk to the extent of forty thousand pounds 
daily, aud making Genoa Junction an important shipping station. 

Il. Albert Gibbs has here an ice cream factory. the product of which 
finds its market in this and several near-lving counties. Elis business seems 
likely to be permanent, and is an important addition to the village enter- 
prises. 

The yearly production, and shipment by railway, of cabbages has be- 
come a noticeable feature of local industry. 

The earliest postoffice here was named Bloomfield, and was successively 
named Genoa and Genoa Junction, There is no local record of postmasters 
in their order of service and with beginning of each one’s term of office, but 
the following list is as full and accurate as men’s memories now supply: 
James S. Stilson, Schuyler We Benson, Julian We Carey. 1878; \tbert E- 
Sunons, 1885+; John Coppersmith, 1889; Lauson G. Deignan, 1893; Dexter 
B. Molton; Julian Marcellus Carey, 1897: Charles Hl. Prouty, 1go8. 


RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES, 


Kev. Leniuel Tall, a pioneer clergyman then of Geneva, came .\pril 5. 
1846, to help Rev. Leonard Rogers in the work of organizing a Congrega- 
tional society. with twelve members, at the center school house. About 1852 
its meeting place was fixed at Genoa. ti the pastorate of Mr. Caldwell a 
sighthy and convement chireh was built at Park and lreeman streets at 
a cost (with bell) of nearty five thousand dollars. This was in 1864-5. .\d- 
dition was made in t&92 for Sunday school room and parlors. The preseut 
membership is forty-four persons. Dr. Benjamin J. Bill has been clerk of 
the society for more years than he can tell without reference to churel record. 
[lis nearest predecessor was Mrs. Asa C. Rowe. Mrs. Frances Bundy, one 
of the earhest members, is vet living, near the village, in her cighty-sixth 
year, her mind clear and filled with memories of vounger Bloomfield.  Vhe 
succession Of pastors is: Leonard Rogers, 1846; J. V2 Downs: Christopher 
Columbus Caldwell, 854: Francis J. Douglas, 1869; Charles Fl. Fraser, 1883: 
Hirai W. tarbangh, 1880; Henry O. Spelinan. t890; Bryant C. Preston. 
1892: James B. Orr (three months), 1893: Lberbert .\. Kerns, 18932 Joseph 
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W. Helmer, 1895; Frank B. Hicks, 1897: Alexander EF. Cutler, 1904; Benja- 
min F, Ray; Frank Atkinson; Charles Parmiter, 1g1o. There was now and 
then an interregnum in this pastoral succession—generally not more than of 
one year's length. 

It has been told as a fact of town history that the first religious society 
organized was by twelve Methodists, at the center school house, in 1841. 
Tlowever this may have been, except for prayer meetings at convenient 
houses, the members of this denomination attended church at Richmond until 
1887. In that year they met at Spice’s Hall, in Genoa Junction, Rev. Daniel 
Cross holding services. In the next year they built a Sunday school room 
with “supper room” above. This was in the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Smith, 
In 1894 the main building was finished and dedicated, with Rev. Frank C. 
Richardson as pastor. 

Rt. Rev. Jackson Kemper held Episcopal service in August, 1848, at 
Mr. Whiting’s house in section 32, administered communion to members of 
the Whiting and Sibley families, and a Whiting daughter. The parish of the 
Ifoly Communion was organized in October with William H. Whiting and 
John Sibley as wardens and Samuel Allen, Robert Moore, Charles \W. Sibley 
and Roval Sikes as vestrymen. Rev. Messrs. McNamara, Ludlum, Peters 
and Studley were successively rectors of this parish, and a few years later 
the rectors at Lake Geneva came over monthly. In the absences of clerical 
attendance, as at present, the service is read by lay readers. Mr. Whiting 
built a chapel in 1849 on section 29, for temporary use; but it has not vet been 
replaced by a more permanent building. 

The lvangelical Lutheran society was organized in tSXi, its mem- 
bership including eight families. tt owns a lot in the northern part of thie 
village, but holds its services in alternate afternoons at the Congregational 
church. Its pastorate is suplied from Lake Geneva or Slade’s Corners. Its 
present membership is about forty families. 

The German Methodist society was formed in 1885. in connection with 
the church at Bristol, Nenosha county. It holds no property. but uses the 
Methodist church fortnightly in summer and once in three weeks in winter. 
[ts membership is about twenty-five. 


CORPS IEKCINI SIN TERICSTS. 


The State Bank of Genoa Junction was organized in ryo4 with Flicl M. 
Holton as president, John Moore as vice-president, Thomas Moore as cashier, 
and six stockholders besides. The capital was five thousand dollars. This 
bank seems to have made but one yearly report. 
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Chester .\. Stone had been for some time in business at the village as a 
private banker. In 1g04 he found it practicable and advisable to bring his 
business under statutory provisions. With thirty-five other stockholders he 
organized the Citizens State Bank, with twelve thousand dollars capital, 
James Grier .\llen as president. Hoxie W. Snith as vice-president, and )him- 
self as cashier. lost of these stockholders are men of the town and village, 
and of Lake Geneva. 

About 1889 Capt. Luther Granger Riggs, soldier, poet and editor, began 
to publish the Genou Junction Journal, as a thus localized edition of his paper 
at Richmond. Ile was one of the order of eryv-aloud, spare-not country editors, 
and seemed to think that peace is dear at any price and too inglorious for an 
ex-centurion., Plis nuiltant editorship was regarded as vigorous and racy, and 
it was rather overcharged with his own personality. J1is paper leaned to- 
ward prohibitionism and the abolition of mimor evils. Tle suffered some 
loss from a lawless entry upon his premises at Richmond, with attendant 
malicious mischief, as, some dumping of type cases or newspaper forms into 
the Nippersink. Elis troubled career ended with his death, October 31, 18g1. 
Fle was then aged about fifty years. 

In 1900 a new paper, the Times, began under ownership of Elurley B. 
Begun, followed about 1902 by Charles F. Dixon; in 1903 by .\. M. Spence 
(but mitials are doubttul): 11 1903 by Uhauiicey 2\.2 swelison met oogmns 
Morris B. Rice: in tgott by Swenson F. Foster, by whom it was discontinued 
about the end of the year. 


VILLAGE GRG. ws IZ. TION. 


At an election held July 23, 1go1, the citizens of Genoa Junction ac- 
cepted a village charter hy vote of 127 to 1o7, _ iis was on tlie pentionsan 
Dr. Benjamin |. Bill) Johan M. Carey, [411 %. @lanor, fol, Moore, ldiamd 
Niller and Chester 2estenc. Walleun Chile, countyeshivevar, testaliciien 
the village boundaries and made a plat for record at Elkhorn. The first vil- 
lage board was made up of Russell lolmes as president. with Dr. Benjamin J. 
Bill, Charles D. Gibbs, George Gookin, H. Frederick Henning, [tl ‘FE. Manor, 
edward Miller, as trustees: Charles 0). Blanke as clerk, flowlbert Gibbs as 
treasurer, and Julian 4%. Carey as member of the county board, “Alr. [lolnies 
is still president, having been relieved only in 1904 and 1910, in which years 
John Tt. Miller was chosen. Mr. Blanke’s service as clerk has continued with- 
out an interval. The MattnetresSurers “electedeavene Clarence.) Gui oman 
tyo2, Charles 11. Prouty in tqo6, Lanson G. Deignan in roo8, .\. Willis Flyde 


WoevowORLH COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 239 


1809. Joseph W. Westlake became assessor in 1902, and William E. Trow in 
1903 and is still in service. Mr. Carey served four years on the county 
board, followed in 1905 by Capt. Theodore A. Fellows, who served till his 
death. February 10, 1912: and in April Mr. Carey was called back. Dr. Bill 
has been and is yet health officer. 


Char PEK 


TOWN AND VILLAGE OF DARIEN. 


The land area of the township of Darien is given officially as 22,700 
acres, leaving 340 acres (Surveyors errors excepted) under water. Turtle 
creek comes out of Delavan and flows in the devious way of prairie streams 
for more than eight miles to reach the line of Bradford, in the next county, 
making a sigmoid flexure through sections 13, 12, 11, 10, 15, 16, 21, 17, 18, 
its exit from Darien nearly due west from its entrance. Its tributaries are 
few and small, the two larger ones coming out of Sharon, crossing sections 
32 and 31 near Allen Grove and ineeting the Turtle beyond the county line. 
The wooded areas were greatest in sections 3, 4.9. The smaller forests and 
eroves are so distributed through the town as to divide the open country into 
several locally nained prairies, as Blooming, Hazel, Ridge, Rock, and Turtle. 
Rock prairie, in the northwestern sections, reaches into neighboring towns, 
and is one of the most fertile in the state. 


STATISTICS. 


County clerk's tables for 1910 show a total land value of $2,203,700, 
of which $104,400 is the estimate for two unincorporated villages. Average 
value per acre, $89.83. Acreages of crups: Apple trees, 114; barley, 4,095; 
Iseets, 20; corn, 5,504; growing tunher, 2,047; havneld? 3775,” oats ee 
rye, 126; wheat, 200; no potatoes. Numbers and values of hve stock: 2,586 
cattle, $67,200; 1.355 hogs, $13,400; 731 horses, 555.400: 9 inules, Gino; 
S64 sheep, $2,600. Automobiles, 14. The population, at seven federal enum- 
erations, waS: 1550, 1,013; 1860, 1,590; 1870. 1.5937 1880. 1,3047 Tago: 
1,219: POCO 1937 NG ees 1c): 

Town 2 north, range 15 east. was at first included in the town of Dela- 
van, from which it was detached by legislative action Jannary 6, 1840, and 
named irom: Darien, Genesee county, New York, the last previous home of 
several settlers of influence in the new community. Elijah Belding and Chris- 
topher C. Chesebrough caine in April, 1837, apparently by way of the Phoe- 
nix settleinent, making claims respectively in sections 11 and 14. Both broke 
land and planted a few acres, and Mr. Chesebrough built a house, though he 
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had not yet married. Near the end of May, Joseph and Arthur \W. Maxson 
followed Turtle vale to section 18, where they found passable water power, 
on which, four years later, they built a sawmill and thirteen years later a 
gristmill. In June William H. Moore came to section 15. and Rev. LHram 
Alvah Kingsley to seetion 19. Mr. Moore raised, threshed, ground and ate 
the first grain erop raised in Darien. John Bruce, Cyrus and Jolin Lippit, 
Salmon and Trumbull D. Thomas came, the first to section 22, the Lippits to 
section 35, Salmon Thomas to section 12, his brother to section 1. August 
11, 1837, Alfred Delavan Thomas, son of Salmon, was born to other use- 
fulness than hoeing corn or milking cows. 

Within the next four vears eame Orange W. and William T. Carter, 
Ebenezer and Jabez B. Chesebrough, John Curtis, Leander Dodge, Charles 
Ellsworth, Jared Fox, Jasper Griggs. Cyrenus N., inner, Lemuel and Will- 
iam Hollister, Robert A. Houston, Alvah B., Asher and Hiram A. Johnson, 
Loren K. and Lyman Jones, Robert Lawson, Hugh and Chester D. long, 
Elisha McCollister, William Gregory Mayhew, Ainos Older, Lyman H. 
Seaver, Hiram A. Stone, John Valentine Walker, John and Joseph R. Wil- 
kins, Archibald Woodard, Minthorn Woodhull. 

Before the new town was seven years old it received these accessions to 
its citizenship: Osear Anderson, Hirain Babcoek, Eusebius Barwell, Levi 
Beedle, Dearborn Blake, Levi Blakeman, Willard A. Blanehard, Jeremiah 
Bradway, Philander Brainerd, Lorenzo Carter, John Mudgett Chase, Wash- 
ington Chesebrough, John Clague, George Clapper. Nicholas S. Comstock, 
John B. and Richard Cook, George Cotton, Horace Croswell. Josiah and 
Samuel \W. Dodge, James Dudley. Cornelius Dvkeman. Walter P. Flanders, 
Asa Foster, Samuel Fowle, Henry Frey, Alexander and James Gallup, Thomas 
George, Homer B. Greenman, Samuel WK. Gregory, John Jlaskell, Silas Haskin, 
John B. Hastings, Robert [lutchinson, Amos lyes, Parley W. Jones. [eter 
M. Keeler, Eli aud Henry King, John Sardine Kingsley, Stephen Witney, 
TinethyeK mapper, Rees LaBbarsiraP, Larmard, Zebulon 7. Lee, David 
Lindsey, James McCay, Newton McGraw, Stephen and Thomas M. Me- 
Hugh, Moses MeKee, Thomas M. and William Martin, Alfred -.\. Mott, 
Joseph Edward Newberry, Jacob and John N. Niskern, Edson B. and Will- 
iam Older, Hiram Onderdonk. .\imos Otis, Joshua Parish, Nicholas Perry, 
Amasa T. and Ovid Reed. Johu Reimhardt, Lucius Relvea. Erastus Rood, 
Charles FF. and James .\. Seofield. John Woodard Seaver, Johu Martin Sher- 
man. William H. Shinimins, Henry Smith, Charles P. Soper, Joseph Murray 
Stilwell, Randall Stone, Edwin and Luke Taylor, [ezekiel Tripp, Isaac Vail, 


Le:) 


2S WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 


Abraham and Cornelius Veeder, Josiah Vrooman, George Walker, Alfred 
Watrous, Rial N. Weed, Carey Welch, Vietor Moreau Wheeler, Lewis W1il- 
kinson,- John Williams, Ebenezer and John Woodard. 

Christopher Columbus Chesebro, son of Ebenezer and Anna, was born 
in Albany county, November 13, 1816; died at Darien March 14, 1841. He 
married Maria Johnson, June 12, 1839. 

Jabez Brooks Chesebro (1811-1881), eldest son of Ebenezer, married 
Mary Simpson and had six children. 

Nelson W. Cole (1818-1903) married Harriet (1832-1go0), daughter 
of Martin and Esther Post. 

Asa Foster (1807-1857) bought land in sections 22, 30. He married 
Luev (1810-1881), daughter of Orange Carter and Elizabeth Rumsey. 

Henry Frey (1785-1865) and wife, Amelia J. (1794-1839), must have 
been among the earliest settlers, since Mrs. Frey's tombstone is in the village 
burial ground. Her death, then, is the earliest found in the town. Mr. Frey 
was for some years postmaster, and was an active business nan. His son, 
Philip R. Frey, was first railway station agent at Darien, and was transterred 
to the station at Corliss about 1870. 

James Gale (1821-1884) married Phoebe Ann (1826-1903), daughter 
of lrederick Rosekrans and Desire Braman. 

John Brooks Hastings (1815-1902) was born at Pembroke. New York; 
came to Darien in 1843; married in 1846 Hannah Maria (1825-1882), 
daughter of Alexander and Elizabeth Reed. 

Asher Johnson (1791-1873) came from Steuben county, New York; 
bought land in sections 4, 17, 19, 20. His wife was .\my Smith (1793-1882). 
Sons, Alvah B., Hiranigx., John J., and Samuel, and daughter Cel@sier ine: 
Joseph R. Wilkins). 

Alvali B. Johnson, son of Asher (1812-1899), married, first, Hannah 
SZoyee (1818-1845); second, Jane P. Kerns. 

Zebulon Taylor Lee (1801-1858). son of Quartus Lee and Nezial John- 
son, was born at Willington, Connecticut, and was buried at Allen Grove. 
Ile married Sabra (1804-1883), daughter of Orange and Elizabeth Carter. 
He bought land in section 32. Of his children were Aurelia Josephine (Mrs. 
Der. John Dickson), Laura .Ann (AMlrs. Chester D. Long), Almirette (Mrs. 
Wilhain If. Babcock). 


Cyrus Lippit (1810-1888). son of Ffezekiah and Susan, came from 
Cattaraugus county to section 35 1n 1838. having married in 1832, with his 
wife Lydia (1810-1881), sister of John Bruee. She was born at Phelps, New 


York. Jfer sister Susan was Mrs. William Phoenix. 
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Ovid Reed (1820-1890), son of .\lexander and Elizabeth, born in 
Darien, New York; married Jane AM. Seaver, daughter of Joseph W. and 
Mary. 

Erastus Rood (1816-1900) married flannah Af. (1820-1goo), daughter 
of John and Susan Wilkins. 

Charles P. Soper (1821-1879), son of .\sahel and Clarissa, married, 
first. Harriet C. (1820-1846); married, seeond, m 1848, Wealthy I. Gallup 
(1823-1910). .\sahel (1790-1846) and Clarissa (17y3-1869) died at Darien. 
They were from central New York. 

Salmon Thomas (1801-1887) and wife, Elizabeth Stowell (1816-1893), 
removed to Delavan village. 

Trumbull Dorrance Thomas (1806-1889) and wife, Mary Jane (1818- 
1885), also removed to Delavan. He was Salmon’s brother. 

John Wilkins (1872-1868) and wife, Susan (1794-1851), came from 
New Jersey with sons Jaines (1805-1900) and Joseph Rusling (1817-1907). 
James married Hannah Terguson (1806-1878). Joseph Rusling Wilkins 
married Celeste (1818-1891), daughter of Asher Johnson. 

John Williams, Jr. (1798-1877), married Ann, daughter of Orange and 
Elizabeth Carter. A son, Deloss (1824-1907), married Lydia M. Phelps. 


EARLY GROWTH. 


In 1837 John Bruee built a house near the road to Beloit at the central 
part of seetion 27. This modest mansion also served as a wayside tn, until 
1843, when his son, James Kk. Bruce, built a hotel with sueh substantial 
frame and workmanship that it still serves the purpose of a publie house. 
Henry Frey built a store in 1844, and filled 11 with a large stock of goods. 
A postoffice had been established there in 1839. .\ hamlet grew slowly about 
these buildings until 1856, in which year Mr. Frey, Hiram A. Stone and 
Edward Topping platted the village of Darien, through the middle of whieh 
the railway came that year from Racine and onward to Beloit. The new 
station at onee became an important point for shipping the abundant grain 
crops of Darien and other towns, and as busy a distributing point for the 
trade in pine lumber. Less grain than then 1s now raised and forwarded, 
but the station has not lost its relative iniportance. Before 1862 five grain 
houses were built, severally by Parker Al. Cole, Pliram Onderdonk, John 
Williams, John Bruce and M. Bushnell Stone. These have been operated 
by men who knew how to draw and hold trade. 

The village is on slightly uneven ground, ut has no difficult street 
grades. It is generally a few feet higher than at the station, where it is 
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945 feet above sea level. It is 9.4 miles from Elkhorn, 65.9 miles from 
Milwaukee (by rail), 84.7 miles from Chicago. It is as yet ummncorporated, . 
and has about four hundred inhabitants. (In October, 1911, the village re- 
jected a proposition to incorporate by a decisive majority.) 

Its churches are Baptist and Methodist, each costing about three thou- 
sand dollars. The town of Darie1u has seven school districts, of which thrée 
are joint districts. The village supports a graded school, with six teachers, 
doing excellent work. The school house was built in 1903 of red _ brick, 
two stories high. A town hall, very convenient for many public occasions, 
was built about 1870 and burned July 28, ig09, and with it inmost of the 
priceless town records. 

In 1897 the Farmers’ State Bank was organized with a capital of fiiteen 
thousand dollars, Jou RK. Eagan cashier and resident officer. It has a build- 
ing suitable for its purpose. Like most villages in the county, Darien is an 
active dairy center. Its cemetery, northwest of the village, lies on sloping 
ground, and is kept in perfect order. Several ot the fathers and mothers of the 
town were buried there, and also at the Mount Philip cemetery, Allen Grove, 
which lies north of the station, within the town of Darien. The village 
(Darien) has a tidy little park of two or three acres; but, in larger sense, the 
village itself with all one may see, from its higher points. of field and grove 
makes one of the finest parks in \Visconsin. 

Clinton street, Allen Grove, lies along the south line of Tyarien, in section 
3t; and the Sidney Allen addition to the village plat lies north of that street. 
The railway keeps to the Darien side, having its station at the top of Allen's 
hill, at an inconveiient distance from the half-abandoned village. Bardwell 
station, or crossing, at first named “Tioga,” is in section 32, 2.5 miles from 
Darien and 1.7 miles from Allen Grove. Its station building and its Y's 
are all there is in sight besides the intersecting lines of two divisions of the 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railway svstemn. Why this crossing was not 
made at Darien may be one of the inscrutabilities of railway building. 

As nearly as may now be learned the town and village of Darien fur- 
nished one hundred thirty-eight soldiers for the Civil war. Migration and 
death have so far reduced the number of resident ex-soldiers as to suspend the 
once flourishing Grand Ariiy post. 

The several postinasters were Christopher C. Chesebro. John Bruee, 
Henry Irrey, Edward Topping, Moses Bushnell Stone, Nathaniel Wing Hoag, 
Joseph I. Lyon, Charles S: “Teeple. Gcorome iathiropaisodite: Sean cies 
Horace Everett Seaver, Edwin IE. Park,* Frederick Siperley, Jolin W. Gar- 
butt.* The three whose names are starred were soldiers of 1861. 
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The loss of records, burned with the town hall, makes the official list 
of the town somewhat incomplete; though part has been recovered from 
county clerk’s and circuit court clerk's records, and part from newspaper 


files at Delavan and Elkhorn. 


CILAIRSIEN OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 


Salmon Thomas 
NOnOV|255 Tome ds 


Newton McGraw <..-...-_- 1846-7 
Woevord Blair 2.2.2. 2--22.—.- 1848 
George Coton 2222 -22-22- 1849-52 
Chester oemine Aconee 2 ok 1854 
Pitan vent onmsOm- 2 To55.° 5 
John Brooks Hastings... .-__- 1856 
JosinimeDouge =... - 1857 
CeorcesearLaniont._ =... 1859 
iPankehe Me Cole. ==... 1860-62 

ASSOCIATE 


Charles len 2... 1875-6, “79 
Isaac \V. Babcock._ 1867, °79-80, '82-3 


ny Uden babecock ==. 1861, 78 
Ceorse we menmer__.----__ 1901-08 
jay lotdmplaite os 2 1850 
POH wineiakeley .2-_-~ 1899-1900 
ie lideeiolanciard 2.002222. 1849 
Wael Gaiewee = = 2 1885 
Orange Walker Carter___.1845, ’69 
Georceu@nnciie ==. >- 1886-95, 1900 
ISS “Cory alle) 2) ye rr 1850 
UGbince (Celie)! ae 1846 
[Oli Ok =a 1893-g6, ‘98 
Wena) avis. ..-.---- 1865 
OMMPIDe WW Olio == 2. - 1856, ’58 
[cok uo. 1849 
[eimeelpeOowns --._._.._____- 1878 


ii) 1843 


John De\Volf ...--~- 1863. '76, ‘79 
Piomice Mverett Seaversso. eee 1864 
John J. Johnson____~ 1865-6, 1885-6 
Joseph loster lyon_-1867-72, °74-5 
Dame aiNodiian 22... eee 1873 
John 8. Johnson_____ 1877, 80-1, 84 
Darwin Pratt Clough___ 1878, ‘87-97 
Millan Blakeley =......228 1882- 
i@uiieevvel are 2272. aes 1898-9 
HORMEL GL 22222 2 ee 1900-1 
Geeugere Wnistic _. ...snue == 1QO2-12 
SUPERVISORS. 
Cvrenismue. Fiullergose 2525" 1864 
aU mlG 2 eee 1859-60 
Moody Orlando Grinnell. ___ 1859 
Wickham H. Griswold_~-.1877, ‘85 
hewis te! lastines22£ foc 1888-90 
Rename, LCN Ch soe memee eo 1898 
Cine ot Man ete ee 1873 


1866, °70-2, "74 
4 


PePemmONUsOl --- 1642, 45, fo, 52 
Hiram Averill Johnson__.___ 1853-4 
iene ONNSON=__.. 2 222 1863 
William B. Johnson_.....____ 1872 
Oa jones __.~-..2---3822 1862 
Loren Kenney Jones___--- 1844, ’60 
Geoees WV. Lamonts.2222 22 1858 
iemeercr Latimer 2-22-28 18st 
fecvermen...1 .atinier 2.2 620 oe 1862 
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John Lippitt. 22... 1843 
Lluch. Lone’ U22saeeen ee aeee 1844 
James, \W. Longs eee I8gI-2, ’97 
piexander pan icl ay eee eee 1870-1 
Johnson Goodwell Matteson_1881-2 


Joshua Parish 
frank Pounder 
Dr. Andrew |]. Kodiman 2----—- 1876 
Daniel Rodman 
Wilham Rood 
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Elorace Eyerett Seaver s-2-— 1863, 66 
Lyman Hunt Seavers=218h2, 46,04 
Charles P. Soper__1848, ’56, "65, 68 


Arthur: bis Stewart 2-22 4222 188o-1 
Il ad ee ees td eee eee 1857 
[spac Stowell ==-s2essa—s 1868, °73 
Charles 5, Deeplesoo a 2a. 1864 
doa Pople a 2s eee 1861 


John Afilton Vanderhoof___~1909-12 


[ial Nee ee oe 1847 
ORT ian ise aoe eee 1846-7 
William HH. Williams____1874-5, “77 
Eliner sc] \¥ 00d tord2===aa= IQOI-11 


Names are wanting for both supervisors in 1884, and for one of them in 
each of the years 1883. ‘86, ‘go. and ‘93: but it is probable that Mr. Chris- 
tie’s service was continuous from 1886 to 1896 inclusive. 


TOWN CLERKS. 


Joseph \Warren Seaver--1842-6, 57 


Amare oie eV eatherwax2-=s-— 1847 
omathan, Elastings2= 22.2222 2_ 1848 
akin Serta ee ss. 1849 
lignes.) SOpGis= mem ae 1850-2, °54 
IE ersiey GO one eee 1853 
Malian oe \Vaterhonsesaes= 1855-6 


Naame! Wing Hoagseeeaso. 
1858-62, °64-71 


(Fase v1 tise eee ee 1863 
Theron Kufus Morgan__1872, °76-9 
Florace Everett Seaver__1873-5, ’85 
John Milton Vanderhoof____-_- 
1880-3, *86-9 
INVEVG S..) VOU G2 aes ee 1890-7 
micerct lL Anee sees eee TSQS-1 G12 


TOWN TREASURERS. 


Iborens Kenley 9 |Ones= aera = 1842 
HiGaiy.20.. StONe === = ee 1843 
ceander el Ore aaa 1844 
Saat OStCr. 2. 1845-6 
Jonathan biastiics 2a eee a 1847 
ict Preven = 20. 1848-9 
NMiieh Lone 02 = 72oeeoee 1850, 759 


\V ae Ne eriouse. 220s 
51-2, 57-8, “61-2, "64, “68 


| Nitin it Seaveneseees.. 1853 
Janiesaerles = ee 1854 
VN alain eh re a eee 1855, 60 
Jolie) era coe 1856 


ais “| edie ee a5 es a ee 1863 
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jlaseph Oster Ly On.s-=2-——- 1865-6 
John Milton Vanderhoof-__--- 1869 
ILO) ie earl 1870 
Pacer StONe == 2-2-5 -- 1871-2 
Mulodten@ #\W alle== 25S 1873-4 
PaWMlesret iceleenom case 1875-6 
i eratteclough=-. 2-2 = __ 1877 
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kodney Seaver_1878-80, $2, 85-90 
Wiliam Edwin Clough22 S216 ez 


ferrin: 2. Parki2.-<. 1883-4 
founeveParlane 222) 2oeeues I8gI-5 
enna |. heverss2o22 25 eee 1896 
liiiiess (.norpe: 22=e2 1897-1912 
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EVilise om barrett. 25-52 IQII-12 
awvine pick Carter 222522 - 1885-88 
Jeunes. Wodee S222 2 >=. 1862-64 


John Gilbert 
Orvellus Henry Gilbert_ 1860-4, 72-4 
Nicholas Montgomery Harring- 


fone eee 1861-6 
ean Tlarhison 2222... -+ 1859-61 
Uriah Schutt Hollister_____- 1867-8 
iia eri! johnson... 1887-8 
Georee  Lamont=2.2-4-_ 1863-7 
Chester Deming Long___-__- 1877-82 
aiticom arn eOne er 2a es oe 1888-9 
Joseph l*oster Lyon__-_1863-9, °74-6 
Arthur W. Maxson__ 1864-6, ’69-71 
PE ciemelee teerez= = 1900-1 


\Washington Mulks_18g90-2, ‘99-1901 
Eugene D. Odell_---- 1885-7, ’89-93 
Dr. Andrew Jackson Rodman_- 


1883-4 
Adna Viles Sawyer------ 1897-1910 
David H. Seaver, bet. 1896 and 1905 
Migtacesbverett Seaver-—_-2— 1881-3 
Calgimmeser) 22.2222 1860-1, °64-6 
Edwin Il. Smith_-.1878-94, '97-1902 
(Sianlesm:. Oper. 2252222. 1866-70 
Calvine Graham Sperry--_-_-- 1866-8 
Moses Bushnell Stone__---- 1859-61 
John Milton Vanderhoof____1871-7 
Bettie cliches. 222 ess 1895-6 


CHAPTER 
TOWN OF DELAVAN. 


At the first division of the county, January 2, 1838, for town govern- 
ment the southwestern quarter was named Delavan. The Phoenix brothers 
sought thus to dedicate a newly planted community to total abstinence from 
the use as beverages of spirituous and malt liquors, wine and cider. Ed- 
ward Cornelius Delavan, a rich man of Albany, took an early part and 
became a leader of great personal influence in the temperance movement of 
the later thirties, which increased noticeably for some \ears thereafter. The 
organization, founded on a belief in the efficacy of moral suasion, was volun- 
tary, and without other ritual than a publicly taken pledge. Officially named 
the New York State Temperance Society, its members were better known 
as “Washingtonians.” Mr. Delavan’s social position, as well as his ability and 
earnestuess, made his name a household word in temperance families until 
his fame was eclipsed, about 1850, by Neal Dow. the apostle ot “legal sua- 
sion.” In their sales and leases of real estate in their new town and village 
the Phoenix proprietors inserted a covenant, in effect, that no liquor should 
ever be sold on land conveyed or left by them. But this stipulation did not 
long outlast their own short lives. 

The town of Walworth (with Sharon) was set off in 1839, and the 
town of Darien early in the next year, leaving the name Delavan to town 2 
north, range 16 east. One more dismemberment, February 2, 1846, gave 
section I to the new town of Elkhorn. Of seven measurements recorded 
by the state topographers the highest and lowest points were respectively 
nine hundred and sixty-eight and nine hundred and five feet above sea-level. 
The higher ground is in the vicinity of Delavan lake,—on both sides and at 
its foot,—at points along its outlet and on banks of Turtle creek, and in 
the sections lying nearest the town of Sugar Creek. 

Delavan lake is second in area and only in that way inferior in its nat- 
ural beauty to Geneva lake. Tt is about three and one-half miles long, from 
a half-mile to a intle in breadth. and its greatest depth, near its middle point, 
is fifty-six and seven-tenths feet. Its largest inlet. Jackson’s creek, comes 
from Geneva into the town at section 12 and crosses sections 14 and 22 to 
reach the foot of the lake. A much smaller stream comes out of Walworth, 
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crosses sections 33, 34 for less than a inile, and meets the lake near its upper 
end. Its one outlet, opposite the mouth of the larger inlet, takes a swan- 
necked course to reach the Turtle near the city of Delavan. A widening 
of Turtle creek, near by, locally named Lake Como, completed the sugges- 
tion to Pottawattomie imagination of the body, ueck, and head of the bird 
from which they named the lake and its outlet. Turtle creek comes out of 
Richmond into section 6, enters Darien from section 18, and winds its way to 
the Rock near Beloit. The so-called island, which at wettest seasons has been 
really an island, rises high above the water level, at the head of the lake, as 
if to mask a small marsh which was part of the primitive lake-basin. 

The farms at the broad foot of the lake are among the finest tn the 
county. They were owned for many years by the Mabie brothers and their 
heirs, but have passed into other ownership. The high banks of the lake, 
once well-wooded and now not wholly bare, are lined with summer homes, 
hotels, parks, picnic grounds and steainer landings,—and, in brief, the Algon- 
quin fishermen’s Wah-ba-shaw-bess has become the white men’s highly civ- 
ilized Delavan lake. Whatever changes have been or nay be made, the lake 
itself and the natural height and slope of its containing walls will remain; 
and the Pottawattomie’s grandson may fish as of yore in Swan lake, but 
must first buy the county clerk’s license and must submit his catch to the 
game warden’s count. The Delavan Lake Assembly Association's ground, 
about thirty-seven acres, fully equipped with auditorium and other suitable 
buildings, lies at the head of the outlet. Its vearly meetings bring visitors 
from far beyond the county borders, and have had their part in making the 
little lake a part of the geography of .\merican inland waters, not to know 
which argues one’s self unknown and as having yet something of rational 
interest to learn. About thirty-five years ago a steamer, the “D. A. Olin,” 
was built and launched, but was found rather too large for practical use. The 
present flotilla is two small serviceable steamers and numerous unregistered 
sail-boats. 

The land area of the town of Delavan is 18,751 acres, valued at $2,629,- 
ooo, an average value $140.25 per acre. Crop acreages for 1910 were: Bar- 
ley, 1,556; corn, 345: growing timber, 1,183; hayfields, 3,038: oats, 1,769; 
orchards, 54; potatoes, 135; rye, 166; wheat, 28. There were nine automo- 
biles. The population of town and village in 1850 was 1,268. At the six 
following federal entumerations it was for the town: 1860, 890; 1870, 821; 
1880, 930; 1890, 667; 1900, 993; 1910, 903. 

Col. Samuel F. Phoenix having discovered the lake. its outlet, and the 
point at which the road from Racine to Janesville must cross the swan’s 
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neck, chose his lands by quarter-sections and half-quarters in sections 15, 
20, 21, 22, 33, 328. He built his cabin in séctiom 15, near the toot oi 7tie 
lake. Henry Vhoemx entered land in sections 7, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. The 
brothers jointly entered parts of sections 23, 24, 28, 29. Section 18 includes 
the site of their village. These men dealt justly and hberally with other 
men who came to build and people the rising city. The Phoenixes came 
with enough money for their enterprise, and their money, business abilities, 
and personal character and qualities gave them proportionate influence as 
long as they lived. A house was built early enough in 1836, on the east 
bank of the outlet and within the village as soon afterward platted, to admit 
their cousin, William Phoenix, and wife Susan, with their family and board- 
ers, as occupants, in October. Allen Perkins had also built earlier in the vear, 
at a point on Turtle creek, within section 18, but did not stay long. In 1837 
Colonel Phoenix brought his wife and son from Perry, New York, and 
Henry’s family came in 1838. 

A saw-mill was built between the village and the lake in 1838, and was 
at once set at work to turn ont materials for a grist-mill, at the village. In 
1838 a stock of goods was brought and set out for sale, at first near the 
saw-mill, but a few weeks later at the honse in the village. One of thre 
earliest revenue lieasures of the county commissioners was to impose a deal- 
er’s license fee of ten dollars on the firm of H. & $. F. Phoenix; but it does 
not appear in record that the county commissioners licensed a tavern in town 
or village. 

No registry of arrivals was ever made and preserved, but the persons 
here named probably came to village or town by or before 1843: Abner 
Adams, Wilham C. Allen, Tra Andrus, Jaines Aram, John Auchampaugh, 
William Averill, Enoch Bailey and sons, Henry, Nehemiali and Samuel W. 
Barlow, William A. Bartlett, Richard Beals (wife Lucy Beardsley), Richard 
S. Bond, Daniel Bowen (d. 1860), Peter Boys (1783-1855), Jeremiah Brad- 
ley, Cyrus, Edwin, and Ichabod Brainard (1776-1855), Martin Brooks, Isaac 
Burson, Chester P.. Hiram, and Nelson Calkins. David Perry Calkins, Luther 
Chapin, Jonathan C. Church, Daniel Clough, John Dalton (1800-1887) and 
wife Ellen, Idmund Dickenson, Lazarus W. Ellis, John Evans, James F. 
Flanders, Walter Mlansburg, Daniel G. Foster, Abrahain I'ryer, John and 
Stephen P. Fuller, Daniel Gates. Levi Gloyd, Marcellus B. Goff (1808-1884), 
Jasper Griggs, Benjamin TF. and ITenry Hart, Edwin A. and William Hol- 
linshead, Edward B. Hollister, Isaac C. Howe (1793-1887), Dr. Hender- 
son [funt, John James, Asa G., Milo, and Samnel C. Kelsey, Daniel E. 
La Bar, James 11. Mansfield, Hilas Meacham. Lewis H. Miller. James Mof- 
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fatt, John Murray, Edward Norris, Alvin B. and Chauncey Parsons, George 
Passage, Webster Pease, Ira C. and Ransom Perry, Truman Pierce (1787- 
1806), Thomas Potter, Joseph Rector, James Richardson (1781-1846), Peter 
Robinson, John J. Scrafford, John B. Shepard, Erastus Stoddard, Israel 
Stowell, Philo S. Sykes, Aaron H. Taggart, Hiram Terry, Rev. Henry Top- 
ping, Ira and Samuel Utter, Jeremiah Philbrook \Ward, Eleazar Gaylord War- 
ren, Thomas Wells, Lewis H. Willis, Janies Wilson, John Yost. 

Ichabod Bramard (1776-£855) married a second wife. Mary (born 
1779), daughter of John Cleveland and Eunice Cutler. Cyrus was their 
son, as was probably Edwin, who married Mary A., daughter of William 
and Ann Phoenix. 

fsaac Burson (1810-1881) was son of Jaines Burson and Deborah 
Stroud, and was born in Monroe county, Pennsylvania. He was a brother 
of Mrs. William Hollinshead. He lived unmarried, and died at Elkhorn, 
March 5, 1881. His burial was delayed for some days by the memorable 
snow blockade of that year. He bought land in section 4, Delavan, and 
sections 20, 33, Sugar Creek. 

Chester Porter Calkins (1818-1890) married Catharine, daughter of 
Abraham Sperbeck. He was buried at East Delavan. 

Jonathan C. Church (1811-1870) married Dorcas, daughter of Thomas 
James and Dorcas Perry. 

Rev. James F. Flanders married Ann Elizabeth Porter, June 4, 18309. 
It is not shown where this marriage took place, but it was within the larger 
town of Elkhorn. 

Daniel Gilman Foster (1802), son of Daniel Fuster and Mary Davis, 
a native of New Hampshire, married Caroline, daughter of Daniel Brainard: 
came from Perry, New York, in 1838 and bought land in sections 7, 21. 

stephen P. Fuller married Mary, daughter of Nehemiah Barlow and 
Orinda Steele. His sister. Loraine B. Fuller, was Doctor Hunt's first wife. 

Daniel Stroud Hollinshead (1812-1869), son of James Hollinshead and 
Sarah Stroud, married Rachel Sherrod (1807-1853). Edwin Augustus and 
William were his brothers. The former bought land in section 34, Sugar 
Creek. 

Edward Brigham Hollister (1823-1891), son of Seth L. Hollister and 
Catharine Brigham, married Harriet, daughter of Francis Eaton. 

Milo and Samuel C. Kelsey were sons of Samuel Kelsey and Elizabeth 
Carver, of Sherburne, New York. Sarah Ann, their sister, was wife of 
Colonel Phoenix. Asa G. Kelsev's relationship may have been that of brother 
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or of cousin. Milo was the first lawyer at Delavan. Samuel C. was a sur- 
veyor, teacher and architect. He married Caroline M., daughter of Colonel 
Betts. 

Daniel Edwin La Bar (1789-1839) married Hannah (1793-1850), 
daughter of Samuel Rees and Rachel Stroud (1774-1854). He came in 
1839 to sections 6, 7. His son, Samuel Rees La Bar (1820-1896), came in 
the same year. His wife was Harriet Nuel, daughter of Rev. Henry Topping 
and Nuel Van Doren. 

Ira C. Perry bought land in section 31. April 5, 1843, he married Ann 
Briggs. 

Truman Pierce (1787-1866) bought in section 31. His wife, Lucy, was 
born in 1793. Two of his sons-in-law were Kirtland G. Wright and Calvin 
Carrington. Je and his mother, Mary (1755-1852), were buried at East 
Delavan. 

Joseph Rector (1806-1869) with wite, Mary Ann AfeDougal ( 18o9- 
1875), settled in section 34, but a few vears later moved into Walworth. 

John Bisby Shepard (1803-1875) was a son of Pelatiah Shepard and 
Elizabeth Thompson, of Fulton county, New York. He married Rachel 
(1806-1872), daughter of Benjamin Wills and Bridget Cole, and had five 
children. Of these, Sabra Amelia was wife of Reuben H. Bristol, "ffarv 
Selina was Mrs. Edward Colman, and Linus Delavan married Clarissa Zu- 
lemma, daughter of Adna Sawyer and Serena Norton Viles (widow of Ben- 
jamin Horne). 

Israel Stowell (1812-1876), native of New Hampshire, married Mary 
M., daughter of Truman Jones and Elizabeth Kinne. He came to the village 
in 1838, and it is told that he built the first framed house, opened the first 
tavern, and placed a stage-coach on the route between Delavan and Chicago. 
A year before his death he married a second time. 

Aaron Hardin Taggart (1816-1874) bought land in section 21, but be- 
came one of the earliest business men of Delavan. He married, in 1846, 
Martha (1826-1905), daughter of Henry Phoenix and Ann Jennings. They 
had seven children. 

Ira C.. John (born 1825) and Samuel Utter (1807-1898) were sons of 
Abraham Utter and Marinda Beardsley, of Washington county, New York. 
John married Touisa Amanda, daughter of Winsor Lapham. Samuel came 
in 1843 with lis second wife, Harriet A. Winston (1823-1906). 

Lewis Henry Willis (1817-1886), son of William Willis and Elizabeth 
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Hoyt, came trom Sparta, New York. to Delavan in i840, to section 23. lis 
first wife, Mary M., was daughter of Orsamus Bowers. In 1872 he married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Jacob Adriance, of Scipio, New York. 

Chauncey D. Woodford (1827-1891) was son of Austin (1785-1866) 
and Roxana (1793-1856). He married Sarah Fenton (1828-18604), daugh- 
ter of Moses Ball and Lucinda Holland. He was the first wagon-maker and 
blacksmith at East Delavan corners. 

About 1843 Truman Pierce, Samuel Utter, Kirtland G. Wright and 
Calvin Carrington, farmers living near the intersection of the highway be- 
tween Delavan and Lake Geneva, with the north and south road dividing 
section 25 from section 26, chose that point as one convement for a store, 
repair shops, and whatever else nught develop there. In no long time a 
school house and chureh followed. The store has always had a good local 
trade and its business has generally been in good hands. The other buildings 
were displaced by larger and better ones, and a convenient town hall was 
added to the group. A butter factory, in operation for several years past, 
was burned in June, 1911. It has been rebuilt with hollow cement blocks. 
Its monthly receipt of :mlk was about one hundred and twenty-five thousand 
pounds, and its monthly product of butter about three thousand five hundred 
pounds. 

A postoffice was established about 1872, a station on the star-route from 
Elkhorn to Harvard. The recent institution of rural free delivery service 
has divided the postal business of the eastern half of the town of Delavan 
between route No. 2, Lake Geneva, and route No. 2, Elkhorn, the village 
being served from the Lake Geneva office. In the village are about a dozen 
dwellings and fifty inhabitants. Its always prosperous Baptist church, or- 
ganized in 1843, has a resident pastor, now Rev. Wilhanr .\. Wevrauch. The 
town hall houses a small public library. Nearly a mile and one-half away, 
at the northeast corner of section 36, is a little church of the Latter-day 
Saints, founded by a few persons who chose not to follow President Young. 
Henry Southwick was its spiritual Jeader for many years. A mile west of 
this church, at the corner of section 26, and three-quarters of a mile south of 
the village, is the small but sufficient and neatly kept Fast Delavan cemetery, 
where one nav read on marble and granite several names of the fathers and 
mothers of the township. 

The official lists of Delavan town (and city) are shghtly imperfect, 
though not discontinuous. 
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CHAPTER ZKRIII. 


CITY OF DELAVAN. 


* 


Colonel Phoenix, his brother, and his cousin, platted their village and 
settled in it in 1837, and they had not long to wait for lot buyers and neigh- 
bors. The Colonel's early death. and that of his brother, about two years 
later, were most regrettable, for their character and practical abilities gave 
them intluence and weight: but these events did not arrest progress. The 
cousin remained a few more years and left the county before the village 
was incorporated. 

Among the earlier business men were James Aram, \W. Wallace Brad- 
ley, Col. Caleb and [edwin Croswell, Nicholas M. Harrington, Joseph D. 
Monell, Jr.. George Passage, -\aron H. Taggart, Thomas Topping and Heze- 
kiah Wells. Rey. Henry Topping came in 1839 to Darien and was induced 
to settle at Delavan in 1841, in which year came also Dr. Henderson Hunt. 

No village can exist permanently without a blacksmith. In 18yo Alonzo 
McGraw came thus to confirm the site of the coming city. W. Willard 
Isham came in 1845 as a wagonsmith, and with Charles H. Sturtevant as 
Wheelwright and partner, important trade was soon brought to Delavan. 
As the village and neighboring farm lands were settled nen came 1 frorn 
their fields and resumed the mechanical or commercial occupations to whiclt 
they had been bred but which they had dropped awhile. One intimately ac- 
quainted with men of the first half-century of the county would find many 
farmers who had been bred to village occupations. and a few who ha seen 
human life far more broadly 

The grist-mill, built in 1839, passed successively, with continous 1- 
provement. to the Croswells, the Mabies (who rebuilt it in 1853), and to 
Amos Phelps. The Delavan flour was of the best 11 the county markets. 
When wheat was no longer raised in or near the county it was and is yet 1m- 
ported by rail for local grinding. 

William Phoenix built his house in 1837 and made it serve for a short 
time as a hotel. This was on the bank of the outlct. at the upper end of 
Terrace street. Within two or three vears he built again, for hotel purpose 
only, near the lower end of Walworth avenue, and sold or leased the prem- 
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ises in 1841 to Israel Stowell. In 1843 Ezekiel Tripp took the house for a 
short term. He also sold rights to make or use a patented substitute for 
tallow candles or candlesticks, by which some of his customers burned their 
fingers badly. Philetus S. Carver followed him, but, becoming sheriff, he 
made way in 1845 for one Harkness, from Darien, who in some way ob- 
tained a license to sell the strong drink which the Phoenixes had sought to 
keep out of Delavan forever. Charles H. Sturtevant built his bar-room 
fixtures and was severely censured by his fellow members of the temperance 
society for so aiding and abetting the introduction of an abomination. Henry 
H. Phoenix and a Mr. Babcock had each a short period as landlord. 

In 1846 Horace Duryee, a shoemaker, built a new house, long known 
as the Delavan House, or “white hotel.” His capital was said to have been 
‘‘a black sheepskin and a side of sole-leather.” He let his house to Ward 
Mallory, who kept a well-ordered hotel for the next six years. Then came 
Hagaman & Soutinworth. followed by “lr. Eaton ~in) 1860) Chester a ae 
Phillips became owner and Jandlord. In 1863 he extended it and raised it 
to three stories, and leased it to Mr. Hobbs, after whom came Greenleaf W, 
Collins. Edwin M. Strow bought the house in 1860 and occupied it till his 
death, May 20, 1893. Mrs. Strow continued its business until the great fire 
of that year removed an old landmark. 

Franklin K. Phoenix built a brick hotel, of three stories, in 1848. His 
first tenant was \William Hoyt, who presently made way for Stowell & 
Jones, but returned, to be sticceeded by Milo Kelsey, whose tenure was soon 
ended by his death. Mrs. Sarah A. Phoenix then conducted the bnsiness 
until relieved by Ralph Lathrop, in whose time the house fell into some local 
disfavor. It was closed for a short time as a hotel and opened as a private 
academy. Dates and, perhaps, names are wanting within this and a later 
period of quickly following change. Dantel Ostrom kept the house in 1859 
and 1860, 1f not one or more vears later. In 1865 Ward Mallory bought. 
refitted, and occupied it until 1868, when he sold it to lon Andrus, who 
came from Lake Geneva. This proprietorship may have continued for fifteen 
vears and was followed by Benjamin Bassler, Greenleaf W. Collins, Mr. 
Erchinbeck, Mr. Longley, Mrs. Strow, and possibly others. in uncertain 
order. About 1909 this ancient hostelry was converted to other uses, never 
again, it is probable. to supply solid comfort and liquid delight to either 
traveler or citizen. 

On the blackened site of the Delavan Flouse arose in 1894 the Hotel 
Delavan, built and equipped in one of the styles of that vear for Wisconsin 
cities of the fourth class—that is. outwardly high and not unsightly and com- 
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fortable and convenient in modern ways within. Clarence W. Bartram built 
the new house and kept it four or five years, when it passed to John B. De- 
Janey, and thence severally to William Bowman, of Racine, Mrs. Barrett and 
her sons, and lastly to William Bowers of Burlington. 

The Mabie Brothers caine to Delavan in 1850 and bought farm property 
as well as interests in the village. and thereafter wintered their menagerie, 
live stock—horses and wild beasts—near the lower end of the lake. Thus, 
this became the starting point of each season's tour of the states. As the 
Mabies raised and bought grain, turned out good flour and plenty of it, and 
made dates for show performances at home, the citizens of the village and 
its neighborhood were supplied at lowest market rates with these prime needs 
of Romans—“bread and circuses —-and the Caesars, had they reigned at 
Delavan. could not have done these things better. Other men, whose exper- 
rence had been gained in the service of the Mabies, or who were influenced by 
the example of their success. set out from time to time with traveling shows. 
for One or more seasous each. For twenty vears the city and the circus were 
associated in the minds of severely-meral editors in the far northern counties, 
half of whom mispelled the name of the “wickedest town in Wisconsin.” and 
none of whom dared to offend rich sinners living north of Winnebago lake. 
Delavan circus owners were reputable and useful citizens, and their imen. 
armed with tent stakes. could hold thetr own against the midnight assaults of 
gangs that thought no deed was so finely heroie as to ‘“‘clean out” a circus. All 
that. for Delavan, has so Jong ago passed away that one now living must be 
well past middle age who last saw a Delavan cirens. 

Nicholas M. Harrington may have been in 1853 the first banker at Dela- 
van: but was not. as has been told, the first in the county. That distinction, 
such as it was, belonged to Mr. Richardson. who opened the Bank of Geneva 
in I848. In his appreciative autobiography, Mr. Harrington mentioned with- 
out wearisome dates or other useful details his various private and public 
utilities. Since he who knew the affairs of this bank, if bank it was, from 
the inside. has left its tale nntold, it can be inferred here only that it was inost 
likely useful to its patrons, and that it closed without great disaster to himself. 

Railway prospects for Delavan brightened in 1854 and her Nbheral aid in 
village bonds and individual subscriptions made certain her early connection 
with all that part of the world which really moves. Business m real estate 
increased at once in anticipation of the first train arrival. and other businesses 
joined the forward march. The track layers stopped at Burlington for the 
winter of 1855-6, but resumed work before the frost was out of the ground. 
reaching the village about Mav. Fora few months Delavan became a term- 
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inal station, with a rough shed for engine shelter, while the work was pushed 
forward, reaching Beloit in that year. Early in the same hopetul year the 
Walworth County Bank was organized, with William C. Allen as president 
and Witliam W. Dinsmore as cashier. Jt was then, or a little later, owned 
mostly by \W. Augustus Ray and Henry M. Ray, his father. In 1865 the 
First National Bank grew out of the older bank, with Otho Bell as president 
and \W. .\ugustus Ray as cashier. Its other principal incorporators were Will- 
iam C. .\llen, \lanson H. and D. Bennett Barnes, Ira Ford, Sarah FP. iNeél- 
sey, Ebenezer Latimer, Jeremiah Mabie, Lafayette Pitkin, Henry AI. Ray, 
Charles Thaddeus Smith, Warren \V. Sturtevant, Alfred D. and Salmon 
Thomas. In 1880 this bank closed and was succeeded by the banking house 
of E. Latimer & Company, with .\. Hastings Kendrick as cashier. Mr. Lati- 
mer died in 1910, but the hank retained his name until 1911, when it became 
the Wisconsin State Bank. Its capital is $30,000, its deposits about $400,000. 
Mr. IXendrick is now president and Charles 1H. Shulz 1s cashier. 

The Citizens Bank of Delavan began business in March. 1875, with Frank 
Leland as president and Charles B. Tallman as cashier. The leading stock- 
holders were Otho Bell, James H. Camp. George Cotton, John De\Wolf, 
Jamin H, Goodrich, W. Willard Isham, T. Perry Jaines. Henry G. Reichwald, 
and Charles S. Teeple. At present its capital is $50,000. its deposits about 
S6o00,000. Both these banks are now in buildings designed for their purpose. 
handsome and substantial without, businesslike and suitable within. Both 
hanks have passed the perils of infaney, and may be regarded as imstitutions 
—things that cdo not pass away. 

Men of Delavan early enough saw the importance to their village of 
local manufacturing, and good workmen found no want of encouragement 
even if their eapital was but small. Wagon shops, planing null, foundry. 
punip-works, tack factory, shoe factory were among many undertakings 
which, cach in its turn. was foreed. sooner or later, to vield to conditions 
imposed by the newer system of factory prodnetion that has so effectually 
forced apart the local manufacturer and lus home customer. Mr. Tshain be- 
gan in 1845 a shop for blacksmith and general woodwork which soon became 
a prosperons wagou and carriage shop. With changing partnerships and 
readjustments of the business he persevered for about a quarter century, and 
then went into other business. 

The pump and windmill works began in 1861, owned by Trumbull 1D. 
Thomas, followed by a long list of firins and single owners, the best remem- 
bered of whoin were Patrick Gorintey and Oliver G. Stowell. Tis enterprise 
continued for twenty or thirty vears to make Delavan known far and wide 
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by its works. The tack factory, not owned by Delavan men. oceuptied the 
pump-shop building for a few years and then its machinery and business were 
taken elsewhere. 

Men of Chicago came in 1903 with the Globe Wnitting Works. The 
late W. W. Bradley's successors beeaine managers in 1905, having formed a 
company of stockholders. with an investment of $300,000. The works have 
been greatly extended and improved. Their production is mostly “sweaters” 
of ligh quality and in many styles and colors. About three hundred persons 
are emploved steadily, mostly drawn from Delavan and its vicinity. The 
effect of sueh an enterprise on the general prosperity of the city is noticeable. 
The present officers of the company are John J. Phoenix. president: \Wilham 
B. Tyrrell, vice-president: Ithel B. Davies, treasurer; William AH. Tyrrell, 
Uieasiinel:, 

THE PRESS. 


The newspapers of Delavan began in 1852 with the Hl alzworth County 
Journal, by John C. Bunner, with help from open-handed eitizens. In 1855 
the way was clear for Joseph Baker and Wilham MM. Doty, with the Delavan 
Alessenger, and with liberal help, for the village needed and would have a local 
newspaper. In 18357 Mr. Baker and James W. Lawton re-named the paper 
Delavan Northron, a name indicating the political sentiment of editors and 
patrons. Ilenry L. Devereux, an old-time printer, bought Mr. Baker's in- 
terest and soon sold it to Mr. Lawton, who changed the name in 1862 to Dela- 
van Republican. EF. G. Wheeler put forth the Patriot in 1861, but it was soon 
merged, name and all, in the older concern, whieh for two or three years 
joined the two named and then became again the Republican. Messrs. NX. D. 
Wright and .\ndrew J. Woodbury hought the office at Mr. Lawton’s death, 
In I871, and a few months later Mr. Wright was sole owner. He was an 
excellent printer and competent editor. In 1874 he removed to Rockford 
and the new owners placed Frank Leland temporarily in editorship. He 
retired in April, 1875. and George B. Tallman appeared as editor and printer. 
The owners, then, or soon thereafter, were Charles B. and George B. Tall- 
man. 1). Bennett Barnes and Cyrus Williams. Another change lett the Tall- 
mans in full control. 

George B. Tallman’s local editorship had a half-reckless, off-hand, good- 
humored quality. unmatched elsewhere in the county. and lus paper was very 
readable whenever his press happened to stand nearly level and the ink to be 
evenly distributed: for he was no pressman, though he was a rapid type-setter. 
Weekly, throughout the vears. he would stand upright at his case. without 
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written copy, talking. langhing, whistling, and set up a coluinn of “local items” 
—crisp, racy, slangy—increasing in length from a half-line to four or five 
lines. 

Wilbur G. Weeks. a better printer and more careful editor than Tall- 
ian, bought the office in 1881, improved its equipment and its business, and 
made the Republican good property. He sold it in 1908 to A. S. Hearn of 
Dodgeville. from whom it passed in October. 1909, to Maurice Morrissey, with 
L. F. Malany as business manager. 

In 1859 G. W. D. Andrews, then on an informal furlough from service 
in the regular army, came to stay the rising tide of Republicanism by printing 
a few numbers of the [Valworth County Sovereign. This paper's short career 
was ended by fire, and its portly editor was afterwards arrested as a deserter. 

A boy of Darien, Frank P. Howard, aged about sixteen, owner of a 
make-shift press and as much half-worn type as he could hit easily, came 
this way in 1898 to publish the Delavan Tribune. The boy had natural 
aptitudes which more judiciously guided and encouraged might have made 
him a useful man. To begin as master of a calling of which he had learned 
no part was to set out by a short but rngged road to failure. But the poor boy 
had done something to make a second paper at Delavan, and his foolish ven- 
ture led to something better. He died early. 

The Delavan Enterprise began in 1878 under ownership ot competent 
printers and with vigorous editorship, namely, that of Clarence R. and Edgar 
W. Conable, of an old county family. Though a Republican paper, the 
finterprise, in 1882, jomed the rebellion against Charles G. Williams, who 
was in that year defeated at the congressional election. Tliram T. Sharp. a 
lawyer and a gentleman, became owner and editor in 1884. He was not a 
printer, nor had he been trained to editorship. He could only make the En- 
terprise clean and decent, like himself, and keep it so. He sold it in 1893 
to Grant D. [larrington (son of an old and worthy citizen of Delavan), who 
became its editor for the next five vears. David B. Harrington, an uncle, 
who was a printer and an old-time editor, sometimes contributed to campaign 
discussion and showed younger men what editorship was of yore. The younger 
Harrington has since said that he can not “point with pride’ to anything in 
his editorial career. No becomingly modest man wastes time in porting 
backward in his own rough road to the stars. Grant D. Harrington has vet 
to disappoint the reasonable hopes of lus friends in any of lus undertakings 
Ile was well equipped for every duty of a village newspaper office and he 
restored the /Suferprise to life and usefulness, made it truly a second paper 
at Delavan, and sold it in t8o8 to Frank M. Stevens. Tt. J. Seott bought it 
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in 1900, but sold again to Stevens in tgo1. In 1902 William .\. Dean took 
possession and the next year William T. Passage, son of the pioucer merchant, 
became a partner and in 1908 sole owner, Judging from outward appear- 
ances, the progress of the Enterprise since 1893 has been steadily forward. 
Both offices at Delavan are equipped with power presses and the Republican 
is linotyped. 

L. and Milton A. Brown, father and sou. were successful horse-breeders 
and decent men, but were not of the stuff of which editors or printers are 
conunonly made. They must have believed that Mr. Cleveland was about to 
be re-elected to the presidency, tor they began their apprenticchood very early 
in 1888 by publishing, January 7th, the first number of a second I] alworth 
County Democrat. This paper was edited and printed, though few or none 
can now tell how, for something like a year: but the result of the election did 
not encourage further amateur effort in organ-inaking = In all this, however, 
was one then very voung man’s opportunity, and the evolution of a real editor 
began in the person of William T. Passage. 


RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 


Seventeen men and women formed a Baptist society September 21, 
1839. with Rev. Henry Topping as pastor, and in 1841 a church was built of 
wood, at cost of about one thousand five hundred dollars, thirty-six by fifty 
feet on the ground, with seats for two hundred persons. This was on a lot 
given by the Phoenix proprietors, and this desirable site, fronting the west 
side of the park is still occupied by the society. A brick church was built 
in 185.4 with one-third more floor space at cost of four thousand dollars. This 
society, for long the largest of its denomination in the state, and vet the Iead- 
ing one in the county. built its third church in 1880, seventy by one hundred 
and twenty-eight feet on the ground. .\fter Mr. Topping, the pastors have 
been John H. Dudlev 1844. Mead Bailey 1850, Newell Boughton 1853. \lbert 
Sheldon 1854, Jerenuah D. Cole 1858, John Williams 1860, David Burbank 
1862, Ethan B. Palmer 1864, Joseph Ik. Johnson 1865, Charles TP. Roe 1868, 
David E. Walteman 1869, Charles .\. Hobbs 1884, Wiliain R. Yard = tgqo9. 
The long pastorates of Messrs. Hlalteman and Ilobbs had a parallel in another 
church fronting the same park. 

St. Andrew's parish was formed by assembling the somewhat widely 
dispersed families of Delavan and adjoining towns t1 1851. [In 1853 a little 
chapel was built at Fourth and Matthew streets. and the Rev. Fathers Con- 
way. Francis Prendergast and P. J. Mallon were successively sent for this 
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pioneer work. About 1859 Father George Fl. Brennan came as a resident 
priest, followed by 7. c\, Sinith'in 1861, Henry]. Keche 1863, Lawrences 
Kenney 1&64, Jacob Morris 1866, Richard Dumphy 1869, J. Eugene Allen 
1878, Michael J. Taugher 1881, Joseph G. Smith 1886, John Buckley 1909, 
Father .\len was the last who drove through sunshine, cloud, mud and un- 
beaten snow to munister to the mission parish of St. Patrick's, at Elkhorn. 
While lot values were relatively quite low the parish bought at Walworth 
avenue and Seventh street, and in 1895 one of the finest churches in the 
county was dedicated. A well-chosen cemetery lot was acquired at an early 
opportunity, and many of the dead of Elkhorn and other towns were buried 
there. This ground joins Spring Grove cemetery, with no barrier between. 
The present valuation of all the parish property, which includes a fine house 
for the priest, is about seventy-five thousand dollars. The parish is in ex- 
cellent condition for its work. 

The Congregational society dates its beginning July, 1841, with ten 
members. .\ little church was built at the north side of Maple Park in 1844, 
with an outlay ot one thousand dollars—then a large sum for an unselfish 
purpose. .\ new chureh, with brick walls, forty-two bv seventy-five feet, was 
built in t856 at cost of five thousand dollars. This has since been extended, 
modernized and improved. Rev. Amnon Gaston began his triple service. 
here, at Elkhorn, and at Sugar Creek m 1841. .\iter him came Prederick Th 
Pitkin 1845, Lucius l*oote 1847 (1798-1887), Joseph Colle 1854. \William E. 
Davidson 1896, Sedgwick Porter Wilder 1898 (1847-1905), Howard W. 
Kellogg 1905, Thistle .\. Wilhams tgog. Afr. Colles long service is note- 
worthy. 

Christ Church parish was formed im July, 1844, with Nehemiah Barlow 
aid Hezekiah Wells as wardens, Caleb Croswell, B. |. Newberry, Joseph 
Rector, Dr. Shepard Sherwood, Salmon Thomas as vestrymen. .\- sinall 
house at the south side of the park answered the passing need until 1877. 
when work began anew on the parish Jot at Walworth avenue and 1 ifth 
street. In 1879 this building was dedicated and has since been extended and 
improved and a rectory added, making the total estate worth about twenty- 
five thousand dollars. The line of rectors began with Rev. Stephen Alcltugh 
1844. who was called to Madison in 1845 and returned in 1849—the interim 
filled by Rey. Ales Garett] Vhen cance Guriit 1 iPeteiet se tose in, “ldewine 
Joseph Tl. Nichols, Albert Scott Nicholson 1861, Gardiner M. Skinner 1862, 
George WW. Dean 1865, Fortune C. Brown te7oseavard Kho swectland Taam 
Joel Clark 1879, Charles Holmes 1880, Charles L. Mallory 1891, James B. 
MeCullough tgor. Edward S. Barkdull 1902) Jali Wintet9e6. iar see 
Milne roto. 
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Troy circuit, Methodist Episcopal. was formed in 184i and included 
Fagle, Troy. Lagrange, Sugar Creek, Darien and Delavan. Except Rev. 
Messrs. Leonard [. Moulthrop and Ilenry Whitehead, named in 1841, and 
Hirain Allen in 1845-6, the workers in this then difficult field, for the first 
ten years, are not indicated by the record of credentials filed at the office of 
the clerk of the circuit court, though there were probably others than these 
three. Reuben Richardson Wood (1819-1906), ordained in 1842. came to 
Delavan as resident pastor in 1850, doubtless with assigmment to duty at 
Darien. In 1853 Ienos Stevens and J. H. Hopeton supplied a short vacancy 
filled in that vear by Elisha Page, after whom John Tibbals 1854, lliram II. 
Hersey (1812-1884) in 1856, Thomas White 1858, Russell P. Lawton 18509, 
Cyrus Scammon 1860, James B. Cooper 1801, A. C. Manwell 1803. G. W. 
Delamatyr 1867, Reuben B. Curtis 1869. Stephen Smith 1870, Edward S. 
McChesney 1871. .\lonzo Mansfield Bullock 1872, A. C. Higgins 187.4, Olin 
Curtis 1875. Henry Faville 1876, Edward G. Updike 1878, John Scott Davis 
1881, William B. Robinson 1883, Saimuel C. Thomas (1810-1894) in 1884, 
William H. Summers 1886, I'rederick C. Brayton 1888. George Verity 1889 
(died), Walter 1D. Cole 1890, Jeremiah FI. Hicks 1893. Stephen A. Olin 1894. 
Richard K. Manaton 1898. George Vater 1go00, Andrew Porter 1902, Sidney 
A. Sheard 1903, George M. White 1904, Rodman \W. Bosworth 1906, William 
Flooton 1go9. Messrs. Wood, Faville, and Updike passed to the Congrega- 
tional pulpit—the last-named in 1880. 


EDUCATIONAE, 


Dr. Joseph Rk. Bradway opened a private school in 1842 and taught until 
the house was burned in 1845. FE. D. Barber continued this school in the 
Baptist chureh. .\ conmon school was opened in 1843 1n Terrace street. A 
large and well-contoured lot was soon set apart for pernianent use, and from 
1&2 forward the present public school honse has been built by siecessive ad- 
ditions, until it has become a large and sightly building. fully equipped for 
its purpose. It faces Wisconsin street and the park and looks westward to- 
ward Main street. .\ litthe house had been built at the lower corner of the 
ground and is yet remembered as the ‘red school house.” The carltest teach- 
ers were Milo Kelsey and Enoch 11. M. Bailey, as nearly as can now be learned. 
After them, and before the opening of the high school were Damiel B. Maxson, 
William Hutchins, and’Mr. Baker about 1855. Fhe larger and better order 
of things began with .\ugustus Jackman Cheney in 1858 and continned by 
Warren D. Parker 1861, Thomas Chrowder Chamberlain 1865, L. 5S. 
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Sweezy 1867, R. W. Lang 1869, Melvin Grigsby about 1871, Elias Dewey 
1872 to 1887, George L. Collie 1537, fl. |e Bowell esc, Fee. Adrian dco 
J. HH. Hutehinson rS02) Charles \\> Kittenhero to0-) [incl b. Davies acaq. 
Henry A. Meleher 1906. There is some confusion of dates as to the service 
of Mr. Grigsby and Mr. Dewey. This schoo! employs sixteen teachers. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY: 


It is not probable that Delavan was for sixty years wholly destitute of 
other than private libraries, though nothing is told of them previous to 1899. 
In that year the Delavan Library and Literary Association began the forma- 
tion of a public library for the use of which the trifling fee of one dollar 
yearly was imposed. James Aram, who died in 1897, bequeathed fifteen thou- 
sand dollars to be used in providing a suitable lot and building for a free brary 
and to this added five thousand dollars as an endowment fund. This bequest 
was to become effective at the death of his wife, Mrs. Susan C. (Rood) Aram, 
which took place in 1905. She confirmed this legacy, and the city accepted 
it and assumed the duty of making it perpetually operative. Alexander H. 
Allyn added five thousand dollars to the library fund and the citizens con- 
tributed a like sum. .\ most desirable lot was chosen at Walworth avenue 
and Fourth street, and a building worthy of the city and the givers of the 
fund was dedicated July 8, 1908. Its cost was twenty-two thousand eight 
hundred dollars. It is ot stone, pressed brick, and is tile-roofed. Its situ- 
ation, just without the business district, 1s conveniently central, and affords a 
nuninium exposure to fires from adjacent property. 

The eity’s yearly appropriation is one thousand seven hundred and fifty 
dollars. The library opened with two thousand three hundred volumes. of 
which six hundred and eighty-six were reeeived from the library of 1899. At 
present the number of volumes is about four thousand. In its first year the 
circulation of books reaehed about twenty thousand volumes, and this rate 
has not since varied materially. The first and only president of the board 
of library directors is Mr. Allyn. Miss Laura I. Angell, too, has kept her 
post as librarian from the openig in 1908. 


WATER WORKS. 


Several springs were early known and were used for supplying men and 
beasts with clear, cool water. In 1&g2 it was found practicable to improve 
then and make them available for the whole city’s use. Pumps, engine, tank 
and distributing mains were supplied, municipal bonds to the amount of forty 
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thousand dollars being issued for this purpose. The source of this water 
seems exhaustless and its wholesome quality has been tested by generations 
of men. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


The old fire company at once prepared itself for highest efficiency. At 
present there are two hose companies and two hook and ladder companies, all 
well equipped and trained for their work. The several chiefs of the fire de- 
partment have been James Davidson 1894, Andrew J. Pramer 1895, Frank 
M. Stevens 1897, William T. Passage 18g9. The first officers under the newer 
order were D. Bennett Barnes, foreman, with A. \W. Pierce and George I*red 
Heminway as assistants; David T. Gifford, engineer, with Newton O. 
Francisco as assistant; Henry Gormley, hose captain, with George H. Sturte- 
vant and WW. H. Decker as assistants; Charles J. Walton, secretary; Levi J. 
Nichols, treasurer. .\ fire company must have existed as long ago as 1861, 
tor the late John Baptist Bossi (1831-1911) was for thirty-three years its 
treasurer. 

DELAVAN GUARDS. 


Sixty-one young men were organized April 26, 1880, as the Delavan 
Guards, and the company was assigned to the First Regiment of the \Viscon- 
sin National Guard, under Col. William B. Britton. of Janesville. Its first 
officers were Fred B. Goodrich captain, Charles T. Isham first leutenant. 
Menson Vedder second heutenant. The next captain was Horace L. Clark, 
and the third and last was Richard J. \Wilson. Governor Rusk called this. 
with several other companies, into service at Milwaukee, in 1886, to pre- 
serve the peace and dignity of the state when these were threatened by the 
rioters of that vear. The duty assigned to the company was that of guarding 
railway and manufacturers property against lawless attack. The company’s 
prompt obedience to call and soldterly conduct on duty were duly recognized 
at Madison, Milwaukee, and at home. Since 1889 no report has been sent to 
the adjutant-general, and at or nearly that date the company must have been 
dissolved. 

CITIES OF TITE DEAD. 


The growth of the village soon overtook and surrounded its first burying 
place. near the north end of Third street. [lere were buried the bodies of 
Colonel Phoenix and of his brother and brother's wife, and one may read 
there a few other onee familiar names, though tnost of the bodies have been 
removed. It is not here known when Spring Grove ceinetery was laid out, 
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but it was not long before or after 1860. The place chosen 1s on high ground, 
naturally separated by a narrow valley from the homes of the living, and one 
side overlooks the spread of waters locally called Lake Como. One may find 
there a few graves of persons who had hved at Darien, Elkhorn, Richmond, 
Sugar Creek, and \Walworth; for this was for long a finer burial ground than 
any in adjacent towns. Its contour and its readily drained soil has made it 
practicable to build several family vaults. .\ mausoleum was built at thie 
gateway in 1911-12, containing one hundred and fifty crypts. Its materials 
are Bedford stone. marble, cement, and steel, and these so designed and 
wrought as to make the structure likely to defy the tooth of time for millen- 
miads to come. The cost was about forty thousand dollars. 

By 1g11 the conviction at Delavan was that she had outgrown the me- 
diaeval passenger house at the railway station, and appeal to the state's rail- 
way comission was so far effective that in the wmter of r9g1I-12 a new 
house was built, across the track from the old one, with long and broad 
platforms of cement, and in most ways worthier of Delavan and more cred- 
itable to the railway inanagement. It is not imposing, but it 1s convemient, 
comfortable, and clean, and less a cave of gloom than the old building. The 
street approaches are macadanuzed. 

As at first platted the village was a small quadrangle east of the creek, to 
which Walworth avenue descends not too abruptly. Village growth was 
limited northwardly by the valley of the creek and the high-banked shore of 
Como, aud hence began eastward and southward, on a broad and _ easily 
drained area. Then it crossed the valley, which at the avenue is not very 
wide, to the more quickly-rising westward ascent, at the top of which a few 
pleasant suburban blocks he im front of the School for the Deaf. which looks 
southward. further growth carried the city eastward on the Elkhorn road 
and southward across the railway tracks. Between east and south seems the 
likehest direction for further expansion. 

lt has not been judged needful to mention specifically the various so- 
cieties for the furtherance of religion, morality, and culture of the finer arts, 
and the many affiliated societies; nor to deseribe parks, public halls, Masome 
temple, and many another evidence of pubhe spirit and enlightened taste. AI 
these and more in conung time may be presumed from even such madequate 
sketch as is here made of a community possessed of the sinews of action and 
animated by the forward spirit of the ages, past, present. and to come. 
Delavan will at some time have its own Iustory, compiled by one or more of 
its well trusted citizens and in just proportion from the invaluable personal 
knowledge of survivors of the sub-pioneer period. 
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The village having been incorporated in 1855 an election of village 
officers, April 29, 1856. resulted in choice of Leonard FE. Downie as president, 
William ©. Allen, James rain. W. Willard Isham, Edmund I. 3iilahie, 
Joseph Monell, Jr., and Trumbull D. Thomas as trustees, James Lewis clerk, 
Newton MeGraw treasurer, Nicholas Ml. Harrington and Ebenezer Latimer 
assessors, Nicholas Thorne marshal. [from causes now not assignable the 
official hsts of village and city, as shown here, are slightly defective. 
known causes they are lable to be found shghtly inaccurate. They have been 
derived from the older county history, trom newspaper files at Delavan and 
Elkhorn and from records in the county clerk's office. 
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vears. The village became a city in 1897 by a general statute. 
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Except for Mr. Holmes's term, in 1888, Harry C. Johnson will have been 
treasurer for village and city from 1883 to 1914. As a citizen of Delavan 
remarked, ‘There is no use in anybody's tryin’ to run agin him.” The name 
of the treasurer for 1873 1s not found. 

.\ postoffice was established in 1837, at first to receive semi-weekly mails 
from Racine. It is now an office of the second class, with city carriers, and 
having five dependent free delivery rural] routes. Postmasters: Wialham 
Phoenix 1837, Cyrus Brainard 1845, William C. Allen 1846, Cyrus Brainard 
1847. Dr. Norman L. Gaston 1849, Nicholas M. Harrington 1853, George 
Cotton 1854. James Fl. Mansfield 1854 (at first as substitute for Mr. Cot- 
ton). Charles Snuth 1861. Martin Mulville 1870, Henry C. Hunt 1886, 
Hiram Terry Sharp 1890, John Passage 1894, Mrs. Adele E. Barnes 1808, 
Edward Morrissey 1906. Mr. Mulville, as a soldier of the Tenth Infantry, 
lost his left arm at Chickamauga. Mr. THunt (called Captain Hunt from hav- 
ing been master of a steamer on Delavan lake) lost his left leg at Peachtree 
Creek, as a soldier of the Twenty-second Infantry. Mr. Passage served in a 
Californian cavalry regiment. but the state census report of 1895 shows lim 
a second lieutenant of Second Massachusetts Infantry. Both statements may 
Devine, 

POPULATION OF TIIE VILLAGE AND CITY. 


1860, 1.543: 1870, 1.688; 1880. 1,798: 1890, 2,038; 1900, 2.244; IQI10, 
2-0.) BVeavards, in 1910: Iirst ward, 778, second ward, 756: third wardl, 


gio. 


CHAPTER AAs 
TOWN OF EAST TROY. 


The town of Troy, as established in 1838, included two government 
townships. It was divided March 21, 1843, and its eastern half, town 4 
north, range 18 east, became East Troy. The town of Mukwonago lies next 
north and the town of Waterford is next east. The slightly uneven surface 
of this town is generally about eight hundred and twenty-five feet above sea- 
level. Honey creek comes into East Troy at section 18, crosses sections 29. 
28, 21, 22, 23, 24, leaves the county to return to the southeast corner of sec- 
tion 36, and drains the eastern part of Spring Prairie. A brancli comes out 
of section 5 of Spring Prairie, winds across sections 32, 33. 28. 27, 26 and 
ends its course in section 23. Potter's lake, sections 10, 11, with connected 
ponds in sections 13, 14, discharge their little surplus into Honey creek at 
section 24. 

The group of lakes now named Beulah lies in sections 4, 5, 8, g, 16, 17, 18. 
The outlet of these Jakes finds its way through Mukwonago to Fox river. 
Lake Beulah station, Wisconsin Central Railway, in section 12, is a bit more 
than three miles from the namesake lakes, eighty-five miles from Chicago, 
and thirty-five miles (by rail) fron: Milwaukee. These lakes have long been 
known to local campers, boaters. fishers, and swimmers,—the latter favored 
by the irregular shore lines. .\t Tlately’s Bay (or Brooks Cove) on the upper 
lake, in section 17, the bottom drops away rapidly to the depth of sixty- 
seven feet within a few rods of shore, and for more thau a quarter-mile 
toward the opposite shore the water is sixty or more fect deep. .\t other 
points on the lower Jakes bottom is found at forty to fifty-four feet depth. A 
considerable part of the whole area, however. is but ten feet deep. The little 
companion lake, named Army or ast Troy, about a half-imle eastward, in 
section 16, is ut scant seventeen feet deep. .\ long. irregular island of 
about thirty-five acres m area is owned and has been improved and supplied 
with convement buildings by the University of St. Lows. About two hun- 
dred and fifty priests and students, escaping the discomforts of the city, find 
here a quict and healthful summer vacation. There are also other non-rest- 
dent owners of lakeside property. 
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The land area of the town is 20,995 aeres, the village uot included. The 
valuation in 1910 was $1,590,700—average value $75.76 per aere. The crop 
acreage tor 1910 was: Barley. 577; corn, 3.279; hay field, 1.802; oats, 2.386: 
potatoes, 109: rye, 214: wheat, 94. The assessed valuation of town and vil- 
lage was 4.77 per cent. of the valuation for the whole county. The federal 
census from 1850 to 1900 inclusive was, taken for town and village together: 
Tes0, 1.30. 160, 1.717. 1870, 1,431; 1880. 1.407: 18yo, 1.4062 1900, 
1.513. In tgto the poppulation of the town alone was 925 


Pike te ek Dalits, 


The first actual settler in East Troy, Mr. Roberts, had sold a recently 
made claim in Troy when he came, in the spring of 1836, to the north bank 
of Honey creek, in section 29, near the site of the present village, and was 
soon jomed by .\sa Blood. They built a cabin and worked about a year 
to assemble materials for a saw-mill. Then Jacob Burgit came that way, 
bought their rights, and built the mill. In another year he began to produce 
mill-stuff for framed houses in the village and elsewhere. Mr. Blood passed 
over to the town of Sugar Creek, and Mr. Roberts passed from the annals 
of the town and the county. In that first year of East Troy came also 
Cyrus Cass to section 21, Daniel I. Griffin to section 20, Jacob Haller to 
section 35. -\len Harrington to section 21. Lyman [ill to section 3. .\ustin 
McCracken to the village site (and in 1839 was licensed to keep a tavern), 
Oliver Rathburn to section 2. The next vear brought Gorham Bunker, 
Jacob Burgit, Dr. William MM. Gorham, Gaylord Graves, Benjamin and has 
H. Jennings, John .\. Larkin, Llenry Powers, Dr. James Tripp, James W. 
Vail, William \Weed and Benjamin \Whitcomb. 

Not all who came in the first few vears remained long enough to leave 
distinct trace in record or clear impression in memory. Lucius olen. the 
Chafin brothers, Stephen Mield. Wilder M. Howard, Martin Pollard and John 
J’. Potter were among the men of 1838: Seth Beekwith and S. Buel Edwards 
were of those of 1839. Among notable arrivals were those of Dr. Daniel 
Allen, Capt. George Fox and Sewall Smith. Among the departures were 
that of Mary A (Spoor). wife of Lucius len. November 13. 1838, for 
a better world: and that of Doetor Tripp for his new village of Whitewater. 
He built a saw-rll in 1838 at the Beulah outlet. and soon found Inwvers. 

Patentees, not above named, of land within the town were:  Thonime 
Albiston, Robert: \ugier, James \W. Bartholf, Tlenry Bear. \lexander Brush 

(18) 
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Beardsley, Nelson Beckwith, John Beers, Harvey Birchard, Hiram Brewster, 
Homer and Seymour Brooks, William Brownley, L. Warren Burgess, Joln 
Cameron, Jolin Chadwick, Sherod Chapman, Isaac Drake, Joseph H. and 
William DP. Edwards. Chauncey Eggleston, Henry Moore Filley, James and 
John Iraser, Jacob Funk, Joseph Gillard, John Hardy, Wilham Haynes, 
Jeremiah [Tlaynes Heath, Simon Tleath, Seth Williams Higgins, John 
Hollenbeck, [elhott Hulbert, Isom Ingalls, John P. Johnson, James Keeler, 
Erastus MM. Kellogg, Robert Keyes. Jgnatz Inuenzle. Frederick WKyburz. 
Charles Levanway, Tatrick McGee, Darius J. McPherson. James B. Martin, 
Urban D. Meacham, Warren D. Meeker, Joseph Stephen Nlorey, Benjamin 
Newcomb, Philip Wheeler Nichols, Elijah Norton, Michael O'Regan, William 
Perry, .\hert Li Pierce, Jolin Randall. Gcorce lex Kay) Villian elias 
son, Burrill Rood, John Schwartz, Israel Rufus Scott, George Smith, John 
Svng Spoor, John Sprague, Charles Taylor, Robert Black Tedford, Daniel 
Thompson, Gordon Manwarmng Vinal, David Whiteman, Jonah Wicker. 
Ambrose Wilkes, John Bernhardt Wilmer, [Erastus Benjamin Wright. 
esides these the census of 1842 names, as heads of families: Brooks 
Bowman, .\Ibert Dreens, William Chafin, Stillman Dewey. Hersey Estes, 
Delanson and Reuben Griffin, Lyman Parvey. Robert Hotchkiss. Roderick 
Kelloge. Samuel Kyburz, James S. Marcy ey ilhanre vend, Oren lena 
Hirain Perry, Stillman Pollard, William Porter, Sarah Rose. .\bel Sperry. 
Sylvanus Spoor, Williant Trumbull, Isaae Webber, .\bel Ward Wright. 

Robert A\ugier (1785-1862) had wife Abigail (1786-1862) and lett 
descendants of his own and other names. 

seth Beckwith came early, sold in 1842 to bel Sperry, and passed 
Notlinard.. Nol anear relative of 4 ikene 

John Beers (1803-1885), a native at, Pennies cance tor Kectipineees 
with wife, Mary Crites (1820-1892). 

Tfomer and Seymour Brooks were sons of David and wife Catharine 
Suupson, of Ovid. New York. Homer, born in 1819, is vet living in section 
17, near the Beulah Jake-group. In 1849 he married Almira, daughter of 
Jacob Burgit and AMlary Gardner. Seyinour Brooks (1821-1892) married 
Susi (7826-18098), daughter of Peter Bulman. [lis farni was in section 5, 
near the foot of the lakes. Both of these men were early and active in the i- 
provement of live stock, and their work praised them. 

Cyrus Cass (r8t2-g2) married Elizabeth 5. Thomas (1825-1899). His 
farm, an almost lordly domain, lay both sides of Tloney creek, sections 21, 28. 
OF lus children, Clarence W. died in service mthe Phi) Cavalrs, an jeden 
Thomas is a dawyver at Whitewater. 
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Joseph H. Edwards (1781-1853) and wife. Abigail Buel (1790-1867), 
came about 18jo to section 15. Their son, Simon Buel (1815-1893), was 
born in Broome county. New York: married. first, [elizabeth Aun (1818- 
1881), daughter of Isaac LU. Wheeler, in 1838: moved to Whitewater in 
1878, where he married again. He was a good farmer and a worker in 
and for the County .\gricultural Society. 

Chauneey Eggleston (1795-1848) was born tn Connecticut. [lis wife. 
Chloe, was a daughter of Jonathan Coe. Their daughter, Charlotte Coe 
Eggleston. was born in 1827 and died in 1897. 

Capt. George Fox (1791-1864) was a descendant of that John Fox 
whose tremendous work, in two or three folio volumes, entitled ““Acts and 
Monuments of the Church,” by powerful condensation became ‘Fox's Book 
of Martyrs,” and was well read by eight or ten generations of pious men and 
women. Two daughters of Captain [fox were each in succession wife of 
Een, )Olniaie. Lotter. 

James I'raser (1787-1876) and wife [Elizabeth (1782-1867) came from 
one of the Orknevs. and bought Jand in section 26. Of their eliuldren, 
Alexander, Charles and John were long active in town affairs, and Margaret 
became Mrs. Orlando Jennings. 

Doctor Gorham came from Milwankee, lived a few years at East Troy, 
and returned to the city. 

Jacob Haller (1809-1894), a native of canton of \argau. Switzerland. 
came fo .\merica in 1823, and to section 35 of this town in 1828. His wife 
was Elizabeth KE. (1813-1894). .\ daughter was wife of Hon. Frank Iraser. 

Jeremiah Flavnes Heath, with Simon Heath, came to section 26. We 
married Hannah E. MeDuifie in 1842. 

Wilder Mack Howard (1821-1910), son of Joseph and Rosanna, was 
born at .\ndover, Vermont. He was apprenticed to John .\. Larkin, a slioe- 
maker and an early settler. His first wife, Electa L.. daughter of Timothy 
and Sally Howard, died in 1878. Ths second wife was Elizabeth Fountain. 
He was a soldier of Company FE. First Heavy .\rtillery. 

Rev. Erastus Martin Kellogg (born 1815), a deseendant in fifth gen- 
eration from Deacon Samuel Kellogg and Sarah Merril, was apparently a 
non-resident investor. Roderick. his father’s third cousin, was born in 
1796 and married Sally Taylor. Of two sons and six daughters, none are 
known to have remained in the county. 

Frederick WKyburz (1809-1892) came from Switzerland. his wife, 
Louisa (born 1822), was born in Hanover. Daniel Kyburz, born in 1777 
and living in 1860, was probably his father and Mrs. Jacob Haller as prob- 
ably his sister. This family lived 11 section 14. 
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Martin Pollard (1813-1895), son of Joseph Pollard and Martha Martin, 
married July 9, 1840, Rachel (1810-1895), daughter of William Powers 
and Susan Cooper, and settled in section 2. Rachel died March 29th and 
Martin followed .\pril rst. One funeral service committed them to the burial 
ground at Mukwonago, 

The early settlers included several of the most capable and successful 
farmers and stock breeders of the county and the movement for organizing 
a county agricultural society began with men of East Troy and their relatives 
and neighbors of Troy. While the trade with Milwaukee was overland and 
sometines difficult and tedious, the town’s position gave an advantage, by 
a few blessed nules. over men of other towns. \When placed between two 
railway lines, with little direct advantage from either, the East Trojans sat 
not on their plow-beams sadly, but made the best of their not wholly unhappy 
situation until the \Wiseonsin Central Railway Company made a station at 
Benlah and gave them a direct way to Chicago. Tlius line passes from Honey 
Creek by sections 25, 24; 12, 12. 12; dkaving the town: tear Niniavonage,: 
about six miles of its tracks within the town of East Troy. The electric 
line from Milwaukee passes by way of Mukwonago across sections 2, 3. 10, 
9. 16, 20 to [tast Troy village. 

The town records have been quite generally in competent hands and are 
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Wenicsh Nrosch. 222s 1898-1 yo2 
Wilham Metntosh_—- ~~~ 1852-4, (72 
Urban Duncan Meacham-____- iaf5 
Charles S. Mliller=_1875-Gy 53-90 s— 
penjamnt Poe stitchell. 22a 1QO8-9 
esse eT ale yee 1886-7 
CEA) i889, ‘O4 
IDamieve \\. Vattersoi..2 aan 1872 
MPIC er MeeersONci 2 22a eeee 1856 
Dial Centar ills... .1227eqee 1867 
miele -ONers 2.2 a See 1890, 92-2 
cmon! 240 i. See S47 
magna). Randallye see r851 
emer Wlexaticer Kay oe ee 1850 
eittiew NK OfCTS 2. 422 eee ee 1905-6 
Chaties Schader...---- 2. _— 1904 
emige ohieliis. 222022. ISgo-1, “O5 
Neie-eya ottlhwellzg22ee22 22. 1859 
itoemiile Stones .2.-2 2252202 1866-7 
Ole. Stonevo oe ole | S68-70 
Pimtge B\. Swolhoda. 2225. IQIO-12 
Ta eM evs. MANION Spc os ooo 1882 
Poigeteee NAVE So 2. 2 oe 1845 
lieeeer ) ombleson_..20 2 lease, (45 
Darga). an 7Alidt 2-222 2--2 = - 18351 
ietimetey\ AirONsaefeese. cee [QO1-2 
John Waekton....-..---...- 1Y03-4 
miele are \Wright.2222-. > 1844 
Meopee ll. Sitlitlic gelato 1850 
Gregory Bentlev--_ 1851, 953-4. 

"56, “58 
meeustus C. Itrady_..-..22 8 1852 


iat |. © Owleso= 2. ee ties 
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Re ton Nilig.2 3222-2 1859 
Tosepht \\,-Chuten= == ae 1861 
enry Bs Clatki 22 sees 1863-4 
Sidiex ai. Culla See 1865-7 


Washington Sidney Keats__-_-- 
1886-84, (94-7 
Willtam Goodrich Keats--1885, ‘92 


Simeone: Giaves same ee 1893 
@liarles 1. Zinnia ae 1898-1900 
Charles F. liunter See IQO1-02, ‘O04 
> hner sr iicbayee === 1903 
John: U hricttie 2 1905-6 
Charles 1. 2 \ tenses eee 1907-8 


Joseph Henry Flemmbauch_- 1909-12 


TOWN TREASURERS. 


Jaeob Dureitss == ee 1843-5. 48 
Benty B.Glathes: == sae 1846, "49 
osepli a dats aes eee 1847 
Seviouie isrooks eee 1850 
(reonge: [devant 2 See ee 1851 
Hiner: he et suc Jee eee 1852 
(eUGIigic ab Ned) ee eee 1853-4 
Ponisi eit aes ee 1855 
Si oiiices USSelli= eee 1550. Ol 
Niesenieny< Ciel Spee 1857 
eimes eb almiers_..22 ee ee te 1858 
iment. C lath. 2 Seas 1859 
inthe Coleiiatees =. eee 1860 
Georce Bentley 2222. =e 1862 
Spc Dariteee eee 1862 


William Goodrich Neats__1864, 
69. 73-4 


Charles i eb laliard 2 eee 1865 
John Aes Stone) se eee 1866 
bidiwvese ible == ee aero 1s07.. 78 
Georce rie Simthnasses == [Ogle as 
Washington Sidney Keats____- 1876 
Whilham Fi, Neadows_--____- 1877 
James wenachail 22-2 cool] 1878-93 
[Gl cinta tal c1C\s ee oe 1894. ‘96-7 
Marae ickeniiaio== == == 1895 
Thomas W. O'Connor. -_~ 1898-1900 
Vinten Wickerians. 2 IQOI 
Richard Brownlee, Jr. ---._- 1902-6 
Waline) oopetclat =. 1907-9 
oni, Spetoht {22a IQ1O-12 


JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 


‘Jender ©. Babcock == aa== LS61-5 
Seymour (1rogks- eee 1860-6, 
"78-84, 87-9 
Thomas. burs 22 ane L8Q0-7 
janes; @hild2>.. 3222 2== oe 1866-7 
earence. Clic gs = ee P&8s8-o 
James Al. Crossweait-.- 22 _ 1907-8 
Wilham NS aniels= == 1898-9 
Charles sieey= 2 1873-81, 84-6 
Frank 1) asc) I881-2, (93 


SINCON dN Griese se oes 1886 
Tochigi gee tel geen 1897 
Washington S. Neats._1866, ‘68-84 
[Onis di tiosclin. 9. ae 1&o1 
Janes peeleri| 232-22 oe 1867-9 
Wiha iilier. 25 o5 22 1859-73 
Riley eee pclcer2 2 een ok 1859 
AISIESRC WIS es ee ea oe 1887 


iMhisha Stillinan 
[110s Ponca ee 1866-72 
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aidney b. fullar____1860, ‘62, David Pa ebster. 2. === 1872-8 
‘64-6, °7 1-96 Chin eel. eee 1896-7, 1906-7 
LOM Aw i 1900-’— Ome \\ ite... re 1S64 


There are five school distriets wholly within the town, a joint distriet 
with Troy and one with Waterford. The postoffice at Lake Beulah. of the 
fourth class, has two rural delivery routes. 


VILLAGE OF EAST TROY. 


Jacob Burgit and Austin McCracken laid out their village in 1847, on 
each side of the territorial road from Milwaukee to Janesville, making Main 
street of that part of the highway lying within village limits. Running from 
its eastern beginning nearly southwest by westerly (making an angle of 
382° with the meridian line), this street makes an angle of 157° at its 
Church street crossing and leaves the western limit at an angle of 814° with 
an east and west line. This one irregularity lends a slightly metropolitan 
aspect to the village plat, the other streets lying in the direction of section 
lines. The site was well chosen, affording short drainage lines. and the 
soil pernutting dry cellars of any desired depth. Lots were sold on easiest 
terms to buyers, and as there were already a few dwellings and stores. the 
village had a healthy and hopeful infancy. 

In the first period of railway building one line from the lake to the river 
passed by ten miles northward and another about as far southward, and the 
Milwaukee & Beloit Company, ia 1857, brought but delusive hope to villagers. 
Several years later a line from Chicago crossed the township five miles east- 
ward, and the branch line from Elkhorn to Eagle is nearly as far westward. 
East Troy for more than forty years lay in a rail-less area. The village 
worked. hoped, waited, and respected itself, and at last rejoined the long 
lost world in 1907 by way of an electric line to Milwaukee. In spite of 
this long want of railway connection the village was always fair in the 
eyes of visitors, and its qiickened prosperity has added something to its 
earlier attractions. 

Wilham Burgit built a grist-null in 1844. near the village. [a 1848 he 
sold it to George M. Cousins, Peter .\. Cramer and Gideon Garrett. The 
next year Mr. Cousins left the firm and the mill was sold back to Mr. Burgit, 
from whom it passed in 1853 to Flenry B. Evans. Edward Pl. Ball and John 
W. Denison bought it at a sheriff's sale in 1862, and sold it in 1863 to Byron 
Brown, Wilham 0. Smith bought it in 1866, Jonas Tl. and William El. Fox 
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in 1869, Charles IF. Zartrow in 1870. Charles .\. Sehmidt in 1876. No 
further change of ownership is found in record. The mull is vet in operation 
for local custom. 

CITURCHES. 


Ten members constituted a Baptist society, October 5, 1842. These 
were Elvira, Trene and (William) Duncan, Mrs. Elizabeth Ann (Wheeler) 
Edwards, Gaylord and Naney Graves. Horace Smith, Ehza Sperry, Gilbert 
and Marvy \Vaters. The line of pastors was Alva Burgess 1842, James 
Delaney 1845. Milo B. Treinain, Jaines Suimier, George \V.. Gatess eter 
Conrad. Orra Martin (temporary), Amos Weaver 1860, Daniel Dve 1861. 
i. Lo Seoneld 18657 C. J. Be jackson 1865, James Delaiicvesi sO eee 
Rupert 1879-82, Wilbur AW. Conner 1883. David P. Phillips 1886. There 
were imtervals, short and long, during which the pulpit was supplied from 
neighboring churehes, or was vacant. Mr. Phillips died July 5, 1886, and 
but oeeasional service was held until Rev. David L. Holbrook came on J\pril 
4, 1898. and with that day closed the record of this onee strong echureh, so 
_ reduced by deaths and removals. Soon after this the building became a hall 
for the Modern Woodmen. In 1905 the remaming members received formal 
letters of dismissal. 

Before 1848 Rev. Thomas Morrissey and others of the Catholic faith 
came from Burlington, Lake Geneva, and Waterford to hold service at 
private houses. In that vear Viear-General Kundig ministered similarly, and 
after hin Kev. Matthias Gernbauer. In 1854 a churelt was biilt at a cost of 
twelve linndred dollars. In 1855 R®v. Sebastian Seit becani® for a few 
months. the first resident priest of St. Peters. .\iter him was. Mlichael 
[larder 1855, Thonias Keenan 1857, James Stehle 18sy. Lawrence \. Kenney 
1860, George L. Willard 1864, John Casey 1866, FE. A. Graves 1868, H. I. 
Fairbank 1869, Thomas Bergen 1870, James Iitzgibbon 1876. J. Eugene 
Klien 1881, bligo Wieter 1884, Jahn Wl. Neller 1870 Jolnui |. © Leare asa: 
Charles Schnnid 1896, John Joseph Weinhoff in the same year and until now. 
Of thesé, the dates of birth and death are shown for Father Bergen 1844-79. 
Fitzgibbon 1827-97, Haider 1820-85, Keenan 1829-80, Kenney 1836-70, 
Nundig 1805-79, Willard 1836-80. In 1870 a substantial chureh was built 
at cost of sixteen thousand dollars. and a selool house in 1889 at cost of 
four thousand dollars. The somewhat variable membership is now about 
one hundred twenty families. St. Peter's cemetery, laid out at a well-chosen 
point in section 17, nearly two nnles from the village. was for many years 
the resting place of the Gatholie <leal of other toni cvenmas tar awa 


Elkhorn. 
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Mrs. Mary (Gardner) Burgit. Elizabeth Chafin, Stillman and Caroline 
Dewey, Amasa, .\raby, and Clarissa A. Hotehkiss, Wilham Trumbull, James 
W. and Rebeceaw\. Vail, Wilham and [lizabeth Weed met ati Mr. Vail's, 
June 22, 1839, to form a Presbyterian society. (A\Vithin two sears Alt. 
Hotehkiss died and Miss Clarissa had become Mrs. Trumbull.) A ehureh 
was built in 1849. In 1855 the society becaine Congregational, and in 1856 
began to build a new ehureh. This work was suspended from 1857 to 1871 
and finished in 1872. Its clergy hist 1s: Lemuel Flall 1839, David A. 
Sherman 1841, Cyrus FE. Rosenkrans 1845, Charles Morgan 1852, Avelyn 
Sedgwiek 1858. Miles Doolittle 1859, Charles Morgan 1860, Hanford Fowle 
1874. w\sher W. Curtis 1878. Josial Beardsley 1881. .\ugustus J. Flayner 
1888, George Mackey Whyte 1895. Thomas W. Barbour 1897. S. Wilbur 
Pico 1coimmloscnn shierbert (goo2\V aller C. Grat 1904, Albert [. Pauly 
(amordained ) 1908, Isaae B. Traey 19gto. A parsonage ts part of the chureh 
property. 

In 1874 fifteen fanulies organized as St. John’s [evangelical Lutheran 
society. In 1881 it was reorganized as St. Paul's and the society bought the 
old Congregational building. Until 1894 the pulpit was supplied from the 
chureh at Elkhorn. In that vear Rev. Gustav Sehnudt hbeeame resident pastor. 
and was vet there in February, 1912. In 1903 a brick ehureh was built at 
cost of eight thousand dollars, and a parsonage has been supplied. 

early in 1838 Rev. Salmon Stebbins held the quarterly meeting for the 
\ztalan mission at Daniel I’. Griffin's house and there organized the Methodist 
society of Fast Trov. with the Griffin families. Benjamin Jennings, Airs. 
Austin MeCracken, John S. and Martette (Bivins) Spoor as members. Airs. 
Rebecca #. Vail and Mrs. Elizabeth \Weed, Presbyterians, joined temporarily. 
\ log house served for a meeting place until early in 1840 when a framed 
building took its place and for the next ten vears was used more or less by 
other societies as well. 

The several pastors have been in nearly the following order: Samuel 
Pillsbury 1839, Jesse Halstead. James P. Flanders, James MelKean, 2. 
Worthington, Leonard FF. Moulthrop, Wilham Elanson, Henry Whitehead, 
Nathaniel Swift. M. 1. Read, John J. Gailnp, J. Bean, M. Butler, Jonathan 
M. Snow, Joseph C. Dana, Wilham MI. Osborn, Harrison V. Train, William 
Pepe to iran 1: Wlerve, S. \Watts@ikusvell P. Lawton. John G. ineree, 
Thomas Wilcox, Thomas C. Wilson, Rufus Cooley 1864, Isaac Searles 1867, 
WM. WE Painter 1869, Lafavette I*. Cole 1873, Thomas Peep. Samuel Rty- 
nolds, J. D. Wilson, .\. Porter, Wallace J. Olmstead 1880, Samuel C. Thomas 
I8R1. Rossiter C. Parsons 1882. Robert Davidson 1884. Thomas Potter 1&86, 
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Wilham Moyle 1890, John Albert Collinge 1895, John MI. \Woodward 1901, 
Wilham Dawson 1903, Alpheus \W. Triggs 1go8, Amos L. Tucker 1910. 

Mrs. Austin McCracken and Artemisia \IcLeod, her sister, Mrs. Rebecca 
A. Vail, and other pious women began their Sunday school work in 1838, 
with John S. Spoor as superintendent. Until the formation of church societies 
this work was non-sectarian. 

Mrs. Vail opened a boarding school for girls at her house, in 18309, 
joining religious to secular instructions. She was excellently qualified for 
this work and she is said to have drawn pupils from as far away as Milwaukee. 
She was also a pioneer teacher at Geneva. 

Louisa Augier (who in 1842 became Mrs. Charles Taylor) began as a 
public school teacher in 1839, for some years in the chapel building. .\ 
schoolhouse was built in 1846, and ahout 1854 a new one took its place. 
This, with extensions of house aud grounds, 1s worthy of the village. The 
value of the school property, including four acres of ground, may be about 
fifteen thousand dollars. This school has for many years done good high 
school work, and it now employs seven teachers. 

In 1839 S. Buel Edwards built his blacksmith shop opposite a corner ot 
the park, so well framed and so large that with a httle outward improvement 
and mueh inner alteration and adjustment it 1s now a sightly and convenient 
town hall and clerk’s office, with an occasionally useful calaboose in its rear. 

Oak Ridge, a scant nule from the village, became in 1876 the care of 
an organized cemetery association. It is well laid out and kept in order, and 
has become the resting place of Hon. John I, Potter and most of his family. 
and of many another early settler. St. Peter's hes little more than a half-mile 
away. 

NEWSPAPERS. 


Francis D. Craig began in .\ngust, 1879, to publish the East Troy 
Gazette, sold it about a year later, bought it again in 1881 and discontinued 
it about 1882. Tle also published monthly the -lmericaun Merino in the 
interest of sheep breeders of East Troy, Caldwells Prairie, and adjacent 
towns of three counties. In 1885 and 1886 Wilbur G. Weeks published 
experimentally an East Troy edition of the Delavan Republican, named the 
Star, with Simeon Ix. Graves and Washington S. Keats in turn as local editors. 
In r8g3 Samnel WK. Adams published the East Troy News and sold it in 1896 
to Oscar R. Wurzrok, who has made it permanent. [lis equipment, which 
includes a power-press, is modern and good, and his newspaper and his job 
work prove hima real printer. Politically the Ves 1s independent, but is not 
a ‘‘common scold.” 
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VILE AGE ORGANIZATION. 


At a special election, May 26, 1900, by a vote of one hundred and five to 
fifty-three, the village decided to organize its government agreeable to the 
general.statutes. Officers were chosen June 22d: Trustees, Richard Brown- 
lee, Alva Lumsden, Owen H. Marshall, Anthony Noblet, Charles W. Smith, 
Oscar [F. \Winne; marshal, Edwin R. Hicks; street commissioner, Nathan J. 
Randolph; health offeer, Dr. Orlo S. Canright. 

Presidents: August Wilmer 1900-3, Lawrence Clancy 1904-5, Thomas 
W. O'Connor 1906-9, Paul Schwartz 1910-12. 

Clerks: Oscar R. Kurzrok 1yoo, Fred Hl. Coburn 1go1-3, Leonard E. 
Rice 1904-7, \Vashington S. Keats 1908-11, Oscar R. Kurzrok 1912. 

Treasurers: Leonard E. Rice 1goo-1, Edward Rohleder 1902-6, Sev- 
mour E. Marshall 1907, Walter C. Dickerman 1908-10, John Weldon 1911, 
THenry Gaskell 1912. 

Assessors: \Villiam G. Keats 1900-1, Nathan J. Randolph 1902-12. 

Members of county board of supervisors: Washington S. Keats 1900. 
Adami ©. Deist 1901-2, Lawrence Clancy 1903, Charles H. Zinn 1904-7, 
Lawrence Clancy 1908-12. 

POSTOFFICE. 


It is told that the first postoffice in the township was established in 1839, 
at the house of Henry Powers, in section 3, with John F. Potter as postmaster. 
In 1841 the office was transferred to Sewall Smith's store, at the village. 
About 1844 it was discontinued for a short time and restored, still under 
Mr. Smith. Edward H. Ball was appointed in 1848, John D. Hlawes 1853, 
Thomas Russell about 185.4. Mr. Simth again in 1861. Flenry B. Clark 1866, 
Joseph W. Church 1869, Perry O. Griste in the same vear, Rudolph Haber- 
nicht 1894, Mr. Griste 1898, Edwin Rk. Flicks t902, Benjainin F. Schwartz 
I9li. October 1, 1911, this postoffice was passed from the fourth to the 
third class, and the postinaster’s salary becaine eleven hundred dollars. 


PUBLIC ILOUSES: 


Austin MeCracken built his log house mm 1836 and made it serviceable 
asaninn. Temery Thayer bought the place in 1842 and in 1845 built a house 
of two stories on the same site, and this is yet a part of the East Troy [ouse. 
Other owners have been Timothy Mower 1855. Loren J. Edwards 1856, S. 
pc) el davamie tG2, Orson B. Morse 1664, Henry LB. Clark 1868, “lin 1572 
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Mr. Clark’s son-in-law, Hlarold H. Rogers, became his partner and at his 
death. in 1875, Alr. Rogers was his successor. Later proprietors have been 
Oscar B. Rogers, J. Frank Brooks, and fe. Louis Brooks, who now sits at the 
receipt of custom. Besides these are remembered, with very uncertain dates, 
as tenants if not owners, Austin Wright, Sevmour Brooks, William Hare, 
Joseph HH. Edwards, Alanson Beekwith, Charles W. Smith, and James F. 
Jude. Clark & Rogers bought an old chureh and joined it to the hotel. 
Thus, the East Troy Ilouse is a two-fold relic of the village infancy. 

Samuel Bradley built a cobble-stone house of three stones, between 
1846 and 1849, named it the Buena Vista Flouse, and occupied it for a few 
vears This property has changed ownership several times. .\mong its 
owners and occupants have been Daniel J. Nees about 1860, Richard Hotton. 
James T1. Tall. Wright J. Larkin, and Messrs. Primmer, Justin and Churehill 
severally. It is now no longer used as a public house. 


BUSIN ESS TEs. 


Sewall Smith built a store and displaved a stock of goods in 1841. .\ustin 
Wright began competition in 1842, and within a short time Cyril L. Oatman 
and ex-Sheriff Mallory, from Geneva, combined these two enterprises. Other 
early general dealers distinetly known were .\lonzo Platt (once of Elkhorn), 
Henry Tt. Austin with John D. Dorrance, and Joseph R. Stone with variable 
partnerships, as Peter S. Markham, Fliram |. Cowles. and Joseph HH. Hurlbut. 
Later dealers have been Jonathan Dailey, EF. K. Barker, \dam C. Deist. Perry 
O. Griste. Wilder M. Howard. George and Willian. Meadows, Charles W. 
siiil, Hobart .\. TVullar. \aeust and bernhardt Wilmer. 

Henry EL. .Nustin, John P. Chatin, Wilham TT. Donaldson, .\lexander and 
Frank 12. Ioaser, Perm. Orisie Balter Co flatelys ltareld” 1. Roser. 
Charles W. and George Il. Snuth organized the State Bank of East Troy, 
Novetnber 19g. T8992, and began business on the following New Year's day. 
with Rogers as president, Griste vice-president, Chafin cashier. Mir. Rogers 
died March 23. 1897, and in December Nir. Griste became president and 
George Meadows vice-president. Edward B. Rohleder was then chosen 
assistant cashier. tn September, tort, Ale. Griste retired from the bank 
and Mr. Chafin became president, \lr. Rohleder vice-president (and assistant 
caslner), and Henry [. Henry, from Kewaskum, cashier. The capital of this 
bank is thirty thousand dollars. 

October 25. 1gi1, the stockholders of the Farmers’ and Merchants’ State 
Bank chose directors and officers: James S. Brooks, John Brophy. James 
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and John b. Crosswaite, .\lbert Jude, James F. Jude (president), Dr. Timothy 
J) © Leary (vice-president), Afatthew J. Powers (cashier), I*rank J) Rice, 
Charles Taft, and Valentine Zimmerman, and named Leonard Martin as 
assistant cashier. In lebruary, 1912, workinen were laving the deep conerete 
foundation walls of a new building for this bank. 

Iriday, December 13, 1907, the villagers saw the arrival from anid 
return to Milwaukee of electric cars, and themselves restored to easy and 
frequent connection with that greater world which their parents and grand- 
parents had left seventy years before. 

A village system of water-works began in 1yo8 to afford reasonable 
protection from fires, and bonds were issued to the amount of thirteen thou- 
sand five hundred dollars. .\ well was bored six hundred mnety-one feet in 
depth, reaching water enough for present use, at the least: and pumping 
works with steel tower and tank provided. The water rises in the well within 
about twenty-one feet of the surface. The drill passed through ninety-two 
feet of driit. three feet of limestone. and thirty-six feet into St. Peter's sand- 
stone. In 1910 the population was 673. 


GHA Teh 
CITY OF ELKHORN. 


John Starr Rockwell was in 1836 a clerk in the government's newly 
established land othce at Milwaukee. He learned there, officially and extra- 
officially, something of use to himself and to his brother Le Grand, then in 
his twenty-fifth year, who had come from Butternuts, New York, with a 
fair amount ot means, to look well about him tor a suitable village site. The 
brothers, with Horace Coleman, formed a partnership for the settlement of 
a county seat. In February, 1837, Le Grand and Mr. Coleman left Milwaukee, 
but not in quest of mill-site, lakeside, or other special gift of nature to man. 
They knew by common report that good land could be found in nearly every 
section of southeastern Wisconsin. and the immediate object of their search 
was a township corner-stake. Though as vet unnamed and unorganized. 
Walworth county was already more than a bare possibility as to its position, 
form, and dimensions: for, men of many political and speculative devices 
gathered at Milwaukee in the earliest existence of the territory of Wisconsin. 

These two speculative geometers found the embryo county's centre of 
gravity ina lit of bog, at the meeting-point of four townships. Then thev 
returned for materials, tools, and supplies tor settlement. Mr. Coleman's 
faith in the enterprise grew lukewarm and he withdrew . from it, and soon 
appeared at Spring Prairie. Mr. Rockwell formed another partnership quite 
readily, and on February 27th was at the pivotal stake again. He came for 
lumself and brother; Milo Edwin Bradley for his father, Daniel Edwin: 
Albert Ogden for Lewis John Fligby, who afterward bought in section 5 of 
Richmond. At Spring Prairie they imduced Tollis Latham, who had been 
there a few weeks, to go with them. The company pre-empted four quarter- 
sections and built a cabin in the Geneva quarter. Mr, Latham chose his home 
in the same qiarter, while Rockwell and Ogden made theirs in the Delavan 
quarter, Phe company vielded its claim to the Sugar Creek quarter in 18309. 
When the county comniussioners selected a quarter-section for the county's 
buildings. 

It was thought that until it should be needed for county-seat and metro- 
politan uses the company’s square mile, as a great dary-farm. would soon bring 
fair returns tor the money, work. and hope invested. In this these men were 
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too far-sighted by forty years: but their city is now at the centre of one of 
the leading dairying counties of the state. and is a shipping-point for a much 
larger area than the company’s square mile. In May a framed house was built 
of Geneva-sawn oak, eighteen feet by thirty feet. one and one-half stories 
high. During court terms this became a boarding house, but not until Mr. 
Lathain had married Daniel E. Bradley's daughter, Mrs. Lemira Lewis. The 
settlement of the proposed county-seat was in a special way confirmed at the 
new house by the birth of Le Grand Latham, January 4. 1839. But the young 
city had not been childless. Mrs. Latham had a daughter of her first 
inarriage, Elizabeth Ann Lewis (1828-1888), who in 1848 married Phineas 
C. (1824-1887), son of \ndrew Gilbert and Calmy Butler. Henry. voungest 
of the large tannly of Daniel E. Bradley and Betsey Sturges, was a year or 
two older than his niece. Milo E. Bradley and wife Nancy had seven children, 
though not all of them as vet born. This family soon settled in section 1 of 
Geneva. and some vears later moved to La Crosse county. 

Colonel Phoenix, crossing the prairie southeast of the Rockwell settle- 
ment, had tound a pair of antlers which he hung on a tree to mark a point 
in his trail between Spring Prairie and Delavan. Thus slight cireuinstance 
soon named the prairie, the village, and the northwestern quarter of the 
county. This extension of the name sometimes makes it difficult or impossible 
to determine whether persons named in other than land records were or were 
not of the village. 

In 1838 Sheldon Walling (1795-1875) and wife, Anna Peets (1798- 
fo7 4 wecaimesiroim western New \ork to section 7 of Geneva, The next 
vear Mr. Walling. having become sheriff. moved into the village, where he 
and lis sons Fred and George went into retail business. The father was a 
tanner. In 1839 [edward Elderkin and Tloratio S. \WWinsor caine to practice 
law. Elderkin bought a farm in the south half of the Geneva section. [In 
1840 loses Bartlett, William Coulson, Jolir Ilall. henry HH. Flartson. 
Hudson Van Brunt. and George \Watson came, but not all of them to leave 
of themselves a clear memory. Jn (841 Richard Beals (178t-1855) and 
son Isaac I*. (1314-1801). George Gale. Phineas MI. Jolinson, |evi Lee, Zenas 
Ogden: in 1842, Booth B. Davis and James ©, [faton: in 1843 -\delaide C. 
Beardsley, Dexter Dewing and son George. Sanford and William O. Garfield. 
Riana: (recor, Charles \. A3Teige sGapt. Creorer and Dr. George 
Young. were among the arrivals. Some of these men owned land in adjoining 
towns. Others of the earlier villagers were Philo Baird, Curtis Bellows. Lewis 
Seeemice Reuben R. Grown, .\lexander S. brown. Zophar~C hittemlerm 
Russell Crandall, John Cromley. \nthony Delap, [ch K. Frost, Jolin Gillespie. 
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Peter Golder, Noah Harriman, David Hartson, Horace N. Hay, Dr. Samuel 
\V. Henderson, Itdwin Hodges, George Humphrey. Samuel Mallory, John 
Matheson, Job O. Matteson, Orrin Maxham, Lot Mayo and sons Andrew 
and Samuel, Urban D. Meacham, Alonzo Platt, Davis Reed, \Wyman Spooner, 
William L. Stowe, Levi Thomas, Samuel and James L. Tubbs, Dr. Eleazar 
and Irancis “A. Utter, Lucius Wilmot, Edward Winne. 

Lewis Shepard Bemis (1819-1899). son of Allen Bemis and Edna 
Shepard, came from Niagara county, New York, with wife Olivia (1825- 
1904), daughter of Dexter Dewing. About 1850 he became landlord of the 
Exchange Hotel, and after 1857 went into like business at Milwaukee. 

Reuben R. Brown was for some years master of the Masonic lodge and 
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was an instructor in the work of the lodge. 

Zophar Chittenden (1823-1894) came from Ohio, a carpenter and joiner, 
and built several of the better houses of the time, in the village and for 
prosperous farmers. Ile left after 1857 and died at Kalamazoo, 

John Cromley (1822-1899) was a master shoemaker. He made the 
overland trip to California and return, and his general usefulness and com- 
radelike quality shown in the expedition and at the mines were gratefully 
appreciated by his commpanions. At home, too, he was one of the truest and 
kindest of men. 

Anthony Delap (1813-1896) was a blacksmith, with other capabilities. 
He built a good house, which he sold to Levi Thomas and then passed over 
to East Delavan neighborhood. 

James O. Eaton married January 1, 1843, Mary Miranda Dwinnell, a 
sister of the pioneer-preacher-chroniecler of Lafayette. He opened one of the 
earliest general stores in the village. 

Sanford Garfield) (1793-1872), son of Solomon, Jr, was a cousin of 
President Garfield's father. Tle married Clarissa Oakley (1795-1883). He 
was a shoemaker, and came here from Otsego by way of Chautauqua county. 

Willian Oakley Garheld (1819-1888) was born in Vermont; learned 
lis father’s calling—shoe-making—and came with him in i842. THis wife, 
Iidelia (1822-1yi0), was a daughter of Dexter Dewinge. 

William le. Gregory came with more than average means, bought a 
farin in the Lafayette quarter, and died soon afterward. lls son, Wilhiaim 
hot Gregory. about 1857 went to Galveston, where he was for several 
vears a successful business nan, with some railway interests. [lis occasional 
return was welcomed by old triends. Ths vounger son, \saph. remained here 
ull fis death. about 1875. 
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Noah Harriman (1805-1903). born in Vermont, bought a farm nearby 
freeeeeticyeaina jreached as a licensed exhorter. His wite was lanemds 
Davis (1797-1891). 

Horace Noble Hay was for a few years Otis Preston's partner in retail 
business. Mr. Preston mentioned him as one who gave much attention to 
his dress and personal appearance. Je owned a tarm in Lafayette. In 
[S52 he started for California, and died of yellow fever, at sea, on his way 
out. His wife was Margaret Fuller. 

Dr. Samuel Wirt Henderson (1817-1857), son of Dr, John M. Hender- 
son's first wife. Rebecca, daughter of Samuel Wirt, was born at Willoughby, 
Ohio. Fle married Rebecca, daughter of Nathan Hicks. He was accounted 
a skillful physician and surgeon. .\ jump from a wagon to hard ground 
resulted in inflammation of the bowels and in death after a week of pain. He 
understood his case from the first. 

John Matheson (1820-1895), son of John and Jessie, was born in one 
of the joint counties of Ross and Cromarty, Scotland: apprenticed to a tailor 
at Inverness; caine to Lafayette in 1840: opened a shop and store at Elkhorn: 
iiemited eretta (1527-1002), daughter of Rev. Luther Lee. 

Wilham Lyman Stowe (1821-1891) was born at Stowe. northeastern 
Ohio. He married Lavina, daughter of Philip and Mary Mink, of Walworth, 
11851. Ile was a cabinet-maker and house-joiner. 

Samuel Tubbs (died in 1861) and wife, Polly Frost (1785-1875). were 
natives of Connecticut who settled at Augusta, New York, and lived a short 
time at Chagrin Falls, Ohio. .\ son, Isaac P., died at Elkhorn in 1859, aged 
fifty. A daughter, Martha, wife of Nicholas George Bowers, and two 
daughters were successively wives of Lot Alayo. Alrs. Tubbs was ntarly 
termed wsal |. and Ih WW. Frost. 

Edward Winne (1815-1886) was son of a rich man of Albany, and 
was at once a business man (in lumber and grain) at Elkhorn and a farmer 
of section 4, Geneva. The hard times of 1857 sent him to northeastern Lowa. 
Fle «died at Bozeman, Nontana. His wife, Lydia Maria Chapman, was 
Mairiedeovermoer 6, 1618; died at \Waverly, lowa, in 1892. Mr. Wines 
father left to him his books, and for many vears these constituted the largest 
private library at Elkhorn. 

Having chosen lis village-site. settled on it, and named it trom Colonel 
Phoenix's trail-mark. and a vote of the county in 1838 (confirmed by legis- 
lative act) having made it the county-seat, Mr. Rockwell's next great care 
was to lay out a few streets about the park and set off the enclosed blocks 
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into home Jots. As at first platted the village was wholly on the county's 
quarter-section. Edward Norris, the county surveyor, laid out the streets, 
blocks and lots, and Mr. Rockwell was appointed county agent for sale of 
lots. There were five parallel streets, running northward and southward. 
Beginning with East street, on the section line, the others are \Washington, 
\Wisconsin, Broad and Church. Beginning near the intersecting section line, 
the streets running from east to west are named Park (then called South), 
Walworth, Court, Jefferson, and North. Court, Wisconsin, Walworth, and 
Church streets bound the park, which overlies or cuts in twain Broad street. 
All these and the newer streets are four rods wide, except Walworth and 
Broad, which are six rods wide. These two streets were designed for business 
uses, but a hotel built at Wisconsin and \Walworth streets diverted business 
from Broad street. No allevs were considered in the origmal plat nor in the 
several additions. 

Rockwell's first addition enlarged the village by a narrow tier of blocks 
‘astward, and by a row of blocks southward, to Rockwell street. After 1854. 
when coming railways fled men’s nunds by day with hopes and their dreams 
by mght with visions of eities rising like exhalations, bringing wealth im 
front-foot values to each Incky Jot owner, Colonel [¢lderkin laid out his addi- 
tion southeastwardly and gave Jackson, Wright and Frank streets to the vil- 
lage map. .\rnold’s addition, eastward, was laid out by the heirs of Giles 
Thompson .\rnold of Victor, New York, who had bought a quarter section and 
had soon afterward died. Levi Lee's addition and the smaller Edwin Hodges 
addition, westward, lay within the area of village growth. Booth B. Davis’ 
adelition, northward, gave a few more streets and avenues, and grew some- 
what more slowly into valuable lots. The rather premature Squire Stantord 
and -Hleman H. Fkarrison additions le northwestward and are but thinly 
settled, and much like thém, except as to Walworth street. is thé farther 
westward Devendorf, Mallory and Spencer addition. Dr. Devendorf was of 
Delavan. Samuel Mallory was a substantial and reputable citizen, but not a 
real-estate “boomer.” David D. Spencer beeame too well known to bankers 
and depositors m three states. [Tle was at leIkhorn Jess than two vears. 
linally, there were the abortive Centralia and Byzantium additions, the first 
far to eastward, the other across the raihwany southward. “both serene 
unsubstantial creations of Otis lreston’s restless mind. 

A village straggling into four sections. in as many towns, soon found 
it inconvenient to divide its little squad of voters among four polling-places 
on election days and its yearly accounts with the county governinent equally 


troublesome at the record offices. A legislative act of February 27, 1846, 
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relieved this situation by creating a new town from section 1 of Delavan, 
section 6 of Geneva, section 31 of Lafayette, and section 36 of Elkhorn. 
As the new town recetved the name of its village, the older [Elkhorn beeame 
Sugar Creek. In 1856 the village was chartered and its limits made eo- 
extensive with those of the town, the whole constituting also one sehool 
district. In 1897 a general law made Elkhorn a city of the fourth class, 
its population being then above fifteen hundred and below ten thousand. 
With this last change disappeared the time-honored April town meeting, 
which regulated the corporate revenue and outlay by viva voce vote of eleetors 
present at the hour appointed: and with it went the July school meeting, 
which in sumilar purely demoeratic way disposed yearly of the affairs of the 
village considered as a school distriet. The change of four villages ot this 
eounty to cities has brought more power to the loeal administrations, broader 
and more efficient systems of public improvements, and, of course, gredter 
eost to taxpayers. 

The city of Elkhorn hes above sea-level, at the railway station 990 feet, 
at the eourt-house 1,03! feet, at points in the farthest northwest quarter 
1,038 feet. It was for long supposed and said that it is on the highest 
ground in the county, which is nearly true, but not so nearly as to warrant 
the sh¢ht misstatement. Sharon and Walworth villages are nearly as Iigh 
and the Yerkes Observatory is on ground higher by twelve feet. The 
point in the short high ridge of seetion 19, Geneva, is about one hundred feet 
higher than any part of Elkhorn. The rise from the station northward to 
Park street 1s of nearly uniform slope. The greater part of the city 1s built 
on practically level ground. The surface of the town was mostly of black 
prairie mould, a spade-thrust deep, which gave rise to a harmless sarcasin; 
in effect, that sixteen fine cornfields were spoiled to make a needless city. 
The gravel next below is so mixed and underlaid with elay as to make the 
natural surface drainage worse than that of any city or village of the county, 
excepting Walworth. But it has become practicable. after many years, to 
secure dry cellars for new buildings. Good sewers are possible whenever 
the citizens are able and willing to bear their cost, as there is a fair descent 
southward to Jackson's ereek. A onee considerable pond or marsh in the 
northeastern quarter has so far shrunk as to leave but twenty-five acres, 
at the northern line, shghtly under water. 


CHURCHES “AND ScCHooLs. 


Religion and seeular edueation came hand in hand. .\ Methodist soctety 
was formed about 1841, and before the end of that year the Episeopal society 
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began its long pioneer period. The Congregationalists organized in 1843, 
the Baptists in 1852, the Catholics in 1848, the Evangelican Lutherans in 
1870, the Universalists built a church in 1874, the Lutherans of the Ohio 
synod separated in 1898 and built a church. In 1836 the Methodists built 
a large chureh of brick. which was burned in 1859. They rebuilt of wood, 
afterward encased with brick, and have continued to improve their home 
within and without, and they first bought and then built a parsonage. St. 
John's, Episcopal, was built about 1855, of wood, extended in 1858, re-built 
of brick during the rectorship of Myr. Pullen—having first built a rectory. 
Extensions and improvements succeeded, and an organ, altar, baptismal font, 
and stained windows have given the church some distinction in appearance. 
In 1858 the Congregational and Wesleyans jointly built a church, which in 
1882 gave way to a suitable brick building, creditable to the liberality and 
good taste of its owners. (The Wesleyans long ago retired from the part- 
nership, and have been absorbed by other societies). A parsonage was soon 
added to the Congregational property. Like their Methodist. Episcopal, and 
Baptist brethren, they own a dining-hall on the fair ground. The Baptist 
church, built in 1853 of wood, roomy and comfortable. was pulled away in 
1885 and a brick church took its place. This was largely rebuilt in 1897 and 
made a thing of beauty. In 1907 it was so far injured by fire that it was 
bult anew, and new seems likely to meet all needs for a generation to come. 
The Catholics had for several years held fortnightly service in a mission 
chapel. In 1880 they built St. Patrick's church of brick on a fine lot 
prudently acquired at a favorable opportunity some years previously, and 
occupied it until t905. when it was pulled down and built anew with en- 
largement and improvement. A good house for the priest was built soon 
after the first building was finished. There is much in the story of this 
society's early struggles and of the things it has accomplished without noise 
to move the nund to sympathy and admiration. The older Lutheran church 
was built. of wood, in 1884 on the site of a house built for a select school. 
It is of modern village style, and is both sightly and comfortable. In the 
pastorate of Rev. Carl Hl. Auerswald. 1898, the members divided and the 
seceders built a brick church in the same block. The Universalist society 
exists, but has been inactive for some vears. Christian Scientists use part 
of the otherwise empty church. 





The present church buildings are becoming to a not wealthy little city, 
and the soctetics are mostly full of the vitality. which Supports Christian 
organization and its appropriate work. The several slow, painful steps in 
the earlter progress of the five now most prosperous church societies are 
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naturally and rightly memorable to the surviving toilers, and incidents of 
these patient struggles are vet told. Such trials of body and spirit are part 
of the common experience of newly planted and for long but slowly-increas- 
ing communities and institutions. Each congregation still knows and feels 
the disproportion of its means to its great aims; but Episcopal rectors no 
longer swim swollen streams and labor through not less formidahle mud 
tO meet communicants in a pioneer’s little dwelling, nor do gray-haired 
Catholic priests plow or plunge through otherwise unbroken road from 
Delavan to Elkhorn to hold fortnightly service in a chapel little more sightly 
or comtortable than a barn. 

The story ot schools has points of resemblance to that of churches: 
but the great difference is that churches are built and maintained by the 
voluntary sacrifices of the few, while the schools quickly become the care of 
the body politic and are upheld by taxation which exempts no man for his 
unwillingness. The rise of neither institution is by sudden flight. Each 
moves always forward, through difficulty and delaying circumstances, by 
uneven steps, toward its always far-ahead object. Private schools at Elk- 
horn, taught by J.ydia Carr, Mary S. Brewster, .\delaide B. Beardsley, 
Colonel Elderkin, and others whose names are lost to local memory, were 
followed in 1840 by a public school. Its house was built on a lot reserved 
for its purpose from the county's quarter section. It was twenty feet square, 
and afterward remembered as the “old oak school-house.” In 1850 a larger 
house was built on the same lot, of native brick, two-storied, without outer 
ornament, substantial, homely, and comfortable. This house was not 
neglected by prudent school boards, for it was occasionally painted as to 
its wood-work and its rooms, vestibule and stairway, whitewashed vearly 
as to ceilings and walls. Its construction admitted such extensions and 
alterations as to make it a neat old-fashioned dwelling for Doctor Reynolds, 
and after him Belden Weed. Ex-Sheriff Derthick now Hves where soldiers, 
civil officers, business and professional men, and other merely useful and 
excellent citizens, many of whom are yet living between Michigan shore and 
Pacific coast, learned the three R’s and sometlting besides, and laid broad 
bases for their maturer lives. 

A new school house was built m 1857, in Arnold's addition, fronting 
Jackson street, and at the head of Walworth street. It was adapted to the 
needs of four grades. Its ample ground has now a fine growth of shade 
trees. A two-storied addition was built in 1882 and burned with the whole 
structure in 1886. For a year the departments divided themselves among 
nearly a dozen temporary reinges. The new building with furnishing cost 
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twenty-five thousand dollars. Inerease in the number ot pupils and depart- 
ments, arising from the admission of pupils from other towns, made another 
building needful. This was supplied, at a cost of thirty-five thousand dollars, 
in 1906, by a separate house for the sole use ot the high school, built agen 
feet from the older house. Both are steam-heated and electric-lighted. ‘The 
total value of ground, buildings, and equipment is about seventy-five thousand 
dollars. Nominally a high school for some years, a resolution of the school 
meeting of July, 1876, made this institution really so by directing a shght re- 
arrangement of study-courses and other compliances with the rules of the 
state superintendent's office, where the subsequent work of the school has 
been acceptable. 

A full list of teachers cannot now be shown, for such record as was 
made was eared for but shabbily by often-changing clerks. It is learned from 
records and somewhat uncertain memory that there were Levi Jackson, Mary 
S. Brewster, and Lydia Carr in 1841; Emeline MeCracken in 1842; Adelaide 
C. Beardsley 1844: Eh K. Frost and Helen Mar Cowdery 1849; Alvah J. 
Frost 1850; William P. Frost about that year. Miss Brewster Decame Mrs. 
Edward Pentland, Miss McCracken was married to Edwin Wallis \leacham, 
and Miss Cowdery to Darius Coman. 

After these the record is rather less broken: James B. Tower.* Benja- 
min C. Rogers* and wife, and Selinda J. Gardner in 1851; William C. 
Dustir,* Mrs. Flora°xf Pratt, Harriet Iecomard in 7852: Alo W. Carrols 
Pamela .\. Darling, Mary Louisa and Sarah E. Patton in 1853: Matthew 
Waldenmeyer.* Julia Stevens, Misses Morrill and Swain in 1854: J. C. 
Phanb.* Stephen Sible* Henry D. 1. Webster * osarah |. “lien, Hilen 
Beardsley in 1855; George. Dewey,* Robert ea BleKece,* |. al ngiems 
Jeanette Henderson, Mrs. Laura Young Plumb, Mrs. Jane E. Utley in 
1856; ©. Sherman Cook,* Emily D, Carpenter, Parriet Marion Perkins, 
Nellie Young in 1857; Orlando M. Baker.* Helen Chamberlin, Susan QI. 
Golder, Eliza Goodrich, Melvina Vienna Hawks in 1858: Everett Chamber- 
lin.* Atinnie bubhbard Saari Pog iam, \. Ie \oreeler in T6502 Zerit 
\dkins, Elvira Chapman, .A\ristine Curtis, Philena Tuttle. Flavius Josephus 
Harrington in (860; emerson Pect*® in 1861;.%\. AM. Case.* T. N. Wells,* 
Ficlen Io. Selden i i862; Charles \\. Cutler* Evdia Malvina. Qidrichaes 
C. Bennett, Mary tlolley in 1863. .Asterisks denote principals. Some of 
these teachers were more than once cmploved. Mr. Plumb staved long 
enough to marry Laura Young, who remained after he leit the school. Mr. 
Siblev was a son of John Sibley. of .Bloomfield. Mr. MeKee married Wfirs. 
Utley. Miss Tfenderson became Airs. Chipman .\. [Jollev: Miss Perkins, 
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Mrs. Frank Leland; Miss Hawks, Mrs. Horace L. Arnold; Miss Aldrich, 
Mrs, Dear L. Cowdery; Miss Allen, NIrs. Alanson H. Barnes. Mfessrs. 
Chamberlin, Cutler and Harrington were soldiers of the Civil war. 

Loss of record prevents further enumeration of subordinate teachers, 
but the succession of principals from 1864 to 1912 is fully known: Mr. 
Cutler in 1864, Wilham Elden 1865, Augustus J. Cheney 1866. In Sep- 
tember, 1867, the school was reorganized with four grades and began its 
work with Mr. Cutler at its head, Charles N. Bell 1869 (lus term com- 
pleted by Orvie G. Taylor), WH A. Delamater 1871. Edward H. Sprague 
ont avi fy Plett 187,mdelbert 1. Sherman 1879, Howard LL, Sninth 
1881, F. G. Young 1883, Dexter D. Mayne 1884, Robert Fayette Skiff 1889, 
John T. Edwards 1890, Charles D. Kipp 1894, Thomas J. Jones 1900, John 
Mixon 1907710 1912. Millessrs. Bell, Plett, H. L. Smith, and Sprague*became 
lawyers. Mir. Baker has for many vears been treasurer of the Merriam 
Company, publishers of “Webster's Dictionary.” At the opening of the 
public itbrary he gave to it a copy of that work. Messrs. Mayne, Edwards, 
and Jones were called to higher or wider usefulness in their profession. 

In 1856 Edwin. Hodges built at Park and Church streets for the use 
of a select school. The teacher list was not long, and Lorenzo Dow Hand, 
Harriet M. Perkins, Everett Chamberlin, J. F. Mack. and Anna Friend are 
most easily remembered. In 1858 Robert M. McKee opened a school for 
one year, in Preston’s Centralia block. 


BUSINESS INTERESSS. 


susiness at Etkhorn began in 1838 at Mr. Rockwell's store. and by 1842 
Booth B. Davis and James O. Eaton came. each to add to increasing trade 
the enlivening element of competition. John Matheson came about that time 
from Inverness. and advertised himself as a fashionable tailor. By 1&50 
his brother, Finley Matheson. advertised a stock of hats and caps and also 
first-rate port wine and brandy for medicine only. He had but lately come 
from Demerara and theretore knew how to buy medicinal liquors and wines. 
Reuben Harriman was making and dealing in hoots and shoes. Walling & 
Son advertised harness-makers goods and carriage trimimer’s works. ld- 
ward [:lderkin, George Gale. Urban PD. Meacham, and Wyinan Spooner 
were resident Jawvers. Samuel W. Henderson and George H. Young were 
the home physicians. Levi Lee had Elkhorn brick in any quantity and of 
excellene- quality tor sale. <\t the end we his term as sheriff, in 1851, Otis 
Preston went into general retail business with Horace N. Hay as_ partner, 
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and later with Benjamin F. Pope. He remained in a steadily decreasing 
business until his death, in 1890, and hoped to the end for himself and 
Elkhorn. 

There were other men in business before the dawn of the railway period. 
but changes were frequent then as later and dates are uncertain. Among 
these were George Bulkley and Edwin Hodges, each of whom had various 
speculative enterprises in hand. Mr. Hodges was generally prudent and 
Mr. Bulkley was sometimes less prudent. The business career of each closed 
in total failure. 

BANKS AND BANKERS. 


From earliest years there were money-lenders and petty brokers. The 
demand for money was pressing and constant. Two to three pel =cene 
monthly was readily obtained, even when the security offered was the best 
that the time and place adinitted. The products of Wisconsin as vet brought 
insufficient money from eastern cities, and a currency that would pass within 
the state was thought much better than none. The statute permitted the 
creation of banks of issue. and the notes of these local conveniences were 
based upon rather than secured by deposit of depreciated bonds of other 
states, as Tennessee, Missouri, and California. A few of these banks, no 
doubt, were of the “wild-cat” variety from their beginning. Most of them 
became so, in effect, when such test as that of 1857 was applied. 

An advertisement in the Elkhorn Independent, in 1835, called for some 
man having knowledge and experience as a banker to come and help. David 
D. Spencer, of lion, New York, heard and answered the Macedonian cry, 
and in the next year the Bank of Elkhorn, with capital of twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars, was organized with Mr. Rockwell as president and the wise 
man from the East as cashier. One of the pleasantest, most winning tellows 
was Spencer; but a year of his partnership was enough for Mir. Rockwell, 
who was one of the sanest and safest of business men. He retired and with 
his brothers and brother-in-law formed a private banking house. Dr. Jesse 
Co Milly followed him in the presideney of Spencer's bank. The Doctor was 
one of the best of men, but singularly simple-minded in business affairs of 
more weight than those of a village retailer. Thus he had shown as a state 
senator, and showed again, after several years, in an autobiographical sketch 
asked of him for inclusion with Mr. Dwinnell’s projected county history. 
Such a man would be a bank president very much to Mr. Spencer's mind. 
Within littke more than a month from this change, and while the monetary 
panic of that year was vet but a dav or two old, the bank was closed—by 
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Spencer's neglect to unlock the front deor—without the demand at its counter 
ot a dollar by depositor or note-holder. Within a day or two more, at the 
demand of directors and stockholders, the cashier unlocked the door and, 
opening the old-fashioned Herrick safe, he pulled a drawer and showed 
thirty-one big copper cents and coolly told his employers that there was the 
entire coin asset of their bank. His last act as cashier had been to receive 
as a special deposit, from a widow of Spring Prairie, six hundred dollars 
in gold. He made such restitution as his small interest in local real-estate 
enabled, and was permitted to go forth to gain further experience in Georgia, 
in Grundy county, Hlinois, and at Chicago, and then lived a few years, self- 
exiled to Europe, as a philosophical observer of fiscal systems abroad. 

Doctor Mills was followed in the presidency by John Alexander Pierce 
in 1858 and J. Lyman Edwards in 1861, and George Bulkley became cashier. 
Early in 1865 Messrs. Edwards and Bulkley, with William H. Conger, Amos 
Fellows. Osborn Hand and Robert T. Seymour, constituted the directorate 
of the First National Bank of Elkhorn, into which concern the old bank 
was merged with some changes in ownership. In the fall of 1869 it was 
found that in the cashier's private speculation he had made the bank liable 
for his loss: for he had used its credit in a manner forbidden by federal 
law and by the customs of scrupulous and careful bankers. Mr. Bulklev, 
whose business ability had been estimated rather extravagantly, may have 
been judged even more harshly than he deserved. It might seem that he 
was much the great loser, for he lost his own money and other property. 
his friends, and his family. For nearly a quarter-century he had been an 
appreciable force in local business and in town affairs. He faced the 
situation squarely until all possible adjustments had been made, and then 
went to Kansas; but it was too late to begin at bottom and build himself 
anew. One true friend, his sister Amanda, remained to his end. She had 
small means for her own support, but was resourceful and resolute, and she 
placed her abilities at the service of the family which had cast him off, and 
then went for a time to Kansas to make a home for him and to give such 
aid and comfort as a capable and faithful woman might. 

Mr. Conger became cashier until his death in 1895, when he was 
followed by Fred W. Isham. The latter's resignation in 1911 served to 
promote Henry D. L. Adkins, who began as a boy. under his grandfather's 
wise instruction, to serve a long apprenticehood in the business of banking. 
Mr. Conger was son of a prosperous farmer of Dutchess county, and was 
well bred to farm work though he did not permanently harden his hands. 
His education was but rudimentary and neither that nor his habit of fife 
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had fitted him for the daily routine of banker's business. He was twice 
imposed upon by clumsy forgeries, both ot which were detected and punished. 
But in 1869 he was a man for an emergency. Men knew him as a man of 
undonbted integrity, having a high sense of personal and commercial honor, 
a man of courage to face disaster, a fair judge of real-estate values and 
having a wide personal acquaintance within the circle of his business; and 
he had a large interest in the bank. He was just-nunded in most matters, 
public-spirited, of equable temper, and an excellent neighbor. Besides, he 
wisely leaned on Henry Adkins, who served long and well as bookkeeper 
and teller, as to the conduct of the bank's business. He found the bank 
nearly moribund and left it sound and full of promise of great length of 
years. Its deposits now amount to six hundred thousand dollars. 

In 1885 William J. Bray and Edmund J. Hooper came from Palmyra, 
bought and fitted a building, and opened a banking house, under the state 
laws The next vear they admitted to their partnership Winsor Ss. Dunbar, 
John G. Flack, Asa Foster, George Hutton, Robert J. and Thomas E. Lean, 
John Oslock, and Frederick Winters, and formally organized as the State 
Jank of Elkhorn, its capital twenty-five thousand dollars. fn 1899 ‘Thomas 
J. Sleep became president. In 1909 Mr. Hooper, who trom the first had 
been cashier, retired from the bank and Miss Amanda Winters, assistant 
cashier, served in his stead. In 1910 Mr. Elooper came again into the bank 
as president with Laurel W. Swan as cashier. There are now twenty-seven 
stockholders. The deposits amount to nearly four hundred thousand dollars. 


BRICK. VND Pia i. 


Local brick-vards were everywhere wanted. though their produet might 
be narrowly limited as to quantity and far behind the once famous Mil- 
waukeeau article in color and quality. The roads were laid out rather than 
made, and for half of the vear nearly impassible for heavy carriage. There 
Were indications Of brick-clay in the western side of the village, much of 
Which material was on Lev! Lee's domain, Ilis numerous enterprises called 
for something brick-shaped, and he therefore opened a pit along the line ot 
Jefferson street. Some men have said that his clay was of fair quality for 
its purpose, but as to this there has been some doubting, for the product of 
the kilns varied from rather hard to the softness of crayon. Men whose 
reverence for Nir. Lee teoulel mot he called adelatiwn “vere sed" 1a say thae 
at each firme le would count and lay out a fixed number of rails or sticks 
of cord-wood, and when these were burned the bricks were baked. Tle sold 
all he burned or dried, aud lus brieks helped to build the village. 
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When railway prospects hastened the village growth, and men began 
to add each morning another dollar to yesterday's front-foot price of their 
real estate, it was found that more bricks were needed. Nathan Sexton, who 
had come to a farm west of the village, found it worth while to lease a 
bit of \lbert Ogden’s land along Walworth street, two long blocks south- 
ward from Lee's works. The clay was of better quality, and Mr. Sexton 
knew how to make brick. Baird & Ogden (the latter a brother of the 
pioneer) worked this yard for a year or two each side of 1856. Mr. Sexton 
resumed the work with George Burpee as a partner. The latter continued 
this industry until his death in 1876, aiter which followed a period of 
inaction. 

Edward H. Sprague took the old yard in hand in 1886, and calling his 
brother, George B. Sprague, from Laneaster, they began a systematic pro- 
duction of bricks and drain tiles by providing coal-burning furnaces, engine, 
pug-inills, engine-house, and sheds, and with all these went and still goes 
Mr. Sprague’s personal supervision. Of late the demand for home-made 
bricks has become visibly less than formerly, but that for drain-tiles is lkely 
to be for some years active. 

Edwin Daniels owned or had invented a quick process of leather-making 
by the use of terra japonica. In 1857 Wilham Walker, a harness-inaker. 
built a fatnery, with six vats, in East street, between Court and Walworth. 
The Walker & Daniels leather (mostly sole-leather) found for a season a fair 
home market. Men who wore it found that whenever it was wet through 
it stained through stockings and gave their feet a beautiful deep \longolian 
complexion. The tannery had not come to stay, and in a few more years 
the building was moved around the next southward corner to serve tem- 
porarily as a chapel. Its latest use to mankind was as a shop where William 
Allen Barnes wrought with brain and hand on his models for improved corn- 
harvesters and propellers for ocean-navigation; and then it was burned tn 
1902. 

George Watson, in 1852, built the brick shop at Court and Washington 
streets and made wagons and buggies. About 1855 he gave place to Josiah 
W. Gavlord and Isaac Stoner, respectively wheelwright and blacksmith and 
both good workmen. The all-ruining and far-dispersing panic period dis- 
solved the firm and reduced Edward MeDonald, its suceessor, and the shop 
to repair work, chiefly, until 1870. Nelson Hanson then resumed wagon- 
making with Frederick Opitz at first as his blacksuuth and then as his 
partner. This firm, too, passed away and a blacksmithy remains. Nearly 
contemporary with the brick shop was the white shop at Walworth and 
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Washington streets, built by Edward Winne, who worked at nothing but 
attempted several other enterprises, none of which returned his investment. 
He employed wrights. smiths, painters, and trimmers until the business had 
lived out its short life. In 1857 Bernard Malachi Madden and William Van 
Gasbeck. wood-workers. George Clary and Henry J. Shaver, smiths, and 
Dexter Witter, trimmer and painter, formed the Elkhorn Carriage Company. 
They were good workmen, Madden one of the best in the state, and they 
deserved the suceess which their time denied them. 

In 1851 Joel A. Daniels and Moses Hemenway, both of Winnebago 
county, Illinois, bought about an aere of Colonel Elderkin’s land, nearly 
opposite the fair-ground and on the margin of the broad, shallow pond— 
now dry enough for corn fields. They built and equipped a steam grist-muill, 
but their capital was small and their flour not of highest quality. The 
property changed ownership more than once, and the mill was most of the 
tine idle, until 1860, when Mr. Hodges leased and refitted it. George W. 
Ellis came as miller and in no long time as temporary owner. His was the 
last attempt to make flour by steam power. 

D. Mansfield Stearns built and equipped a wind-mill, near the northern 
enc of \Wisconsin street in 1876. The breezes were found too unsteady and 
lawless for profitable use as mill power. After him came Nathaniel Pitkin, 
“a gentleman, sir, and a scholar, sir; you see, sir.’ He ground feed for 
two or three years, after which Charles Beetow had a term at the hopper. 
Then the wheel was blown away and the building was left to the tooth of 
time. 

About 1806 Qsiner C. Chase, Nathaniel Carswell. andl Clhrcnceg 
Remer refitted the steam-mill building for cheese-making. The business was 
continued by Carswell & Wiswell, and in i881 by George N. Wiswell. Late 
in T883 the building was burned, leaving only its stone foundation and its 
stout brick walls. On these \Walter -\. West began in Jannary, 1884, to re- 
establish a slowly, steadily growing enterprise. In March he was ready for 
business, and with John Ti. Harris the firm of Harris & West began a 
prosperous career. In 1900 Miner & Thompson took the old works. and 
Harris & West in 1904 began their works near the railway station, and these 
have since been greatly extended. The building was designed and equipped 
for latest and best methods of making Elgin butter and plain and fancy 
cheeses. ‘Their little cheese-pots have reached the Mohawk valley, and other 
regions are not barred against them. The latest extension, for condensing 
milk, is nearly ready for its work. This factory is one of nine now owned 
by John Tf and George BD. Harris, George D. Puffer (of Wankesha). and 
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Walter A. West, incorporated as the Wisconsin Butter and Cheese Company. 
The estimated value of the works at Elkhorn is one hundred thousand dollars 


RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES. 


.\bout two dozen persons, of fourteen families, met in December, 1852, 
at the court house and organized a Baptist society, choosing Rev. Thomas 
Bright as pastor. He lived on his farm, about a inile from the park, within 
the town of Geneva, a circumstance which often enabled him to be useful 
in emergencies, long after his pastorate ended. George W. Gates came in 
1856, Thomas Brande 1858, John H. Dudley, Joseph E. Johnson 1866, Levi 
Parmly, Francis M. Jams 1869, Arthur L. Wilkinson 1870, Ferdinand D. 
stone 1873, George A. Cressey 1874, Sylvester E. Sweet 1879, Henry .\. 
Buzzell 1885, J. Russell Baldwin 1892, Charles Carey Willett 1896, Henry 
Clay Miller 1901, Warren Hastings McLeod 1903, J. Hector Miller 1906, 
Charles A. Hemenway 1908. 

For several years the Catholics of Elkhorn and its vicinity seemed a 
nearly negligible element of local religious life, but good grain was sown 
early and in 1848 Rev. Francis Prendergast came from the mission at 
Delavan to hold services at Michael Fahey's. Services were held occasionally 
at the court-house. The parish was poor but steadfast, and the general 
increase of population from 1854 to 1857 brought gain in numbers to this 
as to the other churches. .\bout 1861 a lot was bought at Walworth and 
Fast streets, and a disused tannery building was moved from a_half-block 
away and fitted decently for temporary use. Thereafter until Rev. John 
Wilham Vahey came in 1878 as a resident priest, the clergy of St. Andrew's 
came fortnightly from Delavan to minister at the altar of St. Patrick’s. 
Another and in most ways more desirable lot had been bought. at Walworth 
and Church streets, on, which two large churches have successively been 
built. the first one having been used twenty years. In 1886 Rev. Michael 
Luby came for one year's service, and in 1887 Rev. Jaimes Nicholas closed 
for the present the list of resident priests of St. Patrick’s. 

kev. Amnon Gaston, then of Delavan, organized the Congregational 
society at Capt. George Young's hotel. in 1843, and gave it part of his 
time as pastor. David Pinkerton came in 1844, Samuel E. Miner 1847, 
Jedidiah D. Stevens 1852, Lyman Huggins Johnson 1857, John Babson Linn 
Soule 1860, Stephen .D. Peet 1865. Calvin Carlton Adams (1813-1906) in 
1867, Alba Levi Parsons Loomis i868, Peter S. Van Nest (1813-1893) in 
1872, Joel Gleason Sabin (1821-1897) in 1874, Tanford Fowle 1878, 
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Newton Barrett 1881. Samuel Fay Stratton (1837-1883) in 1883, George 
Francis Hunter (1855-1891) in 1884, Charles H. Fraser 1886, David R. 
Anderson 1890, George Cavanah Lochridge (1845-1903) in 1893, Frederick 
M. Hubbell rg00, Jesse F. Taintor 1904, Almon O. Stevens 1905. 

To found the Episcopal parish of St. John in the Wilderness was in 
1841 the work of Revs. James Lloyd Breck, William Adams, a son-in-law 
of the bishop, and John Henry Hobart, all named often by the older mem- 
bers. though the last named is nowhere found in parish or public record. He 
was a son of the bishop of his name, and it is known that he was in 1865 
rector of Graee church, Baltimore. It is likely that he was of Bishop 
Kemper's staff of serviceable young mussion workers, sent where and when 
oecasion needed. T’or many years rectors at Delavan supplied Elkhorn’s 
frequent need. The suecession of rectors as shown by parish books was 
John MeNamara in 1848 and again in 1858, William S. Ludlum 1851, Gerrit 
I. Peters 1853, Henry M. Thompson 1856, Joseph H. Nichols 18—, Joseph 
C. Passmore 1861, C. T. Seibt, \lexander Fo VV. Mali eCharlesmiveespalcdin 
George W. Dean (these five last named were professors at Racine College, 
holding Sunday service between 1861 and 1871), George \WW. Harrod 1872, 
Kdward Tluntington Rudd 1873, Charles Melvin Pullen 1875, llenry [Hughes 
1881, Charles Holmes (from Delavan) 1882, Luke Paul Holmes 1888, 
William B. Thorn r892, Edward KA. Bazett-Jones, 1894, Charles N. Spaid- 
ing 18y6, John Welling Areson 18098, Philip Henry Linley 1901, Arthur J. 
Weseott 1904, lhijah tledding Edson igo6, lan Grant Wilson 1910, lree- 
man Philip O. Reed rgii. Dates indieate beginning of each reetorship.  .\s 
in the other churehes, the pastor was not always followed immediately by his 
successor. 

An Evangelical Lutheran society was formed in 1870 with Rev. Heinrich 
I. Puborg as nonresident pastor. Rev. Johaunes J. Meier, who caine about 
(875, brought his famnly im 1876, and was sueceeded by Wilhelm Buehring 
in 187g. Johannes DeJung i882. Timotheus J. Sauer, i886, Carl Tf. \uerswald 
1893, Christian Gevers 1898 to the present time. Before the end of Mr. 
Auerswald's pastorate a division of the society occurred, and a new church 
was built in 898. Its resident pastors have been Hugo Stubenvoll 1808, 
Karl O. Salzmann tgo1, Heinrich Cull 1902, Carl Hammer 1905. Since 
1go7 the chureh service las been supplied by Herman Lindemann and 
August Nohlhoff, of Burlington. 

In 1852 the Alethodist Episcopal society began its roll of resident clergy 
with the naine of Joseph C. Dana, after whom John Tibbals 1853. D. B. 
Anderson 1854, Levi Lee t&§5, Russell P. Lawton 1856, Stephen Sinith 
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1858, Thomas White 1859, Horace B. Crandall 1860, John G. Pingree 1862, 
Andrew J. Mead 1864, Joseph T. Woodhead 1866, David Deal 1868, 
William R. Jones 1870, Samuel Lugg 1872, John L. Hewitt 1873, John D. 
Cole 1874, Wesley Lattin 1875, Thomas T. Hloward 1876, Samuel C. 
Thomas 1877, Norvall Joseph Aplin 1879, Hiram G. Sedgwick 1881, John 
Schneider 1883. Payson W. Peterson 1885. John V. Trenery 1887, William HH. 
Summers 1889. John W. Olmstead 1891, Elvardo C. Potter 1893, William 
Wesley Woodside 1896, Mark A. Drew 1898, Sidney A. Sheard 1900, J. 
Thomas Murrish 1902, Jason L. Sizer 1907, Thomas Austin 1911. 

Of clergymen remembered as church-builders were Messrs. Barrett, 
Barry, Bright, Buzzell, DeJung. Luke P. Holmes, Johnson, Lee, Nicholas, 
Peters, Pullen. Vahey, Willet. Mr. Johnson had been bred to the use of 
hawk and trowel and he plastered every vard of the ceilings and walls of 
the church built m1 1858, having Bro. Osborn tland to earry mortar.  .\ 
few vears later he left the state, the pulpit. and his voung family. Messrs. 
Pullen and EL. P. Hohnes worked on church and rectory with hands well 
hardened to the use of saw, plane, hammer, and the ruder tools of labor. 
Fathers Vahey and Nicholas were practical architects, and Mr. Willett de- 
vised and supervised the extensive alterations of his church. Mr. Lee made 
the brick for the church of 1856. Mr. DeJung was also a bee-keeper, and 
often sat with book and pipe among his swarms. Mr. Barry had been state 
superintendent of schools and also chaplain of the Fourth Wisconsin In- 
fantry. While in military service he said or wrote that he had been preaching 
universal salvation for many years, but was at last convinced that hell was 
just then a tmilitarg necessity. Alessrs. David R. Anderson, Crandall, 
Cressey, Lochridge, Stratton, Sweet, and Vahey also served in the Civil war. 
Mr. Sedgwick was an amateur telescope-maker, and owned a portable ob- 
servatory. from which might be seen the moons of Jupiter and Saturn. He 
had been a telegrapher, and was serviceable in 1882 as a “scab” operator 
during a strike of telegraphers. Henry DeLancey Webster, Universalist, 
wrote lyrics for his namesake's music. Prof. J. P. Webster was not his 
relative, but he had \W. Lyman Stowe and Mrs. Levi lee among his cousins. 


NEWSPAPERS. 


George Gale. with Jfrancis Asbury Witer, a printer from Towanda, 
Pennsylvania, began business June 2, 1845, on the upper floor of the Booth 
R. Davis (brick) store, with a half-mediunm: press and a few pounds of 
type. The arrival of a newspaper press was delayed for five months, but 


304 WALWORTH COUNTY, @4ISCONSIN, 


the office began work at once. Its first job was to print blank forins for the 
circuit clerk's use. Mr. Gale set about printing the first of several editions 
of his book of legal forms which was finished in the following April. Friday, 
August 8, 1845, the [Western Star rose above the near eastern tree-tops, the 
first newspaper in the county. Seven numbers were printed with new type 
on good paper about the size of a quarter-sheet auction bill. A larger press 
was needed and in November Mr. Gale bought of Hon. John Wentworth 
(“Long John") the old “pioneer press” on which the Chicago Democrat had 
first been printed. The Star was then enlarged to ‘ta wide twenty-column 
folio.” Myr. Gale had no mind to indulge in editorship as a pastime or as a 
means to raise himself to “chairs or seats of civil power.” He had advanced 
the money and had seen the enterprise fairly in motion, toward success, when 
he sold his interest, in April, 1846, to his partners father, Dr. Eleazar R. 
Utter, who assumed the editorship, A few vears later Charles Utter, another 
son, became owner, the father remaining as editor. The paper. politically, 
was for Free Soil. .\bout 1854 Charles seems to have retired and his father 
and brother, having become administration Demoerats, changed the name of 
the paper to HH alzcorth County Reporter. The week after the election of 
1856 they sok] their office equipment to Densmore & Hotchkiss and in the 
next spring removed to Trempeateau county. 

In some way under Mr. Roekwell’s patronage or by his inducement 
Edwin .\. Cooley came in 1884 and for two years, more or less, published 
the [fulworth County Democrat, and then went away into the mysterious 
North or®Northwest. Alf Rockwell, the Drs. Ifenderson, Lot MMavoy and 
Judge Cowdery were of that “old guard” of their party which was as 
unchangeable as the laws of the universe. 

[no June, 1853, Edgar |. and Alonzo’ CL. Farinmieatrom a) tarnrenn 
Geneva, put forth the first number of the E/khorn Independent, which soon 
passed into James Densmore’s ownership. He was a ready writer, but not 
a printer. Tle inade the paper Republican, and kept its columns free from 
the personalities so much Ifrank Utter’s editorial stock in trade. Fe took 
John Hotchkiss, the, Reporter's foreman, into partnership about 1855. In 
the spring of 1857 Leland & Utter came with their little offee equipment 
from Geneva and Tlotehkiss, Leland & Utter having bought the Densmore 
interest, became owners and editors otf the HValwvorth County Indcpendent. 
(tier retired in r&s8 and in February, i864, S) Fillmore Bennett came from 
seme nook im Lake county, THhnors, and added himself as partner and editor. 
Before the end of the Civil war Mtr. and Alrs. Leland were owners and 
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a daily paper at Galesburg, Hlimois, to ownership and editorship at Elkhorn. 
He was a clear, vigorous writer and a businesslike manager, neither courting 
nor finding great personal popularity; but he gave the paper some weight 
among Wisconsin newspapers. In December, 1877, he sold the office to 
James Wiley Sankey. from Holden, Missouri: Ars. Dora Jemima ( Peck ) 
Sankey undertook the triple Jabor of editing the paper, caring for her baby, 
and nursing her dying husband. In December, 1878, Mr. Sankey died and 
in January, 1879, Mortimer T. Park, from the normal school at Oshkosh, 
and his cousin, Curtis R. Treat, a young printer from Clinton, took posses- 
sion of a revised and improved /ndependent. In July, Mir. Park became its 
single owner. In January, 1882, he admitted to partnership his excellent 
foreman, Eugene Kenney, and in April of that year Major Shepard 5. 
Rockwood bought and edited the paper for one year, when Park & Kenney 
resumed ownership. In 1899 Francis H. Eames was added to the firm. 
In 1902 Mr. Kenney retired: and in 1904 Mr. Park retired, making way for 
the present firm of Eames & Snyder. The press has aforetime been likened 
to a lever which moves the world. The /ndependent’s press, pen, and shears 
have raised three editors and a foreman to places in public service: Ir. 
Lelaud to a seat in the Assembly in 1873 and to the consulate at Hamilton, 
Ontario; Mr. Cowdery to the county clerkship; Mr. Park to the assistant’s 
desk in the office of the secretary of state (at Madison), 1882 to 1890, and 
to superintendency of the state's school at Sparta and Alr. Snyder to the 
postinastership at Elkhorn. While Mr. Park was at Madison a series of 
substitute editors performed his work at the home desk. Of these Mr. 
Dewing, nud-84 to the end of ‘88, was the fittest and most acceptable. Del. 
C. Huntoon, a semi-Bohemian from the Detroit press-gang, served until Mr. 
Park's return, in 1891. He was a pleasant fellow, fairly versed in Michigan 
politics, a chent of Senator Talmer of that state, and an ex-inspector of 
consular agencies 1n Ontario, where he became a brother-in-law of Rev. 
Charles Ii. Itrazer. who was a clergyiman, in turn, of three denominations : 
Baptist, Congregational, Episcopal. 

It may be noted that at some time after the Civil war Mr. Leland oc- 
casionally used a thin device for dividing the Delavan paper’s patronage in 
the southwestern towns. This was to print part of his edition as the Darien 
News, differing from his paper at l¢Ikhorn only in its heading and in a 
column of matter, local to that village, supplied by Orvellus LL. Gilbert. 
About 1870 he tricd this ingenious plan at Lake Geneva. We thus hastened 
the event that he tried to forestall. the establishment of a paper permanently 
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at that city. His successors had better business judgment, and in 1892 Pat 
& WKennev's better taste restored the name of Elkhorn Independent. 

Local chroniclers have incorrectly included among Elkhorn newspapers 
the Conservator, of which one pamphlet number was published in 1857, and 
the Live Man, which broke out irregularly between 1864 and 1868. Both 
of these were planned and edited by Otis Preston and reflected lis extrava- 
eant faith in the creative power of advertising. Both were printed at the 
office of the /ndependent and might have been regarded as special editions 
of that paper, the Conservalor to advertise village lots at Elkhorn to all the 
nations of the earth, the Live an to advertise Elkhorn dealers to all the 
buyers of the county. 

With the business panic of 1873 came Isaac B. Bickford from Ogle 
county, Illinois, to supply the political cave of Adullam with a county 
“organ.” He brought a slender stock of tvpe-metal, but no press. October 
18, 1873, and for twenty weeks thereafter, the [alworth County Liberal was 
printed on the /ndcpendent's press. Eight weeks later, when Bickford ap- 
pealed to the county committee for the sinews of war, that body decided 
to buy the little he could sell, and to install Beckwith & Kenney in his stead. 
Editorially, the paper had been composed of, say, seven parts Bickford, 
seventeen parts Spooner, and seventy-six parts Preston. Tlence, it seemed 
as if the Live Man had been called back. Preston’s peculiar oratory, 
reduced to paper and ink, lost the wizardry of his vehement delivery and 
neither convinced nor entranced but sometimes puzzled his readers. Gov- 
ernor Spooner gave the paper the little distinction it ever earned. His 
privately spoken criticism of the new editorship was caustic, kindly, and not 
unprofitable. In the following summer Henry H, Tubbs was added to the 
firm. But for two somewhat memorable events the later history of this 
paper is not in itself interesting. 

One of these was its exposure of sume rather excessive severities of 
discipline at the State School for the Deaf. This was on information derived 
from three of the teachers. The published statements, which inade more 
fluttering within the school and at three newspaper offices of the county than 
elsewhere, were investigated, and a very judiciously prepared report of the 
state board of charity and reform soon restored public confidence in the 
school, though nobody was specifically blamed. The principal resigned at 
the close of the school year: but. excepting Rev. Thomas Clithero, who pre- 
ferred the pulpit to the school room, all the teachers kept their places. The 
principal was a gentleman, with a dyspeptic’s temper, eminent in his pro- 
fession, and he was quickly called to further usefulness in an Eastern 
Mistitution. 
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The other event was the total destruction of the Liberal office building, 
uninsured, with all its contents, also uninsured, by a fire which broke out 
almost as suddenly as if by explosion, at nearly nuidimght of July 2, 1875. 
James R. Browne, of Racine. had owned the building and Messrs Perry G. 
Harrington, Albert Ogden, Stephen G. West, and Samuel A. White owned 
the hand-press on which the paper had been printed. The publishers ac- 
quitted themselves of carelessness and the property of spontaneous coin- 
bustion. Kenney wet to the Independent office as its foreman and in time 
became its part owner. Tubbs returned to compass, transit and level. The 
fire had left nothing but the name of the paper and the editor's memory of 
its subscription-list. Changing the name to Elkhorn Liberal and making the 
paper Democratic, the Beckwiths printed twenty-five numbers, the last one 
dated January 7, 1876. From its beginning this paper had derived half of 
its support from kepublican patrons, one more proof of the kindly, tolerant 
spirit of the people of Walworth. 

An incident in the Liberal’s business was a contract, for six imonths, 
with Rev. George Willis Cooke, then of Sharon, to print his Liberal IVorker 
bi-monthly. Its purpose was‘to promote a provisional union or alliance of 
several shades of unorthodox religion or plulosophy. Soine of the ablest 
preachers of two states contributed their freshest sermons, and the quality 
of its editorship may be interred from the taet that the Houghton Mifflin 
Company afterward emploved Mr. Cooke as editor and critical aunotator of 
their new editions of Emerson's and Browning's works, and of other modern 
classics. 

Several members of the Prohibitionist county organization found it 
expedient to encourage the establishment of a newspaper in its interest. A 
stock company was formed, a printing office equipped, and April 17, 1891, 
Charles E. Badger, a good job printer, put forth the first number of the 
MWealworth County Blade. In the fall of 1896 Elenry H. Tubbs, a practical 
printer and a stockholder, took upon himself the duties and difficulties of the 
office, and afterward acquired its ownerslup. Ina few of his several absences 
from home (in railway work as a civil engineer) the office was leased 
temporarily, and on other such occasions Murs. lelen AL. A. Tubbs managed 
its business and editorship. Late in 1905 the Blade was discontinued aud the 
office was sold to a short-lived management which changed its name to 
Tribune and made it a semi-stalwart Repubhean paper. Returning in 1906 
to the Tubbs ownership, its material was sold and sent out of the county. 

llis year's experience with the Liberal had = foreshown Myr. Tubbs 
clearly that the Blade could live only by his personal labor and continuous 
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self-sacrifice; and his single-minded, whole-hearted behet in the justice of 
the cause thus espoused was the one source of his tenacity of purpose. It 
may well be doubted if another person in the county would have carried the 
paper half way through its sixteenth volume. Mr. and Ars. Tubbs closed 
their business without debt or shadow of dishonor, and their almost heroic 
resoluteness, with their personal qualities, enabled them to keep old friend-- 
ships and to gain the respect of men who were politically antagonistic. Mr. 
Tubbs once received the compliment of a congressional nomination by his 
DEba igs 

Town and village affairs had been administered from 1846 to 1892 by a 
board of three supervisors, and from 1857 under a special charter. An 
election was held May 3, 1892, under a general law of 1887, for a village 
president and a board of six trustees. Harley C. Norris was president until 
he became mayor. The twenty-one citizens who served as trustees were 
Otto Arp 1894-5. George W. Bentley 1896, George B. Cain 1896, Augustus 
F, Desing 1893, Charles Dunlap 1893-7, Egbert Francis 1892-3, S. Clayton 
Goff 1892-6, John Hare 1897, red \W. Isham 1894-5. John Keefte 1893, 
LeGrand Latham 1892, John Morrissey, of Church street, 1892-3, Herman 
Nappe 1896, Thomas 1]. O'Brien i892, William O'Brien 1897, John J. 
Slattery 1897, Thomas E. Slattery 1892. George B. Sprague 1894-6, DeWitt 
Stanford 1897, August Voss 1894-5, Philip S. Wiswell 1897. 

Ifon. Joseph Ff. Lyon discovered or remembered, in 1897, that chapter 
326, laws of 1889, had made [lkhorn, as well as many villages, a city of 
the fourth class, whereupon an election for city officers was held May 3, 
i897, and three days later Governor Scofield’s proclamation completed the 
efflorescence from the village bud to the perfect flower of the city. The 
first board of aldermen was: [irst ward, .\ugustus F. Desing, William 
O'Brien; second ward, Samuel Breese, |r.. Charles C. Gaylord: third ward, 
F., Maxwell Porter, DeWitt Stanford. he new order began June 1, 1897. 

Chairman of the village board during the period of county commissioner 
government: William T1. Conger 1862, ‘68-9: Horatio S. Winsor 1863, 66; 
IKdwin Plodges 1864-5, °67. 


MEMBERS OF COUNTY BOARD FOR VILLAGE, 


Pathan unciwiy alhedenaiic i840 Horatio sales Winsor 2— au tS5I 
Licoree altace == eee 1847-8 | LeCmime eckiwell, 2222 1852-3 
er. Meavcr sia tee 1849 (Jet SeatewG (Ol s ati = = 1854-5. 59 


Dr. George Tenry Young --. 1850 ital Jo ii 222 le ee 1856 
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Oi fessor it uihisaeae oa | Hose Williany lames Strattoneese soo 
John Flavel Brett___.._.-._-. 1858 George Washington Wylie_._1885 
Ieee ie brOde es re oo So. 1860-1 John @latheson-_..-= 2-22 1886-9 
Christopher \Wiswell-_-_1870-1, ‘80 Edward Harvey Sprague____- 1890 
Meemlan Spooner 222-22 1872 Harley Cornelius Norris---_1891-2 
ive birice Vewing 2222). 3 1873-6 (eOree = Viatiesoi] 22. eee 1893 
ICTR NE es ae LOZ 7 Ot Abraham Cranston Norton__ 1894-5 
STU a Ce @) eee 187 Jobin -frarrison Harris.___...- 1896 


Dr. Wilham (lenry Hurlbut__1879 
COUNTY MEMRERS FOR CITY. 


First Ward—John 1. Harris, 1897-8: Edmund J. Hooper, 1899-1907, 
(gio; James Matheson, ryo8-y, 1gt1+.\rthur G. Groesbeck 1912. 

Second Ward—lJoseph F. Lyon, 18y7: George IE. Pierce, 18g. 1goo: 
aici omeitclerdale. 1390; 5. Clayton (ot woor-1: tenn: We i Adkins, 
1905-8; Charles H. Nott, 1909-11: Walter .\. West, 1912. 

Third Ward—Dr. George Hi. Young, 1897-8, tg04: Thomas EF. Slattery. 
ISq9-1go1, 1yo6: Edward H. Sprague, 1yo2-3, 1903: Hiram N. Stubbs. 
1907-8; Charles lrreligh, 1gog: Henry De L. Adkins, 1gto-te. 

Mayors: Jlarley C. Norris, 1897, 1902; John Dunphy (elected). 1898: 
DeWitt Stanford, 1898; Dr. George Hl. Yonng. 1899. 1906; Dr. Williant HH. 
Hurlbut. 1g00: George Edmund Pierce. 1901; Jay Wright Page. 1904: S. 
Clayton Goff. igo8. 1910: Herbert Eugene Hartwell. 1gi2.  Mayor-elect 
Dunphy declined service and Mr. Stanford, as president of the council, acted 
for the year. The first five elections were for one-year terms. fn 1902 and 
since the official term has been two years. Messrs. Dunphy, Page and 
Young are Democrats. A health officer, city clerk, street commissioner. weed 
commissioner, marshal, six school commissioners and nine library directors 
are appointed by the mavor with consent of the council. 


Aor TE SU iy SOS. 


Lester Allen__________ 1862-3. “66 Wilhamn Ifenry Conger 2 _ 1860-1 
(eMeitico Vien 2eseess 22082 1874 Augustus ]*, Desing.. 2___ 1890-1 
enzo. W\gel 252.28 k 1851 iy Brice Dewine.- 2222222 1870 
ela cmmincht == ae Oe 1857 Sees: Mastinansos2 2 eae 1859 
ipecrecuulkieys 2. 1864-5. ‘67 dilins-Tyvman Edwards 2 222 1868 
itamesnibael, evnker.. 2. 1869 award Iiderkin_ 7222 = 1858-9 


Gein Gerd ts 1871 Pret hester i Ellsworth...1875-6 
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Egbert Francis_------------- 1892 
\Williain Oakley Garfield__ 1849. 53 
35-6 

Sidney Clayton Goff------- 18g1-2 
Daniel Parmelee Handy------ 1852 
John Tare--4-------------- 1879 
Robert tlarkness=== =a === = 1867 
Rufus Dudley Harriman__1878, ’84 
iorace Noble ray 22 223- 1846, 49 
Jolin@yeeeiliciyes 2222-2 = = — 1s8i 
Robert, plolleys2 See ==.css—= 1858 
Benjamin Blodgett Humphrey_1863 
Weonee se uipiiicy sao =e 1848 
fred Wallard Isham —------ 1886-8 
Davide 0) sOna2—eenee == 1866 
feo vise ttt ees — sy deur ate @) 
S22 at 

James Henry Landerdale--1871. °75 
ukemi ale 1 VONe eae 2. 1883 
PPE AGG! oi. oe uo ee iotou ss 


‘homas Ve A Nel eee ee 1852 
John Morrissey ------------- 1885 
Harley Cornelius Norris----1886-9 
John Ashe Norris ---------- 1869 
Nibett Ogden et e=- ees 1847, 50 
menas eden: eee 1846, °55-6 
Joln.Akdams Per) =22 2a 1879 
Dwight Preston 2 = --- ea 1883 
Harley Flavel Smith _-_-.1854, ‘60-2 
[sraél Snuitht 25 2 ee 1870 
Devitt Stantord 222 — eee ae 
Squire Stanford_1857, ‘68, 72-3. ‘82 
Cras Cortland Siewe =e == ieee 
William James Stratton. 1880-1, ‘90 
Clrarvles W\ lect. =e 1885 
Walter Varo est-24 Soe 1889q 
lloratio Sales Winsor_--1854. 64-5 
Christopher Wiswell__--1873-4. 76 
Dr. Georee mMenry Voll l ses 1847 


CLERKS OF VILLAGE@AND CITY. 


Pascardelekterk in 22= === 18.46 
Pepoarcl a \s ies. 22. eee ea 3 
Dr. Samuel Wirt Flenderson_-1848 
Simeon rostwee se ee = IS4y 
A lian wstainisan Petit s=.. 1850 
Lee. - - ee 1851-3 
Meson (edwin Dewing —-—--- 1854-5 
Slinies anil) hanya = ISS 
Henry Bradley_ 1857-8, 60-2, 65-0. 
‘60-7 2 

Ciivlesel von .225 Jose aee 859 
arts (7. SUGv Cis i See 1803 
bere Nel Vis Ae ee ee 1864 
(asapli S.. J. Weitonec 2-222 21867 
John WW. Burbank ISOS 


Caeoree WY. Ogden oy s. O- 1 


Edward Marshall Iatham_1874-5 


2-3 
Charles James Strattons2 se oee 1884 
Sidtie Gaston (Ot = == 1885 
Nahin Binnie oa 1886-7 
Charles*GamtGaviord =~ 2-2 1888-9 
iO Ghee lesa = 1890-5 


Henry De Lafayette Adkins_ 1896-8 


Wilh ctieslecom. 2-52.22 1899 
Jeseplshieiy ene enstey-- 2-2 1900 
(jeoree: 35 Silage. ee + .--== 1901 
VN ite ee 1902 
\WWoalle nia) = a ee 1904 
biaplem@et tis. 2 eee 1908 


Phily Shemdaniestewort-..2- 2 1912 
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TREASURERS. 
Dalle CUS eS ee = te 1846 haves Lyon 22 -.- 2. 1878-9 
AJexander S. Brown .....--- Teety atlen G.I NOLTIS 222 ae 1880-4 
Eeusolias Chamberlin 2-22 5.- 1848 Samineh Wiitchiell 22.00 sses 1885-6 
George Bachelder (app. )------ 1848 Charles ranks (rath. .2=e=—— 1887 
Henry Hobart Hartson_'49-51, 53, 

> (Onan aGatswell, 2222220257 T&&8-9 
ims EAN aaa oa 1852 Silas Rockwell Flolden_____- 18go-1 
Myron Edwin Dewing....-- 1854-5 martin lapp Waterbury 2222 1&92 
IPavidel. J@hnsoms =) 22.245. 1856 PeGlancn Mattia 2225 055 ee 1893 
Voliiipleeeol ley 2ee = = 1857 Geol Ce blent. Partaioses=as8 1894 
Aelia Ole ntOn 26 Soo 225 1859 (Seorve Be biurpec- 22 1895-6 
priexander otevens 2-522. 2 1860-1 W. Christopher Nuoffer____1897-8 
fel Me csmeemcrett 2-2. 1862-7 George B. Sprague_ 1899-1900, ’02-3 
JOSCplipsa |. HAton 2... - 1868-9 I‘rancis Maxwell Porter_____ 
SVelloow. Elatiwell 2. 2--. TOs), 5 Beppe es ete es IQOI, ’O4-07 
Dyar Lamotte Cowdery____-_ 1872-3 Philp Sheridan Stewart__-1908-11 
NOM e Lome, 22 2 1874-7 DC) 2d Co ene IQI2 


TUSTICES OF THE PEA cE. 


ISD 1888-9 
ieiuowe ene oe ee 100-3 
SReuiiitetell Gos ee Se 1866-7 
leMieniadles Soe oon. 1861-74 
Wilham Worth Byington____1880-1 
Ptihtr Clohisy — 2-22. 1897-1912 
Horatio Seymour Dunlap ____1881 
Stenien hak deerton 12... 1896-7 
Jaines Ervin Fuller_____ I&88-1912 
Robert Holley ~~ -_-_-____ 1860-5 
John Peter Ingalls__.______ 1889-91 
Hollis Latham _~____~ 1859-63. 77-8 
Ieeibple Ce. care PON 2 1867-8 


lGcsepneroster levon22 222272. 
nen oe ‘79-80, '82-3, '85-98, 1g01-2 


Sales Lytle 2 tooeeeen 1905-8 
olnimevlathesow 2222-2222. 1884-5 
ey se ks cen 1859-60 
Samuel Mitchell 22222222. 1893-6 
dolnetdans Pernyol2oo- - 1870-84 
Wilham Harrison Pettit.___ 1860-4 
ewes lilavcl Sinithess2— =. IS71-9 
@eoree 1b. Spragtie.2 2-232 1 &92-3 
Gharies \Vales so... 22 1884-7, QI-4 
Curtrs [insted Winsor ~.___- 1870-1 
eorce ldwin \\ oad 222] 1907-12 


George Washington Wyhe__1&95-6 


Of the justices for this. as for other towns. two of whom were chosen in 
each vear, between 1846 and 1859. none filed credentials at the cireuit clerk's 
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office. Ilence, the officers-cleet who qualified within that period are only 
determinable in part and that from a great mass of loose papers. 

In fifteen vears, s8y7 to 1gtT, inclusive, the citizens named have served 
as aldermen: First ward—Aug. F. Desing, Charles Dunlap, William E. 
Clough, George Kinne, Nathaniel Carswell. Herbert E. Hartwell, Timothy 
Calahan, Or. fames MV. Marsh, Edw'd Marrissey, Fredk Winter ie 
Nuoffer: second ward—Sani'l Breese, Ch. C. Gaylord. Abr. C. Norton, Geo. 

\Wovlie, Walter .\, West, Geo. H. Parrar, aAthert J. Reed, ichimine] a2 
Edw'd (. teliswortl, J. Matt. Niessen, Henry J. Noblet, John I]. Laudtrdate: 
Michael Slattery. Michael Fay: third ward—F. Max Porter, DeWitt Stan- 
ford, Ulerbert Fi. Ulartwell, John Morrissey, \Iva J. Blanchard, Ch. Preplow, 
Rudolph G. Uloffman, John F1. Snyder. Jr.. Thos. Keeffe. Fred’k J. Smith, 
AA ii Ort issex. 

Postinasters for leIkhorn have been LeGrand KR cckwell, 1838: lédwin 
Hodges, 1819; Jot Alavo, 1853; Henry bradlev. 18617 \\ ilsone DS eae 
1886; Henry Bradley. 1890; ‘Albert C. Beckwith, 1894: Thomas \Vilham 
Morefield, r&o8; John Fl, Snvders |r. tors, Tin (hete7 4 thie atic 
ae in the third class. but important changes in postage rates redueed 11 in 
July. 1875, to the fourth class. It became a third class office in July, 1882, 
and a Pee office 19 1907.) In 1908 a ten-year contract of the depart- 
ment with Edward IT. Sprague removed it to its present place, at Walworth 
and Broad streets. This office is the center of seven free delivery routes, 
which so operated as to discontinue the postoffices at Bowers, Fayetteville. 
Jacobsville. Lauderdale, Millard and Tibbets, and to divide with Lake Geneva 
routes the business of Como and East Delavan. 


PE BEIC UTiMeLlES: 


lor many vears it was generally felt that the village would be nearly help- 
less In case Of any considerable fire. bout 18g2 a rather loosely presented 
proposition to provide one or more public wells was rejected at a special elec- 
tion In 1894 the village board, acting on its own judgment, emploved FF. M 
Gray, of Milwaukee. to drill at the foot of Broad street, near the railway 
station, “This work was finished early in +895. an exhaustless supply of pure 
water having been found at 1.050 feet. Passing through the drift the drill 
met Cinemnati shale at 225 feet. Trenton limestone at 412 feet. St. Peter's 
sandstone at 665 feet. Magnesian limestone at 700 feet. Potsdam sandstone at 
950 feet. red sandstone at 2 5 teet, and thenee in that stratum 25 feet to the 
hettom of the boring. \Water rose to a point 147 feet below the surface 
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At a special election, June 4, 1895, it was decided by two-thirds of the 
voters to issue bonds to the amount of eighteen thousand dollars for construc- 
tion and equipment of 1 svstem of water works. N. F. Reichert, of Racine, 
began July oth the work of building power house and stand pipe, and of laying 
street mains. All this led to reorganization of old firemen’s companies, and 
President Norris named Clarence N. Byington, George B. Cain, ug. F. 
Desing, Will G. Fowlston, S. Clayton Goff. Herbert E. Hartwell, David 
Lowry, Will B. Lyon, .\lonzo C. and Vernon H. MeKinstry, Will E. Magill, 
John Morrissey, John and Will Morrissey, W. Chr. Nuoffer. Will O'Brien, 
Jr.. Albert J. Reed, John Russell, Frank H. Stafford, with instruetion to form 
a hose company. This body was increased later to fifty men, and then divided 
into two hose companies and a hook and ladder company. The chiefs of the 
fire department. since 1897. have been Will B. Lyon. F. Maxwell Porter, 
George ©. Kelloge, Will Morrissey, Will Ie. Magill, Fred B. Magill, George 
Ik. Burpee. George H. Farrar, Michiel Morrissey, and, at present, Will E. 
Magill again This department quickly beeame efficient for service, and also 
for competitive drilling at various points in the state. The Magills have won 
personal distinction on these latter occasions. 

In 1898 it was determined at another special election to light the streets 
with electric lamps. under city ownership of the system. Bonds were issued 
to the amount of ten thousand dollars. Both these and the water bonds were 
taken at home and at a small premium. In 1907 the council created an electric 
light and water commission of five members for management of these public 
utilities, the mavor and one alderman with three citizens not of the counceil. 
The first and only appointed members were John tl. Harris, Jay W. Page and 
Charles Pieplow. 

\ public Hbrary was among the good things of which Judge Gale and 
other men of 1846 had dreamed. .\ few wretched attentpts were made, from 
time to time for a half century, to create such an institution. In January, 
1g00. Edward FT]. Sprague, then about to improve his lots at Walworth and 
Broad streets, called a meeting at his public hall in order to disclose his 
matured plan for a practically fire-proof building whieh should serve. among 
other uses, for an “opera house” and a library room. On petition of a large 
majority of citizens the city council passed an ordinance to establish such a 
library and contracted with Myr. Sprague for the use of a specially prepared 
second floor in part of his building for a term of fifty years. 

Charles Edward Sprague (1871-1892), the namesake of this library, 
was eldest son of the owner of the building. [TJe was his father's confidential 
triend. and the two had day-dreamed together of plans for making such an 
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institution at Elkhorn practicable. Mr. Sprague contributed about one hun- 
dred volumes, of his own selection and of permanent value. Besides these and 
seven hundred volumes from the government's printing office, the hbrary was 
opened September 2, 1901, with, say two hundred and fifty books acceptable 
to general readers, and bought by public subscription. A few weeks later 
President Dewing, of the directory, in behalf of himself and Miss Melvina, 
his sister, gave six hundred and fifty volumes from the private collection of 
their brother. Myron E. Dewing. These are shelved together as the “Dewing 
Collection,” and are still a most valuable part, as to their contents, of nearly 
four thousand volumes now in possession. Mrs. [Elizabeth Dixon Dewing has 
since added about fifty volumes to the original collection. A few years ago 
the “public documents” were turned over to the County Historical Society. 

This library was instituted under statutory sanction. In 1900 Mayor 
Hurlbut appointed a board of directors: Mrs. Anna W. M. Flack, Mrs. 
Carrie E. Medbery, .\lonzo C. MeWinstry, for one year; Miss Jesse I. 
Sprague, Jay F. Lyon, Albert C. Beckwith, for two years; [tly B. Dewing, 
Jay W. Page, Jolin TH. Harris, for three years; Miss Sprague, Beckwith and 
Page are still members: Mrs. Flizabeth Stanton Forbes, Fred W. Isham, Dr. 
Edward Winne have been members; and Aliss At. Medora Hurlbut, Mrs. 
Catharine Monahan Porter, Orland Carswell, Will Ie. Dunbar, Grant D. Har- 
rington and Charles H. Nott are of the present board, The presidents have 
heen Dewing, Page, Lyon and Harrington. The librarian was Mae Trene 
ferris, and is Edna Lorene Derthick. 

A\ chapter of Daughters of the \merican Revolution was instituted in 
rgio, with Margaret Medora Ifurlbut as regent. She was succeeded in 1911 
by Mrs Ruth Eliza (Wales) Isham. There are fourteen members, and many 
cligibles Hve within the chapter jurisdiction. 

In the infancy of the village a little burial ground was set off in Wiscon- 
sin street, near North street. This was soon abandoned and a new ceme- 
tery was badly laid out at the eastern end of Court street. This, too, has heen 
vacated and its area added to the fair ground. Tn 1874 a few really publie- 
spirited citizens moved to far hetter purpose. The ground was bought, near 
the western end of Jefferson street, and was named Ilazel Ridge. William 
M. oR French, landscape arehitect. of Chicago, made the plan. which nature, 
time, and human care have beautified. Its present area is about thirty-four 
neres, The first hoard of trustees was composed of Orland Carswell, Wiliam 
If. Conger, David R. Johnson, Wilham Thomas Jones, Jacob INetchpaw. 
James Pf. Landerdale, Wilson 1. Lyon. Squire Stanford and Stephen G. 
West. The several presidents of this board have been West, Netchpaw, Lau- 
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derdale, Conger, Lucius Allen and Carswell. Superintendents: Jones. Henry 
i eeyedkins aud rlarley, C. Norris: Secretaries: Jolson, Dyar Ly Gon 
derv, S. Clayton Goff. Treasurers: Conger, Jones, Lyon and Adkins. 

The population of Elkhorn in 1850 was 42: at later census: 1860, 1,081; 
momo,  1locG, 1,122. 1500, 1,447: 1900, 1,731 1910, 1,707. 


CHAPTER NAVI. 


TOWN OF GENEV.. 

At the first legislative naming of the towns of \Walworth the southeastern 
quarter of the county took its name from the lake which Mr. Brink had re- 
christened in 1833, and from the village which began its growth the next 
vear. He disliked such uncouthness as “Big Foot,” and his ear was untrained 
to the Mgonquin euphony of Gee-zihig-waw-gid-dug-gah-bess; but he found 
in the scene about him sume reminder of Seneca lake, with Geneva at its foot. 
Since the lake before him was so much smaller than the village-bordered 
caster water, one name might serve very well for the lake that always had 
been and the village about to be. Ite chose very well, since he might have 
chosen so much worse. He might have given his own uame to the lake. and 
he had warrant of familiar examples for some such polysyllabic majesty as 
*\legapodopolis.” 

The towns of Bloomfield, Eludson and Linn were set off by one legisla- 
tive act. January 23, 1844. each for its home rule, leaving the name Geneva 
to town 2 north, of range 17 east. Nearly three hundred acres of sections 35. 
av lie beneath the bay-like foot of Geneva lake, and neatly a thousand acres 
are (or have been) covered by Dueck lake (which Thomas MelNaig new- 
named “Como’), In r846 the newer towu of Elkhorn took away section 6, 
\s a small offset to all this subtraction, the city of Lake Geneva includes about 
five acres of section 31 of Lyons, and is likely enongh to take part of section 
tof Linn at no very distant time. The outlet of the larger lake, called Witte 
river, quickly leaves Geneva to cross Lyons and join the Fox at Burlington. 
The outlet of Duek lake isa branch of White river, which it meets in section 20 
of Lyons, having left seetion 26 and crossed sections 23, 24 of Geneva and 
section 19 of Lyons. Duek lake is about three miles long and its average 
width is more than a half mile. It was much wider within the memory ot 
man. but meh of its marshy border is now mown. Jackson's creek m1 section 
3. near the Lafayette line, drains sections 10, 9, 8. 17. 7 and flows sonth of 
Elkhorn to Delavan lake. Fish are caught near its month, and cattle drink 
along its threadlike course. The surface of the town, excepting the basin of 
Duck lake and the rather broad valley of its outlet. is generally high prairie 
and opening, with some knobbiness near the northeastern corner, the south- 
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Western sections, between the lakes, and about the city. The highest point in 
the county is near the northwestern corner of section 19, one thousand one 
hundred and forty-nine feet above sea level, which slopes easily to the lower 
levels adjacent. Several years ago the geodetic surveyors made this point a 
signal station. 

The northern and central sections—much the greater part of the town 
are among the most fertile of the county and were settled early by compe- 





tent and prosperous fariners, stock raisers and dairymen. The somewhat 
rougher sections were once heavily wooded. but are now cleared and culti- 
vated. ‘The county poor farm spreads over nearly two-thirds of section 4. In 
section 24 are a church. town hall, and store, for a few years a cheese factory 
(its business now transferred), a postoffice from 1896 until discontinued by 
the establishment of a rural delivery route from Lake Geneva. This incipient 
village is still named Como. John Chase’s cheese factory, in section 10, in 
active operation for many years, has been absorbed by the Wisconsin Butter 
and Cheese Company. About 1837 Christopher Payne built a dam and saw 
mul] at Duck lake outlet and sold it to George W. Trimble, his son-in-law, who 
sold it to Dr. Oliver S. Tiffany. \With the coming of pine lumber the mill fell 
into disuse, decay and forgottenness. In 1858 a Hood carried away the relics 
and the dam, lowering the Jake and Jaying bare many acres of marsh meadow. 
The torlorn Jooking cuts and dumps of the old \isconsin Central Railway 
Conipany are yet to be seen, yet a lite more strongly marked than the Indian 
mounds. ‘Their course was across scctions 36, 25, 26, 23, 14. 11, 10.9. 8, 5 
to the IIkhorn line. In 1911-12 agents or operators were buying or in other 
way acquiring a tew real or shadowy rights of way along this line for a 
proposed electric railway from Lake Geneva to Whitewater. New lope has 
been raised, and though nothing substantial is assured, old and new hope may 
soon end in fruition. 

The whole area of improved land in 1910 was 109,413 acres, valued at 
91,584,500: average value per acre, $81.62. .\creages of principal crops. 
POLO ene s Isdviey 002: COMM, 2:073: Itap meld, 2,047; oats. 2,151: orchard. 
Dae porlors Ou ce) 54; tnnbere 2 42sencat, S2. Keturis of hve stock 
Wee OO Cit 570.100: OnlmOGs ean: 759 jlorses, S62.0007 501 
sheep, $2,000. Valuation of town, 3.596 per cent. of that of whole county. 

Population of town (¢including village, in 1&50 and 1860): 1850, 1,557; 
POO ee eo 70, 1.03); 1880, 9030; Tego, 1,073: 1900. 1.PoT? 1910, P42. 

Patents issued from the land office to the following named persons are 
recorded at the county seat: .\lanson Clark Abell, section 25; [larrison 
Ru cich ee iat Averill. 1% aight Ss) waco. 2: Lewis Thales ay. 
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John Barr, Sr.. 10, 15; Tliram Beals, 30; .\nson Bell, 11; James Alexander 
Bell, 4; Jos¢ph Bennett, 14; Daniel S. Benton, 3. y. 10: Charles Boyle, 12, 13; 
Daniel Edwin Bradley, 7; Milo Edwin Bradley, 1; Deodat Brewster, 1; Ar- 
thur Bronson. 34: Charles P. Brown, 29; John Brown, 33; Amos and Hiram 
Cahoon, 11; .\mos Cary, 35; George and Simon Williams Clark, 35; George 
Coburn, 1g: Louis Leander Cook, 4; Seth Cowles, 9, 15: Lewis Curtis, 28; 
Charles Dickerman, 18; Samuel Dunbar, 7; John Dunlap, 10, 11; Baronet V. 
Eeckerson, 30: Ephraim IP. S. Enos, 20; John Evans, 32; Andrew Ferguson, 
26; Jolin Powell Flack and Thomas Flack. 3: Richard Baker Flack, 9; George 
Gale. 3; Ludwig Giese, 32; Samuel Gott, 24; Elihu Gray, 9; Alvah Grow, 3: 
Daniel Parmelee Elandy, 30: Noah Harriman, 14; Edmund Storrs Harvey, 
13, 18; John Haskins, 26; Alonzo Ilerrick. 9: Jacob Herrick, 21; Wilham 
D. Holbrook, 31; Mason .\. Hollister. 32: Harvey Tloughton, 30: John Hut- 
ton, 19; Seth W. Kelley, 10; Jacob Kenel, 21: George Lamberson, 4; James 
Lewis, 13; Thomas MeKaig. 23: Gurdon Saltonstall Murdock, 18: Joseph 
Musgrave, 206: Cyril Leach Oatman; Zenas Ogden, 1, 21; Jasper \William 
Peat. 7: Anthony Peck, 19: Jason eck. 9: John R. Peck, 2. \¥alhain em 
land. 7: Eveline Hl. Porter, 1; Langdon Cheves Porter. rr; Newton Randy 
Manson ©. ced, 23: Leland M. Rhodes, 15: Brittain Ross, 15; Morris Ross. 
(4.15: Wilham Pangburn Ross, 22; Willlam Rounds, 19; Nehemiah Rouse, 
10: .\dam Martin Russell. 17; Robert Emmett Russell, 24; Daniel Ryan. 34: 
John Carpenter Schuyler, 25; Hiram Spencer, 19; Oliver P. Standish, 10: 
Fdward Stevens, 13: Sanford Wait. 12: Greenleaf Stevens Warren, 3: Rob- 
ert Wells Warren. 4, 32. 35: Joseph Webb, 8; George Weller. 35: Barton 
Brenton Wilkinson, 13: Israel, Sr., and Royal Joy Wilhams, 31: Silas 
Sabah meer 

Willtume Aver maimed Iliza Sionalian, Viele at. 

John Barr ¢1792-t860). son of Allen, came from Scotland with wite 
Barbara Black. Tle died in Linn, to which town he had removed. 

Iliram Beals (1809-1880) was son of Danicl Beals (born 1767) and 
Hannah Wheat (born 1770). and grandson of Richard Beals: came in 1843 
from Cummington, Massachusetts, to section 30, Geneva, with wife Rebecea 
Orisa (1812-1882), daughter of William and Rebeeca Axtel. who were 
COMSINS, 

Charles Bovle (died tS86qg) married, second. Marjory Brown, October 
2 pelle eile 

Deodat Brewster (1789-1881). a native of Connectient: wife named Lois 
(ioNg-t872): had several descendants in North Geneva. 

Vines Cahoon (1789-1860); married Mary Wilhams (1796-1874. 
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George Coburn (1810-1897) married Charity (1807-1897), daughter of 
John and Margaret Reichard, both of Livingston county, New York. He 
lived for long across the town-hne road in section 24, Delavan, and died at 
Elkhorn. 

Samuel Dunbar (1806-1872) came from Belfast in 1833 to New York: 
to Geneva 1839: marnied, first, Elizabeth Thompson (1809-1852): second, 
Mrs. Mary (MeDougall) Streeter. Ths family seems to have become per- 
Manet mi the county. 

John Dunlap (1796-1879) was son of Robert, a soldier of the Revolu- 
tion, and Mary Letts. He married, first, Cynthia Kinne, who was mother of 
his children; second, Llannah, daughter of Samuel Armstrong and Mary 
Gregg. 

Ephraun P. S. Enos died March 20, 1860, leaving wife Polly, daughter 
of Melzer Dinsmore. 

Daniel P. Handv’s will was dated March 4, 1868, and proved June 25, 
same vear. He married successively Maria and Lydia Wheat Beals, daugh- 
ters of Hiram Beals and Hannah Wheat. Lydia W. died in 1868. 

Noah Flarriman (1805-1903) married Lucinda Davis in 1826,—both of 
Vermont. He lived for several years in Lafayette and died at Elkhorn. He 
was a farmer and a licensed exhorter of the Methodist church. 

Edmund S. Harvey (1819-1899) was son of Thankful, daughter of 
Bethuel Robinson, of Willington, Connecticut. He came to Geneva in 1840 
and pernutted himself to forget his father’s, step-father’s and half-sister’s 
names. His first wife, Nancy A. Fowle, married Julv 11, 1841, was his chil- 
dren's mother. . 

John Haskins (1811-1887) married Olivia N. (Vose), widow of John 
Seymour. John Vose Seymour, of Lake Geneva, was her son. John amd 
James Haskins bought and improved the water power in section 25, and be- 
cune residents of the village. 

Moses S. Iferrick died in 1872. His wife was Juha Ann, daughter ot 
Jacob Herrick and Roxana Bradley. 

Mason .\. Plollister (born 1818), son of John, son of Elisha (as told). 
married Matilda (born 1834), daughter of John Dalton. 

William Pentland died in 1845. He left sons who were long known as 
farmers of the northern part of the town. 

Eanedon C. Porter inarried Eunice Werieht, March 13, 18.44. 

William P. Ross (1812-1887), son of Morris, married Polly Abaria. 
daughter of Jacob Verrick. Their son, Washington (born 1845). was a 


soldier of the Civil war. 
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Nehennah Rouse (1803-1874), son of -\nthony, married Maria, daugh- 
ter of Llenry Plate. She died in 1875. One of their eight children was Han- 
nah, wite of Itthan B. Farnum. 

Hiram Spencer (1799-1878), son of Noah, came in 1845. His wite, 
Lois (1804-1883), was daughter of Nathaniel Moseley and Charlotte Dewey. 
This family had several local connections by marriage. 

Edward Stevens (1813-1893) had wite Adeline (1808-1885). A son, 
Martin 1. (born 1840), was a soldier of the Iwenty-second infantry 
daughter, Emma, was born in 1843. 

Many of the early settlers of Geneva, like those of other towns, had large 
families, and a minute division of land was avoided by westward emigration. 
Thus it not seldom happens that they are represented, if at all, at the old 
homes by the children of daughters. In the sub-pioneer period, too, there 
appeared many whose names, once heard daily, are already becoming but mein- 
ories. .\mong these disappearing names are Baggs, ‘Bagnell, Case, Chase, 
Clapp, Gates, Goodspeed, Iland. Howe, Jackson, Lytle. Phelps, Potter, Vin- 
cent and Wales. Some of the old families, however, are vet to be found in the 
villages and the adjacent towns. 

In summer automobile tourists from Chicago and the farthest east find 
one of their principal routes through Bloomfield into Geneva and thence by 
kIkhorn, Sugar Creek, Lagrange and Whitewater to the sub-polar regions.— 
literally tearing up the miles and flinging them behind in long-hovering clouds 
of dust.—to men of the Civil war a reminder of the march of armies. In their 
wildest battle-inspired dreants neither Pig Foot nor Christopher Payne ever 
saw a endless procession of invineible “shoyers” taking each his imperial 
night of way across counties and states. But the prophet Nahum may have 
foreseen the age of gasoline and rubber-tired chariots. 

At the first two elections the original town of Geneva, as yet undivided, 
was twelve niles square. In 18g4 the four towns chose each its own local 
officers, its chairman bemg also a member of the county board of supervisors. 
Vhe return to comnissioner government—18&62-1870—reheved the chairmen 
of that pertod from dnty as board members. 
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Mr. Abell’s service as justice began in 1851 and continued nearly without 
interval until his death. February 8, 1867. 


CHAPTER XANY II. 
CITY OF LAKE GENEVA. 


Solomon Juneau, in May, 1836, had told Charles A. Noyes, just arrived 
from Chicago, of golden possibilities lving between the lake and Rock river, 
and especially of the mill section at Geneva lake. He said that Hodgson and 
Brink had left two of their men to make such improvements as were needful 
to secure their claim to the whole section, and that as soon as their surveying 
contract should be finished they were going there to improve the water power 
and to build a town. The prospects looked fair to Mr. Noyes and with hts 
cousin, Orrin Hatch Coe, he again left Chicago, reaching the disputed claim 
about May 21st, after much wandering in five counties. He found there 
three log houses, all occupied. One of these, just within the town of Linn, 
was Thomas Hovev’s: one, southeast of the outlet, was occupied by Hodgson 
and Brink's men; and one, across the outlet, by Christopher Payne. 

Ostrander and Henry explained that they had been to Milwaukee for 
provisions and had overstayed by three weeks fora “‘httle spree with the boys.” 
Returning, they had found that Payne and Mosher had been a fortnight in 
possession, within which time they had built their cabin, and that they were 
indisposed to heed an informal notice to quit. Payne some time afterward 
admitted that he had seen Brink’s claim marks, but thought them somebody's 
tomfoolery. Noyes and Coe bought a quarter interest in the whole claim 
for five hundred dollars, of Ostrander and Henry, who acted as agents and 
in their own belialf as co-claimants. Elodgson ratified the sale, though he 
could not for some weeks return to treat or fight with Payne. Noyes having 
advised compromise, to which Payne was not averse, he staked out a race 
asa lirst step in null building. In the following night. without consulting 
Noyes, Messrs. Ostrander and Henry tore ont Payne's framework for a dam 
across the outlet. The next day Coe went castward for money and Noves 
soon set out for a millwright at Milwaukee. They had previously cut and 
hauled logs for two houses, and Noyes enjoined his men not to overstep the 
north and south quarter line temporarily dividing the rival claimants. At 
his return from Milwaukee he found his caution had been disregarded and 
one house was finished. 
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Payne, too, had been away and had brought from Belvidere James Van 
Slyke and wife. He moved this family by night into the new house, as the 
Noyes party learned next morning from the smoking chimney. A _ half- 
dozen men rushed into the cabin before Payne could take his gun, marched 
him to his own house which they demolished, performed a ring dance around 
him, and -banished him with threats to drown him if he should come back. 
He and Wan Slyke went away, leaving Mrs. Van Slyke to their enemies, 
who made her as comfortable as they could. Two or three days later the 
first white native of Walworth county was born. Noves learned all this on 
his return with the nullwright. He says: “Ostrander and Henry were wild 
with glee in relating to me the heroic exploit of driving off the old man 
Payne. I deprecated it, and told them an arbitration of the settlers ought 
to be the first resort (there being no legal authority), and further, I told 
them they need not flatter themselves they were rid of Payne. If physical 
force was to decide the contest he would acquire it if possible, and that ere 
long. I dampened their glee and incurred their displeasure by denouncing 
their conduct.” 

‘A week later Payne came with two wagon-loads of warriors and drove 
toward the new house. Noves, with a hickory cane and a halt-dozen eom- 
rades, placed themselves on guard at the door. As an equal number of the 
enemy came 1p Noyes spoke and said: “Gentlemen, vou come with as much 
noise and gusto as though you had some important project in view.” 

“Yes,” says Schoonover, one of Payne's champion fighters, “we've come 
to drive out a d—d lot of land pirates, and reinstate Uncle Payne as the only 
rightful proprietor to this mill section. We have brought tools necessary to 
put up a mill and settle the country around the lake, aud if force is required 
ave ate read \: 

To this Noyes answered that he did not believe they would begin fight- 
ing without first knowing all the faets. These he set forth from his point 
of view, reminded them that there were other claimants about the bay whose 
rights must be protected according to settler’s rules, and said that if they 
should choose to remain ou Payne's disputed quarter-section he would not 
interfere until Hodgson should arrive. But they must not meddle with the 
rest of the section nor with individual claims. 

Schoonover asked who Noyes called himself, to show so mueh authority ; 
said that soft words would not win; that he believed they were land pirates and 
had no just elaims there: that the next dav his party would begin to build 
a mill and settle the country; that they would pay no attention whatever to 
the nghts pretended. Vayne, with others who had been in the rear. came 
forward, and the Noyes manuscript runs a little way thus: 
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“Schoonover says, “Uncle Payne, what will you put in the house? 

“1 told him that Van Slyke, if he thought himself worthy, could enter; 
but none other of their party. 

*‘Tust as I expected,’ says Schoonover, ‘we have got to fight and we 
may as well begin. Just forma circle, call in any two of your men at a time, 
and if I get tired before I whip you all, friend Gilbert will spell me.’ 

“This started Sam Brittain’s Saxon (for he was Enghsh). He steps 
forward and says: ‘D—n you! threaten of whipping us all? Will you try 
me first 7 

‘] jumped between with my shillelah and said: ‘Hold on boys! Better 
sleep one night over it before shedding blood, for that won't end it. Payne 
called Schoonover back, had a short chat with him, and began to unload and 
arrange for mght quarters on the greensward. Wan Slyke walked demurely 
into the cabin, and we left, to ponder on the morrow.” 

The next day the Payne party, having looked about, traced claim lines, 
and consulted, went after dinner to cut logs on the quarter west of the Payne 
claim, and began to haul them to the site of his house. By night they had 
them piled nine logs high and ready for the plates. Noyes then told them 
that they had been cutting logs on Eggleston's claim, that he had gone to 
Milwaukee for provisions, and that they could see evidence of his ownership. 
Schoonover and Gilbert, scarred bullies from the Kishwaukee. “told me to 
go to h—, to protect ourselves if we could, for they intended next day to put 
up five or six house bodies on the other stde of the outlet: and if we would 
help them they would treat, for they had a bit of rum.” 

Noves walked away quietly and Payne's men thought themselves mas- 
ters of the situation, .\fter their supper they entertained themselves by 
whooping, yelling, drumming on empty barrels, firing small arms, and they 
kept up these senseless noises all ight. In the morning Mr. Winchester, who 
had come with lus wife and child from Milwaukee, asked Noves if he had 
slept. “Not much, but Ive dreamed some good.” “Let us have it.” "Well, 
when they come over to put on their plates let us go down and cut up their 
building.” Said Winchester, “That's my hand. Mayn't I be captain?” Asa 
dozen of Payne's men crossed the outlet Captain \WWinchester marched toward 
then at the head of ten men with shouldered axes. 

“When within six feet of Payne, Winchester made a bound, slapped one 
hand on his right shoulder, and gave two or three shakes. and it was no 
maiden’s grip, [assure you, for said Winchester, although his weight did 
net excced one hundred fifty pounds, had more strength of musele, especially 
In hand and arm, than anyone tT ever knew. Payne turned his head to speak, 
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Winchester, with the other fist drawn, savs: ‘Not a word, or J go through 
you like a streak of lightning. You velled enough last night. At that, 
Payne attempted to put his right hand in his pocket, which Winchester pre- 
vented. Thus far none of Payne's party had moved from the plate. \Wuin- 
chester now says, ‘Boys, demolish that building. Tom Spriggs and self, 
who stood next to Winchester. sprang up with the rest: but no sooner up 
than Schoonover and Gilbert circled around toward us. We jumped down 
and met them with drawn axes. Says Schoonover: ‘What! use axes to 
fight?’ 1 told him | despised the idea of striking such scoundrels with my 
fist, and that axes were quite as humane as pistols and muskets with which 
they had tried to frighten us.” 

Payne here called Schoonover aside for further conference while Win- 
chester’s axemen chopped down the house. Schoonover came back smiling, 
admitted that the boys were pretty good soldiers, but he now believed more 
than ever that Payne was in the right. He satd he had advanced five hun- 
dred dollars on a contract to pay nine hundred dollars tor one-ninth interest 
in the claim, and Gilbert and others had contracted similariy. He further 
said: “I'll tell von what we are going to do. We find yon are too many 
for us, and we, or most of ts, are going to mount our horses and put out 
for help. {can raise forty men on the North Kishwaukee and Payne at least 
thirty on the South, and in a week we shall be back with seventy men, armed 
as the law directs, and then you can fight as you please.” 

omrmicudtswerca s.oves: "G0! youseadnt Scare up five more sich 
scoundrels as yourself in all Ilhnois; and as for advancing five hundred dol- 
lars, 1] don't believe you are worth five hundred cents.” 

Whereat Schoonover: “You are too many for a rough and tumble, but 
if I can have a tair fight, with no interfering, Ul) pledge myself to whip 
your crowd.” 

Brittain stepped forward, saying, “A fair fight is iv hand. Now pitch 
In. 

Schoonover pitched in, but was quickly pitched out with a pair of black- 
ened eyes and a bloody nose. Brittain stumbled and Schoonover fell upon 
him “with a thumb for each eve;” but, baffled here. he tried to bite off Brit- 
tain’s nose. Sprigg here interfered and asked if this was fair fighting. 
Schoonover ran for an axe and Sprigg met him with another one. Here 
this Homeric battle ended with a few more “winged words.” Payne long 
afterward told Noves that his men had at first intended to take their firearms 
with them, but changed that notion. Ile had forgotten to pocket his own 
derringer. Ile said he was glad there were no such weapons at band. else 
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there would have been corpses at Geneva that day. The Nishwaukeeans re- 
tired with threats to come again, and Noyes resumed work on his race and 
nill-framing. 

Three weeks after the battle a new party came ‘from Chicago by way 
of Marengo. While the late contention was in progress Mosher and Van 
Slyke had slipped away and, representing themselves as sole claimants at 
Lake Geneva, had tried to induce Lewis B. Goodsell, George L. Campbell 
and Andrew Ferguson to buy their rights, which they offered at a low rating. 
Goodsell had known Van Slyke at Cooperstown, and did not fully trust him; 
but he risked and lost four hundred dollars. Mosher then went out into 
the vastness of HIimois. and Walworth knew him no more. Payne heard of 
this sale and, as he was unable to renew war, he went to Chicago and thus 
Goodsell learned some useful truth. Hodgson, too, was sent for, and came 
from Waukesha. He first offered to sell to Noyes and Coe a half-interest 
11 the mill section, if Ostrander and Henry would sell their shares; but these 
Inen saw some larger advantage in holding them. Hodgson then offered to 
give his quarter-interest if his past expenses were paid. But Noyes had now 
some larger plans. The Goodsell party had found R. Wells Warren at St. 
Charles and had taken him into their partnership. and to these men Hodgson 
sold his own and Brink's rights—without the latter’s knowledge or approval. 
Payment of two thousand dollars left the Goodsell-Warren party in posses- 
sion and the settlement of Lake Geneva went peaceably forward unto this 
day. 

Mr. Noyes could write of himself and his affairs from his own knowl- 
edge, but may have been somewhat at fault as to the negotiations between 
Hlodgson and the newcomers. There are other accounts of this business and 
its attendant incidents, and it is probable that Mr. Simmons has written with 
substantial correctness. The history of a land title, however, is of less pres- 
ent interest than that of the rise of a city. 

Mr. Warren was a practical and competent business man, and his co- 
partners were not merely speculators. The race was finished and a sawmill 
began work in March, 1837. In 1&38 Charles M. Goodsell was given a lease 
of water power for four years, without charge, and he built a grist mill, 
which began to grind in October. Mer. Warren bought this mill and worked 
it until S48. when he built a larger one. There was another water power, 
with a fall of twelve feet, m section 25, within the present city limits, first 
Claimed, it is said, by P. QO. Sprague, but was soon in possession of Sidney 
sage, Who sold in 1842 to James and John Ilaskins. These men built a saw- 
nil] the next year. In 1875 the Crawford Reaper Company for a few years 
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found larger use for this power, and then it became again the property of 
John Haskins. 

In 1837 the seven owners of section 36, namely, RK. Wells Warren, 
Greenleaf S. Warren, Dr. Philip Maxwell, Col. James Maxwell, Lewis B. 
Goodsell, Andrew Ferguson and George L. Campbell, employed Thomas Mc- 
Kaig to survey and plat the village of Geneva. This work was finished and 
recorded in May, 1840. Two blocks were reserved for parks, one for a 
cemetery, and also ground for churches and school. The base line of this 
survey was that part of the Inghway from Kenosha to Beloit lying within the 
village limits, and was named Main street. Other early villagers named were 
Charles M. Baker, Henry Carter, Wilham Casporus, W. Densmore Chapin, 
George Clark, Arnestus D. Colton, Dudley Wesley Cook, Experience Esta- 
brook, Benjamin E. Gill, Joseph Griffin, Thomas W. Hill, Thomas Hovey, 
Thomas MehKaig, Dr. James MeNish, Russell H. Mallory, Charles .\. Noyes, 
Cyril L. Oatman, Amos Pond, Samuel Ross, Ransom A. Sheldon, Simeon 
W. Spatard, Horace Starkey, Dr. Oliver S. Tiffany, Cornelius P., Philander 
K. and William Fl. Van Velzer, .\sahel P. and Jonathan Ward, Thomas P, 
Warren, Lucian Wright. Several of these men owned land in other towns 
and some of them lived in these towns. 


TAVERN S AND HOTELS. 


R. Wells Warren's first log house was earth-floored and was heated by 
a fireplace at one end, which, for several months, had nu chimney but a hole 
in the roof. Being also a hotel, it was furnished with a long bench and four 
bedsteads. The latter were each of oak rails naturally supported at one end 
by thrusting between the logs of the cabin wall. and artificially at the other 
end by a single stake with cross-head. The bedding was of wild grass. In 
1837 Mr. Warren built a real hotel, at Main and Centre streets, near the old 
house, and January 8, 1838, entertained one hundred ninety guests, mostly 
dancers. from near and far, from whom he collected about seven hundred 
dollars—tor in that golden age there were no bad accounts. Abiel Manning 
and Albert .\. Thompson occupied this house, the Geneva Hotel, in 1843. 
Apollos W. Hastings bought it in 1844 and in 1848 rented it to Harrison 
Rich. Harvey FE. Allen bought and occupied the house in 1851, and sold it 
to Sabra Delaware in 1856. In 1859 Asa W. Farr bought it at a bankrupt 
sale and sold it to Lansing D. flale and others. In 1858 Nelson Pitkin came 
from Kenosha, took the house (probably as tenant), and named it Commer- 
cial Hotel. [fe was a little. bewigged. old-fashioned Connecticut innkeeper 
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who may have been in his day. then long past, a militia officer, and must have 
been a relative of several distinguished namesakes. Ile had seen better days, 
and he showed what landlord manners were in 1820. But to sit at his table 
was to know something of Barmecide feasts; for the times were very hard, 
he was poor and a stranger, and the other hotel had most of the public favor. 
Philo B. Baird was landlord in 1860, but it is not learned whether this was 
for one year or for five years. In 1866 John Christian was tenant. In 1869 
the house became a boarding house tor the Geneva Seminary for a term of 
two vears. In 1872 B. Kk. Cowles leased the house and named it St. Denis. 
The latest proprietor, as here remembered, was George W. Ransford, from 
about 1875. In 1895 the house was pulled down and its site 1s yet bare. 

Gireenleaf S. Warren built the Lake House at Main and Broad streets, 
in 1837, and was its landlord. Flis brother, Thomas D. Warren, and his 
brother-in-law, Arnestus D. Colton, each about 1845, sueceeded, and in 1846 
Mr. Colton rented it for two vears to Harrison Rich, but returned as land- 
lord and remained until about 1862, when he sold it to Peter Van Slyck. 
Samuel Et. Stafford bought and oecupied it in 1864 with John S$. Griffin, his 
brother-in-law, as partner in business. The louse had been extended from 
time to time, and Mr. Stafford made further improvements. Other landlords 
were Edwin Woodman, W. G. Barrett. George W. Ransford, Orlando Leon- 
ard Blakesley and lus brother William, and Aaron L. Vanderpool. About 
1892 the house was further altered and improved and was new-named Stat- 
ford House. .\t some time since it became the Hotel Florence. Its old oak 
frame has been time-tested, but its end may be near, for there 1s much talk of 
building in the present century's style. 

David T. Whiting built a wholly new hotel by the lakeside, at the foot 
of Broad street, in 1873, and named it for himself. It was planned to 
Meet the wants of summer visitors to the already famous lake. ft was four 
stories high, bint of wood in the somewhat ornate stvle of that period. — It 
had competent managers, and its business for several years justified the cost 
of its building and furnishing—forty thousand dollars or more, it is said. 
Tt was bumed to the ground in fily, 1894, and the lots on which it stood 
passed to new Ownership. 

The Unton llouse, opened in 1870 by Benjamin Fish, in Broad street, 
near the railway. and kept by John Nolin in t&8&r, 1s mentioned by Mr. Cutler, 
but not by Mir. Simons. .\ store was moved from Main street and joined 
to tis house, whieh tm 18g2 became the Garrison House, and about 1894 the 
Hotel Demon. Ontwardly it is a homely gambrel-roofed house, but its 
management within makes all needinl amends. This house. like the Hotel 
florenec, 18 likely to he rebuilt tn not many years more. 
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Eakin BUSINESS@MEN. 


Charles M. Goodsell built a grist mill in 1838 and worked it for nearly 
four years, on iberal terms given by the proprietors of the village as to use 
of the water power, and custom came to him from afar—even from the Lake 
Michigan shore and Rock river valley. But he steadfastly refused to grind tor 





distillers’ use .\bout 1842 R. Wells Warren bought the mill and worked it till 
1848, when he built a new and improved one. In 1854-5 he sold this property to 
the brothers, Joseph W., Llenry and Rees Case, after whom came James Will- 
iams, AMlr. Cogswell and Shepard O. Raymond successively as part owners. 
In 1859 Harvey E. Allen built the “Red Mill,” which in 1866 was sold to 
the Geneva Manufacturing Company, and for two vears became a woolen 
mill. It was later refitted for grinding oatmeal. There is still a busy feed 
mill near one of these old sites, built substantially of brick, by or for Judson 
G. Sherman. 

Mr. Simmons, in his “.\nnals,”” mentioned other manufacturing enter- 
prises—among them the Crawtord reaper works in 1875. Most of these 
began with reasonable hope of success and some of them flourished tor a few 
vears, bringing to the village increase of population and general trade, and 
sone of that good remains. But the conditions which now for long have 





brought the smaller factories throughout the country quite generally to 
naught have been felt here. Jf water power is of yet further use to man as, 
no doubt, it is, that at lake Geneva will not torever flow uselessly, or but 
for minor uses, on its tortuous way to the gulf. 

Among the earlier business and professional men and mechanics were: 

Wilham Alexander (1801-1885), the first and for long the only cooper, 
came in 1839. He died at the village. 

The Allen brothers, }larvey [f., Seymour and William H., wagon- 
makers and blacksmiths, came in 1845. Jdarvey [&. died in 1864. Their 
relationship to other Allens is not learned. 

Joel Barber, son of Solon and Tlannah, born 1828 in St. Lawrenee 
county, New York, married Julia 1. and Carrie M. Marsh, cousins: came in 
i848: carpenter, stavemaker, nullwright and millowner: twiee president of 
the village. 

John Beamsleyv (1803-1897). shoemaker and dealer. came m 1843. Tle 
married Marv Jane, daughter of Philander kK. Van Velzer, July 4, 1858. 

John Brink (1810-1904), surveyor and earliest claimant of the water- 
power section, died at Crvstal Lake, Mlinois. 

John M., Newton, Scth AM. and Wilham Fil. Capron’s names are found 
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in earliest real estate records. One or more of them were of the firm of 
Capron, Wheeler & Whipple, coming as general dealers in 1839, and soon 
afterward building a distillery, which was but one year in operation. 

William Casporus, a carpenter, came in 1837 and was killed the next 
year by falling with a broken scaffold while building his house at Mam and 
Madison streets. 

Henry LB. Conant (1825-1903) came in 1846 as a building contractor, 
and partner with Cyrus \W. Maynard, his brother-in-law, who came a year 
earlier. In judgment and skill they were among the foremost in the county. 

Dudley W. Cook, wagonmaker, caine from Cooperstown about 1837, in 
which year his son, the first white boy, was born and died in the village. He 
went to California in 1849 and died there. 

Jotham \W. Curtis, blacksmith, burned Mr. Payne's house at Duck Lake, 
about 1839, destroying a just then valuable set of carpenter's tools, axes, ete. 
Mr. Payne and his men caught him, forced him into confession and banished 
him. 

Lewis Curtis (1813-1904) was born in Chenango county; came in 1840 
and bought John Dunlap’s store. In the same vear he married Mary Eliza- 
beth (1822-1868), daughter of Hiram Humphrey and Mary (Blodgett) 
Foster. He was the earliest drug dealer at the village, and continned in 
general trade for many years, ten of which he was postmaster, 

James J. Dewey (1814-1898), a native of St. Lawrence county, opened 
a hat store in 1845, and soon hecame Nr. Ferguson's partner. He was post- 
master im the Vaylor-lillmore administrations. His first wife was Eliza 
Ann Bates (1815-1838), of Cooperstown: his second wife was Selina A. 
Merriam (1827-1870). 

Anthony Dobbs, shoemaker, came in 1844. .\bout ten years later he 
wis village president. 

John Dunlap (died 1879) was son of Robert (born 1757). a soldier of 
the Revolution, and grandson of John (1718-1813), a native of county 
Tyrone, Ireland, and mmnugrant. “The younger Jol was a half-brother of 
Asenath, wife of Thomas Melxaig. In 1&3 9 he began in business at the vil- 

lage, but sold to Lewis Curtis. 

Cornwell I¢smond came about 1837 and built his blacksmith shop at 
Broad and Geneva streets, now the site of the Episcopal church. 

Benjamin Ie. Gill (i&81q-t888), mason and plasterer, came in 1837. Ee 
was an early village president. Tle went to California in 1850, and lived to 
reruns. 


Joseph Griffin came from Cooperstown in 1842, and was the first judge 
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of probate. As he had Charles M. Baker always witlun call he served very 
creditably, and iade a comfortable living from office fees, and from. the 
produce of his tarm in section 30 of Lyons. 

Lansing Duane Hale (1818-1883), son of Samuel Hale and Sarah Abell, 
came from Owego in 1843 and was in retail trade for twenty-two years. 
His first wife was Rebeeea Ellis (1823-1846); second wife, Jane Elizabeth 
(1830-1902), daughter of Sweet \Hen and Jemima Spicer. His brother, Otis 
IK. Hale (1825- 1go02), began in trade in 1853. His wife was Ann L., daughter 
of John Beeden and Serena Garrison. 

- Thomas J. Hanna (1809-1900) came in 1845 as a cabinetmaker, and 
prospered at his business. Mrs. Hanna was a pioneer in the nullinery trade. 

John Haskins (1811-1887) with his brother James came in 1842, and 
built a sawmill at the lower water power. In 1855-1863 they were in the 
hardware trade. Thereaiter they were active in all the greater local enter- 
prises. Johns wife was Ohvia (Vose), widow of John Seymour. She was 
born 1829, died 1876, 

Dr. Stephen Ingham (1778-1875) was born at Richmond, Massachu- 
setts, and in 1803 married Huldah Ambler (born 1787). He eame to Geneva 
in 1841. He owned a farm in section 12, Linn. 

Dr. Alexander Lawson (1815-1871) was born in Vertlishire. Scotland; 
was graduated at the University of Glasgow: came to Philadelphia in 1837; 
to Geneva in 1849, where he praeticed as a botanie physician. 

Daniel Locke (1820-1897), son of James and Lydia, was born in 
Cheshire county, New Hampshire; married, first, Clarissa Wright, of Otsego 
eounty; came to Geneva as a gunsnuth in 1843; married hizabeth Booth, 
at Springfield, in 1867. | 

Russell I]. Mallary (or Mallory?), born in 1803 at Middletown, Ver- 
mont, eame from Beardstown, Jllinots, in 1838; beeaine sheriff in 1841; went 
into business at East Troy with Mr. Oatman in 1843: returned to Geneva and 
died in Mareh, 1852. In 1838 Mallary & Oatman brought from Illinois the 
first drove of hogs, of a breed, the continuance of which the agricultural 
society has never encouraged by offer of premium. These brutes, shifting 
for themselves under the oak trees. never became even streakily fat, and 
when wanted were hunted and shot like other wild game. Calista KE. (1809- 
1878). daughter of Eli Oatman and Mary Symonds, was Mr. Mallory’s wife. 

Philip D. Marshall came from Milwaukee in 1843 and brought with him 
the “Ariel,” the first of the Geneva lake fleet. It had masts, spars and sails, 
but its surest motive power was a pole. It carried twenty or more passengers, 
and, having previously crossed Lake Miehigan. the trip to Fontana and 
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Williams Bay did not overtask it. Captain Marshall built and rented a store, 
but for himself preferred a shanty, where he sold apples and cider. He was 
also a shaver of shingles. 

Dr. Ansel D. Merritt came in 1844, but moved about 1852 to Wood- 
stock. He died in 1878. 

Gurdon Montague (1819-1890), born at Wethersfeld, Connecticut, 
came from Trenton, New York, by way of Milwaukee, in 1845. He was 
known throughout the county as a competent milhwright. His wife was 
AI? Siena, Post (te 2s-1306). . 

Bradford JT. Paine (1819-1903), shoemaker, came in 1843. Of his 
workinen George S. Nethercut and Bruce Frederick are remembered. His 
wife was Ellen C. Loveland (1819-1903). 

Logan MeCoy Ross, blaecksniuth, in 1843 made lus shop in Payne's cabin, 
across the race (southeastward ). 

Richard D. Short in 1848 began the first regular business as proprietor 
of a livery stable. 

Timothy C. Smith and N. S. Donaldson caine in 1844 as dealers in dry 
goods and groceries. 

Simeon W. Spafard (1812-1880). son of Abrahain Spatard (Nathan 5, 
Thomas 4, Thomas 3, Samuel 2, John 1) and Sarah Williams, came about 
1838 and in 1842 opened a tinshop and stove store. He married Charlotte L. 
Sharpe in 1845, and his sisters, Elizabeth W. and Alma O., were wives of 
Erasmus D. Richardson. Mr. Simmons also mentions him as a brother-in- 
law of William W. May. In 1854 he was assemnblyman. He died at Omaha. 

Sammel TH. Stafford (1811-1889), a native of Saratoga, son of Henry 
and Polly (Gay), came from Nenosha in 1848 and with Mr. Dewey engaged 
in general trade. In 1864 he went into other bnsiness. 

Horace Starkey, carpenter and millwright, came in 1839. THe bought 
a farm in Walworth in 1867 and dicd there about ten vears later. 

Philander NK. Van Velzer (1811-1862), son of William Henry, an early 
settler of Lyons. came in 1837 to the village and for some time made bricks 
on |his lot near the railway and between Dodge and Wisconsin streets. His 
wife was Prudence (1812-1870), daughter of Ilendrick Matteson. His 
brother, Cornelius 1. (1813-1903), also came early. He died at Delavan. 

Asahel 1. Ward, carpenter, was an early-comer. Tle built the house 
since owned by Riehard D. Short. 

Andrew Jackson Weatherwax (1817-1896) was born in Orleans county. 
New York; came to Darien m 1845; to Geneva in 1849 as the first resident 
tatlor, ofr aS61 he and tis son, Monroe J. \Weatherwax, enlisted in the 
ltourth Infantry-Cavairy. Flis wife was Irene Preston (1820-1900). 
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Lucian Wright came in 1836; owned land north of Duck Lake, where 
he biilt a kiln and made lime of the best quality. He moved away a few 
years later. 

Other men, who had some larger part im building this community, or 
of whom more ts known, have been or will be mentioned elsewhere. 

Charles M. Goodsell came in 1838 to build and operate a grist mill. but not 
for that only. [He at once began to revive the temporarily suspended religious 
interest of the little community, organizing a Sunday school and, co-operating 
with other good men and women, preparing the way for formation of reli- 
gious societies. 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES, 


Rev. Phipps \W. Lake, an early settler of Walworth, organized the Bap- 
tist society in 1840 at the home of Charles M. Baker, a Presbyterian, but 
not too much narrowed bv his creed. Between 1844 and 1847 a church 
was built at a cost of fifteen hundred dollars, and was rebuilt in 1868 at fur- 
ther cost of seventeen liundred dollars. Vhough for some vears fairly pros- 
perous, the society was relatively poorer than at Delavan, Elkhorn and East 
Troy. At a business meeting April 5, 1907, it was suggested that it was 
better to build a new church than to repair the old one, and the pastor was 
asked to call another meeting. Ten days later it was determined. without 
dissent, to build, and a committee was directed to canvass for subscriptions. 
In two weeks two thousand three hundred dollars had been pledged; but this, 
with a legacy of nearly one thousand dollars from Mrs. H. H. Hawks, was 
not enough. Appeal to the state convention at last brought five thousand 
dollars from the Judson -\. Roundy bequest. The society was encouraged 
to new effort and in 1910 a fine new church was built in modern style at a cost 
of fifteen thousand dollars, and dedicated January 13, 1911. In its corner- 
stone were deposited, among other things, a carefully prepared Instorical ac- 
count of the society and a list of its pastors. Both of these papers were the 
work of Mrs. -inelia (Beardsley) Arnold who, as a child, had known Mr. 
Lake well and in her later life most or all of his successors. 

Phipps Waldo Lake came in 1840, and for a short time m 1845; Peter 
Conrad, 1844: Joel W. Fish, December, 1845, and in 1885; Caleb Blood, 
1852; P. H. Parks, 1855; Noah Barrell, 1857, and in 1863: Samuel Jones, 
1858; Thomas Bright, 1859; Elijah AM. Nye, 1865; Rodney Gilbert, 1867; 
Enoch P. Dye, 1869; Jolin D. Pulis, 1872; James Buchanan, 1874; J. E. 
Roberts, 1876; James Ediminster, 1877: Joshua E. .\mbrose, 1880; Levi D. 
Temple, 1882; Wilham McKee, 1884; Charles E. Eade. 1886; John H. Hig- 
Detes ce wobem Clavslooy. Jaiicssiee  livie, 1890; Peter Clark \\rielht, 
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1897 and 1go1; Jolin A. Monk, 1g00; Emory L. Cole, 1902; James year 
son, 1904; Roy H. barrett, 1905; George Gladstone Laughlin, 1908. Elder 
Barrell, born in 1794, died in 1875; his wife was Ann E. Pierce (1804-1865). 
36th were buried at Lake Geneva. FElder Lake | I78y-1866) and wite, Re- 
becca Beardsley (1792-1884), were buried at Walworth. 

As early as 1842 Rev. Thomas Morrissey came from Milwaukee period- 
ically to minister to Catholic families about Lake Geneva. Vicar-general 
Kundig organized the parish of St. Francis de Sales in 1847, and its members 
have since built two or three churches. The last is a well-built and well-fur- 
nished building, near the east end of Main street, a well-chosen site. It was 
built within the period of Father Reilly's pastorate. at a cost of eighteen 
thousand dollars. Its fine organ was the gift of Patrick J. Healy, of Chicago. 
\ suitable rectory, a convenient hall for social and other entertainments and 
a cemetery are included in the now valuable church property. 

The first resident priest was Patrick McKernan, 1847, after whom were 
P. J. ander. 1849; Franz Fusseder, 1850: T. PaPallon, 18545 11> Po Kem: 
ney, George Fl. Brennan, 1856: James Stehle, 1857 and 1862; Henry J. 
Roche, 1861: Edward O'Connor, 1863; I. O'Farrell, 1867 (died): -\. L. 
David, 1867; James F. Kinsella, 1867; Benedict J. Sineddinck, 1868; Eugene 
M. McGinnity, 1872: John J. Kinsella, 1873; Nicholas AM. “Ainnithier, 15743 
Michael Wenker, about 1883; Eugene Reilly, 1884; Bernard Joseph Burke, 
1908. Parish records and other sources of information show some disagree- 
ments and uncertainties as to initials, order of succession and dates; but the 
foregoing list is nearly full and correct. Rev. Martin Kundig, whose early 
labors in this as in many another county are memorable, was born im the 
Swiss canton of Sehwytz, November 19, 1805: came to Cincimmaty mm 1828. 
where he was ordained: in 1833 to Detroit, whence he came, in 1842, to Mil- 
waukee, and in 1844 became, under Rt. Rev. John Martin Henn, vicar-gen- 
eral of the diocese. He died March 6, 1879. | 

\ society of Presbyterians and Congregationalists was formed in 1839 
and built its church. the first Presbyterian, of oak Iumber im i841 at a cost 
of five hundred dollars. .\ new church, on the same lot, was begun in 1851 
and finished in two years, at a cost of two thousand five hundred dollars. 

Jeginning with thirteen members, the society's increase was inostly Congre- 
gationalist, and in 1883 formally changed its name to | trst Congregational 
church. The society laid the cornerstone of its third church July 24, 1897, 
and dedicated the finished building January 19, 1808. This church property 
is vilued at twenty-five thousand dollars. Pastors: Lemuel Hall, 1839: 
Leonard Rogers, 1841; C. Wk. French, 1843; Flomer tl. Benson, 1844: igee 
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ward Goddard Miner, 1855 and 1867; Charles Morgan, 1857; William S. 
Mather, 1860; Peter S. Van Nest, 1861; Richard Brockway Bull, 1875; 
George Cady, 1893; William Jay Cady, 1893; Cyrus A. Osborne, 1897; John 
W.. Wilson, 1902 to 1912. Mr. Bull was born in 1820, died 1888; Mr. Hall, 
1795-1868; Mr. Van Nest, 1813-1893. 

Rt. Rev. Jackson Kemper caine as early as 1844 to administer com- 
munion to a few persons, and from time to time sent mission workers to this 
field. In 1850 the Episcopal parish of the Holy Communion was organized, 
and in 1857 the society bought the disused Presbyterian church and occupied 
it until it could build a chapel on its own ground at Geneva and Broad 
streets. In 1880 the cornerstone of a permanent building was laid and in 
1883 the new church was consecrated. Its material is glacier-borne boulders 
of various granites, hewn to architectural fitness, and its cost, with organ and 
other furnishings, was more than twenty thousand dollars. Its resident rec- 
tors have been John McNamara, 1850 and 1856; William S. Ludlum, 1852; 
Geta eters, 15570) ham ti otudle,, 1354; Jolin HH: Gasman, 1850: 
William Dafter, 1861: George N. James, 1864: John Henry Babcock, 1866; 
William C. Armstrong, 1867; Robert B. Wolseley, 1874; Richard Thomas 
Kerfoot, 1876; William Wirt Raymond, 1887; Isaac Newton Marks, 1892; 
Herbert Chessall Boissier, 1907. 

Rev. Carl F. Goldammer organized an Evangelical Lutheran society in 
1879 and dedicated its church May 4, 1884. His successors have been: 
August F. Graebner, 1885; Heinrich Gieschen, 1887; Ernst IF. Schubert, 

sernhardt .\lbert Oehlert. 1899: Herman A. Fleischer, 1go4. A new church 

was built in 1891-2 and the old one then became a parish schoolhouse. These 
buildings, with a parsonage, and lots, in \Valworth street near Crawitord street, 
are valued at six thousand dollars. The society now includes about seventy 
farnilies. 

Mr. Schubert with twelve famihes separated from this society in 1899 
and built a new church and parsonage at Park Row and Warren street. This 
church has basement story fitted for its use as a parish schoolhouse. The 
property is valued at five thousand dollars. Mr. Schubert's further stay was 
short, and he was followed in the same year by E. A. Kurtz, in 1902, by 
Peter Christian Boysen. in 1906 by Ernst Junghans In rgog Mr. Boysen 
returned and also ministers to the church at Genoa Junction. 

A class of six or seven persons met in 1837 to form a Methodist Epis- 
copal society. A church with parsonage was built in 1855-6 on lots at Madi- 
son and Wisconsin streets, facing the park, at a cost of two thousand dollars. 
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These lots had been set apart for this purpose by the proprietors of the vil- 
lage. In the meantime service was held in a primitive school house. The 
society began to build again in 1877, at Cook and Geneva streets, also facing 
the park. It was finished and dedicated in 1884, and with parsonage its cost 
was about thirteen thousand dollars. The names of pastors, as nearly as can 
now be shown, were Samuel Pillsbury, 1838: Jesse Halstead. 1839; James 
Melkean, 1839; David Worthington, 1841:-Jewett and Decker. in 1842; 
Jonathan M. Snow, 1843; John Crummer, 1845: Joseph C. Parks, 1846; 
Joseph M. Walker, 1847: Robert Blackburn, 1848: R. Dudgeon, 1850; Au- 
rora Callender, 1851. O. F. Comfort. 1852; z\aron (iriswold) 1537 slosepn 
Anderson, 1855; Hiram H. Hersey. 1857; David Pall, 1858; L. Salisbury. 
1859; David W. Couch, 1861; William Averill, 1862; Stephen Smith, 1863; 
Rossiter C. Parsons, 1865: Norvall J. -\plin, 1867; tlenry Colinan, 1849 
and 1885: Samuel E. Willing, 1873: John D. Cole, 1874; John L. Hewitt 
1875: Albert A. Hoskins. 1876: Thomas Clithero, 1878; Charles E. Gold- 
thorp, 1880; Matthew Evans, 1882; Thomas VW. North, 1888: John Jay Gar- 
vin, 1893; William W. Stevens, 1898; Rodman W. Bosworth, 1899; Thonias 
DeWitt Peake. r900: Sherman P. Young and Webster Millar, 1902: Charles 
Marcus Starkweather, 1904; Frank Cuthbert Richardson. 1909. 


SCHOOLS. 


Mrs. Rebecca A. Vail taught a private school in 1837 at a room over 
Mr. Ferguson's store. About the next year a public schoo] house was built, 
and Mary S. Brewster for the summer term and Dr. John Stacy for the 
winter term were first teachers. In 1849 a larger house was ready, and its 
two departinent teachers were Horatio B, Coe and Charles B. Smith A 
wing was added in 1854. A new house was built in 1867 at a cost of eighteen 
thousand dollars, including its furnishings. This was in Wisconsin street, 
looking southward upon the park, as designed at the village platting. It was 
burned December 25, 1903, and in the next year rebuilt of pressed red brick 
and in plain good taste. Mr. Simmons did not note the beginning of the 
high school, but it nav have been about 1865, practically, if not formally. 
In 1895 it was placed temporarily in the seminary building, which the city 
had bought. After the fire of 1903 a separate building was placed beside that 
for the grades, of like materials and in like plainly imposing style of archi- 
tecture. Sixteen teachers are employed in these schools, the head of which 
is called city superintendent. The jurisdiction of this officer, independent of 
the county superintendency, includes two other schools. 
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As a school district Lake Geneva reaches into the westward sections be- 
tween the lakes. That part beyond the corporate limits has for long been 
known as the “woods district,’ though there is now nothing sylvan in the 
surroundings or in school management. A brick house was built in 1886, 
replacing an old one, on the road to Delavan, in the edge of section 33. Its 
Pre cll tedcicrwme wal ierre Meiviatewas as 4 clild an early resident Gt the 
city or its vicinity, and has been well tried in this and other public service. 
A new house was built in the third ward in 1888, and is under the city 
superintendency. 

In 1858 O. Sherman Cook opened a select schoo]. Early in 1859 Se- 
linda J. Gardner was at its head. She was a daughter of Elijah R. Gardner 
and Rebecca Powers, and in 1885, as widow of Dr. H. Hitchcock, of Chicago, 
she was married to Rev. Frankhn W. Fisk. In autumn Anna Wealthy Moody 
came and continued this school] until] March, 1863. Her quality and success 
as a teacher suggested another enterprise, and in 1864 a stock company built 
the Lake Geneva Seminary, east of the outlet, at a cost of seven thousand 
dollars. This property was sold in 1869 to Mrs. Julia A. \Warner, under 
whose management the school, which was chartered in 1871, continued for 
several years. For boarding non-resident pupils the old Geneva Hotel was 
rented for two years, and in 1873 a boarding house, of brick, was built near 
the school. The exact year, later than 1885, in which the seminary was 
closed is not shown; but the property was used occasionally thereafter for 
select schools. In 1895 it was sold to the city. After its use as a high school 
it was condemned as unsafe or unsanitary, and all these buildings were pulled 
away. Of the ainple ground an attractive lakeside park has been made. 

Among Mrs. Warner's assistants are remembered Miss Mary, daughter 
of George Allen, of Linn, and Miss Kate Headley, daughter of Rev. Alvah 
Lilly, of Whitewater. One of Mr. Cook's enterprises was a normal music 
school, in 1879, which for a few years called pupils from other towns and 
states. 

The principals of the public school, as far as learned, were: Elias (?) 
Dewey, 1855; Dr. Andrew J. Rodman, 1856; O. Sherman Cook, 1858: Rich- 
reer es@anouiciael, 1650, MM. \eeexien, 1861: Iloratio Bb. Cothareme. 
Orville T. Bright, 1863; Osmore R. Smith, 1864; Warren D. Parker, 1867; 
W. H. Wynn, 1869; John E. Burton, 1870; J. R. (or D.) Cole, 1873; An- 
drew J. Wood, 1874; Walter Allen, 1877; Edward O. Fiske, 1881; E. S. 
Ray, 1883; Joseph H. Gould, 1884-91; A. F. Bartlett, 1892: John Foster, 
1899: Harry W. Snow. 1902: Edmund Decatur Denison, 1907: 
Jay Mitchell Beck, 1911. With city government principals became superin- 
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tendents. Mr. Carmichael enlisted early in 1861 in Company F, Fourth In- 
fantry, and died at DeSoto Point, Louisiana, opposite Vicksburg, July 8, 
1862. 

NEWSPAPERS. 


In July, 1848, David M. Keeler published the first number of the Wts- 
consin Standard, and discontinued it one year later. 

Edgar J. Farnum began the Geneva Express in 1854, or earlier; for in 
June of that year he with his brother, Alonzo L., began the /ndependent, at 
Elkhorn. Lemuel Franklin Leland (better known as Frank Leland) and 
George S. Utter continued the E-vpress until the spring of 1857, when they, too 
passed over to Elkhorn with their little printing equipment. In 1858 Henry 
L.Devereaux came to publish the Genetan for eighteen months. In 1860 
George S. Utter came back and for a year published the Geneva Lake Mirror, 
having John T. Wentworth as its editor. About 1871 Mr. Leland divided 
his weekly edition, heading it, for his subscribers at and near the lake, Geneva 
Independent. To give better color to this device be engaged John E. Burton 
as editor of a column or sa local to Geneva, which displaced a like space 
of Elkhorn gossip. This, of course. was to prevent or delay the appearance 
of another real Geneva newspaper; and, of course, it hastened that which 
he tried thus to prevent. In April, 1872, A[r. Utter came back once more 
to publish the Lake Geneva Herald. My. Burton, then principal of the public 
school, kev. John D. Pulis, of the Baptist church, Rev. Edward G. Miner, of 
the Congregational church, were named as editors—but Mr. Burton's asso- 
ciates were much like the “side judges” of the county courts of common pleas 
m New York from 1823 to (847. These courts supplied many men at 
home and in the west with an honorable title, but the opinions of their Honors 
had little influence on the first judges, each of whom was in effect his whole 
court. Mr. Burton planned and moved and only he, in that panic period, 
could have made the Herald at once and permanently successful at Lake 
Geneva, It was as large as any paper in the county, all home-printed and 
well printed, and on each page im every week the village, with its current 
affairs and its near and distant prospects, were “writ large.’ The office was 
liberally equipped for all the business that was likely to be bronght to a vil- 
lage printer. Mr, Burton learned his new calling quickly, and in April, 1873, 
became sole owner and editor. Three years later he sold forty-nine one- 
hundredths of the establishment to Albert D. Waterbury, and in 1877 James 
Edmund Heg and Mr. Waterbury became equal and only owners. Mr. Heg, 
a sou of Col. Hans C. Heg, who was killed at Chickamauga, was then recent- 
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ly graduated from Beloit College, and he turned easily to editorship. Mr. 
Waterbury retired in 1878 and John E. Nethercut became in 1888 Mr. Heg’s 
partner, and since 1895 has been the Herald's owner, editor, and printer. This 
paper was always Republican and since 1904 has been “‘stalwart.” 

Charles H. Burdick and George E. Earley began in 1879 a daily paper, 
having its presswork done at Elgin. Within a few weeks Mr. Burdick, as 
remaining owner, sold whatever there was to buy to Joseph S. Badger, who 
equipped the Lake Geneva News as a weekly paper. His brother, Charles E. 
Badger, seems to have been associated with him until 1883. These young 
men, who were good printers, were sons of Prof. Joseph A. Badger, for some 
time principal of Walworth Academy. About 1883 Asa Kk. Owen replaced 
the younger Badger, and in 1885 was left to his own pleasant editorial de- 
vices. N. W. Smails in 1895, Walter A. McAfferty in 1899, and the Lake 
Geneva Publishing Company since 1905 were the later owners. .One of the 
later editors was Frederick Kull, of an old county family. At present Frank 
-M. Higgins is manager and editor. This paper has always been Republican— 
formerly in an independent way and latterly in the way of the progressive 
element of the party. 


YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 


A Young Men's Committee, formed in November, 1881, became in 
June, 1883, a Young Men’s Christian Association, which was incorporated in 
1888. In October, 1890, Mrs. George Sturges gave to this body, for two 
years, the use of her cottage and ground at the oblique mecting of Main and 
Lake streets. In 1893 and 1894 the association acquired lots and buildings in 
Main street, and afterward established itself in a brick building of its own at 
Main and Cook streets, the upper story of which is a large auditorium. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 


Mr. Simmons noted that a public reading room was opened in Walker's 
block, Main street, December 31, 1877. Its books were supplied chiefly from 
private libraries. In 188g this first public library was transferred to the care 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association. These five hundred volumes were 
materially increased by liberal gifts of summer residents. In the summer of 
1894 Mrs. Mary Delafield Sturges gave her house and ground, previously 
tenanted by the association, to the city for its use as a library and park. This 
was conditional, but it was only required that the city should buy the rest of 
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the little block and should vacate so much of Lake street as lay between the 
block and the water's edge. This gift was most willingly accepted and the 
conditions were fulfilled at once. The inner arrangement of the house was 
so changed as to make it convenient for its purpose, until it may be found 
practicable to replace it with a fire-proof building of suitable design. The 
public library was opened in the same year with 2,300 volumes in hand, and 
it now has nearly 5,000 volumes. The circulation of books in the first year 
was about 20,000 volumes, and has not since varied widely. Miss Gertrude 
J. Noyes, now and for some years past librarian, is a granddaughter of the 
young Ulysses of the Brink-Payne war. Both she and her assistant, Miss 
Engenia C. Gillette, are daughters of soldiers of the Civil war. 


BANKS. 


Erasmus D. Richardson began his private banking business in 1848, and 
until his death, in 1892, his bank was regarded as one of the soundest in the 
state. It had weathered the storm-and-stress periods of 1857 and 1873, and 
his ability and character were not doubted; but, at settlement of his affairs 
the concern was found partially insolvent. The First National Bank of Lake 
Geneva opened, with capital of fifty thousand dollars, under the presidency 
of Frank Leland with John A. Kennedy as cashier. It is now in business 
with Levi A. Nichols as president and Josiah Barfield as cashier. The Farm- 
ers National Bank was organized in 1900 with Dwight S, Allen as president 
and E. D. Richardson (who is not a relative of the pioneer banker) as cashier. 
Its present officers are Albert S. Robinson, president; F. E. Wormood, cash- 
ier. Its capital is fifty thousand dollars. These banks are quartered in new 
and in every way suitable buildings, and so furnished as to suggest at once 
security, convenience and business-like elegance. 


WATERWORKS AND ELECTRIC LIGHTS. 


James E. Heg, Dr. James C. Reynolds and W. H. Wheeler proposed in 
January, 1890, to build and operate a city system of waterworks and electric 
lights. The council gave them a franchise for fifteen years, agreeing to pay 
yearly two thousand five hundred dollars for the use of water and seventy- 
five dollars yearly for each street light. Needful buildings, engine, well of 
one thousand two hundred feet depth, and tower were at once provided and 
before the end of the year five miles of pipe had been laid, and later exten- 
sions have met the growing demand. Jn 18 y4 the company procured a lease 
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of the water power. In March, 1896, Herbert E. Haskins supplied the stores 
and homes with incandescent lights. .\ new company was formed m 1897, 
taking the place of the old one. It is styled the Equitable Electric Light 
Company. Its buildings with machinery are on the site of the Warren grist 
mill. At present the officers are Charles 5S. French, president; James G. 
Allen, secretary and treasurer: John S. Allen, manager. These, with Mary 
C. Allen, are directors. 


FISHING AND NAVIGATION. 


The area, depth and clearness of the Genevan water invited navigators 
and fishers. Bass, catfish, ciscoes, perch, pickerel, suckers and other kinds 
native to the lake, abounded. Since 1874 millions of young try—bass, salmon, 
trout and other game fish—have been added from the state’s hatcheries. This 
culture has also engaged the attention and interest of public-spirited Chicago 
owners of lakeside estate. In 1858 E. F. Brewster brought from Fox river 
the steamer “‘Atlanta.’ of twenty tons. It was sixty-five feet long, twelve 
feet abeam, and could carry one hundred and fifty persons. ldward 
Quigley launched the “Lady of the Lake,’ a larger boat, i 1873. A yet 
larger steamer, the “Lucius Newberry, home-built, was launched in 1875 and 
was burned in 1891 as the “City of Lake Geneva.” In 1883 three steamers 
were sold and two new ones launched. There were then nineteen steamers 
afloat. In ‘1890 six new ones were added, three of which were home-built. 
In 1910 the assessed vaiue of the lake fleet was nearly forty thousand dollars, 
and its true value was placed at seventy-five thousand dollars. 


CEMETERIES. 


The old burying ground was placed well westward from the village plat, 
but in time was overtaken and enclosed by the growth of the city. It hes 
between Maxwell and Warren streets, with Dodge street southward, and falls 
a few rods short of Park Row. It 1s kept in order, as is most becoming; for 
on its shafts and headstones may be read names often mentioned in these 
pages, inseparable from local history. It was in its day creditable to the taste 
and feeling of Genevans. It had become evident in 1880 that more rooin was 
needed. .\ new place was chosen, in its area forty acres, on a high knoll north 
of the city. Tt is supplied with water from a deep well on the ground and 
from the city waterworks. Lake Geneva cemetery overlooks the city, part 
of the lake, and miles of surrounding country. In planning it and in caring 
tor it nothing that should have been done has been left undone. 
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THE LAKE SHORE. 


Since the city itself stretches along the greater part of that shore line 
which is of the town of Geneva most of the owners of lake front property, 
on each side, are of the town of Linn and those at the upper end of the lake 
are of Walworth. The city is their principal port of entry, so to say, though 
Williams Bay and Fontana are also reached by rail from Chicago. Dr. Philip 
Maxwell, then in service as an army surgeon, had invested as early as 1836 in 
the claim at the mill section, and soon afterward entered land in sections 15, 
26, 27 of Walworth. Leaving the army in 1842, he settled into professional 
practice at Chicago, and in 1853 became state treasurer of Illinois. In 1856 
he built a large house on his lakeside property at Geneva and brought his 
family there as summer residents. This was held at Springfield to disqualify 
him as an officer of Illinois, whereupon he became a resident of Geneva until 
his death in 1859. It is told that he advised a son-in-law to acquire all the 
shore land that could then be secured, assuring him that great profit would 
arise therefrom and that, too, in time not long to come. This wise counsel 
was not followed, though much of the land might have been bought at twen- 
ty-five dollars an acre. 
~ Gurdon Montague sold in 1870 ninety acres lying in section 35, having 
a front on the Jake near its bay-like end, to Shelton Sturges, of Chicago, 
who in the next year built a large house or villa on the wooded slope outside 
of the village plat, but in full view from the eastern side of the bay. Julian S. 
Rumsey, an ex-mayor of Clicago, built at the eastern end in 1872. These 
three examples were well followed and both shores are lined with summer 
retreats built for permanence, much more substantially than bungalows, their 
grounds improved without needless violence to nature. As seen from mid- 
lake the view on either hand is not marred, but its native charm is heightened ; 
for the least possible has been taken away and much has been added with 
taste and judgment. Alost of these dwellers by the waterside, perhaps, own 
one or more vessels of the lake fleet; and their influence on road-making and 
other public improvement has been more or less salutary. The building, im- 
proving and service of their houses and grounds employ many local artisans 
and laborers, and so contribute to the city’s general prosperitv. In effect, 
these owners, of whom many have been or are of the wealthiest and best 
known of Chicago, have made these shores as truly suburban of their city 
as are Evaiston and Rogers Park. 

A postothee was established in 1837, its one weekly mail brought from 
Racine by way of Franklin (Spring Prairie). Solomon Harvey. of the lat- 
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ter village. carried the mail in his hat and coat pockets, and often rode his 
horse into Geneva with a bag of grain behind him for grinding at Goodsell’s 
mill. A stage route from Kenosha to Beloit, in 1840, increased the useful- 
ness of the postoffice. It is now an office of the second class, and has a city 
carrier system and four rural free delivery routes. Postmasters: Andrew 
Ferguson, 1837; James J. Dewey, 1849; Timothy C. Smith, 1853; Lewis 
Curtis, 1861; Charles E. Buell, 1871; Charles A. Noyes, 1879; William 
Brown, 1886; George S. Read, 1890: William J]. Cutteridge. 1894; Charles 
S. French, 1898; Frank S. Moore, 1906; Henry H. White, 1910. Buell and 
Noyes had been soldiers of the Civil war. 

Much must be left untold or scarce half-told of this city by the lake. 
But this matters little, for there are men and women there who, like Mr. 
Simmons, can write in prose or verse and who, like him, might say that 
they were a part of that of which they write. The recollections of one per- 
son or one person's gathering of many recollections must still leave the story 
incomplete. Nor need the past be recalled in all its minor though locally in- 
teresting details. Cities are not Aladdin-built, by rubbing rings or Jamps. 
One who now sees broad, dustless streets, shaded by day and lighted by 
night, with all needful evidence besides of past and present intelligence, enter- 
prise, and high hopefulness, and who meets men and women who know how 
to enjoy the present and to make better the time near at hand, needs not 
the minuter record of uneven and often difficult steps by which they have 
reached the prosperity and bright prospects of 1912. Lake Geneva has many 
as yet unsatisfied wants, but contentment with the present is not the most 
conspicuous of American virtues. 


VILLAGE AND CIty CHARTERS, 


The village of Geneva was chartered in 1844. At its first election Charles 
M. Goodsell became president, and with him was a board of trustees, a ma- 
jority of whom were temperance men. This they proved by an ordinance 
which forbade the sale or gift of liquor after July 2d. Thomas D. Warren 
was convicted and fined for having sold the evil prohibited, over the Lake 
House bar, on the nation’s birthday. He appealed to the territorial district 
court, but a change of statute overtook the slow course of the law and at 
last the proceeding was dropped; but, as it may be guessed, without loss to 
learned counsel. The next legislative session took from the trustees and 
gave to the town supervisors the power of granting or withholding licenses, 
and Geneva was not again tormented by thirst. For eleven years the village 
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record, if ever regularly made, was lost. Of early presidents Mr. Simmons 
remembered only R. Wells Warren, Benjamin E. Gill and Anthony Dobbs. 
A new charter was given March 28, 1856, to an enlarged village of 
Geneva, and this was amended in 1867. In 1879 the citizens voted to set 
aside their special charter and to incorporate under a general statute for 
eovernment of villages. About fifty miles southward is Geneva, Kane coun- 
ty, Illinois, and mail was often missent to each of these namesake villages. 
To relieve the Wisconsin village from this long endured annoyance its name 
was changed in 1882 to Lake Geneva. An act of the Legislature of 1885 
enabled the citizens to accept a citv charter at an election held March 31, 
886. In 18)g7 Lake Geneva became a statutory city of the fourth class. 


PRESIDENTS OF THE VILLAGE: 


Erasmus Darwin Richardson.--1856 Ethan Lamphere Gilbert-____- 1866 
"7O-1, 77. JOG NG a. Wy alicia 2 =... 1867 
Harrison Rich to fill vacancy. Tinotny Clarks simitheesees eee 1869 


Dr. Alexander S. Palmer___-1857-8 


Jats Ja Dewey ss 2 eee 2 1659 Wr Benoni Okeyncldseoe= 1874-6, 
Shopard @Qakaxmonds === 1860-1 80-2 
Moses Scyinour 2.22 een 1662 DE George. Cathnees= == ae 1878 
Joel Barber 222222. See 1863, 68 Maurice A. Miner__-._-. ~~ 1883-4 
Jonathan Fle lord22 2 eee 1864" “Ghatles dw teicl| sae 1885 
Edwardi@tioky 225 wees =. 2 1865 
VILLAGE CLERKS. 
Jonathan T. Abell__...-___ 1856-66 jolie, Burntones sess ae 1873 
John" A.Soiaith= 222 eee 1867-3" \lanriceeaaNerss = 2 1874, ‘76-9 
[erasmus De Kichardsonoeese a. 1869 Thomas Henry Ferguson____- 1875 
Stephen Bemis Van Buskirk_--1870 Charles S. French .---____- 1880-4 
Charles* Edwin Buell 2 oeeee == 1871 Charles Herbert Burdick______ 1885 
Merman i. eAlicis22 2. a 1872 
VILLAGE TREASURERS. 

Thomas Baker Gray (probably)-1850 9 Schuyler S. Ifanna____~- 1864, ‘66: 
Walhanr Jewett) 222 eee 1857 William Ho ee... 222 1865, ‘69 
Walliam (. Valentine2=a=ae 1858-61 Sylvester Curtis Sanford__1867, ’71 


(acorge Ni. Barber... 1862-3 


Samuel Henry Stafford_._1872, ’79 


Willian Alexander 
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George wn = otirges.__ = 1870, 74-8 
POnMpeEMIntOH 22. 2. ok 1872-3 
Del itai inet lanaiiersiey a. 1879 


Hottie Belle Sinmonsss=. 22-222 1886 
Pies So pencna seen oes sa 5 1888 
Prolliany ES Seyilour._-.-.--- 1892 
Wesley Newton Johnson___-_-- 1894 
le ingen l . Sey iiouncs ==. 1895 


Charles Herbert Burdick....-- 1886 
Charles iC Nestole._.._--.- 1887-8 
Chatles CAses 4... ot eee 1889-91 


William Tt. Elamimersley____.. 1892 
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Charles Edwin Buell_._-_-__ 1880-3 
Reber Bruce. .\tiolG ae 1884-5 


(ia VLOOTG nc 2 eee ee 1808 
iene bs “Dunno tseeeeee ee IQOI 
Bipenezer Wavidsoi 22-2222 45— 1902 
Iforace Greeley Douglass_____~ 1908 
IpieatiCCSiy S222 32252055 1912 


Wotiewh Warteiis--- 25 22025 1893-4 
Benjamin O. Sturges........- 1895 
Charles H, Gardner_____- 1896-1904. 
Auer Bullock 22s 2 1905-12 


CITY TREASURERS. 


Thomas Baker Gray, elected-__1886 
William L. Valentine___._.. 1887-8 
alitainl ee anton sas == 1889-90 
Jeu) ae solg | Bras Colles us me ae eee 18gI 
Reinhold Briegel____ 1892-3, 1901-3 
George Pritinecier 2 1894-5 
EimMeiye sellelleseees on 1896-7 


Warren Beckwith 222-2--__ 1886-91 
Mv lliaineiisestam ess 7S IQIO-I1 
DE Vi AG es Neido\ IQOI 


Francis A. Buckbee.__ 1881-96, 
1902-5 


iste a0. elie) re 1900-1 
Sool SCs a 1881-2 
Bezaleel@awe Farnum __._...._- 1865 
eugene \ 0) | a 1904-9 


WValiCie ws MICA eLty == =o eo. 1898-9 
Chatlecweawice — 2 soe eon 1900 
Willianie Wo Ross. 2.-----.<< 1904 
pndretare.. \Williaiis 22.22.22. 1905 
Lloyd D. Sampson_____~ 1906, 1910 
Theron Dallas Stroupe_.____-- 1908 
eletem eV illiains.s-ssl22-2_2 IgI2 


iimses Leonard 2--22225_. 1908-11 

Gyal) Leach Oatman=22- 1861-2, 
66-9, °72-3 

Richard D. Short__--1892-7, 1902-3 


Haier ounmons ...- 222222 1873-4 
cnt e oinith._____. saeoe 1867-9 
Theron Dallas Stroupe_____- 1905-7 
ithenias I: “Tolian 2.232222 22 1885 


Franklin J. Uyrreligzssso I9IO 
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John Theodore Wentworth_-_-- Julius L,. Wind_2222222222== 1900-1 
1863-4, ’70-1 


It is not unlikely that Abell and Oatman, with, perhaps, a few more 
justices named in the town list, were, in fact, chosen for the village, though 
the record at the circuit clerk’s office does not make it appear so. 


POPULATION AND VALUATION, 


The village population in 1870 was 998. In 1880 it was 1,969. The 
city population in 1890 was 2,297. In,1go00 it was 2,585. By wards in 
1910: First ward, 948; second ward, 778: third ward, 1,356; total for 
city, 3,079. 

Valuation of real estate in 1910 was $3,553,000; of personal property, 
$752,000. (Nineteen automobiles were returned for the city in 1910, but 
their number now owned here and about the county has so increased as to 
inake such statistic already worthless.) 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 
TOWN OF LAFAYETTE. 


This town, at first included in Spring Prairie, was set off March 21, 
1843. It is town 3 north, range 17 east, less section 31, set off in 1846 
to form the town of Elkhorn. Beginning on its north line, and following the 
direction of the sun, it is bounded by Troy, Spring Prairie, Geneva and 
Elkhorn, and Elkhorn and Sugar Creek. Its surface varies between 855 
and 1,015 feet above sea-level—the lowest point a creek valley in section 
8, its highest near Elkhorn, near section 31. Sugar creek crosses from 
west to east a little north of the middle line of the town, and affords a 
small amount of mill power, but its several branches are inconsiderable in 
volume. In the earlier years it was well wooded with the several varieties 
of oak, and at points along the creek with sugar maples from which the 
Indian occupants of the,county hunting ground derived a noteworthy supply 
of crudely made sugar. A few fine oak groves remain, and these are in 
themselves more than merely fair to look upon. Taking them with the 
green levels and the gently rolling fields, in the larger prospects, they make 
the town well worth a summer-day drive through it, in any direction, to 
see in what kindly mood was Nature when she formed Lafayette. Nature, 
however, did not work by town, county, or state lines; and this town is 
but a small segment of the Eden-like Mississippi valley. The older forests 
were cut away to build cabins and fences and for the fuel of town and 
neighboring village. When the railway was built across the town its de- 
mands for ties, timber, and fuel quickened the previously slower spoliation 
to the pace of a forest fre. But the town is far from treeless, thanks to the 
valuable and caretully conserved later growth. 

The town is underlaid, as supposed by geologists, with Niagara lime- 
stone for most of its area, and along its western border with Cincinnati 
shale. A few borings have reached rock at 800 to 840 feet above sea- 
level, which may indicate that the glacial drift 1s from 55 to 175 feet deep. 
The land area is 22,198 acres. The total value, 1910, was $1,650,300. The 
crop acreage was: Barley, 1,188; corn, 3,927; hayfield, 3,124; oats, 2,532; 
orchard, 98; potatoes, 99; rye, 150; timber, 1,859; wheat, 102. The as- 
sessed valuation of all property was 3.66 per cent of that of all property 
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in the county. The population at each federal census was: 1850, 1,048; 
18H0, 1,122; 1870, 1,032; 1880, 1,028; 1890, 933; 1900, 92451910, 894. 

Neighboring villages and especially Elkhorn account for a small part 
of this loss of population. Elderly farmers retire from active life and 
find rest in the village. 

Before the establishment of rural free delivery there was a postoffice 
at Bowers near the junction of two highways from Spring Prairie to Elkhorn, 
east side of section 26. In earlier times this office was a few rods distant 
aud was named Grove. There was also an office at Fayetteville (which 
railway men persistently call “Peck’s Station”). The town is now supplied 
with its mail mostly from Elkhorn. 

Isaiah Hamblin and family led the immigration to Lafayette in June, 
1836. He settled on section 25, and built his cabin immediately. He 
also,bought land in section 13. Within the vear Solomon A. Dwinnell, 
Elias Hicks, Alpheus Johnson, Charles Chauncey Perrin and Isaac Vant fol- 
lowed. Messrs. Dwinnell and Hamblin passed the cold winter of 1836-7 
in their new quarters. In the next three years came Nathaniel Bell, Wilham 
Bohall, Alexander H. Bunnell, Morris Cain, Harvey M. Curtiss, George W. 
Dwinnell, David S. ElIting, Thomas Emerson, Daniel, MeDonough and 
Samuel Harkness, kiley Harrington, Daniel Hartwell, Charles Heath, Mason 
A. Hicks, Henry Johnson,, Dr. Jesse C. Ahils; Anthems eeioblet, “Miner 
Singletery, Duer Y. Smith, Sylvester G. Smith, Daniel Kingsley Stearns, 
David Tower Vaughn, John Wadsworth, Stephen Gano West and Jesse 
Pike \Vest, his son. 

Others who entered land at the Milwaukee offiee were William Allen, 
George ITtranklin Babeock, .\sahel Bailey, Rufus Barnes, James .Alexander 
Bell, \Watson Beman, Levi Blossom, Jr., Franklin Ephraim Booth, Joseph 
Bowman, Gershom P. Breed, Edmund Baldwin Cherevoy, Azariah Clapp, 
Curtis Clark, James Coleman, James Craig, Sprowell Dean, Reuben M. 
Doty, Juhus Edwards, Isaac Fuller, Wilham Nicholas Gardner, Clement 
Hare, Thomas Jlarrison, George Hieks, Ethan A. Hiteheock, William 
Hodges, Samuel M. and Willard K. Johnson, Sylvanus Langdon, Ambrose 
Brown Loekwood, Alexander, Dunean and Murdock Matheson, Peter Nob- 
let, George and Charles Paine Osborn, Jared Patrick, Jr., Uriah Payne, Peter 
Perry, Robert KK. Potter, James Quiggle, Israel Scott, George and Dewitt 
C. Sheldon, Zephaniah Short, five Smiths, named Elbert Herring, Ezekiel 
Brown, tlenry, Horaee, and Martin, Ebenezer Soule, Lorenzo Stewart, Abel 
B. and Elijah B. Terrill, John Trumbull, Charles Wales, Eleazar Wheelock, 
Joseph D. Wluiteley, Wilham Mfontague Whitney, George Whitton, Absalom 
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Williams, Jr., .\lexander Wilson, Christopher Wiswell, John Wood, Simon 
J. Woodbury, Calvin H., George W., and Robert Wrlie, George Young. 

The census of 1842 shows a few once well known names as: William 
Baumis, Zebulon Bugbee, Israel Hamblin, Jacob Harkness, Solomon Lewis, 
Henry Noblet, Theodorus Bailey Northrop, Thomas Pollock, Sherman Mor- 
gan Rockwood, Henry H. Sterling, Charles H. Thompson, ancLothers who 
may have been of either part of old Spring Prairie. 

Amasa Allen (1776-1845) and his son Lester (1810-1884) were long 
residents in the town. Lester died at Elkhorn. 

Truman B. Bartlett (1815-1907) came from Vermont in 1844, with 
wife Serena Strong (1823-1890) and settled in Spring Prairie. About 1856 
he bought his farm in section 6, Lafayette. 

Major Nathaniel Bell (1800-1868) was sheriff from 1845 to 1840. 
He came in 1837 with his wife Sarah L. (1809-1847) and bought in sections 
[25 30. 

Robert Bentley (1800-1854) and wife Maria Burse (1809-1868) came 
to section 5, in 1847. . 

Joseph H. Bishop (1801-1882), son of Levi Bishop and Nancy Hunt, 
lived in section 10. His wife was Clarissa R. Balsley. 

Alexander Hervey Bunnell (1813-1889), son of Salmon Bunnell and 
Lois Leete, of Broome county, New York, came to section 20 in 1837. He 
married, first, Mary Dyer in 1839. She died in 1847 and he married in 
1848 Harriet N, Dyer (1825-1883). These were daughters of Capt. Charles 
Dyer and Mary Galusha, and sisters of Dr. Edward G. Dyer. 

Harvey Morse Curtiss (1817-1890), son of Harvey Curtiss and Melinda 
Morse, bought in sections 14, 23, in 1840. He married twice: Calcina A. 
Smith (1831-1852) and Eliza Almira Smith (1825-1899). They were 
daughters of John and Caroline Smith. Mr. Curtiss was one of the best 
men in his town. 

Julius Derthick (1795-1863) and wife Esther Monroe ,(1790-1879), 
daughter of George Monroe and Miss Bennett, came from Portage county, 
Ohio, in 1854 to section 25. Their sons, John H. and Walter G. are named in 
the official lists of the county. 

Isaiah Hamblin (1790-1857) was son of Barnabas and wife Daphne, 
daughter of William Haynes. (His other ancestors: Sylvanus,t Elkanah’ 
James? !). He was born in Massachusetts and died in California. His 
wife died in Iowa in 1847, before which time he had left his home here to 
rejoin the Mormons, beyond the river. 
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Albert Dyer Harris (1820-1891), son of Dyer Harris and ‘Temperance 
Watrous, had earlier ancestors: Ephraim,*? Asa,? James." He was born 
in Connecticut, married in 1845 Maria, daughter of William Bell and Harriet 
Owen, and came in that year to section 36. 

Thomas Harrison (1793-1872) had wife Clementina M. (1811-1845). 
His land was in section 26. 

Anson Hendrix (1793-1849) and wife Cynthia Niles (1799-1871) left 
a son Wellington (1821-1889), whose wife was Abigail Briggs (1822-1895), 
and who was long a man of various public usefulness. 

Elias Hicks (1800-1885), son of Nathaniel, of Bristol county, Massa- 
chusetts, married Eliza Witherspoon in 1822, and came in 1837 to Lafayette. 
His second wife was named Amanda. He died at Elkhorn. There have been 
several namesake families in the country, some of whom came from Nova 
Scotia. 

Murdock (1810-1886) and Roderick McKenzie (1825-1898) came 
from Scotland in 1842 and in 1846 to northern Lafayette. Murdock married 
Jane Lamont (1827-1857); Roderick married Susan, daughter of Thomas 
and Susan Pollock. Their sister Barbara was wife of Alexander Matheson. 

Winthrop Norton (1800-1863) married Hannah Cranston (1800-1879) 
and in 1842 came from Ohio to section 25. Their sons, Abraham C., John 
H. and William C., and daughter, Zilpha M. (Mrs. John C. Keyes), were 
long active and helpful members of their community, Mr. Norton died in 
California. 

Urialr Payne, son of the pioneer at Geneva Lake, came about 1842 
from Duck Lake, and bought in seetion 15, but left no distinct mark in the 
town lustory. 

Thomas Pollock (1808-1882) and wife Susan Manderson came from 
Scotland. They settled near their son-in-law, Roderick McKenzie. 

Zephamah Short (1815-1800) was born in Otsego county; in 1835 
married Sally Cockett (1815-1893) ; came to Lafayette. section 27. In their 
later years they lived at I}khorn. Their son George died in service as a 
soldier of the Twenty-eighth Infantry in 1863. 

Imory Singletery (1798-1891) was born at Sutton, Massachusetts. He 
may have been a near relative of Solomon A. Dwinnell, whose mother was 
Hannah Singletery. He married, first. Lois Pierce: second, Catharine 
Smith (1800-1875). He lived in section 22. 

Iezekiel Brown Smith (1809-1882). son of Willard Smith and Amy, 
daughter of Palmer Gardner and Hannah, daughter of Joseph and Mary 
Nichols—therefore an aunt of the first-comer to Spring Prairie. Her father- 
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line was George.’ Nicholas, ?° Sylvester,? Palmer.? Amy", The other Gardner 
line was George,'! Nicholas,2? Sylvester,* Palmer,®? Sylvester,® Palmer,” of 
Spring Prairie. In 1840 Mr. Smith married Sophronia (1812-1885), 
daughter of Amasa Allen, at Ellisburg, New York, and came in 1843 to 
section 12. 

Svlivester Gardner Simith (1796-1878) was a brother of Itzekiel B. 
Smith, and was born in Berkshire county, Massachusetts. He came to sections 
11.12. His first wife was Diana Ward, whose son, Capt. Lindsey J. Smith, 
of Troy, was serviceable in war and in peace. His second wife was Mrs. 
Charity Pierce, 

Daniel Kingsley Stearns was son of Theodore Stearns and Charlotte 
Root. He died between 1857 and 1860, at his farm in section 21. His 
wife, Elizabeth Kellogg, was thus descended in father line: Nicholas,’ 
(hemasehilip, Martin, “joseph, atnaniel,° * ANfoses,> Wilnting.” Her 
mother was Elizabeth (1750-1832), daughter of Aaron and Mary Cross. 

Isaac Vant (1806-1861) and wife Ann (1809-1888) came to section 12. 

David Tower Vaughn (1810-1888), son of Samuel Vaughn and Ruth 
Bowker, was born in Vermont; married Rebecca Dinsmore (1813-1876) ; 
came in 1838 to Spring Prairie, bought in section 13 of Lafayette in 1840, 
to which he added land in section 18, Spring Prairie, until he owned more 
than five hundred acres. His brother, Samuel Cole Vaughn, and brother- 
in-law, [saiah Dike. came also to Spring Prairie in 1837. 

Joseph D. Whiteley (born 1799) and wife Mary Jane (1806-1889) 
went within a few vears (before 1860) to Walworth. 

George Whitton (or \Whiton?) married Jane Hare. He died in 1851 
and ten years later she died. 

Absalom Willams (1818-1892), son of Absalom Wilhams and [fanny 
Root, married Melissa Tiffany in 1840. In 1844 he came to section 34. 
He had sons Emory, Collins M., Frank, George, and Arnold D. From 
1853 to 1886 he lived in Spring Prairie, and died at Elkhorn. His wife 
(1820-1890) died at Lyons. 

A\Jexander Wilson (1802-1873), section 28, married Abigail (1801- 
1887), daughter of George and Abigail Bishop. They came to the town in 
1842. 

Christopher Wiswell (r&t1-1883), son of Capt. Henry \Wiswell and 
Elizabeth Salter, was born at Dalton, Massachusetts, and came from Chen- 
ango county in 1840. first buying in section 5. Ile married Alnura (1817- 
1883). daughter of Stephen G. West and Rebecca Pike. 


(23) 


35-4 WALWORTH COURTY, WISCONSIN, 


The Elkhorn and Eagle branch of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
railway crosses sections 4, 5. 8, 18, 19, 31, and has a station in section 8, 
named by the company for Jedediah W. Peck. 

There are seven schoo] districts in the town, of which district 2 is joint 
with Troy, district 4 with Sugar Creek, district 7 with Spring Prairie (the 
Bowers schoolhouse). and district 9 with Sugar Creek and Troy. 

There is a church in section 10, at the Bishop farm, its service usually 
supplied from the Congregational church at East Troy, and near it is a well- 
kept burial ground, laid out in 1848. There are also graves at “Westville,” 
in section 6, and at the Seymour farm in section 18, laid ont in 1844. 
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Clr Di aN, 
TOWN OF LAGRANGE. 


Town 4 north of rauge 16 east was set off Mareh 21, 1843, from the 
town of Elkhorn and named for an estate or country-seat of the hero of three 
revolutions, Marquis de Lafayette. It Hes next southward from Palmyra, 
in Jefferson county; and the city of that name has trade relations and some 
personal interests with part of the town on this side of the line. Lagrange 
is generally about nine hundred fifty-five feet above sea-level. It is within 
the lower loop of the great Kettle moraine, and its numerous pot-like de- 
pressions are characteristic of that great glacial deposit. Some of these are 
(or have been) miniature lakes. The group of lakes named Lauderdale, 
from owners of adjacent land, is in the southeastern corner, section 36, 
and from it Honey creek takes its course across the Troy and Spring Prairie 
to kox river. A braneh of the Scuppernong flows northward. from section 
1S and through sections 7 and 6. 

» [he land is generally as fertile as any in the county, and Heart prairie, 
in the southwestern quarter, was long regarded as especially so. The 
farmers of the town have been as far-seeing and prosperous as elsewhere 
within county limits. Stock-raising received early attention and effort, and 
men of Heart prairie made their corner of the town widely famous for its 
improved breed of hogs. For a few years each side of 1880 a few tons 
of tobacco were raised, but that crop has since disappeared from the yearly 
reports. Heart prairie lies about 965 feet, and the opposite corner of the 
town about 943 feet above sea-level. Trenton limestone is found at 720 
to 870 feet above the sea. 

James Holden made the first lawful claim to land within the town. 
a square-mile on Heart prairie, early in 1837. He was soon followed, 
within the year, by Amasa Bigelow, James Burt, Gabriel Cornish and sons, 
Edwin DeWolf, George Esterly, Volney A. McCraken, True Rand and 
Benjamin Swett. 1838 brought Stephen B. Davis, Orison G. Ewing, 
Ephraim C. Marlow, Wilham MeDougald, Thomas Waterman, John Weld, 
Elijah Worthington (with father and brother). Robert G. Esterly and 
Marshall Newell came in 1839. Among men of 1840 were Charles P. Ellis, 
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James W. Field, Stephen C. Goff, Oliver P. Gunnison, Caleb and Levi 
Llarris, Enos J. Hazard, Ezekiel Lewis. In 1841 Benjamin F. Fox, John 
King, William Lyon, Caleb and Robert K. Morris, John Norcross, Moses 
Rand, Samuel Robinson, James H. Sanford. Other early arrivals were 
those of Horace and Nathan Adams, John H. Cooper, Hiram Cross, David 
S. Elting, Benjamin Fowler, James Lauderdale, John Olds, Isaac C. Phelps. 

Entries at the land office, were made by Henry Adkins, Sewell Andrews, 
Thomas Astin, William Benjamin Astin. Hugh Barker, Samuel Barr, 
Harvey Birchard, Thomas Bray, William Bromley, Walter Clayton, James 
Coats, James George Conklin, Richard Day, Julius Edwards, Walter P. 
Flanders, Jesse Halsted, John C. Harlow, John Harrison, Charles Heath, 
Silas and William Houghton, Herman Jenkins, Lars Johnson, Caleb and 
George W. Wendall, Samuel Kershaw, Edmund Wing, Jacob R. Wing, 
Sjur Knudson, Julius H. Lauderdale, Harvey Andrew Lawton, Hugh and 
Patrick Lee, Henry C. Leffingwell. George Leland, Ralph Lockwood, 
Willian) Luinb, Alexander McDonald, Isaac Magoon, Patrick Mahan, 
Edward Malcomb, Corrall Higley Mills, Delos Storms Mills, Forest W. 
Mills, Richard, L. Morris, Noves Darling Niblack, John B. and George W. 
Norcross, Benjani, Halver, Matthias and Oliver Oleson, John Padley. Ole 
Peterson, Isaac Severance, Sidney F. Sliepard. Isaac 1. Shemwood@ Geen. 
and Maxwell Simiuth, Peter Spur, James and James P. Stewart, Nelson Z. 
strong, Joshua ‘Vaylor, Homer Ward, Francis B. Webster, Iver \Wickinson. 
John \Wilson. 

Horace Adams (1801-1863) had first wife Sarah R. (1802-1849), 
second wife Fanny Emerson (born 1811). He died at Racine. 

Nathan Adams (1778-1850) had wife Rachel. (His headstone gives 
dates 1781-1855—not a solitary instance of difference between stone-cutter 
aud other record-makers. ) 

Thomas Astin (1822-1907) had wife Elizabeth (1823-1898). He 
bought i section 9. 

Aimasa Bigelow came froin Nova Scotia. His first wife was named 
Welch. Second wife, Amn, died in 1906. 

James Burt's son, born in 1838, was the first native resident of the 
Lowi}. 

Gabriel Cornish (1772-1853) and wife Eliza (1873-1837) came with 
sons Anson, Jared, and Nelson, in 1837, to section 15. Anson became a 
clergyman. 

Pliram Cross (18i1-1882) came in 1842 to section 25. He was an 


<n: 


carly improver of stock-breeds, and took premiums at the first county fair, 
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Stephen B. Davis inarried Esther Newell April 24, 1842, She was 
probably a daughter of Marshall and Esther Newell. 

Edwin DeWolf married Elizabeth C. McCracken, February 8, 1843. 

David S. Elting was earlier of Lafayette. He married Eliza Manwell, 
October 31, 1981. 

Ephraim C. Harlow (1806-1899) was son of Levi Harlow and Eliza- 
beth Cary. He married Emeline (1811-1891), daughter of Joseph Bigelow, 
and lived on section 1, near Little Prairie. 

Caleb Harris (1810-1893), son of Jeremiah Harris and Priscilla Cole, 
grandson of Anthony Harris, Jr., was born in Jefferson county, New York. 
He married April 11, 1844, Laura Ann Bronson (1822-1904). He came 
with a brother, Levi, and brother-in-law, Eilis, in 1842. Wesley Harris 
(1795-1884) and wife Esther (1789-1852) are buried at Lagrange; but 
relationship, if any, with Caleb is not learned. 

Enos J. Hazard (1810-1857) married Celestia Knight, December to, 
1845. (His widow, Julia C., may have been the same person.) In 1848 
he was chosen as assemblyman over Augustus C. Kinne and Thomas Water- 
man. 

Charles Heath (1818-1889) and wife Harriet E. (born 1817) were 
parents of Julia M. V.. late widow of William H. Morrison, who. was long 
known in county and state service. 

Nathaniel G. Holden (1818-1872) was son of Josiah ‘Holden and 
Elizabeth Leland. Elvira J., his wife, was born in 1819, They came in 
1842 to Heart prairie. 

Wilham Houghton (1802-1889) bought land in sections 14, 22, 23, 26. 
His first wife was Orilla E. (1809-1853). His widow, Clarissa, was born 
in 1818. 

George W. Kendall (1799-1887), known as Captain Kendall, was 
called in 1839 for service as petit juror in Judge Irwin's court. His house 
was for a time a wayside tavern. 

Edmund King (1819-1901) was born at Pomfret, Verinont. He 
came to Whitewater; thence to section 17, Lagrange, where he married 
Deborah (1825-1901), danghter of Samuel Loomer and Deborah Eaton: 
returned in after years to Whitewater, where he died. 

John King (1806-1899), a native of Lancashire, was son of James 
King and Elizabeth Brierly. He married Iannah (1808-1887), daugnter 
of John and Ellen Tlilton, and came to New York in 1834, aud to Lagrange 
in 1841. 
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Jacob Rensselaer Kling (18—-1892) was son of Jacob Kling (born 
1784) and Dorothy Gasper. He bought in section 1. The family came 
from the valley ofthe Mohawk. .\ sister, Catharine, was wife of Silas: b. 
Chatfield, of Troy, and this and other relationships were so numerous as 
to give a family character to a quarter of that town. 

Ezekiel Lewis (died 1838) married Abigail (1795-1878), daughter of 
Job and Lydia Harrison, and settled on section 21 in 184yo. Their son, 
John S. Lewis (born 1822), is named in.early official lists. 

Samuel Loomer (1782-1853). son of Jonathan and Eunice. married 
Deborah Eaton (1789-1870) and came from Nova Scotia in 1841. Their 
children, as far as learned, were Tira, Samuel N., Timothy, Deborah 
(Mrs. Edmund King), and Prudence Sophia (Mrs. Andrew W. Arwood). 

Volney Anderson McCracken (born 1803), a cousin of Austin AMc- 
Cracken and brother-in-law of Edwin W. Meacham (perhaps. too, of 
Edwin DeWolf), never married. After several years he went to another 
county. tle was the first clerk of the county, and was captain of the 
militia of Ins town. 

Robert Kennedy Morris (1807-1846) and wife Emeline Bird (after- 
ward Ars. Austin) were parents of Azel Bird Morris (1842-1886), a 
soldier of the Thirteenth Infantry. 

Marshall Newell (1803-1870) came about i840 to section 23. He 
died at Whitewater. Esther Newell (1782-1851) was probably his mother. 

John Norcross (1785-1862) and wite Mitty (1788-1862) were parents 
of George Washington, Joc! Butler, and Walter W., all early-comers. 
(Franklin and Lydia P. lived in the town in 1860.) George W. Norcross 
married Jane Taylor, July 4, 1845. 

John Olds (1787-1869) had wife Polly (1789-1856): lived at or near 
Little Prairie. 

Tsaac C. Phelps (1812-1882) had wife Mary (1815-1899). 

Moses Kand (1800-1881) was born in New Hampshire and died, un- 
married, at Racine. True Rand, his brother, died in 1875. His wife was 
named Lydia EF. A sister, Emily E., was wife of Elijah Worthington. 

sainuel Robinson (1804-1872) married Levina (1833-1893). daughter 
of William Lyon and Sarah Sanborn, and sister of James Lyon. 

James HH. Sanford (1816-1882) married Rebecca Johnson (born 
1820). He settled in section 32. 

Tsanc Severance (1796-1875) had wife Lucia (1801-1877). Some 
persous of his name and kindred lived at Whitewater. 
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Joshua Taylor (1816-1890),,son of Joshua and Sarah Butlin, was born 
in Yorkshire; came to Oneida county, New York, in 1839; married Eliza- 
beth (1820-1884), daughter of Joseph Garlock, in 1841; came to section 
15 in 1843. A son and grandson have served as county superintendents of 
schools. 

John Weld (1795-1884), son of Thomas and wite, Laurana Leavens, 
was born at Reading, Vertmont, where in 1830 he married Wealthy, 
daughter of Elisha Bigelow. She died in 1876. Ar. Weld came in 1841 
to section I. 

Daniel Williams (1813-1907), son of Joseph and Elizabeth, was born 
in Connecticut; in 1838 he married Julia M. Judson (1818-1896) and had 
children, Elbert J., Laura (Mrs. I. Ebenezer Weaver), Daniel Judson, and 
Chester B. He came in 1851 to Sugar Creek; left the state; returned in 
1867 to ownership of the flouring mill at Lauderdale’ lakes; removed late 
in life to Elkhorn, where, after later marriage, he died. 

Elijah Worthington (1803-1858) married Emily E. Rand (1806- 
1888). He came in 1838 with his father and brother Theodore to section 
20. In 1839 he was granted a tavern license, and elections were held at his 
house. 

In 1839 .Amasa Bigelow built.a saw-mill at the entrance of Honey creek, 
or Mill lake, at the Troy line, and this was followed by a grist-mill, known 
as the Williams mill and as the Lean mill. It is yet in running order, with 
reduced custom. <A church was built early at Heart Prairie by the Methodist 
society, and a much better building soon followed on the same site. A 
union church was built at Lagrange, and, yet later, a summer hotel at the 
lakes. A store or two and shops were added to each of these settlements, 
but a village grew from none of them. Had the rails been laid on the now 
useless grade from Lake Geneva to Whitewater a station, most likely, would 
have been made at Heart Prairie, and thence a more or less pronnsing 
village. The postoffices at these three places were long of local convenience. 
A single star route, between Whitewater and Elkhorn, carried mail for all 
of them, tri-weekly from each terminus,—a ,long, tiresome, and often dif- 
ficult trip for the luckless sub-contractor. Rural delivery routes from White- 
water, Palmyra, and Elkhorn now supply daily service to all parts of the 
town. 

Four school districts are wholly within town limits, and there are five 
joint districts; with Palmyra, with Sugar Creek, with Troy, with Sugar 
Creek and Troy, and with Whitewater. The buildings and grounds very 
fairly meet modern requirements, and show the town’s enlightened interest 
in the welfare of its youthful population. 
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The true valuation of land and improvements for 1910, as computed 
by the supervisor of assessments, was $1,410,900. The numbers and values 
of personal property were: 2,913 cattle, $61,893; 1,314 hogs, $13,900; 
486 horses, $36,500; 150 mules, $11,250; 1,139 sheep, $3,400. There were 
320 vehicles, worth $6,400; and three automobiles, valued at $400. Total 
valuation of personal property, $1,727,700. The average value of land was 
in 1844, $3.28 per acre; in 1910 $64.38 per acre. Acreages of crops: 
Apples, 62; barley, 2,033; corn, 3.345; hayfield, 2,598; oats, 2,764; potatoes, 
104; rye 606; timber, 2,295; wheat, IIo. 

The federal censuses showed the population: 1850, 1,049; 1860, 1,255; 
1870, 1,039; 1880, 921; 1890, 84.4; 1900, 882; 1910, 779. 
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Mr. Hanson served the city of Whitewater in like capacity, in after 
years. Mr. Bishop had lived earlicr in Troy. Mr. Dow was of a Palmyra 
family, and was later a inember of Assembly. 
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The pastors of Heart Prairie have been: J. D. Graham, 1858: Delos 
White, 1859; Irastus Sylvester Grunley, 1860; J. B. Cooper, 1862, 1875; 
Rufus fl. Stinchheld, 1865; Theron O. Hollister, 1867; Joseph H. Jenne, 
1868; Russell P. Lawton, 1869; J. C. Robbins, 1871; John V. Trenery, 


1873; Charles R. Chapin, 1874; Martin Van Buren Bristol, 1875; 


A. J. 
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Brill, 1877; John Varty, 1881; William R. Mellott, 1884; Benjamin T. 
White, 1885; T. M. Ross, 1887; William E. Morris, 1890; W. G. Cooper, 
i892; John H. James, 1899; John C. McClain, 1902; Ambrose C. Jett, 1905; 

George N. Lester, 1908. 


Chev TER x. 
TOWN OF LINN. 


Town 1 north, range 17 east, was set off trom Geneva, January 27,10, 
and was named for Dr. Lewis Field Linn, of Missour:, who from 1833 to his 
death, October 3, 1843, was Colonel Benton's colleague in the Federal Senate, 
and of whose character and ability the Colonel wrote most apprectatively. It 
may be noted that at the naming of the town Doctor Linn’s death was yet 
fresh in the memory of the territorial Democracy. Next southward lie the 
towns of Hebron and Alden, in Illinois. About one-sixth of the town's area 
is covered by Geneva lake, of which fair body of cold, pure, deep water much 
the greater part is in Linn. The area of that part of the town lying north of 
the lake is about two and one-half square mules. Thirteen sections of this 
town are more or less lake-covered. Of section 7 only Cedar Point, at the 
east side of the entrance to Williams bay, about six acres of high and dry land 
are heaved up from the general submergence of that section. The greatest 
lake depths are found near the line of section 7 of Linn and section 12 of Wal- 
worth. Williams bay, an almost rectangular indentation, a scant half-mile 
wide and reaching a large half-mile northward, 1s wholly in section 6. The 
shores of the lake are high and uneven, were once thickly wooded. and are not 
now bare nor in any way unsightly, though architects and landscape makers 
have somewhat changed their primitive aspect. 

The value of shore property is now based on measurement in feet along 
its water front. The general effect of shore improvement has been to raise 
the average value (in 1910) of all the 18.961 acres ‘on limita $264.77 pen 
acre. Such average acre-value for other towns ranges from $59.43 in Rich- 
mond to $1ygo.25 in Delavan. The surface of the town is as variously fair to 
look upon as in the neighboring towns. .\ branch of the Nippersink and several 
smaller and nameless streais carry its waste of waters to the Fox, wiile a 
little tribute 1s paid to the lake. The town was once well wooded, with alter- 
nations of pratrie, and 1s now well cultivated. Several of the most active and 
useful members of the farmer's and dairyiman's societies have been and are 
men of Linn. Bloom prairie hes partly in this town. ‘ 

There was no village in the town: but in 1901 the Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul Railway Company built its Chicago and Janesville line across sec- 
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. 29, 30, making a station named Zenda. in the southeast 
8, where a village may grow about its store and creamery 
and add its own to some larger history of Linn. At this point is the only 
postoffice in the town. At an early time, about 1843. and as late as 1869, 
there was a postoffice. named Tirade, near the state line and in section 32, dis- 
continued in 1876. What suggested such a name is now among those things 
unknown that men are fond of calling mysteries. About 1897 an office named 
Bissell was established near a cheese factory, in section 32. This was soon 
discontinued, and another office named Linton, was placed on the line 
of sections 20 and 21 and on the road from Lake Geneva to Fontana. This 
office. too, had a short existence. 

On a map of the roads a noteworthy feature is the course of the old and 
well-made highway from Lake Geneva to Fontana. which follows mostly the 
Pottawattonve trail, and makes nine oblique angles and six slight turns before 
it reaches the Walworth line, having crossed eight sections from sections I to 
19, both ineluded. This, of conrse, avoids the long line of the south shore 
highlands and the few low places, and makes a somewhat striking exception 
to the more general movements by section lines and right angles. This road 
was of early importance to dwellers at each end of the lake as well as to those 
along its slightly devious course through a rich and pleasing part of the town. 

(he ‘erop acreages returned for 1910 were: Barley. 565; corn, 3.473: 
Nay. 2.120; oats, 1,902: orchard. 56: potatoes. 60; rye, 6: timber, 708; no 
wheat shown. Number and value of live stock: 3,068 cattle, $100,600; 975 
hogs, $11.700: 818 horses, S6.4.600: 746 sheep, $2.700. There were five auto- 
mobiles. valued at $5,500: 220 other vehicles at $10,000; lake vessels, sail and 
steam, valued at Stoo.o00. Total value of personal property. $451,400. 

John Powers (1803-1867), a native of Maine, made his elaim in section 
I in 1836 and built the first house in Linn the next spring. He married Laura 
Stevens (born 1807) at Geneva, January 31, 1841. He died at Lake Geneva. 
Other settlers in 1837 were Benjamin Ball, section 34: Allen MeBride, sections 
31. 33: Samuel Ryland, section 31: Israel Williams, section 6. Within the 
next few years patents were granted at the land office to Joseph Bailey, Thomas 
Baker, John Barr. Sr., Lewis Barrett, Charles Beardsley (1819-1903), John 
W. Boyd, Peleg C. and Solomon C. Burdick. Thomas Chrystal. Peter S. 
Cooper. George and Peter Crayton, John Cunning, Thontas Davis, Daniel 
Downs, James Duncan, Thomas Dyer, John Chesley Ford. Daniel [¢. Franklin, 
Benj. F. Fridley, Wilham Greenman, Francis Flanmore Hale. Seymour N., 
Hatch, Lorenzo Hinman, Joel Hopkins, Thomas Hovey, Joseph Edwin Flowe, 
Wilham Hubbard, Silas Ingalls. James and William Johnson, Lyman Jones, 


LiOls 76. 35. 27, 25 
quarter of section 2 
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Michael Keenan, Terence Kennedy, Daniel Lloyd, Jonathan Lockwood, Mah- 
fon AMicbride, Charles McNamara, Dr. James McNish, Samuel Madison, Amos 
AMakyes, James B. Martin, John Matthews. John Millard, Frederick A. Mun- 
den, James Nelson, Benson Pierce, Caleb Preston, Edwin and John Henry 
Prime, Lyman Redington, Isaac M. and John Reed, John Reek, Wilham 
Orson Roblee, John Conrad Shaver, George Smith, John P. Snell, George 
Trimble, Abram Van Orden, Julius Wadsworth, Marshall Franklin Winters. 

Benjainin Ball (1780-1868) had wife Daphne (1790-1873). He was 
one of the first county commissioners, a native of Massachusetts, and for a 
few vears resident in Dupage county, Illinois. 

John Barr (1792-1860) married Barbara Black (1789-1883) in Scot- 
land and came to America in 1828. About twenty vears later he bought land 
i sections 10, 15. One of his sons was for some years chairman of the 
county board of supervisors. 

Charles Beardsley (1819-1903) had wife Susan A. Copeland (1825- 
ros 

Peleg C. Burdick (1787-1854) and wife Olive (1814-1858) came to 
section 21. Solomon Champlin Burdick (1812-1891), perhaps Peleg’s son, 
caine to section 20. 

Thomas Chrystal (born 1813) and wife Margaret (born 1807) bought 
In sections 20, 25, 28. 

Peter S. Cooper (1809-1893) and wife Lovina (1829-1907) were of 
section Iy. 

John Cumming (1781-1854) had wife Mary, born 1781, died October 
21, 1839, and buried in Walworth. He bought in section 9. 

Michael Neenan (born 1820) and wife Aun (born 1823) settled in sec- 
tion 21, and Daniel Llovd (born 1818) and wife Mary (born 1825) in sec- 
tion 28. 

Allen MeBride (1809-1884) married Latha Collier (born 1814). Both 
were natives of Ohio, and came in 1837 to section 31, and also bought land in 
section 33. Tle was in various official wavs useful to his townsmen. 

John Millard (1798-1887) and wife Elizabeth (1815-1877) bought in 
sections 19, 30. 


w 


John Reek (born 1815), son of John Reek and Mary Garside. a native 
of Cheshire, came to the states in 1837 and about 1845 to Linn and proved 
that a good carriage imaker may be also a good farmer. His wife was Amelia 
Sennett. “Their sons Joseph and James S. (1850-1911) have been prosperous 
farmers and active men in town affairs. | 
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Samuel Robinson (born 1811), a native of Massachusetts, came to sec- 
tion 14 1n 1844 from Chenango county. His first wife was Freelove Thorn- 
ton; the second, Mrs. Jane Marshal! (born 1807). 

John Peter Snell (1796-1852) and wife, Mary Ann Scouton (1708- 
1858). came to section 1g. He at once took his place among men of property 
and of influence in town and county affairs. 

Israel Williams (1789-1846), son of Ephraim, of Franklin county, Massa- 
chusetts, with his wife, Lavina Joy (1787-1852), came in 1837, at first to 
section 18, a little later to section 6, and thus was named for him the bay 
which cuts so deeply and squarely into that section. So little of Linn west 
of the bay is land that he bought also in section 1 of Walworth, aud, too, in 
section 24 of that town. His brother, Austin, and son, Moses Daniel Williams, 
settled in Walworth. His sons, Israel, Jr.. Royal Joy and Festus A., came 
with lim, and in the same year Henry was born. The exact birth-date is not 
told, and it is thus uncertain whether the first-born of Linn was Henry, or a 
son of William Wk. May, or a daughter of Benjamin Ball. 

Zenda, the one railway station and postoffice now in the town, ts 67.5 
miles from Chicago and 31.5 iniles from Janesville. Besides from this office, 
mail is distributed by rural delivery routes from Lake Geneva and Walworth 
and from Hebron, Illinois. 

There are two school districts jointly with Bloomfield, one with Wal- 
worth, and three are wholly within the town. The school at Zenda has two 
departments. 

The population of Linn at the decennial census was: 1850, 630; 1860, 
1,008; 1870, 895; 1880, 823: 1890. 854; I900, 1.082: 1910, 1,201. This in- 
crease in the number ot inhabitants for the past twenty years is mostly attrib- 
utable to the coming of families from the din and inurk of the city Enormous 
to the strips of wooded highland along the shores of the lake Beautiful. These 
newcomers brought with them wealth and cultivated tastes. whence slopes so 
fair in their savage state have been made yet more sightly to unenvying eyes, 
and this without needlessly marring prinutive comeliness. 
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Satie wai) so22o. 82 1844-6, “48 
Samuel Smith ~~--1891-3, '96-1902 
Per Eigners 2.2.62 ae 1849 
John G, Wilson ....... 1863, ’70-1 
Pethwa SON 22... 1862 
J CSSCRW elit 22) 250. o ee 1855 
SANG Des Wevin! 2. Gee 1873-4 
aIbMGtay) Dhompson_ 222 Saas 1854 
icxamider i. Buttonsseoee 1858-90 
Chines 5. Ceoper.__-. "sam 1891-2 
.Artemus Alexander ..._.___ 1893-8 
Franke Alsi 2 i226 1899-1912 


WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN. a7 


HOW N, TREASURERS.., 


Ben jail bail sae see ew 1844 
IShacley ihianiss==e2— = Se 1845 
Damen Comie 2-2 2— 1846-50, 58 
Wanes: 2 beneGicn =.= see = 1851 
Daniel Wer nice eas s eee 1852-3 
NatiamielGioul == s2-22~ == 1854 
AMigee ewe! Lia Sosa we 1855-7 
eo) 6) «ee 1859 
Berettou.) seiiler === — 1860, ‘65 
ae bane tee. 22 5 ae 1861 
BNTUHUT Way Gaus eee. 1862 
Solonionemiitdick -—-—--- ss 1863 
Sanie wee icholss=2——_-- ___- 1864 
ivoalt Biemiait --...-....—.- 1866 
ie tveberm: Colbert 2-22 22- 1867 


JUSTICES OF tH EEACE, 


Dwight Sidney Allen_-~~1899-1903 


Greate, Wen. —- 22 1866-99 
Jonn Raymond Allen 222.22 1894-6 
lia, Die lee ea 1860-5 
Solomon Champlin Burdick._1861-2 
Weltini@Gornicree2=2--—— 1883-4 
earricke milena ear. 5 — 1859-60 
Joram eenoesbeck==- 2. 1861-2 
Silasmingalis 2 eases. 2.8 1896 


lok, (SPINS hg ee ae 1887-8 


Jonathan Powellees a2 eee 1868-9 
eer. .\\V ebster. 2a 1870 
Hates Oth... = === 1871 
Ge ounth Conklin =2222==—=== 1872 
exiired claywiood.-— 5 = ==aaaane 1873 
Dwight Sidney Allen _____ 1874, 76 
pian |e ave = eee aes 1875 
match Cavite e. 2-22 1877, ’82-5 
mata TowWe. 2-2. 2.2eee= 1878 
George Rowbotham __-_..__- 1879 
Maitemas Alexander -.2 722 22 = 1880 
Holm Gavin. 2 1881, ‘99-1900, ‘12 
eine VV alsht 22a oee ee eee 1886-98 
(eorge lappen 22255225. IQIO-I1 
pater edger 2525222 1907-9 
Evlen be \ickiides sess == 1860-1 
le-epuicen ees ses nee 1870-3 
Edmund I. Thacher__1901-2, ’05-11 
wemes f, Phacher 2.2255 1891-4, 96 
i. ray ee eee aes 1892-1901 
febrahany Van Orden ___-_-_ 1865-6 
femmes Mia walsh 2222s 24. 1906-7 
evreliil Omeveee CLOT Maer se) rea, 1878-81 
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TOWN OF LYONS, 


Town 2 north, range 18 east, was set off from the town of Geneva by 
Act of January 23, 1844, and was named Hudson. James C. and Thomas Kk. 
Ifudson came in 1846 and William Hudson lived there before 1860; but, as 
their naines are not found in earliest records it is not very probable that they 
named their town. It is rather likelier that men of Columbia county, New 
York, chose thus to remind themselves, of their old home. A few vears later 
the city of Iludson, in St. Croix county, seemed to have the stronger right to 
the name, and in 1865 the name of the older town was changed to Lyons, to 
avoid some geographical confusion. The village of Lyonsdale had been 
founded, named for the early settling Lyon family and, as Lyons, had _ be- 
come a railway station and gave its name to the township. 

3urlington and Wheatland lie next eastward, the one in Racine county, 
the other in Nenosha county. The outlets of Duck and Geneva lakes meet in 
section 20 and thence Wlnte river winds its way to the Fox and thus by the 
lilinois and the Mississippi to the Gulf. The united river affords a good 
water-power at the south side of section 10, and this was improved at an early 
time. The lowest lying rock surface, as found in sixteen measurements tor 
Lyons, is in the southwest quarter of section 1, 772 feet above sea level. The 
highest measured point, near the middle of the south line of section 10, east 
of the dam, is 944 feet above sea level. Parallel ridges of gravelly soil give 
a somewhat rugged appearance to the middle belt of sections from east to 
west; but these are owned and profitably cultivated now, as seventy years ago. 
The two northern ters of sections are an extension of the fertile fields of 
Spring Prairie. 

Allen Perkins (1802-1882), who had left his claim of 1836 on Turtle 
Prairie, settled in 1837 near the mill-site in 
sections 10, 15 and disputed with the Lyons the ownerslip of the water-power. 

The Lyons were Thomas (1766-1847) and wife. Benjamina Valentine, 
and their sons, David. Isaac, Thomas and Wilham Fletcher Lyon. The father 
and two or tliree of the sons came in 1837 to sections 11, 15, 22, began to build 
their dam in 1838, and their saw-null in 1840. Other settlers of 1837 were 


creek and returned to Spring 


John Brown to section 35, Daniel Campbell to section 4, and James Curran 
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to section 25. Peter Campbell came in 1838 to section 10. Ebenezer Dayton, 
Michael Farley, Thomas Fowlston (1805-1878), Tompkins Matteson, William 
Schurman, Sidney Wait and Edward Warren were of the men of 1839. 

Among those of 1840 and later years were Daniel Adams, Sebastian 
Amend, Stephen Taber Ashley, Sylvester Barnes, Campbell Barrett. Thomas 
S. Bartholomew, Harvey Birchard, Harvey Blodgett, Edwin Booth, George 
Brennan, Lewis Brown, Lathrop and Thomas B. Bullen, Charles E. Butler, 
Zenas B. Burk, Thomas Byrnes (died 1859), Joseph Cahoon, Patrick Cary, 
Patek Garis oier 6. andy Hltas Cole, Jolin Corley. Cyrus F. ‘Cowles. 
Chauncey O. Cummings, James Curran, Valentine Dahler (died 1858). 
Thomas Delaney (born 1814), Daniel W. Derby, Elijah Dunn, Thomas Dyer, 
Cornwell Esmond, Michael Farley (1800-1894), Franklin S. Farnum, 
Thomas Fowlston (1805-1878), Damarius, David P. and Raymond Gardner. 
Adolph Gega, Lorenz Giese, Josiah B. and Russell Thaddeus Gleason, Ben- 
jamin Goodwin. Nathaniel \V. Gott, Gilbert T. and Joseph Griffin, Alborn 
Hall, Harvey, Henry, Jesse. John S. and Nathan B. Hand, Stephen Heffernan, 
Thomas W. Hill, Adolph Holcamp, Robert Holley, Bartolomeus Homan, 
Stephen Houghton, Theron Humphrey, Harvey H. Ingham (died 1868), 
Thomas Ingham. Reuben Irish, Eliphalet Johnson, James Kelley, Enos Kin- 
ney (1808-1887), Franz Navier Leity, Jesse Lilly (1785-1852). Jones C. 
Locke, Leonard and Zephaniah Lockwood, James B. Martin, Reuben F. 
Maynard, Enoch Newton Miner, Enoch Waters Miner, Joel Guild Miner, 
Edward Nield, A. Sperry Northrop, William Peers, Patrick Powers, Jona- 
than Pratt. Philip Prueck, Jonas and Martin O. Pulver, Pat- 
rick Quigley, Hugh Reed, Valentine Scheller, Stephen Skiff, Charles H. 
Sinedley, Seneca Smith. Erastus Sparrow, John S. Spoor, John and Loren 
Stacy, Nelson Starke, Edward Stevens, Berthier Stork, Jesse L. and Linus 
Taylor, Henry H. Terry. Jeremiah Van Ness, Joseph E. and Russell Wait, 
Jr., Arnold and Spencer Weeks, Jacob Whitaker, Alonzo C. and Joseph Huge 
Wilcox, Edwin Wilhams. 

Edwin Booth (1810-1875) married Martha Turner (1811-1887). Tle 
settled on section 8, and was later and for long one of the active business 
men at Springfield. 

Zenas Baker Burk (1814-1894). a native of Maine. came in 1842 to sec- 
tion 10. He married Marv, daughter of Amos Cahoon. It is not known how 
long he served as justice of the peace, owing to the absence of record previous 
to 1859, but more than forty years. 

Daniel Campbell (1796-1879), son of Jolin, married Mary Nichols 
(1805-1872), and came to section 4 in 1839. His son, Wesley John, and 
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grandson, Lewis A.. have served the town many years as clerk, and the citizens 
of the village as business men. 

Peter Campbell (1786-1854) was Daniel's brother, both natives of 
Clinton county, New York. He married Ann (1802-1883), daughter of 
Garret and Catherine Barron, and in 1838 they made their home in section 10. 

Cyrus Fellows Cowles (1820-1889) was son of Moses (1785-1848) and 
Pamela. He came in 1840 to section 5. Ie married Louisa (1828-1881), 
daughter of Samuel Lytle and Harriet (Campbell) McGee. 

Ebenezer Dayton (1810-1885) was son of Abram (1771-1848) and 
Levina (1773-1853). He came from the Genesee valley in 1839 to section 15. 
Ilis wife, Emily Malvina (1814-1891), was daughter of Thomas and Tirzah 
West. Two sons died in military service. 

Ezra B. Fowlston (1820-1896) was son of Thomas and wife Hannah 
Barton. He came from Otsego county to section 3 In 1844. He married 
Almira (1827-1906), daughter of Peter and Ann Barron Campbell. 

Josiah Burroughs Gleason married Sarah Bacon, November 5, 1840. His 
farm was in section 2. 

Benjamin Gardner married Clarinda Wait, October 13, 1842. 

Adolph Iloleamp (1805-1871) and wife Mary Catherine (1817-1898) 
came to section 29. 

Robert Holley (born 1791) and Amelia (born 1798) canie in 1844 to 
section 18. The family removed to Elkhorn about 1856, and later went west- 
ward. Il]e was enrolled as an attorney, and was for some years a justice of the 
peace. 

Thomas WK. Hudson (1807-1891) was born in Utica, New York. With 
wife Elizabeth (1812-188 9) he came in 1846 to section 10. He had sons in 
military service. William Hudson was born 1808, died 1886. 

Erastus and Theron Humphrey were first cousins. Erastus (1810-1881) 
was son of Roswell and wife Ruth Gillet. His first wife was Mary Porter 
Wilcox ; his second wife was named Avis. Of his children, Rosell Pembroke 
Humphrey (born 1823) was long an active citizen. Theron, son of Jonathan, 
married Jane .\. Barker. The ancestors of Jonathan and Roswell were Mich- 
ely ane) ae aalescie ce 

Ebiphalet Johnson (1781-1855) and wife Margery (1787-1863) came in 
1842 to section 17. 

Cyrus King (1&801-1T87y) and wife Margaretta (1806-1880) came carly 
to the town. Tf, as seems probable, he was a young uncle of Cyrus IX. Phelps, 
of section t of Geneva, he was son of Israel Ning and Ehzabeth Johnson. His 
erave is at Springheld cemetery. 
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Enos Kinney (1818-1887) was son of Luman and wite, Mary Tuttle. 
He came in 1844 to section 2. lis wife was Nancy Davis. 

John Nield (1799-1849) and wife Elizabeth (1791-1865) caine in 1844. 

aA. Sperry Northrop came to section 13 in 1842. and married Catharine 
M., daughter of William F. and Catharine Pulver Lyon, December 21, 1843. 

Patrick Ougley (1800-1870) married Catharine Chetham (1806-1877) 
and came in 1843 to section 23. 

Joseph Ellicott (1821-1885), Russell, and Sidney Wait were sons of 
Russell Wait and Mercy Booth. Joseph E. married Elvira J. (1822-1899), 
daughter of Spencer Weeks. Russell, Jr., married Adeline Herrick (1823- 
1g02). They went to California, where both died. 

Arnold Weeks (1811-1897), son of Levi Weeks and Anna Arnold, was 
born in the valley of the Mohawk. In 1832 he married Hannah, daughter of 
John Sperbeck and Anna Springstein. In 1842 he came to section 7. 

Spencer Weeks (1797-1859) was son of Samuel Weeks and Lydia 
Williams. His earlier ancestors were George,’ Waulham,? John,? Wailliam,* 
Hezckiah.®> Hence, Spencer was of the seventh generation in America. He 
married in 1817 Elvira (1798-1883), daughter of Thomas and Sophia 
Dimock. In 1843 he came to Lyons, section 4, where his ten children grew 
up to make some mark tn the history of the town and county. 


VILLAGE OF LYONS. 


The settlement at the mill soon gave promise of increase and inultipli- 
cation, and in 1843 the postoffice of Lyonsdale was established with Thomas 
Lyon, Jr., temporarily in charge. In 1846 Wilham F. Lyon and Martin O. 
Pulver equipped the saw-mill or built anew for grinding, and, with succes- 
sive improvements added, the mull is yet at work. Its ownership passed to 
John Bullen, Frank Holborn, Perez H. Merrick and William \V. Vaughan, 
Matthias Schenk and Peter Strassen, Strassen’s heirs, and to Joseph J. 
Heiligenthal. The Lyons flour long had ready sale at home and _ else- 
where, but the general transfer of flour making to the upper Mississippi val- 
lev and to the larger cities of the West. has left to this, as to many another 
mull, only local grists and feed-grinding—which 1s still enough to make the 
l.vons mull good property. 

It was known, at least as early as 1855, that the railway from lKacine 
would pass over the somewhat higher ground northward. Early in 1856 the 
track was laid from Burlington to Delavan, and thence to Beloit in the fall. 
The new station, on the northern side of section Io, is about two-thirds of 
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a mile from the imill. Lyonsdale had not yet become too unwieldly to move, 
and its business with its later increase of population gathered about the 
station, which a few years later dropped a syllable of its name. The station 
is 46.6 niles from Milwaukee and &5.2 miles from Chicago. Like other sta- 
tions on this line, it became an important shipping point for grain and live 
stock. One item of its business was for a time rather noteworthy, namely, 
that of calf-buying for the veal trade—the slaughter of innocents. It was 
not long ago told in a daily newspaper that one buyer's shipments 
ainounted to five hundred calves or carcasses vearly. Of course, these were 
of the lower grades of cattle. and were brought to the station in part from 
other towns, 

The village has about two hundred and fifty inhabitants, a bank, a hotel, 
three churches, a good school house, a convenient town-hall, and the needful 
nuinber of stores and shops. Its streets and roads are well kept and its walks 
are of concrete. Bridges, in town and village, are substantially built of tron 
and cement. The village lies on both sides of the railway, and looks every- 
where elean and homelike. The Methodist and Lutheran churches are of a 
long fannuhar stvle of village architecture, and are kept in the good order, 
outwardly, observable all about the village. The Methodist society. organ- 
ized in 1840, built its church in 1857. The Lutheran society was founded 
in T868 The Catholic parish of St. Joseph was formed in 1867 and soon 
built a chureh, which has given place, in 1910, to a larger and in every way 
finer building, of pressed brick, with stained glass windows, and all within 
and without in harmony. This parish has also a cemetery in section 15, 
abot a mile southward. 

The State Bank of Lyons was organized in 1909. with a capital of ten 
thousand dollars. owned by fifty-three stockholders, mostly residents of the 
town. Its officers were and@ite: Iedear ay W eeksapresident: Jolin \Wacnem 
vice-president: Wilbur G. Weeks, cashier; Josephine Host. assistant cashier. 
The bank has now a good building of its own, with suitable equipment for 
its business. 

The village was platted in 1868 for twenty-one proprietors: Zenas 3. 
Burk, Mrs. Ann Gampbell, Simmer Chapin, Ela Cone, lebenezer Dayton, 
James P. Frazer, .\sa C. Goodrich, Nathan Hazen, Joseph E. Host. Julius 
Host, Thomas WW. TIndson, fsaac B. Merriain, James Moran, Robert Open- 
shaw, Joseph TF. Pendleton. Charles E. Phinney. John Robilliard. John 
Strassen, Peter Strassen. A\hna Taylor, Richard B. Winsor. Mrs. Taylor 
(1792-1868), was wite of Jesse 1. Tavlor, Esq. (1793-1881). 
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NIVENGE OF SPRINGFIELD. 


The highway from Lake Geneva to East Troy, by way of the village of 
Spring Prairie. is crossed by the railway 2.8 miles west of Lyons, on the 
south side of section 7. This road was for many years, before and after a 
station was made there, an important mail route, and hence a convenient 
point for retail trade, grain and wool buying, and lumber-selling. In the mid 
seventies considerable shipments of dressed poultry were made, largely to 
Boston buvers. Changes in the industries of the county, with consequent 
effects on the business of villages, have checked the growth of Springfield, 
though it is not vet a wholly deserted village. A fire in 1910 destroyed the 
station building. After more than a vear of delay it was rebuilt, better than 
before, and this with a long line of wide cement platform shows that Spring- 
field is vet of some importance to the railway company. Amid the discontin- 
uances of small postoffices the office at this place remains as one of the fourth 
class, indispensable for local and northern service. That part of the road 
between the station and Lake Geneva, about three and one-half miles, is a 
stage and mail route on which three trips are made daily, from the lake. For 
many vears Ansel Knowles (died August 19, 1875), of Lake Geneva, made 
these trips through sunshine, rain and snow, and became well and favorably 
known to thousands of passengers. - 

The village was platted by Henry T. Fuller in 1855. There was once 
a prosperous cheese factory there. a hotel, and an Episcopal chapel, the 
service of which was supplied in turn by the clerical and lay professors from 
DekKoven Hall, Racine College. Among the more easily recalled active busi- 
ness men were Edwin Booth. Edwin Moorhouse. and Asa W. Phelps. 

Among the few events which disturbed or enlivened the quiet routine of 
Lyonese life were two which may warrant a few words here. But it should 
be understood that there were and are somewhat varving versions of both 
these affairs, namely. the Neiheisel war and the Robins bridge case. Bal- 
thazar and Barbara Netheisel (both born in 1820) came from Germany to 
section 25. and by 1860 had eight children. The father learned English but 
imperfectly, and his mind had become somewhat unsettled. <A_ traveling 
agent had gone that way, about 1859, and would not see that neither himself 
nor his goods were welcome there. A quarrel arose, incoherent except for 
some pulling. pushing, and striking, and the agent complained to Jesse Tay- 
lor, justice of the peace. A warrant for Neiheisel’s arrest was given to 
Sumner Chapin, who called Ebenezer Dayton, Rathbone R. Fellows, and 
Ralph Taylor to help him, and moved in pursuit of his plain duty. Mr. 
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Neiheisel, who seems to have understood little or nothing of the object of 
this invasion, resisted to the extent of firing on the party and wounding Mr. 
Fellows. The arrest was made, an examination held, and the poor man was 
lodged not in the jail but in the crazy wing of the county house. Rumor 
carried all this, enlarged and embellished, to other towns, and for years 
thereafter the Neiheisel war was a topic on which men might be as witty as 
they could, at the expense of the town, its local court, and its constabulary 
force. The state afterward voted a sum of money to compensate Mr. Fel- 
lows for his injury in faithful service. Two of the old man’s sons, Moritz 
and Peter Neiheisel, enlisted in the reorganized First Infantry, one of the 
most serviceable regiments of the Civil war. Moritz served three years and 
Peter until he was discharged for disability.—a record for the family worth 
remembering at Lyons and elsewhere. 

In 1873 the circuit court at its February term, after a trial by jury, en- 
tered a judgment in favor of Henry Robins against the town of Lyons for 
one thousand two hundred dollars damages and one hundred dollars and sev- 
enty-two cents costs. Mr. Robins had been hurt by or at a defective bridge 
or culvert, and his cause was taken into court by Capt. John A. Smith, of 
Lake Geneva, and Ithamar C. Sloan, of Janesville, with Dr. Benoni O. Rey- 
nolds as medico-surgieal witness. Horatio S. Winsor, of Elkhorn, appeared 
for the town. The result affected the town’s vote at assembly district elec- 
tions for several years afterward, for Smith and Reynolds were then lead- 
ers in district politics. The case seeins tro have been one in which law was 
on one side and equity on the other. The men of Lyons. at least, thought 
the injury was much overpaid by the sum awarded the sufferer. The town 
builds and maintains many bridges, now all of steel, and a similar court- 
eause 1s not likely to occur again. 

There are mune school districts, of whieh one is a joint distriet with 
Bloomfield, one with Geneva, and one with Geneva and Spring Prairie. 
The schoo] at Lyons village has two departments. 

The town receives its mail from the offices at Lyons and Springfield, and 
by two rural rontes from the first-named office. 

The county clerk's statistics for 1910 show that there were 22,619 acres 
of Jand in the town. (About five acres of section 31 1s included within the 
corporate limits of Lake Geneva, and thus subtracted from Lyons.) True 
value of land $1,514,200, or $66.95 per acre. The crop-acreage, as returned, 
was: Barley, 180: corn, 3,062; hay, 2,757: oats, 3,056; orchard, 104; po- 
tatoes, Og: rye, 99; timber, 1.7496; wheat, 172. Number and value of live 
stock: 3.049 cattle, $79,300; 602 hogs, $6.500; 697 horses, $52,300: 1.488 
sheep, S.500. Seven automobiles were valued at $1.600. 
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The several federal censuses have shown the population: 1850, 1,189; 
[SOU ee7Oml, 412. 1550, 11312: 1890, 1,328; 1900; 1,208: 1910, 


1.201, 


It is rarely that two suecessive censuses give exactly the same figures, 


as in 1870 and in 188o. 


It is quite possible that some small percentage of 


error affects all enumerations of population, and many another statistic 


statement besides. 


The villages were not enumerated separately from the 


town, but Springfield has about one-half as miany inhabitants as Lyons, 


with less present tendency to increase. 


CHAIR@IEN OF TOWN 


Reuben Rockwell____- 1844, “48. 54 
ew eicple TOV es == Wee oe 1845 
Zenas Baker Burk.--_1846, ’50, ’55 
Thomas Worden Hill_-1847, ’49, ’56 


Giranes seeancer Gillette... _- ISSI 
fa itan) i>, (head 22e 1852-3, 58-61 
Wenle seb) ayionae.-2s 74S 1857 
Ethan B. Farnum_--___- 1862, °73-4 
ata et omlston..-.......-- 1863 
Seca <i 1864-6 
Riehard Barney Winsor___---- 1867 
er iSaee ee Ope 1S08-71,0 75 


Opis Sie la waelble)@ jae 1872 
Peds dteancict Sear oo. oN IQI1 
HGsenipecitOpeewe = 22). os 1846 
iicepivelsrickticnes = 2552... Cope 
hMalenune brownie. 2o25-~._ 1880-1 
Peas baker Burk-2- =. __ 1849, 51-2 
i eslex Tonn Canipbell=___._ 1868-71 
Merwe remem 1845 
one Osh 1885 
Svrhanm Cs DodFes____....- 1887-90 
No sd 1868-71, °75 


a unO elec 1873 


BOARD. 


John Brown 
Wilham Meadows_1876-8, ’84, ‘94-5 
Oc iveeesinith.. 2220 c ok 1882-3 
Joseph Holcamp_-_'85-6, ‘92, 1901-2 
Charles Spoor_1887, ’93-4, ’’99-1900 
John Greenwood Meadows__ 1888-90 


Seno age racy. 2552 alee 1891 
eiomie, Parléyi@2es2-. "OQ-11 
Wrlliaime€, Dodge --2--_2__ 1903-4 
i tatiemeseneller sol 2 2. oo. 1905-6 
Osea, Schacter. 925222 = 1907-8 
Hie dmeeatChelets 2 00 70 ose ee 1912 


iad i, hatniii.2e oso Ope 
imurwer -Farnutniscoos 2 of es] 1844 
eben Ores a= ee eee 1854 
Ezra B. Fowlston_---- 1853, '62. 64-5 
imemmnard biiese 22222225 222 I1QOI-2 
i tures Gctliaa ae 1QOO 
(Gremics: Leander Gillette, 2 222- 1852 
Pedieemy \\ . Gott eee 2 1896-7 
Dimiewel. Iland oso eso2 laa 1854 
[Reeeembeitl: 2.» SS ee 1844 
fo-con ticleanip -2-- 2-242. — 1882-4 
Basten). OS tae eee ee 1867 
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Erasius Humphrey 2222 2e=2= 1846-7 
Roswell Pembroke Humphrey__1857 
Spencer E. Jolinson_’55, ‘58-60, ‘62-3 


Cyrus Wi io tee oe 1850 
Eitan Siniey is eee eee 1845 
Martin WW. Ninny eee ee eee 1874 
Plemm BR ledcke see ee er 1848 
\emion © Legis ares aoa. = 1908 
Aucust ucdike = aeons == IQIO-II 
(seorees Se Mialsch a2 ae= 1903-4, “O09 
Otc iiller wees ee ee eee OWE: 
Edward Moorhouse --.--__~-- 1873 
David Ol pies. te ae eee 1877-8 
RODGits CKO = ee eee eee 1905 
Daniel e\cer ae ee 18.49 
at iChO WV ONVGTS ee eee 1861 
Richard Powers 2.2 22-22 -.- 1886 
Ciiricvan Prasch == ooaee 1874, 79-81 
VOM TASC) 2.25 eee ete 1866 
liipee tase! 22. eee 1861 
enc” | eNO be lea oheta) amen 1856, ‘58-60 
iescpir@urcley 2-2 422 ees = 1876-8 
Peis Cad. ame 1850-1 

TOWN 
Mews MP eriis 2222-25-22 i844 
AMOS Winey... 2 = ee 1845 
Solomon Champlin Burdick____— 1846 
Zebina biouonten: =o ese 1847-8 
MME Eis oy On eee 18.49 
GU golbs eit Ih eee ea 1850-1 
Lorenzo. von onda. 1852-3 


Mr. Lyon became chief justice of the Wisconsin supreme court. 
Burdick was later of Linn, and Mr. Houghton of Elkhorn. 
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Frank I. Riggs 2232e— =e 1893-5 
Joseph F. Schacter 22. == === 1903-4 
Frank Scheller 2. Sea. oer 1898-9 
Joel B. Snuth -2-- 23322 1875 
Charles Spoat 22222 aaeeee 1885-6 
Dr. John Stacy_-. == 1847 
Charles Stoeht 2-2. =a 1906-7 
Cyrus P. Taylor 1866-7 
William A. Towsleel2 2222228 1864-5 
Thomas Tracy 22222252 s=—o—— 1882-4 
Lester $.°Vantine 22222. === 1853 
August Vorpageli222s2= eee 1891 
Charles VYorpacel 222 22aaeeem 1896-7 
Julius Vorpagel_ 1892-5, ‘98-9, 1901-2 
JohmeAV a@ier 2-22-22 eee 1887-90 
Russell Byatt ~2.22252--_- 1855-7, 63 
G.4¥ ernan Weeks. 22-2 oe 1876 
Legas Spencer \Veeks.2__= 28 18.48 
ain Wee WV ceksee a seen 1900 
Willard EF. Weeks______- 1905-8, ‘10 
Thomas Ey \Vilcox=5--_- 52s 1892 
Absalonp Willaims 2222.22 See 1891 
CLERKS. 

Nee GalGODUNCl aot. .e a 1854 
Thomas B. Bullen _-___-.____ 1855-6 
Zenas Baker butk.---=.- oa 1857-7 

Wesley Jolin Cainpbell______ 1879-90 
Ceopee Vernon Wi ccks.__ Soa 189Q1 
Willian G. Fowlston..--__.- 1892-3 
[ewes ee allip bell awa ae 1894-1912 


Mir. 
The Campbells 


were father and son. Alr. Fowlston was a soldier of the war for Cuba Libre, 


1898, 
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TOWN TREASURERS. 


JEM eI Hc) SWI 86) 00g eee ee 1844 
CE AOS). 0) ee 1845-6, 54, 56 
(iiercueLpimpitey <5 22.22 1847-8 
(Weuee CoIMige 2-2 Se se 1849 
JPN TS ee gt hc re 1850-2 
Nealain Porbes 2.22252 5- 2 1853 
(Cipene leis s 5-5... 1855 
ieee (ekelbioms= oo SS 1857 
Sinem Clap a5. - 2. S 1858-9 
Rathbone Ro iellows_-=_..-_- 1860-7 
oko) 0) lac 5 ee 1868-70 
Pirate miveed eo ac2S-.-2s052 1871 
ChalesmGrmitenlvec 22.240 iS 1872 
eocemimlsehtletones. 2... 22 1873 
Pema Good Wile 1874 


CgOrve, >) loliiess =o — eee 1875 
Johimuiiiels 22. = eee cee ae 1876-80 
iltic SS 1Ost’ hase eee 1881-4 
igcepnd... Planderss222-— 1885-7, ‘92 

95 
@RiGe Ole ea es = 1888-90, *93 
inlGieeenGly O22 ack eee 18Q1 
Bone Coles 2c20 02. ee 1894 
immcenc Wodge ~22 22522082 1896-7 
iy inphanop G. Weeks.-.-_--.-.- 1898 
IPGnileiee hed = 22-2282 1899-1900 
Imreg@enick ¥ Orparel ______ IQOI-7, II 
Prabi@wIeeS 225 ee 1908-10 
ecewmeny erhalenssi2. 2222-25 19 pO 


JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 


Seva swane Men 22200. 1860-1 
Phedehickisatcielet= 22. .= IQO4-11 
Meio CCl) pa 1860-7 
HG Ai hig 8 {0)0 6 1859-60 
James Elverton Brett____1894-1900, 

04-8, ’10-12 
Zenas Baker Burk____1852-80, ‘82-95 
Wesley John Campbell______ 1879-90 
Siepiien «. Chappell-—____-_- 1864-5 
ECan) Jee) i 1874-5 
(SCoUNe ne dae hg (aoe 1885-90 
Pott. Carus 2. 1870-1, 74-5 
Joseph Taylor Flanders___1895-1901 
Iemerson Ralph Gibbs_____~_ 1874-87 


Giraicsia. Fiealey 22-22 225_ 1895-6 
John Greenleaf Meadows___--_ 1903-7 
Cilecwer  Ceven aaa aaa. 1893-1910 
1 CS se y-c) aye 9 ee se are 1878-82 
IcMineoy ne SpOGreas 2. 2h les. 1863-6 
Joseph Alfred Strassen_._-__- 1903-4 
i2etme GB. Powslee.25 0 -_.. 1880-5 
William Underwood ---------- IQOI 
Hcodore \Vecks: 2222s 1892-5 
Absalom Willams .-_._.._._ 18Qi-2 
ome DD. \Williains-—=-—- 1897-1900 
beemy c\. \Williams222 285 1902 
G@itenles 0.) itsOr -22255-5— 1907-11 


Rev. Benedict J. Smeddineck (1820-1881), then of the parish of St. 
Francis de Sales, Lake Geneva, came -in 1868 to organize twelve families of 
ILvyons as the congregation of St. Joseph. and began at once to build its 


church. 


This was a frame building, thirty-two by forty-eight feet. floor 
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dimensions, at an outlay of one thousand seven hundred dollars; and a par- 
sonage, ten by twenty-four feet, was built beside it. Father Smeddinck, a 
builder of churches, divided his time for four vears between the parishes of 
Lake Geneva and Lyons. For twelve years from 1872 service was supplied 
at Lyons by priests at New Muenster (St. Alphonsus), at Lake Geneva, and 
by Capuchin fathers at Milwaukee. Among those from St. Alphonsus were 
that well tried soldier of the Cross, Rev. Franz Xavier Pfaller (1831-1892), 
and Rev. Leonard Blum. Rev, August Gardthaus was resident priest from 
1884 to 1888, after whom came Rev. Charles Drees, under whose direction a 
school house was built at cost of seven hundred dollars. Rev. William Lette | 
came in 1890, staving two years. After a short vacancy service was resummed 
by Rev. Cyrus Kufner, who came from Milwaukee on alternate Sundays, be- 
ginning in March, 1873. Rev. John Diebold, an eminent scholar and author, 
became resident priest from 1894. In his pastorate a new parsonage was 
built at cost of one thousand two hundred dollars. Rev. Henry John Norf- 
hage served at the altar from 1898 to 1902. 

Rev. Frederick J. Hillenbrand was sent here from Kenosha in July, 1903, 
and the next year a new school house, its cost three thousand dollars, replaced 
the old one. Under direction of two Sisters of the Order of St. Francis, 
forty pupils are taught in all the study courses of the eight grades of public 
schools and instruction in the German language is given to such as wish it 
In 1910 a wholly new church was built at expense of twelve thousand five hun 
dred dollars and furnished at nearly one thousand dollars. The parish now 
has about fifty families, among which are some of the most substantial of the 
township. 

In 1856 a mission was established in section 34, a nearly five-ntile ride 
due southward from the village, and was named St. Kilian’s. Its service was 
for long supplied by Rev. Carl Josef Franz Schraudenbach and others of New 
Muenster, occasionally by priests of Lake Geneva. and for the last quarter- 
century by those of Lyons. The parish has about twenty families of Lyons 
and Bloomfield. lather Hillenbrand, a well-trained and true servant of the 
church, goes to the little chapel in the fields every Sunday, Jet the weather be 
what it may. 

The Methodist Itpiscopal society of Lyons was organized early and a 
church was built at the village in 1857. The names of the earlier clergy are 
not clearly shown, but those of Joseph C. Parks, Aurora Callender. and Joseph 
M. Walker, without dates, are followed, with occasional vacancies or uncer- 
taintics, by those of John H. Hazeltine, 1858-9: John Edwin Grant, 1861-2; 
W.. Carver, 1863: G. A. Smith. 1S6ses3 Willtanr Sturees, 1666-7. Williaa 
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Averill, 1868; 5. MI. Merrill, 1869; Andrew J. Mead, 1871; Joseph Hayden 
Jenne, 1872; Gideon W. Burtch, 1873; Samuel C. Thomas, 1874-6: Rossiter 
C. Parsons, 187—: Alonzo Mansfield Bullock, 1880: John Iloward Brooks, 
1881-2; Wilson J. Fisher, 1883-5: George W. White. 1886-7; I. M. Wolver- 
ton, 1888-9; William R. Mellott, 1890-1; Robert Davidson, 1892; Mark A. 
Drew, 1895-7; Orlando P. Christian, 1898; John J. Lugg, 1899-1900; Edgar 
J. Symons, 1901-3; George Kenneth McInis, 1905-7; Jeremiah H. Hicks, 
1808 ; David N. Phillips, 1909; Forest H. Woodside, 1910. 


POSTMASTERS. 


Postmasters at the old village of Lyons were Thomas Lyon, Dr. John 
stacy, William Fletcher Lyon, Lathrop Bullen, Seth P. Hall. After 1856 
were Ebenezer Nicodemus White, Hamilton D. Brown, Wesley John Camp- 
bell, Giles G. Reeve, Peter Strassen, Jr., 1885, Horace Cole 1889, Andrew P. 
Prasch 1893, Joseph A. Strassen 1896, Dwight H. Cole 1897, Thomas H. 
Wilcox 1902, Joseph A. Strassen 1909. From 1893 to her death in 1896 
Cecile Aurelia Cole, daughter of Horace and Aurelia Celestine (Pendleton) 
Cole. performed the work of the office. 

At Springfield the postmasters recalled were Edwin Booth, Ethan B. 
Farnum. Edward Moorhouse, Asa K. Phelps, Harry C. Olp, John Abbott. 


CHa inh Se. 
TOWN OF RICHMOND. 


Town 3 north, range 15 east, was at first included in largest Elkhorn. 
At an extra session of the territorial Legislature by an act dated August 18, 
1840, this town was made a part of Whitewater. Five months later, Janu- 
ary 12, 1841, it was set off as the town of Richmond. Among the first-comers 
to the town were Thomas and T. Perry James and Robert Sherman, from 
Richmond, Washington county, Rhode Island, and their influence, just then, 
was sufficient to place another Richmond in the field of American geography. 

Glacial action left the town of uneven surface, but not more so than other 
towns. The high ground of eastern Whitewater is continued through north- 
eastern Richmond and thence irregularly southeastward to the state line in 
Bloomfield; but it nowhere becomes hills. A large part of Rock Prairie, its 
elevation eight hundred and ninetv-four feet above sea-level. lies in the south- 
western part of the town. Turtle lake, its greatest length about one mile and 
average width about one-third of a mile, lies at the meeting of sections II, 
12, 13, 14. There are small glacial lakes, or large pot-holes, one each in sec- 
tions 4. 9, 10. Turtle creek. the onlv noticeable stream in the town, flows 
from its lake southwardly with double curvature to Delavan, where it turns 
westward and with another sigmoid flexure crosses Darien and thence to the 
Rock. In its course through Richmond it crosses sections 14, 23, 26, 35. 36. 
It is bordered by a large marsh, now about to be reclaimed. 

There was an incipient village, with postoffice. at the southwest corner 
of Whitewater, where a town-line road meets a county-hne road. It was 
named Utter’s Corner, and its church was and is on the Richmond side of the 
two highways. There is a church, a well-kept cemetery, a store, and a post- 
office—named Richmond, at a meeting of roads in section 17—but as yet no 
village there. Not a mile of railway, either steam or electric, touches the 
town, but the roads to Delavan and Whitewater are excellent. and Richmond 
trade is of appreciable value to both of those cities—and by delivery routes 
from each it receives mail. 

Vhere are eight school districts. one jointly with Sugar Creek and one 
with Whitewater. The interests of public education here as in the other 
towns have always been influenced and direeted by men and women who know 
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well the true foundation of an .\meriean community. Manual work, busi- 
ness, and religious organization are indispensable: but the .\merican child 
receives its first and lasting impulse toward fellow-eitizenship in the sehool 
room and on the school play ground. 

Morris F. Hawes left Michigan in 1837 and coming by way of Chicago 
and the valley of Rock River reached section 1, .\ugust Ist, and thus began 
the eivilization of Richmond. He also bought in seetion 3. In the same year 
Perkins S. Childs came to seetion 17, Thomas James to seetion 34, Andrew 
and Arthur Stewart to section 33. The next vear brought Joseph Conipton 
and Charles Hamilton to section 5, George E. James to section 33, T. Perry 
James to section 34. Ira Sanborn (1805-) and Cyrenus Waileox to section 5, 
and John Teetshorn to seetion 6. 

William Campbell, Joseph and James Gorham Huinphrey. Isaae and 
Stephen Keech, Simeon W. Newbury, Joseph Prentice. and Anderson Whit- 
ing came in 18309, settling on sections 5, 6, 7, 18. 

In 1840 and thereaiter; among the advance guard were Gilbert S. Able- 
man, John Almy (1791), Varnum Arnold, John Arvedson (1798-), John 
Balfour, Albert Barton, Elijah Belding, Harrison Bishop (in 1844). Silas 
Bishop, John Allison Bowen, Joseph and Wilham Bowman, Andrew and 
Richard Bradt, James Cameron (1803-1879), William Carpenter, David <A. 
Christie, John Clague (1802-1886), Charles Claxton. Robert MI. Cockrell, 
David and James Compton, Asa Congdon (died 1850), Warren Congdon, 
James Connelly (1817-). James Cotter, Daniel Cross (1794-1878) and wite 
Merey, Christopher J. Dockstader, Freeman Emerson, Morris Ensign, Solo- 
mon I‘inch (1809-1882), Jones Gage (1789-1868), Emery and [rving Gage, 
Jared Hall (1813-), Joseph Hall (1802-1878), Wailham Hatton, Henry C. 
Hemenway, Henry Hess (1817-), Lewis J. Higby, Seth Hill (1781-1858), 
Kinner Hollister, Elisha Hlulce. Jasper and Norman Humphrey, Fenton and 
William Hurd, Joseph FE. Irish. Amos Ives (1823-1896). Horace James, .\lvah 
B. and Peter Johnson, Lyman Jones, Horaee B. Kinne, John langley (1818- 
1865). John Langworthy, John Lester, five Loomers, Abram G. Low (1818-), 
Henry MeCart (died 1847), James MleNay, Thomas Al. Martin, James Mat- 
thews, Andrew Mills. Edward Mitchell (1809-1890), James Moffatt, Ambrose, 
Robert (1810-1869). and Sylvester Moore. Charles J. and John C. Morgan, 
Elisha Newell, George Osborne, Joshua Parish, William Patterson (1806- 
1873), George W., Lemuel and Zebulon Pail, John and Richard Pemberton, 
Oliver Perkins (1&800-), Harvey Prentiss (1821-), Benjamin, Jolin and 
Nathan Rand. Edwin M. Rice. James Robinson (1814-), Alexander Rowley, 


(25) 
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James Sanford, George, Joseph, Oliver H.. and Peter Smith, Henry Grover 
Sinith (1810-), Nathaniel C. Smith (1796-1878). Isaac Spicer, Samuel Stew- 
art, Rial H. Thomas, Russell Thurber, Jr., Silas J. Weaver, Alden, Daniel 
Tenney, Joseph R.. and William Wilkins—four brothers. or, father and three 
sons. 

Elijah Belding, also named among settlers of Darien. married, April 18, 
1839, Mary, daughter of Thomas James and Doreas Perry. 

Perkins Silver Childs (1811-1848) left widow Lydia A. (1818-1874). 
David Christie (1812-1893) married Jane Stewart (1822-1896). Joseph 
Compton (1808-1895) married Lucina (1806-1868), a sister of Kinner 
Hollister. 

Charles Claxton (1817-1902). son of John Claxton and Mary Turner, 
married in 1837 at London, Mary Ann (1813-1884), daughter of Benjamin 
aid Martha Quinton. They came in 1845 to section 9. He left a widow 
named Laura A. He had two daughters: Mary Ann, wife of Robert Knilans, 
and Martha M., wife of Josephus Borst. 

Warren Congdon (1820-) came from Rhode Island to section 26. He 
inarried, August 20, 1845, Mary Ann Kenyon. In 1860 they were of Delavan 
village. 

Christopher J. Doekstader (1810-1901) married Eliza Ann Nelson 
(1814-). 

Lewis John Higby was in 1837 for a short time a partner with the Rock- 
wells in the settlement of Flkhorn. He bought land in section 5, Richmond, 
but he may never have left Milwaukee. 

IKinner [follister (1783-1850) was son of Isaae Hollister and Catharine 
Newcomb. In tSo5 he married Mary, daughter of Lemuel Winchell. Two 
sons, Cyrenus Newcomb and Lemuel, came to Darien. 

James Gorham Humphrey (1806-1869) married Adeline Barber. He 
was grandson of Ebenezer [lumphrey and [Lucey Robbins, and son of Joseph 
(1782-1864) and wife Tlannah Enos. Joseph died at \Wlutewater. 

Alvah Beeeher Johnson and Lyman Jones were settlers in Darien. 

Senjamnin, Jonathan and Stephen, with Samuel Loomer of Lagrange. 
were brothers. Joseph Ilenry Loomer was son of Benjamin and Eunice. 
Leonard Loomer married his unele Jonathan's daughter Asenath. He was a 
son of Stephen. All these were born in Nova Seotia, and came early to 
\Wisconsin. 

John Rand (1&tg-1898) was son of Benjanun and Sarah. He married 
saraly S . dauchterot pempaminy aid [tiniceeamer, 
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Isaac Spicer (1815-1888) married, August 3. 1846. Mary Alice, daughter 
of Samuel Loomer. 

Rial H. Thomas (1821-1904) married Mary (1823-1898), daughter of 
Josiah Jackson and Anna Case. He afterward bought a farm in section 8, 
Sugar Creek, near Millard. 

Silas ]. Weaver (1807-1864) and wife Sarah Jackson (1809-1865) came 
to section 24. He Jett sons, themselves now old citizens. 

The Nova Scotian settlers in the northwestern quarter of the county 
formed a somewhat noteworthy group. They were all of New England or- 
igin, and all born in or near Cornwallis. Thev chose good farms and made 
them profitable: they were very much intermarried and their other alliances 
have related them widely: and their sons and grandsons were not wanting in 
time of war. Their best known family names are Bigelow, Ells, Loomer, 
Newcomb. Rand and Weaver. The late Simon Newcomb, one of the most 
eminent of modern astronomers, was of Nova Scotian birth, and imust have 
had kindred of some not remote degree of cousinship in the county. 

In 1755 about seven thousand French inhabitants about the basin of 
Minas, near the head of the bay of Fundy. were deported and their homes 
made public domain. In 1760 and for a few vears thereafter mien and fami- 
lies to the number of about three thousand six hundred left Connecticut and 
eastern Long Island to make the depeopled province an English-speaking and 
Protestant colony; and thus Grand Pré and its neighborhood became Corn- 
wallis, Horton, and Avlesford, in the county of Kings. The lJand-hungrv 
grandchildren of these pioneers began within fifty vears their westward move- 
ment, by way of New Brunswick and New England, and their trail now long 
ago reached the Pacific coast. where it turned northward and southward, 
toward Alaska and Mexican California. Tvangeline Land never, as far as 
known, becaine the home of the Tory exiles of the closing years of the Aimer- 
ican Revolution, many of whom went without their famuhies to Halifax or its 
vicinity and some of whoin returned twenty or more years later. 

A Methodist society was formed at Utter’s Corner in 1852, of which little 
is now known. Another society was formed at Richinond centre about 1854. 
Its church was built in 1872. About that time, or earlier, its pastor was Ira 
S. Eldredge, after whom, with some omissions, perhaps, were Charles I. 
Goldthorp in 1875; Thomas Potter, 1878; David O Sanborn, 1883; Witham 
Thomas Millar. 1884; Robert Davidson, 1890; Thomas fl. Garvin, 1891; 
Alfred Pomfret, 1892; John Carson Lang, 1895; Willan: Dawson, 18908; 
Isaac Johnson, 1899; John Milton Judy, 1go1. Ft is not unlikely that the 
pastors at Heart Prairie supplied some of the vacancies. 
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Richmond contains 22.538 acres of land, valued at $1,339,600. 
The crrop acreage for 1910 was: Barley, 2,999; corn 


value, $59.43 per acre. 


COUN Ty. 


WHSOON SiN: 


Average 


3.3909; hay, 2.770; oats, 1,660; orchard, 57: potatoes, 76; rye 25 atime, 


2124; what, 30. Oi iiverstock 


pH Bt ee 


Bm teste) 


2,273 cattle, 950.100, Si -Gonico. 


$13,000: 463 horses. $35.900: 390 sheep, $1,200. 

At the several federal censuses the population of the town was: 1850, 
7Aj 2 1860, 1,016; 1870, 1,017; 1880, 882; 1800, 799; 1900; 770, aie w Gs. 
There is a noticeable Richmond element in the population of the city of Dela- 


van, as well as in the western states. 


There are six schoo] districts wholly within the town, a joint district with 
Sugar Creck, and one with Whitewater. 

The first election was held April 5, 1842, at the house of Perkins Silver 
Childs, which then did duty as a tavern, and town officers were chosen. 


CHAIRMEN OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 


(olin: Veetsion 2222 1842- “47 
Henias «.| ANNs a= a ee eer ee 1843-4 
Vauics Colter. =— =a 1845-6 
HOM ke Geico; eee Ss 1848 
Anderson Whiting_--_ 1849-50, °56-9 
Nac Otewieal ish. 2.22 eee 1851-2 
losepiiglt., Dishes = See. =. 1853 
Joseph anew Only = ae. ame 1854 
cI WiteolOiuime! ices] = ae 1855 
}hisha ilulee_-..-—- 1861, °63, ‘68-y 
william Watterson. —2 22 eee a= 1862 
GCORE GeO Ti = =e 1864-5. 70 
holiienle 1cvansa2222 1800-7 
Benjamin B. Freeman... -- 1871-2 
Wilhamvileninlais See 1873-4 

76, “78-81 

ASSOCIATE 
Varian 2Nrold ase Gg eee Oy 
John Qe alto ie 1849 
Thomatsieinehant oo oe 1871 
Kichant ooke: = = 1878 
l‘rederick’ hrotz 4 222 ee [909 


‘Andrew Ws, Stevattss2e2 =a 1882 
POS NGS. oo ee 1883-4 
Steplieneliee Siaithie. |i eee 1885 
[Aiea ieee ene eee 1886-7 
SASS UNG ER yy ial oh ey ge i cfs ee ee 1889-90 
Jolie per 2. eos = ee 1So1i-2 
pausiin, Ke Lancley 2oeo eee 1893-5 
Pennell dl kiiisve 2s = =a 1896-7 
Ohman Oeliievees eee 1898-1gO1 
Gyicee ie | alo oe ae 1902-4 
TOM aeMln Megara = oe ae 1905, O08 
RE) Be | arm C20) en ero -906-7 
loan anaviScat2 = 22s 1909-10 
v\ (lianas 1 cetshori =e IQ11-12 


SUPERVISORS, 


George sie = oe 1860, ‘68-9 
JOsepithibrown- 5-55. 22a 1866 
Val enone Calkiiis. oo ae 1895 
Davie eC linstic: 2 Jian... 1851 


Andrent@ lane. see. = see 1855 
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|B{el Hy e000 90) Vin Ol Felt ee 1870-1 
N olene) EU aX OLE hg team eee eee eae ene IgiO 
Jecciaure yual gre) te aeons = er IQOI 
ited CON ehcess = = eee. 1874 
iidieshe piel 222s. eee i848 
edoag MW. Wavis 2-22-25 1905-7 
Christopher J. Dockstader_-_--- 1852 
Peete: Mah goo 18&9 
Soromen imc 2=-----2— = 1858-9, '63 
Benjamin .6, freeman-2-2=- - 2 1873 
pais Ce = ee 1898 
Wee: (eatsage- 2226 e2 2 ee 1900 
IIe G let ae ate ee sh 1888-9 
Ose phieiclipe see sa 1847 
Obert eller tise. —.-2oc255 1902-4 
Puetenick flarrison 2.12222 5 1893-4 
PWOrns Malt aawess 25.24 (S44 
Wiis mee ss\ a a i874 
Pitot se. Molbrook-..-_ 22 18go-1 
oum Eiolbroolk 22... -s 5-2 1864 
Neaniy Holbrook _...-..-_-- 1856-7 
iishasiimice 22-4. 1849. 53-4 
Smite TiMices. 2 ae 1892-3 
Ocenia iuipiney —=22222202— 1842-4 
HG epimees | histes2 222 Sas bo 1850 
AOU} O1 ol EG aa ee 1878-80 
Gecreen Hidines=-222_2---_—— 1857 
Thomas Perry James__1847, 53. ‘81 
Thomas O. Johnson_-~-1895-6, 1900 
OAS G Vig 6 9g ae IQUI-I2 
eon ton Ga weltio eran. fae 1gO9 
[ee Ga) Cos (¢) Loy 29 
FiOmceshainies =. ..-.-- 22 1845 
Pigiamo te Wawhences_._._ — 1858-9 
oie itiewleo. gee- 2 __- 1856 
Giestemeeuiial ve. 2-_--.---— 1853 


Duncan NMicFarland 


George NicFarland 


MuilhamNlack 22232222 1869 
eimiiett 1. WMUason se == eae 1862 
rant eeeitchell 2 see ee 1886 
HOcerlie Gay itCncli= = see 1882, ‘99 
[SOberie OMe... 6. = seam i851 
Sevestet OoTe: 4.20.2 ee 1848 
PDert ae OTse...2c2 52 1862, ‘65-6 
Chartes. 31. Wlorse.22 288 ea loou 
Olivet lesona2- 5 ee 1890, 
1905-7, 10-11 
Oligeim JCIOCK: a 2225 eee i881 
WiliomMPatterson 222222522 1842-3 
oiitieecinerton 2242 se = (862-3, 67 
SMP IMNOW <2 32 es weeny ST 19OI 
(onimiiper 2.28. oe oe a 1887-8 
ewgeesaXe 22-22 eee. Sec! 187 
(aise. Seatlesss 220 2 (884-5 
ecepne oinith s2eeeo2 Se oe ley 5 
CO) op ete bs Rona ghd g epee are ane ween ae (854-5 
Sew SHithe aaa eee 1870 
Siege lake oiith eee 1850, ’60-1 
jams Steencon 222... 5s oo. 1875 
Sanur sewant 2 22-522. 2 2 (845-6 
lames OMF Stewart._..-_.__. (896-7 
oiatn Jt sate wattesss)—o . 1885-6 
iletry 7\) tole see sae oe 1868, “82 
Feicust Stork ~22 222 1902-4, '08, *12 
ieoive Stiittevint 222 22-2] 1872 
ens by Vayi@neae ons oe 1887 
Prorniany KR. Taylor oo.s2 1876-7, ‘79 
hocatio N. leeishotie.sssgeee 1846 
leoiis leetshor 226... 204 1880, “84 
allimin i. Pcetshor 225 ee 1&99 
Rall © Tonias2c 22 eee I&g1-2 
feugene AV ebber 222 2s aaa 1897-8 


WALWORTILD COUNTY, 


WISCONSIN: 


TOWN CLERKS. 


oo 

\sa Consdet 3425.2 eee 1842-4 
John AWBowe === 1845-6 
Jacobo, iis a eee ee 1847-8 
‘tonn, Lavelle, 2 ae 1849, 60-2 
Witham J ish eee === 1850, §52-3 
Stephenie Siighieeee ee Hos ies 7 
Iorasttis le or het aera re 1854-5 
DCM [AIT en eye lee ee Sn 1856 


John AIL. levans_-~'58-9, 63-4, ‘68-71 
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George Myron Holbrook__ 1889-1912 
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NIUE: SO\Wwels 2c... oe eee 1863 
TOS Cp Sa all lies eee ee S64 
Leet Ones 3225622. IS65 
biciry 2\. Stolle ese eee 1866 
ilesha teal oles. === eee 1867 
Sianey LieSnith..... 1868 
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Julius 1D Spickermidia= sm Peo. 77 
Calvin Graham Sperry_--1871, °74-5 
obert Within 22.2 1872-3 
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George \ivron Holbrook =_2 == 1887 
Bian en OCo ae 2a) os eee 1888 
Sigticeenilansees eee ee 1889-1900 
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Chats yaaleulea retice 222 ee 1892 
Jol eae piensa 2s 1893-4 
NAVINONE Sy emeeeivbertOi.— jo 22 18y5 
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(GeersenGOodSen 225-2222. — = POO7-o0 salitred: Thompson 22.—ea—a a= IQII 
Fehrs eit el Cue el eee TOOC etlue. la-\nderson — ee ee igo whee 


VOUSTCES OF Tir PEACE. 


ENOL CAMIDIC, 22 Soo be 1 890-4 
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(Georeer licesenro es) = aa 1875-6 
OO Cla ea er eee 1905-8 
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James Conley rs - 2 = 1872-3, °83-4 
Slwamm.Dassone. 2222 1899-1900 


Albert B. Gage_1885-8. 91-2, ‘97-1912 


Giaunceva ls Gave. 224523 1886-97 
POS ye limbs (aCe. soos ee 1877 


PeuUi es TaISee ee a2 1907-8 


isco Uae ees eee 1859-62 
anes larder vess22 2. = seme 1874-5 
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Sidseb, eOWes 225. 1875-6 
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Katee | aylor_2200 025 1898, 1904 
@rspmegles \\est 222 see 1865-70 
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TOWN OF SHARON. 


Town 1 north, range 15 east, was set off from older Delavan, March 21, 
1843, and was named from the town of Sharon in Schoharie county, New 
York. Next westward is Clinton, Rock county, and southward are Chemung 
and Leroy. in JIfinois. As a whole the town is one of the highest above sea- 
level in the county, but with noticeable difference between highest and lowest 
ground. Small branches of Turtle creek drain the northern and western sides 
of the town, and the Piskasaw comes into section 24 from \Walhworth, runs 
across sections 25 and 36 to find its way across McHenry and Boone counties 
to the Rock. Two small mill-powers were once afforded by the south branch 
of the Turtle. in sections 6 and 7. Generally, the town compares favorably 
with the finest towns of the county as to the fertihty of its soil. Its timber 
supply, mostly burr oak, was never great, though locally usetul. 

The land area of Sharon 1s 22.498 acres. Crop acreages for 1910 were: 
Barley, 2.67y: heets, 20: cOrn, 4,561; har, 3,384.5 oats, 2.251; orchard, 70; po- 
tatoes, 116; rve, 58; tunber, 962; wheat, 71. Returns and value of live stock: 
3,500 cattle, $89,000; 1.355 hugs, $16,800; 942 horses, $65,900; 2 mules, 
S209; 500 sheep, $1,500. Value of land with improvements $2,108,600 or 
$93.72 per acre: of village property $720,200. 

Population of the town, at the several federal enumerations : 1850, 1,169; 
1860, 1,081; 1870, 1.865; 1860, 1,956; 1890, 1.160: 1900. 1.127; 1910, ese 

John Reader caine late in 1836 to seetion 27 and broke ground in the 
spring of 1837. In the fall he brought |his wife and child from the east, but 
settled on section 18 of Walworth. Other early comers were Myron Auehain- 
paugh to section 10; James [. Bell, 30; David J. Best, 17; John Billings, 9: 
Dearborn Blake, 28; Henry A. and Isaac R. Case, 14: Augustus Conder, 26; 
John Kirby, 33; Gideon Langdon, 13; Darius B. Mason, 13; James McConkey, 
1: EC. Lb. Reynolds, 36; Alan Alonzo Southard. 33; John H. Topping, 2: 
Win. D. Van Nestrand, 33; Nlichael Wan Winter) 17: \\illianny Van \Womner 


ave 


eo he >» . 


re) 
Buyers at the land office were Pliny Allen, sections 6, 31; William P. Al- 
len, 302 Jolin Auehampaugh, 9g: James Barnes, 32; Valentine Bassert, 27; 


Ralph Bentley, 33; Harvey Pirchard, 27; James Boorman, 12, 13: Philander 
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Pi eee oreioeem Carey, once, Willian Case; 12. 1.4: Cys Chapnian, 31: 
Georctenie! mip Clapper. 7.015, George Cline, 15; Stephen. Corey. 19: 
James Cox, S: Henry@@mnirous Darrow, 5; Ira Davis, 32; Edmund Daws, 1, 
tome et ote Ody ce temlenis Dciiisest. Gilbert L. Douglass, 34: Charles G, 
Ieveris Os Cvtus larnsworth, gw; Tlonias Featherstone. 24; Walter llans= 
Papo sO avidelye\\ er prance, o.  lloli lrance, 29; Isaac Freer, 34; Aaron 
Gile. 30; Elijah Gile, 20; Andrew J. Hanna, 3; Fulton Harvey. 36; John 
Brooks Gastiiess 4 len S. Haywver, 35: James Herron, |r., 29: Mlanning 
heeodramcovsraetiis fark |onessee Peter Nolb, 15; \Wilham WNitely, 9: 
Divi ieavelackiine co @7cpulone Vay lorellee28; Idueh Long, 3. 14: Elisha 
McCollister. 32: Jolin Mallev, 24: Albin Matteson, 24: John J. Nereness. 3; 
Philip Merrill, 19; Theron Miner, 5. 6, 7: Robert Kennedy Morris, 26, 27. 28: 
Martin O'Connor, 6; Lemuel Ormsby, 8; Eli and Wilham Pramer. 19; David 
ele cll Wecdmeec ical) Salisoliy, 20, = ewitt C. Seaver, 9; lyman H. 
Semegmeewletiner ocliilt, 360, LiordeerGe onith, 36; Jedidialh Sinith. 107 
Melsomestor 25 faites \\. suidter.27. Enke Taylor. 3: George Treat, 36; 
Gardner Udell, 36; Martin Wan Alstyne, 34, 35: John V. Walker, 10; Nor- 
man Spencer Way. 5: Lewis Weeks, 23; John and Michael Weiss, 27; Wul- 
Panieee cisco. cyrus L, \\ icon, e4axid Wilcox, 22. 30; Joh AVil- 
liams. 28; Marvin Wilson, 24: George Winter, 17: Robert Young, 13; Adam 
Ziunpaugh, 11. 

Pliny Allen (1788-1868). one of five brothers who founded Allen 
Grove. was not nearer than cousin, if related at all, to William P. Allen, who 
was son of John Allen, of Jefferson county. New York. 

James Earle Bell married Chloe Electa Van Nostrand, June 6, 1841. 

Dearborn Blake married Esther Van Ostrom, January 8, 1843. 

James Cox married, December 11, 1858, Minerva, daughter of Alfred 
Viles and Thankful Norton. 

Ira Davis (1805-1893) married Elizabeth A. Stevens (1820-1896). 

Henry Dennis (1813-1897) married Margaret Smith (1820-1898). 

Cyrus Farnsworth (1807-1895) was burned in his son's, Joseph MI. 
Farnsworth’s, house in Darien. 

Thomas Featherstone (1816-1863) married Catherine Pramer, Novem- 
ber 3, 1844, and lived in Walworth, where he died. 

Walter P. Flansburg (1816-1887) had wife Catharine (1819-1896). 

William France (1808-1882) came in 1843 to South Grove with his wife, 
Elizabeth Kent. 

James Herron (1792-1876) married Hannah Whitney (1791-1874). 
Both were of Washington county, New York. 
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Manning R. Hoard (1818-1897), son of Manning and Prudentia, came 
from Allegany county, New York, in 1843 with David E., his brother. Man- 
ning R. married, November 30, 1845, Lydia Ann (1826-1898), daughter of 
Philip Burton and Nancy Quackenbush. 

Peter Kolb (1809-1857) married Margaret (1822-1897), daughter of 
I*riederich and Marie Bauer. 

Albin Matteson (born 1813) married, first, Philena Stockwell; second, 
on Christinas day, 1845, Sarali, widow of Warren Matteson. 

John Reader (1803-1878) came in 1824 to the States from Headcorn, 
Kent, England, with his wife Elizabeth Featherstone (1803-1868) ; late in 
1836 to section 27, Sharon: a year later to section 18, Walworth; in 1864 
to Delavan. [le was a member of the Baptist society of Walworth and was 
known by his title of deacon. 

James W. Suidter (1824-1872) was born at Middlebrook, New Jersey. 
His parents, Franz Navier (1783-1867) and Antoinette (1785-1866), were 
born 11 Bavaria. Ilis wife was Teresa Conder (1827-1911). 

George Treat (1818-1882) was son of Oren Treat and Nancy Thomp- 
son. FHlis older ancestors were Thomas®, Timotlv®, Richard*, Thomas*, 
Richard? *. He married Sarah C., daughter of Thomas and Lucinda [os- 
ter. lis brothers, Julius Allen and Thomas Nelson, and their cousin, Dr. 
Charles Ralph Treat, were also long of Sharon and, excepting T. Nelson, 
were buricd there. 

Martin Van Alstyne (1809-1884) and Rebecca Kline (1811-1879) were 
apparently among the last who were buried at the old cemetery, within the 
village. 

Michael Weiss died August 12, 1880; George \Winters, September 7, 
P881; Adam Zunpaugh, May 27, 1867. 

Michael Van Winters began business at Sharon Corners, in sections 13. 
i4., J. Jones built a tavern, and in 1843 Isaac Case became postinaster. The 
office was afterward named Elton, and was at last merged in the rural deliv- 
ery systeni—its mail supplied from Sharon. 

south Grove, too, at sections 17, 20, for a time aimed at commercial su- 
premacy, without definite lint to its ambition. David J. Best built a store 
and began service as postinaster in 1845. A church was built and a cemetery 
was laid ont. When the line of railway from Chicago was determined through 
Sections 34, 33, 32, 29. 30 the growth of these rival cities was checked by the 
foundation of a new village at the station in section 33. 
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ALLEN GROVE. 


Phiny and Sidney Allen caine from Rochester, New York, in 1844, and 
having reached the western border of the county in their search for a favor- 
able site on which to build a village of their own, they bought more than one 
thousand acres of land, mostly in sections 1 of Clinton, 6 of Sharon, and 31 
of Darien, on the high ground west of the south branch of Turtle creek. In 
May, 1845. they came again with their brothers, Harvey and Philip, Jr., 
bringing also their families and three or four more, unrelated mechanics, 
sixty-five in all. They lodged at Darien the aged father and their sister and 
others not hardened to the work of chopping and building, quickly made ready 
their cabins, and Allen’s Grove at once became a village. In July Philp 
Allen, Sr., died. In August a religious society was formed. The next year 
brought the eldest brother, Asa Keyes Allen, his son, Dr. Joseph C. Allen, 
and son-in-law, Ezra P. Teale, all from Ypsilanti. These two younger men 
built a store and stocked it with general goods to the amount of six thousand 
dollars. In that vear Preston H. Allen was born, but it is not told who were 
his parents, whether he was a son or a grandson of one of the brothers; and 
in that year Preston W. Smith married Frances Schofield. Mary Wallingford 
taught the rudiments in a room over the store. In 1847 a public school house 
was built. 

The village was formally platted in 1852, with Clinton street, its northern 
umit, Iving along the Darien line. With the coming of the railway from 
Racine, in 1856, Sidney Allen platted his addition on the Darien side. The 
railway buildings were for some time at the foot of the Inll (which rises 
quickly westward and southward), near the creek. The grade westward was 
found inconvenient for heavy freight trains, and after some years the station 
was removed nearly a mile westward, several rods beyond the county line. 
This did not of itself destroy the village prosperity, but it transferred the 
railway men’s inconvenience to local passengers and shippers. .\s first sur- 
veyed, the Chicago & Northwestern company's line from Illarvard to 
Janesville lav through or near Allen Grove; but, as it 1s told, the right of way 
through the large Allen domain was thought too costly. It is somewhat doubt- 
ful if that alone changed the route, for Clinton 1s on the natural nearly straight 
line trom Harvard, through Sharon village, to Janesville, and on the whole 
the loss to Allen Grove has been a slight gain to travelers. 

An academy was built in 1856, but little 1s now reealled of its story. Ar. 
Parks was the first principal and the last was Melzer Montague, who in 1870 
became county superintendent of schools and the acadenty became a_ public 
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school of two grades. In tgog a new building of white brick. at cost of three 
thousand dollars, replaced the old one. 

The village as platted shows eighteen streets. AMthwaukee street is a part 
of one of the territorial roads from Lake Alichigan to Beloit. Union Park 1s 
a pretty square of three acres. The village site was well chosen and the Allens 
were not very ijiberal proprietors, but their advantage in 1845 was lost in 
1856 by the growth of Darien, 4.2 miles eastward, and of Clinton, 4.5 miles 
westward. .\s it was. a hotel, a few stores and shops, a mull. ai academy, 
two churches, and a few hundred inhabitants made Allen Grove fair to look 
upon. It is not now a deserted village. and it has vet a postoffice at one of its 
two stores. This office was established in 1846, with Philip Allen as post- 
master. Fle has been followed by Aaron Budlong, Dr. John Dickson, Ezra P. 
Teale. Mrs. Eliza Wilkins, Edward D. Flall, and the latter s widow, Alrs. Har- 
riet \. (Burns) Hall. 

Samuel B. Morse, with the help of Charles \W. Morse, his father, of 
INennebec county, Maine, built a steam sawmill at an early date and sold it in 
1856 to Pier J. Anderson, who built a dam and equipped the mill for grind- 
ing. .\fter some vears of local usefulness it passed to successive owners, the 
records of whose several transfers fill considerable space. The mill's busi- 
ness, the mill itself. and the dain disappeared in turn. 

In 1875 a freshet washed away the railway bridge and some rods of 
einbankment, carrying along a few freight cars across the lower fields. Parts 
of this wreck are vet to be seen, nearly two miles down the stream. 

Robert Pearson (or, by another account, Joseph Pierce) built a saw- 
mill on the same creek, about two miles above. in section 7. Jesse Pramer 
made it a grist mill, which has long ago ended its work. 

‘\ few of the colonists met at Pliny .\len’s house in 1845 and formed a 
Congregational society. Rev. Samuel Hopkins Thompson preached occa- 
sionally—out of doors in warm, dry weather. Ele came again as pastor in 
1864-5. A church was built in 1852. As nearly as learned of the pastors. 
the first was Calvin Waterbury in 1849. The few later ones named were 
Benjamin Folts, 1853-4; Cornelius White, 1859; Ebenezer Putney Salmon, 
1860-4; Albert Mi. Case, 1876: Luther Clapp, 1878-81. No Jater record is 
shown by the Year Book of the denomination. The church was probably 
supplied at times from: Sharon and other places. The building was sold some 
years ago to the Modern Woodmen and was finally pulled down. 

Rev. Fliram Fl. Hersey (1812-1884) ministered for a few years to the 
then small group of Methodists, and tm 1858 organized them as a society. 
Their church was built in 1859, in which year Alexander Fall was their pastor, 
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after whom were Thomas White in 1860; William Averill, 1862: Cyrus 
Scammon, 1863; Rodman \V. Bosworth, 1864; David Oliver Jones. 1868; 
Joseph Hayden Jenne, 1869; Asahel Moore, 1871; Wilham FL. Window 
(1814-1886) 1873; Thomas C. Wilson, 1873; Wilham Darwin Anes, 1878; 
Thomas Potter, 1881; Edward Il. Lugg, 1882; Wuilham R. Mellott, 1885; 
John W. Olmstead, 1886; Benjamin T. White, 1891; Frederick B. Sherwin, 
1895. George “VY. Pratt. 1897: Isaac Jolinson. 1898: Richard H. Jones, 
1899: Thomas Sharpe. 1902; Samuel Lugg, 1904: Henry H. Kafer, 1905; 
Wilmer Evans Coffman, 1906: Charles J. R. Bulley, tg0-—; Robert H. Simp- 
son, 1911. Jerome F. Tubbs was assigned in 1882, but did not coine. Mr. 
Lugg staved but a half vear. Mr. Window was buried at .\llen Grove. Local 
recollections as to dates vary slightly from each other and from conference 
reports. AMlemory, no doubt, has sometimes confused a temporary supply 
with a regular assignment. 

The only resident lawyer mentioned was the senior Archibald \Vood- 
ard, who was also active in other business ways. The local court was not 
always idle, and the hall of justice not seldom re-bellowed from its ceilings 
and walls the thunders of eminent counsel from Delavan and less known 
tows. 

The official list for the town of Sharon is nearly complete—supervisors 
for 1865 and 1866 not shown. Ina few instances, here as in other towns, the 
person elected did not serve, and the person who, as understood, performed 
the duty, is named instead. 
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Charles .\dams 


Chine. elie... 
Favette (7) Arnold 
Benjamin Ff. .Avers 


Dearborn Blake 


John S. Burrows 
Jay G. Callender 
Joseph Conley s. 
Jereniah Daniels 
erie) CIiniGea = ae 
George Densmore ---------~-- 1857-8 
Langdon J. Filkins 
Rete Got === 
Nathan (ile 222. 
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hee 


edward ttuber 
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Pinlio Shine 2225. 


George Mansfield 
Cyrus .\. Matteson 


ee ee Pie 72. FU 
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John Mereness 


Ne 


WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN 


ASSOCIATE SUPERVISORS. 


ae 1853. 67 


aera 1849. 957 


T868 


epee IS880-1, (85 


1886 


TOWN 
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Derick Vi". Ahliniie ==. 1854 
Carlostian 3, aMiner >= 322 1861 
James Miner 222222 eee 1900-3 
Joseph H2Osmond 223s aaa 1905-7 
Tecdewird 2X, Peters 222 eee 1897-1904 
Christian Pramer 22222 eee 18.45 
Willian: F. Rendall see 1905-10 
EWC. Ja Revnolds 222232 22=—aem 18.46 
Alvaly Salsbury 223222=222=ae add 
Jacob Shager 22... 2332 1888 
Charles 7. Sikes 222225. =u 1885 
(GreOrve Sikes =a ees eae 1869, °73-8 
\Waltey Stacking —2eee= 1856, 50002 
Jarhd) El. opping 222-22 aa 1875-7 
Tosiahi Lopping .. 2 aaa 1846 
David sl tie 2 eee ee 1908-10 
frank Vane Flor 2222-4 .. a 1898 
Heéeury. Van Glen... oe ISS 1 
Samuel Wood Voorhees__1856, “70-1 
Das nl lcex 222 22— I8s4-5, “48, 953 
George Winters ~.-_-_._ 1843-4. °52, 

‘69, “73-4. 78 
Olas Bewist ......... ———e 1895 
AV An AMOIcOll <...5..2.——n 1887 
arciihald 3 eadard, |r, 2am 1886-7 
Justin Wright. 1855. "538-9, 64. 68, °72 
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ubert glasonm 2222002. o.L 1876 
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William P. Allen.1860-1, ‘64-5, 67-85 


Sie) Gre wrod Bees 1861-2 
(litre le aeyeear 1907-8 
iene Beardsley 2 =) _ 2 1901 
Noyes E. Bennett _-...-- 1863-6, 70-2 
Peay lOnumlojeett =22 5-2 2. 1gQ9-10 
GeGure eb Otst sess. a. 1904-7 
Calvin M. Budlong ------- 1897-1900 
PiCstC hice aes Ae 1867-9 
eorg wee Ory 22 a2 Lt 1896 
Ore lom; Dickson... 2 1868-9, 72-5 


Ifowland Fish 


John Goodland _------- 1857-8, (62-3 
eign S. Hamlin 2 sosces 1889-94. 
‘90-7, ‘99-1900, ‘02-11 

ant lumpliney 2... .2-2cs "82-3, 
85-6, (98-1902 

Waince fiealls 9 o2 = ae 1884 
Miattin Kelhofer ____.-.---- 1908-11 
Wibesses Cirant Nitely -c.co2c4 1902-3 


Albert C. LeBarron___’75, 87-8, ‘90-5 
Ben. I. LeValley_- 1889-96, 1901-11 
Sailer NT ASO. 2 See 1860-2 
aris Beason (2d) 2 2c 1888-91 
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Dr. David Gators 22a 1370-7 oe unis len, | teat sesame 1865-6 
EACiniestonie ee) ach Gi ears T9o0T=2) -Glatton EU nderjnll eee 1895-6 
ME Uinta ae el 1G et eee PSo7-5, evviliiaine i. \\ mbers 22 eee 1894-5 
Rav Lh uiiget eae eee W902) Woilhaiis >. \Winters —-2 2a 1899 
Almon Schellenger ~--. 1883-4. "86-7 Archibald Woodard, Sr. ~--~- 1866-7 
M\rar ten o\ ot uh ome ee 88-5 Archibald Woodard. Jr. 1876-7. 79-86 
Pranks. Sti piellieeeeeee 1899-1901 


(Bailey, Blodgett. Hamlin, Humphrey, Parker and Stupfell were jus- 
tices for the village). 

A school house was built in section 2, and occupiéd in 1841. Besides 
the schools at .AWen Grove and Sharon. the town has six district schools, 
and there are two joint districts: No. 4, with Darien and Walworth, and 
No. 13, with Clinton. 

VILLAGE OF SHARON. 


Alan .\. Southard and Witham D. Van Nostrand came to the centre of 
section 33 as early as 1842, but not to found a city. In 1855 the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railway Company's surveyors laid its line from Harvard to 
Janesville through this section, and fixed the locus of its station seventy-one 
niles from Chicago. Robert Campbell, a man of Oshkosh, bought forty 
acres and platted the village. The rails were laid to Janesville in 1856. In the 
same vear George Milmine built a store and in 1857 Sevinour Rice built a 
hotel. In 1858 a postoflice was established. with John [lodgson among the 
mail sacks. Wilham P. Allen relieved him in 1861 and gave way to Wilson 
kK. Herron in 1868. edward Bilvea followed, then Mr. Herron again, 
Frank LL. Henn about 1893, Clayton Hf. Underhill about 1897, Frank C. 
Densmore from 1go5 till now. This office has two free delivery routes, 
which supply the greater part of the town, a small part of Illinois and a 
smaller part of Roek county. Harry 1. Bidwell, first railway station agent, 
died December 13, 1859. Dr. Reuben Willson was the earliest resident phy- 
sician, 

About i848 a school house was built within the later village limits. 
Additional provision was made as needed. and house and grounds are now 
Valued at twenty-five thousand dollars. The high school began in 1878, with 
\W. A. Germain as principal. Rev. James G. Schaeter had moved the men of 
Sharon, in 1866, to aetive interest in advanced edueation. — In [S67 the Sharon 
\eademy was built and was opened in) Deeember with nearly one hundred 
pupils, under direction of Mir. Schaefer and Prot. FE. S. Chadwick, of 
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Beloit. This school closed in 1878, after an active and useful career, and 
the high school soon resumed this temporarily suspended work. The public 
school house was burned in 1880, rebuilt in 1884 and extended about 1908. 
Its total value, with broad grounds, is about twenty-five thousand dollars. 
Nine teachers are now employed. 

In connection with his academieal work Mr. Sehaefer began in June, 
1868, to publish the Sharon Mirror. At the end of 1869 he sold it to C. C. 
Hanford, from whom it passed in January, 1871, to Samuel P. Ballard. It 
was discontinued in September following. Before the end of that year 
George T°. Brigham, a man in many ways useful to his fellow citizens, began 
to edit and print the Gasctte, which he discontinued in September, 1873. In 
that month J. C. Keeney began anew with the Jnquirer. He was a native of 
Connecticut and a thorough printer. Most of his work was done by himself 
and a young son, Clarence. In September, 1876, Clarence R. Conable bought 
the office and in 1878 moved it to Delavan. After three weeks interval, in 
August, 1878, James II. Phelps and George F. Ziegaus put forth the Re- 
porter. In 1890 the firm was Phelps & ITowell; in 1892 George F. Ziegaus; 
in 1906 Ziegaus & Son; in 1908 Fred C. Fessenden; and is now the Reporter 
Publishing Company. This paper is independent politically. Its predeces- 
sors were generally Republican. 

Very Rev. Martin Kundig established St. Catherine’s mission in 1846. 
Its services were supplied for more than sixty years by priests of other par- 
ishes—notably for twenty years or more from the chureh at Elkhorn. A 
chapel was built in 1896, and a church in 19!o. Father Hermes came as. 
resident priest, for a few weeks, in 1910, and after htm Rey. Thomas Pierce 
i kone ” 

Nineteen members constituted the Congregational socicty in 1868, and 
a chureh was built in that year. Rev. James G. Sehaefer, with a few others 
of the Lutheran church, were among the organizers of this society. The pas- 
tors, as nearly as known, have been Isaac Barker, 1870: Albert A. Young, 
1871; Albert Af. Case. 1875: Thomas <A. Wadsworth, 1878; Luther Clapp. 
1879; John Mitchell Strong, 1882; John Harris, 1884; Arthur MeCalla 
Thome, 1885; John Scholfield, 1887; John Sabin, 1890; Daniel R. Grover, 
1891; William Millard, 1893; Frederick M. Hubbell, 1895; Carl D. Thomp- 
son, 1896; Thomas Kent, 1900; Robert J. Locke, 1902; FI. Samnel I*ritseh. 
1904. The society became too weak in number to continue long after 1go4, 
and in 191i their building was sold for conversion to other use. 


(26) 
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Rev. George F. Brigham. then a layman, assembled a little group of 
Iepiscopahans and acted as their reader. The first full service was in 1868 
by Rev. William E. Wright, then of Janesville. Before building their chapel, 
i 187g-8o, the members met at a dance hall, at the railway station.—at 
which Mr. Brigham was for many years agent—and at the [lutheran 
ehurch. Mr. Brigham received deacon’s orders June 11, 1876, and May 27, 
1go2. he was fully ordained as a priest, and ts still in the service of the 
chureh, though full of years. From the beginning he has kept a minute 
account of parish affairs, and his well-stored memory preserves some un- 
written record of many other things that nnght otherwise be lost to such as 
find interest in the inen and events of nearly a half century. He was born in 
1830, and nught be regarded fairly as Sharon's “grand old man.” 

number of residents of the town met at Martin Van Alstyne’s house, 
September 27, 1845. to organize the Furst Evangelic Lutheran chureh ot 
Sharon. Its name was chosen, its svnodical connection fixed upon. and off- 
cers elected. Its first yearly meeting was held at the same place, September 
28, 1846, Rev. Mareus \W. Empie presiding. Ele read his commission from 
the Lutheran board of nussions of the Franekean synod. and was received as 
pastor. .\t a special meeting, October 9g, 1849, 1t was resolved to build a 
chapel whieh should be opened freely for the use of other orthodox denoim- 
Inations. It was further determined to accept Mr. Van Alstvne’s gift of two 
acres of land and to bimild thereon at the line between sections 34 and 35, 
about eighty-five rods from the state line and a little more than one and one- 
half miles from the present village. The chapel was ready for its 1secin 
18s0. Between 1856 and 1861 it was moved to the village and remodeled, 
and has since been kept in excellent repair. Before 1866 its service was not 
continuous. Its pastors have been Mr. Tempe, 1845-1852: Rufus Smith, Jr., 
1856-1861: Henry L. Dox, 1863. Continuity began with James G. Schaefer, 
1866; Leander Ford, 1868: Mr. Hammond, 1875; Dr. David Harold Snow- 
den, 1878: Jacob \W. Thomas? 1ss1: [. Sl; Weber. 1887: 1. [. Delo eicece 
Luther LL. Lipe. 1891; Leander lord (again), 1897: William J. Spire. 1902: 
Thomas B. Herseh, 1904; Wilham I. Barnett, 1906-1912. This is an Eng- 
lish-speaking congregation. 

A German-speaking l¢evangelic Lutheran society was formed about 
1897, and its echureh was built in 1go03. Its pastor list and dates of service 
are but partly known: I]. R. Roehr, Aly. Sehert. Gerhardt I. Kuehnert, 
Thomas -B: Mlérscl. toos? Tlerian .\. Steerer igoG: Georee If, Hack age 
Vheodore Bergen, now in charge. Each of these churches has its comfort- 
able parsonage, 
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A Methodist Episcopal society was constituted in 1843 at South Grove 
and was for some time supplied by circuit riders. Jn 1856 it built a church 
at Sharon village and has since improved it and provided a good parsonage. 
[ts clergy lst begins with Hiram TI. Hersey about 1856, after whom Thomas 
White. 1857; Stephen Smith, 1860; Andrew J. Mead, 1861; William Page 
Stowe, 1863: Daniel C. Adams. 1865: A. C. Manwell, 1866; Clark Skinner. 
1868; William H. Sampson, 1869: Norvall J. Aplin, 1871; J. C. Robbins, 
ee Atom tie lon! a lwloiilletan,< A, A. Reed, 1877: Samuel. 
Thomas, 1879: Samuel Revnolds. 1880: Charles B. \Wilecox, 1881; Andrew 
J. Benjamin, 1883: Joseph Anderson, 1884: Frank A. Pease, 1885; Stephen 
A. Olin, 1688; Payson W. Peterson, 1891;William A. Peterson, 1893: 
Elvardo C. Potter, 1896: Sabin Halsey, 1898; Wilham Clark, 1899: J. 
Thomas Murrish, 1902: Andrew Porter, 1903: George \W. White, 1906-12. 
It may be seen that a few of these performed duty at Allen Grove. 

Joseph M. Yates and Flowland Fish began business as private bankers 
in 1874, with capital of ten thousand dollars. A few vears later Mr. Fish 
gave place to George C. Mansfield. and yet later Mr. Yates and Mr. Mans- 
field became respectively president and cashier of the Sharon State Bank. and 
are still in these positions. This bank's capital has become twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars and its deposits are nearly three hundred thousand dollars. A 
steam grist mill was built in 1875 by James Ashley, with the help of liberally 
subscribing citizens. It was large enough for local needs, having four runs 
of mull stones. John Ladd bought a half interest in 1879, the other half in- 
terest owned since 1878 by Mrs. Mary .\. Slocum. This mill has long been 
disused. 

The village found good water for public and private use at depth of 
six hundred and ten feet. Since 1905 the streets, stores, and homes have 
been lighted from gasoline works. Cement with sand and gravel is in gen- 
eral use for public walks, as in all the cities and villages of the county. 

The first cemetery is now well within the village. and has long been 
disused and is mostly vacated. .\ wild growth of tree, shrub, vine and weed 
now makes it difficult to explore their tangled thickets in quest of the few 
old headstones still remaining. Apparently, a quarter century 1s sufficient 
for nature to hide before she wholly erases the signs of human effort to care 
becomingly for the dead. A newer and well designed and cared-for cemetery 
lies on high ground, a mile northward. The liberality of cilizens, singly and 
in societies, has provided a cemented walk, four feet in width, for the whole 
distance. In this work the women of the church societies took the lead and 
bore the greater share of its cost. This ground has at least one distinctive 
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feature, in that it is unshaded by tree, shrub, or flower. Nothing but its 
monuments obstructs the lawn-mower and sickle of the care-takers. This 
last home is now well peopled, and there one may read the names of many 
of the fathers and mothers who left the eastern world to plant in fairest 
wastes till then unplowed. 

Young men of the town or village have gone forth to find larger use- 
fulness elsewhere. Among these was Capt. John T. Fish, who began a 
lawyer's practice at the village and ended it in the higher ranks of his pro- 
fession at Chicago. His son, Frank M. Fish, a native of the village, went 
to Racine and became judge of this circuit. John Goodland is at Appleton 
and is judge of the seventh circuit. Scott Ladd. a son of John and Sarah 
Ladd, is a judge of the supreme court of Iowa. (Another judge of that 
court is or was Charles Bishop, son of Matthew P. Bishop, of Lagrange). 

By a statute of 1883 the village became, in 1892, entitled to its own rep- 
resentative in the county board of supervisors. Under a later general statute 
Sharon became one of the four incorporated villages of the county. 

Members of county board: John WW. Brownson, 1892-6; John G. 
Skeels, 1897: Samuel P. Ballard, 1&g8-19g00, 1902-1906, 1908; Jonas B. 
Wise, 1901. 1907, 1912; BWesley C. Lilley, 1909-17: 

Presidents of the village: Dr. David Gardiner Morris, 1900: Heman 
Allen, 1901: Andrew .\. Lyman. 1902; C. Fred W. Ruelhliman, 1903-6, 1g09- 
10; John Byrne, 1go7; John [. Mlorgan, 1908, 1911 -4\ eslews C. Lilley ain 

Village clerks: William TI. lellington, tg0o0; Edward H. Perring, 1901 ; 
William S. Hamlin, 1902-6, 1908-10; Daniel C. Ward, 1907; G. Augustus 
inn, TQ1t-12. 

Village treasurers: Andrew Gallup, 1900; Christian Sund, 1901; Jacob 
Newman, 1902, 1905-6; Charles If. Burton, 1903; Charles \W. Searles, 1904; 
William J. Markell, 1907; Fred 1. Ryder, 1908; James Welch, 1909; DeFor- 
est Tyvde, 1910-12. 

Principals of the high school: WW. A. Germain, 1878; James Ellis. 
mso>yvohn CG. Skeels, 18827 [.. S. Sinith, 1885; Joli G. Skeels, 1886 3G 
Bliss, 18&y2; John G. Skeels. 1895: G. Sl. Sheldon, 1897; E.. Ty Towae 
sq; W. B. Collins, 1go1: J. tl. Stauft, 19037 b. D. Richardson ga 72a 


hie we WRN). 
TOWN OF SPRING PRAIRIE. 


At the division of the county into five towns, January 2, 1838, the two 
townships, each numbered 3 north, lying in ranges 17 and 18 east, were in- 
cluded in the town of Spring Prairie, and were so joined until Mareh 21, 
1843. when the westernmost town was set off as Lafayette. The name was 
suggested to Mrs. Abigail A. (Whitmore) Heminway by the natural features 
of the southern half of the town—the springs being in sections 19g and 20 and 
discharging themselves into Spring brook, a branch of Sugar creek. Roches- 
ter and Burlington he eastward. 

First settlers found about three-fourths of the township more or less 
wooded—forests and openings. Spring prairie. in the sonthwestern part, 
and Gardner's prairie, in the southeastern quarter, have each from fifteen 
hundred to two thousand acres of natural garden. A smaller meadow, a half 
section Or more in area, lies near Honey Creek, in the northeast. Sugar 
creek enters at section 7. crosses a little south of east and meets Honev creek 
near the county line at the southeast corner of section 13. The latter comes 
out of East Troy and runs nearly due southward through sections 1, 12 and 
13. Spring brook, entering at section 19, meets Sugar creck near the town 
center. Marsh creek begins in section 10, and by way of section 11 reaches 
Honey creek in section 12. \White river winds a few miles in section 36 and 
escapes into Racine county by way of thevsoutheast corner of section 25. 
The southern sections are drained by small southward-flowing branches of 
the White. These larger streams were in earlier days made useful for driving 
saw-mills and grist-mills. For a few miles along Sugar creek, on each side, 
the ground rises to parallel ridges which give the highway from Spring 
Prairie village to East Troy almost a down-eastern ruggedness of profile. 
Limestone crops out in some of the valleys, more noticeably in sections 16 
and 36, though quarries have been worked but superficially aud for local use. 
This is presumptively of the Niagara formation. [Elevations above sea-level, 
at ten points of observation, vary between 766 and 979 teet—the lowest in 
sections 36, the highest in section 5. The average height in sections 7 and 8 
ispO te tcet, 
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In 1910 the land area was returned as 23.007 acres, valued at $1,754,- 
goo, or $76.27 per acre. Since the entire acreage of a township, land and 
water included. is 23,040 acres, it may be judged that the streams and ponds 
are now at their lowest. or. that there is a slight clerical or printer's error in 
the returns. Crop acreages were: Barley. 795: corn, 3.803; hay, 3.177; 
Ollts, 2.407: potatoes, 126; rye. 168; timber, 3.177; wheat, 270. There were 
3,459 cattle, valued at S92.900: 886 hogs. $10,300: 905 horses, $63,400; 3.783 
Sliveier ol .0@0, 

Populations 1850, 1.418; 1860, 1,311; 1870, 1.209: 1880, 1.167, aeca, 
[155 1UC@ ieee, 1010. 1.007)". Iliewditfercncevocis cen on first and the 
latest of these enumerations tells again the story of other towns, a tale in two 
parts—the one of busy mills and of small local shops supporting a few me- 
chanics at once hopeful village sites, and of sons who stayed at home to help 
the fathers on the farms; the other of the re-distribution of local trade by the 
coming of railways, of farms worked by machinery, and of the attraction of 
vreat cities and of the farther west. 

Pahner Gardner came .\pril 15. 1836. to section 25, and two days later 
began to build. In May he planted and sowed, and in autumn gathered. 
Solomon }larvey, Dr. Ansel .\. Jleminway, and David Pratt came in that 
vear to section 30. Jn May, too, William J. Bentley and Isaac Chase came 
to sections 28, 29, and Daniel Salisbury to section 29. Frederick T. Hunt 
came to work for Mr. Gardner. Gilman Haines Hoyt reached section 1 in 
July, and with bim came Reuben Clark. Rufus Billings came in October to 
section 23. Benjamin and Benj. C. Pearce to section 36, 

Of the men of 1837 were Chester Baker and sons, Jedwin, Franets, sec- 
tion 10, and Purlee, George and John Bell, 23: Jabesh T. Clement, mill- 
wright: Iorace Coleman, 29, 30: Wilham Darwin Crain, 27: Isaiah Dike, 
27, 34: William Fl. Dunning, 34; John Egerton Hopkins, 1; Benjamin 
Royt, 1: \verv Cloyt. 2; James \leNay. 127 Koderieck Merrick. 20. 20¢mmnscl 
Salisbury. 34: Perrin Smith and wife Abigail, 28, 33: Oliver Van Valin, 
Samuel C. Vanghn, 20. Mir. Hopkins married Joanna, daughter of Benja- 
nun Fbovt anid Sister of Yweme AN. and Gilman) Ply Floxt. 

Men of 1838 were Marry Ambler, 42 John Ractn, 28: Jolin (Camp 
Looth, 86; Richard Chenery, 26; Corbin ae. S:; Josiah Burroughs Glea- 
SO, 345 Saniiel Tea poie =e te lustan P. langniaid, 12: Jolin Martinigiess 
Thomas VV. Millers sae Nel Neth, 25 aaa nN a ice 
Josiah ©, Puffer, 272 Teonis Selinidier, 42 rasins 0) Vanelin, 11: enemas 
Walker, ¢7 2 Damier WV innete. 17 Diol einen 2 7. nee Wilhaims, 
14). 


Mee WORE "COU NY AN ISCON SiN, HOF 


Nlen of 1839: Dr. Daniel Allen, 6: George W. Aris, 26; James Baker, 53 
Marcns Reynolds Britten, 15; Samuel Brittain, 11; Kimball Easterbrook, 22; 
George Flatter, 4; Thomas Hill, 31; John Mather, 5; Samuel Neff, 35; Alex- 
ander Porter, 5, 8; Silas Salisbury, 34; Selah Whitman, 1. 

In 1840: Zebulon Bugbee. John Densmore, 18; Louis Kearns, 18; Jona- 
Pia icedtne cine, stray Midi ee: James Nlather, 5, S. 

In 1841: Wilham Berry and son Mellen, 12; Charles Bowman, 6; Lans- 
ing D. Lewis, 15; Franklin J. Patton. 22; Benjamin L. Reed, 22. 

Besides these, the dates of whose coming are fixed, the following named 
men bought land of the government: Harvey Bacon im section 33; Luke 
IDUMMGsw er Ode  Sijenly wo, malilieieronn, I19;) lyler ‘Mil Colesa17, 
foseph Dame, 21; Elijah Delap, 34; John Fliteroft, 5: Benjamin Haight, 
11, 12; James Harkness, 18; George Healey, 4: .\biram) Holbrook, 2; Ben- 
jamin Jones, George Naiser, 7: George Kneeland, 17; William Lay, 21; 
Francis Mchennan, 36; Austin L. Merrick, 21; James Alonahan, 10; Jona- 
than Neff, 35; Benjamin Pearce, 6; Benj. Carpenter Pearce, 36: Lemuel 
Ruse, 33; William Maxwell Sherrard, 30, 31; Lemuel Rood Smith, 25; 
John Sweeney, 7; Amory Townshend, 2; William Brice Wade, 12; Bern- 
hardt \Weigert, 3; Joseph D. Whiteley, 4, 9; Joseph Whitmore, 18. 

Dr. Danie] Allen (1787-1859) came from Hamburg, New York, with 
his wife, Olive Enghsh (1782-1864). to section 31, East Troy. in 1838, and 
to the next town. His son, Lucius, became a man of county affairs, and a 
daughter, Lucinda, was married first to John Mayhew and second to John 
Young. 

John Bacon (1785-1865) was born at Kinderhook and came here from 
aAngelicaM#New York. His wife was Sarah Perry. 

Robert Brierley died in 1864. 

Marcus R. Britten (1815-1890) was born at Amsterdam, New York. 
His wife was Caroline Klock (1815-1898). He was a Baptist deacon and 
opposed Freemasonry. 

Samuel Brittain (1810-1890) was born in Lincolushire and came to the 
States in 1834. In 1836 he was at Geneva and took a two-handed part in 
the battle with Payne's man, Schoonover. Ifis wife was Elizabeth (1814- 
1893). daughter of Benjamin Foyt and Susan Hayes. 

Reuben Clark married Maria Van Valin, September 3, 1837. She was 
a daughter ot Daniel Van Valin. 

Isaiah Dike (1802-1882) came from Vermont. His wife was Mary 
(182-1861), danghter of Samuel Vaughn and Ruth Bowker. 
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Benjanun Haight died in 1866, His first wite was Alma Beach. Genealo- 
gists find Tlaight and Hoyt descended from the same remote ancestors, but 
there was no known kinslup between Mr. Haight and the Hoyts at Honey 
Cieck, 

James Harkness (1776-1861) had wife Mary (1783-1851), daughter 
of Joseph Whitmore and Hannah Call. 

George Healey (18to-1884) had wife Hannah (1808-1885). Both 
were of English birth. 

Dr, Ansel Asa Heminway (1805-1895) was born in Erie county, Penn- 
sylvamia, and died at Eugene City, Oregon. He had studied medicine. and 
his service was early and for long in loeal demand. He was postmaster 
1838-1845. lis wife, .\bigail .\. (1814-1906), was a danghter of Joseph 
and Tlannah Whitmore. 

John E. Hopkins died in 1867. His wife was Joanna (1813-1899), 
daughter of Benjamin and Susan Hoyt. 

Benjamin Hoyt (1778-1860) was son of Joseph Hoyt and Abigail, 
daughter of Samuel and Mary Ilanders. Older father ancestors were 1, 
John; 2, Thomas; 3, Benjamin; 4, Enoch. In 1807 he married Susan Hayes, 
who died in 1862, leaving seven children. Of these. not before named here. 
sunon Batchelder Hoyt (18t1-1861) married Elizabeth D. Cady. at Honey 
Creek. Benjanun Hoyt. Jr. (born 1829), married, first, Sarah Robinson: 
second, Alvira Kelley. The elder Hoyt was born in Deerfield. New Hamp- 
shire: his children were born at Cabot, Vermont. From their third Ameri- 
ean ancestors. Benjaniun Hoyt and Hannah Pillsburg, were also descended 
the [loyts of \ien Grove. 

Gilman UH. Hoyt (born 1808) married lfhzabeth Heath in 1839. Their 
son, Clinton D. Hoyt (born 1842), was a sergeant of Company C, Twenty- 
third Infantry. 

Avery .\. Hoyt (1824-1906) married, in 1847. Caroline M. Hoyt (1828- 
1897), his cousin Tristram C. THoyt’s daughter. Her grandfather was 
Enoch, son of Joseph and Abigail. Mr. Hloyt was one of the farmers whose 
intelligence and enterprise made of Spring Prairie a segment of the garden 
ot eden: 

samuel P. Jenks (1809-1889). a native of Onondaga county. married 
Pamela (1808-1892), daughter of Dan Phelps and Elizabeth, danghter of 
Israel Ning and Elizabeth Johnson. 

George b. Kaiser (1810-90) was born in Bavaria: came to the States 
in 1827; married. in 1830, Margaret (1816-1897), daughter of John A. 
Vaubert (or Taupert). She, too. was a Bavarian. 
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Thomas W. Miller (1788-1863) and wife Mary (1788-1855) were 
parents of Mrs. Samuel Pratt. 

George Henry Palmer (1804-1873) married Sarah Langmaid. 

Alexander Porter (1803-1866) was born in Galloway (an old provin- 
cial name for the counties of Wirkcudbright and Wigton, in southwestern 
Scotland). His wife Isabella (1813-1886) was a native of county Roscom- 
mon, Ireland. 

David Pratt (1803-1877) was born in Massachusetts and died at Clay- 
ton, lowa. Samuel Pratt was his brother and a sister of Solomon Harvev 
was his wife. 

Josiah Osgood Puffer (1814-1895) was born in western Massachu- 
setts. He was son of Samuel Puffer, second husband of Eunice, daughter 
of Capt. Josiah Osgood and Jane Byington. Her carlier ancestors were I, 
John: 2, Stephen; 3, Hooker: 4, David. Ennice’s first husband, Samuel Os- 
good, was her second cousin. Mr. Pufter’s first wife was Hannah M. Whit- 
more (died 1862); his second wife was her sister, Mrs. Mary Ilatch, who 
died in 1897. 

Louts Schmidter (1811-1881) 1s sometimes written in records “Smith- 
ers. His wife was named Amelia. 

Erastus Otis Vaughn (1808-1880) was not related in known degree to 
the others of his name at Spring Prairie. His wife (born 1819, married 
1837) was Olive, daughter of Benjamin and Susan Hoyt. 

Samuel Cole Vaughn (1802-1868) was a son of Sannuel Vaughn and 
Ruth Bowker. the latter a daughter of Luke Bowker and Joanna Dunbar. 
His wife was Sarah Hart Mills Vose, daughter of Thomas Vickery Vose and 
Sarah Little. granddaughter of Samuel Vose and Phoebe Vickery, great- 
granddaughter of Robert and Abigail Vose. Mrs. Vaughn's mother was 
daughter of Joseph Little and Hannah Ingalls. 

Damel Whitmore (1817-1909), son of Joseph Whitmore and | lannah 
Call and grandson of Damel Whitmore. was born in [essex county, New 
York. His wife was Mary Ie. Nobles (1817-1896) = Joseph (1821-1898), 
lis brother. married Sarah, daughter of Sims [édgerton and llarriet Bene- 
dict. 

Rev. Benjamin C. Pearce built a frame house in 1836 and moved into 
it before the end of the vear: but, for yet some time to come less pretentious 
dwellings met the first needs of newcomers. The rapid improvement of 
water-powers soon relicved a great part of the heavy burdens of building and 
of subsistence. Israel Williams biilt a mill forty-five by fiftv feet, two- 
storied, with eighteen-foot overshot wheel and two runs of stones, at the 
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springs in section 19. To this he added a distillery with capacity of about 
two barrels—a little more than he needed for household consumption. Saim- 
uel C. Vaughn built a saw mill in 1843 on Spring brook, at the northeast corner 
of section 20. John Martin (the judge) built a saw mill in 1846 on Sugar 
creek, which in time became a grist mull. 

Village settlement began early and hopefully at Honey Creek in section 
1, Spring Prairie in sections 29 and 30, Vienna in section 18, and Voree in 





the northeastern corner of section 36. 

Honey Creek, on the stream so named, lies partly in Racine county, 
in which part is the Wisconsin Central Railway's station. The village has 
three stores. a church, and a cemetery. -Among remembered pastors of the 
union church were George H. Hubbard, George E. Moore, and Frederick 
T. Bohl. The postoffice has two free delivery routes. The school 1s of two 
grades, and its district 1s partly of Rochester. 

Vienna, on Sugar creek, was at first called Martinsburg, from the re- 
lated Martin families who settled near that point. Judge Martin's saw mull 
gave place to a good grist null, which in 1853 became the property of Ed- 
ward Zalin. who improved it greatly and for several years made his flour 
locally famous. Huis sons, Cornelius and Victor, continued the business for a 
few years. The mill was disused and then burned. Winslow Page Storms 
built the Viera Flouse in 1848 and used it for many years as a tavern and a 
store, and as a postoffice. It long ago became a private dwelling; for men go 
to Spring Prairie to buy, to Burlington for prescriptions, and each to his own 
door or gate for mail. A little burial ground hes a bit more than a half mile 
southwest of the village, on the wav to Spring Prairie and to Burlington. 
little more than tradition now remains of Vienna and its past and prospec- 
tive greatness. 

Voree was the creation of Jesse James Strang, who came in 1844 from 
Nauvoo and began to build a city and temple. It is not told whether he 
found the name for his holy city in the Book of Mormon. or whether it was 
revealed to him in another way. Ile assembled about three hundred disciples. 
great and small, of whom he was ruler, cluef priest. and prophet. He ap- 
pointed a day and hour. and September 13. 1845. he found his credentials 
directly beneath a large tree, on the edge of a high bank of White river, in 
the form of three gold-colored plates on which had been scratched mathe- 
matical and astrononucal symbols. These he interpreted as a revelation and 
a heavenly commission. lighteen more plates were found later. Laban 
Miatt. Naron Sinitth, James M1. Van Nostrand, Jared B. Whelan and Edward 
Whitcomb witnessed these revelations. Ile printed a newspaper, for which 
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he wrote long “poems; but he did not finish his temple. In 1847 he flitted 
with his disciples to Beaver Island, in Mackinaw strait, and in 1856 his body 
was brought tor burial after a conflict with a federal inarshal’s foree. He had 
a few relatives in the town of Spring Prairie and this, with the natural 
advantages of rich land and good water power, may have determined the 
place of the city so short-lived, of which but a few fading memories are left. 

Pecier srcimiMiray SOUL ett eiielas7, 1 Section 30, at a imectiio ot 
half-section lines, one of the largest log taverns in the territory, two stories 
high. He made it in many ways useful, for he opened it for religious ser- 
vice, for other public meetings, for a store and postoffice, and for a township 
polling place. This edifice determined the site of Spring Prairie village. In 
the fall of that vear Tlorace Coleman and J. Crawford placed a stock of goods 
ina corner of the Henunway Ilouse. Samuel Pratt and Erasmus D. Smith 
built a store in 1844. Doctor Heminway rebuilt his house of brick in 1845. 
This house was sold in 1847 to Wilham H. Rogers, in 1848 to Nathan A. 
Howes, in 1854 to Franklin Walbridge, in 1857 to Capt. Ezra F. Weed. iis 
last landlord. It became a stately private dwelling. 

Stephen Bull and Thomas Gage built a store across the road eastward 
and they were tollowed by a halt-forgotten line of successors, each of whom, 
in his turn. was usually postmaster. The store was extended and a wing 
added for its hardware department. Jt was burned in January, 1894, and 
its business and its higher function passed to a new store at another corner, 
to which place went the postoffice. 

Afen of the second and later generations had miade of the old hard- 
ware wing a smoking room and a kind of academic grove where each person 
was a “professor of things in general” and a receptive pupil. Their unend- 
ing debates of all that ever was, 3s, and yet might be were not all proftless. 
There was much general and special intelligence, wit. racy humor, and 
harmless freedom of speech at these convocations. These wordy conunotions 
were in no way enlivened artificially, for no man there could remember when 
drink that rages was sold at the village. Not a few of these men were called 
hence to the seats of the mighty at Madison and at Elkhorn, and each of 
these owed this later greatness to the quickening of faculties and sharpening 
of wits among the nail-kegs, garden tools, and grindstones. Their fathers 
had disagreed sturdily in matters of church discipline and town polity, and 
Otis Preston had observed that no man who did not hate somebody was 
qualified for citizenship at the village. This was far otherwise with their 
heirs and successors, and the great unifying influence was the blue haze of 
the hardware wing. Men gathered at other stores in other villages to hear 
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and discuss news and as it were to strike fire out of dull substances; but 
berries are not alike on every bush. The perpetual session at the store was 
the peculiar institution of Spring Prairie, unlike that which was most nearly 
like it. 

Franklin postoffice was established in 1838 with weekly mails to Racine 
and Janesville. The name must have been changed within that year, for 
Spring Prairie and not Franklin competed with Delavan, Elkhorn and Geneva 
at the choice of a county seat. As far as known the succession of postmas- 
ters with uncertain dates, has been: Ansel Asa Heminway, 1838; Erasmus 
Darwin Smith, 1845: Frank ‘Hall, Stephen Bull, Moses Kinney, 1857: 
Graham, Martin V. Pratt, 1861; Clifford A. Pratt, George D. Puffer, \Wiil- 
iam J. Knight. Leroy Williston Merrick, about 1894: William H. Shaver. 
Mrs. Martha M. Shaver. 

Josiah O. Puffer made and sold shoes as early as 1839. Jaeob Kohler 
brought Parisian stvles of men’s clothing in 1843. and Otis Preston brought 
still later stvles, from \White Pigeon, in 1846. Earhest named village smiths 
were Henry Elliott, 1840; Nathaniel H. Carswell, 1843: Harrison Arm- 
strong, 1845. After these were Orman Livingston, Stephen Coats, Edson 
Merrill, James V. Hemstead, and in 1865 Henry J. Shaver (1832-1912). In 
1846 and until 848 Mr. Armstrong's skill and Israel Williams's money were 
joined for the production of serviceable home-made plows and heneeforward 
the village blacksmith was known to the world and to the muses of Ivrie and 
satiric verse as ““Unele Hat, the Plowmaker.” Between 1850 and 1855 Mr. 
Lobdell made small beer and found for it a nearly county-wide sale. This 
business passed for a short time to Brewster B. Drake. .\bout 1874 Cyril R. 
Aldrich began to buy, dress and ship poultry to Boston and other places. 
Tenry D. Barnes beeame his partner, and later the firm was made up of Mr. 
Barnes, Edward C. WIubbard and George D. Puffer. Their shipments reached 
fifty tons cael winter. lor a few vears either way from 1880 Orris Pratt 
made vinegar tor domestic and foreign consumption. 





In May. 1841, steps were taken to organize the Baptist chureh of Spring 
Prairie and Burlington. .\ineng the clergy who attended these preliminary 
mectings were Richard Griffng., Phipps W. Lake, Orra Martin, Benjamin 
lcarce, [fenry Topping and A. B. Winehell. The Burlingtonians withdrew 
in 1843 to form a society at home. The ehureh at Spring Prairie was built 
in 1846 by Wilham Jolnson and James Harrington and extended as needed 
Causes not unknown elsewhere and in other denominations have so weak- 
cned’ this once strong society at the village that since 1881 few or no pastors 
have been regularly assigned to its service. Dates of the following pastorates 
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are not definitely known, but their order is nearly as shown: William R. 
Manning, 18.41; Roswell Cheney, 1844; Spencer Carr, 1851; Rice R. Whit- 
tier, Cantine Garrison, Jacob Bailey, A. F. Randall, Thomas Bright, Edward 
(ieylahisy leataaint, ohn El. Dudley, Levi Parmly, J. CC) jackson gy) El). 
Estey. Charles William Palmer, James I*. Merriam, Franklin Kidder, George 
M. Daniels, A. Freeman, J. 5S. Forward. about 1880. There seems to have 
been occasional supply from the pulpits at Burlington and Elkhorn. Elder 
Ebenezer Harrington, whom Mr. Dwinnell describes as an earnest, eccentric 
man, had begun in November, 1839, to prepare the way for this society. 

Congregationalists met in 1840, and among them was Mr. Dwinnell. 
They acted jointly with members at Burlington for two vears. Rev. Cyrus 
Nichols ministered at first to this mission. A society was fully organized 
February 8, 1852, by Rev. Samuel E. Miner. In 1860 the Congregational 
and Methodist societies biult a union church, with seats for about three 
hundred persons. Its building mechanics were Scott & Nims. Thus church, 
too, has been discontinued, in effect. since 1881. Its pastors were Christo- 
pher C. Cadwell. 1853; Jedidiah D. Stevens, 1854-5; Avelyn Sedgwick, 
1861-2; P. C. Pettibone (from Burlington), 1863; E. D. Keevil, 1864-5; 
Sidney Ix. Barteau, 1866, and Charles Morgan. 

In 1837 Jesse Halstead and Samuel Pillsbury traveled and preached in 
a circuit lving in four counties and having eleven infant Methodist societies. 
[These were at Big Foot, Burlington, Caldwell’s Prairie, East Troy, Fort 
Atkinson, Geneva, Hudson, Janesville, Rochester, Spring Prairie and White- 
water. David Worthington preached in 1840. From that date to 1860 little 
is told. Since the latter date the vearly assignments of pastors have usually 
been to Lyons and Spring Prairie together. The parsonage is at Lyons. There 
is a German Methodist church in section 2. 

Israel Williams sold one acre in the southwest corner of section 30. in 
1842, where Nathaniel Bell laid out and named Hickory Grove cemetery. Its 
area has been increased and improved, and it is one of the finest rural burial 
erounds in the county. Its first tenant was the wife of Wilham Baumis. 

Juliette, daughter of Col. Perez Merrick, taught school in 1837 and 1838 
at the Heminway House. In the spring of 1839 a school house, enclosed with 
rough oak boards, was built at the corners, and Mary S. Brewster taught there. 
In the same year Mrs. Coleman (no longer Miss Merrick) taught near 
Gardner's prairie. There are now six districts in the town, and besides there 
are two which are joint districts with parts of Racine county and one with 
part of Lafayette. At the village the house now in use was built in 1864. Thie 
partial list of teachers, with nearly correct dates as to the earlier named is: 
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Leander If. Frisby. 1847-8; William Wilcox, 1848-9: AIr. Paine, 1849-50; 
Frederick O. Thorp. about 1851; George W. Burchard, 1853-4; Almerin 
Gillette, 1854-5; Frank Tall, 1855-6: Frank Patten, 1856-7; Benjamin F. 
Skiff. 1857-8; O. F. Avery, 1858-9; Frank Hall, 1859 to ‘61; Daniel Pratt. 
1865-6: Orren T. Williams, 1866-7: Mary L. Edwards, Amanda Herkimer, 
Fred \W. Isham, Rhoda Locke, May Merrick. Anna Al. Greene, Alice Mo- 
loney, Patrick McCabe, Florence Shove. Edmund B. Gray. Frank Tyrrell, 
Harriet .\llen, Bell Derthick. lr. Frisby became attorney-general. Mr. 
Thorp served as state senator from West Bend. Ar. Burchard has been 
known in state affairs. Mr. Wilhams is now a judge of the Milwaukee 
circuit court. Aliss Edwards became Alrs. James G. Kestol, of Whitewater. 
Miss Greene has since visited all quarters of the globe. Colonel Gray com- 
manded the Twenty-cighth Infantry in the Civil war. AMliss Shove practices 
osteopathy at Chicago. Myr. Isham became county superintendent. Lorenzo 
D. Harvey. afterward state superintendent, once taught a select school here. 
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Gh Link 4 
TOWN OF SUGAR CREEK. 


Township 3 north of range 16 east retained the name of Elkhorn after 
Lagrange, Richmond, and Whitewater were set off and new-named, and 
until a new town of Elkhorn was created February 2, 1846. The larger 
town, after thus losing section 36, was so called from its prineipal water 
course, the name of which translates the Pottawattomie compound, Sis-po- 
quet-sepee. From some immemorial time the numerous sugar-maple trees 
along the valley of the creek had been tapped and the Indians had practiced 
at least one art of white men’s civilization—that of sap-boiling. The creek 
rises near the west line of the town, in section 19, crosses eastwardly to the 
southeast corner of section 13, turns nearly northward, and leaves the town 
by seetton 12. Holden's lake, Otter lake, Silver, and a few pot-holes make 
up nearly the rest of the drainage and reservoir system of the town. The 
ancient valley of the creek is wide, and for many vears more or less inarshy; 
but most of it is now usefully occupied. As a whole, the town is well drained 
and contains several of the finest farms of the county. Among the higher 
points above sea-level, as officially shown, are those in sections 4. 5. 9. 23, 
respectively 931. 945. 918 and Sogo feet. 

The only actual settler 1 1836 was John Davis, who built a eabin near 
silver Jake in sections 13. 1.47 passed the cold asinter there: andl a sear deen 
sold Jus elaim to .\sa Blood and went away. 

Mien of 1837: Daniel I, Bigelow. section 21: James Bigelow, 17. 20% 
Asa Blood, 11: Willian Bowman, 9. 15; John Byrd, 6, 7: Milton Charles, 4: 
Nelson Crosby, 31; Verry G. Harrington, 15. 222 oJames -Flolden, 5: Gennes 
W. Iendall, 10: Jonathan Loomer, 7: Samuel Nelson Loomer, 18; Stephen 
Loomer, 17: Menry NteCart, &; Caleb Miller, 11; John Rand. 8: Salmon 
salisbury, 24: Jedutlitin Spooner, 14. 23; Mreeborn Welch. 3, 102 Josenn 
Welch. “tiie 

Joseph Barker, section 10; John S. Boyd, 11: Lewis Croshy. 31: Julius 
Kdwards, 2.10; .\ugustis Co Ninne, 7: ANlansomand Sames) Martin. ques 
Charles Rand —, same in 1838: James W. Field. 8: Caleb and William Wen- 
dall, ro. it 18303 Henry Adkins, 11: Dr. Harmon Gray. 8; Benjamin Rand. 
IS: John lish, William Tf. Tiyatt, Russell Thurher, Samuel PT]. Tibbetts. 11, 
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and Nelson Weaver, 18. 1n 1840. Other settlers, within the next five vears. 
were James Varnum Holden, 14; George Netehpaw. 23; Horace B. Ninne, 
Necse sh entice 7) loliiem Eictce, Qo, 10: Jonathan Parks, 3" WWwranan 
Spooner, Jr., 14: James and Jolin Strong, 23: Hiram Taylor, Huley Welch, 22. 

Other men bought government land: John .\dams Baird, Chauncey and 
Chester Baird, all in section 35; Francis and Joseph Lewis Barker, 4; Curtis 
Bellows, 35; Harvey Birehard, 17. 20, 36; George W. Blanchard, 10; Asa 
Blood peewee lsideweitcomemeo esc illiain Carr, 2; .\zariah Clapp, a: 
Adolphus Colburn, 26; William Colton, 23: Nelson Tibbetts Corey. 6: Shel- 
don Raymond Crosby, 30, 31, 32: Lucien B. Devendorf. 31; John Henry 
Ellsworth, 22: Isaac Fliteroft. 26; William A. Flitcroft. 28: Henry Foot. 
19: William O. Garfield, 26; Charles Nicholas Hagner, 1; Olney Harring- 
ton. 32: Francis William Hawley. 25; Edwin Aug. Hollinshead, 34; Hiram 
iiihphte ye; Ee lbaswiNimnen amar lead, 2f¢ James leach, 23, 27% 
George Leland. 5: Benjamin McVicker, 28; Ward Mallory, 30; John Mar- 
tin, 28: Benjamin Minshall, 28: Silas) Minshall, 21: William Sullivan 
Mich 50. Jou Olson. 2o°-A\ tla Parnish, 18: Jolin Saunders, 22; 
Orley Shaw. 29; Reuben Snuth, 25; Jedidiah Sprague, 34; Alexander M. 
Sturges, 13: James \. Sturtevant. 29: Jacob Tostenson, 20, 21; [oren Ward, 
28: Joseph Webb. 35: Ransom Wells, 29; Jesse Vike West. 12; Jeremiah 
NWaileg ss eieeGeorwe.\\ ison, 13> Charles: Wwoleatl, 23. 

John A. Baird's widow died at Trempealeau in 1865, aged seventy-five 
vears. | 
Joseph Barker (1781-1857) and wife Lucinda had nine children, of 
whom cight came to Sugar Creek. Joseph Lewis married Phoebe T. Roberts, 
April 2, 1846. Timothy Putnam (1818-1878) married Elvira Shumway 
(1827-1886). James B. (1823-1898) married his cousin Almeda ( 1824- 
1901), daughter of Hugh Barker. Francis (1821-1875) married Mrs. Maria 
Baldwin. Russell married Sophia Baker. Adeline (1811-1892) was wife 
of booth) b. Davis. of Elkhorn. ilary 125 wife of Hiram Taylor: Diana, 
second wite of Stephen G. West. Sr.. inarried November 9, 1841. 

Daniel F. Bigelow (1815-1895). son of Doctor Daniel, was born in 
Nova Scotia. He marrietl \inmy MeCart, a native of Ohio, born 1824, died 
1897. James (1819-1899) marned Ann Elizabeth [owler. 

Jewis Crosby married Phoebe MeConkey Decemiber 25, 1844. 

John H. Ellsworth died in 1859. Sophronia (1827-1894), his wife. 
Wassdationietagie sa Pride and Susan Bates. 

James Whipple Field, born at Scituate, Rhode Island, March 22, 1814, 
and now living, in 1912, at Elkhorn with his son-in-law, George Kinne, in 
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fair health and full of memories, is son ot Thomas Field and Thanktul 
Winsor. His older ancestors. reckoned backward. were Thomas, Jeremiah, 
Thomas. Thomas, and William. He married the halt-sisters Angeline and 
Sarah, daughters or William .\dams. 

Joln Fish married. June 28. 1843. Harriet. daughter of Stephen 
Loomer. 

Caleb Kendall married Emily A. Webber. Jiume 19, 1842. and hved in 
Richmond. 

Mr. Kingsley was drowned in Silver lake. 1830. His tanuly came a 
tew days later and returned to their eastern home. ‘ 

John Martin married May 18 1840. Eliza \nn, daughter ot Ebenezer 
Chesebrough and .\nna Griswold. She was born in 180g, and had entered 
land in her own name in seetion 33. Mr. Martun died in 188s. 

Silas Minshall died May 16, 1857. leaving widow Rose Ann. 

Daniel Nyce was born in .\ugust. 1801; died May 29. 1837. 

John Alexander Pierce (1817-1887). tarmer. mill-owner, and man of 
many business affairs and very generally prosperous, married, tirst, Mary 
Elizabeth (1828-1870). daughter of Deacon William Chambers and Phoebe 
Grav. of North Geneva. She had five sons. He married. second. Hannah. 
daughter ot Henry and Mary Moorhouse. He was son ot John Pierce and 
Maria .\. Meckarlhing. 

John Rand (1819-1898), son of Benjamin and Sarah, was born in 
Nova Scotia. He married, May 2, 1844, Sarah Sophia (1817-1900), daugh- 
ter ot Benjamin and Eunice Loomer. 

John Saunders (or Sanders) (1806-188—) married Jane Lean.. 

Jeduthun Spooner (1799-1867). son of Jeduthun Spooner and Hannah 
Crowell, or Hardwick, Massachusetts, a printer in Vermont. and an early 
Justice of the peace for Sugar Creek, went in 1833 to Allamakee county, 
Towa. A nephew ot the same name. also of Sugar Creek, a son of Judge 
Spooner, married Juha Ann, daughter ot Sutherland German and Mary. a 
sister of Christopher Wiswell. | 

James Strong (18to-1r8go0). born near the line of Virginia in Pennsvl- 
vama, mnarried Lots Parks (1817-1876). 

Hiram Payvlor (t8i4-1805) married. in 1838. Mar L.. daughter of 
Joseph and Lucinda Barker. 

samuel Holmes Tibbets ( t8o6-1872). born in Windham county, Ver- 
mont, marned im Canada, October 2. 1837. Sarah (1810-1878). daughter 
ef Dr. David Pattee. Their three daughters were married: Clarissa to Asa 
Poster. Sarah Jane te \zel Gird Morris, Hannah Maria to John Henry 
] auderdate. 
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Jacob Tostenson (died 1887) married Margaret Larson (died 1875). 
Their sons, Tosten and Ole Jacobson, were substantial citizens. Ole was a 
soldier and became an officer of the Thirteenth Infantry and was a capable 
and useful man of public and private business. He was born in 1838 at 
Skien, Norway. and died January 28, 1912. 

Nelson Weaver (1804-1868) married Ruby Rand (1812-1903). 

Freeborn \Velch. Jr. (1804-1884) was son of Alercy Spike (1785- 
1857). He married, first, Caroline, daughter of Phineas Brown; second, 
Ann MeDonough. lor some vears he kept the long known Gravel Tavern, 
at Tibbets Corners. Joseph \WWeleh (1820-1900) marricd Eliza Havens 
(1821-1893). Hluley Welch (1812-1879) had wife Tlannah. Josiah (1805- 
1881) had wife Loutsa, and lived for several years in Geneva. These four 
Welches were brothers, who had lived in Steuben county, New York. 

Capt. George Washington Kendall kept a tavern in 1839 at the corners, 
since known as Tibbets. in section 10. Tle sold this place in 1843 to Francis 
Rublee, who passed it by deed to his son, Francis M. Rublee, in 1845. Dur- 
ing the latter's ownership his brother, Martindale, began to build of lime 
and gravel concrete, as is told: but before his work was finished the place 
passed by sheriff's sale in 1853 to John D. Cowles, who completed and oceu- 
pied the Gravel Tavern. This landmark fronted northward on the terri- 
torial road from Milwaukee to Janesville, and on a section-line road leading 
to Elkhorn. In 1859 Mr. Cowles sold the property to Freeborn Welch, one 
of the jolliest sons of St. Boniface. When tavern custom wholly ended Mr. 
Welch made of it his dwelling. His heirs sold the house and ground in 1go7 
to John and Matthew J. Newman. who pulled down the ancient walls and 
built a fine dwelling in present century stvle and added harn, silo, and other 
out-buildings suitable to a well-managed dairy farm. A few rods eastward 
along the territorial road Samuel H. Tibbets built a house, about 1842, which 
for some time served as a wayside inn, and for ten years as a postoffice. Cap- 
tain Kendall had been postmaster from 1840 to 1842. 

In 1889 a newly established postoffice. named Tibbets, received a tri- 
weekly mail from Whitewater and Elkhorn. 

Congregationalists and Wesleyans Joined in 1872 to build their union 
church, next south of the Gravel tavern. In the same year Bethel church, 
Methodist. was built on land bought of John Cameron, section 12, about 
seven miles by road from Elkhorn, to which this church has usually been 
attached for pastoral assignments. <A store, brick school house, blacksmith 
shop, and Mount Pleasant cemetery are at the IWendall corners. 
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Congregationalists, Methodists. and Presbyterians met as early as 1840 
in Christian unity at Captain Wendall’s, at their own homes in turn, and at 
the school house. A society of Presbyterians was formed, but soon became 
Congregational. This body received its ministrations from those early labor- 
ers in newly broken fields: Cyrus Nichols, Stephen Denison Peet, Amnon 
Gaston, Cyrus E. Rosenkrans, David Pinkerton, Samuel [Elbert Miner, and 
other clergymen from Delavan and Elkhorn. Among Wesleyan and Free 
Methodist pastors were George Parsons and George L. Shepardson. 

A highway parts sections 8 and g, and where this crosses the territorial 
road was an early grouping of settlers, with store, postoffice, church, and in 
later time a cheese factory. All this was long known as Barker's Corners, 
for the early settlers of that family name. About 1852 the postofhee was 
new-named Millard and the office at Tibbets was for some years discon- 
trued. 

Seven persons met at Barker's Corners to found a Baptist society. These 
were Rev. Henry Topping. of Delavan, Thankful Ballard, Jonathan. Joseph 
and Sophia H. Loomer, Electa Mason and Christopher Wiswell. «At the 
next meeting, a few days later, James W. Field and six of the Loomer fam- 
ily joined this movement. Mr. Topping divided his well-filled time with the 
the new society for two or three years. .\. B. Winchell relieved him in 
p44; R. Pickett, 1846; Moses Rowley, tem77 Johnaeh Dudley ics eines 
Sheldon, 1851, and agai in 1873 (and died April 4) 1874), 5 Enea, 
1863 to 1868; Nelson Cook, 186g; L. C. Jones, 1873: Mr. Flicks. Mortimer 
A. Packer, about 1887, and ordained in 188 (remaining to 1894 and re- 
turning im woz): S. F. Massett. December, 1894: George Jerome Kyle. 
I8o7, and in i&og: Eh Packer, 189o8: Nicholas Wakeham, 1901; Anthony 
Jacobs, 1905: George N. Doody. tgto-12. The first church was built about 
50. In r&92 a better one was built and the old one set aside and back- 
ward tor Sunday school and other reputable purposes. This society laid out 
a few rods north, im section Oo, on James B. Barker's land, a burial ground 
which has become a public cenietery. 

There are now five school districts in the town of Sugar Creek, formed 
by rearrangement from mine districts. 

The Tlarmers’ Mutual Ture Insurance Company of Sugar Creek was 
organized ino February, 1873, for business in the townships of Darien, 
Geneva, Lafayette, Lagrange, Riclimond, Sngar Creek, Troy and White- 
water. [ts officers in toto were: James Io. Lauderdale, president: James 
Parsons, secretary. At the end of to1o there were 1.290 policies in Tae 
AMOMNting to $2,566,074. Losses paid in that vear, $5,975. Losses paid 
see organization, S6Q,126. 
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The land area of the town Is 21,629 acres, valued at $1,605,800. Value 


Per acteme7 2d. Crop acreages for 1910: 


3.000 hay 72,512; Oats. 2, 
Piola Wwieat. ale. 
795 horses, $55.700; sheep. $800. 
Population: 1850, 1,226; 
Hoole s1O00, O31 -1910, O17. 
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TOWN OF TROY. 


As one of the five towns constituted by the act of January 2, 1838, Troy 
included the next eastward township, set off March 21, 1843, as East Troy. 
The present town is No. 4 north, range 17 east. It is not known why it was 
so called, but it may have been that its discoverer preferred a short and easily 
spelled name. .\bout the time of the separation from East Troy the Legisla- 
ture conferred upon that town the old name and renamed the older town 
Meacham. To this the sensible Major objected and to such purpose that the 
two towns were immediately named as at present. 

Excepting the large Honey creck marsh in the southern one-third of the 
town, the ground is moderately high and well drained. Barometrical obser- 
vations, taken at eight points, give heights above sea-level ranging between 
S11 and 895 feet. The principal water course is Honey creek, which comes 
out of Lagrange into section 31, passes through a corner of section 30 and 
thence across the town into section 30 of East Troy. Crooked ereek flows 
through sections 4, 9, 10, 3, 2 into Lake Lulu, thence over the county line mto 
Ikagle lake and joins itself to the outflow of Beulah Jakes. Booth lake, in 
sections 13, 24, has no inflowing nor outflowing stream. Its area is one hun- 
dred and twenty-five acres aud its greatest depth is twenty-five four-tenths 
feet. Pickerel lake, its little companion in section 13, discharges by a short 
course to the Beulah group. The name Honey creek ts a translation of its only 
native name preserved —.Ah-moo-sis-po-quet-se-pee, and had some aptness 
from a munber of bee trees found and robbed before wasteful white men 
came and made it needless to place wild honey in the tariff list. Besides the 
marsh about to become meadow, there are a few gravel knobs of no consid- 
erable height which rise above the prairie and timbered land; but the town 
generally is the home of prosperous farmers. 

The land area of the town 28 22.378 acres, valued at S1.413.000: averace, 
S63.14 per acre. Crop acreages in 1910: ITarley, 782: corn, 2.6807 Tay. 
2.4647 001%, 3.4047 orchard, 35; potatocsp@s yee oa. timber. 1,35. wheat, 
63. Returns of live stock and values: 1.946 cattle, S59.000; 602 hogs, 
80.3002 4909 horses, $37,900; 931 sheep, S2.800. 
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Population of the town, at seven federal censuses: 1850, 1,094; 1860, 
1,235; 1570, 1,170: 1880, 964; 1890, 972; 1900, 1,018; 1910, 928. 

Major Jesse Meacham and Adolphus Spoor came from Washtenaw 
county, Michigan, in September, 1835, to Milwaukee, whence they set out 
for Rock river valley by way of Waukesha and Mukwonago, and as they 
passed noted favorably the valley of Honey creek. They went home by 
way of Chicago, and on May-day, 1836. set forth again with their fannties 
and household goods which were hauled by two ox teams. They plodded 
through Chicago to Racine and thence by Ives Grove to the ford at Roch- 
ester. The Fox was then at high water and they crossed with some dith- 
culty and with danger of overturn in mid-stream. They left the families at 
Levi Godfrey's, a halting place and a host long memorable to pioneers of 
at least two counties. and went forward, marking their trail as they went by 
ways till then untrodden by white men. to their chosen place in section 25. 
Since they had left the old home at Lodi the brothers, Alexander and Othni 
Beardsley, and Mr. Roberts, also from Michigan, had marked the claim for 
their own and one of them had a fortnight before begun plowing. — It 
was now May 27th. These five were reasonable men and they in possession 
sold their claim to Meacham and Spoor and chose their land in other sections. 

These men had means sufficient for the wants of early settlers, and they 
began at once to build their houses on which they bestowed unusual labor. 
It is told that they sawed boards by hand for their floors and joiner-work. 
[t is not probable that many boards were sawn from each log, nor that their 
flooring was much less than a halt-log in thickness. While they were at 
this work John S. Spoor came and bought Alexander Beardsley’s new claim 
in section 30, and with him Sylvanus Spoor, who bought in section 24. 
Othni Beardsley’s later claim was in sections 23, 26. 

Among inen of 1837 were George W. Blanchard, section 11; Samuel 
Fowler, 27: Charles Heath, 26; George Hibbard, 26; Marcus Montague, 35; 
Albon M,. Perry, 10, 14; Soldan Powers, 10, and Florace Snuth. In the next 
year and thereafter came [tlas Truman and Wilham 2B. Gibbard. sec- 
fone s)acolb inating 29, 30; john Mayhew 34: -\nsel 11, Octell 35; \uson. 
Chaviesmiumrand @benezer Robinson 22, Georee WW. Robinson 27; Warren 
Ames Robinson 23. 

Patents were issued from the land ofhee at Milwaukee to John and 
William B. Austin, section 30; James Babcock, 20; Lewis Bartlett, 18; 
Chester C. and John C. Beach, 7; Samuel Brush Deardsley, 21: ezra Ben- 
nett, 29; Jolm E. Bolkcom, 3; Genjamin Bonney, 20; Fliram Brewster. 27; 
Chauncey Brown, 11, 12; Alexander I. Bunker, 10: Calvin Cary, 3: John 
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Chapman, 9: Jeremiah Clute, 29; Stephen Cooper, 8; Gurdon Coxjues2a: 
Jacob Coxshall, 28; Richard Day, 30; Sprowell Dean, 14. 135, 34%. 2xlenze 
Dougherty, 34; John (earnley, to; Loren Ferm. 28: Walter PoP laider 
2, 17; Philip Foot, a1; Elbert \V. Fowler, 33: William Peni sGilber ae 
Rufus Goodall, 28; Clement Ilare, 32: John Hink, 28: William Holcomb, to: 
James Ingledew. 30; Adeline Keats, 12: Moses Nelloway, 29; John and 
William King, 19, 29; Nelson Lake, 13; James and \Villtam F. Lauderdale, 
30, 31, 32: Archibald Lighbody, 8: George Matthews, 26, 34. Edie Wy allis 
Meacham, 24: James Megginson, 32; James C. Miller. 2; John Morrison, 9; 
Timothy Mower, 12; Hiram E. Noutse..29; Peter O Brienyi7, ts se 
Pillsbury, 19; John W. Pixley. 19; Samuel Lyman Porter, 11: Selah Smith 
Porter, 20; Edwin F. Randall, 9, 10; Norman A. Rice; 22, john saniennee 
Patil schvcantz 2 israel Seott. ‘ 233 Ephraim Whitney Smith, 1: Wailham 
Rees 8: Jesse Tombleson, Andréw Underhill, 2; Thomas 44 alkey. 

lana LN ale veers . atson, 28: James Weeks. 10; Stephen G. 
\\ est, Jr. 21: George Wilson, 21; Asa “Wood, 1S sicher. wwortinicy me 

Joseph Babcock died m 1867. 

John Chapman died at Little Prairie in 1885. 

John Fearnley (1804-1867), born in Yorkshire, died 1n Lagrange. His 
wife was .\nn (1806-1858). 

Wilhiani [loleomb married Juliana Rogers, December 7, 1846. 

Moses Nelloway (1805-1863) had wife Ann (1808-1860). 

Caleb Newcomb (1776-1855) and wife Phoebe (1779-1850) were prob- 
ably from Nova Scotia. 

Peter O'Brien died 1888 in Dakota. 

George \W. Robinson was born 1808, died 1856. 

John Sanford died in 1858. 

Chester C. Beach (1823-1882) was born in Connectieut and died 
[eart Prairie. [le married, first, [lizabeth .\. Reynolds: second, Harriet 
J. Emmons. 

Fzra Bennett (1816-1904) moved to New Berlin, but died at ast Trov. 

Iliram Grewster (1806-1861) married Achsah Mansur (1812-1882). 
Ile left sons. 

Richard Day (1808-1885) died at Whitewater. His wife was Susan 
(1821-1885). 

Sprowell Dean (1795-1843) married Clarissa Scott (1796-1880). 
Isracl Scott and W. WAugustus Dean were his sons. 

Loren Ferry (18t7-1880) married Hannah Rice, February 27. 1845. 
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Samnel Fowler (1809-1894), son of Linus Fowler and Huldah Bagg, 
was born in New Hampshire. His wife, Dorothy .A., a native of Vermont, 
daughter of Allen Dewey, died in 1885. 

Charles Heath (1817-1889) died in Lagrange. MHarriet E., his wife, 
was born in 1817. 

Elias Hibbard (1793-1856) had wife Lydia C. (1800-1875): George, 
his brother (1807-1900), married, first, Elizabeth Clark, 1808-1865; second, 
Mrs. Naomi Waters. He died at Elkhorn. The Hibbards ot Troy were 
Massachusetts-born. 

Mrs. Adeline L. (Goodrich) Keats (1806-1879) was born in Connecti- 
cut, and came to Troy from Michigan. Two of her sisters were married 
to two of the Spoor cousins. 

John King (1806-1899), son of Jacob and Elizabeth, was born in Lan- 
cashire. Hts wife was Hannah Hilton (1808-1887). They came to Rome, 
New York, in 1837. and from 1841 lived in Lagrange. 

Jacob Kling (1785-1883) married Dorothy Gasper (1793-1874). They 
were of Schoharie county, New York. Not all of thetr fourteen children 
came with them to Troy, but enough of them to connect by marriage a con- 
siderable part of southwestern Troy. 

Jacob Rensselaer Kling (1815-1892) married Emily (1817-1907), 
daughter of Gideon Bliss and Prudence Pease. 

John Morrison (1815-1864) married Rachel Lightbody (1815-1808). 
Wilham Henry, their son, was for several years director of farmers’ institutes 
for Wisconsin. 

Hiram E. Nourse (1824- ). son of Ehsha Nourse and Sarah Mur- 
dock, of Vermont, married Elizabeth (1823-1883), daughter of Jacob and 
Dorothy Kling. 

Asaph Perry (1779-1856) and wife Anna (1787-1858) had sons, John 
Adams, who became sheriff, and Albon Mann (1817-1902). whose first wife, 
Susan, was born in 1825 and died in 1870. Both sons lived long at Elkhorn, 
and were radically opposed in politics. 

Selah Smith Porter (1805-1887) had wife Cornelia A. (1806-1849). 

Soldan Powers (1805-1889) came from Vermont in 1837 and, Alay 31, 
1842, married Ann Flanders (2820-1899), who was a sister of Royal C. 
Flanders, of East Troy. Mr. ?owers was a man of education, property and 
influence. He served his town variously and for several years as member 





of county board, town clerk and Justice of the peace. Fe was of the Demo- 
cratic old guard of the county. 
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Martin Ray. born 1779, married Caroline Phelps (1781-1849), who 
died at the home of one of her sons. Three of their large family came to 
the county, and all had some part in its greater affairs. These were .\dam 
E., George .\ugustus, and Henry M.: the last named was of Delavan. 

Norman Alonzo Rice married [Elizabeth Holcomb. December 3, 1845. 

Paul Schwartz (1811-1895), born in Bavaria. was son of Adam 
Schwartz, who came to America in 1832. Paul married Elizabeth Wagner 
(1815-1881). Their children are vet well known in the Troys. 

Mark Watson (1810-1896) married Elizabeth Randall (1810-1897). 

Major Meacham made his village. which he named Troy. at the point 
where the line between sections 25 and 26 is crossed by the Afilwaukee and 
Janesville road, though that was not laid out until 1838. This was a few rods 
south of Tloney ereek, which afforded a good water power at which Meacham 
built his grist mill in 1844. This mill was well built and equipped and was 
long locally useful. In 1839 he was a licensed inn-keeper. [In 1843 he built 
the largest barn in the county. It was forty feet wide and one hundred feet 
long, and it was not merely a barn, for it served for dancing and for other 
public gatherings. 

\ sehool was opened in 1839. Lucinda, daughter of Dr. Daniel Allen 
and Olive Enelish, taught in a neighboring district of the town in 1840. 
Miss \llen was twice married, first to John AMlavhew and then ta John 
Young, and there were three children of each marriage. Two of her Alay- 
hew children became teachers. Her eldest daughter of second marriage was 
Emma, who became wife of Wilham Pitt Meacham. 

Troy was a fairly promising village until it foimd itself shunned by rail- 
way builders. It had a mill. tavern. stores, shops, postoffice, church, school 
and cemetery. Its two intersecting streets are well traveled lighwavs. and 
the surrounding country is fair and fertile. [Tt 1s but two and one-half miles 
from Hast Troy, its more thriving rival; three miles from the railway sta- 
tion at Proy Center, and nearly as distant from Mayhew. Within the period 
between 1857 and 1880 the village felt the depressing mfluenee whieh for a 
ereat part of that period had affected the larger villages of the county, and 
Its aspect was to stranger eyes that of a hamlet for which two panic periods 
and a civil war had wholly blighted every earlier hope. The changes which 
encouraged and hrightened elsewhere brought a quickening spirit to Trov. 
Housebuilding, repairing, painting, lawn-mowing and tree-trinming have 
made it look at least pleasantly habitable. 

The mal was built about a half mle northeastward, along the road to 
Feast Troy. Janes Tall hought it m 1853, Cliatles\) Gale and Peters: 
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Stewart in 1854. and Edward Wright in 1858. For the next eleven years 
at the least, Troy flour was as good as the best. John A. Pierce, of Millard. 
bought the mill in 1869 and after a few more years it was left to decay and 
fall. 

The church was Congregational and was organized August 17, 1839. by 
Rey. Lemuel Hall, of Geneva, whose pastorate then reached. in effect, from 
the state line to the northern county line. This society built its church in 
1848. Twelve vears later it became and is yet a schoo] house. In its rear 
is the little cemetery where Major Meacham, his wife and one of her sons 
were buried. (Next to the church eastward ts the Major's later built house, 
where William Pitt Meacham, the first-born of Troy, died November 3, 1911. 
He was the son of Urban D. Meacham and Prudence Geddes, and was born 
September 27. 1836.) After Mr. Hall the Congregational pastors were Mr. 
Ordway. David A. Sherman, Solomon Chaffee. Cvrus E. Rosekrans. Ros- 
well Robinson Snow, Milton Wells, James Hall, Avelyn Sedgwick. 

Major Meacham carried mail unofficially to and from Milwaukee until 
1838 when a postoffice was established and himself conimissioned law fully. 
He held this post for many years, undisturbed by the ins and outs of Presi- 
dents. After him the office was generally at one of the stores. Huis most 
noteworthy successor, perhaps, was Geoige H. Streng, about 1894. who, a 
short time before, had killed a burglar—though of that the appomting power 
was not informed. 

TROY CENTER. 


Troy Center, in sections 14, 15, was a creation of the railway company 
which in 1871 needed a station there. at a meeting of highways. In that year 
Charles D. Haven and Daniel A. Olin, for the company. bought of James 
Gardiner Briggs 359.37 acres. In the same year these three men joined in 
a deed “to the public’ of land included in a village plat. .\ postoftice was 
established, a hotel. stores. warehouse, blacksmith shop were built and thirty 
or more comfortable homes made there. Charles Wwvinan built the first 
house. John A. Schwartz built the first store, George Dewitt Dinlt the hotel, 
and William H. Dewitt built the warehouse, afterward owned and occupied 
by Nathaniel Mi Bunker and Lindsey J. Smith, and now by John .\. and 
Albert «AA. Schwartz. «As early as 1837 George W. Blanchard, Albon MI. 
Perry and Soldan Powers formed a little group of settlers about a half mile 
north of the station, but from this no village resulted. 

The postmasters have been Charles D. Baldwin. Frank S. Lumb. J. Kern 
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Douglas, James B. Wales. The office has two rural routes which supply 
nearly the whole township, with parts of East Troy and Lagrange. 

The Farmers Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Troy and East Troy 
was incorporated in July, 1875, for business in these towns with Lafayette 
aud Spring Prairie. Its policies in force at the end of 1910 were 440, amount- 
ing to $1,273,598. Losses paid since 1875 amount to $27,505. Its present 
officers are Alexander Fraser, of [loney Creek, president; Paul Schwartz, of 
East Troy, secretary. 

The station has been an important distributing point for lumber and coal 
and shipping point for grain, wool and dairy products. Nearly one mile 
north a side-track Icads to a Chicago company's ice-houses, from which about 
one thousand five hundred carloads are shipped yearly. Lulu lake. from 
which this natural product is taken, is small, but deep and clear, and affords 
as pure ice as the sanitary authorities may require. 

Jesse Halstead and Samuel Pillsbury were sent as early as 1837 to plant 
the Methodist Episcopal church in Honey creek valley. It is not told precisely 
how and where the members met until 1848, when the Congregational church 
at Troy was opened to them. No doubt, too, they made the school houses 
serve their need. [for several years the members seem to have distributed 
themselves among the churches of neighboring towns. In 1894 came a re- 
newal of active interest and Mr. Briggs gave the society a lot at Troy Center 
and a comfortable church was built on it. Its pastors have been D. B. Coffeen: 
Thoinas Potter, 1895; John Albert Collinge, 1896: John C. McClain, 1902: 
Ambrose C. Jett, 1905; Samuel ugg. 1907; Horatio S. Martin, 1908: Harris 
Po lerew. 1900; Gicorsen), = leester 1g10: 


MAYIIEW. 


Mayhew. in section 33, less than four miles from Troy Centre, began 
1871 with John Matheson’s warehouse, store, lumber sheds and blacksmith 
shop, and was at once made a station and a postoffice, the latter now discon- 
tinned. Atr. Matheson was one of the most energetic business men in his 
quarter of the county, and he saw no reason why the grain and lumber trade 
night not be made profitable to himself and locally convenient. He passed 
thence to ast Troy and finally to Elkhorn. Wherever he went he drew to 
hunself active and profitable trade. Excepting the station, which was named 
from Jesse Mayhew, on whose land it was built, the buildings, all of which 
were Matheson’s, are unoccupied. 
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EI tLeE PRAIRIE. 


Little Prairie, in section 6, is known as the early home of Adam E. Ray, 
the Harlow, Olds, and a few other old families, once numerous there and 
hard by. Mr. Ray gave or sold a fine field for a cemetery, now well peopled 
and well cared for, in 1850; a lot for the Methodist church in 1858; and one 
for the Bible Christians in 1861. Dexter B. Olds gave a deed to the Seventh- 
day Adventist society in 1867. The membership of these bodies was partly 
of Lagrange, and of the country about Eagle and Palinyra. Only the Meth- 
odist church is now left, and for ministerial purposes is joined to the pastorate 
at Palmyra. 

ADAMS. 


Adams, at the quarter line of sections 18 and 19, was for a few years 
named in the postal guide, and a little burial ground is one mark of its site. 
It was not a village but a neighborhood. The families of Brophy, Chatfield, 
Coombe, Kling, Lackey, Nourse and Terwilliger were among those grouped 
within range of its postoffice delivery. 

Bemis Foster bought an interest in the water power in section 31, in 
1854. This is the outflow of Mill lake, of the Lauderdale group. Here he 
ground grists until 1865 when he sold to William Patterson, who at once 
conveyed the mill to Wilham B. Lean, whose flour had a wide demand. 

There are six school districts wholly within the township limits, besides 
a joint district with Eagle and one with Lagrange. The schools, as in other 
towns, are feeders for the high schools of neighboring villages and cities. 
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Cite ek NN NVI. 
TOWN OF WALWORTH. 


Township 1 north, range 16 east, was a part of the town of Delavan 
until February 28, 1839, when it was set off and named for the county. It 
then for four years included Sharon. Next southward are the towns of 
Alden and Chemung, in Illinois. The ground is generally high, much like 
that of Sharon. At the observatory it is one thousand fifty feet above sea- 
level, and nearly as high for a considerable area about that institution. At 
the railway station. village of Walworth, the height is one thousand four 
feet. The lowest point is a short'and narrow area at the end of Geneva lake, 
from which the ground rises almost precipitously in three directions to the 
normal height of the town. Big Foot prairie, in the southwestern quarter 
of the town, and spreading bevond the state line, was early known as one 
of the largest and richest of the county. The northwestern corner of the 
town is slightly uneven and was once moderately timbered, as is the land 
In sections 35, 36 and most of the high margin of Geneva lake. 

The streams are few and small. There is, or was, a small lake of very 
irregular outline in sections 25 and 26. Geneva lake covers nearly the whole 
of section 12. about three-eighths of section 13, and cuts a “huge half-moon, 
a monstrous cantle”’ out of sections 11 and 14. When the ancient lake broke 
through its lower barrier it was so far lowered as to lay bare the irregularly 
outlined, quickly and unevenly sloping Fontana valley in sections 14 and 15. 
through the deeper grooves of which a little mill-stream winds its short course 
to the small and now shrinking but not useless marsh at its mouth, and at 
the edge of the lake. 

Including the village of Walworth (46y acres). the land area of the town 
iso2ies er acies, ye iveiace Value tor tow, 121; for villave, $326.22. “Total 
value of town land, $2,590.700: of village land, $153,000. Crop acreages: 
barley, 1.638; corn, 3.854: hay, 3,226; oats, 1.539: orchard, 55: potatoes. 
210: timber, 912: wheat, 19. Numbers and values of live stock: 35535 
cattle, $97,000; 1,100 hogs, S11.300; 869 horses. $65,800; 579 sheep, $2.300. 

Inhabitants of the town, as numbered by federal census: 1850, g&7: 
1860. 1.403: 1870. 2,291; 1880, 1,278; 1890, 1,372: 1900, 2.003; 1910, 1,698. 
Walworth village in 1910 had 755 inhabitants. 
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James Van Slyke came with his family from the mill-section at Geneva 
late in 1836 and was Big Foot's nearest neighbor, who, thanks to Mrs. Van 
Slyke'’s tact and kindness. was friendly and probably in some ways helpful. 
The high ground on three sides of Fontana valley no doubt made the hard 
winter of 1836-7 more endurable than at most of the new settlements. 

As Cyrus Church remembered and noted, the settlers of 1837 were 
Amos Bailey, section 11; William Bell, 16; Cyrus Church, 21; Jonathan C. 
Church, 10; Carlos Le Deouelass, 26, 27: Thomas Godirey.-20; Jamess 
Maxwell: 27; Alotiiias Mielir, 143 orice C.. Porter, oh > John Keaderen.. 
Willian Rumsey, 30; Marcus and Robert Russell, 15; Jacob Gregg Sanders, 
21; Israel W. Starr, 13; Jonathan Ward, 13. Between 1837 and 1840 Joseph 
Bailey came to sections 31, 36; Cholister Bartholomew, 14; Mills Church, 
28; Dr. Ilenry Clark, 23: Newell Crooks, 15; John Cummings, 13; David 
Davids, 27; Jonathan }*ish, 33; Sylvester Hawver, —: Rev. Phipps \V. Lake, 
342 Wiltani Reed. ao Lucius Sites er. Lewis oed a2 

Patents of land are recorded from the United States to Samuel Mills 
Bailey, in section 1; Harvey Birchard, 5, 8; James and John Boorman, 18; 
Aloysius Brown, 30; Charles Brown, 1, 11: George Brown, Jr., 3; Joseph 
Burdick, 23; James Carney, 6; William M. Clarke, 25; @lichael Clinton, 1; 
Harlow Merrill Coon, 25: Joseph T. Crumb, 26; Curtis Hector and Elihu G. 
Eaton, 2; Peter and William Featherstone, 7, 8; Henry Ferow, 5. 9: John 
sewell Folds, 1; .\ndrew Gilbert, 24; Elisha Wells Hadley, 1; Moses Payson 
Hadley. 12; Samuel Ilale, 1; Charles Plone, 5; Amos D. Joliseees. lolin 
Keith, 8; Edmund and John Witely, 15: George H. Lown, 4, 5; Chilion Buck- 
lm Matteson, 9; Dr. Philip Maxwell, 15, 26, 27: John Meginnis, 6; Truman 
Pierce, 1; Robert 1. Rodman, 30; Sterling Pomeroy Searle. 18; Peter 
siperly, 5: George Sniutli, ri, 217 20; James daa “Sith 25 Sala 
Iq. Stevens, 15, Catharine Stewart, 30; William Thomas and Jacob Vander- 
veer, 6; Samuel Eh. Van Sehaick, 7: Joseph Dy Whiteley, 2596: Svicanas 
Wilcox. 8: Austin Wilhaims, 3: Isracl Williams, 1. 24: Moses Daniel 
Williams, 28; Daniel L. and Robert J. Wood, 23: Albert Worcester, 9; John 
Po) V choad atiircies: yoni. 1), 

samuel Mills Bailey, born in 1825, was son of Enoch, whose American 
ancestors, reckoned from lumself backward in time, were Charles, Stephen, 
James, John, James, of Massachusetts in 1640. 

John Boorman (1805-1864). had wife Mary (1809-1893). 

Charles Brown (1798-1876) married Nanev Van Dresser. 

Mills Church married Mary Daniels, October 24. 18.44. 

William M. Clarke married Fanny Maxon July 2. 1845. 
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Harlow M. Coon (1819-1899) married Harriet E. Crumb (1823-1884). 

Newell Crooks married, October 25, 1840, Phoebe Angeline, daughter 
of Christopher and Phoebe Douglass. 

Joseph T. Crumb (1799-1872) had wife Harriet M. (1816-1882). 

Thomas Featherstone (1816-1863) married Catharine Pramer, Novem- 
ber 3, 1844. 

Henry Ferow (died 1869) married Leah Simmons (1807-1886). 

Thomas Godtrey (1809-1878) married Mrs. Elizabeth (West) L[ligh- 
land, who died in 1881, and he built the first house on Big Foot Prairie, in 
os 7 

Sylvester Hawver married, March 27, 1842, Agnes Noailles, daughter 
of Christopher Douglass. 

Amos Dike Johns (1812-1884) had wife Beulah (1806-1877). 

John Keith (1792-1864) and wife Margaret (1792-1864) were but 
three days separated by death. 

Edmund Kiteley (1822-1909) lived in Sharon; his wife, Mary M. Salis- 
bury, died in 1901. 

Matthias Mohr went to Kansas and died there in 1887. 

Truman Pierce (1787-1866) and Mary (1755-1852), his mother, were 
buried at East Delavan. 

Robert L. Rodman (1806-1895) married Rebecca Harsel (1810-1882). 

Marcus C. Russell married, November 10, 1814, Rebecca (1825-1910), 
daughter of Robert A. Potter and Sarah Pine, a niece of the bishops Alonzo 
and Horatio Potter. 

Sterling Pomeroy Searle (1807-1885) in 1860 had wife Ellen and five 
children. 

Lucius W. Smith married Mary Maria Mason, October 26, 1843. 

Kobert John Wood married Lucy Miranda Jones, April 17, 1844, at Col. 
Maxwell's house. 

Dr. Albert Worcester (born 1811) was son of Parker (1782-1864) and 
Abigail (1785-1863). 

John Lefferts Wyckoff (1808-1892) was son of Rev. H. V. Wyckoff, 
of Montgomery county. New York. He married. first, Hannah Pettit (died 
jaf) scemideainna I. Smith. He came to Walworth im 1841, 

Seffrenes Young (1810-1888) and wife Eliza (1819-1885) were buried 
at \Walworth. His name seems an odd form of “Sophronius.’’ 

The road from Southport (Kenosha) to Beloit and that from the foot 
of Geneva lake, as well as the several trails and roads from southward, soon 
brought settlers to a township whose smiling face masked no deceit. 3ailey, 
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Bell, Chureh, Douglass, Lake, the Maxwells, Reader and others of their tine 
were men who chose their new homes with sound judgment and prospered by 
their choice. Loeal trading points for a time at Bell's Corners, at the quarter- 
line of sections 16 and 17, and at Douglass Corners at the quarter-line ot 
sections 21 and 22—the two places separated by the diagonal-length of a 
square mile. At the state line, on the road from Douglass Corners to Har- 
vard, a hamlet named Bigfoot, with postoffice, began its existence early, but 
it has not yet become a village, though it has the area of two states for its 
expansion. 

A postoffice was established at Bell's Corners in 1839 and William Bell 
was postmaster until 1853, when he was followed by Lafayette Chesley. In 
1861 William B. Maxson transferred the office to Douglass Corners, which 
had been named Walworth. Amos H. Hiteheoek. a soldier of the Tenth 
Iniantry, was appointed in 1869, Elisha B. Coon in 1885. Mahlon Colburn 
about 1889. Mr. Coon again in 1893, Delos Burdick about 1897. Nathan 
Dwight Maxson, 1898-1912. 

Earlier residents of the town and of the East Delavan neighborhood had 
definite religious and moral convictions. Of these godly folks an unusually 
large proportion were of the Seventh-day Baptist persuasion, and among them 
were inen of strong character, sufficient means, and practical ability for the 
conduct of their own and publie affairs, and their influence on the town polity 
was felt throughout their aetive lives. These men in a manner gave to their 
community, as seen from without, a somewhat distinctive quality. aspeet. or 
atinosphere. As there were also strong and able men of other religious heliet 
and of no religion, there were enough differences of habit, prejudice, judg- 
ment, and interest to keep Walworthian life froin stagnation. 

Meetings were held in 1845, at which a society of Seventh-day Baptists 
was permanently formed. At or near the sane time a district school house 
was about to be built—that which was long known and is vet remembered as 
the “cobblestone school house.” Several members of the new society sub- 
scribed to the district building fund, but with a proviso that the house should 
he so enlarged as to permit its temporary use as a chapel. .\mong the 
founders of the society are named Nathan LL. Bassett. Hannah MI. Coon. Har- 
riet [. Coon, William Davids, Charles N. Dowse. Deacon Alfred Maxson. 
and John PB. Maxson. A considerable number of this congregation became 
stockholders in the Big Foot Academy. which was built in 1856-7, and in 
1860 the society bought this building and held it for its domble use as school 
and as church until 1874. In 1873-4 a substantial church was built 
village at cost of seven thousand dollars, and dedicated in March, 1874. 
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Elder Stillman Coon held protracted meetings in 1846, and with Daniel 
Babcock afterward supplied pastoral nunistration. Rev. Phipps \W. Lake, of 
the greater branch of the Baptist church, also contributed his services to these 
meetings. In March, 1847, Elder Coon came as resident pastor. For two 
years from 1849 Elder Lake and Thomas Maxson supplied pulpit service. 
Thereafter were Oliver P. Hull, 1851-9; Varnum Hull and William M. Jones, 
six months each. Wuthin the next four vears, Charles Lewis, 1863; James 
Bailey, 1865 and 1869; Solomon Carpenter, 1866; Lebbeus M. Cottrell, 1867; 
Deacon William B. Maxson, 1869 (two months) ; Leander Elliott Livermore. 
1871-4: Oscar U. Whitford, Alexander McLearn; Simeon H. Babcock, 1887; 
S. Lafayette Maxson. 1887; Mazzini G. Stillman; Andrew P. Ashurst to 1912. 
It is told that forty persons were converted during the Lewis pastorate. The 
church has now about one hundred members. Its relations with other churches 
have been harmonious. In 1856 this society made anti-slavery an article of 
its faith. 

Baptists of the larger branch of the denomination formed a society about 
1856 and built a church in section 18, one and one-quarter miles westward 
from Bell's Corners. This is locally known as the “brick church.” It was 
well built and is pleasantly situated. It has always been strong in numbers 
and in spirit. Its pastors have been: Thomas Bright, 1857; Albert R. Bald- 
win, 1858: Alexander Hamilton, 1861; Edward L. [arris, 1868; James J. 
MeIntvre, 1869; Ferdinand D. Stone, 1871; Spencer G. Adams, 1874; Enoch 
Pickering, 1882; Levi Parmly, 1886; B. F. Hutchinson, 1888; Alfred Row- 
land. 1889: S. C. Enos (unordained). 1891: J. J. Schuler, 1893; John Y. 
Montague, 1894; Joseph [. Jenkins, 1895; Henry Tibbets, 1904; \W. T. Me- 
Gann, 1906; D. \W. Porterfield, 1908; Harvey H. Mullan. 1910. This pastoral 
service from 1857 to 1912 has been, as is understood, without noticeable in- 
termissions. 

The Congregational society organized and built its church in 1892 at the 
village. Its pastor list is: Moulton N. Clark, 1892: John Wesley Jordan, 
1901: Alexander Charles Warner, 1906; William FE. Davidson, 1910. ‘Ths 
pulpit also supplies Fontana and Willams Pay. 

Immanuel Evangelical Society was formed in 1883 and built its church 
at the village in 1891. Its pastors have been: Jacob Sclineller, 1883; F. 
Krueger, 1886; John Schneller, 1889: H. Ninneman. 1890; Samuel J. lérff- 
Mie vcr al5ooe 7c. Hoffman, 18907 7C.  Rabehl, 1898; Herman |. Prochnew, 
1901: F. A. Mundt, 1904; George F. Hack, 1906; Johann Carl Etzelimucller, 
1910. This church has more than sixty members. [ts trustecs are Johann 
Utesch, who is clerk: Carl Schwabe. Ludwig Schacht. It is not a Lutheran 
church. 
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In the winter of 1838-9 Mrs. Moses D. Wilhams taught a private school. 
The county commissioners appomted, in January. 1840, as schoo] inspectors 
for Walworth, William Bell. Rev. Phipps W. Lake, James .\. Maxwell, Will- 
iam Runisey, H. Smith Young. A meeting was held at Mlr. Maxwell's house 
in that year, with Mr. Lake as moderator and James M. Clark as clerk, and 
here Big Foot school district number one was organized. A framed house 
was bought and moved with ox teams to a point near the house of Christopher 
Douelass, on the road from Chicago to Madison. John M. Lewis taught a 
three-months’ winter term for eighty dollars. Hannah M. Clark taught 
through the summer term for eighteen dollars. The house was burned in 
1842, and the district bought another frame house. moved it a half-nule by 
ox-power to a lot withm the village plat, and fitted it for school, town hall, 
and other public purposes. About 1854 the district voted three hundred dol- 
lars (the highest sum then allowed by law) for a new house. This sum 
served to enclose the building, and Ilowell W. Randolph, Eli Davis and Cyrus 
Church, who were then trustees, advanced the cost of plastering, seating, 
painting, and furnishing. The next July school meeting voted a sum of 
money large enough to meet these expenses. Dr. Henry Clark's land in sec- 
tion 23. at the crossing of section lines, two miles east of the village and a 
half-mile southward, was the site of the “cobblestone school house” built in 
1845. District No. 6 (jointly with Linn) has a modern school house there. 


BIG FOOT AGADEAI*. 


Men and women of \Walworth in its first twenty vears felt the need of 
something more for their children than the opportunities of the district schools, 
however excellent these schools were for their time and its circumstances. In 
anew country there was no overshadowing educational center near enongh 
to be available, to which the brighter youth might be sent. One forward step 
might be taken at home if home sentunent might be unified to such a de- 
sirable end. It cannot now be said who led or who were first to follow. But 
there were always men who were never far belund in anv good work. 

.\ meeting was held in w\pril, 1855. at which Harlow Al. Coon presided 
and Mfr. Bell was secretary. Alr. Randolph moved to eleet nine trustees, and 
this was shown to be the sense of the meeting. William Bell, Carlos L. 
Douglass. Llarlow M1. Coon were chosen for one vear: ilijah Easton. Willian 
It. Maxson, .\mas Bailey for two vears; Revoty er ieeiiall, Cvs Glin 
Plowell W. Randolph for three years. This hoard made Mr. Douglass its 
president. Mr. Bell seeretary. and Mr. Church treasurer. Teli B. vers, Joseph 
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Bailey, Henry Hall and Ephraim B. Swinney are also named among these 
earlier movers toward the object desired. Amos Bailey and AIr. Randolph 
were nade a building counnittee, but some delay was inevitable. The needful 
rund was not to be collected on instant demand, and the sum required was 
large for a yet small community whose wealth was in land rather than im 
money lying in ancient Herrick safes at Geneva or Delavan. Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry C. Coon were teaching in a select schvol at the village in 1856, and 
they presented the matter to their patrons and others so well that large- 
minded farmers and villagers and clear-seeing and capable women were con- 
vineed that the time was ripe for instant action. The needful sum, about six 
thousand dollars. was soon subscribed or secured, and Amos Bailey gave a 
fine piece of ground in the heart of the village. .\ substantial and sightly 
brick building was ready for its use at the fall term of 1857. 

In 1861 Charles H. Gilbert bought this building with its site and in the 
sale year sold it to the Seventh-day Baptist society, but the academy con- 
tinued its work until 1882, when it was closed, the property was sold to the 
village school district, and the academic functions were thereafter performed 
by the high school which was then ready to carry forward its general purpose. 
A larger new building was afterward placed in front of the old one, with but 
a foot-passage between. In a little more time further floor space and better 
Inner arrangement were needed, and early in 1912 workimen were pulling 
away the now historic building of 1857 1n order to double the capacity of the 
newer building and meet this century's requirement for high schools. A 
souvenir pamphlet was lately printed at the instance of living teachers, pupils, 
and patrous of the academy. These twenty-eight pages contain a fair picture 
of the academy. thirty-six portraits, and a pupil-list of six hundred and eleven 
names, of which eighty-six are starred to denote deaths. These are prefaced 
with a short account of the school and its teachers. Its list of principals, as 
slightly corrected by a teacher living at the village, was: Daniel B. Maxson, 
1857; Joseph \. Badger, 1858-9; Adoniram J. Kingman, 1860; Witham 
Marriner, 1863; Ambrose C. Spicer, 1864; Samuel I. Ballard, 1865-8; Albert 
R. Crandall, 1868-9; Inez Childs, acting, 1869: James J. MeIntyre, 1870-1: 
Pemidersethioueivermiore, 1871-9 Joseph S. Radger. Jr.. 1875; \Wardicr ©. 
Titsworth, 1876; Jacob Sheffeld Maxson, 1877; Irrank \W. Place, 1878-9: ©. 
Eugene Larkin, 1879-80: Ifrank O. Burdick, 1880-1; Mazzini G. Stillman, 
1881-2. Their assistants are well and kindly reniembered: Dr. Edward G. 
Huse, Mrs. Ifenry C. Coon and W. FI. Lewis, 1857-8: Itlisha B. Coon, 1859; 
Pamelia Cronkhite. 1860; Hannah McPherson, 1863; Ars. Spicer, 1864; 
Jennie Ballard, 1867-8; Inez Childs, 1869-70; Phoebe S. Coon and Mary A. 
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Cuckow, 1870-1: Mary Wicks, 1871-5; Emma Glaspey, 1876; Mrs. Jacob 5. 
Maxson, 1877; Mrs. Alice D. Piace and Olive M. Ewing, 1878-9; Alinnie 
Douglass, 1879-80; Mary Whitiord, 1880-1. These teachers were known and 
esteemed in their profession and from its opening to its closing the academy 
sustained its high reputation, which drew for it many pupils from abroad. 

Pupilage so increased with the coming of a twentieth-century Walworth 
that a large new building, of good red brick, was placed squarely in front of: 
the old one, masking it wholly as seen from across the park. The two struc- 
tures, with their three acres of ground. are valued at fifteen thousand dollars. 
In 1911 demolition of the older building and construction of a new one to 
ineet present and prospective need of the district was decreed, and the work 
began with the spring of 1912. The estimated cost of the new building is also 
fiiteen thousand dollars. This school employs nine teachers, and is on the 
list at Madison of what in official language are called ‘taccredited schools.” as 
is also the high school at Sharon. 

The village of Walworth was platted by Carlos L. Douglass and grew 
until the business check of 1857. Its first tavern was at the house of Christo- 
pher Donglass, and was kept a few vears later by Carlos L. Douglass, who 
presently engaged in larger affairs. At some time not recorded nor clearly 
remembered the Red Lion tavern was built and served its purpose until the 
new order of village life came in, when a handsome little three-storied house, 
built of brick, well finished and furnished within and well managed, supplied 
the later needs. It is named the Wayside Inn. Between it and the school 
house les a little park, around three sides of which part of the stores and shops 
are ranged. As the town grants no licenses for sale of liquor, the school and 
hotel are not too near together. 

\Valworth remained little more than a hamlet until the electric railway 
was built from tlarvard in 1899. followed in t90t by the Chicago, Milwaukee 
& St. Paul railway line from Chicago to Janesville. In the latter year it was 
Incorporated as a village, and it is now one of the handsomest of four such 
municipalities in the county. The street-ways are raised with good gravel 
forever out of the fertile mud and the walks are generally of cement. It has 
been lighted with gasoline since 1905 and its water works began service in 
1911. It is not too far from Geneva lake to receive some benefits from sum- 
mer sojourners, for the electric line reaches the lake shore at ]*ontana, a ride 
of two and one-half miles. 

savery & Alden began to publish the [aleorth Times in 1904. Their 
successors have been Walter A. MeAfferty., Edward M. Ifolston and Charles 
Clarke, edward and Maurice Morrissey (with Hiram S. Bell as temporary 
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editor), Herbert E. Miles, and since 1907 Frank F. Perrin. The paper is 
non-partisan. 

The Farmers’ Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Walworth was in- 
corporated in January, 1878, for business in that town. Its risks in force at 
the end of 1910 were 461, amounting to $788,990. Losses paid since 1878 
amount to $16.496. Its present ofhcers are Carlos S. Douglass, of Fontana, 
president; Martin F. Schacht, of Walworth, secertary. 

The \Valworth State Bank was incorporated in 1903. Its capital is 
$15,000, and deposits $190,000, Carlos S. Douglass is president and Frank 
.. Lawson, cashier. 

FONTANA. 


The highlands which bound and overlook Geneva lake are at its head. 
continued in wanton curvatures for about a mile southwestward in section 15 
of Walworth. Recession of the water by some prehistoric bursting of the 
eastern wall left a very uneven bottom about a half-inile wide, whose numer- 
ous springs suggest the probable character of the whole lake floor. In or near 
this basin-like part of section 14 James Van Slyke built his cabin mn 1836 and 
marked claims wheresoever he listed. In July, 1840, he sold part of his do- 
main to John Cumming, who, in January, 1845, sold it to Richard Montague, 
from whom Carlos L. Douglass bought in 1856. 

It is not now known at Walworth when or where James Van Slivke went 
from that town or from this earth. Tradition preserves an impression that 
-his wife was in most ways lis superior. This may do him mucli less than 
justice As Mr. Payne’s friend in 1836 he was in small favor with the Brink 
party. .\t Fontana he may not have stood as high as his half-heroic wife i 
Bigtoot’s esteem. but the noble red man’s standards of measurement are his 
own. From the scanty record of the fanuly as landowners it is learned that 
in March, 1845, Charlotte Van Slyke bought for twenty-five dollars, of I. 
Wells Warren, lot 8 in block 19 (next west of the park), in the village of 
Geneva; and that in March, 1859, Dolphus S. Van Slyke and Lovina, his wife, 
Fernando D. Joy and Mary S., his wife, James S. Chambers and Rosalie W., 
his wife, and D. J. Van Slyke. as “sole heirs of Charlotte Van Slyke, of Wal- 
worth, deceased,” sold the same lot to Dan Wright. Also, that in 1851, 
Catharine Van Slyke received a deed of real estate in Walworth from Eliza- 
beth Cummings, and that in one or more papers Catharine’s name is joined, 
her name placed first, with that of Dolphus S. Van Slyke. The child born 
at Geneva in 1836 died in 18356, but it is thought not at the home of her par- 
ents. 
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It is told that in 1837 James Van Slyke sold a part of his claim or claims 
to .\mos Bailey, Dr. Henry Clark and AMlatthias tohr. These three mien 
planned rather than platted a village near the lake in 1838. but its building 
Was postponed indefinitely. AIr. Mohr, however, named the locality Fontana. 
Near the water's edge, on the north side of the basin. was a grove of large 
trees standing on not too uneven ground and here, about 1871, Gurdon 
Montague and Doric C. Porter set apart a place for pieme and large out-of- 
door meetings. Some part of this ground was included in George Mf. Reid’s 
park, deeded or dedicated “to the public” n 1890. 

Richard Montague built a saw-mill in 1845, which became a grist-null in 
tSGo. In 1857-8 Carlos S. Douglass built a grist-mll lower down the 
fountain-born rill, equipped it, improved it. and for thirty years his flour was 
of the best in the county. Stores and dwellings gradually surrounded the mill, 
aud Fontana became a village and summer resort, accessible by railway and 
steamer from all parts of the world,—half-hidden, as it is, in the ancient bay. 
Near the lake is a fish hatchery, well stocked with voung trout. Behind the 
village a gravel crusher taces the northern bank of the basin, and its product 
is largely used at home and within the county. as well as shipped out of the 
state by the electric line. Air. Douglass platted the village in 1895. but village 
life had begun there much earlier. In 1891 the women of the Congregational 
Aid Soctety built a union church, and the pastors at Walworth perform duty 
here. The postoffice remains a local convemience. James B. Davis and Osear 
I. Davis have been postmasters since its establishment. about 1884. The vil- 
lage school has four departments. 


WILLEIAS BAX. 


The bay named by or for Capt. Israel Williams cuts almost rectangularly 
into section 6 of Linn, leaving on its west side a strip of that section about 
five-cighths of a nule long from sonth to north and, say forty rods wide. 
From the head of the bay to the town line of Geneva is one-third of a mile. 
‘rom the Linn strip the ground slopes upward into section 1 of Walworth. 
The village of Williams Bay hes on the Linn strip and the Walworth slope. 
with such varied contour as to make the site practicable and pleasing to 
home-keepers and summer visitors. The village settlement began about 1879. 
Mr. Simmous noted that in 1892 the place “began to attract attention of stich 
as were seeking summer homes.” At the head of the bay the Chicago & 
Northwestern Railway Company made one of its terminal stations, six miles 
from Lake Geneva, ninety-two miles from Chicago by way of Elgin and 
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Crystal Lake. The first trains arrived and departed June 1, 1888. A_post- 
office was established in 1892, with Mrs. Marie R. (Barnhart) Walliams, 
1902, Mrs. Josephine Barnhart, 1898. Miss Anna Peterson, 1907, as post- 
masters. James L. Tubbs platted the village in 1897 for Mrs. Lucretia S., 
widow of Royal Joy Williams. 
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lyse Ve ee 2 eee ae 1849-50 
ot C3) DLE M MMe LHE Cees 2 payee a AE 1863-4 

TOWN 
Jeiniesore le. C ler ee ee 1843-5 
Keliert. os. 1Ouit) eee 1846 
Jeremiah Seollard eee e eee 1847 
Abert “Ci tolley <2 eee 1848 
seth ohttlcr aaa 1849-51, 53 
David “Coon, [tt 2222 1852 
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Liza fOr eee eee as 1887-89 
Davtch Otinan—--2- = 1847 
lemineston —. Parker,..22.9 1881-2 
a8) Sr eters ~.u2S Seca eee 1884 
GeOrcea mn at ietceu=a eam 1890, ‘95-6 


Mark F. Pierce.._1864-6, ’77, ’79-So 
Doric Chipman Porter__1848, ’53, ‘59 
Lester "Ge Porte, 22.5 .-—aea 1903-4 


‘vulva Ramsay 2223.5 eeeee 1844 
Howell \V. Kandolph ese a——— 1857 
John Reader 222222 2eeeee 1846, 52 
Joseph Rector _____-__1860-1, ’65-6 
Wihain S. Keser 22.422. e——ae 1905 
Charles 1. Ripley 222 s2—= ee 1887 
Leib. Ripley 225.2 ee 1875 
Nigeting a acnachtesamas 1907, ‘10-12 
GeOrce ah Scotts = === aaa 1869 
Edusin), Sherburne 2222s 1878 
Hphinaili Ow niney ee ee 1870-2 
Joseph Swiineree=== 1890, °92. ’94-5 
Henry: Dimnine 222 eee eee 1902 
see lS aot Gin) 1] eee 18703) 70 
leh vat reset, )in eae 1908-10 
Jolin Be ¥an) Schaick 22-2 ee 1900-2 
Jolin Wey oss 2. 2 IQO1 
George WN ev vennet eee 1876 
iran eeeeiteley oe 1878 
Charles Siig aiiiams 2. loseeae 1897 
inery (eWirieit 222-22 1908-9. “12 
CLERKS. 

Itowell Wi. Randolph —.._._-=-2 1854 
Harlow Merrill Coon ~_1855-63, '67 
Willan BoSifaxson ....._ 225 1864 
Nathan (aie. 2.22.2. 2 oe 1865-6 
Anos Flinn Plitecheock _.- 18Gseq— 

‘80-3. ‘95-6, ‘99-1900 


WALAvVORLH COUNTY. 


oles. a0 Clack 2225... 1876-9 
Mirizziin oe Stiliial) 2-225 oS S84 
Edward W. Ripley__1885-94, 1907-11 
Oe PAG) Se 1897-8 
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Frank EK. Lawsou ..---IQ0I-2, 04-0 
Herbert Leroy Rodebaugh-—-_-_-_- 1903 
Je AC CSSON 2.0) LOt2 
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Menem Salone 25 22 lodge Miaiion Colbuits* 2222242 1878-9 
Pei Ane Gir O Ne oo oe ae fons fom @. Van Schaick =----222. 1Sko 
Pein Cha 22 Se oe Rergeso .sWelancy 13.)Peck 22.2222 eee ISSt 
ale i Conant 22225. --2- Pogtcd eines bh, Daisicts242202.28 1882-4 
Peli tine Redtield [2252-22 P55 CeO alanis tie ae 1885-6 
Jaimesmarcainiphere 2-22 fo 0.7) Ome eel ooo 22S 1887-8 
imine Coens 2222 ee Toso-0l)  wenhyvems ikipley 28 2s2s5 28 1889 
icine CLO. oe foo2 wer raikeweOllard 222 2-22-2222 1890 
Daniel Came Canvey ~.--._.- (S03 Same doar tm ibiigliclk esse. ae 181-2 
Zlecheus ol. @eletiiage .2 2. _ W TOGceesien Ges Oller sense sc: 220 1893-4 
Witham B.seifaxson ......-..- 1866 Nathan Dwight Maxon -__-- 1895-6 
Pinos iimineliitcheeck ...... Lot wrt redericke @mlan fOr S222 225 1897-8 
Pipgmisen lease =o Ts08 Sy) han © sCoone=--.-- 1899-1900 
Oscar “iallace Donglass ___.__ Topo. (blciners = Uackey aes... oe IgOI 
Hein GWriiott -.-_.___- loves 92) LeGiande. Loves. ===== a IQOI 
eharles-tlervert Burdick —...=- logit) EdWwingi. Browi 22 --oseone 1902-3 
ay il a (ei ee 2 Ole Gl Seer 1904-5, '12 
Bilidsagie Maeda ee he 7 eee oI Ss reer ae ee 1906-7 
Sconce weve essol . -- ..... Rea meeTCCETIC “INCCCG|: a meremeciar [go8-9 
EApene ere peewee Tove Mie So. avisioe eee eee IQTO-1f 
Benjannn Franklin Wright _-__1877 

JUSTICES OF TIIE PEACE. 
ia iieweatS ele eee. 68 [epee Scale Wavisye ee 2 eee 18y7-8 
Ageia 1859-64 Carlos Stewart Douglass____- 1883-6 
Pinicawe pemoivels 2——. .. __ 1869-71 George Quincey Dunlop —~---- 189s 
iteheng. amelie TOGO mAUIce een Fittest 2 1Q02-5 
Solonion Champlin Burdick --1867-8 — Lavallette fe. Francis ~----- I&g5-0, 
Harlow M. Coon ~--_1860-1, ‘69-76, ‘9G8-9, 1901-2. ‘04-5 

87-8, ‘y6-8 Milton S. Freer ----- 1898-9, 1901-2 
EONS Gch): | 1862-7 weoerree €. Cardnerc. eee eee 1866-7 
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Pliocene bl EM tCMeOehtaea a ams 30-00, Vsvillanr H. Redield [eas 2eaaam 1862 
‘02-0 90-10C0>  edw-ardi \\. Ripler Saas 1892-3 

Minos Dike Jolins .------=- (869-77 “John Sinmonds 22>) -2eeeeee I9IO 
Phipps V\aldo ake yt 222210 7,0-S3,. Benjamin \\ oSawyver eee 1907-10 
‘Qge5.- Prank Starr 4.022222 1908-9 

MWilliahy De MiaNsol 222 225— fe02-=, John €. Vhacher 2222 === 1876-83 
Siepiei Mh -e2eae ese 1866-7. Samuel Henry Van Schaick__ 1859-60. 
eat tee ew lind eee eS 1908-10 ‘08-9 
Gesrvet Ocenia Tag7  \Villiams |. Wrearrens aoe 1902-3 
pyat lanl | Media ooo a 1676 Randall De \Wihams-22aeeeee 1879 
(LOGI DIR 18 0c), a aes ee 1860-1 Frank \\V0lif-2222 222 1906-7 


William Bell was among the first justices appointed by Governor Dodge 
for the county. It is said that he served for sixteen years—but not con- 
tinuously, unless for more than that period. County records do not show all 
the facts as to service as justices, and ora] statements supply such omissions 
but scantily and not without hability to error. 

Presidents of Walworth village have been: Wauilliam Higbee, root; 
Thomas H. Pugh, 1902 and 1906; Elmer A. Peterson. 1903 and 1908: 
Hiram S. Bell, 1904 and 1903; John C. Partridge, 1907, and Mahlon Col- 
burn in the same year: Joseph W. Robar, 1909: Harlow Irving Coon, 1910, 
IO wie TO, 

Village clerks: Oscar FX. Davis, 1901: Amos H. Flitcheock, 1903: 
Harold le. Waters, 1904-5: .\mos 1]. Hitchcock, 1907. and still in service. 

Village treasurers: Gilbert EF. Dangerfield, 1901-2: and Edgar O. Bur- 
dick since 19032. 

Justices who filed credentials: EI. Irving Coon in 1901 as police justice 
and 11 1907; Frederick Goelzer, 1905: Lewis F. Phillips. 19009. 


Cine TERS Nill. 
TOWN OF WHITEWATER. 


Township 4 north. range 15 east, was at first one-quarter of the town 
of Elkhorn. It was detached -\ugust 13. 1840, and named trom the lake and 
creek, which the more learned Algonquins called by various names, the most 
euphonious of which was Wau-be-gan-naw-po-cat 
muddy water. To these few syllables they added “bess” for the lake and 
‘‘se-pee’ for the creek. I*or several years the more precise of old settlers 
persisted in writing the simpler name with two capitals, as was often done 
with the name of Elkhorn. The town has Cold Spring, Jefferson county, 
next northward and Lima. Rock county, next westward. 

The surface of the town was determined by a meeting of leisurelv- 
moving glaciers, resulting in a compromise honorable to all whom it then 
concerned. Barometric measurements at various points show at highest and 
lowest places a difference of ninety feet in heights above sea-level. The height 
at the lake is 795 feet; along the creek, 806 feet: at the railway station, 819 
feet: in section 2, 820 to 837 feet: in north half of section 19, 875 feet: on 
Normal hill. 885 feet. The long. irregular ridge from which the waters 





equivalent to whitish or 


of the county descend each way to the Fox and the Rock lies in the eastern 
half of the town, sending but little water to the Fox. The southern sections, 
west of the dividing ridge, are generally lower than the northern ones, and 
these are occasionally marshy. 

Whitewater lake, in sections 34, 35. has an area of forty or fifty acres. 
Tt is fed by two little streams in sections 2, 3 of Richmond. .\ little lake or 
Wet spot in section 35, irregularly five-poimted and therefore appropriately 
named Round lake. is connected by a few rods of creek. These lakes dis- 
charge into Whitewater creek, which flows through sections 26, 27, 22, 23. 
15. 10,4 and finds its end at Bark river in Cold Spring, receiving two lateral 
currents on its way to the city. Bass lake lies in sections 25, 26, 35. Its area 
is eighty or more acres, and its inlets and outlets are unseen. The west 
branch of Whitewater creek comes out of Lima into section 19, crosses sec- 
tions 20, 17, 8. 9. and meets the main stream at the city. where both creeks 
spread into Cravath and Tripp lakes before uniting. .\ little stream rises in 
section 12, crosses section 1, and finds its way to the Fox hy way of Jeffer- 
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son and Waukesha counties. .\ short water-course crosses section 6 and runs 
toward Bark river. : 

The land area of the town, 20,302 acres, valued at $1,239,500-——average 
value, $61.02. Land in city, not in building lots, 1y9 acres, valued at $20,900 

averave value, $105. ~Acreages of crops: Barley, 1.016: beets, 12; corn, 
2813: hay, 2.304; oats, 2,050; orchard, 57: potatoes, 73: rye, GO; iumbee 
338: wheat, 7. Live stock, town and city: 3,315 cattle. $87,600; 731 hogs, 
$7,300; 964 horses, $62,400: 243 sheep. $goo. 

Census of the town: 1850, ineluding village, 1.229; 1860, 915: 1870; 
1.006; 1600; q0e% 1800, S49 7 1g00, S00; 1910, 722. 

First comers knew nothing of county borders or of town lines, for these 
were then but about to be established. The towns of Cold Spring, Lina and 
Richmond, with adjacent sections of Whitewater, were parts of one region 
full of promise to settlers. Late in 1836 or early in 1837 Alvah Foster 
marked his name on a tree on the east bank of the ereek in section 4, but did 
not halt to secure his claim by improving it. Finding a few weeks later that 
Wilham Barron had, in April, taken advantage of this neglect, he gave way 
without contest—the more readily beeause he thought the water-power of 
little worth. My. Barron had come with a party of twenty, fannhes included, 
from Milwaukee; but his companions weit a few mnles farther. He se- 
eured his claim by cutting a part of the Jogs for lis house, and, as is supposed, 
Was the first to cut a tree within the town. About mid-April, Samuel Prince 
marked his clan in section 6 and built the first house in the town. It was 
twelve feet square and eight feet from the ground to the eaves. In July Mr. 
Sawyer claimed the southwest quarter of section 5 and was the first in town 
to disturb the ancient sod with a breaking plow. In the samme month Nor- 
man Pratt claimed for his brother, Ifreeman L. Pratt, the rest of section 5, 
tor lumself the whole of seetion 8, and north hali of section 6 for Dean 
Wilhams. Tle then broke ground and chopped trees to secure these claims. 
Leander and Witham bBirge. with Dr. idward Brewer, came also in July. 
and the Birges mvaded the Pratt claim to the southeast quarter of section 5. 
Thereupon a dispute arose as to the interpretation of the settler’s eode con- 
cerming claims. It was decided that a quarter-section was the unit, and that 
Improvements ou other quarters of the same section counted for nothing. 
The Pratts withdrew their claim to that quarter and bought Mr. Sawyer’s 
quarter of the same seetion. ttouses were built at once, and before cold 
weather came again the two Pratt families were actual residents. Rufus B. 
Clarke came to section §, Charles Hanilten and Willard B. Johnson to sec- 
tion 7, and Zeraly Mead built a house in section 6, though he did not live in 
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it until he had brought his family from the east in 1838. A few settlers 
came also 1n 1837 to the towns before named, and these several little com- 
munities often co-operated in procuring supplies from Milwaukee and the 
hardly less distant mills. Rufus Branch Clarke, according to Mr. Cravath, 
was an accomplished deer slayer, and neighbor Joseph Niehols, of Lima, was 
a successful bee-hunter. Until a crop could be raised, and in some after- 
years when crops failed, Hour. pork, potatoes, and other staples of food were 
procured only at faimine prices. Most of the nen already named were fairly 
provided with money, but there was much unavoidable difficulty in freight 
carrying, which of itself made prices high. Such conditions, of course, were 
not peculiar to Whitewater.—though the Journey to Milwaukee was a day or 
more longer than from: Geneva or East Trov. 

In 1838 Richard Hoppin came to section 1, David ]. Powers to section 
7, and, fortunately for Whitewater, Dr. James Tripp to the water-power im 
section 4. At this point Messrs. Johnson, Powers and Norman Pratt had 
some rights whieh depended on non-interference by Daniel and Stephen 
Butts and John Shaw, men of Rock county. The first named three men con- 
tracted in November, 1838. with Doctor Tripp to build within one vear “a 
good substantial grist-mill.” In the same year Willard B. Johnson built his 
framed barn, the first of that kind in town. When finished he celebrated hts 
work with “a splendid ball.” at which the Pratts discoursed exeellent music 
with their fiddles. while of the dancers twelve were women, whose names Mr. 
Cravath thoughtfully recorded: Mrs. Clarke, Nliss .Collins, three Misses 
Hawes, three Misses Fluinphrey. Miss Keeeh, Miss Mott, and two Mrs. 
Pratts. Seth M. Billings and Abraham Hackett came in 1830. 

Buyers at the land office. as recorded, were: Hans Arvedson, section 
34: William Atwater. 31; Richard Bartele, 33; Jason Scliutvler Beach. 19: 
Jesse Brown, 20: Jesse Collins, 20; Jeffrey Cox, 27: Prosper Cravath, 20; 
Warner Earl, 2: Eli Elsbre, 18: Morris Insign, 31: Gunder Eniesson, 33; 
George Gleason, 32: George R. Goodhue, 19, 20, 29, 30: Amos Gould, 11; 
Rasselas Gould, 14, 22: Hiram Gregg, 34: Jolin Ilackett, 20; Jolin T. [am- 
ilton, 15: Ole Hanson, 34: Ara Hardy, 30: Samuel Hull, 30: Andrew and 
Gardner Jolinson, 35, 36: Daniel Price fones, 21: Hezekiah Kellogg, 1, 2: 
Martin Lonigan, 23; William and Sarah Lyon, 23, 24: John McIntyre, 15; 
Isaac Magoon, Jr.. 22: Christian Mason, 35; Peter B. Millis, 27; Levi [ale 
Nelson, 30; Thomas Stirratt Newton, 31; Delilah M. and Hannah H. 
Nichols, 14; Ebenezer Pardee, 30: James and Joseph Porter, 9: Michael Regan, 
24: Samuel Robinson, 2d, 26: Origen W. Rovce, 19: Hezekiah M. Sanders, 
1: Harvey Jones Seymour, 1: Jolin Shaw, 15: Erastus Sherman, 30: Caleb 


bo 
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T. Smith, 33; .\bsalom and George Spracklin, 27. 33: Frederick J. Starin, 
ro. Samuel Tait, 3; Gyrus Deetshoin, 27,28, John Teetshorn, 30, see a: 
Teetshorn, 22: Hans Thomason, 34: Benedict Birch Utter, 31: Joseph Curtis 
Utter, 19; George Watt, 11: Asad Willams, 6; George G. WV Miamns yeas, 
28, 2y> Georee \\ sone David ViG0d,, 32: 

Hans Arvedson died in 1873. He and wife Esther were natives of 
Norway. A least one namesake changed his name:to Arwood, by translating 
the syllable “ved.” Seth ME. Billings (1814-1880) became sheriff. His wife 
was Lena Markle. Dr. Joseph A. Clarke (1814-1873) came to Whitewater 
in 1839. His wife was Mary Jane Stedman. \Varner Earle was a lawyer, 
served as town elerk, as member of Legislature, as hotel-keeper, and in 1850 
went to California. Abraham Hackett (1811-1885) was son of Jacob and 
wite Eliza Moore. He married Mary, daughter of Joseph Randall. She 
died in 1852. John Hackett (1816-1886), .\braham’s brother. had wife 
Iehiza (1818-1869). John T. Hamulton (1815-1900) married, first, Marian 
liza Neil: second, Mrs. .Amelia Chamberlain. Riehard Hoppin (1783- 
186g) was born at Salem, Massachusetts: lus wife, Sarah A. (1790-1867), 
was born at New Haven. John AlcIntyre. a Nova Secvtian, was born in 1809. 
a son of James C. He married Hannah, daughter of Moses Edison. Peter 
B. Millis (1819-1885) married Itmma J., daughter of Samuel and Martha 
Vanee. Ebenezer Pardee (1787-1877) marred Thanktul (1791-1868). 
Samuel Prince (1791-1867) had wife Eliza. Hezekiah Mlartin Sanders 
(1803-t894) married Elnora P. (1808-1890). [Erastus Sherman died in 
1866; lis wife was Rhoda T. (1802-1870). 

In 1836-7 men in quest of homes had to them a boundless area within 
which to make their choice. They looked for other advantages than deep 
vegetable mould, the nourishing mother of food crops. Between the great 
lake and Rock river the country was geographically favorable, for it was 
only gust without the United States. Prairie Jand was desirable, but not so 
if no timber was in sight. Water powers promised villages with possibiliuies 
of cities second only to the well-harbored lake ports. They who came through 
Waukesha and Jefferson countics to Whitewater saw such advantages in 
section 3 and westward into |.ama and southward along the line of Rock 
county, Later comers less hard to please or foreed to second choice. found 
the northeastern quarter very far from forbidding. The comparatively wet 
land of the valley of the outlet of Whitewater lake. and even the morainal 
knobs of the southeastern quarter found buyers and improvers. farmers of 
the town, as a whole, have prospered with not more than the usual strugele 
With seasous and other instruments of fate. Here, as elsewhere. for long the 
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staple crop was wheat. After nearly disappearing from crop reports there 
is said to be, in 1912, some observable tendency to increased wheat-sowing 
to meet demand at the home mills; but such movement is not likely to be- 
come general. 

.\mong the earlier and successful breeders of live stock were John M. 
Clark and with and after him Charles M., his son, merino sheep, short- 
horned cattle, and horses; Orame! Cook, sheep and cattle: George D. Dou- 
bleday, trotting horses and other hve stock; Herman Tlemenway, sheep; 
Leonard C. Smuth, fine-wool sheep; Frank \V. Tratt, cattle and sheep. These 
and other men gave the town some distinetion at home and abroad in this 
line of farmer's enterprise. Before 1860 Hanford .\. Conger began to raise 
fruit trees and berry-bearing shrubs, extending his efforts to other locally 
desirable nursery stock, and tor several years made his business of some im- 
portance to the community as well as to himself. A few smaller enterprises 
of the kind had their beginnings and endings. 

Galena (or Trenton) limestone underles the glacial drift and crops out 
at points im the creek valleys. It has been quarried superficially, for home 
use. and George Coburn's kiln burned it to good lime, as did David Jarvis’s. 

Zerah Mead of Whitewater, Jared B. Cornish, George Esterly and Vol- 
ney A. McCraken, of Lagrange, and Jeduthun Spooner, of Sugar Creek, 
were appointed school inspectors tor old Elkhorn in 1840. In the same year 
a school house was built in the village district, which was the northern half 
of the township. In 1844 there were also the Island district and the Bluff 
district. Nine districts have been rearranged as five, one of which is a joint 
district with part of Richmond. But this joint district, No. g of White- 
water, is not identical with Richmond joint district No. 3, whieh includes part 
of Whitewater. 
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Terman Weener 
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TOWN CLERKS. 
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Pilemden ©. Babcock -.2¢-=-- == io43 Weilliam H. Lull ~--..__._2._ 1865 
Walian a. Clharding ~--___-2a ioig James D. Robinson -..._..___ 1866 
Frederick C. Patterson ___ ~~ i 5-O eiwlliann LeRoy Stewart____1867-8, 
Pigopeemeiavatl sao. — 1847-8, °53-5 ‘o2_8 
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Peters, aaeay 22-222 eee 1550 “Menty Heady  ..-.-....._ 1879-84 
Wieazaie weakeley _---._. 1851-2, 56 Harvey A. Loomer ____-___- 1885-6 
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Femando Cortez Kiser_...---- 1861 
TOWN TREASURERS. 

Isaae Underiull \Wheeler__.1842, 66 Diane Starin s..--..2---- 1869-70 
Joseph \weevlayvnard-.-1Sjeay 47-8 Wolliant H: Snyder ..u.-222-- 1885 
Predevic. (a) aitenson 2. — ga 1ou5-6 Truman W. Taft __-..--.-- 1886-7 
Din George. Lee 222/128 reiom Jkalpl He smiths 222-525. 1888-9 
eC ay MICMCSLeh 2-22 o= aye Oe elena iis eee 1890-1, ’94 
(e@ebi | sili es a iPS lath Ars cl i Fame cz d epee ela ip Ag 1892-3 
eilettses- Gabver.= ._2..- 5 Pesce Oni Gone, ae = eee 1895-6 
Vaile aiietien  heeler _-_._-_- 15532 ian) oud 2222s =a 1897-8 
Sele MiGmenimes oo. a [55 eI Cassie ee 1899 
ocean ee oe es \Oeen) ties Oeh: ee aeen = eee F900 
ee Ay eee 157 eee Ta eo kena cs a ee 1901-2 
Sy ivester Harnes 2--..-._-_- [Ss Seeeos: Engel: 2.2 selene 1903-4 
Diastolic (C160 1 enn ToOOg MG AGies tf eterson @=—) seca 1905-6 
DhomasslWountford ..._...-_- Loomer ONCE ME: ON meet eames 1907-8 
Tosemim eaeoxict —-._1862-3, 71-84" ePeter FH. Nelson 2222222522 1909-10 
eCucomameacwell -...._.__ PoOdesee iclist ISTani 2. 2252 eee IOI I-12 


Peedemcmiamiopard -...-...- 1867-8 
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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 


Henry Le Clark 23 eee 1s91 Uhomas Of Nelson -c2==2eeaee 188g 
Prank Cummings =--eeee=ee Ie@s-o Gharles He @wens 2222s 1910-11 
jereniah, Dorr 22-2 2cee. IsO7-1900uematies 1D. SobinsOnn === =e 1865-8 
recto oak Mela uer ke = os 1O05-o = wulton Rowley "25 oee= ee am 1868-9 
Gaylord “olay es mee eee 1950-7 -jolm_l. Sedos ick 2-22 e2 ee 1905-6 
TORN elaly ers Oli eae ee Jeol-2  ~ Sunon \.. sunonson 2 2eeaeee 1894-5 
Jeena lea ries 2a ee 1863 James: Snnth 2222222 eee 1863-4 
am Plat Gls eae 1803-4, 99-1900 Kobert Stephenson = 22 =se=== 1864-5 
Tlenrelendy meee oe 1879-84 Charles \R. Tatt)--2222===eeee 1889 
Zeratietnead@e See ea== 1861-2, 7u John \ 2 vestphall — eee 1885-90 
rank De weulidud oes locos 1891-2 Charles M. Williams ~_----1909-13 
Rev. Oreb Montague__1861-3, ‘66-73. Thomas \Wogan ----- 1899-1905, (07 
Nelo \eeNelsOn osc = ee 1886-7 "ue Hlenty VV rignt 2-22 =e 1885-6 


Mr. Graves was an East Trojan pioneer. Afr. Hardin seemed lost to all 
living men’s memory, but William L. R. Stewart, who forgets few men or 
things, recalls him as one who had Jost a leg—though this reminiscence indi- 
cates nothing as to Squire [lardin’s squirely ability or conduct in office. Mr. 
Montague came in 1855 as a Baptist clergyman and built a house in Birge's 
addition. His son, Captain Montague. was a lawyer, soldier, and town elerk. 
Mr. Willams is a grandson of Capt. Asad Wilhams and Jenny MeGee. who 
caine to Whitewater in 1839. Zerah Mead was commissioned in 1839 and 
served until 1858 and quite possibly in 185g and 1860, thougl: his credential 
is not filed at :lkhorn. The reeord does not in all eases show whether the 
officer was of the town or of the village, or of both. 


Gave [RON NNIX. 
CITY OF WHITEWATER. 


Two branches of Whitewater creek become lakelets before flowing to- 
gether seaward. Cravath’s lake, the foot of the western branch, received bya 
short channel the outflow of Tripp lake. This meeting of waters ts in the 
south half of section 4, on the claim of Daniel Butts. In 1838 a grist-mill was 
a most pressing need, and his fellow settlers urged Mr. Butts to improve the 
water power or to sell to somebody who could and would. He sold that part 
of his claim which included the water power to John Shaw, who prumised to 
build, but did nothing. At a meeting of settlers in November, 1838. Willard 
B. Johnson, Zerah Mead and Norman Pratt, as their committee, were directed 
to take such steps, under squatter-sovereign’s usage, as nught induce or compel! 
Mr. Shaw to build at once. In the same month Dr. James Tripp came from 
the lake region of the Troys, and from htm the committee received five hun- 
dred dollars, to be paid for that body to John Shaw, Daniel Butts and Stephen 
Butts, claimants of the including half-section; provided these men should not 
prevent the Doctor from buying the premises at the coming land sale, which 
began in February, 1839. Tripp further bound himself to build a substantial 
grist-mull within one year from the land sale at Milwaukee. Having at that 
sale bought the half-section, Doctor Tripp began work on dam and mill in 
April. Men from all the neighboring towns came June 27, 183y, to help in 
raising the frame work of the mill, and Mrs. Tripp feasted them on such 
good things as the home market could supply. 

In the same year a blacksmith not nated m annals made his shop m a 
log-walled space of fourteen feet square, but soon moved onward.  I¢ghert C. 
and William H. Wheeler came in 1840, and the clang of hammer and anvil 
has continued unto this day. David J. and Joseph Powers, in 1840, built a 
tavern at Main street, near the mill, its dtmensions etghteen by thirty-six feet. 

A smithy, a tavern, and a mill being thus grouped within friendly dis- 
tance, each from each, it was in order to lay out a village. Doctor Tripp called 
Prosper Cravath from the Cortland county colony in Lima to survey and 
establish street lines and lot corners. The mill was made a central point 
from which streets should radiate, crossing-streets disposed lke concentric 
arcs. Three radial strects were named Main, Center and Whitewater. Four 
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curved streets were numbered from First to Fourth. In fast following addi- 
tion to the village plat this spider-web arrangement was disregarded and no 
heed was given to geometrical symmetry, and hence \Whitewater abounds with 
flat-iron points and discontinuities. The site is handsomely uneven in surface, 
and some or most irregularities were then in some way convenient or advan- 
tageous to owners, though to strangers half Jabyrinthine. 

Benjanun I*, Bosworth, of AIcHenry county, seems to have been he who 
had opened a store in 1839. and this he sold in 1840 to Benjannn F. and Joseph 
L. Stanton. In that auspicious vear of village foundation the postoffice was 
established, the Wilzweaukce Sentinel came weekly to nearly every household, 
Patrick McLaughlin came as a tailor, the Murravs of Beloit, came tasteach 
dancing for the refinement of pioneer manners, a lov school house and a few 
dwellings were built, a Presbyterian society was formed, and Julius C., son 
of William and Mary Alvina (Nobles) Birge, was born. 

Philander Peck built and oceupied a second store in 1841, and Thomas 
IX. LeBaron bought the Stanton store; Corydon Pratt came to make and sell 
boots and shoes; Joseph Powers repaired guns and watches, and did other such 
work as was bevond mere blacksmith’s skill; the Wheelers began to make 
steel plows at twelve dollars each: William Wood's kiln turned out forty 
thousand bricks at its first burning: and Doctor Tripp built a saw-nill. At an 
election held September 27th, the town adopted the form preseribed by a recent 
statute for government of towns. 


TOWN ORGANIZATION 


At the first town meeting, held Npril 5, 1842, desides the ofheers named 
In the official lists for the town, Capt. .\sad Williams and .\zor Kinney were 
chosen assessors; Wilham H. Wheeler, collector: Doctor Magoon, Zerah 
Mead, Calvin Pike, road commissioners; Hlarrison Bishop, Drs. Clarke and 
Magoon, school conunissioners; Leander Pirge, Charles Robinson, William 
tl. Wheeler, constables; Norman Pratt. Samuel Prince. Thomas Van Horn, 
fence-viewers: Sidney S. Workiman, sealer of weights and measures. In 
that vear Nehennah B. Parsons and Jedidiah Brown opened a newly built hotel, 
the Whitewater Iexehange. In the next year Brown withdrew from the busi- 
ness and the house was Jet to Daniel Niemann. In 1842 also a cemetery was 
lard out: Solmous Wakeley bought the Stanton store: I*reeman Liberty Pratt 
improved the Powers tavern and made it the Whitewater Hotel: Richard 
(Conner came with another stock of assorted goods: Alender O. Babeock, 
Warner Earle and Frederick C. Patterson formed a lawyer partnership; Cory- 
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don Pratt moved his kit into his own shop from the Matthew Hieks dwelling ; 
Mr. Patterson taught school; a debating society formed; the Baptists organ- 
ized their society; several new houses were built. Mr. Cravath noted that in 
this year spring wheat sold at 36 cents to 4o cents; winter wheat, 40 cents to 46 
cents; butter, 16 cents: eggs, 8 cents; calicoes, 18 cents to 37 cents. He also ob- 
served that fifteen calico dress patterns were sold within the year and that 
about fifty bonnets were charged at 37% cents a piece and trimmed at 1214) 
cents to a half dollar each. Men of 1912 may well sigh for a return of that 
good old time, when a small family could live on $249 for a vear. 

Congregationalists organized in 1843, having already built a church. 
More merchants and mechanics came to add the enlivening elenient of compe- 
tition to village trade. In this vear stage coaches ran from Milwaukee through 
Whitewater to Janesville. 

In 1844 there were six stores. two hotels, three sinithies, two cabinet 
shops, a grocery, a grist-mill, a saw-mull, a law office, a wagon-maker, a tailor, 
a shoemaker, a gunsmith, a cooper and twenty-nine dwellings. At such 
steady rate, without reckless or indecent haste, Whitewater grew throughout 
the pioneer period, which may be held as having ended with the coming of 
the first jolting railway train from Milwaukee. In that year the assessed 
valuation of village lots was $2,761. Buildings thereon were exempted from 
taxation, as was all personal property except merchandise, which was then 
valued at $5.200. The late Henry George may have taken a leaf from the 
book of a Whitewater assessor. In this vear, September 4th, Dr. James Tripp, 
the father and friend of the village, died at one day less than forty-nine years 
old.” 

ADVENT OF RAILROADS. 


Along the generally traveled wagon route from Whitewater to Milwau- 
kee, something more than fifty toilsome miles, there were in 1840 fifteen tav- 
erns, subsisting chiefly from the custom of farmers who hauled grain to the 
city and teamsters who hauled goods from the eity. !t was evident that the 
time was nearly at hand for quicker and cheaper transportation. A railway 
company was organized in 1847 to build its line froin Milwaukee to Waukesha. 
An amended charter empowered the company to extend its line aeross the 
state. In 1849 the western terminus and the rente thenee from \Vaukesha 
were not precisely defined. A line through hberally subscribing villages and 
townships would warrant a few curves in the road-bed. Tf the route chosen 
should be across Jefferson county, leaving Whitewater ten miles from. the 
nearest station, lots at that village would be of litthe more value than like 
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areas at any cross-roads of Lagrange or Richmond. Tlere was matter of near 
concern to village and town. All men agreed that the railway must come this 
way, but ingenuity and cunning were taxed to their utmost to invent or imagine 
methods by which the required aid might be given without burden to indi- 
viduals or community. 

In 1850 the directors of this Milwaukee & Mississippi line proposed a 
siinple expedient. Land owners were to buy stock, mortgage their real estate 
as security for its payment in ten years, and the company would pay the inter- 
est from its earnings. Dividends from like source, interest not included. 
would more than clear away the inortgages and thenceforth the stockholders 
would derive an assured income from their shares. There were doubters at 
Whitewater, but their ratio to the generously confiding was about that of St. 
Thomas to his more trustful fellow-disciples, which was one to eleven. There 
were at the village Rufus Cheney, Jr.. Eleazar Wakeley and others whose 
manna-dropping tongues could perplex and dash the wtsest of the would-be 
prudent and persuade men that to shut their eves was the better way to see 
clearly into the next-coming years. The good almost within grasp was not 
to be foregone by too literal adherence in practice to the maxims of ancient 
wisdom. Shares were taken, farms and homes were mortgaged, the railway 
was built, and at the end of the dance the piper was paid. 

In 1851 the track-layers reached Waukesha, in 1852 they were at \White- 
water, Lima, and Milton, and by 1856 they had finished at Prairie du Chien. 
The effect on village growth was at once so striking as to raise hope to its 
highest at all thé villages of Walworth. Three other lines across the county 
were progected and to each was given local aid. One of these was the VWis- 
consin Central raulway from Chicago to or beyond Columbus, by way of 
Genda Junction. Lake Geneva, Elkhorn, MillardS Bleart Prairie and” \\ lire 
water. Cheney and Wakeley were oflicers=of tins compan andieasea as 
Cravath has told, “entered into the work heartily and energetically, and were 
very successful in obtaining subscriptions, most of the mhabitants taking from 
one to five shares.” The town issued bonds in aid of this work to the amount 
of forty thousand dollars. Most of the grading done was in 1856 and 1857, 
and rails were laid from the state line to Lake Geneva. The rest of the story 
has been told another chapter. The panic period was borne as patiently and 
mantully here as elsewhere throughout the states. and when evil war followed 
the men and boys of Whitewater were among the earhest in the field and 
among the soldiers who remained there, after the proclamation of peace, to 
warn or encourage Maxinuhan’s too serviceable French army to “get out of 
Mexico.” 
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BUSEXESS ENTERPRISES. 


Doctor Tripp sold his grist-mill in 1853 to William Birge, who rebuilt it 
in 1856 of stone from a Waukesha quarry. Mr. Birge died in 1860, and in 
1866 John Lean bought the mill. After him were Byron Brown, Charles M. 
Brown (unrelated) about 1878, A. I, Dexter, 1881, Albert I’. and George S. 
Bridge, 1882, Thomas N. Sedgwick, 1894, Edwin D. Coe, 1905. Some of 
these may have had but part ownership. The mill is yet in operation for cus- 
tom work and for produetion of graham flour. It has always been reekoned 
among the business enterprises which brought some good to Whitewater. 

Asaph Pratt built the “red anll” in 1843 at the upper power in section 
8. a little more than a mile from the Tripp mill. Ansel Salisbury bought it 
in 1857 and it was thereafter known as the “branch mill.” In 1888-9 Oliver 
P. Posey and George W. Chesebro formed the Posey and Chesebro Milling 
and Elevator Company. .\ few months later Mr. Posey withdrew and Mr. 
Chesebro formed a partnership with William J Pike and George H. Goodhue. 
During the Posey ownerslup a side track was laid from the station to the mill. 
The rails remain, but the mill is no more. 

George Dann made bricks in 1847 and for years afterward. [lis kiln 
was near Cravath street, east side. (Mr. Wood's kiln was near the pond, 
south of the track.) .\bout 1852 Albert Kendall, in 1866 Augustus Y. 
Chamberlin were owners and about 1879 Joseph Dann and [:dward Roethe 
added three more kilns. In 1891 Mr. Dann sold the works to Charles Martin, 
who fired the kiln for two vears nore. In 1903 came the Whitewater Brick 
and Tile Company. without local competition. Thomas Van Horn is also 
named among early brick-makers. 

Warren Cole began to make pottery wares in 1845, and two vears later 
George G. Williams bought a half interest. In 18355 the firin was James C. 
Wilhams & Company. In 185g it was Daimel Cole and William Tlunter. The 
works were burned in 1867, and rebuilt by Alr. Cole. .\bout 1870 Michael 
Ohnhaus, with and without partners, continued the works for a few years. 
Timothy S. Abbott then bought the building and changed its product from 
jugs and flower-pots to cheese-boxes. Mr. Ohnhaus with John Muilz had 
worked a seeond pottery about 1859-1865. 

Oscar A. Weed made wagons in 1843. In 1845 his partner was Joseph 
L. Pratt. who in 1848 opened a larger shop, and in 1860 sold it to Eltot 1. 
Converse. Lueius A. Winchester came in 1844 as a blaeksmith, and with 
Daniel C. Tripp established a foundry in 1850. Wilham De\Volf joined the 
firm in 1852 and the next year plow-making began. and other things useful to 
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farmers were turned out. Plows were made until 1873. About 1860, the 
firm madé stronger by the entry of John S. Partridge. wagon-making became 
the principal business of this shop, and so continued to be until 1888, before 
which year the firm had become Winchester. Partridge & Company. Mr. 
Winchester died in 18Ggo and Mr. Partridge in 1892. It was not found profit- 
able to continue their work, though twenty years before they had shipped 
five thousand wagons yearly. 

George Esterly, an inventive farmer of Heart Prairie, began at White- 
water in 1856 to make his reaper. The business and the reaper improved 
vearly, and in 188o five thousand of his self-binding machines were made and 
sold. He had begun by contracting at Racine for making his castings and 
for doing the machine-wrought woodwork. Local shops at Elkhorn and 
other convenient points contracted to receive the parts “in the knock-down,” 
to add the needful hand labor and the painting, and to deliver to buyers as 
directed. In another vear all this work was done at Wlutewater. Like the 
wagon-works, the reaper-shops drew mind, muscle, business, and wealth to 
Whitewater. [In 1893 this industry was moved to Minneapolis, “to run a 
short and disappointing career.” At the height of its prosperity it had em- 
ployed from two hundred to five hundred persons. 

About 1849 Delorma and Freeman L. Pratt built and carried on a dis- 
tillery, on the way to the red null in section 8. Salinon Hopkins Tuttle 
and James M. Schultz bought it 11 1856, and two vears later Mr. Schultz sold 
his interest to Albert \W. Curtiss. In 1859 the building was burned and was 
rebuilt in 1862. This business was closed in 1864. The building afterward 
became Irederick Coburn’s cheese factory, but was finally left tenantless. 

Ifromn 1855 for about fifteen years Sheldon C. Ilall, with oft-changing 
partnership, bought and packed pork and “rendered” lard. Their house was 
in Whitewater street, near the station. 

Nicholas Nlinger bought, about 1866, in Birge’s addition, lots for a 
brewery. After Ius death, about 1906, men of Milwaukee bought the prop- 
erty and the business is continued by them as the Wintewater Brewing Com- 
pany. It is noticeable that ueither Mr. Cravath nor his continuators of the 
lnaaly mention either Klinger or the brewery. Yet he made himself famous 
at home and fora few miles about in such years as men called “dry,” for he 
was full of resourcefulness in his contentions with the no-license sentiment of 
the village. 

Daniel ©. Cripp and John MM. Crombie built a paper-null in 1859 on the 
site of Doctor Tripp's saw-imill, near the village. In 1801 Thomas If. Gant- 
ley beeame one of the firm of Crombie & Gantley. John W. Denison and 
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Leonard <A. Tanner paid thirty-seven thousand five hundred dollars for it, 
in 1866. Mr. Denison sold his interest in 1884 to Mr. Crombie. Charles 
Allen aud Benjamin MM. Frees, as the Whitewater Paper Company, took the 
business, extended and improved it, in 1894 sold it to the Columbia Straw- 
board Company, and it soon afterward stopped work. In the earlier years 
this mill produced white print-paper of a fair quality. 

Among temporary industries was stove-casting by Powers, Allen & Com- 
pany in 1857, Peter H. Brady in 1859, and Winchester & De\Wolf in 1865. 
The latter changed its product to mills for grinding corn in the ear. In 1858 
Wright and Cash made one-horse cultivators and for several years found a 
ready sale tor the work of thirty to forty men. In 1875 Augustus Y. Cham- 
berlin built a furniture factory, which presently became a coffin factory. In 
1880 the Esterly company returned it to furniture-making for a year and then 
inerged it into the reaper works. Distilling and pork-packing made cooper 
shops active at times. Cheese-makers caine and went, as at other cities. 

Such enterprises as have been mentioned gave Whitewater, for a long 
generation of men, the aspect of a real manufacturing city. The workmen 
eniploved were numerous enough to forn) labor unions, and at times to affect 
the action of caucuses and conventions and the results of elections for the city 
and assembly district. Failure of the wagon works and removal of the 
reaper shops had something like the effect of a great disaster, one not readily 
reparable. The city has suffered some decrease of population, but so once did 
Des Moines and Kansas City. \Wntewater creek, in both its branches, re- 
mains; and doubtless the world needs and in tite will use all its water power. 
Much else remains—enough to make the city a good point for retail trade 
and for small shops, and a goodly place to visit for such as are so fortunate 
as to have anv noticeable acquaintauce there. 


LA EAS Neat) 2 11S: 


In 1840 Freeman L. Pratt bought the Powers tavern and in 1842 gave 
it a two-story tront and named it the Whitewater Hotel. In 1845 lie sold 
it to Warner Earle, who is said to have passed 1t to [fh King. Septer Winter- 
mute bought it of Gideon A. Mosher, about 1850. improved it, and named it 
Montour House. It was burned in 1865, and there an end to it. 

In 1845 William C. and I'rederick Cady Patterson becaine proprietors of 
the Whitewater Exchange tavern. At a later period it was “swapped” for 
the Badger State Hotel, once kept by Morris Itnsign, which Giles Kinney 
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bought in 1862, improved it, and named it the Cortland House. Asaph Pratt 
bought the Exchange hotel in 1867 but did not long find it profitable to him. 
Luther Cadman built the American House and occupied it from 1853 to 1875. 
Joseph C. Bower built the Bower House and occupied it in 1880. Another 
landlord was John H. Fryer. It was also called Hotel Duquesne. The 
Tlotel Walworth was built about 1g00. One of the old hotels, near the sta- 
tion, is now the Hotel Whitewater. There were other short-term hotels, with 
but imperfeetly remembered landlords. 


BANKS AND BANKERS. 


Alexander Graham and Augustus H. Scoville began business in 1855 as 
bankers and brokers. In August. 1857. they organized the Farmers and 
Mechanics Bank, with a capital of one hundred thousand dollars, and tssued 
currency notes of small denominations. Afr. Scoville was then president and 
John S. Partridge cashier. The calamity of 1857 did not overwhelm the 
bank, though the books were closed in 1858 or 1859. Mr. Cravath said that 
while the monetary panic variously affected business men ot the village, none 
of them quite failed. Within the time between 1836 and 1861 Sheldon C. 
Hall and Teli C. Hall instituted the Bank of Whitewater. Their losses in the 
pork trade involved the bank and it was closed in April, 1865. 

New Years day, 1864, the First National Bank of Whitewater began 
business with Sanger Marsh as president and Charles Morris Blackman as 
cashier. Its capital was twenty-five thousand dollars, which was gradually 
raised to one hundred thousand dollars. In tort its officers were C. Morris 
Blackman, president (died May, 1912); Edwin F. Thayer, cashier: deposits, 
1grt, three hnndred and fifty thousand dollars. The Citizens State Bank was 
organized in 1894. Its present capital is fifty thousand dollars, deposits 
one nullion one hundred thousand dollars. Officers, 1911, George L. Marsh. 
president; Isaac U. Wheeler, cashier. 


RELIGIOUS: SOCIETIES. 


In the summer of 1842 [Elders Alva Burgess and Phipps W. Lake as- 
sembled resident Baptists in William Birge’s barn for permanent organization. 
Klder A. B. Winchell was engaged for service on alternate Sundays. 
church was Diult in 1850, and a second one was undertaken several years 
later. a fine-looking building of cut stone: but this was sold without having 
finished it. There ts, no doubt, a record of pastoral services, not hidden, but 
In unknown custody. 
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Martin Lomgan with his family came in 1844 to section 23, about three 
miles trom the village. At his liouse Rev. Thomas Morrissey cane from 
Milwaukee in 1845 to say imass, and for a period not recorded he held like 
service each month at this and other dwellings. Rev. Fathers Kernan and 
Snuth continued this mission work, as did Very Rev. Martin Kundig after 
the, and he also gave money for a church building fund. Nora Moore's 
baptism, December 28, 1853, by Rev. James Dovle, was the first at the new 
St. Patrick's church. John Tiernan supplied the short interval before Riehard 
Dumphy eame to the village in 1857 as first resident-priest. After him were 
Thaddeus Wirwan, 1869; Francis Navier Etechmann for one month of that 
year: Hiram F. Fairbanks, 1870: Jaines Fitzgibbon, 1881; Sylvester J. Dowl- 
ing. part of 1897: Francis P. Reilly, 1897; Matthew E. Downs, 1903-1912. 
In 1866 a new church was built, with house, sehoolhouse and other improve- 
nents costing m all about twelve thousand dollars. 

Father Fitzgibbon had been Mr. Lineoln’s personal friend, and from him 
received in 1861 the military chaplaincy at Harper's Ferry. In the later years 
of his long pastorate at \WWhitewater he was assisted in turn by Fathers E. P. 
Lorigan, Philip Nlein, Al. E. Downs, and S. J. Dowling. He was born in 
1827 and died February 5, 1897. Father Downs is a native of Delavan. 

Justus and Wealthy .\. Carpenter, Deacon Prosper Cravath and wife 
Miriam (Kinney), their daughter-in-law Maria P. and daughter Sophronia 
Cravath, Harriet, James, Roxy and Zerah Hull, Zerah and Ada Kinney, Emily 
(Cravath) Salisbury, Laura (Cravath) Sith, and Jenny (MeGee) Williams 
met July 3. 1840, at Deacon Cravath’s house in Lima, led by Rev. Daniel 
South, to form the Presbyterian church of \Whitewater. Most of these be- 
came residents at or near the village. J*or a few months they met at the larger 
houses of the members, and in June, 1841, housed themselves, for service, at 
the log schoolhouse, or, in pleasant weather, met under the old trees. In 
1842 they met, alternately with the Baptists, on the upper floor of Mr. Weed's 
wagon shop. In this or in the next year the Congregationalists built a church 
at cost of four hundred dollars, on a lot with eight rods front, given by Doctor 
Tripp for one dollar. This society built again in 1850, and a third time in 
1871. This chureh was burned February 9, 1880, by which event the society's 
loss was twentv-five thousand dollars. Rebuilding. on a more hberal scale 
than before, began at once. The list of pastors, with dates of service, is full, 
continuous and correct, thanks to the kindly helpfulness of one of its congrega- 
tion: Daniel Smith, 1839; Seth Smalley, 1841; F. Henry Case, 1842; Martin 
- P. Kinney, 1844; William Sidney Huggins, 1853; William A. Baldwin, 1854: 
Edward Goddard Miner, 1859; Theron Gaylord Colton, 1866; Benjamin 
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Drake Conklin, 1874; Edward P. Salnion, 1880; Theodore B. Willson, 1882; 
Frank T. Lee, 1884; Elihu C. Barnard, 1888; Bryant C. Preston, 1S96; 
Frederick V. Stevens, 1900; Watson L. Lewis, 1906; Robert Hopkin, IgII. 
Mr. Colton was born in 1820 and died in 1896. Mr. Conklin was born in 
1840 and died in 1908. 

Rev. Richard F. Cadle cane in 1842 to form an Episcopal parish. He 
held service in the useful log school house. (Rev. Washington Philo had been 
here in the previous vear.) But it was not until 1852 that St. Luke's parish 
was permanently organized. Doctor Tripp had given a lot at Chureh and 
Center streets. His widow, Rosepha Ann (Comstock), was one of the early 
few and always faithful. In that year a chapel was built, and was conse- 
crated by Rt. Rev. Jackson Kemper. This building was burned February 17, 
1869, and the corner stone of a new church, of gray stone, was laid in July. 
In 1880 Mrs. Flavia White gave a fine organ as a memorial to her son, Hon. 
Samuel Austin White. She had given a bell, worth five hundred dollars, to 
the chapel. The parish property 1s now valued at twenty-five thousand dol- 
lars. With oceasional intermissions in the earlier years the service of this 
church has been supplied by L. R. Ilumphrey, 1851-62; [lenry W. Spaulding, 
1864-53 John McNamara, 1865-8: W. E. Walker, 1868; Charles J. Hendley, 
1870; Erastus LB. Smith, 1872; Rufus D. Stearns, 1873 ; ndrew J, MileGlene: 
1883; Smith Delaneey Townsend. 1884; Joseph Marshal! francis, 1887; Jolin 
Howe Jenkins, 1889; Joseph Moran, Jr., 1890; Alyron Alfred Johnson, 1896; 
Henry Benton Smith, 1g00; Daniel Wellesley Wise, 1904; Rudolph Frederick 
INeicher, 1907-12. Mr. Ifrancis was consecrated m1 1899 as bishop of the 
diocese of Indiana. Myr. MeNamara had been rector at Delavan, Elkhorn, 
Lake Geneva, and had served as chaplain of a volunteer regiment of 1861. 
Myr. Moran was killed by a railway acaident in 1900 

Kev. Johann M1. Hametter and Rev. Johann Meier supplied in 1856 the 
tissions at Cold Spring aud Whitewater of the Evangelical Association, here 
a German-speaking body whose cretd and discipline ally it to Methodism. In 
1865 the two missions jomed in one and in 1869 built a church and parsonage 
in Janesville street. The minister list is: J. G. Mueller, 1857: C. A. Schnake, 
1859; Wilhelin [*. Sehneider, 1861: Joseph Marlacher, 1863; J. G. Eslinger, 
r8o5:; Johann Meier, 1866; Johann M. Hametter and Tobias Rabus, 1868; 
Wilhelm Tluelster, 1869; Carl Friedrich Zimmermann, 1870; John Dietrich, 
872; 1) William Pfefferkorn, 1873; Carl Schneider, 1876; Leonard Strobel, 
IN7y: Julius Nahl, 1889 I. Dite. 1838; |. Hi. Siewert, 1887; Joly S@incien 
oo. 1. Mhan, 1892; John I. Nlem, 1895; August t*. Haberman, 1897 ;° 
Michael Uebele, 1898; lemanuel S. Zimmermann, 1901; George Reichert, 
19003 Flerman .\. Iranzke, 1gog-12. 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran church, of the unaltered Augsburg con- 
fession of 1580, was organized May 17, 1881. The society bought one of 
the old church buildings, beside which is a comfortable parsonage. Before 
organization Rev. Heinrich Ernst had ministered to the few famihes from 
1865 to 1872, and Christian Johann Koerner to 1880. George Wildermuth 
came in 1881, Heinrich Bergiann, 1882; W. Huth, 1883; Henry Ohde, 1887- 
For. 

Norwegian Lutherans of Heart Prairie, Scuppernong, Sugar Creek and 
Whitewater have long been joined under one pastorate. <A few of the pastors 
named were Germans who were also masters of the Norsk tongue. Johann 
_~Withelm Christian Dietrichson came in 1844 to Scuppernong in the north- 
west corner of Lagrange: Claus Lauritz Clausen, 1845; Adolph Carl Preuss, 
1850; Hans Andreas Stub, about 1851; Mr. Preuss again in 1855: Nels 
Brandt, 1856: Olavus Frederick Duus, resident pastor, November, 1858, to 
June, 1859. The parish was organized formally December 8, 1858. Rev. 
Herman Amberg Preuss came in 1859, Heinrich P. Duborg in 1861. In Mr. 
Duborg’s ten years pastorate the four congregations previously named were 
definitely grouped in one pastorate. Mr. Duborg’s held of usefulness reached 
also to Elkhorn, and across into Kenosha county. Tle was at times assisted 
by Herman A. Preuss, Abraham Jacobson, Marcus Frederick R. Wiese, and 
William Koern, all of whom are named in the record at Whitewater. Carl 
Christian .\as came in 1871; Eskild Peter Jensen, 1876; Christian Matthias 
Hvistendal, 1880; Rev. Prot. Knudt Bjoergo, 1881; .\. H. Dahl, 1881; Iver 
O. Schie. 1882: Ole Johnson Akre, 1901: Nels Cornelius .\. Garness, 1907-12. 
These services are without noticeable interruption. The first church was built 
in 1868 in Cravath street near Wakcley street, and is now a hospital. Ole 
Bull, the once world-famous violinist, gave one hundred dollars to build this 
church. In 1907 the society bought the stone church at Main and fourth 
streets, built by the Baptists. 

In the summer of 1843 a Methodist [Episcopal society was organized by 
Rev. Alpha Warren, of Johnstown. <A class of five members was formed with 
Talma Hamilton as leader. Until 1848 this church was joined with that at 
Milton for pastoral service, and the service at Whitewater then became weekly. 
In 1849 the frame work of a church building was raised. but was not ready for 
dedication until Febrnary, 1852. It was enlarged and again dedicated in 
1860. <A third building was begun in 1872 and finished in 1878 at a cost of 
thirty thousand dollars. It is said to be one of the finest Methodist churches, 
excepting at Milwankee, in the state. This church is at Centre and Prairie 
streets, in the neighborhood of the Catholic, episcopal and other churches, the 


470 WALWORTH “COUNTY © \Viscasin. 


public schools, and the normal school is but little farther away. The ground 
is high and gives some dignity to the outwardness of these buildings. The 
pastor-list is, as usual to this denomination, rather a long one: Alpha War- 
ren, 1843 and again in 1846; L. Gallup and William Wood, 1844; Nelson 5. 
Green and Joseph S. Hurlbut, 18415; Mr. Green in 1846; MO Bennet ars 
I.. Dickens, 1848; James Harrington, 1849; William B. Schroff, 1849; J. N. 
Scott, 1850; JosephMMl. Walker, 1851; .\. D. Hendrickson, 1856, Georges 
Robinson, 1859 (but this may be another clergyman’s name) ; Alexander C. 
Hluntley, :860; William Tlarkness Sampson, t861; Rossiter C. Parsons, 1862; 
Rufus H. Stinchfeld, 1864; Eli W. Kirkham, 1865: A. C. Manweil, 1868; 
Charles N. Stowers, 1870: Oliver |. Cowles, 18735 \0 A” Reedp ae 7 Gea 
W. Wells, 1877; Henrv Sewell. 1880; Henry Colman, 1883; Samilelsiomie. 
Igss; Andrew J. Benjamin, 1887; Walter D. Cole 1892; Walter A. Hall} 
1895; Itnoch Perry, 1897: George Fl. Trever, 1901: Jolin |) Lines sige 
James Churim, 1907; John S. Lean, tooqguG@harles sam tom 

Universalists organized early in 1868 began building in the fall, and im 
the next vear dedicated their church, its cost ten thousand dollars. Barton 
I’, Rogers, Judson Fisher and Holmes Slade filled the pulpit for the next 
dozen vears. I*rederick C. Millar eame about 1&4. 


EDUCATIGN: 


No tax was levied to build the school house of 1840, but citizens gave 
logs and labor, each one in proportion to his good will and his power to give, 
anc thus was enclosed sixteen by cighteen feet ground space. Though tis 
house had served three or four iitant religions societies as a meeting house, 
and the citizens for various secular purposes, 1t was found as early as 1844 
that yet more room was neediul wherein to seat the fast-coming and _faster- 
growing youths and aiaidens before the awful majesty of the teacher. For 
the sum of two hundred and forty dollars Thomas Van Horn built the new 
house of brick, twenty-four by twenty-eight feet in ground dimensions, and 
thence enelosing two and one-third times the floor space of the log house. 
This was building for the present with a sharp outlook for time 10 come. 
But neither pre-caleulator nor prophet could then foreeast the village growth 
when ten years later the imserutable but in this instance unerring judgment 
of railway builders should mark Whitewater as a suitable place at which to 
stop trams for wood and water and to lead or unload passengers from the 
palace-hke coach of the period whieh gracefully trailed at the rear of thirty 
ormore treight ears which, too, were of the period. 
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There was uew matter for public discussion in 1852. ‘\nother school 
house must be provided. Then the many-imindedness of many men was again 
evident and audible. Some men would provide for teaching only the three 
R's. Others would add one department for most-advanced pupils. A few 
others would join academic and collegiate courses of study to the common 
school course, and by borrowing money, if need be. would do this work greatly 
for Whitewater. George W. Chapman and James Ludington, of Milwaukee, 
had bought in 1850 of Wilham Birge, about seventy acres and had faid out 
this land in streets and blocks as their addition, next westward of the Tripp 
plat. They offered to the academy partisans four lots in block 18, at the 
northeast corner of their addition. Subscriptions to the amount of eighteen 
hundred dollars were obtained, but further action was delayed for a year. In 
the end the district decided by vote to build at block 21, facing the westward 
extension ot Centre street, and this is vet the site of the public school. The 
new house was ready for use at the beginning of 1855. It has been known 
as the Union school. A second house was built here in 1867, at a cost of 
jour thousand dollars. The present house was built in 1883 at a cost of 
thirteen thousand dollars, and has since been improved. 

An academic department at the normal school was for long so convenient 
for Whitewater pupils that a high school was not instituted until 1885. With 
city government in that year came a high school building and city superintend- 
ency of schools. These officers relieve the county superintendency of official 
duty at \Whitewater. They have been: Dr. Edward L. Carey, 1885; Dr. 
Moses Furlong, 1886 and 1889; Theron B. Pray, 1888 and 1893; Charles H. 
sylvester, 1891; Eliner W. Walker, 1894; Arthur .\. Upham, 18y6; Henry 
C. Buell, 1900; W. W. Alartin, 1901; Charles H. Rittenberg, 1903-12. lor 
the same period of tine the principals of the high school have been: Williain 
J. Pollock, 1886: W. D. Gibson, 1888; Charles LH. Sylvester, 1891; Elmer 
WW Walker, 1592; Marry A. Whipple, 1896; Henry C. Buell, 1899; W. \W. 
Martin, 1901; Charles H. Rittenberg. 1903-12. It has now become customary 
to make the principal m fact city superintendent, with two more city schools 
in his charge. 

In 1857 a brick school house was built next east of Grove cemetery at cost 
of sixteen hundred dollars. The present building dates from 1872, its cost 
about four thousand dollars. In 1894 the city bought the l¢sterly house and 
ground at the head of Centre street to serve as a west side school, though it 
is but a short distance froni the principal school. 

The annalists have preserved but few names of earlier teachers, and most 
ot these so initialed as to have but half-preserved them. As teachers of select 
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school. J. B. Hunt in 1846, Ebenezer Wilcox in 1347,)1D9 ye i 
1849. The last-named was used to tell his slow pupils that he would make 
them learn fractions if it should take him and them all summer. Perhaps he 
had taught at Galena, or at one of General Grant's old homes. At the log 
school Sheldon C. Powers, from Trov, was first teacher and Frederick Cady 
Patterson in 1842 at the brick school, followed by Dr. John Dunn, and in 
1844 by Charles E. Curtice. At the school in Centre street ‘‘a regular system, ° 
as Mr. Cravath tells it—which probably meant the organization in four 
grades, then customary at villages—began with A. A. Lewis as principal in 
1855, Rev. A. D. Hendrickson in 1858, H. L. Sherman ins5e aes 
Brewer in 1861, Joseph A. Badger in 1863, Elias Dewey about 1869, George 
W. Reagle, 1879. All else is uncertain or now unknown. Before and after 
1885 Luther L. Clark seems to have served several terms at the Union school 
and also at the east side school. The presence of the normal school has been 
of great advantage to local pupilage, and has had a wholesome influence in 
the community in forming a ltberal sentiment as to the support of schools of 
high grade. Broad-minded and in other way capable men of the city, as, for 
imstances, Thompson D. Weeks and Samuel A. White, have been of the board 
cf normal school regents. | 

Ilenry J. Curtice issued the first number of the II] hitewater Gazette, 
January 5, 1855. It was a weekly Republican newspaper, fairly edited and 
neatly printed, and compared favorably with village newspapers oi the time 
in this state. Its editor was A. Valentine. Its last number was dated January 
1, 1857, whence it seems that its publication day had receded from Friday to 
Wednesday. It was then the property of Dr. J]. A. Leonard, with A. Emer- 
son as editor. The office equipment was removed to Waukesha. 

Hamilton 1. and Lallemand Fl. Rann, who were brothers, came in their 
stead and with new, well-assorted materials. They published on Friday, 
March 25, 1857. the first number of the [Vhitewater Register. These young 
men were excellent news, book and job printers and were also capable editors. 
Whitewater had now one of the cleanest and best weekly papers in Wisconsin. 
This office supphed at least three soldiers of the Civil war: 1.. IT. Rann, George 
\W. Peck (long afterwards Governor of the state), and George H. Beckwith. 
fF. Tt. Rann left the firnt in 1868 and Horace Greeley Parsons became jimior 
partner. Dr. FE. G, Benjamin bought the office in 1870 and lightened the 
burden of editorship by buying half-printed sheets from an “anxiliary” 
publisher. 

edwin 1D. Coe became owner and editor in 1871. He printed it wholly 
at home, and the Register at once took its place near the head of the front 
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rank of weekly newspapers of the state: for it now had a quality of editor- 
ship that even the Ranns could not have given it. No editor at Whitewater 
could at all times, in every column, please all Whitewater; for the growth of 
the city brought conflicting interests and jarring notions—differences not all 
at once to be removed or compromised. But however they who differed with 
or from Mr. Coe might judge him, there was but one opinion of the Register 
among his fellow editors throughout the state. It was the most desirable 
paper on their several exchange lists. From the mid-period of his editorship 
other duties at home, at Madison, and at Milwaukee, made division of editor- 
ial labors urgent. He then associated with him successively Howard S. Salis- 
bury, Henry E. Roethe, Edward S. Hanson and Robert K. Coe, his son. At 
his death, in 1909, this son became proprietor and editor. 

Pitt N. Cravath, the brilliant and wavward only son of the pioneer- 
annalist, published the first number of the Puddingstick, in June, 1879. To 
his mind local opinions on constantly arising matters for more or less public 
discussion suggested a large kettle of boiling, bubbling, sputtering, hasty- 
pudding, or, in the vulgate. mush. These needed only a little culinary atten- 
tion, a judicious stirring to prevent burning at bottom, and the results would 
be palatable and nutritious. The name of the paper was indicated at its title- 
head by a home-cut engraving, as like an oar as a puddingstick. It was a 
cause of much rushing of wit to editorial heads elsewhere, and the name was 
soon changed to Whitewater Chronicle. At first it was politically independent. 
then leaned indulgently toward prohibition, and in 1884 became squarely 
Democratic. This change may have moved all the Cravath bones, until then 
long at rest at Lima and Whitewater, to sorrowful protest. 

Russell & Snuth bought the paper in 1885 and changed its naine to News. 
Jesse N. Converse owned it in I888, John C. Clinton in 1890 and Flall & 
Cowles in 1893. About this time it became the Gasefte, and was edited by 
Rev. Frederick W. Millar and others. In 1895 Its owners were Wilton & Law- 
ton, in 1897 William R. Hotchkiss, in 1898 Hotchkiss & Bloodgood, in 1go1 
Frank R. Bloodgood, the present owner. Grant 11. Lawton is a son of James 
Hf. Lawton, of Lagrange. 

There is little need here to trace the beginnings and progress of literary 
and debating societies and other strivings for the higher culture, for these are 
common to all American communities. From the arrival of railway trains the 
village became accessible for the lights of the dramatic, lyric, and operatic 
stage, and for the once and long famous lecturers who carried scientific. 
aesthetic, sociological, educational, moral, and politico-moral ideas from 
Boston to the meridian 180° east or west of Greenwich—the line where west 
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becomes east and east is west. If these singers, actors. and lecturers could not 
or would not halt at Whitewater it could and would go to them at Chicago, 
Milwaukee, or Madison. In quadrennial campaigns of nation-saving by elec- 
tions, men of Whitewater were persuaded or confused by the oratory of men 
to whom their own time decreed immortality—though this was not always 
confirmed by the next generation. 

Ample provision of churches and capacious and well-arranged public 
halls made this often a convenient place ior holding conventions of civic and 
religious bodies. Delavan and Lake Geneva have each some distinctive ad- 
vantages, given by nature or created by its own enterprise; and so also has 
Whitewater, which for its business and intellectual life draws something sus- 
taining from two adjoining counties, 


EIBRARIES. 


A library association existed something earlier than 1858. For a few 
years its efforts were directed to maintenance of yearly lecture courses. In 
$61 it opened a library for public use, giving out books on Friday of each 
week. Robert McBeath was then librarian. It may be supposed that the 
normal school library so far served the wants of the village as to delay any 
considerable development of its own library. The establishment of the high 
school had been similarly affected from a similar cause. 

Mrs. Ilavia White, having bequeathed seventeen thousand dollars to 
establish a publie library in memory of Samuel Austin White, her son, the 
White Memorial Library Association was incorporated, in perpetuity, 1n 1903. 
The trustees of this bequest, as named in her will, were Newton M. Littlejohn, 
Catherine L. White, Mrs, Jane L. (White) Shetek ip: Seyiictr Cock 
Morris Blackman, and Minor G. Halverson. Thane M. Blackman supplies 
his late father’s place on this board. he city accepted the gift, provided the 
site, and sustains the library by liberal appropriations. A building of suitable 
design, worthy of the giver and of the city, was constructed at the sharp angle 
of Main and North streets—about one-fifth of a right angle. It is so placed as 
to leave in front a triangular lawn on which is a fine fountain, given by Julius 
C. Birge, the firstborn of Whitewater. The cost of building was sixteen thou- 
sand dolfars. At present the library has nearly six thousand volumes, and 
from its beginning has been in charge of Miss Ela A. Hamilton. Tt is ad- 
muuistered for the city by nine directors chosen by wards. 
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MILITARY IiISTORY. 


A militia company, organizing in 1875 and naming itself the Custer 
Rifles, was not accepted and mustered into state service until July 7, 1877. It 
then became Company C of the First Regiment. Mlrs. Elizabeth Lb. Custer, 
the General's widow, sent to the company, by Gen. Charles King, a fine photo- 
graph of her husband, with a suitable inscription. The Custer Rifles now 
forms Company C, First Battalion of the First Regiment of Infantry, Wis- 
consin National Guard, Colonel George Ii. Joachim now commanding the 
regunent and Major John P. Joachim battalion commander. The officers of 
the company have been: Captains—John E. Bassett, 1877; J. Ashley Part- 
ridge, 1878: John J. Downey, 1879; John E. Bassett, 1880; Mannering ML. 
DeWoli, 1881; Allan Il. Caldwell, 1882; Charles J. Walton, 1885; John D. 
Hogan, 1886; Frank B. Goodhue, 1890; Leverette WW. Persons, 1896; Frank 
B. Goodhue, 1900; Edward T. Wevher, 1902; Severt J. Olson, 1906; Jacob 
FE. Kinzer, 1908; Hubert O. Hamilton, rg10; Philip E. Trautman, Jr., 1912. 

First Lieutenants—Samuel Bowers, 1877; John J. Downey, 1878; J. 
Aloys Ammon, 1879: John D. Hogan, 1881: Joel \W. Richmond, 1882; 
Charles J. Walton, 1884; Frank B. Goodhue, 1886; Judson J. Rogers, 1890; 
Ole J. Oleson, 1892; Edward T. Weyher, 1894; William Henry Hahn, 1896; 
Edward T. Weyher, 1898; Elmer A. Cutter, 1900; Olaf J. Johnson, 1goz; 
Jacob E. Winzer, 1906; Herbert O. Hamilton, 1908; Philip E. Trautman, Jr., 
1910; Roland H. Lindbaum, 1912. 

Second Lieutenants—Albert L. Arey, 1877; J. Aloys Ammon, 1878; 
John D. Hogan, 1879; Judson J. Rogers, 1881; Charles J. Walton, 1882; 
James G. Kestol, 1884; James R. Johnson, 1886; Ole J. Oleson, 1890; Witham 
Henry Hahn, 1892; Dennis H. Halloran, 1894: Charles E. Johnson, 1895 ; 
Mdward 1. Wevher. 1596; Charles Spracklin, 1898; Elmer A. Cutter, 1goo; 
Henry J. Cadman, 1902; Philip E. Trautman, Jr.. 1go8; Roland Il. Lind- 
baum, 1910; Otto J. Rennemo, 1912. 

Regimental promotions from this company were: Charles J. Walton 
in 1884 to adjutant, Joel \W. Richmond in 1885 to adjutant and in 1886 to 
quartermaster, Allan I. Caldwell in 1888 to jieutenant-colonel and 1891 to 
colonel, John D. Hogan in 18yo to major, Severt J. Olson in 1&g2 to adjutant, 
Joseph H. Tobin in 1894 to sergeant-major, Dr. John Dunn in 1905 to assist- 
ant surgeon. Rev. Joseph Moran in 1895 to chaplaim. Colonel Caldwell was 
appointed assistant quartermaster-general in 1895. 

Governor Rusk ordered this company to Milwaukee in 1886 for active 
service in preservation of the peace and dignity of the state against the rioters 
of that vear, on the occasion commonly called the Bayview riot. The duty as- 
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signed was to guard railway property against lawless violence. The com- 
pany's prompt response to call and its soldierly conduct on duty were creditable 
to itself and to the whole body of “baby militia” and “‘tin soldiers,” as the 
rioters jeeringly named the state’s armed forces. 

In 1898 Captain Persons recruited his company to its full number for 
service in the war with Spain. The regiment, at the close of the war, was 
waiting at Jacksonville, Florida, for orders or for transportation to Cuba. (It 
may be mentioned here, since omitted at another page, that Peter Kauer, Jr., 
of Elkhorn, who had enlisted at Fort Sheridan for a term of service in Com- 
pany A, Second United States Light Artillery, went with his guns to Cuba 
and was present for duty at the battle of El Caney. As far as known he was 
the only man of Walworth who stood in line of battle in that war.) 


PUBLIC UTiLitieEs. 


Messrs. Jarvis K. Pike, .\saph Pratt and .\sad \Williams, in 1842; chose 
an acre from Dr. Tripp's land on the east side and there laid out Grove ceine- 
tery. Jt was managed by the town supervisors until 1848, when an associa- 
tion was formed, two acres of land were added and all the ground was fenced. 
This now well-peopled territory 1s wholly surrounded by the city’s growth. It 
was, therefore, necessary to choose a site which would admit expansion in at 
least one direction. The choice was well made, and in 1858 Hillside cemetery 
was laid out on the high ground east of Tripp lake and from two sides over- 
looking the water, The old ground is kept in order, and the new one 1s con- 
stantly improved. 

The Whitewater [Electric Light Company was formed in 1886, its works 
near the railway station. Is present officers are Edwin I, Thaver, president ; 
Charles W. Partridge, vice-president and secretary: Oliver B2ailanis: 
treasurer and manager. 

Duane Starin gave the city, in 1888, about eight acres of land in his 
addition, for Prospect park. It 1s within a few rods of the county line, on 
high ground with fairly easy slopes to the streets. It is of irregular outline, 
but bounded by straight lines. Thus far it is a fine natural park, its wide open 
spaces shaded fairly by trees of second growth, but uninproved except with 
mowing machines and bush seythes. In this state it is both beautiful and use- 
ful_an admirable place for out-of-door meetings and amusements—truly a 
city’s breathing place, without trespass sign, policeman or other needless an- 
Hovance, 

In the same year the city drilled a well at a lower corner of the park. At 
nearly a thousand feet depth was found water which rose a little away above 
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the surface, and is pumped into the stand-pipe at the highest point of the park. 
This work was done by C, E. Gray, of Milwaukee, who made a contract with 
the city to run twenty-five years, for constructing water works and a system 
of street mains, and whatever else was required for the city’s water supply. 
and to operate the whole system. Alr. Grav received a half acre of ground 
and twenty-five thousand dollars. This contract expires in 1914, and a propo- 
sition to take the works into city ownership and control is about to be sub- 
nitted to a vote of the citizens at a special election. The system now includes 
a well six hundred feet deep and two wells of more than two hundred feet 
depth and the entire present valuation is placed at eighty-eight thousaand 
dollars. 

A city hall was built in 1899 at the acute-angular meeting of Centre and 
Whitewater streets. It 1s of red pressed brick and is interiorly arranged for 
all the departments and uses of the city administration, their records, and the 
apparatus of the fre department. Its approach from the front is guarded by 
a siege gun,—a forty-pounder Parrot—its calibre a fraction more than four 
inches, and under its muzzle a little pyramid of eight-inch shot. 

In 1904 the several Masonic bodies built a “temple” at Main and Fre- 
mont streets, about forty feet wide by seventy-five feet long and of propor- 
tionate height of red brick with stone trimmings. Its overhanging gabled 
pediment rests on an Jonie colonnade of stone, giving a convenient and sightly 
front porch. All without is classically plain and therefore tasteful. 

A postoffice was established in April, 1840, and the village thus had 
weekly mails from Troy. David J. Powers was the first postmaster, and 
after him were Thomas K. LeBarron, Warner Earle, Eleazar Wakeley, Isaac 
Ca wieeler cio. Georce % \Villiams, 1853; Lallemand H. Rann. about 
1861; Edmund B. Gray, about 1867; Henry O. Montague, about 1869; Pros- 
per Cravath, 1872: Henry McCraw, 1880; Edward F. Donnelly, 1887; Edwin 
D. Coe, 1891; John H. Fryer, 1895; Frank B. Goodhue, 1899, probably until 
Igt5. Mr. Fryer remains in the office as first assistant. About 1892 this 
office was raised to the second-class, and it is at the head of five rural free 
delivery routes. It also has a city carrier system. 


VILLAGE INCORPORATION, 


Forty-two villagers signed a call, published in the Aeyister ot March 6, 
1558, tor a meeting at which to consider a plan for incorporating the village. 
At this meeting Warren Cole, William DeWolf, Edson Nellogg, Newton M. 
Littlejohn, Richard O'Connor, John S. Partridge and .\ugustus Fl. Scoville 
were directed to prepare a charter. The Legislature, then 1n session, passed 
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a act to incorporate the village under this charter. At an election, May 27th, 
Newton M. Littlejohn was chosen president; Charles E. Curtice. George 
Esterly, Samuel Field and Mr. Scoville, trustees; Lallemand H. Rann, clerk; 
Edward Barber, treasurer; Edward F. Tarr, marshal. (Afr. Tarr was also a 
federal deputy marshal for the district court of eastern Wisconsin, and as 
such took the census of 1860 for lis assembly district.) City government 
began in 1885, but ward division, with a county board member for each, began 
in 1883. A slight, formal change 1n 1897 made Whitewater a statutory city 
of the fourth class. 


VILLAGE MREMBERS OF COUNTY BOARD. 


Samuel Austin White_——__ Lond: 


73. fohi W) Denison= ae 1874-8, “Str 
Thompson Dimock Weeks_---~- 1872 


Willian Le Roy Stewart_1879-80, $2 


Robert McBeath, William L. R. Stewart, Philip Trautman were ward 
members for 1883; \icBeath, Stewart, Edwin T. Cass for 1884. 


CITY AIEM BERS OF GCOWRTY BOARD: 


lor First Ward—Sylvester Hanson, 1885-6; Martin K. Wood, 1887-8, 
‘92-3: Minor G. Tlalverson, 1889; E. Benjanun Chamberlain, 1890; Wilham 
b. Reider, 1891: Charles Chaffee, 1894; Truman Rollin Spooner. 1895; Henry 
RK. Charles, 1896-1901, ‘'03; Albert Hanson, 1902; John F. Henderson, 
1904-12. 

For Seeond Ward—Wuilhamn L. R. Stewart, 1885-1901; George B. 
Averill, 1902; |. Nelson Humphrey, 1903-4; Thomas E. Lean, 1905-8; Robert 
C. Bulkley, 1909; Newton R. Steele, 1910-12. 

For Third Ward—Robert F. McCutcheon. 1885, ’91, ‘93-5: Edward F. 
Donnelly, 1886-7; James Casserly, 1888-90; Wilham Allen Knilans, 1892: 
Charles A. Alexander, 1896: Henry Lingemann, 1897; Stephen Henry Smith, 
1898-1908; George W. Sperbeck, 1909-12. 


PRESIDENTS OF THE VIEEAGE. 


Newton M. Littlejohn-_1858-9, "82-3 William LeRoy Stewart-______ 1867 
Joseph es Pi ate ees 1860, 69 (GeorgeeyeEsterl\ ae 1868 
George des Wollianis22224 oe 1861-2 John Staines Partridecs aaa Loz2 
Willian DeWolf ~- 1863-4, “66, "70-1 Thomas Bassett -.-...----__- 1873 


Jacob J. Stang See = 1865 Svivester Hanson ~___-- 1S74-5, 7 
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eietee ay Biante. Js] 1876-7 Simon Buel Edwards__..____- 1881 
cere eusttics Rag... fs70seeivin D) Cobutize22. = 1884 
Fernando Cortez Kiser_______- 1880 —“ 


Samuels bishop =----2--—-==-- foogeuidenry |, \Wilkinson.22--22ee 1899 
dx ard: Pneebretsen._..-= 1887. 89 Newton Moore Littlejohn______ IQOI 
(Gegn cm a otcelel 2 vee Megwreiames Cy. Sestol_- 2222522 1903, 05 
eM aii CsO0d Niel 25 ae = - Meteemeesrly [ ratts-52202 2 2222 1906, ’07 
maggie erabt peachse = foe bawics F. Zuill..s Sept. 1907, 11 
Ieonhe\. Etatt cso ossesewcs ToCommmmeasunin 2x. Upham .--- 22-72 2= 1909 


Mavors are elected for two-year terms. Mr. Nestol and his successor 
served each a part of two terms. 


VILLAGE CLERKS. 


Pallemandeel. Rann_..-.--=- Losc-ouamiaitney Allen .22.1.22....- 1870-1! 
Nanies Cate ecath: -2..--.__.-- iejommeecomee VW, Stéclé: suc2teke- 2 = sy ge 
Gs pimewe rath! == Tomine tieady -.2-.._2 1873, '79-81 
(sagewemeieciecr = 1002-4, 66. 78° \\illiam H. J, Hewitt-s..._- 1874-5 
Witeses a oodbury_-.-___=. eC elbam Meausol) ea 0 2-226 eee 1876 
lames sD) eh oebinson.——5.______ 1867 Winfield Scott Salisbury_____- loge 
ISpxal 12 IDES > a ee Is@oe james Casserly 225-22 oeok. 1882-4 
(hates Ome iaite= == 2-28 1869 


Giarles |— VV alton... 1895, 09-90 Albert W.lartin _....--_.- 1892-4 
i iicomecm (\cstQlesees_.____- 1886 Frank H. Holmes__-___- 1895-1904 
levee See) — 1887-8 George W. Rankin.__..____- 1905-6 
Sena Sh  —_—, root, tiiainiehe NiclLane--2 2-2. 1907- 


Sate) baboe  ——————ae PSnSoemlBewis 1COOK 22225522525 -. 2 1864 
(Not shown for 1860.) Abraham Van Valkenburg__-_-- 1865 
Deneod@reteemipel 25... 1861, Osean L. R. Stewarts.cs.-.- 1866 


Wo wae willeomeeer= 525.0. _._-_ Too2mmeiiott D: Converses 222-52 1867-8 
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Thompson. DS \Weeks= ees 1869 John Taylor sun === 1879-81 
joseph Haubert 2222s e= = 1870-3 Isaac Underhill Wheeler______ i882 
George Sv Nlarsh22 == === ee 1874-S Edward Engebretsen -..._~~ 1883-4 


CITY TREASURERS. 


Edward Engebretechme==-22- eo 1885 Ferdinand Kraeplin, |i. 1897-8 
bernando: Ce\sicetaeeee eee i886 Charles Addison Pratt.-_-_1899-1900 
Johit Bonnett 22S2=s=ae= i887-S Ebenezer B. Finch--222222ee 19QOI 
John DD; 1logan = =2=2=ae=== 1$S9-90 “Nilton B. Carey 2222ea=eeeee 1902-4 
Alphonso Baicten|) ==e==—2=— 1891-3 Allan lb. Caldwell ===e=eaeee 1905-7 
Makendre J]. Rawson_________- 1894 Jacob Noelzer 222222 e=——= 1908-11 
BuFe Gook— == aeeeee ----.1895 August Krahn 22222222 =e eee 1912 
Frank? is Fralle eee aes 1896 


The roll of village trustees is of little historic value, but in it are 
naines that old citizens and those of middle age recall with interest and 
pleasure. Among these are: Gilbert Anderson, Sylvester Barnes, Peter H. 
Brady, Byron Brown, George A. Caswell, Augustus Y. Chamberlain, Roswell 
Coburn, John M. Crombie, Albert \W. Curtiss, Benjamin M. Frees, James 
Gleason, Thomas Goodhue, Gulik Halverson, Job Harrison, Jr., Joseph Hau- 
bert, frederick -\. Hurlbut, Edson Kellogg, Francis L. Kiser, Henry AMec- 
Graw, Henry O. Montague, Ole Rosman, Leonard C. Smith, Ole Sobye, John 
D. Sweetland, Daniel C. Tripp, Salmon II. Tuttle, Dr. Henry Warne, John 
Wilson. 

The population of the village in 1860 was 2.831; in 1870, it was 3.280; 
In 1880 it was 3,621, Federal and state censuses for the city—In 1885: First 
ward, 1.335; second wari, 1.3677 third ward, 1.456% total, 4,158. lisse 
lirst ward, 1,416; second and third wards. 2.943: total, 4.359. In 1895, 
not shown by wards, total, 3.799. In 1900: J*irst ward, 997: second ward, 
1,290; third ward, 1,118; total, 3.405. In 1905: First ward, 867: second ward, 
1,300; third ward, 941; total, 3,108, In 1910: First ward, 912; second ward, 
1.282; tiitdavande 1,030 total) seen 


Cla Ole By ae Be 
MAKERS OF THE COUNTY. 


It has been judged useful to add here a few biographical and genealogical 
notes, from such data as lie most readily at hand, of men and women who were 
in some sense among the makers of the county, and few of whom are now 
living. Jtis not attempted. generally, to measure their moral worth or mental 
stature, nor to catalogue all their capacities for public or private usetulness. 
Each short statement may be taken to mean that its subject had been im the 
davs of his strength one who had some fair measure of men's esteem and con- 
fidence. In the few longer sketches it has been sought rather to fall short of 
truth than to exceed truth. .\s to families of Ike name, 1f no relationship 
each to each is shown, it will be understood that evidence of ancestry in com- 
mon has not been found. 

Ira C. Apport, son of E. A. Abbott and Naney Gregory, born at Burns, 
Steuben county, New York, December 14, 1824; hved at White Pigeon from 
1835 tO 1554: was postinaster at Burr Oak, 1855 to 1861, We served in 
Company G, First Michigan Infantry, as captain and was wounded at bull 
Run. In the regiment as re-organized for three vears service he rose step 
by step frum captain of Company B to the colonelcy and nearly twenty years 
later was breveted brigadier-general. Je carne to Delavan in 1875 (employed 
by Allen & Wilber, grocers): to Elkhorn in 1880; and a few years later was 
given a clerkship in the pension bureau for the rest of his active life. He «hed 
at Washington, October g. 1go&, leaving wife Itlecta, one son, two daughters. 
He was a small, soldierly-looking man, of casy manners and modest i speech. 
fis regiment was one of the three hundred named by Colonel Fox the “tight- 
ing regiients of the war.” 

ALFRED I]. ABELL, son of Hlenry Abell, was born at Duanesburg, New 
York. May 17, 1824. He came to Bloomfield in 1848; served tour terms as 
chairiman of town board of supervisors. He was chosen assemblyman tor 
1877 over .\ddin Kaye. He died May 24, 1882. Marietta Carpenter, his 
wite, was born December 17. 1833; died November 20, 1882. 

Henry .\pKiNs, son of Henry .\dkins and [elizabeth Tluekstep., was born 
at Ramsgate, Nent, England, December 23, 1812: apprenticed to an apothe- 
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cary; came to neighborhood of Utiea, New York, in 1833: married [Ehzabeth 
Ann, daughter of Wilham Adams, at New York Mulls. July 22, 1836; came 
to Sugar Creek in 1841; next year bought government land in sections I1, T4, 
Lagrange; came to Elkhorn as register of deeds, 1855 to 1859; began com- 
pilation of abstract of titles to real estate; from the organization of the First 
National Bank of Elkhorn, in 1865, to his death, Alay 17, 1887, was its eompe- 
tent and trustworthy accountant and teller. His wife was born in Otsego 
county, September 10, 1813, and died at Elkhorn January 25, 1889. His sons, 
Wilham E. and Henry Breckenridge, and son-in-law, Reuben Eastwood, were 
soldiers of Company Ix, Thirtieth \Wiseonsin Infantry 

ALMA MONTGOMERY ALDRIcIr, son of Wilham Aldrich and Hannah kh. 
Montgomery. was born at Kirtland, Ohio, May 6, 1837. His father was 
born at Lisbon, Grafton county, his mother at Whitefeld, Coos county, both 
places in New Hampshire. In 1847 the family caine to section 35. Spring 
Praine. The father served on town and county boards and as justice of the 
peace. The son was for eight terms a member of the county board, and in 
1878 was assemblyman, elected over Andrew Wall, Jr. In 1865 he married 
[Shizabeth, daughter of Lyman FHlewitt, of Racine county. In 1899 he re- 
moved to Burlington, where he died November 1, 1902, leaving two children. 

DwiGciut SIpNEY .ALLEN, son of George Allen and Harriet \. Buell, was 
born at Lebanon, Madison county, New York, February 12, 1843: lived in 
Linn until a few vears before Ins death, when he moved to Lake Geneva, 
where he died May 5, 1go8. In 1862 he enlisted for three years service in 
Company C, Twenty-second Infantry, serving as corporal: September 4, 
18607, hé married Delia .\. Sherman, at Eagle. [1e served his town as treasurer. 
justice. and from 1877 to 1890 as member of the county board, of whieh body 
he was eight tunes chairman. Tle was a member of the Asseinbly at its session 
of 1889, elected over [kdward Decatur Page and Huron Irving Hawks. From 
IS88 to 1go8& he was a member of the Soldier's Rehef Committee. Alrs. 
Allen was born in 1846, and has seven ehuildren. 

GEORGE ALLEN, grandson of Ilisha Wen of Woreester county. Massa- 
chusetts (Prinecton o1 Sturbridge), and son of Walter Wen and Flarriet Hol- 
brook, was born at Lebanon, Madison county, New York, July 23, 1820; mar- 
ricd [larriet A. Buell January 12, 1842; came to Linn in 152 settine son 
section 24 and adding later more than half of section 23—1more than a square 
mile inall. Tle and lis wife had been teachers: and a fairly edueated land- 
holder usually finds some fair place in the esteem of Ins townsmen. Mr. 
Ven was member of the county board seven times between 1854 and 1867, 
and chairman in t866; member cf Assembly im 1855; assessor more than 
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twenty years; and justice of the peace from 1866 to his death, February 26, 
1899. Mrs. Allen, daughter of Ira Buell and Chloe Holcomb, was born at 
Plymouth, Chenango county, January 3, 1821, and died December 16, 1895. 

GEORGE RvE ALLEN, son of Samuel .\Hen and Maria High, was born at 
Hartford, Washington county, New York, August 9, 1838: came to Bloom- 
field in 1841; married Mary, daughter of James Grier: was thirteen terms a 
meniber of the county board and six times its ehairman; served in the Assembly 
in 1880, having defeated Cyril R. Aldrieh, a rock-rooted Democrat of Spring 
Prairie. [le died at Lake Geneva, January 1, I9o1!. 

Lucius ALLEN, son of Dr. Daniel and wife Olive English, was born at 
Hamburg. New York, February 13, 1816; came in 1838 from Geauga county, 
Ohio, to section 31, East Troy (his parents to section 6, Spring Prairie) : 
moved to latter town and served as town offieer and as assemblyman in 1864, 
eleeted over Wilham R. Berry: came about 1870 to Elkhorn as building con- 
tractor and turniture dealer; member of county board in 1877; died January 
12, 1895. His first wife, Mary A., a sister of Adolphus Spoor, married May 
27, 1837, died November 15, 1838. left a son Augustus Carlton, who was a 
soldier of the Eighth Illinois Infantry. July ro, 1842, he married Sarah Ann. 
daughter of Hosea Barnes, who died July ro, 1842, leaving two children. Her 
son, l‘ayette Lueius, died in service at Little Rock in 1865. Mr. Allen married 
Juliet Barnes, his sister-in-law, in -\ugust, 1848. She died March ri, 1878, 
leaving five children. September 4, 1890, he married Mrs. Ilephsibal (Tom- 
linson), widow of Charles Babeock. Three of these marriages were at 
Auburn, Ohio, and the last at Elkhorn. Afr. .\Wen was a clear-headed man, 
and stood firmly by his pohtical and moral convictions, which in his later Ife 
led him to Prohibitionism. 

SAMUEL ALLEN, born at Gloucester, England. June 30, 178y, came with 
parents about 1800 to New York. From his majority till 1839 he was an 
innkeeper at various places in the state. In 1839 he made his claim to land 
in sections 20, 30, Bloomfield, and brought his family in i841. In 1844 and 
at a few later elections he was chosen a justice of the peace, and a member of 
the county board in 1845. Fle built one of the first framed houses in the town. 
Hlis wife. married in 1822, was Maria, daughter of Charles and Christine 
High, of Kingsbury, New York. Tle died at home, November 20, 1866. 
Mrs. Allen died in June, 1880. Their children were Charles, George R.. 
William H., Samuel and Susannah. 

WILLIAM CrieNney ALLEN, born at Tloosic, New York, I'ebruary 2, 1814; 
married, October 7, 1840, Mary A. McConkey at Voorhecsville—a town or 
hamlet now not easily to be found in New York geography. He eame in 
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the same year, as a lawyer, to Delavan, and in June, 1843, became probate 
judge, holding that post till January, 1847. In 1850 he became county judge, 
and resigned in 1856, in which year he became president of the Walworth 
County Bank. He was member of Assembly in 1866 and 1867, having been 
chosen successively over Joseph Fk. Lyon and Julius .\. Treat. He removed 
to Racine, where he died January 12, 1887. He was a brother-in-law of 
}lon, .\lanson H. Barnes. 

Witiiam P. ALLEN, son of John and Mary Alien, was born in Jefferson 
county, New York, in 1821. In 1832 he was a teacher at Portageville. 
Wroming county, New York. He came to Sharon in 1845, and for fourteen 
vears served that town as clerk and as assessor, and for twenty years, nearly 
continuously, as justice of the peace. In 1873 he became postmaster at the 
village, at which place he was a dealer in general goods. Ile was chosen over 
Samuel W. Voorhees as assemblyman for 1854. He died July 25, 1901. 
Khis wife was Sophronia L. Lyman. 

Evisna Leroy ANpRUs was son of Elisha Andrus and Sarah Wallace. 
His earlier .\merican ancestors were John! *, Stephen*, Elishat* ®. dis mother 
was daughter of Witham Wallace and [tleanor Drake. He was born at 
Manchester, Connecticut, Mav 21, 1813; married. \ueust 27. 1843, Clarissa 
(1823-1899), daughter of Sprowell Dean and Clarissa Seott; came in 1845 
to Trov, where he died Mareh 6, 1854. Their sons were I*rancis Leroy, 
Arthur Denison, .\aron Sprowell. 

James ARAM, son of Matthias Aram and Ehzabeth Tompkins, was born 
at or near Utica, New York, .\ugust g, 1813: came west in 1838 and to Delavan 
village in 1840, where he went into retail business. .\ few years. later he 
beeame one of a firm of warehousemen and lumber dealers, composed of 
George Passage, himself, Leonard E. Downie, and Col. Jacob T. foster. He 
was successively a stockholder in the Walworth County Bank, a director of 
the lirst National Bank of Delavan, and vice-president of the banking house 
Mie. Latimer & Ganpany. Plewas a tember of tie county hoard tor tligteen 
terms, P8b2 to 1875: and a trustee of the State School for the Deat 1872-5. 
lle served a few vears as president of the village. January G, 1836, he mar- 
ried Susan C., daughter of James Rood and Ehzabeth Miller. She was bern 
at Secipie, New York, August, 1814, died at elvan December ray 196g: 
Their three children had died. and at Airs. WAram’s death the bulk of their 
este was apphed, as they had wished, ¢o the buildimg and equipment of a 
tree hbrarv at Delavan. 

I} vkrison ARMSTRONG Was sonot John Armstrong and Elizabeth Lytle, 
Who came early to Geneva with hin and ther other children. Ile was born 
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in St. Lawrence county, in 181.4; married Mary Scripter; came in the later 
forties or early fifties to Spring Prairie as a blacksmith, and presently as a 
plow-maker, and tor some years had a good loeal business. Later he lived 
at or near Elkhorn, and went about 1856 to Trempealeau county. At some 
time he made the overland way to California and came back with material for 
occasional home lectures. He was a ready rhymer, in various measures; but 
his preference was for the versification as well as the philosophy and satire of 
Pope. His wife, Marv Scripter, who died several vears befare him "was a 
spiritualistie medium, and, as le said, a very superior woman. ‘“Unele Hat, 
the Plowmaker,” was eccentric only in religio-philosophical beliefs or notions, 
loving or tolerating everything and everybody except creeds and clergymen: 
but was a better Christian than he knew, being one of the best and kindest 
of men. His brother James never married. His sister Maria was wife of 
Velorous Scripter (Mary's brother), and Sophia was wife of Richard B. 
Flack. 

SAMLEL ARMSTRONG, a brother of John, merried Mary Cregg. At 
least ten of their eleven children came from St. Lawrence county to Geneva 
and Elkhorn. The order of their birth 1s not known with exactness. JAMES, 
a carpenter, married, first. his cousin Elizabeth Armstrong: second, Jane 
Cruickshank (whose brother Alexander was a building contraetor of Jélkhorn 
and of Chicago). Jane was wife of Thomas B. Gray. AcGNes, wife of David 
Wells (not known here). Exizapety (twin with .\enes). wife of Ielihu Gray. 
Maria, wife of Martin Russell. HANNaAn, second wife of John Dunlap. 
Jutra Nwx, wife of Daniel Carr Gray. SAMUEL inarried Hannah Van 
Allen. Joon .\. married Elizabeth (daughter of Isaac) Gray. Martira, wife 
of James Adams Flack. Lypia, wife of Henry J. Snuth. [See lack, Gray. 
and Lytle families.] John Armstrong, a soldier of the Revolution, father ot 
John and Samuel, had a daughter. wife of Nathaniel Carswell, whose son, 
Nathaniel H. Carswell lived in Racine county, and thence came to Elkhorn im 
1853. 

ALansox Brown ARNOLD was born in Cayuga county, New York, De- 
cember, 1812: married at Medina, New York, January 1, 1835. Dorothy 
Althina. daughter of Joseph Davis: came in 1865 toa farm in Linn; died Aug- 
ust 3, 1885. Mrs. Arnold was born in 1815; died December 28, 1896. Their 
children were Joseph Davis, Henry Alanson, Francis Lamartine, Robert 
Bruce, Clifton Suniner. 

Fayette P. ARNOLD, one of four sons of Luther aud wife, Mary Prouty, 
was born near Hubbardton. Vermont, in 1826: attended an academy at 
Poultnevville: studied Jaw: came to Sharon in 1850: was adnutted to practice 
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in 1851; was member of the county board nine terms; chosen assemblyman, 
without opposition, for the session of 1862; died January 9, 1872. His wite, 
Jane Willis, was born in 1830. A son, Cassius F., was town treasurer in 
1877-8. . 

SaLmMonx G. ARNOLD (July 15, 1820-March 10, 1896), of Sharon, was 
son of Luther Arnold and Mary Pronty. He married in 1848 Ann Eliza, 
daughter of Chester Hotchkiss and Elizabeth Gillette. She was born Alay 
If, fo20; dicde vine!) 33 roor. 

VARNUM ARNOLD was son of Joseph and Susannah Arnold, who were 
natives of Rhode Island. It is not unlikely that both parents were of old and 
often honored families of the colony, for it is about evenly probable that the 
wife was born Varnum. Their son was born January 18, 1819, 1 Cayuga 
county, New York. After a short career as a teacher he married, at Auburn, 
January 22, 1845, Juha A., daughter of Dennison and Lucy Butts, and in the 
next year moved to section 32 of Richmond, where he bought a large farm. 
He served his town as one of its supervisors and also as assessor. He died 
September 20, 1901. 

ANDREW W. Akwoop, son of John and Christina Arvedson, was born 
at uear Holden, Norway, August 25, (841, and came with his parents to the 
town of Whitewater in 1846; enlisted August 21, 1861, in the Twenty-eighth 
Infantry and thirteen days later married Prudence, daughter of Samuel 
Loomer and Deborah Strong. I]e served three years as corporal, and came 
hoine to be one of the best of citizens. His farm at the Heart Prairie church 
was well inanaged and improved and the church well attended. Ile died at 
Whitewater (city) in January, t909. Mrs. .Arwood was born in Nova Scotia, 
September 7, 1836; died July 10, 1809. 

lienry Tl. Austin, born July 28, 1832. at Alexico, Oswego county, Nem 
York; came to East Troy village in 1854 and went into retail business as 
clerk, in 4857 as partner, and later as wool and produce buyer. Ile married 
Helen Al., daughter of Samuel and Dorothy .\nn Fowler, September 11, 1860, 
and died at Itast Troy, Mlarch 15, "gon. lis sume@narles 1). isaiovgrer 
Chicavo; daughter Lueyv ois wite*or Prot. lLeonacd@eewall Snutheoi ie 
State University and grandson of an early settler of ast Troy; Mary Belle is 
wite of Revi uae lacons. 

Mavrice Lroyp Ayers was son of Jehiel vers and Clarissa Niles. Hlis 
varlicr Nmerican ancegtors were John’ (son ot Tliomas Ever, of Wiltshire), 
Obadiah®, Vhomas*, Levit, fdward*. AMlv. Avers was born in Delaware county, 
New York, ddceember 4. 181g: ile marricd, 1 1645, lithiera Cook, *yukin 
daughter of edward A\ikin and Lucinda Stone. and came in the same year to a 
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farm near Honey Creek, where he died June 11, 1884. Mrs. Ayers was born 
in 1823 and died May 11, 1896. Their children were Althea Amelia (AMIrs. 
S. Dwight Slade), Frank Jehiel, Edward Aikin, William Henry, Clara. “Mr. 
Ayers was as much business man as farmer, and as he was strong and forceful 
he became one of the solid men of lis town. He was a Democrat of an un- ° 
changing type, usually attended conventions of his party, and was often its 
willing candidate for certain defeat. 

ALENDER Q. Baspcock was born at Tlomer, Cortland county, New York, 
in 1817: studied law; came to Whitewater in 1842 and formed a law partner- 
ship with Warner Earle and Frederick Cady Patterson, but passed in the next 
vear to East Troy; served for several years as justice of the peace; served five 
[emits on the coulily board ol stpervisors, was clected over \dani Be Nay cas 
member of the Assembly for 1850; was elected as district attorney in 1862 
over James D. Merrill. Ele married, April 12, 1855, Rosanna F., daughter 
of Stephen Field and Mary Jordan. He died July 3, 1874. He was a guod 
lawver and a useful citizen. Iie left no children, nor known relatives of his 
name. Mrs. Babcock was born May 20, 1825; died July 5, 1906. 

STEPHEN SLy Bascock, son of Stephen and Elizabeth, was born at Jeru- 
Sales ban, county, New ork, June 16, 1824. Jn 1827 the family moved 
to Wayne county. About 1846, with his brothers, Caleb Sly and Willard 
Blanchard, he came to Darten, and all became men of character and substance. 
(Caleb S. Babcock died at Delavan, August 9. 1885, aged fitty-three. Ile 
married Sarah Emeline Brundige. Willard B. Babcock. born 1822, married 
Louise Burnett, died at Delavan, September 13, 1882.) In 1859 Stephen be- 
gan business at Delavan as grocer and nurseryinan. He had some years of 
more active experience as advance agent of a circus and menagerie 
in the Southern states and Cuba. He served as justice of the peace for 
Delavan in 1877-8, and at election of 1878 was chosen sheriff over Benjamin 
Bassler, with another election 11 1882 over John F. Cutler. Fle was once 





traveling 


a member of the county board, and several times president of the village. Fle 
died at Florence, Alabama, November 4, 1894. [hs wife, hiza Jane. daugh- 
ter of Nehemiah Barlow and Orinda Stecle, was born at Rochester in 1820: 
married December 14, 184g; died at Vincennes, Indiana, July ro, rg06. Mr. 
Babcock was tall and strongly built, and in the line of duty feared neither man 
nor weapon. While he was sheriff he showed much skill in the detective work 
of his office. He was well-informed, sound-judging and compantonable, 
Peete sees. ( Charles’, Steplien®, Janics*, folin-, Jaiies’) of Rowley) 
was son of Charles Bailey and Abigail, daughter of Daniel Safford and Ilan- 
nah tlovey. tfe was born October 1, 1771; died April & 1866. His sceond 
wife, Susannah Bangs. was born March 4, 1784: died September 20, 1858. 
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Both were buried at East Delavan. His known children of first marriage 
were: 1. Charles Stewart (1811-1877): his wife nanied Laura Cap(@ioeee 
1874). 2. Enoeh Henry Martin (born 1820); married Amanda Bartlett, 
3. Levi Parsons (1823-1874); married first, Phoebe S. Lippitt (1828-1853) ; 
second, Della Louisa Shumway. 4. Samuel Wills, born 1825, of whom little 
More is now remembered than that he went westward. The three older sons 
were men of substance and in business and offielal ways useful to their town. 

CHARLES Minton Baker, son of James Baker (1779-1851) and Eliza- 
beth Price (1780-1870), grandson of David Baker, of Morristown, New 
Jersey, was born’ at New York (city). Oetober 18. 18047 the tiéxt sear ane 
parents went to Addison eounty, Vermont; he entered Middlebury College in 
1822; studied law at Troy in Samel G. Funtington’s offee ; was named in a roll 
of attorneys at Troy in 1831, and also as commissioner of deeds: married, first, 
Martha \W. Larrabee, ot Shorehain, Vermont, September 6, 1830: settled on 
section ft, Linn, in 1838: distriet attorney 1839-40; married, second, Eliza 
Flolt, July 1: 1841: served four years in Terntorial Couneil, 1542-6; cena 
man of committee on organization of judiciary in first constitutional eonven- 
tion; in 1849 was head of the comnission to revise statutes: early in March, 
1856, appointed to vaeancy in eireuit judgeship, but refused nomination at 
the \pril election, and henee served but six or seven weeks. holding a term 
in Raeme county for \pril. In the latter part of the Civil war he was draft 
eomnussioncr for his congressional district. In April, 1871, he was chosen 
jubtice at Lake Geneva for one year. He died there, February 5, 18722 Se 
Summons wrote of him: “As a man he was foremost in the promotion of 
every cause which tended to the real advantage and permanent benefit of his 
fellow citizens. iAs a lawyer his talents were of a high order hut he was not 
ambitious to make them known. He was from his early youth a Christian, 
ane was always recognized here as a strong and earnest one, a pillar in the 
church, the right hand of his pastor, and a chosen leader among his brethren.” 
This testimony is useful since it may explain why Judge Baker did not ask 
his fellow citizens for ligh places among them, and why they did not offer 
many such tokens of their tavor. 

Llienry Bartow, son of Neheniah Barlow and Orinda Steele, was born 
November 23, 1815, at Ballston, New York; came from Perry, New York. 
1 1838 to sections 5, 6, Delavan: married July 3. 1841, Emeline. daughter of 
Daniel Edwin LaBar and Tlasnal Rees—perhaps the first marriage at Del- 
avan; served a few years as supervisor; was an opposition candidate in 1872 
for assemblyman, defeated by Carlos L. Douglass: died .\ugust 6, 1884. Mrs. 
sarlow was born in T8271, near Stroudsburg, Pemusylvania: died September 22, 
1890. 
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Joun Wuitney Bartow, voungest son of Nehemiah and Orinda, born 
In western New York, June 26, 1838; appointed from Wisconsin about 1857 
as a cadet at the Umited States Military Academy, West Point: second lieu- 
tenant, second artillery, May 6, 1861; nine days later first lieutenant: brevet 
captain May 27, 1862, for distinguished service at Hanover Court House; 
transferred to topographical engineers July 24, 1862; to engineers Mareh 3, 
1863; captain July 3, 1863; brevet major for service in .\tlanta campaign: 
brevet heutenant-colonel for conduct in battles before Nashville: major of 
engineers in 1869, and successively heutenant-colonel and colonel; superin- 
tended Tennessee river improvement at Muscle Shoals; performed other 
engineer services, and in I9QO1 was retired as brigadier-general. Now living 
at New London, Connecticut. 

NEHEMIAH Bartow, son of Jolin Barlow and Sarah Wlutneyv, was born 
December 23, 1781, at Ridgefield, Connecticut: married at Windham, New 
York. in August, 1810, Orinda, daughter of Perez Steele and Llannah Sim- 
mons: came about 1839 from Perry, New York, to Delavan; died in Darien, 
in October, 1846. Mrs. Barlow was born at Tolland, Connecticut, April 4. 
1792: died January 25, 1876. Their eleven children were: 1.—lHannah 
Summons (1811-1907), wife of William Harrison Petit. 2—John Whitney 
(1813-1838). 3.—Henry. 4.—Stephen Steele. 5—Mary, wife of Stephen 
P. Fuller. 6.—Sarah Anne. wife of Dr. Henderson Hunt. 7.—Ehza Jane 
(1826-1906), wife of Stephen S. Babeock. 8.—Wilham wAugustus (1829- 
19608), married Antis Almira Mallory, daughter of Samuel Mallory and Jane 
raneces Hart. 9.—Harriet, first wife of George Bulkley. 1to.—Emily Wright 
(born 1834), wife of Henry Pettit. 1:1.—John Whitney (born 1838). Lannah 
S.. William A., and Harriet lived at Elkhorn. Nearly all the others are found 
in the history of Delavan. Mrs. Orinda (Steele) Barlow's American an- 
Seelore che wecoree. Janes, kev Steplien”. Stepliei”, Perez’) Alt. Bar 
low’s ancestors came early to New England. 

SAMUEL \W. Bartow, whose grandparents are said to have come from 
England, was born in Niagara county, New York, January 28, 1802; married 
Almira, daughter of William Wright, was a carpenter, farmer, and \Wesleyan 
preacher; came to town of Delavan about 1860; died Mareh 24, 1889. His 
wife was born in 1807; died January 18. 1882. They had seven children, of 
whom Silas Van Ness Barlow, born January 9, 1835, married .\ntoinette, 
daughter of Stephen C. Goff and wife Matilda. 

STEPHEN STEELE BarLow, son of Nehennah and Orinda, was born Aug- 
ust 17, 1818; came to the village of Delavan and was admitted to practice in 
the territorial courts. [fe married October 4, 1843, Anna Marta, daughter 
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of Janes Parsons and Olive Beach. He was a member of the county board 
in 1851; elected assemblyman in the same year over Perry G. Harrington; 
moved to Dellona, Sauk county, about 1855; was chosen presidential elector 
at large in 1868; state senator 1868-9; elected attorney-general in 1869 and 
1871; died at St. Paul, October 5, 1900. 

Joun Barr was son of Allen Barr, who died at Paisley in 1828. John 
was born in Renfrewshire in 1792. He married Barbara Black (born m 1789 
at St. Andrews). He was bred a shawl-weaver, and on his father’s death 
he came to New York (city). In 1833 he went to Taunton, Massachusetts, 
and to Fall River in 1840. In 1848 he came to a farm in Linn. He died in 
1860 and his wife died in 1873. They had eight children. One of these, 
George W. Barr, was for several years chairman of the county board, 

WILLIAM AYRES BARTLETT, son of Joshua Bartlett and Irs. Martha 
(Martin) Phoenix, and half-brother of Henry and Samuel F. Phoenix, was 
born later than 1800. He married Mary Ann, daughter of Ichabod Brainard 
and Mary Cleveland, and sister of Cyrus Brainard. She was born about 1804 
and died May 29, 1857. Mr. Bartlett was a member for Walworth of the 
territorial legislature of 1843-4. He seems to have moved from Delavan after 
1857. 

RicHARD BAXTER Bates, son of Joseph and I[tsther, was born at West 
Troy, New York, August 17, 1843; came before 1860 with his parents to 
Darien; married September 29, 1864, Clara .\., daughter of Leander Dodge 
and |larriet Carter: lived at Delavan and later at Racine; was national bank 
examiner 1893-8; died at Milwaukee, May 18, Igro. 

ADELAIDE CowLes BEARDSLEY, elder of two daughters of Bennett Beards- 
ley and first wife, Alrs. Susannah (Johnson), widow of Jetur Gardiner. was 
born at Walton, Delaware county, New York, June 1, 1815; was baptized in 
childhood at the Episcopal chureh of Walton, and in due time truly confirmed, 
“for her faith never wavered nor were good works once forgotten or neg- 
lected.” ‘The sisters came to Elkhorn in 1843, where she called the children 
together for non-sectarian primary instruction in Christian doctrine and prac- 
tice. She also taught in the earher common school. Every bishop of her 
thocese, from Kemper to Webb, knew and esteemed her. “She was capable, 
clear-seeing, justly judging, resolute, and enduring; and she was always sunny, 
kind, sympathetic, helpful, modest, self-effacing, womanly—a somewhat re- 
markably endowed person.” She died at Elkhorn, June ro, 1907. Her full- 
sister, Mary Martha, was wife of Col. edward Elderkin. 

Netson Beekwirrit (Reuben.” Asa.’ Josephs Nathaniel? Nlatthewe 
born in town of Western, Oneida county, New York; married [Elinor W., Keyes 
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(a native of Nova Scotia) ; lived at East Troy some years each way from 1860; 
removed to Oceana county, Michigan, and died. His son Alanson married 
first, Caroline Waters, of East Troy, January 30, 1860; second, Miss Quacken- 
bush; now lives in Oceana county. Seth Beckwith, not nearly related to any 
namesakes in the county, caine to East Troy with wife Elizabeth in 1839, and 
in 1842 sold his land, in section 12, to Abel Sperry. Ile may have gone to 
Omro. | 

WarrEN BECKWITH, son of Silas Beckwith and Polly Green, and grand- 
son of Silas Beckwith and Esther Fales, of Charlemont, Massachusetts, was 
born in Westmoreland, Oneida county, New York, August 13, 1827; came 
about 1549 to Geneva, section 3; was teacher, farmer, surveyor, civil engineer 
and town and village magistrate. He married, first, Hannah Vincent: second, 
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Prouty: and died at Lake Geneva, .\ugust 30, 1904. A 
brother, Luther (wife Betsey Clute), lived for some years in the county, and 
moved to Mauston. There is no reason to doubt the descent of these men 
fro Matthew, of Hartford, New London, and Lyme. though names in four 
generations are wanting. 

NATHANIEL BELL, son of James Bell and Isabel Harkness, was born at 
Truxton, New York, February 22, 1800; married, before 1830, Sarah Leon- 
ard. daughter of John Cook and Dorcas Case. She was born in r8ro and 
died January 31, 1847. Major Bell came to section 25, Lafayette; in 1839 
was chairman of the first board of county commissioners, and was five times a 
inember ot the county board of supervisors. He was the last territorial 
sheriff, 1845-8. It is not known whence he derived his military title, but he 
may have been a drum-major, if not a major of New York militia. He, with 
Riley Harrington and Lot Mayo, with or without General Walling, usually 
made martial music ov patriotic or Democratic oceasions. John Bell, his 
brother, was assemblyman in 1853. His sister, Mary Ann, was wife of Dr. 
Jesse C. Mills. 

WILLIAM Berry was born at Salem, Massachusetts, December 20, 1780; 
married April 3, 1798, Naney Mellen, of Pelham: moved to Madison county, 
New York, and thence to Cortland county, where he held for a terin a nominal 
judgeship of the court of common pleas. (I*rom 1823 to 1847 each county 
of New York having forty thousand inhabitants had such a court, composed 
ot a first judge. who was presuinably competent, and four associate judges, 
1 common speech called “side judges.” The first judge and at least two of 
the associates made a quorum; but the latter usually had no voice in the court's 
rulings and decisions. Some amusing incidents are told of these court orna- 
ments.) In 1843 Judge Berry came to Noney Creek, and in 1846 was men- 
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ber of the first constitutional convention.—-the oldest member of that body. 
Because of his delayed attendance he tnissed assignment to a committee. He 
died late in 1848. Mellen Berry. his son, died July 5, 1859. He had also a 
daughter, Sally Ann. 

SetH Al. BILLincs was born at Rutland, Vermont, in 1814; married Lena 
Markle February 16, 1855: caine to Whitewater in 1839: chosen sheriff in 
1860; enrolled the men of the county Hable to military service, in 1863; died 
at Whitewater, January 18, 1880. A danghter, Mary E.. was wife of Charles 
Morris Blackman: a son, Henry M., married Emma Pamela, daughter of 
Colonel Elderkin. Sheriff Billings, though not above medium height and 
build, was resolute in performance of official duty. He was an upright and 
intelligent citizen. 

Wi_utiam Birce was eldest of thirteen children. If one of these was 
George Richmond Birge, son of [elyjah Birge and Mary Richmond, who also 
was an early resident at Whitewater, their ancestors were Richard’ (of Dor- 
chester in 1630) and wife Elizabeth Gaylord, Daniel? *, Jonathan’, Hosea’, 
Witham was horn at Hartford, Connecticut, November 18, 1813; came to 
Jackson, Michigan, from Ithaca, New York, m 1834: with brothers Henry 
and Leander to Milwaukee and thence to Cold Spring and Whitewater in 1837. 
Hlenry’s stay was short, but William and Leander stayed to binld a city. Will- 
lam married January g, 1839, Mary Alvina Nobles, whose father was in busi- 
ness at Alilwankee. Their son, Julins C., was born November 18, 1839. the 
first native of Whitewater. Mr. Birge’s business activity at Whitewater was 
an important part of the history of that rising village. Tle died May 22. 
1860. Mrs. Birge was born in 1808 and died March 9, 1892. 

Matruew P. Bisnor, son of Ira Bishop and Sarah Patrick, born at West 
Windsor, Vermont, gust 15, 1822; came be way of western New York to 
Eagle in 1845; married, first, Roxana Alvord November 14, 1848; bought a 
farm in Lagrange in 1865; his wife died in the same year; married second, his 
sister-in-law, Mary [€. Alvord, in 1873; he died at home, January 1, 1883. 
He was six times a member of the county board—twice its chairman, and in 
other ways useful in lis town. A son, Charles A. Bishop, became a supreme 
court judge in towa. 

Cranes Morris BLACKMAN, son of Alva Blackman and .\lmira Briggs. 
was born at Bridgewater, Oneida county, New York, October 10, 1833: came 
to Stonghton in 1847 and in 1856 engaged in business. In 1863 he caine to 
\Vhitewater as cashier of the First National Bank, of which he was from 1873 
until his death, April tg, tore, president. He was also a trustee of the White 
Memorial Library bequest. Fle married August 13, 1860, Mary E., daughter 
of Seth M1. Billings and Lena Markle. 
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Dr. OrrIN WILLARD BLANCHARD, a son of Deacon Willard Blanchard 
and Sarah Platt. was born at Clarendon, Rutland county, Vermont, October 
22, 1808, and was academically educated at Auburn, New York. He studied 
medicine, attended lectures at Castleton, Vermont, and about 1828 was ad- 
mitted to practice. (But this date may be suspected of error.) He came to 
Racine in 1842 and to Delavan in 1847. From 1851 to 1854 he was assistant- 
surgeon of the regular army at a post in New Mexico. and then returned to 
Delavan. He served as surgeon of the Fortieth Infantry in 1864, and as 
surgeon of the Forty-ninth in 1865—both regunents of Wisconsin. He 
reached and held a high place in his profession. Flts death was March 25, 
18798 His wife, Nancy l*ester, was born January, 1811; was married at 
arcadia, New york, Wirch 27, veei: died at Delavan, January 9, 1910, 
within a very few days ot her ninety-ninth full year. Of their three sons, 
Charles Carroll studied and practiced in his father’s profession. He had 
served a half year as private of Company D, Twenty-second Infantry, and 
under his father as hospital steward of Fortieth and Forty-minth Intantry. 
Two other sons of Deacon Willard and Sarah were also physicians. Dr. 
Caleb Sly Blanchard was born at Victory, Cavuga county, New York, Alay 8, 
1818. He practiced for many years at East Troy. He was a member of the 
Assembly of 1880, having been elected over John Matheson (then a Democrat) 
and Daniel Kinney Sanford, Greenbacker. Dr. Phny Willard Blanchard 
passed over the state line to Rockford, or m that vicinity. There was sume 
maternal cousinship of the Drs. Blanchard with Stephen S. Babcock and Ins 
brothers, as indicated by names. 

JosEPH Bowker, son of Silas, was born at Locke, Cayuga county, New 
York, October y, 1797; married Jéhza Maynard, Octuber 19, 1817: came to 
Geneva in 1844 and soon after to Delavan, where he went mito retail business. 
He was a member of the first constitutional convention. Ile died at Delavan, 
March 26, 1856. He left a son, Silas W. Bowker, who was for some years m 
retail trade as inember of the firm of Bowker & Staley. 

Joux Wittiam Boyp, son of John Logan Boyd and [teeta Bacon, was 
born at Solon, New York, September 15, 18:1; was academically educated ; 
married Ehzabeth Lee. who died within a year: married Noveniber ro, 1842, 
Wealthy .\., daughter of Gen. Sanmel G. Hathaway, at Solon; came in 1844 
to Linn and bought a large farm: was one of Governor Dodge's major-gen- 
erals; in first constitutional convention was of the comnuttee on state exccu- 
tive; in 1848 was first state senator for Walworth, and served again, 1858-9, 
having been elected over erry G. [farrington: married third wife, September 
9, 1858, Mrs. Versis Annette, widow of Abram Mudge, daughter of Tra Buell 
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(second wife had died June 14, 1855); in 1874 was chairman of the county 
board of supervisors; between 1860 and 1876 served the Madison Mutual 
Insurance Company as director and part of that time as president: died Janu- 
ary 28, 1892. Mrs. Persis A. Boyd died June 27, 1906. General Boyd left 
six daughters. He had at times hoped to be his party's nominee for repre- 
sentative in Congress, but the other counties of the district willed it otherwise. 

Henry Brapitey (Daniel Edwin®, Ezekiel*, James’, Daniel®, Francis 
Jr.!) was son of Daniel E. Bradley and Betsey Sturges, born at Sidney, Dela- 
ware county, New York, in the valley of Ooleout creek, an affluent of the Sus- 
quehanna, December 26, 1823: came with parents in 1837 to section 7 Geneva 
(near Elkhorn), married, April 17, 1847, Naney Jane Mallory (Samuel®, 
David? *, Benjamin’, Joseph?, Peter’), whose mother was Jane Frances Hart. 
He went overland to California with his wife in 1852, and alone in 1859. In 
1861 he succeeded Lot Mayo as postmaster at Elkhorn, retiring in 1886, and 
returning in 1890 for four more years. He was for many years a village 
officer, and member of the school board.—always for the good of the village 
and its schools. He died at home August 17. 1909. He was not a money 
maker, but he owned a substantial house, with valuable lot, and a three-story 
brick store in Walworth street. He loved justice and square dealing, and had 
courage to speak truth though it might lay himself in the wrong. He was an 
early and serviceable friend of the free library. to which he contributed fifty 
volinmes. 

WILLIAM WALLACE BrapLey, son of Dr. Enos Bradley and Ada Hovt, 
of Groton, New York, was born May 20, 1826; came about 1846 from Darien. 
New York, to Kenosha and thence in 1848 to Delavan, where he was the first 
dealer in mens ready-made clothing. His business expanded and he became 
one of the best known drygoods dealers of the county. He drew trade from 
afar, and he left lis name to the knitting works now owned mostly by his 
heirs. I]e anarried July 23, 1850, Cynthia, daughter of Peter Millspaugh 
Keeler and Prudence Sturtevant. She died December 31, 1853. He married 
April 21, 1855, festher, daughter of Elisha Larnard and Naney T. Wilson. 
Ie left two daughters: Alice (Sirs. Wailham Fl. Tyrrell) and Evan 
John J. Phoenix). 

ABEL BrRiGHAM, son of Joel® Brigham and Elizabeth Brown, had earlier 
ancestors, Thomas and Merey (Hurd) of Watertown in 1635, John? 3, Sam- 
uel’, Joel’. Abel was born at Sudbury, Massachusetts, January 11, 1814; 
died at Troy, February 14, 1884. His wife. Emeline, daughter of George and 
Susan Uibbard, was born at North Hadley, August 23, 1824: died at Troy 
June 2, 1902. Their children were: Maria, Pruman Elbridge (married Har- 
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riet Newell [Libbard), Emma Salina (Mrs. James Hooper), Emerson Abel 
(married Rose Meacham), Susan Emeline (Mrs. Emery T. Atkins), Clara 
emi ols. Charles Pinch). Allen C., Frank NI. 

Rev. George F. Brigham, of Sharon, is also a descendant of Thomas 
and Mercy, in a differing line. 

Martin H. BriGHAM, son of Jabez and Elizabeth, earlier ancestors un- 
known, was born at Perry, New York, August 29. 1821: came to East Del- 
avan in 1842; married Elizabeth Richardson, May 7, 1847; died October 25, 
189.4. 

Joun Bruce was born in 1788; came from western New York in 1837 
to section 22, Darien, and also bought land in section 27, where he built a 
house which was temporarily an inn and also a postoffice. Tle built a grain- 
house at the station in 1858, and also added a few lots to the village plat as it 
was laid’out in 1856. This addition lics between Beloit street and the rail- 
way. and at the west end of the village. His first wife was Fear H. (1776- 
1832); second wife was named Cornelia (1822-1870). He died April 17, 
1870, having outlived his wife by five weeks. His son James R. Bruce built 
the first hotel in 1843 and died July 23. 1845, aged thirty-one years. His sister 
Lydia was wife of Cyrus Lippitt, and his sister Susan was Mrs. William 
itelssaiss 

FRANCIS .\. BUCKBEE ( Jesse’, Russell®, Elijah’, John') was son of Jesse 
Buckbee and Mary, daughter of John Secor. He was born in the town of 
Chili, Monroe county, New York, June 18, 1828: went in 1845 to Rockford. 
After some experience as farmer, retailer and produce-buver he came in 1&63 
to a farm in Lyons. He married, February 18, 1863, \bbie Jane. daughter 
of Salmon Hubbard and .\bbie Jane Sears, and adopted daughter of Dr. .\lex- 
ander S. Palmer. He was member of Assembly in 1867, elected over Charles 
Wales, and in 1874, elected over Ethan B. Farnum. fle served several terms 
as justice of the peace at Lake Geneva. He died May 24, 1907. Mr. Buck- 
bee was a fine looking man of very pleasing address and intelligent conversa- 
tion, and a nearly perfect Masonic workman in lodge and chapter. 

Josepu SipNey BuELt was eldest clild of Ira Buell and Chloe Iloleomb. 
His father’s ancestors were William’, Samuel? %, Joseph’, Thomas’. — Ira’s 
Oiner children meere Harriet A. (hrs. George -\llen), Persis &. (Mrs. John 
We tovd)yamnallace J., William Ira, Henry C.. Charles ltdwin. J. Siduex 
Buell was born at Plymouth, New York, March 7, 181g: married Mary L., 
daughter of Rufus Maynard and Chloe Wheat, September 7, 1847; she died 
April 24, 1855; he married June 13, 1856, Marie Antoinette, daughter of 
Abner Holcomb and Susan Hubbard. Ilis father and all or most of the fam- 
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ily came in 1849 to Linn, where they bought an almost lordly domain on and 
near Bloom Prairie. He died at Lake Geneva in December, 1895. Of his 
children, Ira M. has gained some distinction as a geologist. J. Sidney Buell 
was a capable farmer, an intelligent and excellent citizen, and was one of a 
notable group of men who were faithful working members of the County 
Agricultural Society. 

ALEXANDER FRANCIS BUNKER was a son of Francis and Eunice, and 
grandson of Shubael and Lydia. Francis was born at Nantucket, July 30, 
1758. and Eunice was born January 19, 1759. They were married in Dutchess 
county, New York, April 22, 1779. Their children were Susannah, Eliza- 
beth, Mary, Robert, Alexander F., Shubael, Gorham. The last three, with 
Simeon, son of Robert, came early to the Troys. .\Jexander Fr. Bunker was 
born in Columbia county, October 28, 1793; married Sarah Meade, December 
22, 1814; died at his home in Troy, .\pril 10, 1872. Sarah was born in 1791; 
died March 25, 1871. Their children were Samantha, Nathaniel M., Mary, 
Richard M. (married Jane Chapinan), Phoebe S. (Mrs. Charles D. Baldwin), 
Hlannah (Alrs. George \Worth) Louise MM]. (Afrs. Charles B. Ackley), Ann E. 
(A{rs. John G. Watrous), Sarah Y. and Helen AM. (in suecession Mrs. Colla- 
more Severance). 

GoRUAM BUNKER, son of Francis and Eunice, was born in Columbia 
county, New York, April 4, 1798, and died September 20, 1874. He was a 
farmer and a blacksmith. Rachel, his wife, was a daughter of Mrs. Cynthia 
Russell. She was born June 13, 1800, and died November 28, 1869, at East 
Troy. Their children were, as far as here knowmetGeorce, Cleury time 
Clarissa. 

NATHANIEL Alkane Bunker, son of Alexander Franets and Sarah 
Meade, was born at Milan, Dutchess county, New York, August 31, 1817; mar- 
ried, first. Vhoebe FE, Prescott in 1$40; she died mm 9ss53: 111 1854 he manimea 
Phoebe Stratton. Coffin and eame the next year to seetion 10 of Troy. In 1871 
he was defeated by Judge White at the election for member of Assembly, and im 
1875 he defeated Henry Oreb Montague for the same post of honor. In that 
vear he went mto warehouse business at Troy Center with Capt. Lindsey J. 
Suuth as partner. Tle died Mareh 25, 1889. Lis eluldren were Nathaniel, Net- 
ue, Sarah (Afrs, Charles 2. Babeoek), Carrie, Ward Smith, and George 
Worth, AlvsoiSstunkeris ver livinesat roy Gent 

SHUBAEL BUNKER, son of Francis and Eunice, was bern in Columbia 
county, January 4, 0896; married ldith Russell, his sister-in-law ; died Sep- 
tember «7, t858& “Urew children w@re Chiarless ohn hussein 
Shubacl Cynthia (Airs. EioC. Mianeer), Eliza Se lteee alii BIC eters 


MXSLWORTH COUNTY. WISCONSIN. 497 


SOLOMON CHAMPLIN Burpick (1812-1891) and wife Martha M. Cran- 
dall (born 1812), came in 1845 to section 10, Lyons; then to section 29, Linn. 
He died at Lake Geneva. He was son of Peleg C. and Olive Burdick, who 
also came to the county. One of his sons, Charles Herbert (1820-1903), was a 
soldier, editor and poet, whose second wife was Almina Maria, daughter of 
Kiah Bailey and Enuly Ward. A grandson, Hugh Abram Burdick, was district- 
attorney. 

Wititiam Burait, son of Jacob Burgit and Mary Gardner, was born at 
Richford, Tioga county, New York, December 6, 1818. He came with his 
parents in 1837 to sections 29, 30, East Troy. The claim included a good 
water power, near the village site. His father, a prosperous and respected 
citizen, was born in 1796; died March 21, 1870. His mother was born in 
1790; died June 4, 1858. William Burgit married Maria Jane, daughter of 
James Burleigh and Dorcas V. Carr, January 14, 1862. Their child, Edith 
F., 1s wife of Hubert Stephen Bovee. Mr. Burgit died September 23, 1892. 
Mrs. Burgit was born September 17, 1833; died January 21, tg11. Mr. 
Burgit served eleven terms as member of the county board. In 1860 he con- 
tested with Judge Spooner the nomination for assemblyman and, losing, ran 
independently, only to lose again. In 1870 he was elected to the Assembly 
over James D. Merrill and in 1874 over Perry G. Harrington. 

ZENAS BAKER Burk, grandson of Wuilham and son of David Burk and 
Mary, daughter of Andrew Springer and Desire Baker, was born at Moscow. 
Maine, December 9, 1814; came in 1842 to section 10 of Lyons: married, June 
23, 1844. Mary W., daughter of Amos Caltoon and Mary Willams, of North 
Geneva. He had two sons and three daughters. Of the latter Flora M. 
(Mrs. Charles D. Winsor) lives at Lyons. Mr. Burk was town clerk twenty- 
two years, on county board six years, justice of the peace thirty-five years, Ife 
was also a trustee of the Methodist church. In all his life his fellow citizens 
had but to think and act on the right side to find Squire Burk already with 
them. 

Davip Warp Carey, son of Amos [. Carey, a soldier of 1812-15, was 
born in Columbia county. New York, November 26, 1808. Fle married Jane 
E. Rann, and in 1844 came to Bloomfield. He was for some years tn business 
at the Junction, and once had for his partner Wilham Youlen, a bright voung 
man whose record-book, as town clerk in 1850, was kept adnurably. Mr. 
Carey’s abilities were practical rather than showy and were useful to himself 
and his community. Of his six children, Julian Marcellus was a soldier in 
active service, and has since served his town in various ways. The father 
died December 1, 1880. Mrs. Carey was born at New York, May 17, 1817, 
and died March 12, 1855. 
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NATIIANIEL HENRY CarsweE Lu, son of Nathaniel and a daughter of John 
Armstrong, of Revolutionary service, was born at [febron, New York, Novei- 
ber, 1815; married Harriet Louisa, daughter of Joseph Gills Taylor and Jane 
Todd, January 7, 1841: came to Yorkville, Racine county, in 1843; to Spring 
Prairie in 1853 and in same year to Elkhorn, where he owned a blacksmith 
shop. Xtrs. Carswell died March 24, 1868. At her fnneral” The Sieamains 
and By,” then but newly composed, was sung publicly for the first time. Mr. 
Carswell was a close friend of Prof. Webster, and, having been himself a 
singer, he as well as Mr. Pip might have been called the “Harmonious Black- 
smith.’ He died November 11, 1874. Of three sons, one is hiving: Orland, 
Nathaniel and Charles. 

OranGe® Carter (Ebenezer?, Thomas? ?, Rev. Thomas’) was son ot 
Lieut. Ebenezer Carter and Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel and Rebecca Buell. 
He was born December 21. 1774, probably at Warren, Connecticut. He mar- 
ried in 1797 Elizabeth Rumsey, at St. Albans, Vermont. She was born at 
Danbury, Connecticut, July 20, 1777; died at Darien, January 11, 1847. He 
came from Darien, New York, to Darien, Wisconsin, where he died September 
9, 1855. Ten of his eleven children, or most of these, came early, already or 
soon thereafter so intermarried with several pioneer families of Darien as to 
make the Carter family record of unusual genealogical interest. These chi- 
dren, born between 1798 and 1818, were: 1. Ann (Mrs. John Williams, Jr.) ; 
2. Orra (Mrs. Price Matteson) ; 3. Daniel married Maria Matteson; 4. Sabra 
(Mrs Zebulon T. Lee); 5. Flarriet (its) Leander Dodve) ; Acklew aimed 
Melissa Tlough; 7. Lucy (Mrs. .\sa Foster); 8 Wilham Thurston married 
Adeline M. Seaver; gy. Orange Walker married twice; 10. Betsey lrena (Alrs. 
John L. Ward). It is not known that Dantel Carter came westward, 

ACKLEY CARTER was born April 16, 1808. (His grandmother's second 
husband, Maj. Benjamin Ackley, of Castleton, Vermont, was his namesake. ) 
He married Melissa Hough; a son, Edwin Buck Carter, married Sarah Maria, 
daughter of Jonathan Hastings and Almira Slocum. Ackley Carter died 
April 3, 1893. 

ORANGE WALKER CARTER, born September 10, 1815, at Darien, New 
York. and caine to this county in 1838. (Fis father and Willian Ts Carter 
his brother, bought government land in section 21.) His first wife, Elvira 
(1815-1880) was daughter of Samuel Alatteson, Jr.. and Electa Mead. His 
second wife, Harriet (1827-1899), was daughter of James G. Tiffany and 
Martha, daughter of Samuel Matteson, Sr., and was widow of Manuel Taft. 
James, son of Orange \W. and Elvira, married Nellte, daughter of William 
llollister and Sarah Al. Van wAernam. Lewis, another son, married Bettie 
C., daughter of David Williams and .\delia Phelps. 
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CHRISTOPHER Pace FARLEY CHaArin, son of Samuel and Elizabeth, was 
born at Weston, Vermont, April 9, 181g: came with his mother and brothers 
samuel and Wilder C. Chafin to East Troy in 1837: married Parthenia, 
daughter ot Gaylord Graves, September 26, 1849. (His brother, Wilder C., 
had married Amelia Graves, January 29, 1845.) Mrs. Chafin was born at 
Bove, ot ban ieice county, New ) ork, September 23, 1826: died at Sugar 
Cieekemay 20, 1900. Myr, Chafin died at East Troy August 25, 1803. 

WittramM DeEensmore CitapiIn (Jolin’, Jacob?. John’), son of John 
Chapin and Clarissa Patterson, was born at Heath, Massachusetts, .\pril 28, 
1814. He came to Bloomfield i 1837, and the next year he with his parents 
and his brother, Jonathan Patterson Chapin, bought land in sections 5, 6, 22, 
of that town. His father was born March, 1790, and died December 29, 1865: 
his mother was born in 1794 and died April 22, 1873. He married Septeim- 
ber 29, 1847, Loretta, daughter of David Walker Hyde and Dorothy Church. 
She was born in Bennington county, in 1824; came with her parents to Linn 
in 1846; died August 26, 1894. Mr. Chapin served eight times on the county 
board and in 1856 as assemblviman, having been elected over Dr. Ezra <A. 
Mulford. He died April 20, 1904. Huis second wite, Lucina Hotchkiss. died 
November 18, 1905. 

Siras BARNUM CHATFIELD, son of Levi Chatfield, Jr., was a cousin of 
that Levi Starr Chatfield who, for a term of office between 1845 and 1851 
was state treasurer of New York, and for whom a Minnesota county was 
named. Silas was born in Connecticut, October 21, 1822: lived as a hoy in 
Chenango and Madison counties; came to Troy from Ohio in 1846; married 
Mary E. Holcomb, December 22, 1849. She died December 31, 1854, leaving 
two children. In 1857 he marricd Catharine L. G., daughter of Jacob Kling 
and Dorothy Gasper. There were seven children of this marriage. He died 
February 8, 1908. Mrs. Chatfield was for nearly thirty years a contributor of 
“items” to the newspaper at Elkhorn, relating to the farmbies within the Adams 
post office delivery. 

AuGustus JACKMAN CHENEY, son of Moody Cheney and Susan Bur- 
bank, daughter of Paul Jackman, was born at Byfield, Massachusetts, March 
1, 1837; was graduated from Dartmouth College in 1857; came to Racine in 
1858 and the next year to Delavan as principal of the high sehool. In 1862 
he was chosen county superintendent of schools,—the first to hold that office, 
for Walworth county, and was re-elected in 1864. In May, 1864, he raised 
a company of which he was captain—Company I’, lortieth Infantry, for one 
hundred days’ service. On his return he raised Company Kk, Forty-ninth 
Infantry, for one year's service, and was successively captain and major. 
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While in this later service he was detailed for various duties requiring tech- 
nical knowledge and sound judgment. These military services took him away 
from his duties as a school officer, and his second term was served by Osmore 
R. Smith. He was among the earlier members of the State Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, and one of the most intelligent and active among them. He was western 
manager for various school-book publishers, among them G. & C. Merriam. 
He made his home, several years ago, at Oak Park, Ilinois, but his business 
was largely in Wisconsin, and there wtre few great soldier-meetings in this 
county or state that he failed to attend. To the end of his life he seemed to 
his old friends of the sixties as still one of “Old Walworth”; while between 
him and such of his pupils as had obeyed him as captain the bond was two- 
fold and not to be broken. He died at Oak Park, February 27, 1907. He 
had married at Racine, August 5, 1862, Sybil! Ann, daughter of Duncan Sin- 
clair and Lucretia Ashley, who, with an adopted son, lives (1911) at Oak Park. 
Major Cheney's ancestors were John’, Peter?, John®, Edmund‘, Moses®, Jona- 
than®, Mark’, Moody’. Rufus Ellis Cheney, of Whitewater, had only the 
first of these ancestors, and thus was the majors fourth-cousin twice removed. 

[EBENEZER CHESEBRO, Son of Christopher® (Elisha® *?, Samuel*, Will- 
iam') and Abigail Williams, was born June 27, 1784, at Stonington, Con- 
necticut; married Anna Griswold; moved to Berne, Albany county ; came early 
to Darien, with Christopher Columbus and Jabez Brooks Chesebro, his sons, 
where they bought land in sections 1, 11, 14, 15. 19. One of his children, 
Ariadne P., was born or becaine deaf. This misfortune gave him a quick- 
ened interest in mute-instruction, and for a few years his house became a 
schoolhouse for her and a few others like afflicted. As if for him it was a 
logical conclusion from his first step he moved effectively about the county and 
at Madison to secure a state school for the deaf at Delavan. Another daugh- 
ter, Mary Elizabeth (Mrs. Nelson Lee), made her name memorable by her 
service in federal nulitary hospitals. We died February 10, 1867. Mrs. 
Chesebro was born May 15, 1784: died September 18, 1866. Their children 
were [liza Ann (Mrs. John Martin), Jabez Brooks (married Mary Simpson) ; 
I<dwin I. married sisters, Jane and Clara Nessle; William D. (married Mary 
Jane Chase) ; Mary Elizabeth; Christopher Columbus (inarried Maria Tohn- 
som), Wickham Ebenezer (marred Almira J. and Charlotte E. Whiston) ; 
Washington (married Caroline A. Hastings); .\aron (married Lydia Gardi- 
ner); Abigail Tsabella: Samuel (married Adelia Ives): Ariadne P., born 1829 
and died April 26, 1858. 

James Cirep was son of Willian Child and Susan Deake. ITis colonial 
ancestors were Tephrann', Benjamin®, Eplirain? +, Tuerease®, Salmon® and 
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wife Olive Rose. Hon. Salon Child was a soldier of the Revolution, who 
was born at Woodstock, Connecticut, September 19, 1765, died January, 28, 
1856. William Child was born January 4, 1798: died April 24, 1865; Susan 
was born December 26, 1796; died April 17, 1865. James Child was born 
August 23, 1823, at Greenfield, Saratoga county ; died near East Troy, Novem- 
ber 24, 1901. He, with his parents and grandfather are buried at Hickory 
Grove, Spring Prairie. This family came to section 1 of Lafayette in 1847, 
from Gorham, New York. September 15th of that year James married 
Esther, daughter of Melzer Dinsmore. She was born March 4, 1827, and 
now lives at East Troy. In 1860 Mr. Child was a member of Assembly, 
chosen over Gregory Bentley. From 1877 he served twelve years as county 
surveyor, but derived small revenue from that office. He was well taught in 
geometry and trigonometry, and was skillful in the use of lis professional in- 
struments. Mr. and Mrs. Child were for long members of the Baptist church 
at Kast Troy. Outside of the church James Child was evenly just and kind, 
and was a man with whom to talk on matters in general was not a waste of 
his hearer’s time. Of eleven children four are living, one of whom is of his 
father’s profession. 

Cyrus Cuurcu, grandson of Uriah and son of Elijah Church and Violet 
Holcomb, was born in New Haven county, July 27, 1817; came with parents in 
1821 to Broome county, and in 1833 to Ohio; thence in 1838 to Walworth, 
where he built a frame house, the second in that town. He was among the 
foremost in organizing and developing schools, and had a good citizen's 
interest in all town and county affairs. Ile married [emeline Kussell, Decem- 
ber 17, 1843: she died June 25, 1854, leaving five children. He married, second, 
Mary, daughter of John Boorman (born at Maidstone, England, June 5, 
1828) ; had three children. He died January 7, 1899. 

AtvIn DEXTER CLAPP was son of James Clapp and Orilla, daughter of 
Nathaniel Field* (Zebulon?, Richard?, John’, of Providence) and wife Sarah 
Leonard. Mr. Clapp was born in 1814 at Taunton, Massachusetts; in 1840 
married Martha Dinsmore Viles, daughter of Joseph Viles and Eleanor flealtd ; 
came to section 9, Geneva, in 1847; died August 28, 1898. Mrs. Clapp was 
born in Maine in 1819; died November 18, 1896. [li (1843-1863), their only 
son, a promising young man, died in military service at Helena, Arkansas. 
Of their two daughters, Orilla is Mrs. Samuel Decatur, and Mareda 1s Mrs. 
Edward M. Waffle, of Elkhorn. 

Dr. Henry CLARK was born in the state of New York, July 10, 1793. 
He came in 1839 to section 16 of Walworth—quile oppurtunely, since he had 
there and then but one professional competitor. At the three sessions of the 
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last territorial council, 1847-8, he served as member for the county. His wife 
was Lorinda Coon and their children were twelve, a patriarchal number. Dr. 
Clark died April 16, 1853. Mrs. Clark was born March 16, 1814; died 
March 5, 1896. 

_ Dr. Josepu A. CLARKE was born at Stowe, Lamoille county, Vermont, 
September 23, 1813; came with his parents in 1831 to Townshend, Ohio; 
studied medicine at Bellevue, Huron county, Oluio; married Mary Jane Sted- 
man in 1840 and came to Whitewater. In 1845 becaine a partner of Dr. 
Willard Rice. He died in 1873. He was the “beloved physician” of early 
\Vhitewater, 

Kpwin DeELus Cor (Orris IX.‘, Seth®, i phramn®*,) |obi = sikeben— ews 
son of Orris Wirtland Coe and Paulina Stevens, daughter of Thomas Bushnell 
and Nancy Blood. He was born at Ixonia, Jefferson county, \Wisconsin, June 
11, 1840; married Emma Ellsworth, daughter of Joseph Spaulding, of Janes- 
ville, September 26, 1865; had five children. of whom Joseph Spaulding Coe 
died in 1896, in his twenty-third year. Mr. Coe was edueated at the Univer- 
sities at Beaver Dam and Madison; enlisted and served two years in Company 
A, First Wiseonsin Cavalry; studied law at Watertown and practiced at 
Janesville; gained newspaper experience at Watertown and Beloit; bought 
the /tegister at Whitewater 1n 1871; was elected to the Assembly in 1878 over 
Dauiel IX. Sanford, and to that of 1879 over George I]. Smith; was ehief clerk 
of the .\ssembly of 1882; defeated in 1890 for secretary of state; was post- 
master at Whitewater 189-1895; chairman of the Republican state central 
committee in 1896; and was Uuited States pension agent at Milwaukee under 
Presidents MeKinley and Roosevelt—eight or more years. The congressional 
district convention of 1886 was held at Elkhorn. The leading candidates 
were Lucien B. Caswell, with Jefferson and Rock at his back, and Henry A. 
Cooper, obstinately supported by Raeme and Kenosha. Nobody could win 
without Walworth, and her delegates offered successively Newton MM. Little- 
john, Thompson D. Weeks, and Edwin 1). Coe. The choice at last fell again 
upon Caswell. Afr. Coe died May 5, 1909. 

Orkin PLaren Cox, a third cousin of Edwin 1D. Coe, was thus descended: 
Robert’ *, John*, Ephrann®, \aron®, (thamar? Nlariin ©." [lis parenteewere 
Martin Oliver Coe (1780-1861) and Clara (17yo-1863), daughter of Timothy 
Hatch and .\bigail Porter, and a sister of Mins. Sophia S. Noves. Orringeigcoe 
was born Angust & 1816, and married Louisa Nowland, Fle came to Chieago in 
1836 and thence to Geneva with Ins mother’s sister's son, Charles A. Noves, 
and had some part with him in the negotiations for a share in the mill-site. 
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JOSEPH COLLIE, son of George Collie and Mary Ross, was born in 
Aberdeenshire, November 14, 1825. He was left fatherless in his boyhood, 
and in 1836 his mother came with her children to the neighborhood of Aurora, 
and a few years later to Plattville, Wisconsin. lle seemed a predestined 
student and teacher, and he continued his education from the common school 
to an academic course at Mineral Point, and thence to Beloit College, where 
he was graduated about 1851. He had worked his way to this end as many 
an American boy has done, and this under somewhat unusual difficulty, that 
of congenital lameness. In 1854 he was graduated trom Andover, and in 
1855 was ordained and installed in the Congregational church at Delavan, 
and continued in its pastorate through his active hfe. He married November 4, 
1856, .\nn Eliza, daughter of Rev. Lucius Foote. He died July 8, :go4. For 
many years he owned a bit of land at the entrance of Williams Bay, un the 
north shore of Geneva Lake, with a landing place for steamers,—likely to be 
known long hence as long heretofore to local geographers as Camp Collie. 

NicuoLas Spencer Comstock, son of Aaron (1769-1843) and wile 
Patience, daughter of Nicholas Spencer, was born at West Greenwich, Rhode 
Island, November 5, 1802; married, first, Mavilla Evans; second, Catharine 
Mulks (1822-1879). Ue came to Darien in 1837 and bought government 
land in sections 7, y. In 1845 he, with Salmon Thomas, were chosen town as- 
sessors. He died at Darien, October 3, 1860. 

Davip Coon was born in Rhode Island, March 16, 1785; lived in Madi- 
son and Jefferson counties, New York; in 1852 followed his sons to the town 
of Walworth; died June g, 1858. Marv Bentley, his wife, was born June 5, 
1787; died September 25, 1870. Not enough has been gathered as yet from 
family records to determine all of their children or next nearer kindred. 
Gardner Coon (1808-1879) and wife Damaris (1808-1883) had children, 
William, Henry, Charlotte, Alzina. David Coon, Jr., (1810-1880) married 
Hannah M. (1818-1889), daughter of Stephen Clark and Judith Maxon; 
their children were Louisa and Lucy. Elisha Bentley Coon (1817-1901) and 
wife Louisa had daughters Catharine and Caroline. Ile had been a teacher 
in Ins wander-years, and among his pupils had been John Griffin Carlisle, of 
Xentueky. Charles Douse Coon (born 1825) and wife Cynthia N. Crandall 
(born 1826) had children Charles, Mary, William. Sone of these names 
and dates may be incomplete and inexact. They are shown by the census of 
1860. which also shows, in the same town, Dr. Nathan Coon (aged thirty- 
eight). wife Penna (aged thirty-seven), daughter Josephine (aged fourteen). 
Also, Orrin Coon (aged forty-eight), wife Mary (aged forty-seven), daugh- 
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ters Catharine (aged nineteen), Harriet (aged fifteen). George Coon (aged 
twenty) lived with William Clark. Besides these, Marshall Coon (1856-1908) 
married, first, Lucy Campbell; second, Luella Crandall. He left two sons. 

Hartow MERxILL Coon did not suppose himself related to David. He 
was son of Ezra Coon and Cyrena (or Serena) Burdick, and was born in 
Otsego county February 14, 1819. He came in 1843 to section 25, Walworth. 
For some years he was in retail business at the village and then returned to 
farm management. He died April 13, 1899. His wife, Harriet E. Crumb, 
was born March 3, 1823; died November 10, 1884. Children: Phoebe S. (once 
a teacher at the senunary), Eva H., Harlow Irving. 

GEORGE CoTTon, son of Nathaniel Cotton and Prudence Goodwin, was 
born at Claremont, Sullivan county, New Hampshire, January 5, 1815; edu- 
cated at the Hopkinton Academy and at the military school, Norwich, Ver- 
mont. After a few journeyings in the South and the West, he went home and 
married May 8, 1844, Al. Maroa Chillis, of Newport, New Hampsliure, and 
came in that year to a Darien farm. He was four times a member of the 
county board for that town, and was chairman of that body in 1852. The 
next year he ioved to Delavan village, where, in 1854, he became postmaster 
for a term of four years. His politics shut him from the larger places, but he 
was found useful in unpaid municipal stations, including presideney of the 
village. In 1878 he became president of the Citizens Bank. He died Decem- 
ber 8, 1886, and Mrs. Cotton's death followed quickly, Mareh 27, 1887. Mr. 
Cotton was short, stout, swarthy, keen-cyed, an excellent appraiser of property 
and of personal values, a shrewd investor of money, an easy-maunered netgh- 
bor, and a good citizen. He was an old-fashioned Demoerat, not subject to 
change with time or circumstance. 

Dyar LAMOoTTE Cowbrry was descended from Willian’, Nathaniel?, 
Sanuel®, Nathaniel, William? *, Lyman‘. The last-named, son of William 
and wife Rebecea [uller, was born in 1802 and died in 1881. He married in 
1825 Eliza, daughter of Robert Alexander and Catharine Campbell. He was 
admitted to law practice, served a term as county elerk, and a few months as 
county judge. The ehildren were Helen Mar (Alrs. Darius Coman), Sophia 
Anianda (AMlrs, Franeis .\. Utter), Dyar L., Lyman lemmet. Alrs. Cowdery 
was learned in all household wisdom and well experieneed in ways of neigh- 
borly goodness; wherefore the Judge was used to say that Dyvar was his 
mother’s hoy, and in this he judged mother and son truly and kindly. She was 
born in 1805 and died in 1870. 

Dyar was born at Areadia, New York, January 5, 1833. The family 
eame in 1846 from Wirtland, Ohio, to Elkhorn. The eommon sehool, the 
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printing offce, and a few years in California filled his time until 1859. He 
worked at the /ndependent office as foreman and at times as editor-substitute 
from that year till 1875, when he followed Mr. Dewing as county clerk and 
served until his death, May 10, 1900. He had married at Richmond, Ilinois, 
Lydia Malvina, daughter of Sylvanus Aldrich and Lydia Crandall, November 
24, 1864. Of their two children Edith Aldrich died in bright young woman- 
hood, and Kirke Lionel is a professor of the French language and literature at 
‘Oberlin. The county clerk's records show the minutely nice habits of niund 
and hand which had made Mr. Cowdery a skillful and tasteful printer. His 
thorough knowledge of the county's business made him for long an invaluable 
county-seat correspondent of the I] jitewuter Register, of whom Mr. Coe often 
spoke with his characteristically generous judgment. | 

Judge Cowdery’s brother, Dr. Warren A. Cowdery, married Patience 
Simonds, of Pawlet. Vermont. Of their children Martius Dyar Cowdery, 
long a resident of the town of Geneva, was born at LeRoy, New York, Octo- 
Bemeoet 10, atried, first, Caroline B. Craig; second, Vesta L. Lawrence. 
He died April 26, 18908. | 

Oliver Cowdery, one ot the prophet Joseph Smith's “witnesses, was 
another son of William Cowdery. After the prophet’s death he left the 
stricken church, and a few vears later died also. 

Pitt NoBLE CravaTu, only son of Prosper Cravath and Maria P. Noble, 
was born in town of Lima, Rock county, August 1, 1844; his parents moved 
the next year to Whitewater; he was graduated from the State University in 
63: served as private of Company D, Fortieth Wisconsin Infantry, in 64; 
was graduated from Albany law school in ‘65; married Marcia Dowd at 
Wankesha, October 20, 1867; went to Louisiana in 1868 and served two years 
as assistant secretary of state. Returning, after a short stay at Milwaukee, he 
went to Algona, Kossuth county, Iowa, where for five years he practiced law 
and editorship. In 1&79 he was again at Whitewater, and at once began to 
publish the Puddinystick—shortly renamed Chronicle. .\t first it was an 
organ of a loosely bound opposition to political and local policies supported by 
the Ieegister. In 1884 he supported Cleveland,—and, about this time, had Sam- 
uel Bishop as a law partner. He sold his paper a hittle later, and gave his time 
to law practice and to his duty as city surveyor. FHlis wife, who had been to 
him in some ways more than wives commonly are to husbands, died October 
20, 1898. He died November 28, 1898. Mr. Steele says of him: “Kind and 
genial in all his ways, he filled a peculiar niche in the affections of all who knew 
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PROSPER CRAVATH, eldest son, and one of sixteen children of Deacon 
Prosper Cravath and Miriam inney, was born at  Cortland- 
ville, New York, May 28, 180y; began study of law in 1829; married Maria 
Prudence, daughter of Solomon Noble, March 27, 1834. Ie caine in 1839 
from Lime Ridge, Huron county, Olio, to the north half of section 13, 
Lima,—about three miles from the site of Whitewater. The earhest settlers 
did not bound all their affairs strictly by county and town lines. hus it may 
have been that Mr. Cravath appeared at Squire Mead’s court in June, 1839, as 
counsel in the cause of William LBirge vs. Willard B. Johnson, an account for 
labor and goods and against it au account in offset; \Warner Earle for plaintiff, 
Cravath for defendant. I¢arle was out-generaled and lost. Thus began legal 
contention at Whitewater. In 1843 Mr. Cravath was admitted to practice in 
courts of Jetfersun county, and in 1845 removed to Wlutewater. Ile served 
town and village variously as clerk, supervisor, justice, and the village as 
postmaster. He was member of .\ssembly fur the first session, June, 1848. 
Ile was defeated for county judge in 1848 and for district attorney m 1850. 
Ile died May 20, 1886. Mrs. Cravath, born at Blandford, Hampden county, 
Massachusetts, August 20, 1813, died at Whitewater, February 11, 1890. 
Early Whitewater was in many neighborly ways indebted to this grand old 
couple, and these obligations are still willingly admutted. To Alr. Cravath 
more than to any of his neighbors the county, town, and city owe the gather- 
ing and preservation of most af the names, dates and facts relating to the set- 
tlement and development of the old town of [e}khorn, As not seldom happens, 
the listorian has told much less of himself than posterity would read with 
witerest and pleasure. He need not have told all, nor was there need to sup- 
press anything. 

RBoorn GBerrs Davis, son of Gershom Davis and Margaret Vorhees, was 
horn in 1810; perhaps in Delaware county, New York. [le came to a farm in 
Lyons about 1841. He lost both legs by freezing when hauling a load of flour 
to or from Fort Winnebago. In 1842 he came to [Ikhorn as register of deeds, 
and at the end of his term remained here till his death, february 20, 1880. He 
had inarried .\deline Irene, danghter of Joseph Barker, at bataviay” New 
York, October 24, 1833. Fler father was afterward one of the early settlers of 
Sugar Creek. Alr. Davis went into bnsiness as a dealer in dry goods and 
groceries, and until the crash of 1857 had a large and apparently profitable 
trade. Ile went under, as did all his neighbors, but started anew and struggled, 
with moderate success, Ul the cnd of living and striving. Tlis wife died at 
Chicago, September 2, 1892. One of Ius daughters, .\deline. was wife of 
Henry lish Spooner. The other, Frances Augusta. was wife of Dr. Lonis 
Joseph Words, of Burlington, 
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JoHN Porter Davis, grandson of John Davis, son of Veter Davis 
(1806-1861) and wite Rebecca J. Kingsnorth (1809-1892), was born at \Vood- 
church, Kent, England, July g, 1834, and caine tu America in 18 50, and lived 
at Deansvilie, Oneida county, New York. He married December 12, 1855, 
Mary, daughter of John Mack and Electa Truby, December 12, 1855, at 
Stockbridge, Madison county, where she was born March 6, 1837. in 1857 he 
came to Oakland, Wisconsin, and thence in 1870 to section 7 of Richmond. 
Mr. Hulce, a poor cummussioner, iduced him and his wife in 1882 to under- 
take the management of the county poor farm and the care of its inmates. 
Their administration, from which they retired in 1g01, earned fur them the 
fullest approval of the commissioners, the county supervisurs, and the com- 
munity,—and, though yet living, a place in the county history. Their children 
were: Emma Luella (Alrs. franklin Gage), Edgar Monroe (inarried Helen 
Gouodhue). John Irederick (died in his first year), Mabel Josephine (Mrs. 
Charies inne Dunlap). 

Joun \W. DENISON was son of John Denison, Jr., and Martha Coe. Ilis 
mother was daughter of Damel Coe and his wife Martha. ller grandparents 
were those of Edwin D. Coe’s father. Alr. Denison was born at Durham, 
Greene county, New York, April 6, 1819. Ilis parents moved about 1829 to 
the Genesee valley. He was bred to business at Spencerport, and from there 
came in 1847 to East Troy to establish the branch house of FE. 11. Ball & Co. 
He continued in the business of both eastern and western concerns until 1866, 
when he came to buy, with Leonard A. Tanner, the paper imill at Wlutewater. 
At Spencerport he had married Mary <A., daughter of Jultus A. Perkins, 
March 9, 1854. They had tour children. Alr. Denison served five terins as 
village member ot the county supervisors. He died September &, 1897. ]lis 
in(Negevasesuommanea7 76, 11 Connecticut; died September 15, 1853. His 
mother was born in 1781: died October 5, 1852. 

JuLivs Dertyick, son of Anamas Derthick and Tryphena Skinner, was 
born at Winchester, Connecticut, September 30, 1795: married Esther Mon- 
roe at Sharon, Connecticut. December 30, 1821. She was born at Cornwall, 
Connecticut, March 26, 1799, and died April 12, 1879. Their children were 
born in Connecticut, New Jersey and Ohno. In 1&s4 he bought a farm in 
Lafayette; served as supervisor in 1860, and died at home August 19, 1863. 
He had four daughters and two sons, one of whom was twice sheriff, the 
other a member of the Legislature. 

WALTER GrorGce Dertincn, son of Julius Derthick and Esther Monroe, 
was born at Shalersville, Portage county, Ohio, December &, 1839; came to 
Lafayette in 1854; married Mary. daughter of Nathaniel Bell and Sarah : 
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Cook, August 26, 1808. (After her mother’s early death Mrs. Derthick’s child- 
hood aud young womanhood were passed in the family of her uncle, Dr. 
Mills.) Mr. Derthick was active in town and county politics, and was somie- 
times chosen justice of the peace. In 1882 he was Assemblyman, elected over 
Edward D. Page. He died September 13, 1905. He was a prince among 
good fellows. .\ son, Julius Mills Derthick, was a soldier of the war of 1898. 
The only daughter, Helen Bell, is a teacher at Elkhorn. 

Ery Bruce Dewrine (Dexter®, Jeremiah®, Solomon*, Andrew**?*), 
seventh of eight children of Dexter Dewing and Deidamia Weaver, was born 
at I'rench Creek, Chautauqua county, New York, June 21, 1834. Hus parents 
caine to Elkhorn in 1843, where he finished his schooling. He learned printer's 
ways at Centerville, Michigan, and at White Pigeon. He married, August 15, 
1855, Elizabeth, daughter of George Dixon and Theresa Sowerby. Commer- 
cial pursuits, a few sinall investments in village real estate, sports of held and 
stream, and local polities occupied him until 1876, when ill health forced him 
to less strenuous hfe. In 1873 he began work as local contributor to the Lake 
Geneva Herald, but did not bind his pen to “rural scoops’; for 1t rambled in a 
way that delighted many readers and but mildly rasped a few. He wrote a few 
songs for his friend Webster's music—his pen-names, “Edwin Bruce,” “Luke 
Collins,” “Paul Vane.” Aimong these were “All Rights for All,” “Get 
Out of Mexico.” “Our Soldiers’ Welcome {lome,” “There's a Light in the 
Window for Mie. “The Past We Can Never Recall. The Spite gape 
Foot of the Fhil,” “Under the Beautiful Stars.” “To Little Hattie Marvey,”"— 
perhaps few or none of them) now in demand. Ile had served the village as 
supervisor, and was experienced in affairs of the county. In 1878 he was 
chosen assemblyman over Hollis Latham, the one man in the district whom a 
coalition of Democrats, Greenhackers and anti-Revnolds Republicans might 
hope to elect. In the contest at this session of Howe, Carpenter and Weves 
for a full term in the Federal Senate, Mr. Dewing voted for Horace Rublee. 
Lhis editorship, 1884-88, and service in the circuit clerk's office, T8809-94, have 
been told. In 1900 he became president of a new board of library directors, 
his last public service. While canvassing the county for his return to the 
clerkship of the circuit, a short, sharp ilness closed his useful and honorable 
life, August 7, 1902. It might be said of him that he touched nothing but to 
do it well, and often admirably. One of the most modest of men, few or none 
of his friends knew all his intellectual measure. 

Myron [pwin Dewing, sixth child of Dexter and Deidamia, was born 
at French Créck, Newt York, March 27, 1832) “At two vears old) fasane 
stumbled with hands reaching forward, and fallen into the embers of an out- 


WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 509 


door chip-fire, all his fingers were so burned as to maim him for life. When 
his forearms rolled outwardly the baby fingers were seen folded upon the 
palms, under a new covering skin. The more usual appearance was that of 
ainputation at the wrists, the effect of longer cuffs to shirt and coat. This 
nushap was of advantage to his brother, born a few weeks later; for the 
younger became to the elder a bodyguard in their childhood and a close com- 
panion tn study in their youth. Both were thus taken from the trowel and 
builder's scaffold for other usefulness. He qualified himself at common 
schools for teaching, and thus earned means for more liberal self-education. 
He was a fair Latinist, and between himself and Ely some graceful trausla- 
tions were made from such scraps of French and German literature as fell in 
their way. He made himself a good marksman, a bold and graceful horseman, 
and taught his stumps to move his pen freely and with clerkly neatness over 
papers and record books, He could deal skillfully from a pack of cards, open 
his mail and his pocket-book, and shift for himself in most ways. His tongue 
was witty, keen, caustic, and made for him friends and unharnung enemies. 
He was most annoyed by impertinent curiosity. In 1856 he was clected clerk 
of the county board over Charles Daniel Handy, and served till his death, 
March 26, 1874. He had lived with his parents until their death, and with Ely 
until his own. He lett to his brother and his sister, Miss Melvina, his small 
property interests and his library of one thousand volumes,—bought mostly by 
himself and well read by all three. In 1gor these heirs gave six hundred and 
fifty volumes to the new free library, still held together as the Dewing Col- 
lection, and these unusually well chosen books give some distinction to the 
whole array of shelving. 

jJoun DeWotr, son of John DeWolf and Eunice Ludington, was born 
at Franktort, New York, June 7, 1817: came from Otsego county in 1854 to 
Darien. where he bought two hundred or more acres of good farm land: 
served his town three terms as its member of the county supervisors: served 
the Baptist church at Delavan as deacon, and the Citizens Bank at that city as 
a stockholder; was chosen assemblyman for the session of 1860 over Robert 
k. Menzie: died September 7, 1895. His wife was Susan Femeline, daughter 
of Samuel Vinton and Lydia Merry. She was born in [Tlerkimer county, June 
7. 1817; married October 31. 1838: died September 7. 1893. Their children 
were Mvron (married Julia Gray), Rev. Delavan (married Minnie Churehill), 
Elizabeth (Mrs. George Fisk), Etta (Mrs. Charles T. Isham). Deacon 
DeWolf was an upright man. who prospered honorably. and whose advice in 
the general conduct of business was regarded as sound. 
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WitttamM DeEWO vr, son of Jabez and wife, Thankful Fairchild, was born 
at Gridgewater, New York, July 21, 1821; came to LaGrange in 1842 and 
bought a farm on Fleart Prairie; in November, 1845, lie aaitied nmice 
Lucena, daughter of Morris l*. Flawes and Sarah Lounsbury, of Richmond. 
In 1852 he became a partner with Lucius .\. Winchester in the business ot 
plow-making, and as hardware dealers. About 1878 he built and operated a 
null for making wire cloth. Ile was living in 1906. Mrs. DeWolf was born 
in 1824; died February 5, tg0y. Of their four clildren (in 1860) Nettie 
became Mrs. Henry Tl. MeGraw. and Mannering AL, became an officer of the 
Custer Rifles. 

NATHANIEL DickiNson, grandson of Nathamel and Theoda and son ot 
John and wife Eleanor Hicks, was born at Calais, Vermont, December 20. 
1810; became a jomer and building contractor; worked at Boston, and at 
Haverhill, New fflampshire; was member of a military company at Boston, and 
a captain of New Ilampshire militia; married at Hast Calais, January 267 1341, 
Phila, daughter of .Artemas Foster and Prisedlla Titus. (Her tather-ancestors 
were Rev. Thomas’, Thomas*, John, Clillingsworth*; Nathaniel’) thon. = 
Artemas’. ler mother-lne of Titus was Robert’, John?, Thomas? *, Mi- 
chacl*, Priscila®.) ta 1843 he came to Burlington village, was a supervisor tor 
four vears, member of county board two years, and justice two years. In 
1846 he was member of committee on boundaries and name of state in the 
first constitutional convention. Under Governor Dewey he was captain of 
Company G, lourth Wisconsin Militia. He came to Spring Praine in Tosa 
to Delavan in 1860, and to Elkhorn in 1863. Mrs. Dickinson was born at 
ast Calais, .\pril ty, 1815; died at Elkhorn ifareh 13. 1573. Mie ick 
son's death was March 14, 1883. They had five children. One of these, 
Kkansom Cass, was born at Burlington and died there. Ilis father’s military 
preceptor in Vermont was Col. Truman B. Ransom, who was killed at Cha- 
pultepee in conmand of the Ninth United States Infantry. Mr. Dickinson 
was all lis life of the unwavering Democratic old gnard, that could die but 
would join neither Freesoilers nor Greenbackers. l*or the rest, he had the 
usual quota of civic and domestic virtues, with the none too usual qualities of 
resoluteness in doing and in enduring, and that of unvarying temper that could 
not be upset by trifles nor could be tempted to hasty speech or action. 

Josie Doper, grandson of Nathaniel and Elizabeth Rumsey aud son of 
Josiah Dodge and Phoebe Wilson, was born in Seneca county, New York, in 
kro. eame to Genesee county me 1818; anarnied, first. Julia, daughter of Flugh 
Long, im i834; came to Darien in 1843; luis wife died in June, 1867: her 
children were Losette, Mary, [lugh, Phoebe, Julia, Delia M. He married, 
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second, Mrs. Susan (Champion), widow ot Charles Hastings, in 1872. [le 
died October 10, 1886. 

LEANDER Dopce, son of Josiah and Phoebe, was born at Romulus, New 
York, April 10, 1802; married Ilarriet, daughter of Orange Carter, November 
28, 1827; bought farm in section 28, Darien, in 1838; in 1866 moved to 
Lyons, where he died October 22, 1880. His children were Eugene, \Wilson 
Rumsey, Levant, Laura, Leroy, Amelia L., [lizabeth, Harriet, William. Wil- 
son R. Dodge married Susan F., daughter of Cyrus Lippit. Amelia L. was 
second wife of Hon. Joseph F. Lyon,—an admirable home-maker. 

CHRISTOPHER DOUGLASS Was twice descended from William and Ann, 
who came to Boston in 1640, and to New London about 1651. He was son ot 
Capt. Daniel? ( Robert’, Thoimas?, Robert”, William’), and Lydia® (Williant’, 
Richard*, Wilham*?!); that is, these were third-cousins. Christopher was 
born February 22, 1787, at New London, Connecticut ; married Phoebe Doug- 
lass, his mother’s brother Wilham Jr.'s granddaughter. Her parents were 
Ivory Douglass and Phoebe Snuth. [ye came from Cattaraugus county, New 
York, to section 28, Walworth, in 1837, with ten children. He was chairman 
of the board of county commissioners, 1840-2, and a supervisor in 1848. He 
was one of the earliest school commissioners. [Ile died February 16, 1867. 
His children were: Oscar Houghton, Christopher Columbus, Aurilla -\nn, 
Roxana Columbia, Maria Theresa, Gilbert Lafayette, Phoebe .Angeline, .\gnes 
Noailles, Carlos Lavallette, Maria Louisa Josephine. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON DWINNELL, son of Solomon and Mary, was born 
at Millbury, Massachusetts, October 6, 1818; caine to Lafayette in 1838; mar- 
ried Abigail Catherine Wilson, November 16, 1845. About 1880 he bought 
the Squire Lee house, at Elkhorn, and a few years later went to Pawnee City, 
Nebraska, where he died July 24, 1892. Ilis wife was daughter of Alexander 
Wilson and Abigail, daughter of George and Abigail Bishop. She was born at 
Waynesburg, Ohio, April 11, 1827; died at Pawnee City, April 22, 1902. Their 
children are: Emily M. (Mrs. Smith A. Hartwell), and Mary A. (AIrs. 
Frank L. Bennett). 

Sotomon AsuLEy DwinxeLt (Solomon**, Henry’, Jonathan'), son of 
Solomon Dwinnell and Mary Ashley, was born at Lee, Berkshire county, 
Massachusetts, August 9, 1812 (eldest of eight cluldren) ; was educated at 
Phillips Academy; came in 1836, by way of Indiana, to Latayette, where he 
bought land in sections 11, 14, 18, 20, 23, 24 for himself and brothers,—their 
father at Millbury advancing money needful. He passed the hard winter of 
1836-7 in a new cabin and in the spring set about the work of founding a 
county on a basis no narrower than that of evangelical religion, anti-slavery, 
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total abstinence, and public instruction. He preached, plowed, lectured, or- 
ganized, served as justice of the peace, and as station master on the ‘‘under- 
ground railway.” These things and more he did until duty or inclination sent 
him, in 1850, to Reedsburg, where he founded a Congregational chureh and 
became its pastor, after his ordination in 1853. He urged, among other 
things, suppression (by statutory enactment) of profanity and Sunday- 
breaking. lie married, at or near Keene, New Hampshire, April 24, 1837, 
Lydia Herrick Gove, daughter of John Gove and Lydia Herrick. He died at 
Reedsburg, June 15, 1879. His wife was born in New Hampshire, January 
18, 1811; died at Amiret, Minnesota, October 16, 1892. Their children are: 
Franees (Mrs. J. Perry lélliott, of Indianapolis) ; Osgood Herrick; Harriet 
(Mrs. Samuel John Smock); Eugene Ashley (married Mary Beery); Mary 
(Mrs. William I]. Fineh), Herbert Augustus (married Fanny Longley). Mr. 
Dwinnell seems to have been unable to finish his reminiscences of Walworth 
county and two of its towns, and after his death his manuscripts were sent to 
the State ]1istorical Society. Since so little else of the kind has been preserved, 
these papers are of much value to such as care to study the beginnings of new 
conununities. 

EviyAu Easton was born at Aiton, Chenango county, New York, May 
18, 1815; came to Walworth in 1842; served in Assembly of 1851, having 
been elected over William P. Allen and Lyman FI. Seaver; went to California 
in 1860; to Minnesota in 1866; died at Owatonna, February 27, 1905. 

JuLius Lyman Epwarps was a son of Julius Edwards and Theodosia, 
daughter of Solomon Lyman and wife, Lois. }lis older ancestors were Alex- 
ander*?, Benjamin? °*". Ele was born at Northampton, Massachusetts, Sep- 
tember 29, 1821: came in 1839 fo a farm in section 27, Sugar Creek, and his 
father bought parcels of land in Lafayette and Troy; married March 5, 1846, 
Wealthy Amanda, daughter of Seth Rust and Jerusha Starr. Iler father’s 
ancestors were Flenry?. Isracl*? * 4°. She was born at Northampton, July 8, 
1817; died at Elkhorn, April 2, 1906. In 1861 Mr. Edwards became presi- 
dent of the bank at Elkhorn, at which place he cate to live about 1866. Ten 
years later he became sentor meniber of the dry goods firm of Edwards & 
Preston, the junior being Dwight Preston. He died August 4, 1890. His 
children were Frances .\delaide (1848-1893) and Alice (Airs. J. Edwin 
Wheeler, of LaCrosse). | 

SIMON Burr Tepwarps, son of Joseph edwards and Abigail Buel, was 
horn at Windsor, Broome county. New York, November 10, 1815: went in 
1822 to Sherburne, where he married March &, 1838, Elizabeth Ann, daughter 
of Isaac Underhill Wheeler and Lavina Dunean; came in 1839 to East Troy 
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and built for himself a blacksmith shop: also bought farm land in seetion 4, 
(his father bought in section 15); did occasionally duty as supervisor; deputy 
sheriff under Russell Il. Mallory; was a working member of the .\gricultural 
Society and in 1874 its president; moved in 1878 to Whitewater. His wife, 
born April, 1818, died November 21, 1880, leaving seven of her eight children. 
Mr. Edwards in 1885 married Mrs. Clarissa (Kueh), widow of J. Curtis 
Utter. She was born at Great Bend, Pennsylvania, in 1825, and died January 
23, 1889. Ar. Edwards died August 14, 1893. 

SoLoMoN RicHarpd Epwarps, son of Juhus and Theodosia, was born at 
Northampton. November 29, 1823: came to section 10, Sugar Creek, in 1839; 
went back, to a seminary at East Hampton, for his better education; in 1848 
went around Cape Horn to California, visited Honolulu, and in 1853 returned 
to Sugar Creek, bringing home a large collection of stereoscopic views and 
other memorials of his journeyings. He married April 12, 1854. Sarah 
Almira, daughter of Augustus Smith and Almira Stiles, of Troy, and had a 
son and a daughter. He was five times a member of the county board and 
served often as justice. [rom 1894 he lived at Elkhorn, where he died Octo- 
ber 26. igo1. Mrs. Edwards was born at Hadley, Massachusetts, August 28, 
1832, died at Chicago, December 31, 1904. Their children were Julius Augus- 
tus and Helen Viola (Mrs. Frank Porter Stone). 

STEPHEN R. EpGerton, son of Sims D. Edgerton and Harriet Benedict, 
was born at Rome, New York, October 24, 1832; his father came in 1846 to 
Spring Prairie and died there in 1873; he owned a farm in sections 13, 14. 
Laiavette: married, first, Olive, daughter of David Tower Vaughn and 
Rebecca Densmore. December 31, 1857; she died in 1877; he married, second, 
Lila B.. daughter of Silas Patten and Charlotte T. Sweet; she died \ugust 13, 
1881. Mr. Edgerton’s name may be found in the official lists of his town 
and of the Agricultural Society. Ite was well read m the current literature 
of farm and dairy, and took a ready talker’s part in convention discussions. 
He was elected to the Assembly in 1870 over Manrice L. .\vers. He moved 
to Elkhorn in 1894, and died at his daughter's home, Oregon, Wisconsin, 
April 9. 1g01. .\ few years before his death he lost all his earlier thrift had 
gained, by investments in lower Louisiana and on the Pacific coast. 

Epwarp ELperKin was seventh of eleven children of .\nthony Yeldorf 
Elderkin and Pamela Fuller. Llis father’s ancestry ran: Bela’, Col. Jedidiah’, 
John? 24. This family was long of Norwich, Connecticut. Hdward was born 
at Potsdam, New York, January 5, 1815: was academically educated ; studied 
law at Canton, the home of Silas Wright: came to Elkhorn in 183g: married 
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Mary Martha, daughter of Bennett Beardsley and first wife, Mrs. Susannah 
( Johnson) Gardiner, December 25, 1843. (AIr. Beardsley’s second and third 
wives were sisters, Belinda and I*rances Townsend, each of whom Ieft chil- 
dren.) .\bout 1882 the family moved to Racine, where Colonel Elderkin 
died December 11, 1887. Mrs. Elderkin died at Elkhorn, September 11, 1880. 
They had seven children. Among the family papers is a commission signed 
by Governor Dodge, February to, 1841, naming edward Elderkin as colonel 
of the Sixth Regiment of Wisconsin militia. He bought a farm south of the 
village, which produced excellent wild mustard. Hhs clerical qualifications 
were excellent, and on the whole he grew relatively wealthy with the growth 
of the village, in which he laid out a southeast addition to the original plat. 
Hic named two streets therein “Jackson” and “Wright.” But a few vears 
later he became a Republican, and in 1872 turned again to Democracy. Colonel 
k:lderkin was a man of impulses,—seldom reflecting before acting, and some 
of his actions at law and in business needed much excusing. Ile was one of 
the kindest of men at home, and thoroughly sociable and democratic every- 
where. Ifa neighbor or stranger fell sick he was at hand. If there was a case 
of cholera or sinallpox in town he would take his turn with Lot Mavo and 
see the patient made well or buried. Jhis safeguard against contagion was 
“to chew tobacco and swallow the juice.” Mrs. E}derkin, like her sister, was 
an early and hfelong member of the Episcopal church, and, like her sister's, 
her life was filled with well-doing. 

CHARLES Perkins Envis, son of Wilham Ells and Rhoda, daughter of 
Capt. Lamrock lower, had ancestors, Richard', son of a British soldier in 
Ireland, came to New England i 1717: Reuhensipavid?. THe wy assomneen 
Ashfield, \lassachusetts, March 20, 1812; Hved in Pennsylvania and in Michi- 
gal: caine in 1842 to section 21, LaGrange: was a capable town officer and an 
excellent citizen. Tle married December 15, 1839, Sarah, daughter of Jere- 
miah Elarris and Priscilla, danghter of Barnabas Cole. Ile died January 22. 
resi. airs. [ilis was born at Henderson, New \orlk, ailay 1 geiseo eons 
January 7, 1894. Their children were Priscilla KK. (airs. Johnie viene 
James Ke-Ghiaricsal 

flon. StuKeLY eeswortn, born 1761, and yates Mercy. bari ig ae 
some tine went to Hartwick, Otsego county. Of their eight children at least 
three came to Walworth county. Stukely Stafford [Elsworth was born at 
Hartwick. february g. 1803; inarried May 27) eieeeeNancy, dancitciaer 
Nathan and Alary Field: came about 1846 to Lafayette: died August 21, 
B81. Mrs. [ellsworth was born at Otsego, .\ngust 5, 1805: died October 19. 
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1880. Their children were: Rosina (Ars. Joseph Potter); Stewart D. (anar- 
ried Elizabeth, daughter of Silas Ranney and Martha Sawyer): William 
Pieree (married Jeannette Kebeeca, daughter of Christopher Wiswell and 
Alinira Vest); Mercy nn (Alrs, \Waldo Hartwell): Henry (married Mar- 
tha Ann Gadsy) : Eugene. 

iw ehestensl.) Ellsworth was born July 21, 1$t0; married Harriet W. 
Snuth, February 22, 1852: came to Spring Prairie about 1867 and to Elkhorn 
a tew years later. He died October 19, 1877. Mrs. Itllsworth was born at 
Little York, Cortland county; died at Spring Prairie, May 2, 1899. Children: 
ieiellay | a avirs. Leroveweeverrick) ; Cora A.: Elmer. 

John H. Ellsworth married Sophronia Pride and had sons, Julius M.. 
Lueien, Luzerne, Clarence. 

EXPERIENCE EsTABROOK was son of Seth Willey Estabrook and Hannah. 
daughter of Moses Hibbard and [lannah Alden. }Jis grandfather was Ex- 
perience. son of Nehennah. son of Kev. Samuel. son of Rev. Joseph, who 
came to Alassachusetts in 1666. He was born at Lebanon, Grafton county, 
New Hampshire. -\pril 30. 1813: edueated at common school, with private 
teaching: studied Jaw and was adimitted to praetiee; came from Ene county, 
New York. in 1840, to Geneva; was district attorney 1841-5; married April 17, 
1844, Caroline .\., daughter of Col. James Maxwell: was chairman of com- 
mittee on edueation and sehool funds in eonstitutional convention of 1847; 
member of Assembly in 1851, chosen over Samuel D. [lastings and Cyrus 
Rugg: attorney-general of Wiseonsin, 1852-4; appointed attorney-general of 
Nebraska Territory in 1855; elaimed seat as delegate in thirty-sixth Con- 
gress. but was not seated: died at Omaha, March 26, 1894. 

GEORGE EsSTERLY, son of Peter and Raelhel. was born in Ulster county, 
New York, October 17, 180g. He was three times imarrted. His first wife. 
Jane Lewis. was mother of his eight children. In 1860 their step-mother was 
named .Amelia and the children then at home were Mary, George W., Teva 
(now Mrs. Joseph Hubert Page). and Emma. Mr. Jesterly came to Tleart 
Prairie in 1837, where he bought more than eleven hundred acres of Jand and 
in 1843 sowed three hundred aeres with wheat. [ls mind was of mechanical 
turn, and here was stimulus for an inventor. By 1856 lis reaping and mowing 
machine was fully in the loeal market, and in its improved forms found other 
markets. He attempted, by newspaper articles and pamphlets, to diseuss and 
settle some of the politico-economic problems of his time, and Ins efforts found 
admirers. “All in all, he was one of the most forceful and remarkable of 
many strong men of Whitewater.” He died about 18y3 at Hot Springs, 
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JOHN ALLEN Farnum, son of Jonathan Farnum (born 1760) and Let- 
tice Kelly, was born in 1797; married Chloe Bennett: was at Hudson in 1842; 
died in north Geneva, September 23, 1858. Chloe was born in 1808; died 
March 3, 1860. Their children, born between 1826 and 1843. were Ethan 
B. (married Hannah A. Rouse): .\lonzo L. (married Nancy Dean); Edgar 
].; Samantha B.; Ezra Co (hulled at Port Hudson) : biey iy eye ee 

Timotuy Hopkins FELbLows, son of Abiel Fellows, Jr., and Doreas 
Hopkins, had ancestors Willian’, Ephraim? °, Abiel*. He was born in Wyom- 
ing valley March 14, 1812; his parents remov a to Kalamazoo county in 1829; 
he married December 1, 1831, Eliza Ann, daughter of Wilham Dunean and 
Kuth Gilmore; came to Bloomfield m 1839: served three terms in county 
board; was assemblyman in 18§2, chosen over Aloses Seymour and Dr. Hilton 
\V. Boyce: and in 1853, having beaten’ Capt Albert [. \Vheeler andere... 
N. Wood: died November 5, 1894. Alrs> fellows was born October 1@ss0 se, 
died \pril 23, 1887. Six of their children Jived to maturity : Gilmore Duncan 
(inarried 1. Hlelen .\ngusta Noves; 2. Dora FI. Parmelee) ; Theodore A. died 
February lO, 1912; Emma Jane {Alrs. Emerson W. Peet); sAnttia Eee: 
Edwin F. Duncan); Alary El. (Mrs. Orson S. 2\very) < Catharine 12g: 
Clarence N, Reynolds). 

NNDREW FERGUSON was born at Laurens, New York, September 27, 
1803; in 1822 went to Cooperstown and became a tanner and shoemaker ; 
married April 24, 1824. Lucretia S. Goodsell. In 1835. with Lewis B. Good- 
sell, his brother-in-law, and George Campbell, he began a general retail busi- 
ness in Dearborn street, near Lake street, Chicago. His attention was drawn 
to the Brink-Payne war at Geneva, but was at first too prudent to risk much 
of his capital in disputed titles. He moved his stock of goods to Geneva, and 
from 1838 to 1850 was postmaster. .\fter six vears of farming in Linn he 
returned, in 1866, to Lake Geneva, where he died May 14, 1884. His wife had 
died April 3, 1869, and he married Mrs. Mary L. Maynard, September 2, 
1873. He was of the “Old Guard” of the county Democracy, and was there- 
fore not often burdened with offietal duty: but he was not therefore less es- 
teemed as aanan. This children were Ann, Thomas Eenry, Charles Eugene. 

STEPHEN Tren (Abner®, Willian’, Vereiiaiy (hoist 
Abner Ticld and Rébecca Payne, born in \Winds@r county, Yeriont, January 
10, 1791; married Mary Jordan (17 yo-18j0) March 7, 1814: died atsast 
Troy, January 27, 1879. He came to Mukwonago in 1838; fo section 20, 
ast Troy, in 183g: was member of the Territorial Legislature in 1845. Of 
five children, Augusta (1818-18723) was unmarried. Martin married Sarah P., 
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daughter of James Meacham and Prudence Walls, and moved to Mukwonago. 
He was once a trustee vf the State Schoul for the Deaf. Mary (born 1816) 
Was Wile oi ndrew E. Elmore. Stephen F. married the Sages sister, Ellen, 
daughter ot Job Elmore. Rosanna (1825-1855) was wite ot Alender O. 
Babcock. Mr. Field was of a Federalist tamuly, aud passed naturally to the 
Whigs and thence to the Republican party. Ele was a ian of substance and 
of influence among intelligent neighbors and townsmen. 

James FLaAck, son ot uminigrants trom Ireland, born 1782, married Polly 
Powell, born 1792. and lived in Washington county, New York. Their chil- 
dren were John Powell, Thomas. Margaret (Mrs. Thornton). Anna (Airs. 
Davia G, vile Garrett. Richara b:, James D. 

Richard Baker Flack was born December 123, 1815; married Soplia. 
daughter af John Armstrong and Elizabeth Lytle, March 20, 1838; came to 
town of Geneva in 1843; died at Elkhorn, October 30, 1887. AIrs. Flack was 
born at Lisbon, St. Lawrence county, July 5, 1815: died at Elkhorn, February 
3. 1901. Their children were James H.. Wilbur, Alarada. Emma, Elmina 
(irs. Duane D. Finch). 

James Douglas Flack, born September 27, 1828; married Sarah Eliza 
Cook; died March 7, 1911. Mrs. Flack was born in 1834: died Mareh, 1909. 
Children: Furness, Marv, James, Alice, Lucey, Willie E. 

Joun Frack, a brother of James, married a daughter of Capt. Isaac 
Gray. Their son, James Adam, was born in Washington county June 2, 1804; 
married, first, Mary, daughter of Samuel Lytle: second, Martha, daughter ot 
Samuel Armstrong and Mary Gregg: came early to the town of Geneva: died 
March 8, 1888. Mary's children were John G., David L. and Mary Ann (Ars. 
Daniel Gross). Giartha's children were Arvilla (Nlrs. Samuel Lytle, Jr.). 
Ellen Genevra (Mrs. Henry Delap). Lydia Marilla, Charles Mortimer (:mar- 
ried Nellie Cruickshank). 

John Gray Flack, born July 3, 1828; married December 18, 1849, Ellen 
M., daughter of Daniel S. and Maria Benton; she died June 22. i900; he mar- 
tied Mrs. Hephsibah (Tomlinson) Allen, June 19, 1902; 1s yet living, at E}k- 
horn. 

David Lytle Flack was born at Lisbon, October 1. 1830: married. first, 
Philinda, daughter of Richard Crandall and Abigail (Crain) Ransom; second, 
Mrs. Adelia (Cady) Baldwin: third. Anna Wealthy Moody: died April 20, 
1893. Philinda’s children were Hiram Crandall, Mary A., John A. 

NATHANIEL Foster was son of David Foster (a soldier of the Revolu- 


o 


tion) and Lydia White. Other ancestors were Thomas? *, John*, Chillings- 
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worth’, Nathaniel®. He was born May, 1786, at Wilhamstown, Massachu- 
setts; came from Vermont to Sugar Creek; died August 27, 1870. Sarah 
leach, his wife, was born April 17, 1792; married in 1809; died February 14, 
1867. Of their twelve children Jason, Jay and Asa caine to Sugar Creek. 

Jason Foster was born at Fairfield, Franklin county, Vermont, July 4, 
1812; married Chloe Johnson; died November 24, 1880. Chloe was born 
August 26, 1808; married in 1833; died April 25, 1887. Their children were 
Hale (a:nmarried Addie Ketchpaw), Eugenia (first, Alrs. McDougald; second, 
Mrs. William H. Conger), Jane (AIrs. Stephen L. Knssell), Sarah (NIrs. Ira 
Rood), Edna (Alrs. Royal Potter). 

Jay Foster was born at airfield, .\pril 11, 1828; married Deceinber 31. 
1854, Marcia, daughter of Loyal Leach and Elizabeth Bradley; died March 1, 
1905, in Lafayette. Ars. Foster was born July 24. 1834; dicdMMax 271ge—. 
Their children were: Dexie (AIrs. Burton Webster), .\nn (Mrs. Rodney 
Webster), Scott, Edith (Mrs. James Tripp), Edna (Ars. Ernest A. West), 
Angie (Alws. Flomer Davis), Lora (a4ws. \WWilhant Trippy lary 92 Eee 
evsliton asis): 

Asa Foster was born at East Fairfield, Mlay 23, 1830; married Septem- 
ber 23, 1858, Clarinda L.. daughter of Samuel Ilolnes Tibbets and Sarah 
Pattee; now living in Sugar Creek. Mrs. Foster was born at Hawksbury, 
Ontario, January 18, 18309; died July 49 'S92.9 Uheir children arem ana 
Imogene (Alrs. Charles H. Nott), Jenme (Irs. Charles Mosher), Samuel 
Tibbets (married Mary Jane Fountain). 

GEORGE GALE was son of Peter Gale, Jr., and Ifannah Tottenham. — lis 
father’s -\merican ancestors were Peter", Isaac? *, A\brahain® -, Richard=aris 
mother’s wére Nathaniel’, Elisha*, (Shah-, [lenry™ George Gale waseboum 
at Burlington, Vermont, November 30, 1816; had a fair education, thanks to 
early tendencies to study: read law at Waterbury, and was admitted to the 
bar in iyi. and then set out for Elkhorn. [le at onee took an active imiterest 
Wall movements in furtheranee of morals, education, and connnumity develop- 
ment. Ile founded a newspaper at [Ikhorn and was for a vear its editor. His 
Form’ Book, published in 1846, went to revised editions m 1848, 1850 and 
1856, In 1847 he was member of the committee on judiciary in the second 
constitutional convention. In 1850 he was state senator, chosen over General 
Boyd and Jeduthin Spooner. In t&8s1 he went to LaCrosse county, was 
county judge for a term of four vears, and was cireutt judge 1857-63. In 
1853 he bought land ou which he laid out the village of Galesville, and moved 
for the organization of Trempealeau county. Ie gave ten thousand dollars 


WRLVWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 519 


toward establishing a “university” at his new village. One of his later labors 
was the compilation of a genealogy of the descendants of Richard Gale and 
wite Mary, of \Watertown, Massachusetts, in 1640; and of Edmund Gale, of 
Boston. He died April 18, 1868, at Galesville. He bad married at Elkhorn, 
December 5, 1844, Gertrude, daughter of Capt. George Young and Ann 
Waldron—the latter one of the innumerable heirs of .\nneke Jans Bogardus. 
Their children were George, William, Helen. 

PALMER GARDNER (Sylvester", Palmer’, Sylvester*, Nicholas? ?, 
George’), son of Sylvester Gardner and Sarah Cogswell, was born in the town 
of Hancock, Berkshire county, Massachusetts, February 23, 1803: his parents 
moved to Manlius, New York, in 1810, where he received an academic educa- 
tion, and to this added a vear at Hobart College. For some years he found 
employment as a surveyor and civil engineer m1 New York, Canada and 
Maryland. In 1835 he went forth to see what prospect for him there was in 
the West. Southern Michigan seemed already pre-empted, and he came by 
way of northern Hlmois to southeastern Wisconsin. Returning, he equipped 
himself abundantly for prairie-breaking, grain-sowing and home-imaking. Thus 
setting forth, he reached by well-deliberated steps the prairie named for hun- 
self and in April, 1836, built Ins cabin. He entered land m sections 24, 25, 36, 
of Spring Prairie. February 14, 1844, he married Margaret $., daughter of 
Samuel Williams, of Manlius. She was born in 1822 and died Mav 1g, 1871. 
The official list of his town shows his name but once, 





as town clerk 11 1847, 
and in the saine year he sat hve weeks as representative at the first session of 
the last Territorial Assembly. His colleague, Charles A. Bronson, of La- 
Grange, also retired at the end of that session. Fle seems to have had an un- 
usual if not un-American indifference to public service. After his wifes 
death he moved to Burlington, where he married again, and died there January 
19, 1888. Lucretia May. his daughter, was born November 24, 1844: died 
January 19, 1865. .\my Gardner, his father’s sister, wite of Willard Smith, 
brought her family into relationship with other old families of the eastern side 
of the county. 

ANDREW GILBERT was born January 15, 1792: married Calma Butler; 
caine from Madison county, New York, to section 24, Walworth; died at 
Delavan, October 22. 1870. Calma was born July 9, 1793: died March 5, 
1872. Their children (known) were than Lamphere (married Elizabeth 
Caroline Curtis), Phineas C. (married I¢lizabeth Aun Lewis), Nelson, Esther 
I. (Mrs. P. Dudley Kendrick), Sarah (Mrs. Edwin Phelps), Charles 11. 
(married Eliza Day). Ethan L. was a busmess man at Lake Geneva. Phineas 
C.’s wife was Hollis Latham’s step-daughter. Charles TH. died in military 
service, in 1864. 


WALWORTH COUNTY, WHSCONSIN. 


ryt 
ty 
| 


ZACCHEUS PHELPS GILLET ( Zaccheus P.’, Zaccheus y Isaac’ Nathan 
son of Zaccheus P. Gillet and Elizabeth Holecumb, was born November 1. 1776: 
came to Geneva with his sons while that town was vet young, and died August 
g. 1861. Elis wife, Clarissa, daughter of Charles Humphrey (and Naomi 
Worcester), whose ancestors were Samuel? #, Michael?, Samuel?. The tater 
of these Gillets were from Litchfield county, Connecticut, and thence to Oneida 
county, New York. Among their children were Rinaldo Phelps and Charles 
Leander, by whom the name has been spelled Gillette. Rinaldo P. Gillette 
married Abigail Boughton, and their daughter, Martha Emeline, born at Vie- 
tor, New York, March 4, 1838, and died at Elkhorn, August 1, 1899, was 
married to Benjamin F. Skiff. She was one of the brightest and truest of 
wives, mnothers and friends. Charles Leander Gillette married Eliza Ann 
Jlanna = Their son, .Almerin, was captain and major in the Twentieth In- 
tantry; later railway commissioner of Kansas; and was a man with highest 
sense of personal and commercial honor. 

PETER GOLDER, son of Peter Golder and Deborah \Vood. was born in 
Dutchess county, July 5, 1819; learned to make shoes as a means to gain a 
legal education; went to Ontario county, where, at Victor, he married Mary 
Jane, daughter of Hervey Flickox and Lydia West, March 3. 1841; came to 
Kenosha in 1842, and in the same vear to Elkhorn. He studied law while he 
nade and mended boots, and was admitted to practice in 1850. About 1855 
he formed a short-lived partnership with James Densmore, of the “/ndepen- 
dent.” In 1857 he was elected county judge (over Hollis Latham) and held 
that place for twenty-nine vears. Squire Smith said that “God made Peter for 
a probate judge, —this by reason of his qualities as a man and a lawyer. He 
was a life-long student and also a reader of the best things in lterature, from 
the -{tlantic Monthly to the “Republic of God.” As a personal friend he was 
one not to be forgotten by any who deserves to be himself remembered. His 
wife, born at Victor, September 15, 1819, died at Elkhorn, December 6, 18809. 
[ter ancestors, in father-hne, were Hervey‘. .\sa®, John®, Sainuel*, William’, 
samuel’, \Wilhiam!. Judge Golder’s increasing deafness compelled his retire- 
nent. He went to Norborne, Missouri, to live with his adopted daughter. 
Helen Laura, whose husband, George Dana Viles, had gone there to become a 
banker. before lis death, July 11, 1900, he was wholly deaf and blind. 

CHARLES MORENOUSE GoopsELL was born at East Haven, Connecticut, 
il 1805; his parents moved to Otsego county, where he was bred to the busi- 
ness of a general store, grist-null and distillery. His father failed in all this 
business, and the young man took the wreck of the property and so managed 
it as to clear away its debts. In 1834 he went to Cincinnatus to raise farm 
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stuft and to sell goods, and also to begin a Christian life. He seems to have 
prospered so far as to enable hin to come west in 1836 with a convenient 
eapital for new enterprises. [laving lingered a year at Chicago, he came in 
1838 to Geneva where he built the first grist-mill. Tle also bought land in 
section 12, Linn. He refused to grind tor whisky-making and suits were 
brought to compel lim to grind alike for Trojan and Tyrian; but in the end 
he held his ground. He was aman much after the manner of Mr. Dwinnell 
and Col. Phoenix, and like thein was active in religious work and in opposition 
to wlusky and slavery. He had some not precisely-told part in the foundation 
of Beloit College. He married twice, 





the sisters .\bbie F. and [Elizabeth 
Jennings. In 1850 he removed to Minnesota, where he died. 

Lewis Burr GoopseELL, Charles AM. lis cousin, was born at Fairfield, 
Connecticut, about 1800; while yet a boy his parents moved to Cooperstown, 
where he reached manhood and was bred to business. In 1836 he went into 
retail busmess at Chicago, in partnerslip with George L. Campbell. In 1845 
he came to Geneva, and built up an increasing trade. In 1852 he died at New 
York, whither he had gone to buy goods. His wife was Caroline, daughter of 
Munson Smith. His sou Munson Smith Goodsell married .Annie Marie. 
daughter of Giles T. Arnold and Iris Welton Hickox. He had also a son 
ele tiie, 

GAYLORD GRAVES, son of James N. Graves, of Springfield, Massachusetts, 
was born at Richfield Springs, New York, May 22, 1804; married, first, June 
18, 1824, Nancy Tuckerman, who died January 5, 1845: came in 1836 to East 
Troy, and was one of the justices appointed by Gov. Dodge 1n 1838; he served 
as town and county supervisor, and in 1846 was a member, at its last session, 
of the Fourth Territorial Assembly,—lower house. Jn 1848 he was a mem- 
ber of the first State Legislature. March 15, 1848, he married, second, Keziah 
Freeman, who died in the next spring. Flis third wife was Mary .\nn, daugh- 
ter of Isaac U. Wheeler and widow of Calvin Pike. He died .\ugust 28, 
1889, at Northwood, Worth county, lowa. Tis five children were of the frst 
marriage. <A daughter, Parthenia, was wife of Christopher P. I. Chatin, 

Harmon Gray, son of Dominicus Gray and Elizabeth Webb, was born 
at Arlington, Vermont, June 29, 1806; went as a child to Georgetown, D. C., 
where he was liberally educated, attended medical lectures at Columbia Col- 
lege, and was four years preceptor of an academy at Georgetown. Removing 
to Norwich, New York, he finished his professional study and in 1830 took a 
diploma from a county board of medical examiners. He began practice at 
Unadilla, where June 2. 1832, he married Maria Theresa, daughter of David 
Finch and Mary Ann Mallory. In 1840 he came to a farm in seetion 8, 
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Sugar Creek, and proved himself a master of two exacting professions. For 
thirty years he raised crops, attended the sick in a range of great width, voted 
the Democratic ticket, spoke as he thought, which was “not in the words of a 
inaster,”’ made himself respected, and died September 19, 1895. Mrs. Gray 
was born in New Haven county, Connecticut, in 1809, and died October 20, 
1887. Three of their children are dead: Helen (1834-1910); Jane (Mrs. 
George W. Wirchhoeffer) (1836-1876): Marcus (1841-1873); Mary (Alrs. 
Henry L. Mallory) lives at Elkhorn. 

Isaac GRAy, a captain of various services in Massachusetts regiments in 
the army of the Revolution. had sons Elihu, Daniel Carr and Isaac. The last 
named married Elizabeth, daughter of Sergeant Thomas Baker, of the same 
army, and had sons Thomas Baker and Elihu. Besides these were .\lexander, 
Asahel, David, Isaac, John Flack, Phoebe, Tirzah, and possibly others. Dan- 
iel Carr Gray married Susan Crawford, and had a son Daniel Carr. 

Daniel Carr Gray, Jr., was bor May 27, 1813, at Lishon, Newson, 
tnarried July 31, 1839. Julia .\un, daughter of John Armstrong and Alary 
Gregg. (Jt appears that Mary was also wife of Samuel .\rmstrong.) In 
1845 Mr. Gray came to the town of Geneva, and about 1875 to Elkhorn, 
where he died Iebruary 13, 1895. Mfrs. Gray was born at Flebron, New 
York, March iy, 1814; died June 12, 1897. Their only child, Marinda Lydia, 
is Mrs. William Winder Chambers, 

Ilihu Gray, son of Isaac and Elizabeth, was born at Hebron, December 
t&, rSor; sarricd November 3, 1826, Elizabeth, daughter of Samuel Arii- 
strong and Mary Gregg; came to town of Geneva in 1846: was for some time 
supertitendent of the county farnr; died at Elkhorn, September 25, 1884. Flis 
wife was born at Salen, New York, July 31, 18067 died Jantar 2g: 
Their children were Clarinda (Mrs. George Koss): Satnuel .\rmstrong (imar- 
ried emily A., daughter of James Arinstrong and [hzabeth Armstrong and 
eranddaughter of Samuel and Mary (Gregg) .\rmstrong); Gilbert) elihu 
(1838-1800); Cordelia Jane ¢Alrs. fedward Al. Latham). 

Thomas Baker Gray, son of —Tsaae and Elizabeth, was born at Hebron, 
February 1, 806; married November 15, 1827, Mary Jane, daughter of Sam- 
uel Armstrong and Mary Gregg: died at Lake Geneva, .\ugust 17, 1900. [lis 
wife was born at Salem, December 5, 1801: died Maw 24, 1574. “Theme 
dren were Maria (Alrs. Alonzo Flerrick); Luthera Foster (first. Mrs. Miles 
N. Herrick. second, Irs. James Varbell): T. Baker: Khhu Wilbur (married 
Sylvia A. Goodspeed) ; Hannah Ie. (Ars. Charles Rogers). 

Ronert Gray was born in Ireland; married Mary Lytle: came to Lisbon 
before 1808; died in July, 1865, aged eighty-four years. Mary died before 
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1860, Their sons James, Alexander, Robert and William came to the town 
of Geneva, in near neighborhood to the afore-mentioned Gray families. James 
(1808-90) married Tirzah, daughter of Isaac Gray and Elizabeth Baker, June 
28, 1832, at Lisbon. They left no children. .\lexander married Tirzah, 
daughter of William Chambers and Phoebe, daughter of Isaac and Elizabeth 
Gray. Robert married Phoebe's sister Rachel. William married Alvira 
Ryder. 

Wittram E, Grecory died at Elkhorn in 1847. This widow, Olive, 
daughter of Nathaniel and Isabel Colburn, was born at Hawley, Massachusetts, 
July 28, 1805, and married in 1827. She died April 17, t8o1. Her children 
were Wilham Elhott, who went to Galveston and died November 13, 1895, 
aged sixty-four vears. His brother Asaph, born in 1830, died at Elkhorn 
November 22, 1879. Elizabeth became, first, Mrs. Michael Thompson, sec- 
ond, Mrs. Bowe. Louise, born 1836, went to Nebraska after her mother’s 
death. Ar. Gregory left his family in comfortable cireunstances, and Elliott 
prospered honorably at Galveston. Asaph was not wholly a bad fellow, 
though it is not recalled that he had more than one positively good quality. 
He would say mean true things to men whom none else cared so to affront, but 
who were better nen than he, and who sometimes needed sueh reminders that 
they were not impeccable. Fle was unmarried. 

[satay HamBirn ( Barnabas’, Sylvanus*, Elkanah’, Jatnes?') was son 
of Mary Bassett and was born at Falmouth, Massachusetts, 11 17Q0; married 
Daphne, daughter of Wilham Haines, November 30, 1812; moved to Kirt- 
land. Ohio, whenee he caine in 1836 to section 25, Lafayette, where he built 
his cabin and with his wife endured the first hard winter. [lis son-in-law, 
Isaac Fuller, came also. Mr. Flamblin was a diseiple of the prophet of Palmyra, 
Kirtland, and Nauvoo, and in a few years atter coming to this county he fol- 
lowed his tribe to Utah, and died at Santa Clara in 1857. THis wife died in 
[847 in Pottawattomie county, Towa. 

Jesse [fAnp (1783-1846) was son of Abraham [land and Mary South- 
ard. He married Luey |]. Cowles (1783-1860). These two were buried at 
Springfield cemetery. Of their children were: 

1. John S. Hand (wife [mma Jane). who had sons [elbert: Osborn, 
Jesse. and John Wesley. 

2. Nathan Benton Hland, who married Marcia K. Cowles, September 1, 
i842; married Mary Antoinette, daughter ot Nathamel Barlow Eland and 
Mary Palmer, September 25, 1851. 

3. Lorenzo Dow Hand (1814-1859). a teacher of high repute. He 
married in 1853 Lydia Ann Church (1831-1889). 
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4. Harvey Hand burn about 1805: died in 1882. His wife was named 
Martha. They had children Eleanor, Linnaeus, Lacon, Bernadotte, Ellery 
Channing, Arthur. It is not here supposed that these were all of the children 
and grandchildren of Jesse and Lucy. 

LEMUEL Hann. related nearly. it is presumed, to Abraham Hand, married 
Lydia Doubleday, and part, at least, of their children were born in Columbia 
county. New York. The best known of these were Jared. Osborn, Nathamiel 
arlow, all of whom were thrifty farmers o1 Geneva. 

Jared Hand, born October 20, 1808: married, first, Dorcas Montrose: 
second, Mary Jane Raymond: died March 18, 1883. Of eight children five 
lived and married: Milton J. (married Adeline Wischhusen); Helen MM. (Alrs. 
Joseph M. Moore): Ravinond J. (married Harriet Cowles): Hannah <A. 
(Mrs. John Greenwood); Temperance (Mrs. Jasper M1. Fish). 

Nathaniel Barlow Hand, born September 3, 1816: married AJarv, daugh- 
ter of Joseph Palmer and Mary Palmer in 1841: died November 6, 1891. 
Wite born May 17, 1825: died March 14, 1898. They leit children: Nathaniel 
Palmer, Mary Antoinette, Joseph Spencer. 

Osporx Hanp, son of Lemuel Hand and Lydia Doubleday, was born at 
New Lebanon. New York, August 27. 1810: married Maria, danghter of 
Moses Cowles and Pamela Fellows. November 6, 1834: came to northern 
Geneva in 1842: abont 1855 to Elkhorn where he died February 1, 1886. Ars. 
Hand was born July 21, 1814, died January 25. 1890. They had seven chil- 
dren, of whom George Cookman was a soldier of Company A, Thirty-sixth 
Infantry, and died, a prisoner, at Salisbury. Alr. Hand was a thritty farmer 
and an old-fashioned teacher. thoroughly versed in common school studies. and 
a reader of the best old-fashioned books. He acquired a clear and forcible 
stvle of writing for the local papers. and was an ingenious debater. He was a 
prudent manager of his moderate means and was able to help his neighbors 
who could give good security. When money brought its less considerate own- 
ers thirty-six per cent. interest he would receive but twelve per cent.. the legal 
rate. In later life he was a stockholder of the National Bank. He hated 
slavery. alcohol, and tobacco openly and vehemently. No negro, whether 
freedman or bondman. was refused tood and shelter. His heart warnied 
toward voung men teaching themselves under difficulties. His children were 
encouraged to study and to earn their living by honorable effort. tor he was 
a judicious as well as kind parent. 

James HarkNess. born April 21, 1776. married Marv Ware. born De- 
cember 12, 1777. and died in her eighty-fitth vear. They lived in Washington 
county, New York. Their children were Jacob: Nancy (Ars. Isaac Wright) : 
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Mary (AIrs. Ross); James (married Hannah R. Whitmore): Jesse: Dr. 
Daniel (married Harriet Whitmore}; McDonough; Samuel «married Mari- 
etta Chapman). These Whitmere wives were daughters ot Jwseph Whitmore 
and Hannah Call. McDonough breught upon himself a most barbarous ver- 
ture, mutilation and death at the hands ci Imhans in Oregun. Samuel's wile 
Was a sister or Mrs. Edward Winne. 

Jacop Harkness, son of James and Mary. was bern March 22. 1800: 
married Jerusha Hill: came to Laiavetie in 1833: ed April 8. r87+.  Jerusha 
was born in 1812: died July 18. 18846. Their children were Tane. Eliza. 
Melanchthon. Daniel, Augusta. Adelatle. Bumham. MeDenmgugh. Frances. 
Daniel married Ruth Waters | 18:4-1g00). 

Perry GREEX HarrineTon 39n of Job. was berm ar Laurens. Otsegu 
county. July 9, 1812: married Marietta Eldred: came 29 Milwaukee in 1836 
and'the neXt vear t% section 12, Sugar Creek. Free xSg= yar18&=2 he wat a 
meinber oi the count, boar] and ior three later temms In. 1828 he wa- the 
candidate or the Cass-and-Butier Democracy Zar sheriff. but was third in the 
race ai the electizn. In 1851 he wa: assemblyman. having beaten Daniel 
Hooper: and was twice president of the Agricultural Secietv. He lied Septem- 
ber 19. 1876. and his wite tolinwed Octoter 23. 1S87e¢. Thev had five chitiren. 
of whom the eldest was the nrst-b) mcf the town-hip. Commedeure Harring- 
von fas he was called! was tme «i the Pest '*f men in a county Where qed 
and capabie men have never been har de ani. 

DANIEL HARTWELL, son oz Phipps and Olive. was beern at Granville 
New Yowk, August +. 1801: married Septemthe> 1g. 1829. Elizabesh. dauthre- 
ot Alexander Hamily™: came a Laiavette in 1887 :'ifed Ferruart ru. rS®q. 
Mfrs Hartwell’s father. «t is said. was a nephew ve Ris eminer: namesake 
She was bern in Taig s*die] June mS. Pe. Chikleen: Ma-v: Lette: Wa 
(married Mercy Ann Filswith:: Wallace | marrted Helen Mary @than 
Stith “A. (marred Exttiv Dwinstell?': >@ em 1% Ymarri@® Annalee] Me- 
Kenzie). Smith A. Harrell -erved three vears a- a Sect] heutenani an Tae 
Twenty-eighth Intantry. 

SEvsi@r Norswan Tiw@nH § Herves’. Tinaithy*®” *. kenjawse™ Tiena- 
than®. Tiwema=*) wa< - aes Herve _ Hate aa Ay sc\aeecr | Zack . 
=teplen’. Elmezer. Riciant' L. Lenuer 1 Zaehick wre! Mite Negiae, daeart- 
ter @r Rethen anf! Efzaetn Murzer. He ab yen a Teen. Nem \eark. 
April 12. 1817: came ‘n 1842 wisecraens 6. i>. Loe: mired Maseh a. real. 
Mary a. as ugitter tif Reacharii sweneall. tlre) Voges: 3. Nx, = Mr- Hatth 
Wae Wern ia\Viltshire. Entfam?. Marci)! c=. 12. ek Nees oe). TR 
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They had eight children, of whom Louisa was married to Isaac, son of Henry 
Moorhouse, of North Geneva. Mr. Hatch was a prosperous farmer, as well 
as a good citizen. 

Morris Fanr Hawes, son of William Hawes and Martha Wood, was 
bern at Warwick, New York, November 12, 1797. moved 10) Sieubcm coumes 
was a bov-soldier of the war of 1812: married May 17, 1818, Sarah, daughter 
of Capt. Nathan Lounsbury, and moved to Chantauqua county, and thence in 
1830 to [lillsdale county, Michigan. In 1837 he came to section 34, Rich- 
mond. Witha few neighbors he built the first schoolhouse on a corner of his 
land. He was elected member of the first constitutional convention, but did 
not attend its sessions. Tle died at Whitewater January 13. 1868. His wite 
had died July 28, 1859. They had nine children. 

DANIEL Hermpaciu, son of Philp and Eva, of an old Pennsylvanian 
family, was born in Columbia county, May 2, 1821; married Ilarriet (1831- 
ryo!), daughter of Gorham Bunker and Rachel Russell; died August 7, 1902. 
Ile lived many years on his large farm in section 25, East Trov, and his estate 
is still held by his children. The names Benjamin and Peter are also found— 
apparently these were his brothers. Part of this family spell the name **Hime- 
bach.’ 

Joun Mlatmias [TlENDERSoN, son of Dr. Edward Henderson and Marv 
Mathias, was born June 27, 1782, at Bennington, near the battlefield on which 
his father had served as lteutenant and then as surgeon. Ile, too, had experi- 
elce as an army surgeon of the war of 1812. [le practiced medicine at 
Willoughby, Ohio, and caine to Elkhorn in 1849, where he died November 29. 
iss7. Ele married [une 4, 1815, Rebecca, daughiter of Saniier yy int eae 
was horn October 11, 1795. and died Octoler 1799823) leaving a son, iis 
second wife was Samantha, daughter of Charles Hine and .\nna Baldwin, 
born April 11, 17g1, married June 14, 1829, died May 26, 1833, leaving a 
daughter. His third wife was Alrs. Hetty (Smith) Findley, who was born 
September 22, 1802; died December 4, 1867. Of her five children two daugh- 
ters are living. fTler son Edward Flenderson was a soldier of the Fourth 
Infantry-Cavalry, and became an olfieer of Louisiana colored troops. 

SAMUEL Wirt [lenperson, son of Dr. John M. and first wife, Rebecca 
Wirt, was born at Willoughby, December 17, 1817; studied in lis tather’s 
office and was graduated from the medical college at Cleveland. He married, 
January 11, 1845, Rebecca, daughter of Nathan Hicks. After practicing in 
Herkimer county (once his father’s home) and‘in northern Ohio he came in 
181;7 to Elkhorn. Tle died May 6, 1857, having a week before jumped from 
a wagon to hard ground, causing intestinal constriction or intussusception, fol- 
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lowed by inflammation. Doctor Henderson's perception was quick, his mind 
active, and his action prompt, and he was rated among the better county phy- 
sicians and surgeons. He was also a working Democrat and_ persecuted 
opponents with unbridled tongue, vitriol-dipped pen. and jack-knife wickeder 
than tongue or pen: for it made caricatures on pine as ugly as modern exag- 
gerations in the Sunday papers. His knife and pen were voluntary con- 
tributors to his friend Utter’s paper. He left three little boys, of whom John 
Hicks, the eldest, was a soldier of Company B, First Ileavy Artillery. 

Jacop Herrick, son of Joseph® and Hannah Northrup, of Salem, Con- 
necticut, was born in Chenango county. in 1790. His older ancestors were 
Joseph’, Stephen’, Samnel*, Ephraim’, Henry! of Ipswich. His first wife was 
Roxana Bradley. In 1841 he came to section 21, Geneva: married Mrs. Sarah 
(Corwin) Rouse; died October 30, 1859. His children were Gilbert, Jason, 
Henry, Miles, Polly Maria, Phoebe, Adeline, Julia and Harriet. All these 
were long residents and became connected by marriage with other old families 
as Armstrong, Gray, Ross, Stevens, and Wait. The brothers, Alonzo and 
Moses S. Herrick, of the same town, were not definitely related to Jacob's 
family, but Moses S. married Jacob’s daughter Julia. 

Tiromas Worpen Hiv, son of Henry [hill and Fanny Worden, was 
born at Swanton. Vermont, January 9. 1817; in 1822 his parents moved to 
Lewis, Ikssex county, New York, where they soon afterward died, leaving 
him to the care of Joseph Wells, his uncle. In 1838 he came to Geneva village, 
making much of lis way on foot. He worked on farm and in mill for R. 
Wells Warren, Andrew Ferguson, and Charles M. Goodsell in succession for 
the next five years. In 183y he bought with his savings a farm ia sections 
18, 19. Lyons; married February 12, 1843, Lydia, daughter of Lewis Ferris 
and Samantha Crosby; moved to his farm in 1844 and proved himself a most 
capable farmer. He was for nine terms a member of the county board and 
three times its chairman. In 1853 he was assemblyman, chosen over Charles 
M. Baker and Simeon W. Spatard, and again in 1863, having been preferred 
to Dr. Alexander S. Palmer. In 1865 he began his long service as poor eom- 
missioner. Je became assured that he could be of greater service to the 
inmates of the county-house and to the tax-pavers by taking upon himself the 
duties of overseer or resident commissioner. This was neither to his own 
liking nor to that of his wite, but to both a duty clearly seen was not to be 
evaded nor to be performed in other way than entirely and well. tle died 
suddenly, while directing improvements on his farm, May 26, 1879. Mrs. 
Ferris was born at Tyrone, New York, April 4, 1823; died at Lyons Novem- 
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ber 5. 1900. She was granddaughter ot Gould Ferris and Lydia Nichols, of 
Westchester county, New York. Mr. Hill joined the Presbyterian church of 
Geneva in 1842, and in his after life his actions showed forth the sincerity 
and constaney of his profession of faith. Huis physical and moral courage 
were one, and equal to each occasion’s need. He attended no talking conven- 
tions of philanthropic reformers at distant cities, but remained at his post, 
working hand in hand with the county board, the superintendents of the poor— 
his colleagues—and the county physician, and was at once their indispensable 
servant and their practically wise leader. He may be said to have put an 
undying soul into a half-formed county institution and gave its management 
definite direction and purpose, with intelligent and business-like methods of 
overseership. His death was not an irreparable loss, but men nught well re- 
erect. for a time, that such a life should have been stopped in its sixty-third 
vear. When, if ever, the county shall make up its roll of best and most serv- 
iceable citizens, their names placed as nearly as men may judge in the order 
of their merit, the name of Thomas Worden Hill will not be hard to find in 
that honorable list. 

Epwin [lopces, son of Erastus Tfodges and Laura Whiting, was born 
at Torrington, Connecticut, in 1810. He married Catherine Jane, daughter of 
John Hickox and Clarissa Danforth, January 13. 1836; came to Elkhorn in 
1843 with some money and went into various kinds of business: was county 





clerk in 1846, five times a member of the county board and twice its chairman; 
live tines treasurer of the Agricultural Society, postinaster under a Whig ad- 
munistration. Ahout 1868 he went to Wansas, and Jater to Winterset. Iowa, 
where he died July 23. 1884. Mrs. Hodges was born at Williamstown, Massa- 
chusetts, and died at Hutchinson, Kansas, June 16, 1892. Their daughter, 
Laura [6.. was married to Charles Hl. Britton. George W., their son, went to 
Winterset. Ile was a soldier of Company [*, Fortteth Infantry. Clarissa 
Danforth’s ancestors were Wilham! and Paul*, of Suffolk, England, Nicholas’, 
Thomast, Nicholas®, Jonathan® *, Samuel’, Jonathan’. 

WitttAM ToLtinsueap, son of James Hollinshead and Sarah Stroud. 
was born near Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, September 3, 1806; was well in- 
structed in common school and im practical farming: came in 1837 to section 
3, Delavan; in 1839 was county treasurer: married June 20, 1842. Caroline, 
daughter of James Burson and Deborah Stroud and settled for a long and 
honorably useful fe at his new home. Tle was the first county treasurer. 
hut he was a thorough farmer and was not to be turned aside for official un- 
certainties. Tle was always at the service of the Agricultural Society and of 
farmers’ institutes. When he took part in disetusstan it was to talk from his 
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own experience and well-inatured thinking. He died October 20, 1895. His 
wife was born November 11, 1815, and died February 11, 1890. Their daugh- 
ter Ehzabeth H. was married to Herman A. Briggs. She was born June 1, 
1843; married her cousin April 23, 1880; died, full of good works, September 
20, 1908. 

HeNkry GEORGE HOLtister (Seth L.’, Elisha®, Benjamin® *, Jolin? ??), 
was born at Perry, New York, May 15, 1826; came in 1843 to sections 13, 14, 
Delavan: married first, Mary Ann, daughter of Henry Mallory, Deceinber 21, 
1848; she died December 29, 1873, at Delavan village, whither he had moved. 
Hie iarried, second, November 29, 1877, Mrs. Helen C., daughter of Peter 
Millspaugh Keeler and Prudence Sturtevant and widow of William Crary. 
He died December 17, 1902. Ile was proprietor of a livery stable, and he 
was for twenty-three years a member of the county board. His son Seth 
Henry was twice sheriff of this county. Other children were, John H. (mar- 
ried Mav Howe), Pamelia, Ella. 

IKINNER HOoLLisTER, son of Isaac Hollister and Elizabeth Newcomb, 
had ancestors John’ °, Joseph*, Capt. Timothy*. Fle was born January 13, 
1783: married June 5. 1805, Mary, daughter ot Lemuel Winchell: bought gov- 
ernment land in Darien and Richmond; died April 28, 1850. Mrs. [lollister 
was born September 8, 1784; died February 3, 184y. Of their children, 
Cyrenus N., Lemuel, and William came to Darien. 

Cyrenus Newcomb I[lollister was born at Olive, Ulster county, New 
York, December 11, 1808; married May 7, 1837, Maria Catharine, daughter 
of Alexander Latiner and Nellie Smith; came in 1839 to Darien; in 1866 to 
Delavan: died January 8, 1890. His wife was born at Middletown, New 
York, December 22.1816. Their children were Uriah Schutt (married lemma 
QO. Morrison): Kinner Neweomb (married Fanny M. Tilden): Eugene B. 
(Qanarried Nellie V. Jones): Lilhan (Mrs. A. Hastings Kendrick) > Wolham 
Cyrenus; Elmer Latimer. 

Lemucl Hollister was born at Dryden, Totnpkins county, October 12. 
(818; married Gertrude Ann. daughter of .\lexander Latimer, January 26, 
1842: came to Darien in 1844; was living in 1902. His wife was born Janu- 
ary 26, 1842: died October 10, 1902. [excepting Melbourne H. (1857-1go4) 
their children, if there were more, are not found in records. 

Wilham Hollister was born at Dryden, May 17, 1811: came in 1&38 to 
Darien; married Sarah Van Aernam. January 1, 1848; died June 26, 1884, 
leaving children: Charles and Nellie (Mrs. James Carter, of Daricn). 


(34) 
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SetH L, Houuister, son of Elisha Hollister and Jane Thompson, was 
descended from John! 7 3, Benjamin? ®. He was born at Chatham, New York, 
July t9, 1792; married Catherine Brigham, April 12, 1818; died March 16, 
1867. His wife was born at Great Barrington, Massachusetts, February 10, 
(796; died at East Delavan, May 12, 1868. Children: Catherine Jane (Mrs. 
Etthu G. Eaton); Laura (Alrs. Harrison Barnes) ; Edward Brigham (married 
Harriet Eaton) : Henry George: James Heath (married Elizabeth Wilhanis) : 
Milton L. (married Hannah Eliza Barnes). 

Joseri1 TruMBULL IsuHam ( Enoch’, Joseph*, Timothy*, Isaae?, John’), 
son of Ifnoch Isham and AMlary Carver, was born at Bolton, Connecticut. .\ug- 
ust 19. 1815. While he was very young his parents moved to Smyrna, Chen- 
ango county. Ile married January 28, 1841, Mary Jane, daughter of James 
Sturtevant and Lovina Yaw, at Earlville; came in 1847 to Sugar Creek, where 
he lived as farmer and blacksmith, and oeceasionally as town officer, until his 
removal to Elkhorn about 1886, where he died November 7, 1902.  Alrs. 
Isham was born in Washington county, New York, November 11, 1822, died 
April 21, i891. .\ child died young. The other children were Helen Mary 
(Mrs. Wallace Ilartwell) ; Fred Willard; Dora (Irs. Frank Hendrix), Henry 
Devillo: Reta (Mrs. .\rthur Wales). Enoch Isham, born at Bolton, July 29, 
1787: died at Delavan, June 21, 1880; had a son Devillo K. (1828-1905) un- 
married. Mr. Isham’s mother’s mother, Esther Trumbull, was of the historic 
family of her name. 

Wittram WILLarp IsuH.amyson of Enoch and Mary, was born at Smyrna. 
March 24, 1820; was apprenticed to a carriage maker; in 1842 was master of 
a shop at Earlville; married March 1, 1843, Elual Newcomb Francis, daugh- 
ter of Levi and Hannah Francis, and had six ehildren, of whom Francis 
Devillo was a soldier of Company IX, Forty-ninth Infantry, and Charles 
Trombull was for many years a railway postal clerk. In 1845 Mr. Isham. 
with Charles H. Sturtevant, and later with Joseph Walton, began a steadily 
increasing business of wagon making, and found distant markets for their 
products. In 1869 he became a hardware dealer. In 1855 he was assembly- 
man elected over Josiah Dodge: was a trustee of the school for the deaf: and 
a town officer. Ile died November 26, 1876. Mrs. Isham was born in Wash- 
ington county, New York, November 30, 1822, and died June 15, 1901. 

Tiromas JAMeEs, of an old colonial family, was born in the town of Rich- 
mond, Rhode Island, June g, 1782; married Doreas Perry (who died in April, 
1843): served as sheriff of Washington county and as a member of the Legis- 
lature; came from Providence early in 1838 to township 3. range 15, and was 
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one of a group of Khode [slanders who named the town Richmond: married 
JOltee2 2 woteaiits. Sara Stowell (who died July 36, 1867); moved to 
Delavan in 1854; died June 17, 1858. Children of Dorcas: Fanny (Mrs. 
Gardner Nenyou) : Nancy (Mrs. Joseph Barber) ; Hannah (Mrs. Robert Sher- 
man); Susan (Mrs. Asa Congdon); Thomas P.; George E. (married first, 
Elizabeth Odell, second, Ellen Delaney): Doreas (Mrs. Jonathan Chureh) : 
Mary (Mrs. Elijah Belding) ; Robert H. (married Mary R. Paul): Sarah T. 
(Mrs. David Irish): Elizabeth (1830-1891). wife of Earl M. Irish (1829- 
18g). 

Tiromas Perry James, son of Thomas and Dorcas, was born fame 15, 
1816; eame with parents to Richmond in 1838; married Elizabeth, daughter 
of Daniel MecClary, November 25, 1852; died in October, 1896. Fle was one 
of the “solid men” of his town, was one of the organizers of the Citizens Bank 
of Delavan, aud in general terms. was a worthy representative of an old and 
honorable American family. Mrs. James died January 9, 1903, leaving her 
six children: Dorcas erry (second wife of Rev. Charles Albert Hobbs) : 
Thomas; Daniel M.: Susan (Mrs. Charles [1]. Barker): Eliza S, (a teacher) ; 
Fanny Louisa (Ars. Rev. Ralph Waller Hobbs). Charles .\. and Ralph W. 
Hobbs are respectively father and son. 

Joun JEFFERS was born in Lisburn parish, county .\ntrim, Ulster, in 
1822: came tn infaney to Oneida county, New York; married Flora .Ann .\rm- 
strong; came 12 1852 to Sharon, where he proved himself a useful addition to 
the muscle and the mind of the town. Ile was a zealous member of the .\gri- 
cultural Society, ready and able to talk, write and work in its interest. In 
1864 he was member of .\ssembly, elected as an independent candidate agaist 
Alanson H. Barnes. In i871 he served for another session, having beaten 
mee Cole, li 1572 he supported the Greeley ticket, and soon afterward 
became an out-and-out Democrat. He died lebruary 22, 1890. He was a 
member of the Methodist chureh at Darien, a cheerful Christian, tolerant of 
many differences of belief, and kindly disposed toward all mankind. 

TRUMAN JoNEs (1783-1833) was son of Amasa and .\zubah. [le mar- 
ried Elizabeth (born 1789), daughter of Stephen Kinne (or Kenney), who 
was son of Gideon Kinne and Thankful Hewitt. Triman died in Cortland 
county, probably, for his widow came with part of her eleven cluldren froim 
that county to Darien in 1838, and she was living in 1860. These sons and 
daughters, as here known, were: 1.—Loren Kenney (1812-1861), married 
Laura H. (1814-1883), daughter of Tlomer and Rachel Greenman. 2.— 
Lyman (1813-1889). married Mary Bean. 3.—Parley W. 4.—Rowena 
(1815- Weewite Of Newton NtcGraw. 5§—dMary NM. (1816-1873), wtte 
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of Israel Stowell. 6—Santord (1820-18604) (wife Levina), soldier of 
Company F, Thirty-fifth Infantry, and captain of Company A, Thirty-seventh 
Infantry; died in service. 7.—Arimathea (1827-1872), wife of Joseph F. 
Lyon. 8.—Horatio. 

- DANIEL KEENEY was son of Ebenezer Keeney and Lois Locke, probably 
from Connecticut to St. Lawrence county, New York. Daniel was born De- 
cember 29, 1799; married at Lisbon, April 17, 1822, Margaret, daughter of 
Robert Lytle and Esther Lytle (probably cousins) ; came to this county before 
1847; lived in Geneva, Delavan, and Elkhorn; died March 27, 1884. Mar- 
garet was born May 6, 1803: died July 27, 1881. Of their children were: 
Laura (Mrs. Nelson Fairchild) ; Mary Jane (Irs. Leander Waffle) ; Wilham 
Ebenezer (married Ann Goldthorp); Alvira (Mrs. Alfred Sherman) ; Esther 
(wife of Loren Latham, a brother of [follis) ; Lucy Ann (Mrs. Alvin Emory 
Beals) ; Margaret Maria (Mrs. Joseph Goldthorp) ; Daniel Wilson (married 
Mary Hall) ; Loania (wife of Aaron Hickock and of George Taylor). 

ALBERT KEEP was son of Chauncey Keep (1784-1853) and Prudence 
(1789-1863), daughter of Parmenio Wolcott and wife Mary. The older 
Keep ancestors were John’, Samucl*, John*®, Capt. Caleb?, and were of Con- 
necticut. Prudence was a descendant of Roger Wolcott. Mr. Keep was 
born at Homer, New York, April 30, 1826; came from fredonia with Henry 
(1820-1897), his brother, to Whitewater in 1847 and formed a partnership 
In retail business with Philander Peek. In 1851 Peek & Keep went into the 
wholesale trade in dry goods at Chicago. About 1856 Mr. Keep turned his 
attenuion to city real estate. Among his affairs was to secure the right of way 
through the city for the Chicago and Northwestern Railway Co., of which 
he became a director in 1865 and its president in 1883. His administration 
was vigorous and up-building. He died at Chicago about 1908. This consin, 
John Martin Neep (1813-1861), of Beloit, was judge of the first circuit 1856- 
8, and was accounted one of the ablest men on the bench of the state. 

ALPronso G. KELLAM, son of Flarvey and Julia (Davis). a¥as born at 
Scottsville. near Rochester, New York, December 7, 1840; caine to Elkhorn 
about 1857 and studied law in the office of Winsor & Smith. Ile was an 
unusually bright student and readily digested whatever he learned. He was 
adnutted to the bar in 1859 and practiced at Delavan until 1862, when he re- 
ertuted Company 1, Twenty-second Infantry, and became its captain; in 
186.1 he was conmissioned as major: was mustered out of service in Tune, 
1805, after an active and most creditable service of nearly three years. He 
married at Snuthville, New York, October 23, 1865, and returned to law 
practice at Delavan with Alfred S. Spooner as partner, In the earlier seventies 
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he went to Chamberlain, Dakota, and became the first chief-justice of the state 
of South Dakota. Several years later he resigned and went to Spokane, 
where he died June 15, 1909, leaving his wife and a son, Fred W. Kellam, a 
lavsyer of that city. 

AvuGusTUS CAESAR KINNE was son of Ehas Kinne and Lydia, daughter 
of Jesse (son of Abraham) Rundell. [His father. who died at Sugar Creek, 
June 29, 1854, was son of Nathaniel, son of Stephen, son of Jolin, son of John, 
son of William, of New London. Augustus C. was born at Norwich, New 
York, December 3, 1808; came in 1838 to Troy and later to Sugar Creek, for 
which town he was a member of the county board in 1843. In 1854 he married 
Cecilia, daughter of James Oliver Rosencrans (Dr. Simeon’, Col. John’, 
Alexander*?, Harman Hendrick').. Fle was a teacher and a farmer. He was 
a member of the second constitutional convention; and in 1848, 1857, 1861 he 
was defeated Democratic candidate for assemblyman against Enos J. [azard. 
Butler G. Noble, and Sylvester Hanson. He died January 23, 1863. His 
wife was born at Walpack, New Jersey, May 12, 1832, and died at Irwin. 
Virginia, May 18, 1892. His children: Mary (A\lrs. Walter E, Lauderdale). 
Dr. Edward, of Elkhorn; Herbert, a lawyer of Milwaukee. 

Jesse RUNDELL KINNE, son of Elias and Lydia (Rundell), was born at 
Norwich, Novmeber 26, 1803; married January 14, 1829, Sarah, daughter of 
Isaac U. Wheeler and Lavina Duncan; came in 1843 to Sugar Creek, where 
he owned more than three hundred and fifty acres of land, and knew how tuo 
thrive by good farming: died March 24, 1886. Mrs Winne was born Janu- 
ary, 1809: died November 1, 1873. Children: Charles (married Jane. 
daughter of Daniel Bigelow): Lavina (Mrs. Ezra Resolved Day): George 
(married Mary E., daughter of James W. Field). Mr. Ninne was one of the 
ancient county Democracy,—often seen in conventions, but never in official 
places, excepting when his Republican neighbors did not like all of their ticket 
for town office. 

WILLIAM ALLEN KyILans, son of Daniel and Sarah .\llen. was born in 
vorthern Ireland, November 22, 1833; came with parents and brothers to 
Richmond in 1849: in 1861 enlisted in Company I, Thirteenth Infantry, and 
was successively first sergeant, second and first licutenant and was transferred 
to Company G as its captain: mustered out late in 1865 at San Antonio, Texas. 
He served at Huntsville. Alabama, as provost-inarshal and was in all ways a 
capable and trustworthy soldier. He married lebruary 20. 1867, Tleanor 
Frances, daughter of Samuel Stewart and Margaret Mitchell, became a farm 
owner and prospered steadily. In his turn he was president of the Agricul- 
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tural Society, of which he was a working member. Fle was seven terms a 
member of the county board for Richmond.  Idis clerical and business quali- 
fications were good, and he was often appointed executor of wills or admin- 
istrator of valuable estates. Jike Messrs. Bell, Coon, Curtiss, Kinne, Latham, 
Oatinan, Page. Stebbins, Treat, Willis and others, he reckoned it honorable to 
be often a defeated candidate on Democratic legislative and county tickets. 
He was for several years a member of the county soldiers’ relief committe. 
About 1883 he moved to Whitewater. In 1893 he went to Shgo to administer 
an estate of something lke twenty thousand pounds value, having been named 
it an aunt's will as her executor. Jn the second Cleveland adiministration 
he had much influence with Senators Vilas and Mitchell in the distribution of 
postmasterships within the county. He moved to a farm near Beloit in 1894, 
where he died June 25, 190y. His children were William Arthur, .\lice 
Elizabeth, Daniel Amos. 

Prirps \WaALDo LAKE was born at 11oosich = Ven) Ore pr ile ape 
was a soldier of the war of 1812; married Rebeeca, daughter of John Beards- 
ley ; caine about 183g to Big loot Prairie, where he bought about six hundred 
acres of land. Ile was a member of the Assembly of 1854, having been pre- 
ferred by his district to Capt. Abert T. Wheeler. He died .\ugust 17, 1860. 
Mrs, Lake was born at Riclield, New York Bags, 1602. died May 22, 
1884. Bir. lake turned in early life to the servige an religion, ander 
damned as a Baptist clergvinan. Tle was one of the earhest in the work of 
religious organization in the southern half of the county. 

IRA Prarr Larnarp, son of [hisha Larnard and Naney \ilson, had 
ancestors Wilham!', Isaac?, Benoni, Thomas’, Jonathan’, Fanning®, Moses‘, 
who marricd Sarali Pratt. tra was born at Waveriy, New York, January 20, 
S21; cate to Delavan in (S417 two or three vears later he bought a wagon- 
shop im which he worked about eight vears. In 1845 he became head of the 
dry-goods firin of Larnard, Batley & Company. with Enoch 1]. Ml. Bailey as 
working partner. tn 1859 he went to Pike’s Peak and returned. From 1869 
his business was that of imsurance agent, and from 1870 to 1890 inelusive, he 
was town clerk of Delavan and was treasurer of the Baptist society. Tle mar- 
ried September 6, 1808, Hlannah lida, daughter of Dr. Benont Bradway and 
Althea Vanderveer. She is yet living with one of ler four daughters) Mr. 
Larnard died May 2, 1912. He was of sound mind and clear memory to the 
end of his life, which was useful. well ordered, exemplary. 

Hlotuis Larctar (James***) Clilton’, Robert’) was fifth of nivéen chile 
dren of James Latham and Mary, daughter of .\ios Robinson and Bethany 
Jones. Pe was born Mareh t2. 1812, at Northheld. Vermont; learned enough 
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at home and at district school to make him a plain, good .\merican; came in 
1836 to Milwaukee and early in 1837 to Spring Prairie: joined Mr. Rockwell's 
party on its way to Elkhorn, and chose his home in the Genevan quarter, sec- 
tion 6. In April, 1838, he married Mrs. Lemira Lewis, daughter of Capt. 
Daniel Edwin Bradley and Elizabeth Sturgis. Tle served the town for many 
years as justice of the peace. the county as clerk of the board of commissioners 
and as a superintendent of the poor, the state as trustee of the sehool for the 
deaf, the town and county Democracy as its candidate for many defeats, the 
Republican party when it did not care to send Richard B. Flack to the .\s- 
sembly of 1862, the agricultural society for several vears as its secretary and 
several more as Its treasurer. In the second constitutional convention he had 
been a member of the committee on “executive, legislative, and adiiinistrative 
provisions.” Like his old friend Mr. Hollinshead, he had the unhesitating 
confidence of his fellow men, though there were many observable differences 
between these two “grand old men.” Mrs. Latham: was born June 21, 1806, 
and died July 25, 1885.- She left two sons, not now living: LeGrand, first- 
born of Elkhorn children, and Edward Marshall; also a daughter of her first 
marriage: Elizabeth .\nn Lewis, wife of Phineas C. Gilbert. Mr. Latham 
died lebruary 22, 1886.) Jlis brother Loren (1823-1897) lived forty-five 
vears In Geneva and at Elkhorn. 

EBENEZER LATIMER, son of Alexander Latimer (died 1867) and Nellie 
Smith, was born in Ulster county, New York, October 25, 1818. Ile was 
bred a carpenter, and in the city of New York was for some years a building 
contractor. Fle came in 1847 to Darien, where he bought a large farm. Ile 
married february 21, 184g. Elizabeth, daughter of Rial N. Weed and Ruth 
Austin. She was born in 1825 and died .\ugust 2, 1895. Their children 
were Pred E. and@ Wary J. @XIrs. Alonzo C. Goodrich). Mir. latuner came 
to Delavan in 1854. built an elevator, and with lus brother and Otho Bell was 
for some years in grain trade. In 1873 he became president of the lirst 
National Bank of Delavan, and at its dissolutton he opened the private bank 
ot E. Latimer & Co., of which he was at the head until rgo&. lle died Mareh 
24. 1910. tle was a cool-headed, capable. conservative business man: and on 
at least two occasions acted most serviecably as the city’s agent in adjustment 
of its Lusiness with the holders of its corporate bonds. Tle was a Jackson- 
Deuglas-Vilden-Cleveland Democrat, and a member of the Methodist church. 
lis sister. Maria Catharine. was wife of Cyreri@s NX. llollister. Tf brother, 
Tames Freer Latimer, was born in 1833 and died October 2g, 1gog. and was 


his partner in ether enterprises. 
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JAMES LAUDERDALE, son of Edward and wite Janet Elliott, was born at 
Cambridge, Washington county, New York, August 29, 1813; married in 
Livingston county, May 11, 1841, Margaret, daughter of James P. Stewart 
and Janet McNaughton; came to Lagrange in 1842; served on county board; 
was assemblyman in 1853, chosen over George G. Willams, and again in 
1856, chosen over Datus Ensign; died March 13, 1888. Irs. Lauderdale 
died October 1, 1909; their children were Jaines Edwardge olin. 
Amanda (Mrs. D. Judson Williams), Mary Eliza (AIrs. Chester B. Williams), 
and Walter Elliot. 

Mrs. \lary Evizapetit Lee, daughter of Ebenezer Chesebro and Anna 
Griswold, was born in Albany county, New York, July 22, 1815; in 1837 she 
was married to Nelson (son of Elon) Lee. He was born at Guilford, Con- 
necticut, March 1, 1814; lis parents went to Monroe county, New York, two 
years later. In 1847 Alr. and Alrs. Lee came to Darien; in 1333510 Siear 
Creek; in 1868 toa farm near Delavan. MIrs. Lee died at Sugar Creek, Octo- 
ber 13, 18go0. ™r. Lee died at \WWebster City, lomea, April 9, 1595. “It isutoid: 
with much color of truth, that she was hardly second to her father in his 
efforts to secure a state school for deaf children. Her son, Elon Nelson Lee 
(aiterward county superintendent of schools), was a soldier of Company A, 
Tenth Wisconsin Infantry. Tle was sick at Elizabethtown, Kentucky, when 
she went there in February, 1862. Hler niumistration was not restricted to him. 
She came home and pushed the work of the sanitary aid societies, and then 
went to find further service at the Louisville hospital. After the battle of 
Chaplin Flills she went to the hospitals at Danville. The next vear she re- 
turned with credentials, letters, or other helpful papers, from Gov. Solomon, 
Licutenant Governor Spooner, and the Chicago Sanitary .\id Society, and be- 
came well known to thousands of soldiers at Louisville, Nashville, and Mur- 
freesboro. [ler son wrote of his parents: “IT have said that 1f [ were as 
truthful and honest as my father, and had the courage, grit and leadership of 
my mother, | would feel satisfied.’ Yet their son has never been reckoned 
here as a degenerate, but. on the whole, quite worthy of such parentage. Known 
ancestors of Elon N. Lee were Nelson*, Hlon’) eober- tion’. of Gitar 

CirESTER DEMING Lonc, son of Flugh and Parnell, was born in Pem- 
broke, New York, February 15, 1819. He came with his father to Darien in 
IS3y, and married November 1, 1843, Laura Ann (1826-1893), daughter of 
Zebulon T. lee and Sabra, daughter of Orange Carter. In r&51-2 he served 
a term as register of deeds, and Ins records show that he was a competent 
and neat-handed officer. In 1860 he was elected member of Assembly for one 
session, Over Charles .\. Hutchins and David Coon, Jr. Tle died June 15, 
1884. Mrs. Long died January 31, 1892. 
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Isaac Lyon, son of Thomas Lyon and Benjamina Valentine, had older 
ancestors. [homas’ *, Jonathan*, Capt. David‘. His father and grandfathers 
were soldiers of the Revolution. He was born at Nine Partners, Dutchess 
county, April 4, 1795; served in the war of 1812; married at Chatham, New 
York, April 2, 1814, Eunice, daughter of Capt. Uriel Coffin. She was born 
April 2, 1800; died October 3, 1848. Isaac, with brothers David, Thomas and 
Wailham Fletcher and their father, caine in 1837 to Hudson (Lyons) and were 
among the founders of the village at the mill. He died December 15, 1884, 
and was buried at Delavan, whither his father’s and his wife's relics were re- 
moved trom Lyons. His son, William Penn, ex-chief-justice of the state 
supreme court, is living near Sacramento. His daughter, Maria C., was wife 
of Amos Phelps, of Delavan, son of Jeremiah and Margaret. Volume VI, 
Wisconsin Historical Collections (1872), mentioned him as the depositor in 
the Historical Society's cabinet of his large and interesting collection of curios- 
ities, the labor of years, and as “our venerable friend and benefactor’: and in 
Volume XN it is noted (for 1884) that he ‘continues, voluntarily and without 
recompense to supervise the cabinet department with the same intelligent zeal 
and interest as in former years.” 

JosepH Fuster Lyon (Isaac", David®, Edward?, Samucl*, William? '), 
son of Isaac Lyon and Sarah Blodgett, was born at Harford, Susquehanna 
county, Pennsylvania, Apri] 23, 1825; came to Waukegan in 1844: to Wood- 
stock in 1850; to Darien in 1854. He married July 26, 1854, at Beloit. 
Arunathea, daughter of Truman Jones and Elizabeth Kinne. .\ few years 
later he went to California and soon returned to Darien. where he studied Jaw 
and in 1864 was admitted to practice. He served a few terms as justice of 
the peace, eight terms as inember of the county board, and in 1868 as assen- 
man, chosen over Julius .\. Treat. In 1875 he was appointed clerk of the 
circuit court, and served a full term by election. From 1875 to his death, 
December 12, 1902, his home was at Elkhorn. Mrs. Lyon, who was grand- 
daughter of Amasa and Azubah Jones, and whose mother was daughter of 
Stephen Kinne and granddaughter of Gideon Ninne and Thankful Hewitt. 
died November 7, 1872, leaving children, Ari May (Mrs. C. W. lerson), Jay 
Forrest (now county judge), and Vernette M. (Mrs. George M. Dunhan). 
Mr. Lyon married December 10, 1873, .\meha L., daughter of Leander Dodge 
and Harriet, daughter of Orange Carter. She was born at Darien, May 17, 
1840; clied at Chicago, October 10, 1g06. Mr. Lyon was an intelligent student 
of legal principles, and was an ingenious reasoner. Ile had also a marvelous 
memory of the statute books, himself almost a living index to their contents.— 
often able to stand in court and trace a chapter from Its passage in the forties 
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through one or more amendments to its repeal in the seventies, he looking back- 
ward trom eighties or nineties. Besides, he was a part of the age in which he 
lived, in touch with its spirit. and moving forward with its progress; ana, 
moreover, was one of the kindest of men and neighbors. His brother, Charles 
Lysander, born September 1, 1829, has been coroner since 1883. 

ROBERT LyTLE inarried Esther Lytle. Both were of the north of Ireland, 
and were children of immigrants. They had children: ]lsaae (inarried Nancy 
Armstrong) ; Elizabeth (Mrs. Jobn Armstrong) : Luey (Mrs. Willian Lytle) ; 
Wilham (married Nelly Lytle); James (married Chloe Haskins, and Eliza- 
beth tienry) 7 \lareanetlis: Danielinecene. 

A brother of Robert or of Esther had children: Samuel (his second wife, 
Mrs. Harriet Campbell Magee); Nelly (wite of above mentioned William 
Lytle) ; Willian (married above-named Lucey Lytle) ; James: John. 

Samuel Lytle and his first wife had a daughter Mary, wife of Jaimes 
dam Flack. Of his second wife, Harriet (Campbell) Alagee. were Samuel, 
whose wife Arvilla is danghter of James Adam Flack’s second wite, Martha 
Armstrong: Thomas (married Sylvia Rust): Henry (married Juha, daughter 
of Richard Dotter) Lonisa (Nite Cian Cole. 

Thomas Morris McHucu was grandson of Lieut. Stephen MeHugh, of 
the British army, and son of Rev. Stephen MeHugh, of the early Episcopal 
church of Wisconsin. lis mother was Elizabeth, daughter of Berry Norris, 
of county Leitrim, Connaught. Thomas was born in Mohil parish, ot that 
county, November 22, 1822; had academic education; studied law at Utiea., 
New York: came in 1844 with lus father’s family to Delavan; admitted to 
practice, at I:lkhorn, in r849. He was seeretary to the Territorial Couneil in 
1847: a secretary of the second constitutional convention; was the first seere- 
tary of state for Wisconsin and gave form and order to the business of that 
office; chief clerk of the .\ssembly in 1853 and 1854. He died, unmarried. at 
Palatka, Florida, Mlarely ty, 1856. tle has heemperedited within 
activity, versatile mind, a winning address, a clear head, and a warm heart.” 

Thomas MeiwarcG, son of William, whose wife was named Dawson, was 
of a Scotch-Irish family of Ulster. He was born at Stewartstown, county 
Tyrone, December 12, 1812. Tle crossed the sea in 183i, and five vears were 
passed at Quebee and Detroit, part of that time as a teacher. In 1836 he was 
employed in the land-office survey of northern Whnois and southern Wisconsin. 
Ile chose a farm in section 29, north of Dueck Lake, and was employed in 
platting the village of Geneva; and kept so far in toneh with its citizens as to 
play the trombone in its earhest brass band, and to become a member of its 
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division of the Sons of Temperance. He was one of the earliest justices of 
the county and remained several vears in service. From (847 to 1853 he was 
county surveyor. He married July 25, r&40, .\senath, daughter of Robert 
Dunlap. a soldier of the Revolution, and Mary Letts. He died \ugust 24, 
88s. Mrs. MeNaig was born at Ovid, New York, December t1, 1811, and 
died at Elkhorn, March 25, 1906, They had six children, of whom a daughter 
and three sons are living. Mrs. MelWaig, in her old age, joined the Milwaukee 
Chapter of the Daughters of the .\merican Revolution, and in recognition of 
her now unusual! qualification for such membership she received from that body 
a gold spoon of an appropriate device. 

SAMUEL MAL Lory (David? 4, Benjamin®, Joseph?,. Peter!), son of David 
Mallory and Sarah [ldridge, was born at Sharon, Connecticut, .\pril 18, 1798: 
lived a moving hfe in Broome, Cortland, Tompkins and Yates counties, as 
farmer, wool-carder, chair-maker, innkeeper. Fle married, first, Naney 
Hooper, July 28, 1821, at Homer; she was born Mareh 19, 1797; died January 
etoe tie inartied, second, 11 Tompkins county, May 2, 1829, Jane 
Frances, daughter of .\mmos Hart and Sarah Eldridge—the latter his mother’s 
cousin, perhaps. In 1844 he came to Elkhorn, bought a farm, and for four 
vears kept the hotel at Walworth and Broad streets. In 1846-7 and in 1855-6 
he was county treasurer, and was once treasurer of the Agricultural Society. 
He retired from his farm, within the village, and moved a few rods eastward 
about 1877. Fle died April 2, 1897—sixteen days before the end of his ninety- 
ninth vear. [fis daughters. all of the second marriage, were Nancy Jane (Alrs. 
Henry Bradlev), Ruth Aim (Airs. Stansbury Ogden), Anstis .\lnura (Airs. 
Wilham Augustus Barlow), and Betsey Franees (Alrs. Robert Flarkness). 
Of these the first only is living. 

SANGER MARSH (christened Jedidiah Sanger, and quite probably a near 
relative of Judge Sanger, the namesake of Sangerfield, Oneida county, New 
York) was son of \Wolcott Alarsh. fle was born at .\lexander. New York, 
August 27, 1815; passed from farm to eounter at Nunda and Attica; and 
married Flarriet M, Ilorton at Nanda in 1841. She died January 22, 1843, 
leaving a son. Mr. Marsh came to Whitewater in 1845 and went into retail 
business with John S. Partridge. Te married Chelsea Pratt in January, 1851, 
whence three daughters. In 1864 he became president of the Mrst National 
Bank of Whitewater. Ele died October 29, 1872. [hs son, George Sanger 
Marsh, was born at Nunda, January 17, 1843: married May 20, 1874, Rebecea 
Jane, daughter of Jabez Wight and Rebecea Garrett Worrell. [ler older 
ancestors were Thomas!, {fenrv?, Joseph?, Jabez', John’ ". Mr. Marsh is now 
president of the Citizens State Bank of \Whitewater, 
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EBENEZER MARTIN and his second wife, Joanna Fawcet, had sons Orra, 
John and Josiah. Two of these and a son of the third came to Spring Prairie. 
The family was of Mansheld, Tolland county, Connecticut, and may have been 
earlier of Bristol county, Massachusetts. It is not known that others of their 
name, in the county, were related to them. 

CirARLES MARTIN was a son of Josiah Martin and Rachel, daughter of 
Titus Williams. He was born at Harvard, Delaware county, New York, 
November 12, 1818. He had a fair education and was well bred to farming. 
Ile came to the vicinity of Vienna in 1844. He married May 6, 1846, his 
cousin, Elizabeth, daughter of John Martin and Huldah Cornell. She was 
born at Mansfield, May 11, 1821; died November 11, 1850. Mr, Martin mar- 
ried November 24, 1853, Caroline Matilda, daughter of Samuel Fowle and 
Harriet Ingraham. He came to Elkhorn and died March 4, 1906. Mirs. 
Martin was born April 21, 1834; died January 31, 1892. Of five children 
three died early. Deha is widow of Emory Willams. Helen is county super- 
intendent of schools. Mr. Martin was an early member of the County Agri- 
cultural Society and was once its president. For many years he was superin- 
tendent of the Baptist Sunday school at Spring Prairie, once one of the best- 
attended of any in the county. He was one who passed readily among men 
as an intelligent Christian gentleman. 

Joun Martin, son of Ebenezer and Joanna, was born at Mansfeld, 
April 4, 1793. Ite had a fair education and much natural abilitv. He was 
onee a member for his town of the lower honse of the Legislature. and was also 
judge of the Mansfield probate district. (One or more towns of Connecticut 
may constitute such a district. and in Judge Martin’s time there were cighty- 
six such districts in the state.) Ile married Wuldah Cornell, and their children 
were: [Ebenezer (married Lucia, daughter of Charlies High, of Bloomheld), 
Elizabeth (Mis. Charles Tart), loania (wite oleae), son Of Ney om 
Martin), John (married Mrs. Mary (Cornell) Nonroe, his cousin), Timothy 
(married Laitra Welly). Judge Marin came to@epring Prairie sins 
bringing with him his title for the convenience of his new neighbors. Ile died 
June tg, 1871. Huldah was born in 1795; died October 26, 1844. 

Orra MartTIN, son of Ebenezer and Joanna, was born at Mansfield, Jan- 
uury 25, 1791. While yet a young man le became a Baptist clergyman. His 
wife was Polly S.. daughter of Augustus Mitchell. Of their children, Dr. 
Cicorge |’. lived in Racine county, and John H. lived near Vienna. The latter 
married, first, foanna Woodiman; second, Adeline Decker. Elder Martin was 
widely known to members of his denomination tn this state. Ile and John H. 
Martin were Democrats, while their relatives were all Republicans. [elder 
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Martin was found dead in his bed, January 14, 1885. Other children, at home 
with parents in 1860, were Juliette S., Carlos D., Thomas M. 

ALBERT L. Mason. son of Darius B. Mason and Harriet C. Starr (early 
settlers of Sharon), was born at Cooperstown, New York, August 23, 1824; 
came to Sharon in 1840; married in 1847 Sophronia, daughter of \William 
Joiner; was postmaster 1850-3 at Sharon village; member of Assembly in 
1879—clected without opposition; died March 26, 1896. His father had been 
a meinber ot the county board, and lis son, Darius L., is named in later official 
lists of the town. 

Asa Lewis Maxon, Jr., was born in Rensselaer county, New York, May 
5, 1802; lived in Madison and Jefferson counties between 1825 and 1853; 
came to section 27, Walworth, and bought a large farm. His wife was Julia 
Ann Read (1823-1897). He died May 5, 1882. Four sons were named: 
Edgar Read (1823-1907) married Emily Wilson, daughter of .\ustin Rogers; 
Henry J. (1826-1892) married Phoebe Howland; Irrancis W. (1805-1887) 
married Mary L. Colburn; Dr. Joseph S. married Anna, daughter of .\nson 
Goodrich, 

Deacon Alfred Maxon (1785-1858) had wife Mary (1787-1864). Tle 
may have been an elder brother of Asa 1... Niaxon. Clark P. Maxon, born in 
1818, married Lucy Ann Kinney. His relationship, if any there was, is not 
shown. The presence, in the saine town, of Maxons and Maxsons makes some 
uncertainty as to the correct spelling for any individual. 

Cot. JAMES MAXWELL was born at Guilford, Vermont, about 1785. The 
story of his early and middle life is but scantily told. He must have had a fair 
education and some experience in business. Ile lived for some time in Penn- 
sylvania and in Indiana, and at the time of Black Elawk’s war was at Chicago, 
aud at that time, probably. was one of Governor Reyuolds’s militia colone!s. 
The records of the adjutant-general’s office. at Springfield, might make this 
clear. Coming with Dr. Philip S., his younger half-brother, to Lake Geneva, 
he left that theatre of war and made a peaceable settlement in Walworth, where 
he and‘his son, and with them the Doctor, bought Itberally in sections 15, 24, 
26, 27. Fle was a member of the upper house of the second and third Legis- 
lative .\ssemblies for the joint district of Rock and Walworth, 1838-42. [t is 
not known when he left the county, but, at the organization of the State His- 
torical Society, in 1849. he was present from Sauk county. It is said that he 
died about 1869. His son, James \lexander Maxwell, remained in Walworth 
long enough to find a place in the official list of that town. 

Puitip S. MAxweELL was born at Guilford, Vermont, April 1, 1799; 
was educated at the Cherry Valley Academy ; studied medicine and was grad- 
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uated from the Aledical Callege of New York: opened an office at Sacketts 
Tlarbor in 1832; about that time married Jerusha, daughter of Jabish and 
Icunice Moore, and was commissioned assistant-surgeon, United States Army: 
ordered in 1833 to Fort Dearborn; served also at Green Bay; in 1836, being 
again at Clicago, he, with his half-brother, Col, James Maxweil, invested in 
the contheting claims at Lake Geneva and in other Jand; was ordered to 
lorida in 1838, and later to Fort Smith: resigned tn 1842 and began success- 
ful practice at Chicago. Jn 1853 he became state treasurer of Illinois; but 
having built and occupied a summer home overlooking Geneva Lake in 1855, 
his office at Springheld was declared vaeant by reason of his non-residence in 
the state. Ile renounced Illmois citizenship and Democracy, and made his 
home at lake Geneva and his political bed with the Republican party; though 
it pleased him not to hear lis oid-line Whig associates rail at General Jackson, 
as they were rather wont to do. He died November, 1859: (iii ees 
horn December 28, 1804; died at Lake Genéva, Mareh 277 1675.5 siete 
wells family may be regarded as pioneers of the now numerous lakeside- 
dwelling Chicagoans. 

Lor Mlayo, son of Elisha, was born at .\u@tista, New York, in 1so3e 
moved with his father to Chautauqua county, near Mayville, whence both came 
ithe early forties to Elkhorn. te had married successively two daughters 
of Samuel Tubbs and Polly lrost,—the second wife named Jane, who was 
born in i81rroand died at Elkhorn, Oetober 20, 1849. His father died the 
sanie day, aged seventy-five. Of one or both of these marriages were sons 
Andrew, Samuel and [ehsha. In 1853 he became postmaster at lkhorn: and, 
having secured reappointment, he married, third, Alrs. .\imanda, daughter of 
Suneon DeWitt Corbin and widow (since 1846) of lfrastus Hubbard. Of 
this marriage was one child, Zaida. He died January 3. 1870. Mrs. Mayo 
died November 26, 1893, leaving also a son, DeWitt Pratt Hubbard. Mr. 
Mayo was a working Ifreemason, and for some years master of the lodge at 
[Ukhorn. fle insisted constantly that no man could be a good and true Mason 
without obedience to the moral Jaw, and his own conduct squared with this 
profession. He was also a working Democrat, and his political reading had 
made hina fairly formidable opponent in the partisan debates or wrangles of 
lus time, 

Jesse Meacuaam was born at Burlington, Otsego county, December 10, 
1791; served as a soldier of the war of 1812).aidiis a prisoner a. een early 
lost by shipwreck at the mouth of the St. Lawrence: afterward became a 
major, by a governor's commission or by the courtesy of his neighbors; came 
to Lodi, Michigan, soon after his marriage. in 1828, to Patience Wallace. 
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widow of his brother James, whose children he made his own. Having visited 
Honey Creek valley in 1835 he came with his family and a few friends in 
1536, settled a town and founded a village. He died July 24, 1868. Patience 
was born July 20, 1794: died March 12, 1875. Fler children were: Urban 
Dunean (married Prudence Geddes), Edwin Wallace (married [Emeline M. 
McCracken), Edgar (married Sarah Mason). 

Urban D. Meaeham's son, William Pitt. was born September 27, 1836, 
first native of Troy. Ile married Celesta J.. daughter of Stephen Simith. of 
Monroe, Wisconsin, and returned in 1865, after twenty-one years absence, to 
his grandfather's place. He died there November 3, 1911. 

ZERAIL MEAD was born at Rutland, Vermont, June 4, 1800; from 1825 
to 1832 worked a woolen factory at Waddington, St. Lawrence county; mar- 
ried lrama, danghter ot James Mott and .\bigail Barnum, October 6, 1832: 
came to Whitewater m 1837 and bought land in seetion 15. He was one of 
the several] justices of the peace appointed by Governor Dodge for the county 
i 1838 and becaine aged and gray in that office. .\ son, James M. Mead, died 
in military service at Helena in 1863. Squire Mead was assemblyman in 1852, 
having deteated Willard Stebbins. He died March 23, 1875. Mrs. Mead was 
born November t7, 1813: died .\pril 30, 1808. 

PEREZ MERRICK was born January 28, 1766; married Hannah Williston 
in 1789: lived at Franklin, Delaware county, New York. His ancestors, 
Thomas? and wife, Elizabeth Tilly: James? and wife, Sarah [litchcock: 
Joseph? and wife, Mary Leonard; Joseph*t and wife, Deborah Leonard. Perez 
and ITannah had elildren: Gordon (died at Akron), Perez, Roderick, .\ustin 
L.. Alonzo (married Samantha Wvlie). Flavia (Mrs. Sainmuel White). 

Col. Perez Merrick was born June 12, 17y2; married Jerusha, daughter 
of Dr. S. Eutchinson; came to this county in 1836; was.one of the earliest 
justices of the peace: died .\ugust 25, 1854. His daughter Julictte was wife 
ot Horace Coleman. His son, Perez H.. born June g, 1825, married Mary .\., 
daughter of Nicholas and Mary Briggs, and had a son, Orlando Briggs. 

Roderick Merrick was born .\ugust 5. 1794: married Rebecca Gates, Jan- 
uary 24, 1828; came to Spring Prairie in 1837; died May 18, 1870. Tis wite 
was born July 16, 1806: died February 24. 1895. Their children were: 
Flavia (Mrs. .\lonzo Daniels), Ilannah Rose (Alrs. German Moore), Gordon 
Williston (married Celeste Annette, daughter of Jeremiah Sheffield and THan- 
nah Gardner Smith), Osear D. (married Emily, daughter of Nathaniel Bell 
and Sarah Cook), Elnora, Albert H. 

Austin Leonard Merrick was born January 2, t&807:; came to Spring 
Prairie in 1836: married December 12, 1839. Esther Celestia Cook, who eft 
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seven children; married July 28, 1856, Gratia Putnam, daughter of Josiah 
Crane and wife Ruth; died December 19, 1887. His wife, Gratia P., was 
horn May 20, 1815; died December 16, 1900. Mr. Merrick’s children were: 
Leroy Williston (married Luella J. Ellsworth), Josephine Louisa (Mrs. John 
H. Norton), Esther Priscilla, Augusta Deborah (Mrs. Vernon H. Raleigh), 
Agnes Flavia (Mrs. Frank Jones), Dr. Jerome Cass, Irene Celestia. 

Ezra AMES MuLrorp was born in Albany county, New York, in 1804; 
studied medicine at the neighboring medical college; practiced for some years 
in his native state; married Zilpha Packard (born June, 1804). a native of 
New Flampshire, and came in 1845 to the town of Walworth. In 1847 he 
was a member of the committee on general provisions at the constitutional 
convention, but took little part in the work of that body. He continued in 
medical practice in Walworth until his death, November 1, 1861. He had six 
children. 

CHARLES .\uGusTUS Noyes (.\bel’, Moses®, Joseph? ?°, Rev. James’, 
Rev. Wilham’), was son of Abel Noyes and Sophia Shepard Hatch (Tim- 
othy" ° 4, Benjamin®, Jonathan?, Thomas’), daughter of Timothy Hatch and 
Abigail, daughter of Moses Porter and Sarah Kilham. Fle was born in Otsego 
county, New York, September 3, 1812; improved his cominon school educa- 
tion by judicious reading; went to Buffalo in 1830 as a shipping clerk; came 
to Chicago in 1836, and thence to Geneva, where he bought, with his cousin, 
Orrin Hatch Coe, one-fourth interest in Brink’s claim to the mill-site. This 
share of the bone of contention was soon sold to R. Wells Warren, whose 
sister, Nancy Page, daughter of Thomas Warren and sAnna_ Page, 
was married to Mfr. Noves, Jantary 23, 1837. Lefore the "endian 
the vear he recrossed the state line, made and sold claims; was_ post- 
master In 1839 at Tryon, [hnois; returned to Geneva in 1850 only to set out 
for California: in 1853 bought an interest in the water-power at Genoa 
Junction; again to Califorma in 1858, returning to Lake Geneva in 1872, 
where he died November 25, 1881. Record of Mrs. Noves’ birth and death 
is not found. Their children were: Ilelen .\ngusta (Alrs. Gilmore D. Fel- 
lows), Mary Hlizabeth (Mrs. Franklin Rowe). Charles Augustus (1841- 
1897), a soldier of the Civil war (married Jenny Lind, daughter ot Benjamin 
3. Flumphrey and Juliet Smith), Martha Irene (Mrs. James Ervin Fuller), 
Josephine .\manda (died early). 

Cyrip Leactt OATMAN was grandson of George and son of Eli Oatman 
and Mary, daughter of Jocl and Patience Symonds, of Pawlet, Vermont. (His 
father died May 30, 1851, aged seventy-four: his inother died lebruary 16, 
861, aged eighty.) Cyril, seventh of eleven children, was born at Middle- 
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town, Vermont, April 10, 1815. His sister. Calista (fourth child), was wife 
of Russell H. Mallory. In 1835 Ar. Oatman went to St. Louis; nr 1838 he 
came with Afr. Mallory to Geneva and (except a few years in }usiness at 
ast Troy) made his home there till his death, Mav 17, 1889. Ile served as 
under-sheriff for Mr. Mallory, and the two made the census of 1842. Being a 
Democrat, as weil as a man of property, character and alility, he was many 
times defeated on the county and legislative tickets of his party. .\ftter Alr. 
Maltlory’s death, March, 1852. his family was adopted by Mr. Oatman, who 
never married. . 

Ricwarp O'Connor was born at New York, March 17, 1816: married 
Elizabeth Morgan about 1846, and left the city by the sea for the city by lake 
and creek in the same vear. [le founded a good business in drugs and books,— 
the pioneer store at Whitewater in such goods. He was town assessor for 
more than twenty vears, and was among the earliest effective movers in the 
matter ot good walks and shaded streets. In business sense he was one of the 
builders of Whitewater. He died December 27, 1881, leaving a well-estab- 
lished business to two sons. 

ALBERT OGpEN (Zenas‘, Daniel®, John’, David’, Thomas*, David, 
John!), son of Zenas Ogden and Juha, daughter of Charles and Elizabeth 
Marsh, was born at Walton, New York, lebruary 1. 1815; came to Ailwau- 
kee in 1836, and joined himself to the founders of [:lkhorn. He married 
Charlotte, daughter of Peter Boyce, September 7, 1843; she diced July 25, 
1Sj4: his second wife was Emma Oricia, daughter of Miner \Watkins and 
Anna Barr, married .\pril 2g. 1847. Mr. Ogden made no ripple in pohties, 
nor was named on election tickets; but he was a Whig as long as Clay and 
Webster lived to lead. From 1854 he was a Democrat, and lived to vote for 
Palmer and Buckner. Fle prospered moderately and notselessly, and at Ins 
death, August 5, 1903, left a fair property and no cluldren. Alrs. Ogden was 
born at Stockbridge, Vermont, May, 1824; died at Etkhorn, November 29, 
1905. 

ZeENAS OGpEN, son of Damel Ogden and Phoebe. daughter of Moses 
Lindsley and frany Raynor, was born at Morristown, New Jersey, February 
3, 1799: married Julia, daughter of Charles and Ithzabeth Marsh (born 1794; 
died June 16, 1828); married again, in 6833. Melita Baird (born at Becket, 
Massachusetts, November 2. 1806; died at [etkhorn, December to, 1880) in 
1833; came in the forties to his farm in the southwestern quarter o f felkhorn ; 
died Decemler 12, 1861. Ile was a cousin of President \Wilhand B. Ogden, of 
the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company. In his middle life he was a 
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Whig, in later years a Republican. His eight children (three by second mar- 
riage) were Flarriet Thanktul (Alrs. Elijah Smith). Albert, lary Saas: 
Gabriel Smith Sawyer), Stansbury (married Ruth A. Mallory), Lucy (Mrs. 
A. Sidney Downs), George Washington (married Mary SI. Jewell), Henry 
(died voung), Elizabeth (Alrs. W. Frank Jewell). 

JouNn STANLEY PARTRIDGE, son of Stanley Partridge and Priscilla Ash- 
ley, was-born in Genesee county, New York, June 28, 1819; came, in 1846, to 
Whitewater and went with Sanger Marsh into general retail business, to which 
they later added grain-buying, having biult a large warehouse and elevator. 
In April, 1848. he married Henrietta M., daughter of Uriah Johnson, of 
Leroy, New York. In 1883 he became president of the Citizens National 
Bank. Tle died July 3, 1892. His wife was born Mareh, 1823: died Decem- 
ber 13, 1890. His earlier ancestors were George’) jolie) Georce: amie 
stephen", Rufus®. His children were, in) 1660) JP eAshles e@laremccase: 
Ernest G, 

Dan Prrecrs, son of Joseph Phelps and Jemima, daughter of Israel 
Post, had other ancestors: William? 7, Timothy?, Joseph? ®®. He was born 
at Lebanon, Connecticut, September 18, 1779; married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Israel King and Elizabeth Thompson; came from Darien, New York, to see- 
tion 1, Geneva, in 1842; died April 26, 1868. His wife was born April 18, 
1789: died July 3. 1864. Their children were Cyrus Ko Patnela (Ais) Sai 
uel P. Jenks), Sarah (Alrs. Eli Webber), Lavina (Mfrs. George Wickwire), 
dela iAlrs. Davide We iiliaiis jr 

Cyrus Ning Phelps was born at Darien, New York, July 4, 1818: mar- 
ried September 26, 1843. Adeline C., daughter of Thorp Willams and Clar- 
issa Peters: died October 24. 1899. Mars. Phelps was born at Darien, June 28, 
1822: died September 2, 1879. Their cluldren were N\sa \\.. Jane | eran 
[>., Arthur I14. M4 Phelps was a careful breeder ot fine sheep andieatie a 
thorough tarmer, and m some fair sense a model citizen and neighbor. 

Hexev Pitoenrx, son of John and wife Martha Alartin, was borneat 
Greenwich, New York, June 28, 1792; was apprenticed to a tanner at Tainted 
Post; after various business ventures he settled for a time at Perry, where he 
was postmaster. In 1836 he came with his brother, Col. Samuel F.. to Dela- 
van, and the two joined in platting the village and naming it. in mill-building, 
ina general store, and in real estate business. Ele had married. November, 1819, 
at Painted Post, Ann, daughter of John Jennings. They had eleven children. 
Ife died February 27, 1842. His widow was killed by a railway train while 
she was crossing an iey trestle-bridge west of the village. November 19, 1857. 
She had eleven children. Martha was wife of Aaron I]. Taggart. and Alary 
C. was wife of Joly fa ieines. 
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SAMUEL FAULKNER PHOENIX, son of Jolin and wite Martha Martin, 
was born December 23, 1798, probably in \WWashington county, New York. | lis 
father died about two years later and his mother was married to Joshua Bart- 
lett. It is conjectured that the family removed to Chenango county before 
reaching the town of Dansville, in the northwestern corner of Steuben county, 
where the boys learned the process and the business vf tanning. Samuel mar- 
ried October 24, 1822, at Sherburne, Chenango couuty, Sarah Ann, daughter 
of Samuel Kelsey and Elizabeth Carver. She was born in that county Septeim- 
ber 3, 1799, and died at Delavan, May 9, 1894. The brothers had gone, about 
1816, to Perry (then in Genesee county), and in the next few vears built a 
prosperous business as tanners and added general stores at Perry and Frank- 
linville to their enterprise. Jn 1827 Samuel became colonel of the Twenty- 
seventh New York Infantry, and at or about the same tine joined the Baptist 
church. In 1830 the brothers spilled their stock of alcoholic liquors and de- 
voted themselves to the cause of total abstinence. In 1835 Samuel was a 
delegate to the Utica convention, which formed the State .\nti-Slavery So- 
ciety. This was the meeting which was mobbed at Utica and was entertained 
OVecremtiteomith at Peterboro. In 1836 lie came to Spring Prairie, and set 
out in quest of a site for his ideal village, which he named, and concurred with 
Baker, Dwinnell and others in naming the county as worthily. Colonel 
Phoenix died September 6, 1842, from bihous colic. He had brought to Dela- 
van, with his military title, his business shrewdness, his endless activity, Is 
zeal for religious and moral reform, and lis mterest in public education. He 
preached at Delavan, Spring Prairie and at other settlements. He was a 
moving spirit in early conventions of temperance men and of slavery-haters. 

The story of his early life is imperfectly and not quite consistently told. 
It is not quite certain that his father was not William, as Myr. Dwinnell’s 
papers tell it: though it is probable that as to this Alr. Cutler was correetly m- 
formed at Delavan in 1881. Colonel Phoenix was at his coming westward a 
relatively wealthy man, and must have inade [imself so between his eighteenth 
and thirty-sixth years. Jle did not live to see the early tailure of his purpose 
to build a city as well on moral ideas as on commoner principles of business ; 
but the good seed he sowed was not all wasted, though tares took root there, 
too. Tis only child, Franklin Welsey, was born at Perry, March 3, 1825; 
married Mary E., daughter of Thomas Topping. of Darien, December 2, 
Toso sdicamceruany 3, 1911. His cluldren were Samuel T., A. Melville, Fred 
S.. May (Ars. Cameron), Frank. Carrie (Mrs. ledward F. Williams). Jolin 
Ve tinatmiedeievaydanghter of \V. Wallace Dradlev). 
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WiLtttamM PHOENIX, a cousin of Henry and Samuel F. Phoenix, was 
born ul Stssex county, New Jersey, March 17, 1793, was a Taniereana 
teacher, and in time a retailer of general goods. He wandered about western 
New York and northern Pennsylvania for a few vears before settling at 
Perry, whence he came in 1836 with lis cousins to Delavan, and in 1837 be- 
came postmaster at that village. He was once assessor and twice a member of 
the county board. He died November 25, 1855. It seemed fore-written by 
the Fates that others should reap what these Phoemsxes had sown so well. He 
had married at Milo, New York, July 18, 1818, Susan, sister of John Bruce, 
of Darien. Their children were Henry H., Mlary A. (Airs, Edwin Brainard), 
Saintiel Ye Willian. oie. 

Jarvis King Pike was son of Jesse Pike (1756-1799) and Rebecca 
Ning (1763-1833). He was born in Dutchess county, New York, December 
ty, 1781; married December 24, 1801, Rebecca Mead, who was born June 4, 
1782, and died December 6, 1867. {n 1813 he served as aid to his maternal 
uncle, Gen. Nathaniel King, of the New York militia, at Sacketts Harbor; im 
i821 as a member of the New York constitutional convention; in 1837 as a 
judge of the Cortland county court of common pleas. In i841 he came to 
Whitewater, where he built a house, but later moved to Cold Spring, and in 
184g was a member of .\ssembly for Jefferson county. He died January 16, 
1803. This children, whose lives were more or less of \Whitewater, were: 
Calvin (married MlaryeXnn Wheeler), Clarissa (Airs. William Field) oeiiere 
(Alrs. Flezekiah At. Sanders), Mary Ann, Alanson (anarried Fidelia Cra- 
vath), Sarali, 

Joun Fox Potter (fohn®, Rev. Esaiah*, Daniel? #, Nathantel?, Will- 
mam!), son of fohn Potter and Caroline Fox, was born at .\ugusta, Maine, 
May ot, 1817. Ele was educated at Phillips-lex@ter @Yeademy, and ad as 
schoolmates and friends the five Washburne brothers, who were afterwards of 
as maily states; namely, Maine, Hhnois, Wisconsin, Minnesota and California, 
and all more or less politically fortunate. Fle became, like his father, a lawyer, 
and conmng to East Troy in 1838 he became also a farmer, having settled on 
three hundred and fifty acres of land in sections 10, 11, 15. Elis land nearly 
enclosed a lakelet, and on its high bank he built lis house. Ele married Octo- 
her 05, t&83o9, iranees It. f... daughter of Capt. George Fox and Rebecca 
lewis, and they had six children. Their son, Alfred Charles Potter, was a 
sergeant of Company [, Twenty-eighth Infantry. The places Judge Potter 
Ned and those he deelined have been mentioned. .\s a member of .\ssembly 
he exposed a railway company’s method of influencing a governor, a judge of 
the supreme court, a legislature, and part of the daily press to secure to itself 
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a large grant of public land in aid of railway building. tle voted for its bill, 
but refused its present of bonds, thongh that was the share of a senator. In 
two of Ins congressional terms the unending debate on the admission of Kan- 
sas, with all its wanderings, overshadowed other proceedings, and in his third 
term the consideration of war measures was always in hand. In the first four 
years he tound occasions to use his tists with much practical and some scenic 
effect in Homeric battles on the tloor of the House. in which he left the marks 
of his peculiar grace on the godlike countenances of William Barksdale, Reu- 
ben Davis and Lucius ©. C. lamar—all of Mississippi. “Potter, the wiry, from 
woody Wisconsin,” lives sub-immortally in Punch'’s hexametric story of these 
congressional diversions. A\lr. Potter never quite Hked that so much mnport- 
ance should be given to lus affair with Mr. Pryor, which grew from a cor- 
rection and counter-correction of a passage in the record of a previous day’s 
debate. The matter was wholly personal, but the excited state of partisan 
discussion prepared men’s minds to take fire over-easily. Northern opinion 
justified Mr. Potters acceptance of the toolish challenge. He always spoke 
appreciatively of General Pryor’s personal and professional qualities, and 
similarly of General Barksdale and Colonel Davis—but not so of Judge 
Lamar. Near the end of his last session, in 1863, Alrs. Potter died of typhoid 
fever contracted while trying to better the conditions of a badly managed inth- 
tary hospital. She was a high-minded, intelligent and brave-spirited woman. 
December 7, 1865, he married her sister, Sarah Lewis Fox, who died in 1882. 
In 1873 the Greeleyan bolters of the year before, with the Democrats of the 
county, needlessly mistaking lus position, named him as their candidate for 
state senator. He was not fully aware of this action untul election day, when 
he disclaimed such political fellowship. Taking an open Republican ballot, he 
folded it before all men present and thus voted for Mr. Weeks, his quasi- 
opponent. He died May 18, 1899. He was a ready, easy speaker, without 
tricks of elocution, and cared more to convince his hearers than to electrify 
them or to stir them to transient emotion. 

Ropert Kxicut Potrer (Joseph®, Thomas*, John' * *, Robert!), son of 
Joseph Potter and Anna Knight, was born at Cranston, Rhode Island, April 11, 
i791. Two of his brothers, .\lonzo and Horatio, were bishops of the [pis- 
copal church (the first of Pennsvivania, the other of New York), and Para- 
clete was eighty years ago editor of the Poughkeepsie Journal. Mr. Potter 
married Sarah, daughter of Daniel and Phoebe Pine, December 25, 1813, and 
lived many years at Beekman, Dutchess county, where four children were born. 
In or about 1825 he moved to Monroe county, and thence in 1843 to sections 
18, 19, Lafayette, with his twelve children. In 1857 he left the farm to his 
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son Joseph and built a house at Elkhorn, where he died Mareh 15, 1883. Mrs. 
Potter was born in 1793 and died July 6, 1887. Their children were long 
known in half of the county: Emeline (Mrs. Cyrus Cole); Russell (married 
Lavinia .\very) ; Amelia (Mrs. Gain R. Allen): Joseph (married Rosina Ells- 
worth; 2d, Mrs. Caroline (Randall) Penny) ; Rebeeea (Mrs. Mareus C. Rus- 
sell) ; Alonzo (married first, Laura Pitkin; seeond, Adelaide Merrick) ; Rob- 
ert (married Mary E. Patterson); Horatio; Monroe (marned Ithza Emily 
Bemis): Lorenzo ow; Paraclete (married Arabella M. Seymour). 

Davip J. Powers was born in southeastern Vermont, June 3, 1814; had 
a common school edueation ; was apprenticed to a maehinist ; married and came 
in 1838 to Milwaukee. Here he met Willard B. Johnson, who told him of 
golden possibilities at Whitewater, and he came at once to see. and to buy half 
of seetion 12 (in his wife Caroline’s name). Dr. Tripp gave him a hotel site 
in the new village, and he built and occupied the first hotel at Whitewater. He 
was also postmaster. but he had a wider and larger aim. In 1842 he bought a 
mill-site at Palmyra and platted that village. He was member of Assembly in 
1853, and for the next fifteen vears tarried at Madison to publish and edit the 
Hisconsin Farmer, and to serve as secretary of the State .\grieultural Society. 
Ile next went to Chicago, and theneeforth became of that city and its manu- 
facturing interests a part. His eareer was, on the whole, prosperous, and 
Whitewater is vet pleased to remember him as one of its founders, 

Samuen Prarr, son of Samuel and tlephstbah, was born at’ Ennekl, 
Massachusetts, October 6, 1807; his wife was a daughter of Thomas Miller; 
he came to White Pigeon in 1829 and to Spring Prairie in 1837. He was 
Assemblyman in 1849, eleeted over Ansel A. PHlemenway and James Porter: 
in #855 over Thomas Russell, in 1863 over Hollis Latham: senator in 1870 
over Latham, in 1872 over Capt. John Tuttle. Tle died Mareh 
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David Pratt. an early settler, was his brother and there were Pratts of t 


he next 
generation at Spring Prairie related to him. fle was an upright. intelligent, 
self-respecting man and a reputable legislator. Ais only son, Orris Pratt, 
served in the Assembly of t&8&83, having been chosen over Dwight S. Allen, 
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who had been defeated in the nominating convention. 

FREEMAN Linerty Pratt, son of .\saph and Hannah, was born at Eaton, 
New York, July 31. 1814; married at Smithfield, March 24. 1836, Melinda NE. 
daughter of Terry Mack and Catherine Demott : came with his brother Norman 
in 1839 to seetion 5, Whitewater. Their father came and built a mill. tle 
died in 844. The Pratt brothers built the first log house,—the only other 
building at the time being a shanty, filled with unmarried roysterers.. l-ree- 
man died February 18, 1880. Alrs. Pratt was born April 17, 1820, and died 
Jnly 18, 18g8. She was Whitewater’s kind and useful “Aunt Melinda.” 
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OT1s PRESTON, son of Samuel and Mary Preston, was born at Lanesboro, 
Massachusetts, May 13, 1813; apprenticed to a tailor at Sheffield; was foreman 
of one of the best shops at Great Barrington: and came in 1834 to White Pig- 
eon. His education was mainly from good reading and from contention in 
debating schools. He received from Stevens T. Mason, the “boy governor” of 
Nichigan, a captaincy for possible service in the “Toledo War; and, as a 
member of Assembly in 1841 he was a stalwart adherent of Gov. John S. 
Barry. His business at White Pigeon as tailor aid dealer in general gouds 
Hourished for a time: but in 1846 he came to Spring Prairie village, and in 
1848, having been chosen sheriff over George \W. Dorrance (Whig) and 
Perry G. Harrington (Democrat), he caine to Elkhorn, this his last removal. 
In 1855 he failed of nomimation (on the Barstow ticket) as state treasurer, 
but was placed the next year on the buchanan electoral ticket. Tle served 
three terms as member of the county board, and so closed his official lite. 
Though never a farmer he was an enthusiastic member of the Agricultural 
Society and five times its president. IJe had opened a store for the sale of 
dry goods and groceries, at the close of his sheriffalty, first with Iloratio N. 
Hay, and later with Benjamin |*. Pope as partner. His voice as a town officer 
and as a business man was always for village mmprovement. He would have 
moved the village a half-mile eastward and new-named it "Centralia." His 
hrm bimlt a grainhouse, and across the track southward platted an addition 
which he named “Byzantiuin.’ The business panic of 1857 demolished his 
and many another's atr-castles, and he ended his long life of honest and hopeful 
poverty January 10, 1890. His wite, Julia .\nn, daughter of Sinieon DeWitt 
Corbin and Amanda Pratt. was born in Ohio, July 2, 1818: married at White 
Pigeon, May 18. 1836: died Noveinber g, 1892. They had three children: 
Orville Marshall, who died while vet a minor,—tull of promise for business 
activity: Lydia Louise (Mrs. Henry Cousins) ; Robert Clark, long his father’s 
associate in the business of the once locally famous “Shanty.” died at au 
Claire June 4, 1907. Mrs. Preston was a woman “nobly planned.” Mr. 
Preston was a clean-living, kind-hearted, broad-minded, publie-spirited man. 
An earlier ambition had been to make himself an orator, for which his figure, 
manner and voice fitted him fairly. IJis later aspiration was toward editor- 
ship, for which he lacked nearly everything. 

Jostam Oscoop PUFFER was son of Samuel Puffer and Ieunice (Osgood ) 
Osgood. His mother’s ancestors were John’. Stephen?, Tfookert, David", 
Capt. Josiah’ and wife Jane Byington. Her first hitsband, Samuel Osgood, 
son of Jonathan, Jr., was her second cousin. Their son Samuel Stillmian Os- 
good, was a good man of Etkhorn. Josiah O. Puffer was born at Sunderland, 
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Massachusetts, October 22, 1814; came to Spring Praine and prospered in 
shoe-shop, on farm, and in business at the village; married successively Han- 
nah AM. Whitmore and Mrs. Mary Whitmore Hatch. Hannah was born April, 
1820: died February 11, 1862, leaving six sons. Mary died January 31, 1897. 
Mr, Puffer was a deacon in the Baptist church. In the church and out of it he 
was aman of action, for he was sound and energetic in body and in mind, and 
had his share in the direction of local affairs. Ile died Mareh 15, 1895. 

ApAM E. Ray was a son ot Martin Ray (born 1779) and Caroline Phelps 
(born 1781). He was born at Kingston, New York, in 1808. Fle came 
about 1837 to Milwaukee, and served for Milwaukee and \Washington counties 
in the territorial Legislature; lower house from 1839 to 1842; upper house in 
i845. About 1846 he settled in section 6 of Troy with wife Eliza, and was 
four times a county supervisor. At the legislative session of 1851 he was an 
assemblyman, chosen over Timothy Mower and Mellen berry. About 1858 
he went to AJabama with intent to try northern ways of farming there. He 
and his money were made welcome, but within a year or two the political 
atmosphere became so over-heated that he returned and soon afterward moved 
to Waukesha, where he died September 20, 1865. His children were Patrick 
Henry, liza, Mary, Augusta, Jane, Itred, Ira, Ida. DP. Menry Ray enlisted 
in April, 1861, and served in Company K, Second Infantry. as corporal; in 
Company .\. First Heavy Artillery, as seitor nrst leutenant: in Conipanyae 
same regiment, as captain; entered the regular service in 1867 as second lieu- 
tenant; was retired as brigadier-general; and died in 1911. 

GEoRGE AuGustus Ray, son of Martin and Caroline, was born in Dela- 
ware county, New York, Aprif 23, 181g; came to Mukwonago by way of Mil- 
waukee about 1837; to Ikast Troy about 1842: to Lagrange about 1860: to 
Whitewater in 1870, where he died {ebruary 23, 1893. fle served for seven 
terms as county supervisor for Lagrange, and in 1868 was assemblyman, hav- 
ing defeated Henry B. Clark. October 31, 1844, he married Fanny, daughter 
of Jonah Wicker and Fanny Compton. She was born in Vermont, March 
31, 1826; died at Whitewater, October 25, 1906. Their children were Mary 
(Alrs. Wilhany Ro Tas¥or); James W.; FrankePesyida (Mrs, Artie 
Cook) ; Margaret (Mrs. Roby). 

Henry M. Ray, son of Martin and Caroline, was born in April, 1806, at 
Kingston. He came to Darien before 1860. In 1865 he was one of the 
incorporators of the First National Bank of Delavan. Tle died November 5. 
1866. Mrs. Mary S. Ray, his wife, was born in Saratoga county; died at 
Delavan, April 23, 1892. Their children were Asa W.; We. (Auetstus; 
ldenry : Mary 72. ( Afvs. Warren \\V. Sturtevalit Pitt VV. Auetstisaieree le 
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nel of the Fortieth Infantry, and Henry E. was a lieutenant in the same regi- 
nent. 

Epwin Mortimer Rice, son of Jones Rice and Ilannah Hemenway, was 
born in Addison county, Vermont, February 13. 1817: married December 24, 
1840, Laura [e., daughter of Ira Wicker, of Bridgeport; came in 1841 to section 
5, Richmond: was member of the county board in 1855 and in the same vear 
began six years of service as superintendent of the poor. In 1807 he moved 
to Whitewater, where he died May 19, 1904. 

ERASMUS Darwin RICHARDSON, son of Caleb Richardson and Clarissa 
Knight, had aneestors Thomas’, Nathaniel?, John®, Caleb', John®. He was 
born at Burlington, New York, November 26, 1810; in 1834 married Eliza- 
beth W., and in 1843 .\lma O.. daughters of Abraham Spafard and Sarah 
Williams. He came to section 31 of Lyons in 1842, and from his farm was 
taken the addition of five aeres to Lake Geneva. He began his banking busi- 
ness at Lake Geneva in 1848 and continued in it until his death, January 2, 
192. His affairs were found somewhat involved, most likely because age 
had impaired lis earhter sound judgment. He had served the town as clerk. 
and the village as president, and was a member of the Assembly ot 1849. Tle 
Was regarded as one of the safest business men of the county. His one child, 
Elizabeth, was wife of Charles E. Buell. 

AkD STARR ROCKWELL was a son of Benjamin Sperry Rockwell and Try- 
phena Starr. Jabez Rockwell. his grandtather. was of Danbury, Conneeticut, 
where his children were born. These were Levi, Eli, Benjamin S.. and Ezra. 
Benjamin S. Rockwell was born May 19, 1762; married May 4, 1783; died 
October 30, 1835. at Butternuts, New York, whither he had removed tn 1705. 
Tryphena was daughter of Jonathan Starr, Jr.. and Luey, daughter of Joseph 
and Elizabeth Ruggles. ITler earlier ancestors were Thonias', Dr. Conitort?, 
Thomas’, Josiah*, John*, Jonathan®. She was born May 12, 1762; died 
March 23, 1851. Their children were .Ard Starr, Neziah, Ashbel Ruggles, 
Amos, -Andrew, .\sahel, Rachel, Laura, Anson, Almon. Ard S. was born 
December 5, 1783; married Betsey Shaw in 1809; died at Telkhorn, July 4, 
1866. Mrs. Rockwell was born in 1795: died December 5, 1875. Their sons 
were John Starr, LeGrand, Lester Ruggles. Henry; and there were four 
daughters. 

James OLiIveR RoseNcrANS (Simeon!, Col. John*, \lexander?, [ferman 
Hendrick!) was son of Dr. Simeon Rosenecrans and Sarah Shoemaker. He 
was born at Walpack. Hunterdon county. New Jersey. June 3, 1803; married 
Susannah, daughter of James Van Campen and Cecelia Decker, March 3. 
1824; came to early Whitewater—several namesakes and relatives also to 
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Troy, Sugar Creek and other towns; died May 5, 1883. His wife was born 
November 6, 1805, died September 1, 1892. Their daughter Cecilia was mar- 
ried to Augustus C. Kinne. 

Cyrus RuaeG, son of David Rugg and Eunice, daughter of Solomon 
Gleason, was descended from John!, Daniel? ®, Reuben* He was born at 
Heath, Massachusetts, January 20, 1811; married October 7, 1835, Lucinda 
F., daughter of Zenas and Abigail Taylor. She was born February 29, 1816; 
died November 2, 1884—having known but seventeen birthdays. Cyrus died 
at Logan, lowa, February 2, 1894. In 1860 they had six clildrens Mir iss 
eame to Bloomfield in 1841. Tle served the town three terms as its member 
of the county board. A few of his townsmen remember him as a competent 
farmer and man of town affairs, and speak of him as one of the best men of 
his town—and, therefore one of the best of the county. His brother, Erastus 
Root Rugg, was born November 2, 1820: came to Bloomfeld in 1841; inar- 
ried December 25, 1844, Lucy Elizabeth Hatch; went westward in after years; 
was killed at Portland, Oregon, September 20, 1889. Ars. Rugg was born 
Jantiary 18.1827 shed: Scptemher aero: 

SILAS SALISBURY, If, as here supposed, he was son of Duty (or Dutee) 
Salisbury and Cynthia Smith, had ancestors: William’, Cornelius’, Jonathan’, 
Fdward?. Tle marred Lydia Dodge and their children were born in Cortland 
county between 1807 and 1830. These were .\imanda. Ansel, Oliver, Nelson, 
Rhoda, Elisha, George, Mary Jane, Christopher, Silas, Samuel, Lydia Ann. 
Three of the sons came to Waite yater. 

Ansel Salisbury was born May 15, 1809; came to Spring Prairie in 1837; 
married Olive Dame at Northport, Michigan, in 1843; went to Lima in 1846; 
to Winitewater in 1854; owned the branch null 1858-1eao65 ; died November 24, 
TQ84. 0 Lhis eluldren were: Egbert (married Jean Galbraith); Edgar (died 
agéd (3): Winfield Scott (imarried Mary WarlieeStella (Mrs. Clinencese 
Partridge): Ife (Mrs. Mannering [AVolf); Willard (inarried *Xilanta 
Schrom) ; Jessie (married Fred Hurlbut, Jr.). 

Nelson Salisbury was born Deeember 31, 1812, at Marathon: came to 
\Viseonsin in 1839: married Esther, daughter of Prosper Cravath and Miriam 
Ninney. She died April 16, 1845, leaving a child Helen (Mrs. Luther L. 
Clark). In January, r8so0, he married Alrs. Julia Flemenway and died Sep- 
tember 1.4, TSao. 

George Salisbury was born .\pril 10, 1819; caine to Spring Prairie in 





T8yo: to Lima in t841: married in r849 Philena Matilda, daughter of Levi 
INinney and dali Cravath; moved to Whitewater in 1854: died .\pril 7, 1889. 
Fits wife was born July 22, 1829; died fnly omigo2: 
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DANIEL SALISBURY suspected some not assignable degree of cousinslhip 
between himself and his namesakes. He was born at Ilomer, January 25. 
1814; came to Spring Prairie in 1836: married Harriet. daughter of Isaac U. 
Wheeler, April 1, 1841: she died August 16, 1843; he married Lucinda Bryant 
June, 1848; she died May 14, 1878, leaving children: Wayland (1848-1866) ; 
Alice (Irs. Hugh Paden); Harriet (Mrs. Frank J. Palmer); Celia; Rollin 
D.: Elsie. We died March 29, 1888, having been for a few years the oldest 
living settler. Rollin Daniel Salisbury was graduated from Beloit College: 
was tor some vears assistant to the state geologist and was or is a geological 
professor at the Northwestern University, at Chicago. He has made some 
contributions to geological science and his reports and other works have been 
published. 

ArTUUR Loomis Sanborn (Ebenezer Simpson**, John®, Ebenezer®, 
Enoch*, John? *7), son of Ebenezer Sinpson Sanborn and Harriet Blount, 
was born at Brasher Falls, St. lawrence county, New York, November 17. 
1850. His father died in 1862, leaving two bright boys to be led to honorable 
and usetul manhood by their mother—one of the best and most capable of 
women. The family had lived some years at Lake Geneva. Mir. Noyes gave 
Arthur a clerkship in the office of register of deeds, and the mother and sons 
made their home at Elkhorn. In 1875 the clerk becaine chief, and his spare 
hours were given to thorough study of the law. In 1879 he was admitted to 
practice, and at the close of his term of office he went to Madison, to take a 
subordinate place in the office of Gregory & Pinney.  .\ dissolution and re- 
composition of partnerships made the new firm of Pinney & Sanborn. [le 
was later a partner of John C. Spooner and others. .\nother firm, Berryman 
& Sanborn, became widely known as annotators of the Kevised Statutes, and 
a vounger Sanborn is still engaged in that work. The death of Judge Romanzo 
Bunn inade a place for Mr. Sanborn in tyos on the federal bench of western 
Wisconsin. Judge Sanborn, while struggling at I¢Ikhorn, married Alice [hiza- 
beth, daughter of Isaac Golder and Sarah Merritt, and las three sons and a 
danghter. 

Josepit WARREN Seaver was born at Arlington, Vermont, July 23. 
1793; married Mary Long: lived in Washington and Genesee counties, New 
York; came to Darien in 1837; was first town clerk and served in all six terms; 
in 1852 he was chosen member of .\ssembly over Gaylord Blair and Pliny 
Allen: dicd August 1, 1864. His wife was born July 21. 1793; died August 
30. 1850. Their children, as nearly as found, were Horace lverett (1832- 
1&y7). married Orinda C., daughter of Cyrus Lippit and Lydia (Bruce) De- 
witt; Van Ness: Warren: Solon. 
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Lyaan FluntT SEAVER. a brother of Joseph W., was born at .\rlington, 
Vermont, October 26, 1796; lived in Washington and Genesee counties: came 
in 1837 to Darien; was one of the first town board Gf sniper sors, ie 
was a member of the constitutional convention of 1846 and was one of the com- 
iiittee on schedule for organization of state government (Article NIN): died 
June 1, 1864. Sarah, his wife, daughter of Archibald Woodard and wite 
Anna, was born at Hebron, New York, April 10, 1797: died August 28, 1878. 
Of their eleven children three died early. The others in uncertain order ot 
birth were William (married .\lice Bentley); John Woodard (married Helen, 
daughter of Joseph Chamberlain); Henry Warren (married Mary Jane, 
daughter of Wilham Harper) ; Julins Horace (married Martha Jane Herron) ; 
Lyman 1]. (married Lavina, daughter of .\aron EF. Bell and Juha .\rmstrong) : 
Rodney (married Alyra .\. Dean): Alary c\nn/ iis: States) eon 
There may be some error of detail as to the two Seaver families or wrong as- 
signment of children to them, though some effort was made to find the whole 
truth. 

Rosert THomMeson SEyMouR (Harvey H."°, Abijah’, Thomas*, Mat- 
thew®, Thomas”, Richard'), was son of Harvey Hine Sevinonur andi aa ie 
Thompson. (Tlarvey H. Seymour was born July 13, 1790, at Wilton, Con- 
necticut, and died at or near [elkhorn July 20, 1878. His mother was Eliza- 
beth Hine). Robert T. Seymour was born at Rhinebeck, July 13, 1814: had 
a fair education; had kept a hotel; was for a term sheriff of Dutchess county, 
and was once required to execute the sentence of the law upon one convicted 
of murder in the first degree. No defense had been made in court, except to 
show eircumstances which would now be thought to warrant much less than 
the extreme penalty. While in jail, the prisoner and sheriff tormed a warm 
friendslup, and it needed more than common fortitude to carry out the last act. 
In 3854 Mr. Seymour bought the Rockwood farm in Latavette, and also took 
part in county affairs, and in the business of the Agricultural Society. of 
which he was president in 1856. In the legislative session of that year he was 
member of Assembly, chosen over Stephen G. West. He was five times a 
member ot the eounty board and twice its chairman. fle died at Elkhorn, 
February 20, 1879. Ilis wife was Harriet, daughter of William Jaques and 
Mary Cooper. She was born at Rhinebeck, October 29, 1812, married March 
20, 1835, and died October 19, 1878. They had seven children. Capt. Alex- 
ander Thompson Seymour served in Company I, Twenty-eighth Infantry, 
and died in tg907. Wilhamt flarvey Seymour was a business man at Lake 
Geneva; he died in 1894. Mary Catherine is wife of El \W. Garfield. at 
Ieikhorn. 
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BrisH A I ATTESON SuARP, son of Capt. John Sharp and Sarali Mather, 
was born at Reading, Schuyler county, New York, October 21, 1832; came to 
town of Delavan in 1850, and later to the village: was a teacher and then a 
dealer in dry goods, ete.; married September 30, 1862, Sarah .\., daughter of 
Roswell and Martha Wiliams, of Darien: member of .\ssembly in 1872, 
elected over William A. Knilans, and in 1875, having defeated Uriah S. Hol- 
lister. In 1878 he was appointed consular agent at Paris, Ontario, that office 
a dependency of the consulate at Elamilton, Ontario. We died October 8, 
1891, and his wife followed March 5, 1901. 

Joun Suarp, son of Jacob Sharp and Esther Matteson, was born in Hun- 
Pidon countv se.) |eisey, Pelruaiy 5,100]; his family went in 1812 to 
Tompkins county, New York; he married November 27, 1827, Sarah Mather. 
At some date between 1833 and 1839 he was commissioned as captain of 
militia, in the regiment of Steuben county. In 1850 he came to the town of 
Delavan, southeastern shore of the lake; 10 1867 he made a home in the village, 
where he died December 20, 1871. Airs. Sharp was born in Orange county, 
New York, October 12, 180y; died July 13, 1789. Her parents were Silas 
Downs Mather and Mary, daughter of Capt. Cotton Mather, and older an- 
cestors were John!, Thomas’, Rev. Richard*, Timothy*, Rev. Samuel*, Rev. 
Nathaniel®, Ebenezer’, John*. Her children were: Mary E. (Mrs. Charles 
\V. Bassett): Elitah M.: Susan; Iliram Terry; Elisha (killed in nuhitary ser- 
wice): John Mather; Sarah A. (Mrs. Wilham Al. Shepard; Clara (Airs. 
Winn); Elizabeth A. (\lrs. Edward Powers). 

GEORGE S!kES was born in Connecticut, December. 1816; his faniuly 
moved to the state of New York; in 1843 came to section 23 of Sharon. In 
1850 he was member of Assembly, having defeated .\mos Older. This wife 
was .\lvira, daughter of Wesley Perkins, of Boone county, Iflinois. Charles 
‘A. Sikes, their son, was first and only supervisor of assessors. George Sikes 
died November 29, 1881. 

JaMEs Simons, son of John Simmons and Laura fell, was, as under- 
stood, of an old and often honored fanuly of Rhode Island. fle was born at 
Middlebury, Vermont, June 11, 1821; was graduated from Middlebury Col- 
lege in 1841; studied law; came to Geneva in 1843 and was admitted in the 
same year to law practice. [le married November 12, 1848, Katherine, daugh- 
ter of fames and Jeannette \lcCotter. She was born at Orwell, Vermout, 
November 29, 1822; died February 14, 18y5. They had five children, of whom 
two died early. The others were John Bell (married Miss Sarah Bernard, 
daughter of George Sturges and Ann Maria [fwnphrey); James; Mary FE. 
Mrs. Simmons was what is called a “superior woman.” That is, she was edu- 


558 WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 


eated, broadly intelligent. and in all ways womanly. Mr. Simmons has been 
made known in other chapters as lawyer, county officer, historian and poet of 
occasions. Besides these labors of duty and of love, he had in hand, in his 
later life, the work of digesting the reports of judicial decisions in the courts 
of England, New York and Wisconsin. We was not without ambition, but 
never had learned to grovel in order that he might rise. He, hke his friend 
Judge Baker, was carelessly taken by his fellowmen at his too modest self- 
estimate, thongh his qualities as a citizen and neighbor were neither unseen 
nor unvalued; but this did not make him blame the world nor despise it. Hs 
life was intellectual, moral and social; his convictions in matters of highest 
public and nearest personal] concern were calmly formed and clearly defined; 
and he was quietly resolute in following them. .\t home and among neigh- 
bors he was one of the best and kindest of men. 

HWarRLEY FLAveL Suiry, son of Riehard (son of David) Smith and 
Sarah, daughter of dward White and Sarah Tourtelotte, was born at Towns- 
hend, Vermont, September 28, 1808; educated at Chester Academy and Mid- 
dleburg College; went to Saratoga to study Jaw under locally eminent lawyers; 
went to Wyoming village where he taught mathematics and classics in a school 
of some repute in western New York: continued Jaw study at Pike; admitted 
to practice in 1838 and opened an office at Castile, where he abode till the end 
of 1848. In 1850 he came.to Elkhorn and formed a partnership with | ]oratio 
S. Winsor, and this firm was one of the strongest in the county for many 
years. About 1870 the firm dissolved, and in 1877 he received a younger part- 
ner ip the person of Jaynes 1. Wheeler, ending in the latter's county judge- 
ship in 1886. The old man’s active eareer then closed, and his few remaining 
years were given to an endless, unreadable legal defense of the authenticity 
as historie truth, of the five Mosiac books of the Bible. Ile wrote with a stub 
stecl-pen, in the crabbedest of characters, and as the ink on the first foolseap 
sheet would searcely be dry when he reached the end of the third shect, the gen- 
eral appearance of luis manuseript would suggest that his left arm defaced while 
his right hand seribbled. tle was a public-spirited and in all ways excellent 
citizen, a kind and often helpful neighbor, and a friend to be trusted. He 
never cared to hold offiee, but would have accepted a judgeship of circuit or 
supreme court had it come to him without lis asking. He married September 
15, 1833, Lydia Ann, daughter of David Nourse and Nancy George. She was 
born at Kockingham, Vermont. December 4, 180g. and died at [¢lkhorn, May 
7. 1881, leaving a daughter. Mrs. Smith was one of the best of home-makers. 

Linpsrty Joseru Siti. son of Sylvester Gardner Smith and Diana 
Ward, was born in Lafavette, January 8, 1840. His father was a first cousin 
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ot Palmer Gardner, the settler of Spring Prairie. In 1862 L. J. Smith went 
into military service as first lieutenant of Company I, Twenty-eighth Infantry, 
and returned as captain in 1865 





a long and active service. [le married | lelen 
M., daughter of James Stewart and Margaret Guthrie, December 21, 1871. 
He was chosen assemblyman for the session of 1881 over Dr. Caleb S. 
Blanchard and John Matheson. Te died at Troy Centre, \ugust 17, 1907. 

SEWALL SMitu, born at .Andover, Vermont. December 13, 1802; married 
In 1825 Naney Mansur (1803-1884) ; died at East Troy January 23, 1881. In 
1841 he built and occupied the first store at the village. I1e was a member of 
the committee on banks and banking in the first constitutional convention. In 
1844 he was a member of the county board, and served his town usefully in 
other ofheial places. [Ile was also the first postmaster of the village. None 
of his children remain at East Troy, though his sons George H. and Charles 
\W. Smith were for some years in the business begun by their father, 

TIMOTHY CLARK SMITH was son of Noah R. Smith and Susan Dowd. 
His miothers ancestors were Ilenry'. John*, David®, Kichard'*. Ile was 
born .in Cortland county December 20, 1816; came in 1842 from Orleans 
county to Milwaukee where he was clerk for a dry goods hrm; came to Geneva 
In 1544 as partner with his employer at Milwaukee; in 1865 changed his busi- 
ness to hardware; died December 25, 1888. Ile married Mary S. Bowen in 
1857 and Helen Bowen in 1869. 

ALFRED STEPHENS SPOONER (Joel®, Wing*, Daniel®, Samuel?, William') 
was son of Joel Spooner and Lydia, daughter of Capt. Israel Trow and Mary 
Clapp. Ide was born March 3. 181g, near Keene, New York: was apprenticed 
to a shoemaker, and between work and study found no idle hours; married 
Sarah Maria, daughter of Isaae Bristol and Sophia Holcomb, December 25. 
1844. In t849g he came to Delavan to work and study, and m 1850 was ad- 
mitted to the practice of law. From 1854 to 1858 he was district attorney, 
and was called back in 1878 for another tern, having defeated Joseph Jlubert 
Page. He served for many years as justice of the peace at Delavan, and was 
also a court commissioner. Fle had uine children, of whom few are living. 
Ile died .\pril 22, 1895.) Alr. Spooner was a vigorous newspaper writer as 
well as a good lawyer. Ile had one of the best law libraries in the county, 
and a large fannly of good and bright children, 

WyMAN Spooner (Jeduthun’, Thomas’, John **, William!) was son of 
Jeduthun Spooner and Hannah, daughter of Joshua Crowell and Mary Shive- 
rick. He was born at Ilardwiek, Massachusetts, July 2, 1745. [le passed 
at fourteen from the common school at home to his uncle Alden Spooner's 
printing office at Windsor, Vermont. .\t twenty-one he had earned the degree 
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of master printer, and by orderly promotion became editor of the Advocate 
at Royalton and later at Chelsea. Jie married Elizabeth, daughter of Henry 
Fish and Ehzabeth Holmes, at Hardwick, November 10, 1818. 9 She was born 
at Upton, November 17, 1794, and died in the town of Lyons, February 16, 
1877. Mr. Spooner studied law at Royalton under Hon. Jacob Collamer, and 
at Chelsea under Hon. Daniel .\. A. Buek, and was admitted to practice in 
1833. In 1835 he went to Canton, Ohio, and practiced in the courts of Stark 
and Tusearawas counties. in 1842 he came by way of Racine to Elkhorn; 
served as judge of probate 1846-9: was ciremt judge for one term of court by 
appointment: served in the Assembly tour terms (twice as speaker); state 
senator 1862-4, and president of the Senate (and acting leutenant-governor ) ; 
heutenant-governor by two elections, from 1864-68. He was one of the 
organizers of the Republican party of Wisconsin in 1854. In his vouth he 
had been a Federalist and afterward a \Vhig of the anti-slavery type. In 1872 
he thought it possible to make a new party of admunistrative reform, and joined 
the Greeley movement. In 1876 he voted tor the last time, and tor Hayes. He 
died November 18, 1877, at his son Wyman, Jr.’s, home in Lyons. Governor 
Spooncr was well read in the english classics and thenee formed a plain, clear, 
forcible style of speaking and writing. His faculties seemed always at his 
command, and he was thus equipped for instant service as editor, contributor, 
speaker, judge, chairman, or conversationalist. His sense of propriety kept 
Ins discourse, spoken or written, free from false ornament and his delivery 
unmarred by trick of the stage. Hfe cared more for essence and substance than 
for form: but, to his mind, a courtroom, a public meeting. a business con fer- 
cce, a meeting of fannly or friends, had each of right its decencies of be- 
havior and speech, cach its appropriate digmity. .\s a lawyer, one who had 
been his partner, and well-qualified for estimating men’s higher personal and 
professional values, said of him: “Ite was thoroughly edneated in the prin- 
ciples of lis professton, and regarded its practice as a means to secure justice 
as its end.” For such men as he the first and highest aim of politicians must 
be “to secure and maintain the best form of government, honestly and justly 
aduiiistered.” 

Joun SYNG Spoor, son of Wilham Spoor and Christine Wilcox, was 
born in Erie county, New York, Marcel 20, 1805. In 1835 he married Mari- 
ette, daughter of Jesse Bivins and Lydia Byington. She was born at Clarence, 
New York, October 5, 1816, and died at Burlington, Wisconsin, \ngust 10, 
ISg8. fi 1837 he came from Washtenaw county, Michigan, to the Meacham 
settlement and presently made Ins home in East Troy. In 1842 he bought land 
i sections TO, 11, 12 of Lyons, and lived in that town till his death, April 2, 
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1867. His son Charles (1843-1909), a soldier of the Twenty-eighth Infantry, 
married Almira J., daughter of Winslow P. Storms, in 1866. Other children 
live in other counties and states. The elder Spoor served four years as justice 
ot the peace. 

Amos WaGMAN STAFFORD, grandson of Amos and son of Samuel H. 
Stafford and wife Nancy, daughter of Jacob Ferguson. was born at Saratoga 
Springs, November 2, 1810; moved to Victor, New York, in 1824; married. 
first, Ann Sabrina, daughter of Stephen and Jane Ellis, May 20, 1832; came 
to Bloonheld in 1844 and bought a farm (with his father) in section 4; wife 
died November 7, 1882; moved to Lake Geneva and May 10. 1887, married. 
second, Mrs. Juliet, daughter of R. Wells Warren and Mary Knapp, and widow 
of Simeon Gardner ; he died September 20, 1900. He was seven times a mem- 
ber of the county board, and was chosen assemblyman for 1872 over Maurice 
L. Avers. He had five children. Eliza was wife of Abner Farnum, and 
Sarah. wife oi Jefferson P. Harlow. 

Henry J. STARIN, son of Jacob F. Starin and Mary Schermerhorn, was 
born at Glen, Montgomery county, New York, August 25, 1808; married 
Ella Green Schermerhorn in 1835; came to Whitewater in 1840; was a horti- 
culturist, and the village owed much to his early efforts in planting shade trees. 
He was found dead in his bed, May 5, 1880. He’had sons Henry Allen, and 
Duane, a soldier of the Civil war. His brother, Frederick Jacob Starin, born 
April 17, 1821, married Jane Martha Groat; died October 2, 1896. Me was a 
surveyor and civil engineer and was connected with most of the carly railway 
building in which Whitewater had great concern. 

Fligget ALDEN STONE was born at Pawlet, Vermont, Alarch 4, 1811; 
came to Milwaukee in 1840, and later to Darien. In 1858 he was elected 
sheriff over Michael Thompson and in 1866 without opposition. Ile died at 
Milwaukee November 4, 1896. Lucinda, his wife, was born in 1817; died 
in 1878. Their daughter Mary A. was married in 1859 to Orange Williams. 
His brother, Moses Bushnell Stone, was born in 1814; died August 4, 1866; 
married Harriet Sumner (1818-1gor). Sheriff Stone was a stout-built man 
of few words, of clear judgment, resourceful, resolute, and had much ability 
and experience in detective work. 

Other sheriffs, not named in these notes, were elected: Carver over Perry 
G. Harrington and Amos C. Leland; Crumb over Harrington and Stone; 
Derthick over William A. Wiilans, Malton 1. Hollister: Pay over Atbon M. 
Perry; Flanders over John L. Fulton, Edward T. Weyher; loster over Harold 
H. Rogers. James Cleary: Gates over Cyril L. Oatinan: Goff over [red W. 
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Hutchins; Hollister over Harvey W. Curtis, Wilham Brown; Humphrey over 
George I]. Willis; MeMillan over .\ustin k. Langley; Perry over David Coon, 
Jrv.: Piper over F. Maxwell Porter: Taylor over George O. West, John Mathe- 
son: White over James F. Jude, I. M. Porter; Wiswell over Taylor F. Fland- 
ers: Wyle over Willard Stebbins, Willis, Kunilans. 

Winstow Pace Storms, son of William Storms and Clarissa Hull, was 
born in Cato, New York, June 9g, 1820. He married, Febriany 22 ioe 
Milwaukee, Melissa Persis, daughter of Isaac Meacham. She was born at 
Brownsville, New York, December 21, 1818, and died April 26, Ig09. In 1845 
Mr. Storms settled at Vienna, in section 13, Spring Prairie. His house long 
did occasional service to hungry and benighted travelers as a wayside inn. 
Ile owned a farm in the same section. In 1861-2 he was a member of the 
county board, and served the town at times as supervisor, clerk, treasurer and 
assessor. He died at Lyons, July 20, 1903, leaving three of his five children. 
Of these, .\Imira J., now of Milwaukee, ts widow of Charles Spoor. 

CiArRLes FloLMes STURTEVANT, son of Franeis and Jerusha (Bartlett), 
was born in Orange county, Vermont, June 3. 1818; came in 1837 to Chicago, 
and in 1841 to Delavan as carpenter, cabinet-maker and later was Mr. |shain’s 
partner ina wagon-shop. Je was in general retail business for a few years, 
and then went into insurance and collecting agencies. In September, 1842, he 
married Prudence, daughter of Peter Millspaugh Keeler and Prudence Sturte- 
vant, of Darien; she died in October, 1855. and he married manda, daughter 
of Orlando Brown, of Allegany county, about 1857. There were six children 
of the first marriage and four of the second one. Ile was three times a mem- 
ber ot the county board, and once its chairman, and was assemblyiman in 1863 
without opposition at the polls. He died December 19, 1890. 

AARON HARDIN TAGGART was born at Greenwich, New York, December 
30, 1816. Tle came to Delavan in 1837 and with George Passage built a brick 
store, stocked it well with general goods and continued in business seven 
years. ]1e owned a large farm lying in sections 19, 20, south of the village. 
and to this he moved in 1856, and died April 25, 1874. He had married 
September 1, 1846, Martha, daughter of Henry Phoenix and Ann Jennings. 
She was born in 1826; died in 1go5. Their children were Sarah A., Henry 
tl., Ada E., George, Willian P.. loursteieitredstt Louis) tees ee 
now of Lake Geneva, married Mary Elizabeth, daughter of George Sturges 
and Aun Maria, daughter of Tliram [lumphrey and Mary Blodgett. 

Henry Torpine, son of Jared and Sarah, was born in Montgomery 
county, New York, March 14, 1804: taught school; opened a store at Lees- 
ville, Schoharie county; married in that county, December 31, 1828, Nuel, 
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daughter of Wilham and Nanev S$. Van Doren; was ordained as a Baptist 
clergyman in 1835 and was pastor at Leesville until 1839, when he came to a 
farm in Darien. IJfrom 1841 to r&so he preached at Delavan, East Delavan 
and Walworth; went to Sank county, and returned in 1857 to Delavan. In 
1867 he moved to southernmost Hlimois, and thence to Kansas, where he died, 
at Ottawa, November 20, 1870. His wite died October 11, 1880—her birth 
September 24, 1808. They had two sons and two daughters. One of the 
latter, Flarriet Nuel, was Mrs. Samuel Rees Jabar. 

Jutivs ALLEN Treat, son of Oren Treat and Nancy Thompson, had 
ancestors: Richard! *, Thomas*, Richard*, Timothy". Thomas®. He was 
Ogiegie: Ord.\ cae 1 OlK, NOvember 17, 1814; was a surveyor; martried 
Sarai. Crocker 111020, caine to a farim in section 25. Sharon, in 1844; "as 
a retailer at Elton for a short time; moved to the village of Sharon in 1858, 
where he was a lumber-dealer. His wite was born March 13, 1815; died 
October 22, 1874. His second wite was Ellen Brownson. He died February 
22,1892. He held various local offices, but his Democracy kept hin from the 
higher places that he might have filled with credit. ls brother, George Treat, 
born September 17, 1818, marmed Sarah C., daughter of Thomas and Lueinda 
Foster; died December 25, 1882. .\ cousin, Dr. Charles Ralph Treat, son of 
Oren’s brother Isbon and wite Apphia Thompson, was born January 12, 1826; 
married January 1, 1862, Margaret Keesman; died May 8, 1901. His wife 
was born January 15, 1839; died .\ugust 9, 1905. 

JAMES Tripp was born at Schenectady, September 5, 1795; studied miedi- 
cine and was graduated about 1817 from the medical college at Albany ; went 
to Mobile, but returned in 1819; by Governor Clinton's commission he became 
in 1822 surgeon of a regunent of state nulitia,-an honorary rank; married, 
January 4, 1825, Rosepha Ann, daughter of William Comstock, of Otsego 
county; came in 1837 to sections 4, 5 of Itast Troy (then included in the 
town of Troy), and built a saw-nill at the outlet of Tripp's lake (Lake 
Beulah), which he soon sold. He had plenty of money, for the time and place 
—plenty and scarcity then as now relative terms 
gristmill at Whitewater. In 1840 this mill was grinding for a large part of 
the country for eight or ten miles around it. Ile platted the village of White- 
water, chiefly on his own land, and dealt justly and liberally with lot-buvers. 
But he would not doctor them, exccpt in emergencics, in which his knowledge 
and skill were trusted by his fellow physicians as well as by his patients. He 
died September 4, 1844, at the rising village he had founded and named, and 
which he had planned with intelligent foresight. Murs. Tripp was born at 
Laurens, New York, November 2, 1802, and died, full of good works, Febru- 





and was induced to build a 
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ary 2, 1881. She had been baptized in the Episcopal church, and she brought 
with her an abiding faith and a habit of showing it forth by kind and helpful 
deeds, to the end of her life. Her memory, too, was well stored with matter 
for local*history : for she had seen the infancy of one of the finest small cities 
ot Wisconsin. 

JAMES LAWRENCE Tupss, son of Samuel Tubbs (a soldier of the war of 
1812) and Polly Frost, was born at Augusta, New York, September 10, 1824; 
came with parents in 1843 to Lafayette: qualified himself as a surveyor, and 
in time, as a civil engineer; married December 10, 1849, Anna Rebecca, only 
child of Dr. John Mathias Henderson and Samantha, daughter of Charles and 
\nna Hine; was elected eight times county surveyor, and served occasionally 
as undersheriff. .At first a Democrat, he became a [reesoiler and then a 
Republican. In 1872 he supported Greeley and returned to the Democracy. 
His profession brought him httle revenue until past middle life, when he be- 
caine more profitably occupied in laying out the village of Wilhams Bay, and 
in civil engineering work for Chicagoan owners of Geneva Lake (shore) 
property. He also began the compilation of a second general abstract of 
titles to county property, and this work had begun to bring him revenue be- 
fore his death, which was September 6, 1899. Mrs. Tubbs was born at Wil- 
loughby, Ohio, December 13, 1830, and died at Elkhorn, December 25, 1904. 
Mr. Tubbs was a lifelong student of pure mathematics, and even in latest 
years found much pleasure in the study and mastery of quaternions. His 
clerical habit was ueat and exact, and his memory of the political events of 
his time, of the actors therein, and of men who in earlier years had come to 
and gone from Walworth county was seldom matched. 

Rev. Joun Wrrooram Varney, son of James THenry Vahey and Mary 
Devitt, grandson of Patrick Vahey and Alargaret O'Hora, great-grandson of 
Fergus Vahey and Margaret Prendergast, was born near Castlebar, county 
Mayo, Connaught, June, 1830. Tle came in 1848, already advanced in scholar- 
ship, to the Lazarist seminary at St. Louis. He studied law and practiced 
four years in the courts of Missouri. In 1854 he received priest’s orders at 
Dubuque. We served at the federal military prison at .\Iton as chap- 
lain. In his active career as a parish priest at fifteen towns of Indiana, IIhi- 
nois, lowa and Wisconsin, he built several churches, including that at Elkhorn. 
He had also at times lectured to classes in philosophy and languages. He 
wrote and published several books and was protagonist for the church in 
several newspaper controversies with Episcopal clergymen. He hought a 
farm within citv limits, having become disabled for the service of the altar, 
but ina short time retired to find what rest remained in this life, and died June 
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27, 1903. He had a wide range of secular knowledge aud his wit was ready 
tor most emergencies. His personal qualities drew to him many friends not of 
his ancient communion. <A faithful sister, Miss Margaret, cared for him in 
his health and in his long last sickness and lives to keep his memory green. 

SOLMOUS WAKELEY was born at New Milford, Connecticut, March 17, 
1794; was a tarmer and a shoemaker and lawyer: went to Cortland county ; 
married Hannah Thompson in 1818; from Erie county, New York, to Lorain 
county, Ohio, and thence to Whitewater in 1843; member of committee on 
bill of rights in first constitutional convention ; member of county board 1851-5; 
member of Assembly in 1855 without opposition, in 1857 defeating Willard 
Stebbins. He died at Madison, January 12, 1867. 

CiaRLES WatLes, son of George Wales and Sally Crane, had father-an- 
cestors: John’ ot Idle (Yorkshire), Nathaniel? (of Dorchester), Timothy’, 
Nathaniel*, Ebenezer’, Elisha", Nathan‘. is mother’s ancestors were John’, 
Benjamin*, John®, Ebenezer*, Jonathan®. He was born at Plymouth, New 
York, October 22, 1818; bought a farm in north Geneva in 1845; married 
October 26, 1848, Eliza Ann, daughter of Richard Crandall and Abigail Crane; 
moved to Elkhorn in 1875. Mrs. Wales had died in 1868, and in 186g he 
married Lorahama, daughter of Elijah Butler. He died June 20, 1903. Ihis 
children: Ruth Eliza (Alrs. Fred W. Isham): Rosa Philinda @Mrs. Hl. 
Augustus Newton): Belle Bethama (Mrs. Clinton D. Dewing) ; Charles Mar- 
shall, a mechanical engineer, of New York. Charles Wales was a local officer 
at Geneva and Elkhorn, a working member of the county agricultural society, 
an intelligent, upright and prosperous man. 

GEORGE \VALWOoRTH was born at Rome, New York, August 15, 1793; 
died January 13, 1853. He was son of Jesse! ( Jaines?, Willian? *) and wife 
Hannah, daughter of Bartholomew and Sarah Daggett. of Danby, Vermont. 
He married Keziah Thayer, and in 1843 came to Spring Prairie with his 
brother Jesse, Jr., who soon returned to Rome. In 1847 he was a member of 
the last territorial Legislature. He was related in some not very remote de- 
gree to Chancellor Walworth, and probably to his namesakes of the county 
who were soldiers of the Civil war. Of three daughters, one came to Wis- 
consi. 

GREENLEAF STEVENS \WVARREN, son of Thomas Warren and Anna Page 
of Ludlow, Vermont, was born in 1802; about 1814 went with his brother, k. 
Wells Warren, to Fssex county, New York: thence about 1823 to Crawford 
county, Pennsylvania. Returning, after a successful venture in the lead- 
mine region of Dubuque county, he married Martha, a sister of Arnestns 1D. 
Colton. He came in 1837 with his brother to Geneva and built a house which 
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by enlargement became a hotel (afterward kept by Mr. Colton). He also 
built a house and a store. He died in 1852, on his way home from a two- 
years residence in California. He was succeeded as landlord of the Lake 
House by Thomas D. Warren, his brother. who was followed by Mr. Colton. 
ROBERT WELLs \WARREN, son of Thomas and Anna, was born at Ludlow, 
October 15, 1798; bred to his father’s calling of millwright, in which he ac- 
quired much master’s skill; went to Lewis, Essex county, New York, ahout 
1814; married, March 1g, 1820, Mary, daughter of Seth Knapp and Alartha 
Fuller, at Willsborough, in ial county ; went about 1823 to Cussewago, Craw- 
ford county, Pennsylvania, and thence in 1837 by way of Chicago to Geneva. 
Here he came into possession of the disputed imuill-site and of a large part of 
the village-site. In t838 he built a gristmill for Alr. Goodsell, and afterward 
owned it—for many years a valuable property. In his later life he was used to 
early-morning walks, surveying his substantial possessions with quite reason- 
able satisfaction; for he had found them in the rough and had made them 
shapely. He died December 30, 1875. Airs. Warren, born February 22, 
1806, died July 27, 1879. Of their five children, Seth Knapp, born at Lewis, 
September, 1823, known locally as a photographer and portrait painter, mar- 
ried May 7, 1846, Elizabeth, daughter of Col. Harvey Church, and died De- 
cember 21, 18g0.  Julhet was married, first, to Simeon Gardiner: second, to 
Amos W. Stafford. Seth K. Warren was not of such practical turn of mind 
is was his father; but preferred to let his soul wander farther away than the 
solar walk, even unto the polar regions of the universe, in search of evidence 
wherewith to confound presumptuous speculation on the origin of all being. 
Trompson Dimock WeEEks (Spencer’, Samnuel®, Hezekiah®, William‘, 
John’, Wilham*, George'), son of Spencer Weeks and Elvira, daughter of 
Thomas and Sophia Dimock, was born at Norwich, Massachusetts, November 
5. 1832; came in 1843 from Darien, New York, to a farm in Lyons; received 
academic edtcation at Milwaukee and a collegiate course at .\ppleton: was 
gradnated from the law school at .\lbany in 1859. After a few months at 
Racme he went in 1860 to Whitewater and became a partner with Prosper 
Cravath. TJe married, June 7, 1805, Adelaide M. Farnsworth. .\t the ses- 
sion of 1867 he was assemnblyinan, chosen over Capt. Edward S. Redington. 
ln i875 he was state senator, his involuntary opponent at the election having 
been John If Potter, who voted an open ticket, straight Republican, including 
the name of Air. Weeks. [le appeared again in the senate in 1893. having 
heaten Archibald Woodard. Ile died February 11, 1901. Ile became early 
in lus professional career one of the ablest lawyers of the county, and was 
favorably known in the courts of other counties and in the supreme court of 
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the state. He talked easily and candidly to juries. and without bluster or 
fustian, and he was a ready and pleasing speaker out of court. Ile was in 
sympathetic touch with all the educational interests of his city, county and 
state. His probity in public affairs and in private life was undoubted, 
STEPHEN GANno WeEstT, son of William, married Rebecca, daughter of 
Jesse Pike and Rebecca King, and came about 1839 to sections 5, 6, Lafayette. 
He married again, November 9, 1841, Diana, daughter of Joseph and Lucinda 
Barker. Rebecca's children were Almira (Mrs. Christopher Wiswell) ; Jesse 
Pike (married, first, Lydia M. ———-——,, second, Elizabeth Ann Loveland) ; 
Ephraim Pitt; Harriet (4frs. Aaron Smith, of East Troy): Stephen G.; 
Nelson (married Annie M. Hodges); Clarissa Rebecea (Mrs. John Ilare). 
stephen Gano West, Jr. (1826-1889), married December 31, 1852, 
Martha, daughter ot Nelson Lake and Martha Brandon. ‘The last named was 
daughter of Charles W. Brandon and Martha. daughter of Lieut. Daniel 
Knowlton, of .\shford, Connecticut, an officer of the Revolutionary army. 
Isaac UNDERHILL WHEELER was born at Oyster Bay, Long Island, in 
1787 was apprenticed to a carpenter; raised a company for the war of 1812- 
15; had some experience as a justice of the peace; came to Whitewater in 
1840 and became one of that city’s active and substantial citizens. |‘rom 
1840 to his death, February 9, 1870, he served as justice of the peace with but 





one interval—that of his postmastership under the Taylor-Fillmore administra- 
tion. This unbroken public service tells something of the man. He mar- 
ried in 1875 Lavina Duncan, who died in 1835. leaving six children. Of these 
were Sarah (Mrs. Jesse KR. Kinne) ; Marv Ann (Alrs. Gavlord Graves) ; Elar- 
riet (irs. IWantel Salisbury); Elizabeth A. (Alrs. S. Buel ledwards) +: and 
sons Egbert and William Tl. Air. Wheeler married, second, January 26, 1837, 
Nancy Palmer (1810-1890). 

SAMUEL AUsTIN Write, son of Samuel and [lavia, danghter of Perez 
Merrick, was born in Delaware county, New York, August 10, 1823; was 
graduated in 1841) from Tlanulton College: studiel law at Haniiton and at 
Buffalo; came to Geneva as a teacher in 1845, and in 184g married Mary, 
daughter of .\ndrew Ferguson. Ile went to Port Washington, where he was 
postmaster under the Pierce administration; member of Assembly for Ozaukee 
in 1837; county judge in 1861. Tle came to Wlutewater in 1893 and casily 
gained and held a high place in the esteem of his fellow citizens. being a 
war Democrat, he was made assistant bank comptroller in 1864-5. In 1865 
he was appointed regent of normal schools. Ile served as assemblyman in 
i871 and 1872, having successively defeated Nathaniel M. Bunker and Will- 
iam Burgit Tle died March 4, 1878. 
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AsaAD \WILLIAMS was born at Stonington, Connecticut, September 26, 
1781; moved to Massachusetts and married, October 13, 1808, Jennie, daugh- 
ter of Jonathan McGee, of Colerain; went in 1814 to Herkimer county, New 
York, whence he came in 1839 to Whitewater; died May 16, 1864. Mrs. 
Williams was one day younger than Captain Williams. She died February 
11, 1880. She was truly a pioneer mother—all the village her debtor for end- 
less kind offices. Two children died young. Asad Dean Williams married 
Cynthia, daughter of William Powers and Susannah Cooper, and niece of 
Soldan Powers, of Troy. Jonathan McGee \Villiams (born 1820) married 
Sarah O., daughter of Dr. Thomas Hamilton and Sarah Armstrong and had 
sons Leo A., Frank H., Charles M. The first, ex-superintendent of schools, 
and the third are lawyers. The second, for many vears town clerk, 1s on the 
home farm, near the city. Nathan married Betsey A. Allen and had children 
George \V., Alma, Cassius C., Linn A., Leona B. Captain Asad Williams 
was a locally famous musician, and his sons Nathan and Thomas W. were for 
long widely famous performers on wind and string instruments. 

Davin WILLIAMS, son of Thorp Williams and Clarissa Peters, was born 
at Darien, New York, January 6, 1818; married September 4, 1838, Adelia, 
daughter of Daniel Phelps and Iélizabeth King; came to Geneva in 1846; was 
twice a member of the county board; assemblyman in 1858, elected over 
Charles \W. Smith; moved to Darien in 1868 and was for many years a justice 
of the peace. Mr. Williams was a steady-minded, generally sound-judging, 
neighborly man, a fair parliamentarian, an excellent Masonic workman, and 
an unshaken believer in the doctrine and revelations of spiritualism. He died 
February 7, 1898. His wife was born at Alexander, New York, April 18, 
1820, died .\pril 22, 1897. They had two children. 

GerorcE G. WILLIAMS, son of Thomas and Elizabeth, was born at Corn- 
wall, Orange county. New York, October 15, 1803; married at Athens, Greene 
county, November 7, 1824, Harriet C. Fitch; came in 1847 to Whitewater, 
and presently tuvested in pottery making. He was tor several years a justice 
of the peace, and from 1860 to 1867 was postmaster—appointed by Mr. Bu- 
chanan. Ile served a term as trustee of the State School for the Deat. His 
death was August 8, 1889. 

IsrAEL WILLIAMS, son of Ephraim, was born September 24, 1789, per- 
haps at Ashfield, Franklin county, Massachusetts, of which village his father 
was one of the founders. Ile married Lavina, daughter of Lieut. Nehemiah 
Joy, Jr.. and wife Hannah. Fler mother came with her to Linn and died 
September 10, 1838, aged seventy-seven vears. The earlier generations of this 
Joy family were Thomas!, Joseph? %, Simeon', Nehemiah® and wife Miriam 
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Turner. Ar. Witltams brought lis family in 1837 to a log house on section 
18, of Linn. In 1841 he built a frame house on section 6, besides the bay 
Ofehs name. He died October 14, 1846. Lavina was born August, 1781; 
died June 28. 1852. At least four of their sons came with or before them to 
Linn and Walworth: Moses Daniel, Israel. Royal Jov, Festus A. Other 
children were Francis, Lavina, Austin, Hannah, Fordyce. 

Royat Joy \WILztiams (named for his mother’s brother, Dr. Royal Joy) 
was born at Ashfield May 1, 1818; came to Linn in 1836; married April 5, 
1848, Lucretia S., daughter of Samuel, Warren and Abigail Walliams; died 
August 26, 1886, at Williams Bay. | 

Lucius A. WINCHESTER, son of David D. Winchester and Susan Wil- 
son, was born at Hartford, Vermont, September 22, 1821; became a black- 
snuth, and came in 1843 to Milwaukee; in 1844 came to Whitewater and took 
James Rogers as shop-partner. In 1850 he married Lucy A. Wakeley (who 
died February. 1861); in the same year he began plow making in partnership 
successively with Daniel C. Tripp, Wilhain DeWolf and John S. Partridge, 
and in 1864 added wagon-making to his growing business. In 1873 was 
formed the Winchester & Partridge Manufacturing Company, which added 
materially to the general prosperity of the otherwise enterprising village. His 
second wife was Charlotte E., daughter of Moses and Charlotte Clarke. He 
died April 9, 1890. 

Horatio Sates Wrxsor. son of Matthewson and Nancy P. Winsor, 
was barn in Rhode Island, December 21, 1815. [His parents moved to Ontario 
county, New York, and gave him an academe education. [He began to study 
law, finishing his preparation at Elkhorn, whither he came in 1839, and was 
admitted to practice in 1841. Tle was county treasurer 1842-4, and chairman 
of the county board in 1851. From 1850 to 1869 he and [larley I. Sith 
were of one of the strongest law-firms of the county. In 1865 he was a 
member of Assembly, elected as a Union candidate over Harvey M. Curtiss. 
In 1880 he formed a new partnership with a younger man, [:dward [1. 
Sprague. He died at Mitchell, South Dakota, January 23, 1892. Maria L. 
Hlusted, his wife, was born September 14, 1824; married January 1, 1846; 
died December 7, 1890. Their daughter, Ella M. died 1867, at eighteen. Their 
sons were Curtis Husted, Frank Horatio and FEd., all in South Dakota. and 
the first two are lawyers, 

CHRISTOPIIER WISWELL was youngest but one of eight children of Elenry 
Wiswell and Elizabeth Salter. Captain Wiswell, with Zenas Crane and Jolin 
Fox, began about 1800 to make paper at Dalton, Massachusetts, and from 
this beginning was developed the present Crane paper-imill, known throughout 
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the country for its bond paper and other fine products. Christopher was born 
January 1, 1811, and about a year later his father died. Edward Salter took 
his sister and her children to Chenango county. In time, Leonard and Chris- 
topber owned a tannery at Norwich. In 1840 the brothers Zenas Crane, 
Leonard and Christopher, and their sisters, Mary (Alrs. Sutherland German) 
and ltlizabeth (AIrs. Solomon Lewis), came west—all but the first to La- 
fayette or Sugar Creek. Christopher had married August 12, 1837, Almira, 
daughter of Stephen G. West, Sr., and Rebecca Pike. Mr. Wiswell was a 
good farmer, and in 1865 he was able to lay aside plow and hoe, sign national 
hank notes and fill various village offices at Elkhorn. Fle died March 3, 1883, 
two days later than his wife's death. She was born Iebruary 9, 1817. Their 
eight children, who lived, were Jeannette Rebecca (Mrs. Wilham P. EIIs- 
worth), Ilenry Christopher, Charles Edward (died in military service), 
Philip Stephen (married Mary L. Ilarrinan), Frances Almira (Irs. Everett 
C. Rouse), Jane Maria (Mrs. William L. Holden), George Nelson (married 
Clara Al. Perry), fessie Leora (Alrs, Frank Hy Winsor). 

Lewis N. \Woop was born in Cumberland county, New Jersey, January 
12, 1799; lived in Otsegu, Madison and Oneida counties; was principal of the 
Waterville Academy in 1832; was graduated as a physician from Geneva in 
1837: came to Walworth in 1839; was an early mover in school matters and 
served as town superintendent: in 1848 was deteated by George Il. Lawn for 
assemblyman ; elected over John W. Boyd in 1851; defeated by Timothy H. 
Fellows in 1852; moved to Baraboo in 1856; died in 1868. He married 
Naomi Davis and had eight children, three of whon) died in the county, while 
the others went with him from the county. Dr. Wood was a collector of 
fossil remains and of mmoeral specimens. 

Carr. Georce YouncG, son of Rev. John Young (of the Lutheran 
church) and Christiana Vought. was born at Hagerstown in 1773; went to 
Schenectady county and married Anna (or Nancy), daughter ot Capt. Hen- 
driek Waldron and AMlargaretta Van Vranken; caine in 1843 to Elkhorn and 
died in August, 1844. Of fourteen children, four died young or were unknown 
here but by names. The others were: Margaret, Mary (Mrs. Lewis Free- 
man), Jean C. (Mrs. John Pike), Gertrude (Alrs. George Gale), Anne (Alrs. 
William Vanderpool), Dr. George Henry. John, Catherine (Mrs. Thomas 
Liddle), Jacob Ulolenbeek, and Dr. William MeKowan Young. Margaretta 
Van Vranken was daughter of Richard Van Vranken and Anneke Truax, 
Whose father, NVham, was son of Isaac Vruax and Vrytje Rasborne: Trytje’s 
parents were Mieter Jacobus Rasborne and Miariche Bogardus. whose father, 
Pieter, was son of Rev. Ieverardus Pogardus and Anneke, widow of Roelof 
Jansen. 
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GEORGE HeNry Youna, son of Capt. George and Nancy, was born at 
Duanesburg, New York, March 18, 1817; studied medicine at Schenectady, 
New York, and at Fairfield (Herkimer county), and was graduated from 
Castleton in 1837. .\mong his preceptors was Dr. Theodrick Romevn Beek, 
and among classmates was Dr. Nathan S. Davis, for long of the Chicago 
Medical College. He practiced a few years in Albany and Schoharie counties, 
and came in 1843 to Elkhorn. He had married, March 21, 1838, Hester, 
daughter of Peter and Ann Hilton. Doctor Young was a student of his pro- 
fession until the end of his life. and seemed to keep easily in step with the 
advance of medica] knowledge. He died December 28. 1891. Mrs. Young 
irae pom at siavom\enes ork, October 24, 1817: died December 31.7 1894. 
Their son, George H., follows his father’s profession. .\ bright boy died in 
1864, in his ninth year. There were daughters: Ann, Mary, Hester, [lelen. 





TEE PEW YO 
PUBLIC ‘IRBRAA: 







aster, LEPC 
TILBEN FO NDA? 


‘ 









ALBERT C. BECKWITH 


BIOGRAPHICAL 





ALBMRT CLAYTON BECKWITH. 


Albert Clayton Beckwith, the eldest of ten children of Asahel Lane Beck- 
with and Harriet Angeline Seymour, was born at Chittenango, New York. 
March 14, 1836; hved at Rome (Oneida county) from 1843 to 1855 and 
there he and a brother were bred to their father’s calling of house and sign 
painter; came in 1855 to Adrian, Michigan, for employment as a brakeman; 
in 1856 to Racine, and in the same year to Delavan and Elkhorn Two 
brothers having enlisted in April, 1861, he did likewise at Cedar Falls, lowa, 
two days betore Bull Run, and was honorably discharged from the I*irst 
lowa Battery in April, 1863, at Young's Point, Louisiana. He worked at his 
calling trom 1864 to 1873 at Chicago. and returned to Elkhorn. He had 
married, April 17, 1870, Isidore Adelaide, daughter of Nathaniel Dickinson 
and Plnla Foster. Of two children, Constance Dickinson is (in 1912) assist: 
ant to the county school superintendent, and Mabel Foster is a teacher at 
Elkhorn. 

Mr. Beckwith 1s a member of Delavan Masonic Lodge, of the Grand 
Army Post at Elkhorn, of the New Ifngland Ilistoric Genealogical Society, of 
the Wisconsin Historical Society, and is a Son of the \merican Revolution. In 
19190 he undertook the compilation of the historical department of this work. 
Jn performing this unwonted task he found kindly-given and inclispensable 
help from county officers, town, village, and city clerks, clergymen and keepers 
of church records, and from many old friends and new ones; but this is omly 
to sav that he was among mien and women who have made and are making 
one of the best counties of one of the best of forty-eight states. 

Between 1897 and 1907 his brother. Edward Seymour Beckwith (1837- 
1909). with himself compiled and printed eight genealogical pamphlets, their 
total contents four hundred and ninety pages. Six of these were of a serics 
ot Beckwith Notes, relating to descendants of their immigrant ancestors, 
Matthew Beckwith (1610-1680) and wife Mary, of Flartford, New [ondon. 
and Lyme, Connecticutt. The younger compiler was a tireless tabulator of 
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genealogical data, in collecting which he developed noteworthy ingenuity. 
Besides. he knew something of the service and mulitary reputation of most 
l-ederal regiments of the Civil war, and much generally and particularly of the 
organization and service of \Visconsin regitnents and batteries. He had found, 
too, much interest in minor local records, no inconsiderable part of which, by 
copving or otherwise, he had saved from destruction. His various notes 
have supplied mueh of value to this compilation. Though no more than his 
elder brother a trained writer, his letters were easy, graphic, racy, and he had 
his grandfather Seymour's knack of satirical rhyming. In grained imitations 
of native and imported woods his forms and colorings were careful studies of 
nature's endless variety, and his work was known at New York, Detroit. 
Lansing (state house), Chicago, and Milwaukee. 


HORACE GREELEY DOUG? == 


The examples such men as Tlorace Greeley Douglass, the popular ex- 
ayor of the city of Lake Geneva, furnish of patient purpose and steadfast 
integrity strongly Hlustrate what is in the power of each to accomplish, and 
there 1s always a full measure of satisfaction in adverting even in a casual 
way to their achievements in advancing the interests of their fellow men and 
in giving strength and solidity to the institutions which make so much for the 
prosperity of the conununity, for, all will agree that it is the progressive, 
broad-minded, alert, wide-awake men of affairs who make the real lnistory of 
a community and the subjeet’s influence as a potential factor of the body 
politic is difheult to estimate. 

Mr. Douglass was boru at the town of lontana, near the west shore of 
Lake Geneva, this county, on November 12, 1858. He 1s the son of Carlos 
Lavalette Douglass and Margaret (Stewart) Douglass, a complete sketch of 
whom appears elsewhere in this work. Suffice it to say here that this familv 
has been prominent in the county since pioneer days. 

The subject grew up at Fontana and in his youth worked with his father 
in the flour mill there, the latter owning the mills, remaining in this work 
until he was about twenty-four years old. The father also owned a fine farm 
of three hundred and sixty acres, which he kept well stocked; this the son took 
charge of when the father retired from active life, and the son now owns the 
place. Ile remained there successfully engaged in general farming and stock 
raising until about 1887, then caine to Lake Geneva and entered the milling 
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business, the ms and onts of which he had long previously mastered. He 
operated the old Geneva mill, the first mill in this county run by water power. 
He continued to operate the old mill about four years, then bought ground 
along the railroad, and he and Mr. Dunn, his brother-in-law, built an elevator 
and ran that for eleven years, doing a large business in this line. Selling the 
elevator to John E. Burton, they went to Williaints Bay and embarked in the 
lumber and coal business with Mr. Dunn, under the firm name of Douglass & 
Dunn. They had a good business both at Williams Bay and at Zenda. .\bout 
1907 Mr. Douglass sold his interest to Mr. Dunn and he has not been engaged 
in active business affairs since. He made a success of whatever he turned his 
attention to and accumulated a competency. He las a commodious and at- 
tractive home at Lake Geneva. 

Politically, Mr. Douglass is a loval Republican and has long been active 
in party affairs. He has been a member of the school board at Lake Geneva 
for two years and in the spring of 1908. he was elected mavor of Lake 
Geneva, his time expiring in June, 1912. His administration has been char- 
acterized by a progressive, fair and broad-minded policy which has met the 
hearty approval ot all concerned, and he has done much toward the permanent 
good of the city. 

Mr. Douglass was married to Katherine Dunn, daughter of Vatriek and 
Ann (Murray) Dunn, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. She 
was born and reared in the town of Linn, this county, where her parents set- 
tled in pioneer days. Four children, two sons and two daughters, have been 
born to Mr. and Mrs. Douglass, namely: Ruth, Uarold, Josephine and 
Howard, all at home with their pareuts, Harold being engaged in the coal 
business at Lake Geneva. 

Iraternally, Mr. Douglass 1s a member of the Modern Woodmen of 
America. 

Mr. Douglass owns the family homestead and on that ground is a flag 
staff, marking the spot where Brink and Jeauno, a half-breed Indian, steod 
when they discovered Geneva lake—the first white man who saw the lake. 
He and Jeauno were surveying for the government. Mr. Douglass got this 
information directly trom Mr. Brink and it was corroborated by others. On 
the same ground Chief Big Foot’s son was buried high tn a tree, then after- 
wards taken down and placed in another tree near the lake shore. 

From Mr. Douglass’ home he can see the whole of Lake Geneva, from 
end to end with the exception of Wilhams Bay and Geneva Bay, and a view 
of the lake from the old home is a sight which is calenlated to remain in one’s 
memory through life. On the farm is a great spring of excellent water, 
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which analysis has shown to be the same as White Rock. It is sold for drink- 
ing purposes and shipped to offices, stores and homes, finding a very ready 
sale. 

Personally, Mr. Douglass is a sociable, genial and obliging gentleman 
whom it is a pleasure to meet, and he is held in the highest esteem by all who 
know him. 


JUDGE JAY FORREST LYON. 


Jay Forrest Lyon was born on November 6, 1862, at Darien, this county, 
and is a son of Joseph F. and Arimathea (Jones) Lyon. The Lyon pedigree 
has been traced back to \Wilham Lyon, of Roxbury, England, who, at the age 
of fourteen, September 11, 1635, embarked in the “Hopewell,” in which he 
reached Massachusetts after a tedious voyage of many weeks. He there grew 
to manhood and married Sarah Ruggles, daughter of John and Mary (Cur- 
tis) Ruggles. To Wilham Lyon and wife a son was born, whom they named 
Witham. le grew up and married Sarah Duncan, and to them Santuel was 
born on September 20, 1679; he married Joanna, daughter of John and 
Hannah (Prentice) Weld. To Samuel and Joanna Lyon a son, Edward, was 
born, December 24, 1710, at Roxbury, who married Rebecca Boyden, and to 
them a son, David, was born in 1739, whose son, Isaac, was born at Royalston 
and married Sally Blodgett and to them Joseph I. Lyon, father of Judge 
Lyon, was born. 

sally Blodgett’s ancestry is as follows: She was in the seventh genera- 
tion of the Blodgett family. The first of the name of whom we have definite 
record was Thomas Blodgett and his wife Susanna, who emigrated to America 
from London, lengland. in 1635 on the old-fashioned sailing vessel “Increase,” 
accompanied by their sons, Damiel and Samuel. The family settled at Caim- 
bridge, Massachusetts. Their son Samuel married Lucy Locke and settled at 
Woburn. Samuel's son, Thomas, married Rebecca Tidd, and they named a 
son Samucl, who married Mary Russell, and to this union a son, Timothy, 
was born, .\ugust 7, 1740, who married Millicent Perry, and their son, Joseph, 
horn in 1776, married Thankful Flawkins and lived at Titzwilham, New 
Hlampshire. To then a daughter, Sally, was born in 1800, who married Isaae 
Lyon, and was the mother of Joseph F. Lyon, who was born in Susquehanna 
county, Pennsylvania, April 23, 1825. When nineteen ycars of age, in 1844, he 
started from his home in the Neystone state to Illinois, traveling most of the 
wavy on foot. Ile reached Little Foot (Fort?), now Waukegan, where he 
found employment as elerk ina store. Soon he induced his father’s family to 
come west. He remained at Little Foot (ort?) until 1850, then moved to 
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Woodstock, Illinois, and engaged in the mercantile business until 1854, then 
removed to Walworth county, Wisconsin, and established his home im the 
town of Darien. Having previously studied law with Mr. Blodgett in Wau- 
kegan, he continued his legal studies while engaged as a commercial traveler 
tor a New York clothing house, having been thus engaged from 1852 until 
1855. While living at Woodstock he was appointed postmaster by President 
Fillmore and served in that capacity three years. Ife was also engaged at 
times in the practice of law in justice courts. On July 26, 1854, he was united 
in marriage with Arimathea Jones, daughter of Truman Jones, this family 
having come here in 1838 among the early pioneers, and for some time Mrs. 
Lyon was one of the early teachers of the county. 

In the spring of 1859 Joseph F. Lyon went overland with an ox team to 
California, and returned in 1860, resuming the study of law at Darien, and 
was admitted to the bar in 1864 in the cireuit court of Walworth county. He 
was successful as an attorney and was prominent in local politics. He was a 
representative from this county in the Legislature in 1868. He continued to 
practice law in Darien until 1875. when he was appointed clerk of the circuit 
court to fll a vacancy. He was afterward elected to the same office, which he 
held until Jannary 1, 1878. Upon his appointment to this office he removed 
to Elkhorn, and here he continued to reside after his term of office had 
expired, and here he practiced law the rest of Ins life. his death occurring in 
1902. His wife died on November 7, 1872. leaving three children, .\. May, 
Vernette M. and Jay Forrest. While a resident of Darien Joseph IF. Lyon 
served as chairman of the county board of supervisors for two years. He was 
elected justice of the peace in Elkhorn, and was clerk of the [¢khorn schools. 
He was twice married. his last wife being Amelia Dodge, daughter of Leander 
and Ilarriet Dodge. She was born at Darien, this county, in 1840, her parents 
having been early settlers there. She died in 1go6, 

Judge Jay F. Lyon was thirteen years of age when lus parents moved to 
Elkhorn. Here he attended the public schools, graduating from the high school 
in 1880. He soon afterwards took a position as stenographer in the offices of 
the Chicago, St. Pan]. Minneapolis & Omaha railroad, working in their general 
offices in St. Paul. Minnesota, for four vears, and while there met the lady 
‘he later became his wife. Not finding railroading entirely to his liking and 
havine lone desired to follow in the footsteps of his father ma professional 
way. he entered the Boston University School of Law. front which he was 
sraduated in 188%. Thus well equipped tor his chosen lite work, he at once 
entered upon the practice of his profession at Elkhorn with his sather, and 
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they continued in partnership until t899. In January of that vear the subject 
was appointed county judge to All out an unexpired term, and was re-elected 
to this office in 1901, and again in 1905 and 1909, for terms of four years 
each. 

At the law school he took a three years’ course in two years, and had the 
satisfaction of showing that, although comimg from farther west than any 
of his class, nearly all being from Eastern colleges, he had the ability to stand 
at the head of his class. 

The domestic lite of Judge Lvon began on June 30, 1886, at St. Paul, 
Minnesota, when he was united in marriage with Caroline A. Bayard, a lady 
of culture and refinement and a daughter of Wilham and Rachael (Lewis) 
Bayard. She was born at Cornwall-on-the-Hudson, New York. 

To the Judge and wife four sons have been born, namely: Bayard, born 
April 4. 1887, was graduated from Oberlin College in June, Ig1o, and is 
now in Tientsin, China; William F., born November 2, 1889, was graduated 
from Oberlin College in June, 1911, and he is now in Tientsin, China, where 
he went in August. 1911, under appointment of the International Young 
Men's Christian .\ssociation, to teach in the Nan lai Middle School. He 
was soon busy with his work as teacher and he started a football team, a band 
and other forms of recreation and amusements, and was in the thick of 
college life there when the revolution of 1911 began; Charles E., born January 
7, 1896, and George D., born July 18, 1897, are attending school. 

lraternally, Judge Lyon is a member of the Masonic order and the 
Knights of Pythias, and in rehigious matters he belongs to the Baptist church. 


[DV RR) AV ILLIAMS 


In these days of large commercial transactions, when credits cut a iarge 
factor 11 the daily round of business, the province ot the banker is very wide 
and very important. The excellence of the banks of the present as compared 
with those of the past gives to all classes of business men first-class security 
for their deposits, assistance when they are in need of ready money to move 
their business, and a means of exchanging credits that could be accomplished 
in safety no other way. [na large measure the success of the present time in 
all branches of business is largely the result of the present banking methods. 
It is quite common for the stockholders ot the banks to be business men of 
prominence in the commmunity.—farmers, merchants, maniutacturers and pro- 
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fessional men,—all of whom are known to the depositors and their standing 
well established. Thus gives stability to the bank and confidence to the com- 
munity. Such is the confidence in the Citizens Bank of Delavan, of which 
Edward F. Wiliams is president. 

Mr. Wilhams was born at Delavan, Walworth county, Wisconsin, April 
Gee ag el teis the son ot Mery H. and Aimanda (Keeler) Withams, “The 
father was born in Dublin, Ireland, and was the son of Welsh parents. Ite 
grew to manhood in Dublin and there married Jane Curran. Vhey emigrated 
to \merica in 1847, and after spending one winter in New York state they 
came to Delavan, Wisconsin. The father had been a jeweler in the old 
country. and he started a small shop here m the early days on the present 
site of the Citizens Bank. He was in the jewelry business here until he retired 
a few vears betore his death. Ele was twice married, and the first wien 
resulted in the birth of six children, namely: Susan became the wife of a 
Mr. James and died in Kansas; Henry 1s living at Forest Grove, Oregon; 
Ella lives in Delavan with her brother, Howard; Jennie died in 1902; Robert 
lives at Emporia, Kansas; Nettie married I. J. .\twood, and lived seventeen 
vears in China, where her husband was a missionary; they now live at New- 
ton, Washington. The mother of these children died two or three years after 
conung to Delavan, and the tather atterwards married Amanda Weeler, who 
was born near Elmira, New York, and she was a voung girl when she came 
to Walworth county m 1837. She was the daughter of Peter N. and Sarah 
(Wilson) Neeler. This family located m1 the northern part of Darien town- 
ship, and were among the first settlers in the county. ‘The first child born to 
the second union of the subject’s father died in infancy; |loward lives in 
Delavan, having suceceded Ins father in the jewelry business; Edward I*., of 
this sketch, was the youngest. 

Henry FE Wilhams was thoroughly identified with the progress of this 
eomniunity, and he held several local offices. Tlis death oceurred in 1903, 
his wife having preceded him to the grave in 1892. 

Edward F. Williams grew to manhood in Delavan and attended the 
public schools here. After leaving school he began his business career by 
clerking in a clothing store in Delavan with M. Gavett for five years. In 1881 
he entered the Citizens Bank as assistant cashier. In 1886 he was elected 
cashier, and in 1910 succeeded to the presidency of the bank, the duties of 
which he continues to ably discharge, the ever-increasing prestige of this safe 
and conservative institution being due in no small measure to his excellent 
management. He is also a director in the Bradley Knitting Company of this 
place. For eight vears he was president of the board of education. When 
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Delavan became a city in 1897 he was eleeted mayor, which office he held two 
years, doing mueh for the permanent good of the town, whose interests he 
has ever had at heart and lost no opportunity to promote. 

Mr. Williams was married in 1892 to Carrie Phoenix, daughter of 
Franklin K. and Mary (Topping) Phoenix. Her father was the son of Col. 
Samuel Phoenix, whose record is given at length in the chapter dealing with 
the county's first settlenient. Franklin K. Phoenix was born in Perry, 
Genesee county (now Wyoming county), New York, in 1825, and in 1837 
he came to Walworth county with his parents. He established a nursery 
when a voung man, which he conducted until about 1854, then moved to 
Bloomington, Hhinois, where he engaged in the same lne of business on an 
extensive scale, having six hundred acres under stock. making one of the 
largest nurseries in the world at that time. He closed out the business in 
1877 and in 187g returned to Delavan, this county, and started another 
nursery, which he continued for several years. He married Mary E. Topping, 
daughter of Thomas Topping and wife: she was born in Montgomery eounty, 
New York. The Toppings were early settlers around Darien. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Wilhams three elildren have been born: 
Phoemx and Lawrence are both attending Beloit College, and Edwina is 
attending high school at Delavan. Mr. Williams is a member of the Episeo- 
pal -church. 

The Citizens Bank of Delavan, of which Mr. Williams is president, 
was organized in March, 1875, by Frank Leland, C. B. Vallman, John De- 
\Wolf and others, as a state bank. It started with a paid-up eapital of fifteen 
thousand dollars, later mcreasing this to twenty-five thousand dollars. In 
19to the capital stock was increased to titty thonsand dollars, and it now has 
a surplus of thirty-hve thousand dollars. Jn 1884 they built a one-story 
brick building on the present site, and in 1906 tore it down and erected the 
present substanuial and imodernly appointed structure, a two-story building 
with two business rooms, with a stone front and all up-to-date safety devices, 
etc. In 1892 there was a great explosion of dynamite in the store next door 
which demolished the front of the building in the drug store owned by H. R. 
Doane, and he and a Alr. Totten were killed. Although the front of the bank 
building was demoltshed and partly blown across the street, the rest of the 
Inulding was slnelded by the vault near which the explosion occurred. Amid 
the excitement those in charge of the bank placed gold and currency in the 
vault and locked it promptly, quickly carrying the books and notes to the other 
bank. Next morning their accounts balanced to the penny. This bank has 
the thorough confidence of the people and has the reputation through many 
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years Of being ably, safely and honestly managed. A statement issued by 
this bank on September 11, tyg1i, shows the bank's resources as follows: 
Loans and discounts, $516,943.65; bonds, $62,530.22; banking house and 
furniture, $14,000; cash and due from banks, $145,644.65; total, $739,118.52. 
Liabilities: Capital, $50,000; surplus and profits, $32,262.56; deposits, $636,- 
855-96; total, $739,118.52. The present officers and direetors are: Edward 
F. Wilhanis, president; R. H. James. vice-president: A. S. Parish, cashier; 
W. F. Fernholz, Howard Williams, S$. L. Jackson, D. E. LaBar, Tl. <A. 
Briggs and J. H. Goodrich. 

Personally, Mr. Wilhams is an obliging, public-spirited and genial gen- 
tleman who enjoys the confidence and respect of a wide circle of friends and 
acquaintances. ' 


Oye OOPER, 


“Aman who has long been influential in the advancement and prosperity 
of Walworth county, endorsing every movement which he believes will prove 
beneficial to humanity is Edmund J. Hooper, president of the State Bank of 
Elkhorn. His achievements represent the result of honest endeavor along 
lines where mature judgment has pointed the way. Te possesses a weight of 
character, a native sagacity, a discriminating tact and a fidelity of purpose 
that command the respect of all with whom he ts associated, being a leader in 
financial, business, civic and social affairs of his Vicinity. 

Mr. Hooper was born at Palinvra, Jefferson county, Wisconsin, Decem- 
ber 26, 1857. He is the son of John B. and Jane Eliza (Lean) Hooper, both 
natives of Cornwall. England, where they spent their childhood, the father 
emigrating to America in 1844, when fourteen years old, accompanied by lus 
father, George Hooper, who bought a farm near Palmyra, Wisconsin, and 
established the family home there. The mother of the subject was also a 
child when she was brought to Jefferson county, Wisconsin, from England 
by her parents, John Lean and wife, who established their home at the town 
of Sullivan, near Palmyra. and there Jane Ithza grew to womanhood and 
lived until she and John B. Hooper were married. They spent most of their 
lives on the farm which George Ilooper settled in pioneer times, and there 
they reared their six children, and there the mother spent the rest of her 
life, dying in January, 1905. John B. Hooper, now advanced in years, still 
lives there, an honored and well known pioncer. 
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[Edmund J. Hooper grew to manhood on his father’s farm, where he 
assisted with the general work when a boy, attending the local schools in the 
winter months, remaining at home until he was nineteen years old, when he 
started in life ior himself by going into the general merchandise business, in 
the Mitchell Brothers’ store at Palmyra. In February, 1881, he went to 
Chicago, where he took a position with the wholesale jobbing house of Phelps, 
Dodge & Palmer, dealers in boots and shoes. Returning to Palmyra in 1884, 
he and Giles Hibbard formed a partnership in the general merchandise busi- 
ess, under the firm name of Hibbard & Hooper, which continued until 1887, 
When he purchased Mr. Hibbard’s interest and continued the business alone 
until January 1, 1896, building up a large trade. Then he and W. J. Bray 
organized the State Bank at I:lkhorn and opened up for business the following 
July, Mr. Bray as president and Mr. Hooper as cashier, the latter remaining 
as cashier until in January, 1g10, when he became president of the bank, 
which position he now holds, the duties of which he has discharged in a man- 
ner that has reflected much credit upon his ability and integrity and to the 
entire satisfaction of the stockholders and patrons, rendering this popular 
bank one of the sound and safe institutions of its kind in the southern part 
of the state. Mr. Hooper is also a stockholder in the Continental and Com- 
mercial National Bank of Chicago. Tle has been very successful both as a 
banker and merehant, and is today one of the substantial and representative 
business men of the county, all through his individual efforts. 

Politically, Mr. Hooper is a Republican, and while living in Jetferson 
county he was on the county board of supervisors for six or seven years, and 
alter moving to [fkhorn he was a member of the Walworth county board 
cight or ten years, also a member of the board of education in Elkhorn for a 
number of vears. Ele has been very faithful in the discharge of his duties 
as a public servant. 

Mr. Hooper was married on June 16, 1884, to Elizabeth M. Vanden- 
burg, a lady of culture and refinement, a daughter of Peter and Pamelia 
(Carr) Vandenburg, the father having come to this state from .\msterdam, 
New York, and became well established here. Mrs. Flooper was born at 
Little Prairie, in Troy townslup, this county. 

The union of the subject and wife has been graced by the birth of two 
daughters, Winifred and flizabeth Jane, both now at home, the latter at- 
tending high school in lélkhorn, the former having been graduated from Mil- 
waukee-Donner College, Milwaukee, with the elass of 1gtt. 

Mr. and Mrs. flooper are members of the Congregational church, and 
lraternally he is a member of the Wisconsin Consistory, Delavan Command- 
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ery, Knights Templar, the Elkhorn Chapter, Roval Arch Masons, and the 
Biue Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons. He has long been prominent in 
Masonic circles of this part of the state, which is a criterion of his high 
standing among his fellow men. 

Mr. Hooper has a beautiful home in one of the most desirable residence 
sections of Elkhorn, and here the many friends of the family delight to 
gather. finding an old-time hospitality and good cheer ever prevailing. 


‘ OI SEEN eves DER. | Ik. 


Among the young men of Walworth county who have forged to the 
front no better or worthier example than that of John Henry Snyder, Jr.. 
the present efficient and popular postmaster of Elkhorn and one of our rep- 
resentative business men, could be found. He is known to be a man of 
excellent judgment. Careful in his calculations, resourceful in his dealings 
and eminently honorable m his relations with others, people have always 
reposed confidence in his word and his integrity has been above criticism. 

Mr. Snyder was born in Elkhorn, Wisconsin, March 7. 1871. Le is 
the son of John H., Sr., and Eliza Rk. (Munson) Snyder. The father was 
born in the town of Claverack. Columbia county, New York, December 24, 
1834. The Snyder family came originally to this country from [lolland and 
settled in the state of New York in an early day. 

John H. Snyder, Sr., was left an orphan when eighteen inonths of age. 
and he came with his grandfather to Mukwonago, Wisconsin, in 1846, and 
there resided until 186g. While living there he was married, in 1857, to 
Eliza R. Munson, daughter of Edwin and Mary (Carpenter) Munson. She 
was born near Rochester, New York, and came to Vernon, Waukesha 
county. Wisconsin, with her parents when she was a voung girl, and lived 
i Vernon untt) her marriage. She was descended from Vhomas Munson, 
who came from [tngland to New Ilaven, Connecticut, in 1634. She is a 
direct descendant of Medad Munson, who was in the Revolutionary Con- 
necticut troops with Benedict Arnold's expedition to Canada. 

The parents of the subject of this sketch came to [tkhorn in the spring 
of 1869; they retained their farm at Mukwonago for some time after com 
ing here. John Snyder, Sr.. became proprietor of the Central [fouse in [EIk- 
horn, the pioneer hotel of the city, which was finally torn down, making 
place for the present Elkhorn Flotel at the southeast corner of the court 
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house square. He retired from the hotel business in 1884. [He had sold his 
farm at Mukwonago and purchased another at the east edge of Elkhorn, 
within the city limits, the old Latham farm, where the founders of Elkhorn 
pitched their tents upon their arrival here. He still owns this valuable farm 
and lives in Elkhorn. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. John H. Snyder, Sr., named 
as follows: Fred H., proprietor of the Frederick Hotel, St. Paul, Minne- 
sota; Clifford F., now living in Munich, where he has an art studio, being a 
very talented portrait painter; John Henry, of this sketch; Maude E. ts the 
wife of William ]. Riddell, of Des Moines, lowa. 

John H. Snyder, of this review, grew to manhood in Elkhorn and here 
he attended the high school, later took a course in the law department of 
Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts, from which he was graduated 
in the vear 1893. Ile then went to Sioux [‘alls, South Dakota, where he 
practiced law suceessfully for four years. Prior to this time lis brother, 
red H., had become proprietor of the Cataract Hotel at Sioux Falls, and in 
1899 he terminated his connection with the same and was succeeded by the 
subject, who conducted the business until the lease expired in 1903. 

In 1904 occurred the marriage of John Hy Snyder, jie, aid Gerriude 
Hl. Harrison, of Sioux lalls. She was born in Lawrence, Massachusetts, 
and from there moved with her parents, William Harrison and wife, tu St. 
Paul, Minnesota, later to Helena, \Mfontana. She came to Sioux Falls as a 
teacher of music in All Sats School, an Episcopal school of that city, her 
parents remaining at Jelena the meantime, where they still reside. In 
1go4 Mr. Snyder and wife came back to his old home in Elkhorn, and here 
he went into the newspaper business as a partner of I. Fl. aimes, succeeding 
AM. VT. Park in the office of the Likhorn Independent, the pioneer newspaper 
ol the county, and he has continued in the business ever since. 

Politically, Mr. Snyder is a Republican and has long been active in 
party affairs. Tle served two terins in the city council, being president of the 
samc, and he was also a member of the municipal water and hght commis- 
sion. Tle was elected president of the Vrogressive Republican legislative 
cunpaign in Walworth county, and at the primaries was elected a member 
of the Republican county committee, and at its organization was unanimously 
elected chairman of the county organization. Ile was appointed postinaster 
at [Ikhoru in ebruary, 1911, assuming his official duties in Mareh following 
and he is the present meuntbent of the same, discharging its duties in a 
manner that reflects credit upon liimself and gives satisfaction to the people 
and the department. As a public servant he has been true to every trust 
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reposed in hnn and has shown his fidelity to correct ideals and sound prin- 
ciples in all his relations with the public. For two terms he was secretary 
of the Walworth County Old Settlers’ Society and 1s now secretary of the 
Walworth County Historical Society. 

Fraternally, Mr. Snyder belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks and the Knights of Pythias. being past chancellor of the latter. He 
has been interested in the local band for the past twenty-five years, with the 
exception of the time when he was away, and for the past four years he has 
been its director. 

The death of Mr. Snyder's first wife occurred on September 29. tycy. 
She was the mother of two cluldren. Theodosia Munson Snyder, born at 
Sioux Falls on May 21, 1902, and Jolin Silvernale Snyder, born in E:khorn 
on December 6, 1903. 

The subject was again married on November 15, 1911, to Louise B. 
Winter, of I:lkhorn, danghter of Fred Winter and wife. She was born im 
Lafayette township, on her fathers farm, not far from Elkhorn. Mr. 
Winter was born in Germany, from which country he emigrated to Cleve- 
land, Ohio, when a young man, about 1870. His wife was also a native of 
Germany and she came to Chicago when young and from that city to Wal- 
worth county, Wisconsin. 

Mr. and Mrs. Snyder are communicants of the [Episcopal church, of 
which he is junior warden, having held that position over eight years. 

Mr. Snyder has been successful in a business way in whatever he has 
turned his attent'on to, and he has been the Independent one of the most 
influential papers in southern Wisconsin. A plain, straightforward, public- 
spirited gentleman, he enjoys the esteem of all who know him. 


ENR Yeoh ADE y: 


One of the worthy and well remembered pioneer citizens of Walworth 
county who did much for the development of his locality in a former genera- 
tion was the well-remembered Henry Bradley, at one time postmaster at 
Elkhorn, a man who, having the old-fashioned ideas of honesty and upright- 
ness, left the indelible impress of his character on the people with whom he 
came into contact and therefore he is well remembered by a host of friends 
and acquaintances, and his career 1s well worthy of emulation by the youth 
standing at the parting of the ways. 
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Mr. Bradley had the honor of establishing the first settlement at Elk- 
horn, having come here when this country was still the domain of the red 
man and the haunt of the denizens of the wild, but he was a man of courage, 
brave, freedom-loving, taking a delight in God’s glorious out-of-doors, feeling 
craniped, like Daniel Boone, the greatest of pioneers, 1f he had a neighbor 
nearer than five miles. The men hke him who live nowadays are not numer- 
ous; however, he was but one of a type in his period. 

Mr. Bradley was born in Delaware county, New York, December 26, 
1823, and was the son of Daniel E. and Betsey (Sturgis) Bradley. His 
father was one of the men who staked the first claims and founded the city 
of Elkhorn, Wisconsin, on February 27, 1837. On January 12th of that year 
the families of Daniel IX. Bradley and his brother, Milo E., arrived from the 
East at the old log cabin of the settlement. The oldest among the children 
of the Bradley party was Henry, then fourteen years of age. Two years 
later Daniel IE. Bradley died. Vhe family remained on the farm about three 
years longer, then commenced in the mercantile business in Elkhorn in 1847. 
In 1846 Henry Bradley was appointed under-sheriff otf Walworth county. 
On April 18, 1847, he was united in marriage with Nancy J. Mallory, daugh- 
ter of Samuel M. Mallory. She was burn in Tompkins county, New York. 

In 1852 this tamily went overland to California and there Alr, Bradley 
enguged in muning. Three years later they returned by way of Greytown 
and Nicaragua by steamship to New York, thence to Niles, Alichigan, by 
train and so home, at Elkhorn. Soon afterwards he was appointed deputy 
clerk of the court. tle returned to the West, going to southern Oregon in 
18sg aud spent a year there, then returned to this county. 

Mr. Bradley was first appointed postmaster in 1861 by President [in- 
coln, and he served in this capacity for a period of twenty-four vears con- 
tinuously, discharging the duties of the same in a manner that retleeted much 
credit upon himself and to the entire satisfaction of the people and the de- 
partment. The salary was small, but he devoted his attention to the office 
with much fidelity. In r&&4. when the Democrats came into power, Mr. 
Bradley was succeeded by one of the domimant party. In 1888 he was re- 
appointed to the local ofhce by President THlarrison and served fonr years 
more. Upon his second retirement from official duties he ceased active busi- 
ness and spent considerable time with a son in Salt Lake City, Utah. He also 
spent a year in Europe, and. bemg a keen observer and widely read, he talked 
very entertainingly of his travels and his early experiences in the Far West 
and of the pionecr days in Wisconsin. Fle possessed a very fine store of 
reminiscences. Ile was a man whom everybody admired and respected for 
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his strength of character, his industry, public spirit and general intelligence. 
All through his life he was an ardent lover of nature and the outdoors, de- 
lighting in camping trips, was familiar with the “oak openings,’ the lakes 
and the clearing from their most alluring days. He was fond of the rod and 
gun, because they took him into the fields and woods, “away from man with 
his vain couceits.’ He was a musician and although he interpreted little of 
the written score himself, the musical taste of the community along its best 
lines tound in him helpful and encouraging appreciation. Self-reliant, men- 
tally vigorous, of strong but unobtrusive convictions, and of fine old-fashioned 
integrity, Elkhorn history was enriched by the wholesomeness of his life. 

The death of Mr. Bradley occurred on .\ugust 17, 1909, in his eighty- 
sixth vear. Few men who had made Elkhorn their home during Mr. Brad- 
ley's long residence here were so well or so favorably known. Ars. Bradley 
is still living in Elkhorn. Of their children, William M. is an attorney at 
law in Salt Lake City: a daughter, Mrs. Lillian B. Kenyon, lives at Tacoma, 
Washington; Anna Ruth is the wife of francis H. Eames, Jr., and resides 
in Elkhorn. 


PREINCTS.b > Paris. 


Perhaps no one agency in all the world has done so much for publie 
progress as the press, and an enterprising, well-edited journal 1s a most im- 
portamt factor in promoting the welfare and prosperity of any community. 
It adds to the intelligence of the people through its transmission of foreign 
and domestic news and through its discussion of the leading questions and 
issues of the day, and more than that, it makes the town or city which it 
represents known outside of the iminediate locality, as it is sent cach day or 
week into other districts, carrying with it an account of the events transpiring 
in its home locality. the advancement and progress there being made, and the 
advantages which it offers to its residents along moral, educational, social and 
commercial lines. Walworth county is certainly indebted to its wide-awake 
journals in no small degree, and one of the men who are doing a commend- 
able work in the local newspaper field is Tfrancts 11. Tames, part owner of the 
lilkhorn Independent. We has long been connected with journalistic work, 
and his power as a writer and editor, as well as a business man, 1s widely 
acknowledged among contemporary newspaper men and the public in general. 

Mr. Eames was born in Spring Prairie township, this county, July 29, 
1872, and is the son of Francis II., Sr., and Jenette S. (Smith) Eames. The 
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father was born in Verona, Oneida county, New York, on December 18, 
1821. He was the son of Havilah E. and Philatheta (Warner) Eames. The 
Eantes ancestry is traceable back to the famous “Mayflower,” when the Pil- 
grim fathers founded Massachusetts Bay colony. Later members of the 
family aided in the struggle of the colonists for independence. Havilah 
Eames was born in Massachusetts, September 18, 1791, and he devoted his 
life to farming. When a young ian he nioved to New York, where he spent 
his remaining days, dying on July 6, 1840, when forty-nine years of age. His 
wife was born in Massachusetts, June 6, 1791, and her death occurred in 
New York on May 6, 1838. Francis H. Eames, Sr., spent his early life on a 
farm in the state of New York, and after attending the common schools he 
took a college course, later taught school several terms. In June, 1843, he 
cae to Wisconsin Territory and purchased a tract of wild Jand in Spring 
Prairie township, which he developed into a good farm, and here established 
a comfortable home through lis industry and perseverance, being known as 
one of tlie substantial pioneer agriculturists of this locality. 

Francis H. Eames, Sr., and Jenette Smith were married on the 28th 
day of June. 1848. She was born in Rochester New York, Api 
1831, and was the daughter of Daniel and Ehzabeth (Puffer) Smith. Her 
father was also born in the E:mpire state and there he engaged in business as 
a lumber dealer. Air. Sinith came to Alaiitowoc,9 iscousin, inten 
there engaged in the Iuniber business until his death. He becanie one of the 
substantial and influential citizens of that place, highly respected by all who 
knew him. lis parents were both natives of Germany. Mrs. Smith, who 
also was of German parentage, was born 11 New York, and she spent her 
last days in Wisconsin, where her death occurred in 1884 at the age of 
seventy-nine years. She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
and a woman of many praiseworthy attributes of head and heart. 

Four children were born to Francis H. Eames, Sr., and wife, namely: 
Olivia ML., born October 6, 1849, died February 22, 1860; Alfred W., born 
January 5, 1852, is now in the Hawanan Islands, where he owns and operates 
an extensive pineapple cannery, employing about two hundred and fifty people, 
and he does an extensive business. He owns a vast tract of Jand and raises 
great quantities of pineapples, and has accumulated a handsome conipetency 
there. Tle had resided at Los Angeles, California, since 1874 until about the 
time flawaii and the rest of the Sandwich Islands were annexed by the 
United States. The next child in order of birth in the family of Francis H. 
Eames was Ira F., whose birth occurred February 3, 1861, and he died April 
28, 1870, when nine years old; Francis H., Jr., of this sketch, was the young- 
est of the family. 
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The tather of the above-named children developed a fine farm from the 
wild land and 1m connection with general farming he made a specialty of rais- 
ing Merino sheep and short-horn cattle, his fine stock ranking with the best 
in the county. He started in life at the foot of the ladder, but he overcame 
many obstacles and won a large degree of material success by his close appli- 
cation and honest dealings. He manifested a commendable interest in every- 
thing pertaining to the upbuilding of the community, and he won the confi- 
dence and Ingh regard of those who knew him. ITfis death occurred on May 
30, 1893. His widow now resides in Elkhorn with her son, l'rancis HI., Jr. 

Francis H. Eames, Jr., spent his boyhood, until he was fourteen vears of 
age on his fathers farm, then came to Elkhorn and attended high school, 
remaining in the Elkhorn schools four years. .\fter leaving Ingh school he 
went to Chicago and took a commercial course. During vacations in Elkhorn 
he worked in the office of the /udependent, where he learned the printer's 
trade, having begun in a boy's place and worked up, becoming an excellent 
compositor in due course of time. After finishing in the commercial schvol in 
Chicago, he took a position in the advertising department of the Chicayo 
Inter-Ocean. A tew months later he took a position as bookkeeper in the 
John M. Smythe store of that city, remaining there until 1893, when his 
father died, upon which event he came home and spent the sumimer on the 
farm. [n the fall following he went to Elkhorn and was again in the office 
of the Jedependent, remaining there until the fall of 1894, when he and his 
mother went to California. In February, 1896, he returned home to look 
after the place, the barns having been burned down, and he remained there 
during the years 1896 and 1897. On August 12, 1897, he married .\nna 
Ruth Bradley, daughter of Henry and Jane (Mallory) Bradley, a well- 
known family of Elkhorn, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. 
After his marriage he returned to the old homestead and in the spring of 
1898 took charge of the same. In 1899 he purchased a one-third interest 
in the Elkhorn Independent with M. T. Park and Eugene Kenney, but he 
continued to conduct the farm until 1g00. Mr. Park had received an ap- 
pointment as superintendent of a state institution and Mr. Eames came into 
the office to succeed to his duties. On November 6, 1902, Messrs. Park and 
Eames bought out Mr. Kenney and they published the paper about two years, 
then, on March 1, 1904. J. H. Snyder, Jr., purchased Mr. Park's interest, 
and Messrs. Eames and Snyder have been joint owners of the paper since. 

Mr. Eames still retains the farm, but he has lived in Elkhorn since 1899. 
He has done much toward increasing the prestige of the /udependent, which 
is recognized as one of the leading papers of southern Wisconsin, making it a 
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newsy, bright, valuable advertising medium, a peer of any of its type in 
inechanical appearance and editorial power, and its circulation is constantly 
increasing. It has long wielded a potent influence in local affairs. 

Politically, Mr. Eames is a Repubhean and has done much for the good 
of the party in this locality. Fraternally, he belongs to the Kmghts of 
Pythias. In May, 190g, he was appointed a member of the board of educa- 
tion and is now the president of the board. In 1905 and again in 1906 he 
was secretary of the Walworth County Old Settlers’ Society. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eames are the parents of two children, Chfford Bradley, 
born November 5, 1898, and Claude Francis, born June 19, 1900. 

Personally, Mr. Eames is singularly obhging and accommodating, a genial 
friendly gentleman, having faith in his fellow men, pubhe spirited and _al- 
ways ready to do his full share in furthering the interests of his county. 


THE WISCONSIN BUTTER AN DOCH SE CO Noe oe 


One of the must popular and widely known business firms in Walworth 
county is the Wisconsin Lutter and Cheese Company, with head offices in 
Waukesha, Wisconsin, being the largest and best equipped concern of its 
kind in this loeality, if not in this part of the state, in fact, there are com- 
paratively few creamery factories anywhere that equal it. 

About 1890 Messrs. Harris and West, together with George I. Puffer 
and George Ilarris, formed the Wisconsin Butter and Cheese Company, a 
corporation with a capital stock of one hundred and fifty thonsand dollars. 
Mr. Puffer and George 2B. Harris went to Waukesha and took charge of 
the plant there, while J. 11. UWarris and Mr. West remained at Elkhorn in 
charge of the plant here, the former being president of the company and 
the latter vice-president. They operated at one time twenty-seven cream- 
eres. 

Their original plant at Ielkhorn was near the fair grounds, but in 1904 
they removed to near the station of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad Company, in order to secure better side track and shipping facili- 
ties, and there they erected their present commodious and substantial plant, 
a model indeed of an up-to-date factory for dairy prodnets, modern in everv 
appointment, samtary and convement. The building is of yellow pressed 
brick and it 1s so handsomely finished that travelers have frequently mis- 
taken it for a hotel. leven the huge smokestack is ornamental, being neatly 
decorated with designs made of various colored brick with the letters W. B. 
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& C. Co. showing plainly up and down the smoke stack. .\long the front 
are two driveways where every morning long lines of teains are drawn 
up to unload the milk that is hauled in from all directions. Rapidly the 
milk is received, weighed, a saniple taken for testing in the chemical labora- 
tory and then poured out to run in a constant tlow to the large receptacles 
on the floor below. 

All through the factory runs a thorough system fur handling the milk, 
making it into butter, Neufchatel and cream cheese. casein, condensed milk, 
or shipping the cream. Various machines and appliances are needed for such 
work and they have installed the most approved and latest designs. Power 
is furnished from four high-pressure boilers of one hundred and fifty horse 
power each, and two other boilers of lesser power. They also have a good 
system ot cold storage rooms and. coolers. Water to operate the plant is 
drawn from a deep drilled well. They have their own ice plant and a tower 
for cooling water. .\ hydraulic elevator facilitates the work of the factory. 
For the convenience and cleanliness of the employes of the factory, there 
are toilet and dressing rooms equipped with shower baths. 

Here is to be found a complete battery of cream scparators, also 
large Pasteurizers. <A large copper vacuum retort, costing three thousand 
dollars, 1s used for condensing milk, where the air is drawn out, torming 
such a vacuuin that nulk will boil at a temperature of one hundred and 
twelve degrees. The condensed imilk is either canned in small tins or put 
in bulk mto large cans, cooled in the coolers where fifty cans at a time are 
revolved by machinery in cold water unti] cold enough to ship to the ice 
cream factories. from the skimmed inilk casem is made, or dried curds, 
which is then put through a dry kin and thoroughly dried, then shipped 
away to make sizing, glazing and glue. 

In its earlier stage of manufacture it resembles the Neufchatel cheese, 
of which this company inakes a most excellent quality, which 1s very popular; 
that made here is the Elkhorn brand and that made at the Waukesha plant 
is the \rrow brand. 

This concern manufactures about fifteen hundred pounds of butter a 
day at the present time: they ship a car load of cream daily to Chicago; 
they handle as high as eighty to ninety thousand pounds of milk daily, and 
their business 1s constantly increasing. 

lor shipping facilities they have a cement platform: along the rear end 
of the building, from which their products are wheeled directly into the 
cars, lined up on the tracks to receive them. It would be hard to find a more 
thoroughly equipped or systematically managed plant of this nature than 
that of the Wisconsin Butter and Cheese Company. 
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A prominent and well known citizen of Bloomheld township, \Walworth 
county, is «Andrew Kull, a man who has led an eminently honorable and useful 
life and achieved a marked degree of sticcess in his chosen vocation and at the 
sae time has benefited the community of which he is a native, and, one may 
truthfully add, a pioneer, having spent the sixty-seven years of his terrestrial 
existence in this locality, which he has seen advance from a wilderness to 
one of the choice farming sections of the state, and in which development he 
has played no inconspicuous part. He is now president of one of the leading 
local banks. 

Mr. Kull's birth occurred in Bloomfield township, this county, on April 
29, 1845. He is the son of John Michael and Cynthia (Slafter) Kull. a 
worthy old family, a sketch of whom appears on another page of this work. 
These parents having come here about 1837, were thus ainong the very 
earliest settlers of the county. The subject's mother died when he was only 
about four months old, and he-was taken by his father’s brother, Andrew 
Kull, and wife and reared in their home, they having no children of their 
own, and they became very strongly attached to the motherless little one and 
cared for it as they would have done their own child. Finally gaining the 
father’s consent. they adopted the child, and he grew up on their farm in the 
north edge of Bloomfield township. 

Andrew Kull, who adopted the subject of this sketch, was the son ot 
John Michael Kull, Sr.. of Wurtemberg, Germany, in which place his birth 
occurred in 1808. There he grew to manhood and married Gertrude Pfrom- 
mer, and they emigrated to America before the vear 1830. They came to 
Walworth county, Wisconsin, in 1837 and entered land im the north side ot 
Bloomfield township, aud they became prosperous for these days, especially 
in a new country, where settlers were few andeimeney Scarce.) hewenen 
Kull’s death occurred in 1887, Ins wife having preceded him to the grave in 
Peon 

Andrew Wull, the immediate subject of this sketch, grew to manhood 
when the roads in this country were scarcely more than Indian trails and 
when wolves and other wild animals were abundant. and he recalls Many 
interesting renumiscences of the early days. [le attended \. W. Moody's 
select school at Lake Geneva, and on December 14, 1861, he was united in 
marriage with Ann Reitbrock, daughter of Adolph and Christena Reitbrock. 
She was born in Kenosha county, ef which her father was among the first 
settlers, her parents having come from Germany, in which country Mr. 
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Reitbrock had been a goldsmith. He established his home here anid adverse 
conditions, such as having to haul his supply of flour and other necessities 
from Milwaukee, at first on a hand-sled. But that was not so trying as hav- 
ing to carry a sack of Hour from Chicago on the shoulder, as Andrew Kull, 
who adopted the subject, had to do. 

Aiter his marriage the subject of this sketch continued farming on the 
place where he was reared, prospering at sheep raising. often keeping large 
droves, and jie has continued raising sheep in connection with general farm- 
ing. He early concluded from his experience as a wool grower that he got no 
benefit from a tariff on wool and he became widely known as an opponent of 
such a tariff and engaged in public speaking in many places in numerous 
states against such a tariff, of which the subject made a deep study, also of 
wool dying and manufacturing, becoming one of the best informed men along 
this line that southern Wisconsin has ever produced, and, being a foreeful 
and entertaining speaker, he always had an interested audience. He has long 
manifested an interest in public affairs and in 1888 he was nominated by the 
Democrats for heutenant-governor of \Wisconsin and he made an excellent 
race. 

Mr. Kull assisted in the organization of the Farmers National Bank of 
Lake Geneva and he was president of this popular institution from Jan- 
uary 17, 1905, up to date of his resignation in IQI1, its constantly growing 
prestige having been in part due to his conservative and judicious manage- 
ment. He has kept well advised on all financial matters and is regarded as 
one of the county’s leading financiers, his influence being potent in industrial 
and commercial affairs. 

Mr. Kull has been twice married, and to his first union five sons and two 
daughters were born, namely: I[*rances, who died w\pril 6, 1912; Tlelen AM. 
married Orris Hart, and her death occurred at the age of twenty-nine years; 
Henry Andrew, who died when four and one-half years old; .Adolph lives on 
his own farm in Bloomfield township: Frederick is an attorney, with offices 
in both Chicago and Lake Geneva; Ilermann lives in Howard county, lowa, 
and, although a Democrat in a Kepublican county, has been eleeted to two 
terms in the Jowa Legislature: Grover is tarming tn section 2, Bloompheld 
township. 

The mother of the above named children passed away in r&ys5, and on 
August 18, rgo9g, Andrew Kull was united in marriage with Carrie Louise 
(Scruton) Klug, the daughter of Wilham and Mary (Pigg) Scruton, and 
born in New York city. fer parents were natives of England, the father 
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born in Searborongh. Airs. Kull came west to her sister in IHlinots in 1890 
and she remained there until her marriage in 18yt to Gustay E. Klug, and 
they made their home in Maywood, that state. where Mr. Klug’s death oe- 
curred in Igo2, after which Mrs. Klug spent two years in Rutherford, New 
Jersey, then came to Lake Geneva, where she continued to reside until her 
marnage with Mr. Kull. Two children were born of her first marriage: 
John Leslie and Ethel Lilhan. Two children have been born to Alr. Kull and 
his last wife. David Clinton and Wilham Emerson, the latter stnce deceased. 

Mr. Null is a man of splendid physique, broad-minded, strong-willed. 
pubhie-spirited, kindly and obliging in his relations with his fellow men, his 
conduct always that of an honorable. genteel gentleman, a man of influence 
wherever he is known. 


LEVieX DN Sea Ce Bice 


Qne of the well known busmess men of Lake Geneva is Levi Adams 
Nichols, who ts well deserving of the success that has attended his efforts 
and of the respeet of his fellow men which they freely accord, because he has 
lived an industrious, conservative and honorable life. 

Mr. Nichols avas born in) Montgomery, Franklin county, Vermont, 
April 13, 1850, and is the son of S. J. and Mary A. (@\dams) Nichols. The 
mother was a descendant of the Adams family so noted in .\mertcan history 
and which produced two Drestdents and other leaders. S. J. Nichols was of 
Scotch descent and his ancestors were among the early settlers of northern 
Vermont, having come there from Leominster, Massachusetts. [1 1854 the 
subject of this sketeh was brought west by his parents, who located in sec- 
tion 25, Linn township, Walworth county, Wisconsin. There the father 
bought a farm of four hundred and fifty acres and there he spent the rest 
of his life, having become well established. Tle and his wife both died in 
Iago. Ile had prospered through close application and the exercise of sound 
judgment and, having added to his original purchase, he at one time owned 
about one thousand aeres of valuable land and was regarded as one of the 
county's most substantial and progressive agriculturists. Tarming was his 
chief interest all his life. 

Levi s\. Nichols grew to manhood in Linn township, and when a boy 
assisted with the general work about the place, attending the district schools 
in the winter time. In 1876 he took a part of the farm there and this he still 
owns and has been engaged in agricultural pursuits in connection with stock 
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raising ever since. He has kept his land well improved and under a high 
state of cultivation. In 1903 he became a director in the First National Bank 
of Lake Geneva, and in January, 1909, he was elected president of that in- 
stitution, which is regarded as one of the popular, safe and conservative in- 
stitutions of southeastern Wisconsin, and he has continued to discharge the 
duties of this important position in a manner that reflects credit upon himself 
and elicits the commendation of all concerned. 

Alr. Nichols was united in marriage with Ada KE. Rice in October, 
1876. She grew up and was educated in Whitewater, and she is the daugh- 
ter of Edwin M. and Laura W. (A\Vieker) Rice. both natives of Bridge- 
port, Vermont, from which state they came to Wisconsin im 1841 and located 
in Richmond township, Walworth county. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Nichols four children have been born, two sons and 
two daughters, nainely: John E., who married Cora Baker, is farming a 
part of his father’s land: Charles L., who married Helen Brown, is also 
farming part of his father’s land: he has two children, Velma and John; 
" Marjery A. married Harold \W. Stewart, an instructor in the University of 
Hhnois at Urbana. 

Fraternally, Air. Nichols belongs to the lodge ot Free and *\ccepted 
Masons and the chapter at Lake Geneva; he ts also a member of the Modern 
Woodmen. He and his wite are both members of the Congregational church 
and are liberal supporters of the same. 

Atter he had spent twenty-five vears on the farm, Mr: Nichols moved 
to the village of Hebron, Illinois, where he immediately beeame identified 
with the life of the place and he took an active part in promoting the public 
improvements of the village. It is worthy of mention that any offices or 
positions of leadership which he has attained have come without his solicita- 
tion. fle has proven enunently worthy of every trust reposed in hin, 
always performing his duties as he saw and understood the right. 


ik. SIDN Exec a2 ON COPE. 


It is by no means an easy task to describe within the limits of this review 
a man who has Ied an active life and by his own exertions reached a position 
of honor and trust in the line of work with which his interests are allied, But 
biography finds justification, nevertheless, in tracing and recording the record 
of such a life, as the public claims a certain property mterest in the career of 
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every individual and the time invariably arrives when it becomes advisable 
to give the right publicity. It is then with a certain degree of satisfaction that 
the chromeler essays the task of touching briefly upon such a record as has 
been that of Dr. Goff, one of the men of high standing and influence in \Wal- 
worth county, who, professionally, has long ranked with the leading dentists 
of this part of the state. 

Dr. Sidney Clayton Goff was born in East Troy, this county, on January 
23, 1861. He is the son of Sidney Calkins Goff and Martha (Barber) Gott, 
the father born in Steuben county, New York, in 1829, and he was the son of 
Pliny C. and Magdelane (Vorhees) Goff. The father of the subject grew 
up in the state of New York, and when he was about twenty-one vears of 
age he went to Australia by sail-boat, around the cape of Good Hope. southern 
Africa, voyaging to the.then newly discovered gold fields of Australia, and 
there he spent four years, returning home by way of Cape Horn, South 
America. Being a man who observed things, he frequently told interesting 
stories of his experiences in the antipodes and around the world. He was 
about twenty-five years old when he returned to New York, soon afterwards 
coming to Delavan, Walworth county, Wisconsin. There he engaged in the 
mereantile business, closing out a dry goods stock for an Eastern firm. He 
then took up the study of dentistry with a local dentist, before dental colleges 
were established. About 1857 he moved to East Troy. where he took up the 
practice of lus profession, which he continued there until January 1, 1875, 
having enjoyed a large practice. On that date he came to Elkhorn, to take 
the office of shenff of Walworth county, to which he had been clected the 
previous fall, and he was encwnbent of the same for two vears, discharging 
his duties to the satisfaction of all concerned. At the expiration of his term 
he resumed the practice of his profession in Elkhorn and continued there 
with his usual success until 1883, in April of which year he moved to Perry, 
lowa, and there he died January 30, 1912. He was born in 182y and reached 
the advanced age of eighty-two years. [lis widow still resides at Perry. 
lowa. Ile and Martha Barber were married when the town of Troy was 
young. She was born in Livingston county, New York. Her parents dying 
when she was a cluld, she came to Walworth county, Wisconsin, when a gir! 
and lived here until her marriage, making her home with her elder sister, 
Airs, fdillarch 

Dr. S. Clayton Goff, of this sketch, was one of three children, he being 
the only son: Is sisters were Cora and Lena, the former having married 
De\Vitt C. West and resided at Elkhorn three or four vears, then moved to 
Perry, lowa, where Mr. West died, then she married Henry P. Lods. Lena 
marricd Charlies F. Case and they live at Lake Geneva. 
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Doctor Goff, of this sketch, spent his youth in ast Troy and Elkhorn, 
and he recetved his early education principally in the high school in the latter 
city, soon afterwards taking up the study of dentistry. He attended the 
Indiana Dental College at Indianapolis, where he made an excellent record 
and from which be was graduated in the vear 1883. He returned to Elkhorn 
and began practicing, succeeding his father, who in that year moved from 
here to lowa, and here he has since remained, having enjoved a very liberal 
practice all the while, following successfully in the footsteps of lus worthy 
sire, and, hike him, gaining the confidence and good will of the people. 

Politically, Doctor Goff is a Republican and active in the affairs of the 
party. He was elected village clerk before the town of Elkhorn was incor- 
porated as a city, having been first elected in 1885, and again in 1886. He was 
elected a member of the village board and served on the same for a period of 
six years successively. In 1908 he was elected mayor of Elkhorn, and, after 
a most satisfactory and praiseworthy term of two years, he was re-elected 
and served until April, 1912, in a manner that reflected much credit upon 
himself and to the entire satisfaction of all concerned, irrespective of party 
alignment. He has done much for the permanent good of the city. Tle was a 
inmember of the county board of supervisors for a period of three years. In 
1910 he was elected as representative trom this county to the state Legisla- 
ture, and he served in the session of 1911, making his influence felt for the 
good of Is locality and the party. 

Doctor Goff was married in 1885 to Jennie P. Britton, daughter ot 
Charles H. and Laura (Hodges) Britton. She was born m EJkhorn, but 
lived in the town of Berlin, Green Lake county, at the time of her marriage. 
Her parents were originally from New York. Ter grandfather, Edwin 
Hodges. was one of the first settlers in Elkhorn, having emigrated to this 
county from New York in pioneer days. Two clildren have been born to 
the Doctor and wife, namely: Rispah b.. born in 1891, and Sidney B.. 
born in 1899. 

The subject and wife belong to the Congregational church. lraternally, 
he is a member of the Knights of Pythias. Ie was a charter member of the 
local camp of Modern Woodmen, which camp was the first organized in 
\Wisconsin, and was started within a year of the organization of the order. 

Doctor Goff was clected chairman of the Walworth county Republican 
committee in 1904 and again elected to the sae organization in 1906. Tle 
has been a member of the Elkhorn Cornet Band since 1878, one of the best 
bands in this part of the state. 
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In childhood the Doctor developed a natural talent for mechanieal work 
and at the age of sixteen years he made a small steam engine which worked 
in fact, there seems to be little difference 





successfully, being well made, 
between it and a real locomotive except in size. He also had a well developed 
talent for making toy ships, which in their completeness of detail rival the 
large sailing vessels. Since reaching manhood he has found recreation in 
colleeting Indian relics and other curios, now possessing a large and valuable 
collection, some of them being very rare, as well as beautiful. 

Personally, the Doctor is a kind, genial, obliging and sociable gentleman 
whom it 1g a pleasure to meet. 


HENRY DELAY Bie INE =: 


Henry DeLatavette .Adkins, the efficient and well known cashier ot 
the First National Bank ot Elkhorn, is a worthy representative of one of the 
oldest and best known fannhes of Walworth county. Time and_ prolific 
enterprise have wrought wonderful changes in this section since he first saw 
the hight of day, and the great section no longer depends upon its initial 
industry of lumbering but has been brought forward to the high plane which 
marks the older sections of the commonwealth. The Adkins fanuly have 
played no inconspicuous role in this development. 

Mr. Adkins was born in Etkhorn, Wisconsin, on January 10, 1864. He 
is the son of Hlenry Breckenridge Adkins and Emma (Cronk) Adkins, the 
father a son of Ilenry and Betsey wAnn (Adams) Adkins. Henry Adkins, 
son oof Flenry and Martha .Vdkins, was bora ommbecember 237 aoteeem 
county Went, [ngland. Jn lis youth he was apprenticed to learn the drug 
business and he served three and one-half vears. In 1833. when twenty-one 
years old, he enngrated to the Uinted States, locating in Oneida county, 
New York, where he married Betsey Ann Adank, daughter of William 
Adams and wife. She was born in Otsego county, New York. September 
1O, 1813. In tye he and his famuly came to Walworth county, Wisconsin, 
and located on a farm in Sugar Creek township, moving the following vear 
to Lagrange township, cutering eighty acres of land from the government, 
In section 14. In the autumn of i834 he was elected register of deeds and 
in December of that year moved to Elkhorn and entered upon his official 
duties. IIe was re-elected and served four years. While there he started 
the original books now in use hy the Walworth County .\bstract Company. 
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After is term of office had expired he entered the abstract business. im 
which he remained until 1863, when he engaged as a clerk in the Virst 
National Bank of Elkhorn. He finally became assistant cashier and vice- 
president and was active in the affairs of the bank until his death in 1889, 
and was one of the substantial and influential men of the county. 

The Adkins fannly consisted of the following children: lhzabeth, who 
married Keuben Eastwood, died on March 5, 1892; Henry 6., father of 
Henry DeLatavette, of this sketch; Charlotte Isabell, who was born in New 
York, now ves in Elkhorn; Zehrua .\., born in 1841, is the wife of Charles 
D. Root and lives at Lake Mills, Wisconsin; William F., born September 4, 
fot died) July 13, 1903; Mary Lydia died in carly childhood; Alary Ellen, 
who married Preston Snuth, died on December 28, 188g; John Charles, 
born April 28, 1856, died on .\pril 26, 1911. Henry Breckenridge .\dkins, 
father of the subject, was born near Utica, Oneida county, New York, on 
January 17, 1839. He came to this county as a elild with lus parents, in 
1841. He received a fairly good education, and was an excellent penman, 
but preterred mechanical work to clerical confinement. He Jearned the 
painters trade, which he followed most of his life. tle was married on 
January 1, 1862, to emma Cronk, who was born in Dutchess county, New 
York, in 1842. She was the daughter of cel and Polly (James) Cronk. 
Her tather was born in Dutchess county, New York, m1 1803. and her mother 
was born at Clifton Park, Saratoga county, New York, in t802. The Cronk 
family came to this county in the early days. .\eel Cronk died on December 
28, 1881, his wife having died on December 14, 1880. 

One Decentter 10. 1863. Elenry B. c\cdkins enlisted in Company” lx, 
Thirtieth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, and served his country well in those 
trving tunes during the Civil war, his labors being for the most part con- 
hned to Wiseonsin, Minnesota, the Dakotas and Kentucky. tle was hon- 
orably discharged in September, 1865. After the war he made his home in 
Elkhorn during the principal part of his remaiming lite. Ils wife died on 
November 9g, 1gor. and he survived until November 16, 1907. 

\s a companion, whether at home or in business life, the father of the 
subject was always agreeable, kind, obliging and always fair in his relations 
with his fellow men. He was a keen observer and kept well posted on cur- 
rent events. 

The children of Henry 0B. Adkins and wife were as follows: tlenry 1. 
LS ot this sketch: jessic Lena, wife of George Kanneyv Short. of Sanger, 
California. 
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The immediate subject of this sketch grew to manhood in Elkhorn and 
he received a good edueation in the local schools. He entered the First Na- 
tional Bank of this city on October 1, 1882, and has been with this popular 
institution ever since. Starting as a clerk, he later became bookkeeper, which 
position he held for a number of years. Tle became assistant cashier in 1896, 
and in July, 1911, he became cashier, and has thus been an employe of this 
bank for over thirty vears, having given the utmost satisfaction to the stock- 
holders and patrons, always discharging his duties in a manner that re- 
flected much credit upon his ability and fidelity, his honor and integrity never 
being questioned. He has kept well informed on financial matters and has 
been a profound student of banking affairs. He 1s secretary and treasurer 
in group Five of the Wisconsin Bankers Association. 

Mr. Adkins has been city elerk, which position he held a number of 
years at the time the village was merged into a city. He represented his 
ward on the board of supervisors for a number of years. Fle and his wife 
belong to the Methodist Episcopal chureh, and for about twenty vears he has 
been chorister of the church. 

Mr. .\dkins was married in 1896 to Jennie MecDougald, of Elkhorn, 
daughter of William and Eugenia (Foster) MecDougald, and to this union 
one child has been born, Jessie Lonesa, whose birth occurred on December 30, 
1897. 

Mr. Adkins was a charter member of the Jocal lodge of Knights of 
Pythias, and he has been active in lodge affairs, having held all the chairs in 
the local lodge and has received the grand lodge honors. 


JOFEN AH. PRA RIS: 


Ikxamples that impress force of character on all who study them are 
worthy of record in the annals of history wherever they are found. By a 
few general observations the biographer hopes to convey in the following 
paragraphs, suceinetly and vet withont fulsome encomimn, some idea of the 
high standing of Joli fl. Harris, of Elkhorn, as a business man and public 
benefactor, one of the representative citizens of Walworth county. Those 
Whe know dum best will readily acquiesce in the statement that many ele- 
ments of a solid and practical nature are united in his composition and which 
during a series of years have brought him into prominent notice throughout 
the southern portion of the state, his hfe and achievements earning for hima 
conspicuous place among his cempeers. 
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Mr, Harris was born in Jefferson county, New York, August 29, 1856. 
He ts the son ot James B, and Rachael (Cheney) Ilarris, the mother a native 
of Jefferson county, New York, daughter of an old family of that state. 
James B. Harris was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and when a boy he emi- 
grated to Ingersoll, Canada. with his parents, where his brother and other 
relatives had preceded him. He came down into the state of New York, 
probably about 1850, and there married Rachael Cheney, and he conducted a 
cheese factory in Jefferson county, that state, most of his life. 

Two sons and three daughters were born to Mr. and Mrs. James L. 
Harris, namely: Jolin H., of this sketeh; Minnie is the wife of John Me- 
Kelvie and they live in southern Nansas; Belle, who was a teacher in the New 
York schools, died there in 1910; Maria. the fourth ehild in order of birth, 
married C. O. Roberts. and they live in Philadelphia, Jefferson county, New 
York: George B.. third in order of birth, was born February, 1860, has al- 
ways been tn the creamery business, being at present associated with the sub- 
ject in the inanagement of the Wisconsin Butter & Cheese Company, of whieh 
there are several branches. he being in charge of the one at Waukesha, in 
which city he resides, having inoved there in 1891 from Spring Prairie, where 
he had hved up to that time. He married \lna Coleman, daughter of James 
Coleman and wife, an excellent family of Spring Prairie. and George B. and 
his wife have five children, John C., Hugh. George, Robert and Helen. 

John H. Harris grew to manhood in New York and there received his 
education, remaining in lis native community until the spring of 1879, when 
he came to Clinton Junction, Wisconsin, where he lived something more than 
a year, then moved to \Walworth county, Wisconsin, in 1880, and located 
about seven miles east of Elkhorn, in Spring Prairie township. There he 
operated a cheese factory until 1890, when he and Walter .\. West, George 
B. Flarris and George 3. Puffer formed the Wisconsin Butter & Cheese Com- 
pany, one of the best known companies of its kind in the state, a large, pros- 
perous and growing concern, a complete account of which is to be found on 
another page of this work. The subject is president of this company and its 
splendid success is due largely to his able management. 

Mr. Harris has long been active and influential in public affairs and ts an 
ardent Republican. In r&8g8 he was elected state senator, and he served his 
constituents in a manner that won their hearty approval and retlected much 
credit upon himself. 

Mr. Harris has been very successful i a business way. being a man of 
progressive ideas, sound judgment and keen disceriment.  .\side from: lus 
large cheese manufacturing interests, he owns a valuable and finely miproved 
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farm of one hundred acres in the southwestern part of the city limits of 
Elkhorn. Tlere he has an excellent barn, worthy of special mention because 
of its size, convenience and completeness, a model dairy barn in every respect. 
He is a breeder of full-blood Holstein cattle and is taking a great deal of 
interest in Improving and enlarging his herd. 

The domestic hfe of Alm. Harris beyan on September 5. 1so2e lense 
was united in marriage with Effie G. Webber, daughter of Loring O. and 
Mary (Fairbanks) Webber. She was born in Raymond, Racine county, 
this state. Her mother’s people came from the state of New York. Loring 
O. Webber was one of the first settlers of Racine county, and his father 
erected the first frame house built in that county. 

Four children have been born to Mir. and Als. Tlarris, inamelh Gora 
Belle, wife of Clarence .\. .\rp, lives in Chicago, where he is connected with 
the Universal Cement Company: James L. lives with his father in Elkhorn; 
Robert Bruce and Ruth M1. are also at home. 

Mr. Harris is a thirty-second-degree Mason, and he belongs to the 
Ancient \rabic Order of Nobles of the Alvstic Shrine. 


KICHAKD POMBERS. 


lt is proper to judge of the suecess and the status of a man’s life by 
the estimation in which he is held by lus fellow citizens. They see lim at his 
work, in his family cirele, mm his church, hear his views on public questions, 
observe the outeome of his code of morals, witness how he conduets himself 
in all the relations of society and civilization and thus become competent to 
judge of lis merits and demerits. .\fter a long course of vears of such 
daily observation it would be out of the question for lis neighbors not to 
know his worth, because, as has been said, “Actions speak louder than 
words.” “Throughout Walworth county there is nothing but good words 
heard concermmng Richard Powers, well known banker of Lake Geneva. Fle 
has passed is life here and his worth is well known, but it will be of in- 
terest to run over the busy events of lis unusually busy. successful and 
nsetul lite in these pages, for he is one of the native sons whom the county 
delights to honor, bemg the scion of one of our sterling old pioneer families. 

Mr. Powers was born on December 31, 71848. in Lyons, Walworth 
county, Wisconsin. Tle is the son of Patrick and Margaret (Derene) Paw- 
ers. Phe father was bornoin county WNilkenny, Ireland, and there spent his 
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boyhood, enigrating to America when about eighteen years old, in 1828. 
He lived in St. Louis many vears. He came to this county on January 6, 
1845, and located on a farm in Lyons township, east of Lake Geneva, on 
land now owned by Hloman Brothers. Vhere Riehared Powers resided until 
he was forty-four years old, having worked hard to develop a good farm. 

AMlr. Powers was one of a family of four children. namely: Wilham: 
Michael, who died when young; Richard, of this sketch: and John, who is 
now hving wn Dakota. 

The father of these children farmed the rest of lis life east of Lake 
Geneva, becoming one of the substantial men of that community and he 
established a comtortable home there, where he hved until his death, in 
1868, his widow surviving until 1882. Ele was aetive in public affairs, 
holding a number of township offices in Lyons township, and he was one of 
the pioneers who helped biild the first Catholic chureh at Lake Geneva. and 
he was liberal in Ins support of the same the rest ot his lite. 

Richard Powers followed general farming and stoek raising suecess- 
fully until he was fortv-four years of age. lor nearly thirty vears he has 
been interested in Dakota lands and for two seasons he engaged in shipping 
horses there. He is still interested in Dakota farm lands and has been 
very successtul in this line of endeavor. He and his brother own in part- 
nership about twenty-four hundred acres there. They built the first cream- 
erv in North Dakota and for a period of thirteen vears operated the same 
most successfully, benefiting both themselves and the farmers over a wide 
territory. Ther were compelled to furnish the cows im order to get it 
started, but when the farmers there saw the great value of the same they 
MeMieitton it heartily’. 

Mr. Powers is also interested tn two banks in this county, also two 
banks in Montana. being president of one ot the Montana banks at bain- 
ville. He was one of the organizers of the Farmers National Bank at 
Lake Geneva, and he is at present in charge of the department of loans, 
discounts and collections of that institution. Tle has been very sueeesstul 
in whatever he has been engaged, being a busmess man of rare acumen, 
sound judgment and foresight. by nature an organizer and promoter and 
able to foresee with remarkable acenracy the future outeome of a present 
transaction. He is one of the substantial and influential business men of 
the county and he has won the good will and esteem of all with whom he has 
come into contact as a result of his industry and integrity. 

Mr. Powers was married in 1880 to Bridget Cassin, a native of Jre- 
land, born and reared near Waterford, from which country she came to 
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America in early life and located in Walworth county, Wisconsin. Mr. and 
Mrs. Powers are the parents of five children, named as tollows: Alargaret., 
who married Oliver T. Cody, lives in Chicago: May is at home with her 
parents in Lake Geneva; William is in the bank at Bainville, Montana, of 
which he is cashier: Edward is assistant cashier of the bank at Bainville: 
John is superintendent of the farm in North Dakota. These children have 
received good educations and are well launched in Iife’s affairs. 

Mr. Powers and family are faithful members of the Catholic church. 
Personally, the subject is a quiet, unassuming, obliging and genial gentle- 
man, whom it is a pleasure to meet. 


CEYEGN COUR: 


One ot the most attractive villas of southern \Visconsin 1s Ceylon 
Court, the Lake Geneva home of John J. Mitchell. at the east end of the 
lake, which comprises about thirty acres of the most beautiful grounds in 
the lake region of \Walworth county. 

The original structure of the residence was the Ceylon building at the 
Columbian Exposition at Chicago, 1893, which was brought here in sections 
and rebuilt. It stands on high ground overlooking the lake, every part of 
which can be seen from the tower and, in fact, near all the lake shore places 
ean be secu, the poimnt:of view bring nearly tlréemiundred teet alse, eure 
water. Approaching front the lake, one lands at the pier beside which rides 
at anchor the splendid white steam vacht. “Louise,” with its gold mountings 
and luxurious furnishings. There 1s also a sailing vacht and a motor boat. 
A short distance up the lake is the convenient bath-house, trom which the 
family and friends bathe in the lake. 

The shore rises somewhat steeply and is built up in narrow terraces of 
boulders and large field stones into an attractive grotto overgrown with 
Boston ivy and on each terrace grow many varieties of flowers in season. 
Winding up aloug the terraces, the walk leads to the tunnel through which 
one goes to the hydraulic elevator that takes one up into the residence. 

The house is octagonal im general outline, decorated with exquisitely 
carved wood work from the island of Cevlon. The roofs are red tile, of 
Ceylonese architecture. .\dditions have been made to the original structure, 
making it roomier and enhancing the general beauty of the building. Even 
the chimneys are of terra cotta and are fine works of art. The furnishings 
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match the carved Ceylon wood, much of the furnishings being of Japanese 
style. Throughout the house are to be found the comforts and furnishings 
that one would expect a man of Mr. Mitchell's means and esthetic tastes to 
have. About the grounds are a number of other buildings, all built aiter the 
same general style of architecture. 

The boat-house is commodious and well arranged, handsomely finished, 
adjoming which is the laundry, finer than the average good residence, and 
equipped with the most approved machinery and appliances for high-grade 
work. Not tar from the boat-house, about two hundred feet from the lake, 
is an immense never-failing spring lined with marble, over which is a little 
open house, in the same style as the other buildings, with seats around the 
sides tor the acconnnodation of visitors to the grounds. The latter being 
thrown open to the public, visitors are usually taken here the first place after 
their arrival at the lake, when they start out to view the places of interest 
and most attraction. All about the front of the main residence, in summer, 
may be seen a great bank of tropical plants. The grounds have been set with 
many hardy plants which remain alive all winter, and in addition to them 
about thirty thousand other plants are set out annually, in the best taste that 
an expert can devise. The broad, well-kept lawns are studded with natural 
forest trees and ornamental evergreens. Nearby is a rose-garden containing 
about five thousand plants of one hundred and fifty varieties, which would 
have delighted the poet Omar Nhayyaim, who loved his Persian gardens of 
rare blooms. 

Over on the farm, across the Lakeside Drive, there is a series of grecn- 
houses covering about thirty thousand square feet, containing roses, orchids, 
palms and many other plants, a number of them tropical, from which come 
the supphes of Ceylon Court and also for Mr. Mitchell's home in Chicago. 
Fruit trees are grown in large pots and brought to the residence for fruits 
and decoration, No finer varieties of fruit trees could be found in this coun- 
try. in fact, all the trees and shrubbery on the grounds are of the best varte- 
ties obtaimable, many having been brought from remote localities. Until the 
summer of 1911 there was a deer park on the grounds, containing forty- 
four deer. These were presented to Lincoln Park, Chicago, by Mr. Mitchell, 
and there they are now kept, and the ground has been made into a garden of 
wild flowers. 

Coming to the place by land from the city of Lake Geneva the visitor 
goes south over the Lake Shore Drive, and comes to one of the several en- 
trances to Ceylon Court, through massive gateways, made of granite from 
the fields. The broad gravel driveways wind about through the park, and 
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from them one may see a stretch of lawn about two hundred feet long and 
ten feet wide, on each side of which is a mass of scarlet lowers extending the 
entire distance, in beds about six feet wide. Other designs in flower beds 
are to be seen, but so arranged as not to make it too conventional nor to 
detract from the natural beauty of the undulating surface of the park. 

Aeross the Lake Shore drive to the east lies Cevlon Court farm, also 
the property of Mr. Mitchell and a part of the same establishment. Ceylon 
Court is under the supervision of Alfred John Snuth, whose record appears 
on another page of this work, and Ceylon Court farm is under the super- 
vision of Harry FE. Coeroft, who is well known in this county, and a sketch 
of whont and his family appears elsewhere in this work. 

Ceylon Court farm is of connnanding interest, not merely because it is 
improved and kept up in a manner that ean be afforded only by the wealthy; 
but because it is the home of a number of domestic animals that are world 
champions of their species. Furthermore. it is kept not merely as a matter 
of pride, but as a benefit to the surrounding country. 

It was only a little more than ten vears ago that Mr. Mitchell began 
building up this farm. In 1go1 he purchased of F. H. Chandler the Ceylon 
building and fifteen acres of land surrounding it at the Jake shore. which was 
already a place of great beauty. He also bonght of the same gentleman a 
ten-acre tract one-fourth mile east of Cevlon Court, and that was the nucleus 
of the present farm. Most of this was underbrush and swamp. In 1903 
he put thirty to forty men to work clearing and cleaning up the land, and 
draining it. .\ smal] portion of the land had ajready been improved and on 
it was the coach barn and carriage house, a building sixty by two hundred 
and twenty feet. 

In the carriage house may be seen eighteen carriages, all the later stvles 
of veliucles, from the old-fashioned stage-coach to the modern baby cart. 
It is A common oecurrence in the summer to see Mr. Mitchell and his family 
out in the old-fashioned stage-coaeh, with four high-stepping horses. In 
1903 a horse barn was built, in which are kept twenty-six of the best coach- 
horses that could be bought in America. The same year a cow barn was 
built, thirty-four by one hundred and thirty feet, to which has been added an 
extension, twenty-four by one hundred and sixty feet. These buildings are 
models of their kind. They have econerete floors, concrete mangers, hot and 
cold water and are lighted by electricity. In the cow barn there are lights 
in each stall for cows and ealves and also the barn is equipped with machines. 
operated by electricity, for milking the cows. These machines, properly 
used, have been found to be a success i every way. 
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In 1904 Mr. Mitchell smported from the island of Jersey twenty-four 
head of the best Jersey cattle to be fond on the island, and he now has 
seventy-six head of Jerseys, ranging from five hundred dollars to three 
thousands dollars m value each, and several for which he has refused twenty- 
five hundred dollars each. 

In 1904 a chicken house was also built, large enough to accommodate 
four thousand chickens, and at this writing the place is stocked with over 
three thousand fowls. This, too, is a thoroughly up-to-date plant, heated by 
hot water, and chickens are hatched every month in the vear, incubators and 
brooders being used. In 1g04 Mr. Mitehell purchased two hundred and sixty 
acres of land adjoining, and the following year another horse barn was built. 
which is sixty-four by eighty feet, of stune construction and is well kept. 
The same year he built a creamery, where there is a spring that furnishes an 
inch stream day and night for cooling the milk. This is one of the most up- 
to-date creameries in this part of the state. In the same vear was also built a 
hog house which accommodates sixty hogs. It has floors and troughs of 
cement. An up-to-date dog house was built in 1go6, of cement floor, and 
heated with hot water. The house contains wire cages, and here may be 
seen seven varieties of dogs. ‘The same year a new water systein was also 
installed, and a drilled well. two hundred and ninety-seven feet deep. from 
which water is pumped with a gasoline engine. The various buildings are 
supplied with electric lights, the electricity being furnished from the city 
plant. In 1908 Mr. Mitchell purchased the Cliff \rnold farm of ninety acres, 
adjoining on the east, which has been converted into a hog farm, fitted with 
all the latest 1mprovements for caring for hogs. English Berkshires, Ches- 
ter White, Duroe Jersey Reds are to be found here, all registered stock and 
the best that money can buy. In gto a three-storied horse barn was built, 
1orty-four by one hundred and forty feet, of cement block and concrete, with 
pebble dash outside, joists of steel and cement floors, all casings and posts 
being of steel. In this barn we find the champion Belgtan stallions and 
mares of America, which were the best in Belgium betore their mnportation. 
In three months after landing here they won the championship at the [nter- 
national Exhibition at Chicago. Tlere are also to be found the champion 
Percheron horses. The mares won both the first and second prizes at all the 
leading horse shows in 1gio. Mr. Muitehell also owns the three first prize 
Percheron stallions, imported in r:gto. In Ienghsh Shire horses he bas at the 
head of the mares “Selffridge Pride.” the prize wimmuug mare of England 
and also of America, having won first prize at the London show in May, 
1910, and in wAngust. of that year. won first and championship at Des 
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Moines, Iowa. From there she won first and championship at five different 
state fairs and at the International Stock Show in Chicago in 1910 she was 
first champion and grand champion. 

We may also see at Mr. Mitchell's stables the world’s champion Shire 
stallion, “Dan Patch.” the only draft horse in the world that won first prize 
at the International Exhtbition three vears in succession. He cost ten thou- 
sand dollars, and he weighs two thonsand four hundred and ten pounds and 
he is as active as a coach horse. His services are given to the surrounding 
country at a mere nominal sum, in order to benefit the breed of horses in this 
region. 

In 1g10 there was added to the coach horse departmeit the chanipion 
hackney stallion, “Prick Wiullow Carnout,” and three imported hackney 
nares, the best that could be bought in England, regardless of price. In 
selecting the live stock for Ceylon Court farm, price has not been considered, 
the main object being to secure the best of everything. Probably there is 
more high priced stock on Ceylon Court farm than any other in .\merica. 

In 1911 further improvements were made, such as the biilding of a 
modern garage of concrete, with an addition containing electric dynamos for 
running lathes, drills and other necessary machinery. Mr. Mitchell pur- 
chased, in that year, the Batisford farm adjoining his land on the southeast 
and on this extensive improvements are now going on, it being Mr. Mit- 
chell’s intention to make this an experiment farm for the benefit of the people 
who may be near enough to profit by it. 


ALE EMTS. ORL Sass 


The people of Linn township and southern Walworth county are too 
fanuliar with the career of .\lbert S. Robinson tor the biographer to call 
special attention to lis record other than to give the salient facts in the same, 
for here he has spent his entire life and has gained a prominent place in the 
esteenl of the people, and is universally respected in the business world. fair 
dealing bemg his watehword in all transactions. Ile is optimistic, looking 
ou the bright side of Ife and never complains at the rough places in the road, 
knowing that life is a battle in which no victories are won by the idle and 
indifferent, but that the rewards worth while are to the diligent and courag- 
cous of heart. He is the representative of one of our worthy old pioneer 
families, the Kobinsons having been well known here since the time when 
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this country was a vast forest. with few settlements and when the fertile soil 
lay. tor the most part. untouched by the plowshare. The several members of 
the tamily have taken an active part in the upbuilding of the locality in every 
way possible. 

Albert S. Robinson was born in Linn township, this county, on Iebru- 
ary 3, 1855. and is the son ot Samuel and Jane (Reed) Robinson. The 
tather, who was born in Massachusetts, was reared in Chenango county, 
New York. He came to Walworth county, Wisconsin, in 1844 aud purchased 
Jand in Linn township, south of Lake Geneva, but he did not settle there until 
1846. He was married before leaving New York to Kreclove Thornton, who 
died in New York, leaving one son, Irving Robinson, now living in Linn 
township, this county. Samuel Robinson was again married in 1848 to Mrs. 
Jane Marshall, widow of Horace Marshall. She was born in the town of 
Ovid, Seneca county, New York, in 1808, and when twelve vears of age she 
moved to Genesee county. New York, with her parents, and there grew to 
womanhood and was married. She came to Walworth county, Wisconsin, in 
1846, with her first husband, who died soon afterwards. To Samuel Robin- 
son and wife two sons were born. Charles. the elder, was drowned in Lake 
Geneva when but four vears of age. The other son is Albert S., of this 
review. The death of Samuel Robinson occurred on lebruary 5, 1&8g7, his 
wife having preceded him to the grave on Deceinber 29, 1893. 

Albert S. Robinson grew to manhood on his tather’s tarm, and there 
assisted as much as he could with the general work when a boy and he 
received his education in the local public schools and the high school at Lake 
Geneva. He continued farming on the home place tor some time after leaving 
school. Irom 1890 to 1910 he was secretary and manager of Lakeview 
creamery, which he had helped organize and the large success of which was 
duc mostly to his capable management. Tle has made farming lis chict life 
work and has been very successiul at this line of endeavor. Ile is now the 
owner ot two hundred and seventy acres of fertile and well nnproved band, 
which vields abundant harvests under his skillful superintendence. Te has 
always kept a good grade of live stock, and he has a large, pleasant home. [le 
has been connected with the Farmers National Bank of Lake Geneva since 
its organization and in 1g1i he was elected president of the same. which 
position he still holds. managing its affairs in a manner that reflects much 
credit upon his ability and to the eminent satisfaction of all concernedyein 
fact its ever-growing prestige is due 1) no small meastre to his alle manage- 
ment and rare business acumen. Ile has been very successful a a business 


(39) 


610 WALWORTH COUNTY, @®ISCONSIN. 


way and has accumulated a competency. He deserves a great deal of credit 
for his success, being a fine example ot a virile, persistent, cantious, broad- 
minded, self-made .\merican. He came up from the pioneer log cabin in 
which he first saw the light of day. JIe built his present fine resideice in 
1895. It is one of the commodious, modern and attractive homes of the 
county, and here he has many of the comforts and conveniences of life that 
are seldom found on the farm. Ils large barns and other substantial ont- 
buildings show that 1n farming as well as in other affairs he 1s thoroughgoing 
and progressive. 

Mr. Robinson was married March 27, 1888, to Mrs. Sarah Towslee, 
widow of George Towslee. She was the daughter of Benjamin and Loutsa 
Sutton, and was born i St. lawrence county, New York; auceiiers =nem: 
her childhood, coming to Lake Geneva about 1872, where she joined her 
sister, who had resided here tor some time. She was inarried in Lyons, tls 
county, to George Towslee, who died in Jowa, after which event she returned 
to Walworth county, his death having occurred in 1882. 

Three cluldren have been born to Myr. and Mrs. Robinson, namely: 
Blanche .\lice, Miles .\Ibert and Pugh Irving. 

Fraternally, Mfr. Robinson belongs to the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and the Modern Woodmen. 

Personally, Mr. Robinson is a “plain, blunt man.” hke Shakespeare's 
Brutus, but withal a man whom it is a pleasure to know, for he can be trusted, 
confided in and depended upon—ain short, he 1s a man’s man—strong, cool, 
courageous, calculating and honorable. 


MOR NCE S-Class 


In the death of Ilorace S. Richards, Walworth county lost one of its 
most valued citizens. Much of his long and useful life was spent within its 
borders, although he first saw the Hght of day in faraway bleak New Eng- 
land. tna wAmerica, it has been truthfully said that labor is king, and the 
sovereignty that the Uberty-loving people of this country acknowledge is that 
of business. The men of intluence in this enlightened age are the enterpris- 
ing, progressive, representative men of industry and commerce and to such 
ones advancement and progress are due. Air. Richards was one who had the 
mental poise and calm judgment to successfully gimide and control large 
business affairs, and at the same tine he had a keen appreciation of the 
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ethics of commercial life, so that he not only commanded the respect of his 
fellow men for his uprightness, but also excited their admiration by his 
splendid abilities. So, atter a most commendable career, he has gone to 
“join the choir invisible of those wnmortal dead who live again, in minds 
made better by their presence.” 

Mr. Richards was born at Burlington, Vermont, .\pril 21, 1831. He 
was the son of William and Susan (Stafford) Richards. The family moved 
to St. Lawrence county, New York, while he was a child and there he grew 
to manhood. When he was about fourteen years old he began working in 
the woolen factories there, and for many years he followed this work in one 
branch or another. 

Mr. Richards was married in March, 1856, to Harriet Martha Hodge, 
daughter of Milo and Lihas (Robertson) Hodge. She was born in Pots- 
dam township, St. Lawrence county, New York. The parents of the muther 
of Lilias Robertson were named Webster (closely related to Daniel Webster) 
and they reared Lilias from early childhood, her mother having died when 
she was very young. Milo Hodge was the son of Benjanun and tlanna 
(Smith) Hodge. They came to Wisconsin about 1855 and located in Wanu- 
shara county, where they lived a number of years, and they died in this 
county. Lilias Hodge, Mrs. Richards’ mother, died in New York. Milo 
[lodge came to Wisconsin and located at Mukwonago, where he was mar- 
ried again and spent the rest of his life. 

Aiter Mr. Richards’ marriage he remained in New York until the com- 
mencement of the Civil war, when he enlisted in the Ninety-second New 
York Volunteer [nfantry, and after a year in the service he was seized with 
a serious ilness and was discharged for physical disability. After lis dis- 
charge he and his wife and children came to Wisconsin. Tfis health was 
very poor and he came here believing that the change would benefit hin. Te 
located at Mukwonago. where he worked in a carding mill. Later he moved 
to Lake Geneva, where there was a larger mill, and here he was employed a 
number of vears. After the mulls ceased operation he followed the carpen- 
ter's trade for a few vears, but his health continuing to fail, he retired from 
active work. Myr. Richards took an active interest in public affairs and took 
a keen interest in politics. He was a Republican. 

Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Richards, namely: ]ferbert, 
who lives in Lake Geneva, and who married Jentie Labelle, is a painter by 
trade; George Frederick, who lives in Beloit, married Josie (Holland) 
Downs, and they have one son. George Frederick, Jr.; Charles married Nora 
Withie and lived in Michigan until his death, in February, 1895: Minnie ts 
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the wife of Joseph Ellis and lives in Zenda, this county, where he has a hard- 
ware business, and they have two sons, Allen and John; Jolin, the fifth child 
of the subject and wife, is a professor in the State University at Madison; 
he married Mabel Wilson; Lilian is the wife of J. Melvin Johnson and lives 
at Madison, where Mir. Johnson has an official position with the American 
Tobacco Company. 

The death of Horace S. Richards occurred on July 27, 1909, after a 
well spent and honorable life, in which he won the esteem of al] with whom 
he came into contact. He was well known throughout this county, having 
come to Wisconsin in 1863, and to Lake Geneva 1n 1866, 


MISS HELEN ALAR TY 


The hfe history of the estimable and popular superintendent of schools 
of Walworth county, Miss Helen Martin, most happily illustrates what may 
be attained by faithful and continued effort in carrying out noble purposes. 
It is a story of a life whose success is measured by its usefulnuess—a life that 
has made the world better and brighter. Her career has been dignified and 
womanly, her manner unaffected and her actions, springing trom a_ heart 
charged with love and altrustic sentiment for humanity, have been a blessing 
to all who have come within range of her influence. She is a representative 
of one ot the sterling pioneer fanuhies of this county, and is the second 





woman to hold the office of county superintendent in Walworth county, the 
first having been Miss Lilhan Webster, now the wife of Charles Greene, who 
served one tern. The office of county superintendent is not a political office 
i Wisconsin and the election is held in April. There were three candidates 
in 190g and Aliss Alartin proved an easy winner. 

Miss Martin was born in Spring Prairie township, this county, and there 
she attended the district schools; later the family moved to Elkhorn and she 
was a student in the publig schools there, and was graduated from the high 
school. She then spent three years in the University of Wisconsin. after 
Which she taught im the sehools of Elkhorn with a great degree of success 
until cleeted county superintendent. She has in her charge one hundred and 
four country schools and fourteen graded schools, of which seven are high 
schools, in faet all the schools of the county, exeept those of Whitewater 
and Lake Geneva, are under her jurisdiction. She has given eminent satis- 
faction in the discharge of her duties in this important office -and her course 
has been liughly commendable. 
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Miss Martins father, Charles Martin, was born in Delaware county, 
New York, November 12, 1818. He learned the carpenter's trade when a 
young man, which he continued after coming to Walworth county, Wiscon- 
sin, in 1844, building several houses in Spring Prairie township. In 1845 
he married Elizabeth Martin, a cousin, who was born in Hartford county, 
Connecticut. -\fter their marriage they turned their attention to farming. 
Mrs, Martin passed away in 1850, leaving one daughter, Delia. In 1854 
Mr. Martin was united in marriage with Caroline Fowle, who was born in 
Wyoming county, New York, and her death occurred on January 30, 1891. 
She was the daughter of Samuel and Earriet (Ingrahain) Fowle, who moved 
with their family to Walworth county, Wisconsin, about 1840 and. settled 
among the pioneers in Darien township, where Lawson school house now 
stands, and some ten years later the parents moved to lowa. 

The death of Charles Martin occurred in 1906. He was an active mem- 
ber of the Spring Prairie Baptist church, and for a period of twenty years 
he was superintendent of the Sunday school there. He was also a member 
ot the Walworth County Agricultural Society. He was a wide reader and 
kept well informed on current topics of public interest. 

Dela Martin, mentioned above, became the wife of [Emery D. Williams, 
a native of Jefferson county, New York, born January 6, 1841. Ile enlisted 
in 1861 in Company I, Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, in 
which he served gallantly as a private for four years. After his marriage 
he moved to Carroll county, Missouri, where his death oecurred in Decem- 
her, 1879, leaving three children: Allee, now deceased: [ra M. and Charles 
A., both living in California. Alrs. Williams returned to Elkhorn in r&8o. 

l‘our children were born to Charles Martin and his second wife, two of 
whom died in infaney, and a son died when sixteen years old, leaving Telen, 
the subject, who makes her home with her half-sister, Delia. 

Aliss Martin's great force of character and ripe scholarship, together 
with her ability as an organizer, enabled her to bring to her work the results 
of her professional experience with marked effect, and it was not long until 
the schools under her supervision advanced to the high standing of efficiency 
for which they are now noted. Many things tending to lessen the teacher's 
labors and at the same time make them effeetive have been introduced: the 
course of study modified and improved, the latest and most approved ap- 
pliances purchased and everything in keeping with modern educational prog- 
ress tested, and, where practical, retained. She takes a great interest in her 
teachers, all of whom are selected with special reference to their ability to fill 
acceptably the positions to which assigned, That the advantages of a liberal 
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education may be generally disseminated, she has encouraged young people 
of the county to attend high school by giving them every possible consid- 
eration. She possesses the personal charm and taet which make her popular 
with the young and it 1s nothing unusual to see her on the street or in the 
school-yard surrounded by a group of ureluns. By entering into their spirit 
and pastimes, syinpathizing with them in their troubles, in short, making their 
interests her own, she has beeome the idol, almost, of the juveniles of the 
eity, her being one with them rendering the teachers’ work easy and adding 
greatly to her own popularity, not only with the children but also with the 
adult portion of the populace. 

Unhtke so many of her calling who spend their lives in the sehool room, 
who beeome narrow and pedantic, Miss Martim is broad and liberal in her 
views and has the courage of her convictions on all the leading public ques- 
tions and issues, keeping in touch with the trend of modern thought, and 
having an aequaintance with the best general literature of the past and 


Prescin. 


CHE RULES [PEGS 


This well known citizen is an exeellent example of the alert twentieth- 
century business man of the Uuited States, coming from: an aneestry that 
distinguished itself in pioneer days. When the country was covered with 
almost an interininable forest of native trees, filled with wild animals, his 
people came to Walworth eounty, Wisconsin, and began to carve homes 
trom the primeval forests, build schools and ehurches and introduee the cus- 
toms of eivilization in the wilderness. They were willing to endure the 
hardships that they might acquire the soil and the home that was sure to rise 
and they did a noble work in the several relations with their fellow men. By 
a life consistent m motive and action and because of his many fine personal 
qualities, Charles J. Peck, for many years one of the leading agriculturists 
and stock mien of Lafayette township, has earned the sincere regard of all 
who know Inim, and is deserving of conspicuous mention in his eounty’s 
history along with other representative citizens who have the interests of 
this nature-favored locality at heart. 

Mr. Peek was born in Lafayette township, this eounty, at Spring Prairie, 
on August 14, 1847. [leis the son of J. W. and «Adaline E. (Randall) Peck, 
both natives of the state of New York, the father’s birth having occurred in 
1818 and the mother’s in 1823. hey spent their earlier years in their native 
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state, and in 1836 came to Ohio, thence coming to Lafayette township, Wal- 
worth county, Wisconsin, in 1836, buying one hundred and thirty-six acres at 
Spring Prairie where he built a hotel, known as Peck's Corners. Ite then went 
north about two miles and established his home. In 1860 he moved to the 
farm now owned by his son, Charles |.. of this sketch, becoming the owner 
of eight hundred and sixty-six acres of valuable land in Lafayette town- 
ship, and other parts of Wisconsin and an aggregate of eighteen hundred 
acres here and in lowa and Nebraska, being one of the largest land owners 
and one of the most substantial and influential citizens in this section of the 
state. He was very active in the affairs of the early times and was a leader 
in his community, winning the admiration and esteem of all who knew him 
as a result of his industry, public spirit and exemplary character. Politically, 
he was a Democrat and took an active part in political affairs. He was an 
extensive sheep dealer. He was chairman of the board of supervisors, 
though he was never a seeker after public office. His wife was a consistent 
member of the Baptist church. 

Five sons and one daughter were born to Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Peck, all 
living but one. The death of the father occurred in 1876, his widow sur- 
viving over thirty years, dying in 1907. 

Charles I. Peck, the unmediate subject of this sketch, was reared on the 
home farm, where he assisted with the general work during crop seasons, 
attending the public schools in the winter time, later the Elkhorn high sehool. 
Early in hfe he took up general farming and stock raising for a vocation and 
this he has continued with almost uninterrupted success, now owning one of 
the finely improved and tertile farms oi the county, consisting of four hun- 
dred and eighty acres in Lafayette township. He ts also interested in land 
in California, he being one of five men who are interested as a company in 
the development of thirty-six hundred acres, and he 1s also one of a company 
of twelve men who are operating twenty-seven hundred acres of land, being 
extensive lemon raisers, in which they are very successful. Tle is a director 
in the Santa Paula Land Company, owns stock in a building and lean com- 
pany, is a director and vice-president of the Sulphur Mountain Springs Com- 
pany, owns a hotel at Ventura, California, and stock in one at Santa Paula. 

Politically, Mr. Peck 1s a Democrat, but be has never been an aspirant 
for pubhe honors, preferring to devote his attention exclusively to his large 
agricultural and horticultural operations, Ile has been a close observer and 
a deep student of these sciences and 1s thoroughly up-to-date in these lines. 
He and his wife are members of the Latayette Congregational church. 
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Mr. Peck was married in 1873 to Fannie E. Sewell. a lady ot many 
estimable characteristics and the representative of an excellent old \Walworth 
county family, her birth having occurred in Lafayette township, the daugh- 
ter ot Jirah Sewell and wife, early settlers in this county, who became well 
established here through their industry and thrift. 

The union of Charles I. Peck and wife has been blessed by the birth ot 
four children, three sons and one daughter, the latter dying in infancy: the 
sons are Jeddiah, now deceased; Hhiel Manley, who lives on the homestead 
here; and Clyde Edward, who makes his home in California. 

Mr. Peck owns a beautiful home at Santa Paula, California, where he 
now resides, leaving the management of his property in Lafayette township 
to his son. Ile is interested in five banks (director in three and inspector) in 
California, also in Jands in South Dakota and California. 

Mr. Peck’s extensive business interests are the legitimate fruitage of 
cousecutive effort, directed and controlled by good judgment and correct 
principles. fle has forged his way to the front over obstacles that would 
have discouraged men of less courageous mettle, gradually extending the 
limits of his mental horizon until he 1s today fully abreast of the times, a 
progressive, broad-minded, capable man of aftairs. Taken as a whole, his 
carecr presents a series of continued successes rarely equaled by men from 
Walworth county. Strong mental powers, invincible courage and a deter- 
inined purpose that hesitates at no opposition have so entered into his com- 
position as to render him a dominant factor in the business world and a 
leader of men in important enterprises. He is essentially a man of affairs, 
sound of judgment. of rare business acumen, far-seeing in what he under- 
takes, and every enterprise to which he addresses hiniself has resulted in 
liberal financial returns. 


ALFRED JORN Si) ie 


Although Jengland has not sent so many of her people to Walworth 
county as many of the other natious of Europe, yet those who have honored 
us with their citizenship have become conspicuous in view of the fact that 
they have been enterprising and progressive, valued citizens in every respect, 
having, while advancing their individual interests, not been neglectful of the 
general good. Of this worthy band the name of Alfred John Smith, of 
Lake Geneva, the able foreman of Ceylon Court, is deserving of especial 
Mention ina volume of the nature of the one at hand. 
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Mr. Smith was born in London, England, March 28. 1866, and there 
he spent his boyhood and attended the common schools. Ile is the son of 
James J. and Emily (O'Neil) Smith. He continued to reside in his native 
city until he was about seventeen years old. In September, 1883, he eimi- 
grated to the Umted States, and spent some tine in various places in the 
Southern states, finally coming to Chicago in r89t, where he secured a 
position as assistant 12 a greenhouse, which he retained for a period of six 
years, giving emtire satisfaction. In his native land he had mastered the ins 
and outs of gardening, having spent the time from the age of ten years to 
the time of his enugration to America engaged in that line of work, taking 
up the various branches of horticulture, and in Chicago he gained still further 
experience, until] he is now a master of fis line. He is a deep student as 
well as a keen observer and has kept well informed on the progress of horti- 
culture and general gardening, especially as affecting this country and lati- 
tude. 

In June, 1903, Mr. Smith came to Ceylon Court, Lake Geneva, as head 
gardener, and he has since had full charge of the grounds, greenhouses and 
gardens, one of the “show places” of the county, a complete description of 
which 1s to be found on another page of this work. But those who lave 
seen Ceylon Court know the inadequacy ot mere words to describe its beanty 
and need not be reminded of Mr. Smith's taste and knowledge in such work 
and of his faithfulness to the same. 

Mr. Smith 1s a member of the Gardeners and I‘oremen’s .\ssuciation of 
Lake Geneva, which is composed of the nen who look after this line of 
work for the fne homes about the lakes here. Mr. Smith ts now serving 
his tourth term as president of the association, which has recently erected a 
large and attractive building on Broad street. Lake Geneva. ‘The pronounced 
success of this important organization has been due very largely to his 
efforts. He is also a life member of the Wisconsin State Horticultural So- 
ciety. of which he was vice-president for two vears, discharging the duties 
of this office in a manner that won the hearty commendation of all con- 
cerned. 

Mr. Smith was married in 18g9 to [lannah Brennan, of county Mayo, 
Ireland, and to this union one daughter, (Hannah, was born. her birth occur- 
ring in January, 1goo, at which time the mother died. and in .\ugust, 1g05, 
Mr. Smith was again married, his last wife having been known in her 
maidenhood as Martha Sobbe, daughter of Joseph and Mary Sobbe. She 
was born, reared and educated at Lake Geneva. Alr. and Mrs. Smith are 
both members of the Catholic church and he ts also a inember of the Catho- 
lic Order of Foresters and Knights of Columbus. 
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Mr. Smith is a busy man, with a business way of doing things, yet finds 
time to give attention to the sociable side of his nature, and he is known as a 
frank, just and obliging gentleman, and an authority on all horticultural 
subjects. 





GUSR NY 2 IBIS TER: 


Another of the progressive Germans who, coming to Walworth county 
in the days of its ascendency, cast his lot with us and thereby has benefited 
himself, his neighbors and acquaintances, is Gustave Meister, of Lyons town- 
ship, a man who, owing to his commendable traits of character and his per- 
sistent habits, would succeed in any community. 

Mr. Meister was born in Pommern, Germany, August 11, 1857, and 
is the son of Christheb and Charlotte (uger) Meister. He grew up on a 
farm in his native land, and there he married, in 1882, Lena Schmidt, daugh- 
ter of William and Frederica (Freitag) Schmidt, and three children were 
born to them in the old country, Herman, Anna and William. In 1887 the 
family emigrated to the United States and located at Lyons, Walworth 
county, Wisconsin. Mr. Meister worked on the railroad for about two 
years, then worked four years as a farm hand for James Brett, then for four- 
teen years he rented Judge Buckbee’s farm, then began farming for himself. 
In 1902 he purchased a farm in section 19, Lyons township. He is now the 
owner of an excellent farm of one hundred and forty acres, which he has 
kept well improved and where he carries on general farming and stock rais- 
ing successively. ]le has a pleasant home and keeps an excellent grade of 
stock. There were no improvements on the place except the house, and he 
built barns, outhouses, fences, and in many ways improved and beautihed the 
place, aud there is no more attractive place than his between Geneva and 
Springfield. 

Three children have been born to the subject and wife since coming to 
America, namely: Frank, Ida and Carl. The subject's children are all 
married except Carl. [lerman married Besste Morgan and they live a short 
distance north of the village of Lyons, where he rents a tarm and operates it 
for himself; they have three children, Clarence, Dorothy and Gladys. Anna 
married Andrew Bartelson and lives on a rented farm near the subject, and 
they have five children, Herbert. Frances and rank (twins). .\illeen and 
Walter. William married .\imelia Dorn and lives on the Buckbee farm near 
his father’s home, whieh he rents. IJe has one son, Gustave. frank married 
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Freda Pagel, has one daughter, Florence, and lives on a rented farm a short 
distance west ot the village of Lyons. Ida married Walter .\. Papenfus and 
they rented the home farm and are hving with her parents. Carl works for 
them on the farm. The Meister family belongs to the German Lutheran 
church at Lyons. 

The subject 1s deserving of a great deal of credit for what he has accom- 
plished, having started in life with nothing and having a large family to 
support. He has been frugal. industrious and econonical and is now well- 
to-do. 


WiLL PUK NISS BEST. 


Wilham Furniss Best, of Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, was born at Brid- 
port, county of Dorset. England, October 30, 1867. Ilis parents were 
Richard Henry Best and Ellen (Furniss) Best. Flis father was in the prod- 
uce and commission business and Mr. Best grew up in the business with 
his father and was with him till the father died in 1888. Witham F. Best 
remained in England till 1889, when he was encouraged to come to .\merica, 
having heard much of the country here from his brother-in-law, whose home 
was in Walworth county along the shore of the Lake Geneva, and who was 
then back in England on a visit. 

Mr. Best came to Lake Geneva and soon had quite a eirele of friends 
and acquaintances with whom he became popular in a social way. Having 
such means of support that he could be idle 1f he wished to, the voung man 
did what nearly all voung men would like to do at the age of twenty to 
twenty-three—he lovked more to the pleasures of society and enjoying life in 
good style while he could, and did not engage in any gainful occupation for 
some time. Older heads looked on with misgiving at his idleness. Ar. 
Best. however, rose above the handicap of having “nothing to do and suffi- 
cient money to do it with,” after he had three years at it. In 1893 he began 
to show his true mettle when he took a place in the greenhouse on Mr. 
Leiter's lake shore estate. Tfe continued at such work tll Tgo2, learned a 
great deal about the work and showed that he was to be depended upon, In 
1902 he took charge of the greenhouses owned by the Lake Geneva [oral 
Company. who then had about twenty thousand feet under glass. [le re- 
mained in charge of the work there tll the floral company sold out about 
three years later, when through a chain of peculiar circumstances he was 
induced to go into the piano business at Lake Geneva. In this he made a 
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success right from the start. He sold thirteen pianos in the first thirteen 
days, and since then has sold hundreds of them in Walworth county, and in 
a modest way has prospered. In addition to his piano business he oceasion- 
ally buys and sells a piece of real estate, as an mvestment. 

December 1, 1889, Mr. Best narried Loretta Bolsley, daughter of Theo- 
dore and Augusta (Ilarkness) Bolsley. She was born and reared in Lake 
Geneva. Her parents, it is believed, came trom the state of New York, Air. 
and Ars. Best have three daughters, Ethel Ellen, Mabel Charlotte and 
Maudie Marie, also one son, Lloyd Furniss Best. Mfr. Best 1s a member of 
the Masons, the Odd Fellows and the Alystie Workers. He has made his 
home among us for about twenty-three years, and we have seen him grow 
in those desirable characteristics of solid worth, his conduct in all the rela- 
tions of life entithng him to the respect and esteem of his fellow men. He 
was elected in 1910 to the office of justice of the peace. In England this 
office is held by the nobility, without compensation, the idea being not that 
of profit to themselves but that they shall honor the office by the courage and 
fairness of their rulings. Mr. Best has performed his official duties here 
in the same spirit, and shown those qualities that are so essential in any court, 
if respect for the law is to be upheld. Ile was again elected in-1912 and is 
now serving his second term. 


MUCUS! CUED: 


Few farmers of Walworth county carry on their work with any greater 
degree of science than .\ugust Luedtke, of Lyons township, for he is a close 
student of everything that pertains to his work, and he is deserving of a 
great deal of credit for what he has accomplished, having come here from 
a foreign shore with no capital, but with what amounted to more—a willing- 
ness to work, an ambition to succeed, and a strong constitution. Fle was 
born 11 Pommern, Whltendorf, Prussia, Germany, on October 9. 1855. He 
is the son of Fred and Louisa (Blaedan) Luedtke. the father having been 
brought up on oa large farm in the fatherland, but afterwards became a 
shepherd. 

When the subject was ciglt vears of age the father and mother andes 
children cnugrated to America and settled near Burlington, Wisconsin, where 
they followed farming, later buying a farm in sections 12 and 13 in Lyons 
townslip, Walworth county, and here the parents spent the rest of their lives, 
and on this farin the subjeet grew to manhood. 
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August Luedtke was married on July 18, 1878. to Anna Louise ar 
Schinidt, daughter of William and Caroline (Bushen) Sehnidt. She was 
born and reared in Wheatland township, Kenosha county, this state. [er 
parents were trom the same locality in Germany in which the subject was 
born. Her parents came to Burlington township, Kenosha county, \Wiscon- 
sin, and here spent the rest of their lives. Four children have been born to 
the subject and wife, namely, Cora, Louis, Enuna and Florence. 

The subject has spent lis life engaged in farming on the home place. 
having operated the same ever since his marriage. Tle has an excellent farm 
ot one hundred and twenty aeres which he has placed under a high grade of 
unprovements and cultivation and where he has made a good living and has 
a pleasant home. 

Mr. Luedtke has been a member of the township board of supervisors 
of Lyons township tor two years. He and Ins family are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church at Burlington. 


JOHN C. BRENNAN. 


Another of the sterling sons of the old [:pire state who has come to 
Walworth county, and here found a pleasant home and a weleome from our 
citizens, and thereby has benefited himself and them, is John C. Brennan, a 
successful fariner of Linn township. He was born in Chenango county, 
New York, March 2, 1865, and he is the son of John and Bridget (Quinn) 
Brennan. [fis boyhood was spent on his father’s farm in New York. Upon 
reaching manhood he came west and located i Linn township, this county, 
and has lived here ever since. In his bovhood he worked out for several 
years. About 1894 he began farming for himself and in 1903 he purchased 
the farm which he still owns in Linn township, sections 23 and 24. Ilis 
place consists of two hundred and eighteen acres of excellent land which he 
has placed under splendid improvements and a high state of cultivation, and 
here he carries on general farming and stock raising on an extensive scale. 

Mr. Brennan was married in 1&93 to .\Anna Barlow, daughter of [ed- 
ward and Margaret (Creighton) Barlow, the father born in Linn township, 
this county, November 11, 1842. being the son of John and Catherine 
(Smith) Barlow. John Tarlow and wife were both born in Ireland, and 
they emigrated to Walworth county, Wisconsin, in an carly day, being among 
the first. settlers of [inn township. Iédward Barlow grew to manhood here 
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and farmed most of his life. Me married Margaret Creighton, daughter of 
Peter and Ann Creighton. She was born near Providence, Massachusetts. 
Iler parents were also from Ireland, coming here probably in 1843. spending 
the rest of their lives in this county. Mr. Creighton bought a farm in sec- 
tion 5, what is now the Dillenbeck farm. and there he lived until late in Itte. 
then sold out and moved to Lyons, where he and his wife spent their last 
days. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Barlow: Anna, who married 
John Brennan, subject of this sketch: Katie. who died when about twenty- 
four years of age; Lillian is the wife of John Murphy, of Linn township; 
John, who is farming in the east side of Linn township: Edward died on 
December 28, 1908. Mr. and Mrs. Brennan have one son, George. 

\lr. Brennan has been a member of the board of supervisors tor about 
thirteen years, filling this office to the satisfaction of all concerned, and he 
has been a member of the county board for about eight vears. He and his 
family belong to the Catholic church. 





OLIVER Iie Ahi 


The life record of Oliver Hl. Walker, well known citizen of Lake Geneva, 
Walworth county, has been replete with success, because he has been very 
careful of his successive steps in the daily affairs of life, being caretul not 
to do anything that would later require undoing. “Be sure you are night, 
then go ahead,” has been, in substance, Ins motto, at least it would seem so to 
one at all familiar with his career, which is worthy of careful study by the 
vouth at the beginning of their careers or by the man who is discouraged 
farther ou the highway of Itfe. 

Mr. Walker was born at Plainfield, Otsego county, New York, Decem- 
ber &, 1843, being the scion of a family prominent in business circles in Lake 
Geneva from the early days. He is a son of Austin and Doreas (Burdick) 
Walker, the mother having been born probably in Connecticut and she lived 
in Otsego county, New York, until her marriage. Her mother died in the 
East and her father came to Walworth county, Wisconsin, and settled in 
Linn township. Austin Walker and wife were married 11 New York and 
they lived in that state until 1851 when they moved to Walworth county, 
Wisconsin, reaching here in the spring of that year, having come by way of 
the Great Lakes to Kenosha. There were no railroads in this country at that 
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tune, They came by wagon from Kenosha to this county, locatmg in Linn 
township, where the father purchased eighty acres of land of James Bener- 
dick, near the center ot the township, south of what was called the Big Foot 
road. The family lived there about three vears, then moved into Lake 
Geneva and in 1854 -\ustin Walker entered the grocery business. also handled 
boots and shoes, later. Atter a time the boot and shoe business outgrew the 
grocery department and he closed it out, continuing only as boot and shoe 
merchant. Here he remained in business until his death and was quite sue- 
cessful, becoming the possessor of considerable town property. built a great 
inany houses and various business properties and thus for vears was one of 
the influential men in the upbuilding of Lake Geneva. THis death occurred 
in 1895; his wife, surviving him a number of vears, died on September rg. 
1906, having reached the advanced age of ninety-four vears. Vheir family 
consisted of seven children, six sons and one daughter, namely: Billings .\. 
lived inmost Of his life in Lake Geneva: Charles E.. who owns and operates 
a fine garden in the northern part of Lake Geneva, also owns considerable 
rentable property. In 185g he and three others drove overland to California 
with ox teams, when there was not a house from Couneil Bluffs, Towa, to 
Salt Lake City, Utah: they were from April 1gth to October 12th making the 
trip to Carson City, Nevada. experiencing many hardships and) privations, 
having many thrilling adventures. .\t one place they were compelled to pay 
seventy-five cents a pound for both flour and bacon. Jle returned im = 1&62 
and engaged in the dry goods, boot and shoe business in Lake Geneva, selling 
out in 186g, and then he engaged in the eomnission business in Chicago until 
(871 when he returned to Lake Geneva. While in business here he had the 
first stock of clothing in the city. [Tle was a member of the board of super- 
visors for ten years. The third child born to .\ustin Walker and wife was 
George \W.. who enlisted in the Union army in the spring of i861 and died 
the following autumn of typhoid tever; Oliver I].. of this sketch; .\lexander 
S. lived and died in Lake Geneva: Napoleon Decatur is nimarried and lives 
in Lake Geneva: Mary 1. is the wife of Joseph Scheneck : they lived im san 
Francisco several years. but now make their home across the bay from there. 

Oliver H. Walker grew to manhood in Lake Geneva, and he was clerk- 
ing in the store of his father on the day of his fifteenth birthday, and trom 
that day until the spring of 1896 he remained in the store, covering a period 
of thirty-seven years, during which time he became one of the best known 
merchants in the county, enjoyed a large trade and was regarded as one of 
the city’s most enterprising men of affairs. THe is still well known, hit aeicns: 
large number of his friends and acquaintances of the earlier vears have passed 


from view over life's great divide. 
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Mr. Walker has retired from active business and looks atter his rental 
properties in Lake Geneva. His home is on the lake front. and for recrea- 
tion he enjoys fishing in the lake. 

Mr. Walker was married on June 1, 1865, to Caroline P. Johnson. of 
Linn township. She was born in Taunton, Massachusetts. June 20, 1841, 
and was the daughter of James and Salle (Staples) Johnson. Her people 
moved to this county in 1843 and loeated in Linn township about four miles 
from the city of Lake Geneva. The subjeet and wife attended the same 
school in the country and grew up together. James Johnson was born Aug- 
ust 10, 1805, 19 Darby, Pennsylvania, and her mother was born January 
17, 1806, in Freetown, Massachusetts. 

Three daughters and one son were born to Mr. and Mrs. Walker, named 
as follows: Frederick Oliver died in the spring of 1879, as did also Caroline 
Louise: Jenme died early the rolowing autumn, their ages having been about 
four, seven and ten respectively; Rose @1. 1s at home svitin hersiarier mileae 
Geneva. 

The wife and mother was called to her rest on Friday, August 11, 1911. 
She was a worthy member of the Congregational chureh in Lake Geneva and 
Was a favorite with a wide cirele of friends. She was the last of her father’s 
fanuly residing in this county. Alr. \Walker is also a member of the Congre- 
gational church. 


FATHER JAMES NICHORASS 


The well known and popular gentleman whose name introduces this 
biographical review has accomplished much toward ameliorating the condi- 
tion ot Ins fellow men in Walworth county, often laboring with disregard 
tor Ins own welfare 1f thereby he might attain the object sought—to make 
sone one better or happier. Such a life as his is rare in this mercenary, work- 
aday age, and is eminently worthy of emulation, being singularly free from 
al that 1s deteriorating or paltry, for his influence is at all times uplifting, 
and thousands of people have been made better for having known him, and 
yet he is a plain, unassuming gentleman, caring nothing for the plaudits of 
men, content to know that he is following the footsteps of the Man of 
Gallilee and doing his will as best he can. 

lather James Nicholas, priest of the parish of Elkhorn, Wiseonsin, was 
born in Limerick City, breland, June o, 1863. Ele is the son of William and 
Sarah (Vitzgerald) Nicholas. He spent his boyhood as a student in public 
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schools and academies. About 1879 he decided to take an ecclesiastical course 
and prepare for the priesthood. He accordingly entered the National College 
of Maynorth and in 1887 was ordained to the priesthood. He was at once 
appointed to the diocese of Milwaukee. Upon coming here he was assigned 
to the parish of Elkhorn, which has been his only assignment, for he has re- 
mained here continuously to the present time. 

One not ot Ins chureh who speaks from personal knowledge and voices 
a general impression, says of him: “Father Nicholas, though an uncom- 
promising servant of the church and thoroughly a priest, has many non- 
Catholic friends who appreciate his qualities as a citizen and neighbor. His 
services as a speaker are given freely on Memorial Sundays, the annual meet- 
ing of the County Soldiers’ Association, and other special occasions. He is 
familiar with the history of his adopted country and is loyal to our institutions. 
His public addresses are carefully prepared, showing depth of thought, ver- 
satilitv, a true conception of Itfe and its immensity, and he is regarded as an 
earnest, logical, entertaming and not infrequently cloquent speaker.” 

Father Nicholas is a man of splendid physique, and would attract atten- 
tion in any gathering, and he is a good mixer, genial. obliging. friendly, and 
hence well liked by all classes. 

The loeal Catholic chureh has grown steadily under his charge. and in 
1905 a splendid new chureh edifice was erected, and it ranks well with other 
churches of this denomination throughout the state. 


JOBS GIewWORT SIiicEs: 


A name familiar to the people of Walworth county is that of John Gil- 
more Skeels, of Lake Geneva. known as a man of high attaimments and prac- 
tical ability as an educator, which has been is principal life work, although 
he is now engaged in business. [le achieved an extraordinary measure of 
success in his profession because he worked for it persistently and in channels 
of honest endeavor. IJlis prestige in the educational circles of southern Wis- 
eonsin stands in evidence of his ability and likewise serves as a voucher for 
intrinsic worth of character. IIe has used his intellect to the best purpose, 
has directed his energies along legitimate courses and his eareer has heen 
based upon the wise assumption that nothing save industry, perseverance, 
sturdy integrity and fidelity to duty will lead to success. 


(40) 
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Mr. Skeels was born in Benson, Vermont, on January 3. 1852. He is 
the son of Williami Norman Skeels and Betsey (AlcCotter) Skeels, the father 
born in Whitehall, New York, in 1812, and died on April 24, 1893: the 
mother was born at Orwell, Vermont, on May 7, 1814, and her death occurred 
on March 21, 1856. William Skeels, the paternal grandfather, was born in 
1778 in Woodbury, Connecticut, and he died at Whitehall, New York, Aug- 
ust 22, 1860. His father, Samuel Skeels, was born at Woodbury, Connecti- 
cut, May 29, 1755. and he died in Benson, Vermont, about 1854. He and 
his two brothers were soldiers in the Revolutionary war. He spent most of 
his life at Woodbury. His father, Samuel Skeels, Sr., was born February 
25, 1723. He served under Lord Howe in the French and Indian war and 
died while in that service. in 1759. Samuel, Sr.. was the son of John, the 
second, who was baptized in 1678 and whose death occurred on May 25, 
1727, having been born and died in the town of Woodbury, Connecticut. 
John, the first, was born in Reading, England, in 1643, and was a signer of 
the Covenant, and, because of religious persecution, he left England in 1670,. 
finally settling at Woodbury, Connecticut, and his death oceurred in 1721. 

The name Skeels was found away back in Danish legendary history, 
both before and after the Danish invasion of England, and as the Skeels fam- 
ily all come from around London, where the Danes settled, 1t is practically 
certain that the family is of Danish origin. Nearly all of this branch of the 
Skeels family have been farmers and soldiers. The name is sometimes 
spelled Skeele, and still others spell it Skeel. 

When William Norman.Skeels, father of the subject, was a voung man, 
he and a brother came to Wisconsin and Joeated farms, when the country was 
still a wilderness, but Indians and chills and lever proved to be too much for 
him and he returned to Vermont, and in the town of Benson was united in 
marriage with Betsey MeCotter, who was a native of Orwell, but then mak- 
ing her home in Benson. Her death occurred in 1856, and in 1858 he mar- 
ried Mrs. Rebecea (Svmons) Buckingham, who was born at Tavistock, Eng- 
lant. on July 17.1820, and died at the home of the suhject in Lake (Gene a 
Wisconsin, on AMlarch 24, 1909, when nearly eighty-nine years old. The 
subject's father died in Benson, Vermont, April 22, 1893. 

John Gihnore Skeels, of this sketch, grew to manhood in Vermont. Tle 
attended the Burr & Burton Senunary at Manchester, that state; later went 
to Barre Academy, at Barre. Vermont, from which institution he was gradu- 
ated in the vear 1873. This early training has been supplemented by mneh 
home study, and among other accomplishments he has learned surveving. 
When a voung man he farmed during the summer months and taught sehvol 


SALSPORETH COUNTY, AVIsSCONSIN. 627 


in the wintertime, when the farming season was over. On April 17, 1877, 
he came to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, where he remained about three years. 
Upon coming here he gave more attention to teaching, farming only during 
the summer months when there was no school. From Lake Geneva he went 
to Allen Grove. where he taught two years; from there he went to Sharon 
and remained about eighteen vears and was principal of the Sharon schools 
thirteen years, with an intermission of two vears during which he was county 
superintendent, having been elected in the fall of 1884 and taking office in 
January, 1885. He resigned in September, 1886, returning to Sharon as 
principal of the schools there, finding the work there more 1o his liking and 
also the salary was larger. While at Sharon he served one year as village 
supervisor. Efe gave up school work in 18 93 on account of his father’s 
death, and went East to look after his father’s estate, remaining there part 
of the year, then returned to Sharon and continued his school work until 
1897, when ill health compelled him to give up teaching. Ile was cneyaged 
in business until 1899, atter which he taught one year at Darien, then spent 
a year in business at Whitewater and two vears at Lake Geneva, after which 
he returned to Darien and organized the high school there. \While at that 
place he was induced to apply for a position to establish and conduct a high 
school at Spooner, \Wisconsin: he received the position and remained there 
two vears. From there he went in 1906 to care for his step-mother, who was 
then in failing health, and also because his own health was failing. Tle re- 
turned to Walworth county and has lived here ever since, having a pleasant 
home in Lake Geneva. having been engaged in the insurance business, and 
also has done a great deal of surveying. He has filled the position of city 
engineer for the past vear. He is assisted in his work by lus nicee, Bessie 
Me almer. 

Mr. Skeels has been successtul in whatever he has attempted, and as an 
educator in his line he has had few equals in this part of the Badger state. 
He is both an entertainer and instructor and as superintendent inaugurated 
modern methods and placed everything under a superb system. Tis services 
have been in great demand and he has been popular with both pupils and 
patrons wherever he has labored in this connection. 

Mr. Skeels was married on June 3, 1884, to Minerva I. Alexander, 
daughter of Balthaser and Juliet ¢ltuller) Alexander. She was born im 
Linn township, this county. where she grew to womanhood and received her 
education in the public schools and bere liverdt until her marriage. Her 
father came from Germany, and lived for some time near Rochester, New 
York: there he and Juliet Fuller were married. She was the daughter of 


628 WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN. 


John and Minerva Fuller. Mr. and Mrs. Alexander came to Wisconsin 
about 1845, locating first at New Berlin, near Milwaukee. About 1850 they 
moved to the country and located about five miles south of the city of Lake 
Geneva, Linn township, Walworth county, and here they established a good 
home and spent the rest of their lives there. 

Mr. Skeels and wife are inembers of the Congregational church in Lake 
Geneva; he joined this denomination when a boy in Vermont. 

Personally, Mr. Skeels is a plain, unassuming, broad-minded, genial 
gentleman who wins and retains the confidence and respect of all with whom 
he comes into contact. He believes in meeting the world, man to man, 
looking neither down nor up, but valuing a man for his true worth, know- 
ing that a person is, after all, what he does, not what he says or dreams. 


BYRON? S. PALS 


One of the highly honored citizens of a past generation in Walworth 
county who led a life of industry and uprightness which resulted in material 
success and in winning the esteem of his associates was the late Byron 5S. 
Palmer, formerly of Linn township. Ile was born at New Baltimore, 
Columbia county, New York, February 15, 1852, and he was the son 
of Robert and Mary (Schemmerhorn) Palmer. Robert Palmer was born in 
Albany county, New York, September 27, 1823, and was one of nine chil- 
dren of Joseph S. and Polly (Palmer) Palmer. During his boyhood he went 
with his parents to Columbia county and while living there was married to 
Mary Schemmerhorn, of that county. She belonged to one of the old fain- 
thes of New York, and her grandfather, Judge Schemmerhorn, was one of 
the prominent and highiy esteemed citizens of that state in its early develop- 
ment. Joseph G. Palmer, grandfather of Byron S. Palmer. was born in 
Dutchess county, New York, April 28, 1794. Me was a soldier in the war 
of itz. Ile came to Walworth county, Wisconsin, in 1853 and here speut 
the rest of Ins hfe, dying in January, 1867, at the age of seventy-four years. 
Joseph G.’s father was born in caster Connecticut, November 11, 1708, bunt 
he spent the greater part of his life in Dutchess county, New York, where he 
settled in an early day and there his death occurred in 1799. He married 
Mary Gillette, who was of a Connecticut family. The Palmer family is of 
Enghsh origin and they enugrated to cAmerica soon after the settlement 
began in New [tugland. 
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Robert Palmer, tather of the subject, farmed in the East until in May, 
1853, When he came to Geneva township, Walworth county, Wisconsin, and 
bought a farm on which he spent the rest of his lite, dying May 5. 1&8y4, at 
the age of seventy vears, Ins wife having preceded him to the grave in 188o. 
Vheir tamily consisted of six children, Byron S., of this sketeh, Irank, 
Joseph, .\rthur, Ikugene and Charles. but the only one now living is Arthur, 
ot Geneva township. 

Byron S. Palmer came to this county with Ins parents and here he grew 
to manhood and attended the pubhe schools of Geneva township. When 
twenty vears old he started out fur himself asa farm hand. In 1873 he was 
united in marriage with Climena .\lexander, daughter of Balthaser and 
Juhet (Fuller) Alexander. The father came from Germany to New York 
and lived near Rochester. There he married Juhet Muller, daughter of John 
and Minerva Fuller. These parents caine to Wisconsin about 1845 and lo- 
cated first at New Berlin, near Milwaukee, and about 1850 caine to Walworth 
county, locating in Linn township, about five niles from Geneva, where they 
spent nearly all of their subsequent lives. The father’s last days were spent 
with Mrs. Palmer on their farm west of Zenda where Ins death occurred 
on January 19, 1891. The death of Mrs. .\lexander occurred in 1864. 

In 1876 Mr. Palmer bought a tamn in Geneva township and lived there 
five vears, then sold out and bought a one-hundred-and-eighty-acre farm in 
section 28, Linn township, and made his home there until late in lite, engaging 
successtully in farming, 
considerable interest in the affairs of his community and he served nine years 
as clerk of the school board and was also a member of the board of super- 
VISOrs, 

Four children were born to Mr. and Alrs. Byron S. Palmer, namely: 
Walter A.. part owner of the home farm, married Helen Sheldon, of Lake 
Geneva, and they have two sons, frank and Robert; Clarence died April 22, 
1909, when thirty vears old; Bertram also owns part of the homestead and 


dairying and stock raising. JJe was a man who took 


is operating the same with his brother, Walter .\.: Bessie, who lives with her 
mother in Lake Geneva, was graduated from the State Normal School at 
Whitewater, and has for some time been successtully engaged in teaching: 
recently she has been assisting her uncle. John G. Skeels, in his work as sur- 
veyor and civil engineer in and about Lake Geneva, and she is often seen 
in the field carrying on the work like an old-time surveyor. 

Through hard work and indomitable industry, Byron S. Palmer ac- 
quired a competency and in the summer of 1yoy moved to a beautitul home 
in the city of Lake Geneva, where his death occurred on April 8, rgto. tis 
life was characterized by industry, honesty and integrity. 
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DRa Wek PReROE ER ienOs I. 


If true to his profession and earnest in his efforts to enlarge his sphere 
of usefulness, the man who spends his life in an effort to alleviate human 
suffering in any way is indeed a benefactor of lis kind, for to such men as 
Dr. Walter Robert Host, well known dentist of Lake Geneva, are entrusted 
the comfort and safety and in some cases the lives of those who place them- 
selves under his care and profit by his services. It is gratifying to note in 
the series of personal sketches appearmg in this work that there remain 
identified with the professional, public and civic affairs of Walworth county 
many who are native sons of the county and who are ably maintaining the 
prestige of honored names. Of this number Doctor Host is one ot the 
worthy scions of an old and influential family here, and is regarded as stand- 
ing in the front rank of professional men, having gained wide notoriety in 
his chosen calling while yet young in years, and at the same time established 
a reputation for exemplary character in all the relations of life. 

Doctor Host was born in the town of Lyons, Walworth county, Wis- 
consin, on July 31, 1884. He is the son of Julius S. Host and wife, a com- 
plete sketch of whom will be found in the hfe record of Ernest Host on 
another page of this volume. 

Walter R. Host lived in Ins native village until he was nine years old, 
then moved with the family to Lake Geneva where he lived until he was 
cightecn years of age, having attended the graded schools in the meantime, 
after which he took a position in his brother's meat market for a time. He 
went to Wheaton, Illmois, when he was eighteen and took a preparatory 
course there, completing the course in the academy and later took some col- 
legiate work. He entered Northwestern University in Chicago m_ 1907, 
entering the dental department, where he made an excellent record and from 
whieh he was graduated in the year 1910. Tle had shown such exceptional 
aptitude for this line of work that he was retained a vear at the university 
as instructor, then began practicing his profession, although urged by the 
wuversity authorities to remain with them. He came to Lake Geneva in 
July, rgit, and is building up a large and constantly growing patronage. 
Ile has an exceptionally well equipped office, perhaps the best and most 
thoroughly up-to-date of its kind in Wisconsin outside of Alilwaukee. 
Among lus apphances seldom seen is the Pelton porcelain furnace, heated by 
electricity to twenty-seven hundred degrees Fahrenheit. for making porcelam 
inlays, bridges and crowns, also a Clark improved machine for administering 
nitrous oxide and oxygen. a combination for prolonging the anesthesia. The 
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operating chair is also a model of comfort and inviting appearance, equipped 
with a special seat for little folks and all very admirably adapted to the work. 
It 1s equipped with an adjustable light of great power that can be focused 
directly on the work and various other modern improvements which enable 
the operator to do the highest class work known in dentistry. 

Doctor Tfost has a natural mechanical skill and talent for arUistic carv- 
ing. Hts recent experiments, investigations, studies and experience with the 
best advaneed methods render lim able to properly handle the highest class 
work and of the most diffieult character. [lis patients come from the sur- 
rounding cities in all directions from as tar as Janesville and Edgerton. Tle 
has sueceeded in building up a large practice in Lake Geneva in a short time, 
his work in the university having given him an excellent reputation to start 
with. 

Dr. Host was married on February 15, 1911, to Marie Teresa DeGrasse, 
a native of Detroit, Michigan, and the daughter of a promiment family, 
Joseph A. and Alice J. (Carr) DeGrasse. She ts a lady of talent. culture and 
refinement and has long been a favorite with a wide circle of admiring frends. 
Prior to her marriage she was widely known as a reader for public entertain- 
ments, having toured all over the United States and Canada with the Schubert 
Symphony Club, winning fame as a raconteuse second to none of her epin- 
peers. Her repertoire included, “tf 1] Were King.” “Sermons from Our 
Sccilanaememinie (a lecture recital), “\lacBeith (a leetire recital), “An 
Evening with American Authors,” “One Hundred and lifty Stories for the 
Children’s Story Hour,’ “An Evening of Seoteh, Irish. Negro and Children’s 
Dialects,” selections trom Shakespeare, Browning, Tennyson, Burns, Long- 
fellow, Whittier, Homer, Lowell, Kiley, Iield, Dunbar, Maurice Thompson 
and many others. 

Of her work E. H. Purcell, manager of the Schubert Concert Company, 
had the following to sav, which is certainly criterion enough for her eminent 
satisfaction with that popular and widely known company : 

“Miss Marie Teresa DeGrasse combines a must excellent ability with a 
charming personality. She is a most estimable voung lady, and one of the 
best all-around readers now betere the pubhe. In the many engagements 
she has filled for me. she has never failed to give complete and perfect saus- 
faction. [In the many years of ny managerial expertence it has seldom been 
my privilege to recommend so highly a young aspirant for Lyceum honors. 
She is equally suceessful in ciassic tragedy or minor comedy, and “looks the 


part’ in all she mterprets. — 
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Having had occasion to attend an evening's entertainment given by Miss 
[DeGrasse, Preston W. Search, well known educator, author and lecturer. of 
Des Moines. Iowa, wrote to her as follows: 

“~was very much pleased, indeed, by the fine rendition of beautitul selec- 
tions von gave us at Carbondale. [| particularly admired the high character 
of your program, for it is not everyone who will attempt. or can bring out, 
before a popular audience, the rich fullness of a Browning. Your interpre- 
tation was admirable, your reading very effective. I shall think of your 
iterpretation when | stand once more, this fall, in the Florentine Casa de 
Guido. Permit me, as a stranger in the audience, to express to you my 
personal appreciation of a very delightful evening.” 

Many press notices and testimonials of a like character were received 
by Miss DeGrasse trom all over the country, proving beyond doubt her strong 
elocutionary ability and charming personality—a complete master of the dith- 
cult art of expression. In fact, she was for some time a, teacher of expres- 
sion with the Chicago Kenwood Musical College and the Wheaton Musical 
Institute, the latter at Wheaton, Hhnois. and was exceptionally successful 
in traming her pupils in voice building, enunciation, expressive analysis, 
repertoire, deep breathing, muscle building, story telling, literary analysis, 
Ienelish, gvinnastic daneimg and rhythm, relaxing and statue posing. 

To the Doctor and wife a winsome and attractive daughter has been 
born, Flelene Marie Host, whose childish prattle adds sunshine to their 
pleasant home. 

Doctor Host and wife are worthy members of the Catholic church and 
faithful in their support of the same. He also belongs to the Nnights of 
Columbus, and is at this writing engaged in organizing a local lodge of this 
order. [le is a young man of pleasing personality, affable, obliging, energetic 
and enthustastic for his work, and he and his estimable wife have won a host 
of friends since taking up their residence in Lake Geneva. 


EC BENEZER AV ipa 


Among the ettizens of Walworth county to whom is vouchsafed an 
honored place in local history is the late Ebenezer Davidson, of Lake Geneva. 
who, through an extended period, was prominently connected with the agri- 
cultural interests of this locality, and who is deserving of special mention in 
a work of the nature of the one im hand, for those who have fonght and 
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suffered tor the state and navion in which their lot is cast are certainly worthy 
of having their names perpetuated, and their posterity will turn with just 
pride to these records of the founders and preservers of a prosperous, united 
nation. 

Ebenezer Davidson was born at New Harttord, New York, on Septem- 
ber 13. 1846. He was a son of Rev. Hugh and Jane (Hanilton) Davidson. 
the tather born on Alay 8 1803, and he was the son of Joseph and Isabel 
(Crawtord) Davidson. Joseph Davidson was the son of Hlugh and Marvy 
(Connell) Davidson. Isabel Crawford was the daughter of Wilhant Craw- 
ford. The parents of the subject of this sketch were both born and reared 
in Glasgow, Scotland, where their ancestors for generations had lived. They 
came to America in 180 and lived at New Hartford. New York, later mov- 
ing to Utica, thence to Brainard Bridge, about twelve miles from .\lbanv. 
The father was the superintendent of a cotton and woolen factory at Utica 
and also at Brainard. In 1849 Ilugh Davidson and James M. Davidson, his 
son, by lis first wite. [hizabeth McNaughton, came west and the tather pur- 
chased a tarm m Geneva township, Walworth county, Wisconsin, north of 
Como, which farm has been i possession of the family ever since, now 
owned by Ebenezer Davidson. The tannly came here in r850—thus the sub- 
ject saw the development of the county through a period of sixty-two years. 
in which he took much interest. Hugh Davidson lived on his farm here unul 
his death. He was a local minister in the Methodist church and did a great 
deal of good among the pioneers. Tle was aman otf many fine traits, serupu- 
lously honest, charitable, always ready to help someone in need, and he had 
a lively and cheerful disposition. His death occurred on July 26, 1895. 

Ebenezer Davidson hved on his father’s farm until he went into the 
Union army on January 12, 1864, enlisting in Company Fy Fourth Wisconsin 
Volunteer Cavalry. He proved to be a most faithful and efficient soldier 
and he was in the service until he was honorably discharged on Alareh 27, 
1866. He was at the capture of Mobile and Spanish Fort, then accompanied 
the army through .\labama and Georgia, to Macon, then back to Shreveport 
in July, 1865, thence into Texas and put in the winter along the Rio Grande, 
watching Mexico and AMlasxinniian. 

After his career as a soldier, Mr. Davidson returned home and = tarmed 
the homestead. When the family first located here there was ten acres of 
unimproved land. This was increased to two hundred acres, nearly all under 
cultivation and an excellent state of improvement. The land ts productive, 
and he was very successful as a general farmer and stock ratser. There 
were no railroads here when the Davidsons located in the county, and, in 
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fact, there were few good dirt roads; they could drive uninterruptedly across 
the country to Elkhorn. The father of the subject frequently hauled his 
products to Milwaukee or Racine with oxen, the trips each requiring tour 
or five days, often selling his pork for two dollars per one hundred pounds. 

In 1874 Ebenezer Davidson went to Eureka, Nevada, and engaged with 
the mine operators as receiver and time-keeper for the Eureka Consolidated 
Mining Company. While there he served in the Nevada state militia and 
was paymaster of the Second Brigade under General Sabin, and later under 
General Conklin. 

Mr. Davidson returned to Walworth county in 1885 and resumed farm- 
ing, which he continued with his usual success until 1895. His father hav- 
ing died in July of that year, the son left the farm in August following and 
located in Lake Geneva where he had a pleasant home and where he resided, 
until his death, March 18, 1912. He had been a member of the firm ot Bur- 
ton, Denison & Davidson since the fall of 1903. They have built up a large 
and growing business as wholesale dealers in flour, feed and grain. 

Mr. Davidson was married on September 23, 1809, to Ellen A. Stevens, 
of Toledo, Ohio. She is the daughter of James and Betsy (Scott) Stevens, 
and she was born in Geneva township, this county, in 1849. When she was 
three years old her parents moved to Toledo, Ohio, where they had previously 
resided. They were natives of Herkimer county, New York, the father of 
German and the mother of Seoteh ancestry. Mr. and @Alrs. Stevens )spent 
the rest of their lives in Toledo, 

Two daughters have been born to My. and Mrs. Davidson, Florence, 
who married D. I]. Cramer, who lives at Globe. Arizona, where he is con- 
nected with a mining company. They have one son, Harold Davidson 
Cramer. Mabel died in infaney. 

Isbenezer Davidson was always an ardent Republican. While mm the 
army in 1864 he was only eighteen years old, yet he voted for Lincoln, as 
did most of the soldiers, whether of age or not. Tle belonged to the Grand 
Ariny of the Republic, and fraternally was a member of the fndependent 
Order of Odd I ellows, also the Masome order, having attained the thirty- 
second degree. and he belonged to the Ninghts Templar. lle was many 
times commander of the local post of the Grand Army of the Republic and 
the post in Nevada, and he has been a frequent delegate to the national en- 
cauipments. .\t the time of lis death he was commander of the post at 
Lake Geneva. 

Mr. Davidson was mayor of Lake Geneva tor a period of six vears, 
durmg which time he did much tor the permanent good of the city. He 
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was president of the Walworth County \gricultural Society in 1893 and again 
In 1911, fillmg this important post in a manner that brought forth the praises 
of all concerned. He was also alderman here for several terms, and he has 
held a number of the township offices. Ile was well known and highly 
esteemed, frank and straightforward in his relations with the world, a man in 
whom the people had every confidence 





a worthy son of a worthy sire, trom 
whom he seemed to have inherited many praiseworthy qualities. 

Joseph Davidson, grandfather of the subject, came to .America in 1847, 
joining other members of the fanuly at New Harttord, New York, and he 
came west with his son, the Rev. Hugh Davidson, and lived on the tarm here 
until his death, in 1861, at the advanced age of eighty-nine years. \When 
Hugh Davidson came here he started a Sunday school in North Geneva 
which he kept going during the rest of his hte. Ife had been reared a 
Presbyterian, but there were none of this denomination here so he joined the 
Methodist church and became a local minister m the same. He was born 
in 1803 and his death occurred at the age of ninety-three years; his wife, 
who was born in 1807, lived to be ninety vears old. They were a grand old 
couple, and were highly esteemed by all who knew them. 


PIG ea R ibe... 


The Rittman family has long been one of the lighly respected and sue- 
cessful representatives of the farming element in this section of Wisconsin, 
one of the worthy representatives of the present generation being [fugene 
Kittman, of the vicinity of Springheld, Walworth county. 

Myr. Rittman was born at Mumster, Kenosha county, this state, Novem- 
ber 25, 1861, and is the son of Frank Rittman and wife. Fle grew up on the 
home farm and was educated in the public schools. Tle remained under Ins 
parental roof-tree until his marnage on January 20, 1891, to Kegen Tloman, 
daughter of Bartholomew Tloman, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere im 
this work. Since his marriage he has lived on the home farm near the village 
ot Springfield, where he owns one hundred and seventeen acres of excellent 
land, which he has kept well improved and well cultivated. [le and his 
family are members of the Catholic church. fle and his wife have five chil- 
dren, namely: Frank, born December 3, 1891; Margareth, born June 4, 1893; 
Eugene, born May 18 18g6; John, born December 13, 18gg, and Mary, born 
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Frank Rittman. mentioned above, was born in Westphalia, Germany, 
March 17. 1830. Ite was the son of William Rittman and wife. His mother 
died when he was a child, in the old country. leaving four children, Frank. 
Henry, Gertrude and Elizabeth, he father remarried. \V items rani ae 
sixteen vears old the family emigrated to America, locating first in Burlng- 
ton, Racine county, Wisconsin, buying a farm there. but later moved into the 
city of Burlington. 

In 1855 Frank Rittman married Josephine Wehmbhoff, daughter of 
Henry and Gertrude Wehmbhoff. She was born in the city of Dorsten, in 
Westphalia, and in 1845 came to America with her parents. They located 
in Wheatland township, Kenosha county, where they Hved until her marriage. 
sefore lis marriage Frank Rittman owned a farm in Kenosha county and 
there he and his wife lived until 1880 when they sold the farm there and 
hought one hundred and sixty acres in section 5, in the northwestern part 
of Lyons township. He afterwards bought forty acres more, making two 
hundred acres 1n all. About 18&y he also bought another farm at the eastern 
edge of Springfield, one hundred and seventeen acres. 

Nine children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Fred Rittman. namely: 
Eugenia married Ferdinand Blanke and lived between Lyons and Springfield 
until her death, on February 24. 1910. leaving seven children: Wilhtam died 
when two months old: George died in intaney; Eugene married Regina 
Hlomann and they live on the farm adjoining Springfield, and they have five 
children; Josephine 1s at home with her mother; Frank died in infaneyv; Emil 
lives on the home farm with her mother and Josephine and his brother Frank; 
the latter is unmarried and was next in order of birth; Ida died in infaney. 

Frank Rittman, father of the above named children, died in November, 
109. tle was a member of the Catholic chureh and all the family adhere 
to this faith. 


ROGERK T CiaVvRheCO EG 


The hfe of the late Robert Clark Cob was so replete with honor and 
duty well performed that it might well be held up as a model to the youth 
standing at the parting of the ways. whose destinies are matters for future 
years to determine. Ife was of a sterling New [¢ngland ancestry and manv 
of their noble traits seemed to outerop in him, rendering him a man of cour- 
age, stability of character and pubhe spirit, whom to know was to honor and 
ESECUll1. 
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Mr. Clark was born in Pawlet, Rutland county, Vermont, May 3, 1825. 
He was the son of Joshua and Betsey (Clark) Cobb. The immediate sub- 
ject of this biographical memoir lived in Vermont until he was twenty \ears 
old, and there received his educational training, and he was employed by lis 
father in his woolen factory and later clerked in a store; his mother died in 
Pawlet. About 1845 Robert C. Cobb came west and located in the village 
of Lake Geneva and was for a time clerk in the hotel here. On April 13, 
1847, he was united in marriage with Sallie Ilulett, of Pawlet. Vermont. 
She was the daughter of Daniel and Betsey (Woodworth) Hulett. He re- 
turned to New England for lis bride, then came back to Walworth county 
and engaged in farming in Bloomfeld township, on what is now known as 
the Hinspeter farm in the west side of Bloomfield township. He entered part 
of this land from the government, and bought part from his brother-in-law, 
Abraham Edgerton. He made his home there until about 1868, when he 
sold out and moved to the city of Lake Geneva, buying a block of ground 
west of Madison and north of Dodge street. Here he built a commodious 
and attractive residence for those days and sold the rest of the ground in 
city lots. He purchased the rest of the farm at the northwest part of the 
village of Lake Geneva, about 1870, and lived there, engaged in farming. 
He had seventy acres or more west of the Northwestern depot, and also an- 
other farm about half a nule farther northwest, the two farms adjoining, 
two hundred and twenty-five acres southeast of the Edkhorn road, extending 
from North street to Duck creek. He sold this Jand about 1886 to John 
Burton, and a few vears later most of it was laid out into city Jots and is now 
nearly all covered by the residences of the city, being known as Columbia 
addition. Mr. Cobb then bought land on the south side of Geneva strect, 
running one-half block west from Madison street and built a home there in 
which he spent the rest of his life. Tlis family consisted of two. clil- 
dren, Ellen Maria and Harry Filbert. The former married John Melvin 
Wilson, May 7, 1872, he being in the lumber business at last Saginaw, 
Michigan, at that time. Mr. Wilson was born in Alden, New York. One 
daughter was born to himself and wite, Ilorence Cobb Wilson, who ts now 
living in Lake Geneva with her mother, Mr. Wilsom having died on .\ugust 
21, 1y07, at Cincinnati, Ohio. After his death Alrs. Wilson returned to Lake 
Geneva and now lives at the home lett by her father. 

Harry Elbert Cobb, mentioned above, is engaged in the hardware busi- 
ness in [ake Geneva, having succeeded T. C. Sniuth, bis former employer. 
He married Svilvia (Bowen) Smith, daughter of Timothy C. Sniuth and wife. 
Toriatny . Cobb and wife vo children have been born, Kobert Clark and 
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Elbert Smith. Myr. Cobb has been in the hardware business since 1892 and 
his store is well patronized. He is active in the Republican party, and, fra- 
ternally, is a member of the Masonic order, blue lodge and chapter. 

The death ot Robert C. Cobb, subject of this sketch, occurred on Aug- 
ust 14, 1900, and his wiie followed him to the grave on June 28, 1906. 
They were excellent people and enjoyed a wide circle of friends here. 


CCE NIM Ses) dale (Ola sl 


Those who belong to the respectable middle classes of society, being 
early taught the necessity of relying upon their own exertions, will be more 
apt to aequire that information and those business habits which alone ean fit 
them for the discharge of life’s duties, and, indeed, it has long been a notice- 
able fact that our great men in nearly all walks of life, statesmanship, busi- 
ness, art, literature, military and many other phases of our complex eiviliza- 
tion in .\merica, spring from the virile middle classes. This is not to be 
wondered at when we study the subject in its true light, for they have the best, 
purest blood, their ancestors having led more wholesome lives and been higher 
minded and more self-reliant, more willing to undergo such hardships as are 
always necessary to reach the coveted goal. One of this worthy class is the 
subject of this sketch. 

Mr. North was born on December 12, 1864, at Genoa Junction, Wis- 
consin. tle is the son of frederick and Julia (Nilhecut) North, the father a 
native of England and the mother of New York state. The tather was about 
ten vears old when he emigrated to the United States, and he grew to man- 
heod in New York and received his edueation im the common schools there, 
and there he was married. Ete moved to Black [arth, Wiseonsin, in an early 
day, and about 1858 came to Genoa Junetion, buying a farm there which he 
operated sueeessfully for about fifteen years, then moved to Geneva town- 
ship, this county, and continued farming. .\ few vears later, he retired from 
active work and moved to lélk City, having accuffiulated a competency by a 
life of general farming, and he spent the rest of lus days in Ielk City. 

Nine children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Irederiek North, two of whom 
diced in infaney, nately; Belen: Sarah 1s deceasccsealonn ica Cann 
deceased; Charles, Bertha. 

Charles [f. North grew to manhood on the home tarm and there he as- 
sisted with the general work whem of proper age. Ile received his educa- 
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tion in the common schools of his home community. Tle has devoted his 
life principally to agricultural pursuits, and is now the owner of a choice farm 
of one hundred and seventeen acres in Darien township, two and one-half 
miles west of the town of Darien. Je engaged in farming there about six 
vears, finally selling out and buving a home in Delavan at No. 114 North 
Seventh street. I]e now lives in Janesville, Wisconsin. [le has a pleasant 
home and has laid by a competency for his old age through his early industry 
and good management. 

Mr. North was married to Laura N. Foster, on December 25, 1886, 
She is the daughter of Alro M. and Alinerva (AMainard) Foster, both natives 
of the state of New York where they spent the carher vears of their lives. 
They became the parents of seven children, two of whom are now deceased, 
namely: Airs. Lidia Davis, Edward, Madison, Mrs. Lilly Huey, Laura... 
wife of the subject. Air. Foster's hfe work has been that of a carpenter and 
millwright. To Mr. and Mrs. North three children have been born, namely: 
Mrs. Ida Rutledge. born January 11, 1888; LeRoy. born January 16, 1800: 
Freddie, born September 17, 1900, died in infaney. 

Mr. North was reared in the Baptist faith, frem which he has not de- 
parted. Politically, he is a Republican, and he is a inember of the Loyal 
Americans. 


WILE IC. MAIN. 


After many years of consistent and unremitting endeavor William C. 
Kinyon is now living in the town of Sharon, taking life easier than formerly, 
for there was a time when he worked as hard in the fields in both crop 
season and out as any man in Walworth county. for he believed that “‘in the 
sweat of a man’s face he should eat bread” and he was tramed to do hus 
full share of the world’s work by his worthy father, one of the sterling pto- 
neers who came out of the East to assist in bringing about the transformation 
of the West in the early davs. and it is to such strong characters as he that 
we of today of this fair Middle West owe so much. 

William) C. Kinven was born in Boone county, Hlimois, on April 20, 
1855. He is the son of Joseph Tracey Ninyen and Lueinda (Winey) 
Kinvyon, both born in the state of New York, in which they spent their child- 
hood vears. It was in t&44 that the father of the subject came to UHlmots, 
locating on the Wisconsin state line. Ile engaged in farming all his hte 
until one vear of his death. He was successful in establishing a good home 
in the new country. Ile finally came to Sharon, Walworth county, 
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William C. Kinyon, ot this sketch, was reared and educated in Boone 
county, Illinois, and early in life he took up farming for a livelihood and 
continued the same successfully. He owns a most excellent farm in section 
31, Sharon township, which he placed under good improvements and kept 
well tilled. In 1900 he moved to the village of Sharon. Hus farm of two 
hundred acres lies in the southwest corner of Sharon township. He merely 
looks after it ina general way, keeping it rented. 

Fraternally, Myr. Ninyon is a Mason. Iie was married to Katherine 
Piper, daughter of George Piper. of Sharon township, a retired farmer. 
The subject’s wife died in 1902, without issue. 

Mr. Kinyon is now and has been for the past seven years treasurer of 
the Sharon Township Insurance Company. : 


JOHN H. HOFFMAN. 


A representative of one of the sterling old families of Bloomfield town- 
ship, Walworth county, is John H. Hoffman, a man who has not permitted 
the wanderlust spirit to lure him away from his nature-favored home country, 
like so many of lus contemporaries have done, and he has theretore won 
success in his chosen life work and has been of much benefit to the people of 
this vicinity by lus judicious course and his public spirit. 

Mr. Hoffman was born in this township, November 14, 1854, and is the 
son of Michael and Minmie (Kimball) Hoffman. The father was born in 
Germany, near the city of Berlin, in 5817, and when fourteen years old he 
ran away from home and came to New York city, arriving there with only 
twenty-five cents in his pocket. Ite walked out into the country on Long 
Island and at eleven o'clock at mght climbed ito a farmer's wagon to ride. 
The farmer employed lim, and he stayed in the state of New York eight 
vears, then came to Burlington, Wisconsin, and began working on the farm 
of Captain Booker. with whom he remained eight years, then came to Blooim- 
field township, Walworth county, and married, continuing to reside here until 
his death, in 1899. Tis wife, known in her maidenhood as Minnie Elizabeth 
Kimball, was the daughter of .\ugust Daniel and Margaret llizabeth (Jung) 
Kimball. The father was born on July 4, 1801, in Saxony, Germany, and the 
mother was the daughter of John .\dam Jung. August D. Kimball was a 
blacksmith in Germany. Ie enigrated to America in 1847 with his wife and 
nine children, the trip requirme seven weeks. They settled in Bloomfield 
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township, Walworth county. Wisconsin, and there has been the home of the 
Kimballs ever since. 

Ten children were born to Michael Hoffman and wife, all of whom grew 
to maturity, but only six of them are now living. ‘They were named: Carrie, 
wife of Herman Bunth, lives at Waverly, lowa: [mily, who married Lathrop 
A. Udell, lived at Wilmot, Wisconsin, until her death; (rank lived in 
Bloomfield township all his hfe and remained unmarried, dying when about 
thirty years old; Ida, who married Peter Balass, lived in Bloomfield township 
until her death: John I]., of this sketeh: Jennie is the wife of Edwin Bailey 
and they hve in Minnesota; Richard lives in the eastern part of Bloombield 
township. where he owns two hundred and forty acres; he has been town- 
ship treasurer for five years and he is a member of the board of supervisors ; 
he makes a specialty of raising draft horses, fine Hereford cattle and Shrop- 
shire sheep; he marred [lla Gifford and they have four children, Doris, 
Kenneth, Lucile and Gladys: Lewis Hoffman lives in Michigan; Martha mar- 
ried Patrick MeCabe and they live in Oho: Stella is the wife of Larry Ma- 
theson and they live at Glen Ellen, near Chicago. 

Michael Hoffman, father of the above named children, died in) Febru- 
ary, 1901, and his widow survived until March 24, 1gog. 

John H. Hoffman grew up on the home tarm in bloombheld township, 
and he spent about a year near Roektord, but with the exception of that he 
has lived here all his hfe. Ele worked out by the month until he was twenty- 
eight vears old, then marricd and bought a farm. [It was in 1882 that he was 
jomed in wedlock with .\dell Maynard, daughter of Norman and Mary 
(New) Maynard. She was born in Bloomfeld township, this county. Ter 
mother was from Cornwall, Addison county, Vermont, and her father was 
from New York state. having been born at Hampton, Washington county. 
These parents were marricd in the East. and they came to Bloombheld town- 
ship. this county, in the fall of t850, locating in the west part of the town- 
ship. Tive vears later they bought a farm in Linn township, and abort three 
vears after that her father died, after whieh event the mother and children 
moved to Lake Geneva, in 1839. 

A year or two before Ins marriage. My. Tloffiman bought a farm of one 
hundred acres near Bloomfield Center and there he has sinee made his home, 
having developed an excellent: farm, making numerous provements. — Por 
some time he raised good horses and made money att. but later turned his 
attention to dairying, hog raising and general Garming, and he has been very 
successful as a stock man as well as general agricolturist. 

Pour children have been born to the subject and wite, Leroy, Clarence, 
Howard and Wilford. 

(41) 
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Mr. Hoffinan has been a member of the township board for fourteen 
years, and was chairman of the same for three years. He has been a member 
of the school board nearly ever sinee his marriage and was clerk of the board 


Inany vears. He is active in public affairs and stands high in his community. 


E21 a Od pe 1 BE 


The lite sketch of the late and well remembered Ezra Gifford is closely 
identifed with the history of Walworth county, for here he spent the major 
part of his useful, industrious and honorable life, beginning his career in the 
pioneer epoch of the county, and throughout the years which later came and 
went until he was summoned to his reward he was closely allied with its 
interests and upbuilding. His life, bemg one of unfailing activity, was 
crowned by success, and at the same time he won and retained the confidence 
and good will of all who knew him by his clean hfe and fair dealings with 
his fellow men i all his relations with the world. 

Mr. Gifford was horn in Albany, New York ijl 30, 1943) ieee 
the son of Constant and Letitia (Mfvore) Gifford, the father a native of 
Albany, New York, and the mother was born in Canada, probably Montreal. 

The subject came with his parents in 1847 to Wisconsin, the family 
setthng in Bloomfield township, Walworth county, and here he grew to man- 
hood and reeeived such education as he could in the early schools of the com- 
munity. When the Civil war caine on he proved his loyalty to his country 
by enlisting in Company K, One Hundred and lifty-third Whnois Volunteer 
Infantry, and he served faithfully for the Union. On January 1, 1867, he 
was united in marriage with Manette Chapin, daughter of John Chapin and 
wile, a sketeh of whom appears elsewhere in this work. After their marriage 
they moved to Jessup, Blackhawk county, Iowa, and lived there about two 
vears, later returning to this county and established their home near Delavan, 
Moving to Boone county, Lowa, six or seven years later, and they lived there 
several years, later spending about two vears near Ackley, lowa. They then 
came to the center of Bloomfeld townslip, Walworth county, and went on a 
farm that had been owned by Mrs. Gifford’s brother, W. 1D. Chapin, and here 
they resided for about twenty years, carrying on general farming successfully. 

Seven children were born to Ezra Gifford and wite, namely: May mar- 
ried J. W. Conn and lives at Camas, Washington: Ella married RK. R. Iloft- 
man and lives in Bloomfield township, this county: Lalltan married Lewis .\. 
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Kamball, also of Bloomfield township: Charlie C., who lives on a farm in 
Bloomheld township, married Della Rowe. daughter of sa Rowe: Cora 
married I. M. Higgins, and they live in Lake Geneva: George M., who lives 
on the home farm in Bloomtfeld township, married Mattie Gleason, daughter 
of Fred Gleason; Jennie is the wite of Hervey Rowe and they live in larvard, 
Tinois. 

Iezra Gifford spent most of the last twenty vears of his life in Bloom- 
held township on the Chapin farm near Bloomfeld Center and Jed an active 
life, retiring from tarming in the spring of 1go5 and bought a home in Lake 
Geneva. During the following tall and winter he and Mrs. Gifford traveled 
extensively in the West, visiting Nansas, Idaho, Oregon and Washington, 
inaking a tour of the Yellowstone Park and visiting the Portland Jexposition, 
returning home in April, 1905. Tle was making extensive plans tor improv- 
ing his farm and city property when he was seized with his final illness, and 
his death occurred on May 21. 1906. He was universally loved and_ re- 
spected. While positive in his opinions, he always had consideration for the 
feelings of others and never injured anyone. He was modest and retiring 
in disposition, but always active tor the betterment of the community in 
which he lived. Wis integrity was bevond question. Tle was a loving hus- 
band and kind father, well worthy the respect which he enjoved from all who 
knew hin. He was a member of the Masons, and until late in lite belonged 
to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Fle had also been a member ot 
the Grand Army of the Republic while living in Towa. Tle was miuch at- 
tached to his home and family, and was a good and useful man. 


BARTHOLG@RMEW JIGALAN. 


To a great extent the prosperity of the agricultural sections of our great 
country 1s due to the honest industry, the sturdy perseverance and the wise 
economy which so prominently characterizes the foreign element that has 
entered largely into our population, By comparison with their old country 
surroundings, these people have readily recognized the tact that in .\mericit 
lie the greatest opportunities for the man of ambition and energy. And 
because of this many have broken the ties of home and native land and have 
entered earnestly upon the task of gaiming in the new world a name anid 
competence. Among this class inay be mentioned Bartholomew Loman, who, 
by reason of indefatigable labor and honest effort, has uot only acquired a 
well merited material prosperity, but also richly earned the Iighest esteem 


of all with whom he has been associated. 
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Mr. Homan was born in Leimich, Hinteld, Hessen-Cassel, Germany, on 
August 24, 1821, and he is the son of Joseph and Katherina (Flori) Homan. 
Fle was reared in his native country, living on the farms of his community, 
in the labor of which he was employed during his youth. His tather died 
When Bartholomew was seven vears old, and he began to do for himself at 
an early age. Flaving heard much of the wonderful possibilities in the 
republic across the sea, he emigrated to America in 1847, locating first in the 
state of New York. In 1849 he removed to Wisconsin, landing at Milwau- 
kee. Later he caine to Lyons township, Walworth county, and here sought 
employment, finally securing work on the large fann of John Spoor, an early 
settler living east of the village of Lyons. Later he rented a farm, in the 
operation of which he prospered, so that in the early fifties he was en- 
abled to buy a tract of forty acres, around what is now known as Indian 
Knob, between Lyons and lake Geneva. Not long afterwards he bought 
a farm of eighty acres in the center of the south edge of Lyons township. 
His industry and good management was rewarded and from time to time he 
added to his original eighty acres to the extent of one hundred and sixty-two 
acres, Making a total of two hundred and forty-two acres in one tract, and 
this has been Ins fannly home ever since. The place is well improved in 
every respect, being one of the most fertile and productive farms in Lyons 
township, its present condition being due to the intelligent and wisely directed 
efforts of Mr. Eloman, who, during his active years, gave practical direction 
to the operation of the farmstead im all its departments. 

Coming here in 1849, he has been a witness of the development of this 
locality. front a wild and virgin tract to one of the best agricultural sections 
of Wisconsin, in the transformation of which he himseli bore a definite part. 
lle has always had a deep interest in the upbuilding and development of the 
entire community and has not withheld lis support from any worthy move- 
ment for the pubhe welfare. Thus he has gained a high position in the 
esteem of Ins neighbors and fellow citizens who appreciate his worth as a 
Mian, 

While living in New York state, Alr. Hloman was united in marriage 
with Otuha Vogel, who also was a native of Ilessen-Cassel, Germany, near 
My. Thomas old home, and who came to .\merica in the same company of 
emigrants as he. “Vo this union were born seven children, as follows: Caro- 
line died in her second year; Natie is the wife of Oscar Kress and lives at 
st. Joseph, Tennessee: Joseph. who was born on February 14, 1852, is en- 
gaged in farming with lus brother John; Mary, who died in 1902, was the 
wife of Joseph Merten and left six children, Ottiha, Julia, Edgar, Joseph. 
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Theresa and Frederick. Theresa is at home with her father: Margaret lives 
with her brothers, Joseph and John: Regene is the wife of Eugene Rittman, 
a farmer on the east side of Springtield, and they have tive children, Frank. 
Margaret, Ieugene, John and Mary. John, who was born September 12, 
1866, 1s farming with his brother Joseph, as told above. 

Joseph and John Floman remained on the paternal farmstead until 1897, 
when they formed a partnership and bought five hundred acres of choice land 
two miles east of Lake Geneva. Thev at once established their home there 
and apphed themselves to the cultivation of this fine tract of land, in the 
operation of which they have met with well deserved success. In the spring 
of 1911 they purchased an additional forty acres, making their total hold- 
ings five hundred and forty-four and one-half acres, comprising one of the 
most valuable bodies of agricultural land in Walworth county. They are 
numbered among the practical and progressive tarmers of their community 
and have earned the Ingh regard in whieh they are held. .\s before stated. 
their sister Margaret hves with them and presides over their home. 

The mother of these children passed away in 1906. She was a woman 
of many commendable qualities and was beloved by all who knew her. 

Bartholomew {loman and all members of his family are stanch adherents 
ot the Catholic church and in their lives they strive to carry out the benefi- 
cent teachings of the mother church. 


JOR wae riSON. 


John Matheson was born in the town of Lalayette, Wabhworth county, 
Wisconsin, on the 17th day of September, 1844, and ched at [lkhorn, in 
Walworth county, on the 17th day of November, 180, his death being due 
to a complication of diseases. At intervals after the Civil war he had ehronie 
diarrhoea. In the winter of 188 and 1&8go0 he was exhausted physically and 
mentally, due tu vears of hard labor and the carrying ot heavy and vanied 
responsibilities. Ile contracted a cold as a result of exposure, which settled 
into pulmonary trouble of a permanent torm. Tle grew constantly worse, 
and all efforts to restore him to health were unavailing. Ele lett a widow. 
Mary -\.. who died at Elkhorn, June 26, 1907: a son, \lexander [e.. and a 
daughter, Lula MM. Both son and daughter are now living, the tormer im 
Janesville, Wiseonsin, and the fatter at the old hoime in Elkhorn. 
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Mr. Matheson was of Scotch ancestry and was most proud of the tact. 
He had many traits of character which suggested that ancestry. [is father 
and mother were both born in the Highlands of Scotland. They came to 
this country in early days and settled in the town of LaFayette, where they 
reared their family and hewed out life's suceess, a portion of the time in the 
midst of the trying conditions of pioneer days. He responded to President 
Lincoln's call for volunteers and went to the front in 1862, enlisting August 
21st. He was a member of Company |, Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry. Ele served during the war and was mustered out August 23, 1805. 
He engaged in business at Vernon and Eagle in Waukesha county, \Wiscon- 
sin, and at Mayhew, East Troy and Elkhorn, in Walworth county. He was a 
man of large executive capacity, and was successful in business. At the time 
of his death he had his business well organized and was preparing to take 
more tine for rest and travel. He appeared to realize that his many duties 
were exhausting his strength and that he must find a way to get relief from 
his numerous activities. Ever since the war he had worked so hard and had 
given his time so unstintingly to the imterests of society that he early ex- 
hausted the strength which, if it had been conserved, would doubtless have 
carried him to a ripe old age. 

Mr. Mathesun was busy in many departments of life. Ile took a con- 
stant and active interest in public affairs, in the Grand Army of the Republic, 
in Masonry, in the ehureh—in short, his generous disposition and his capacity 
to accomplish results led him to have a part in most all of the activities that 
related to the welfare of his fellowmen. He was a member of the connty 
board of Walworth county a number of vears, a portion of the time as chair- 
nan of the town of Troy, and later as a representative of the board from 
the village of Ielkhorn. Ile was prominent m the councils ot the Grand 
Army of the Repubhe and held many positions of trust and responsilihty in 
the Masonic tratermty. His striking characteristies were Ins great industry: 
his executive and business ability; his warm-hearted generosity; lis sincerity 
and frankness, with a hatred of insincerity, pretense, and shams; his gemial, 
joyous disposition and democratic spirit, which made hin hosts of friends; 
his wide iiterest in the affairs of ite; and his rugged integrity and truthtul- 
ness. Withal, he possessed great will power. So strong was it that no task 
seemed too much for him. Tle was not easily daunted with ditficulties. Ile 
had a rare faculty of pursuing the even tenor of lis way with outward calm 
when confronted with difficulties that seemed mgh insuperable. Ile was 
possessed of a temper that was by nature easily aroused, but his mature 
strength and the discipline of lite gave tou lim an almost perfect control over 
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it. Another trait which was striking, and mention of which must not be 
onutted, was his loyalty to lus friends and his disposition to (rust a friend to 
the utmost until his confidence in the friend was betrayed. 

The writer of this memorial sketch feels not only a sense of thal duty, 
but has great pleasure in taking from the golden casket of memory a few 
treasures. He presents duis memorial ina spirit of gratitude and affection, 
that we may set down these facts relative to lis father. He recalls with satis- 
faction and thankfulness the trust reposed in him in his boyhood, youth and 
early manhood, and bears witness that his father always treated lim with 
the utmost generosity, favored him with all the responsibility he was capable 
of bearing, and ever extended to him the fullest measure of conhdence. ‘To 
the writer lis tather gave the largest freedom and placed very little restric- 
tion upon his movements, requiring only that he should be truthful, clean 
and manly. 

The writer ventures to mention a few meiments bearing upon his rela- 
tions with his father, and they are cited for the purpose of giving a clearer 
Imsight mio the fathers character. In 1876, while the father and mother 
were attending the Centenmal Exposition at Philadelphia, the bey, with too 
many fire crackers, was the cause of the destruction by fire of a barn and its 
contents. The boy did not know just what would be the attitude of the 
father upon the latter's return. When he did return, instead of complaint or 
accusation, he simply said. “Well, ny boy, you had bad luck. You must be 
more careful next time.” Such treatment made a profound inpression on 
the boy and left effects that will never be erased: whereas a word of com- 
plaint or some form of pumishinent soon would have been forgotten. 

- Again, when the young man was at college, m the carly part of his 
course, he wished to accept the invitation to joa fraternity. The father 
objected, or at least professed to object. In this the son acquiesced, and 
abandoned his cherished hope of joing the fraternity of his choiec. .\fter 
a few weeks the father wrote that he had changed his mind, having made some 
investigations, and was perfectly willing that the son should join. Later in 
the college course the son made up his unnd to take the important step of 
joining the chureh. The father objected, or here aga professed to object, 
claiming that the son was not sufficiently matured in his thought and judg- 
Rient to do such a vital thing. Vhe son wrote to Is father moa spirit of 
deference that, while he was sorry to disagree with him, he had made up his 
mind to take the step. and was bound to do it. In both mstances the father 
was testing the son. fn the first there was no question of principle mvols ed ; 
it simply related to the pleasure and convemence of belonging to a society of 
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young men. In the latter, in the mind of the young man, at least, there was 
a question of principle which involved the most significant things im hfe and 
character. In the one case he willingly conceded to his father's wishes and 
in the other he insisted on the right to follow his own judgment and con- 
science: and in both cases, in the hght of subsequent knowledge. he 1s cheered 
with the assurance that the father was pleased with the outcome. 

There have been many regrets in the intervening twenty-one years since 
November 17, 18yo. Many mistakes would have been avoided 1f the father's 
experience and counsel had been available. The writer cannot but think how 
many joyous days he would have had in lis father’s company and how they 
together might have visited foreign lands, particularly the land of Ins High- 
land forebears. But these things were not to be and were otherwise ordained 
by the all-wise Providence, whose judgments are altogether just and right. 
There remain precious recollections and the consciousness of a compamonshiup 
that mere bodily absence does not destroy. \We can recall the confidences and 
experiences of the past; we can reflect upon the characteristics of those who 
have passed bevond, and enjoy the blessed communions and sacred memories. 

During the last days of his life the father talked much of his parents 
and the humble home on the farm in LaFavette. Thus he had hallowed re- 
membrances Of by-gone days. Likewise do we now recall the events and 
experiences of the past in a spirit of joy and thanksgiving. .\nd so one 
generation is united with the other, and the fathers and mothers pass along 
to the comme generations those memories and experiences out of which are 
sublunated our Christian civilization, 


HIGN RY AV TIE Nhe ey eee 


Tt is the custom with inany fariners, even in this day of known advantage 
of putting all corn and hav raised on a farm into stoek, to sell the grain which 
they raise and only deal to a tinted extent i live stock. “Time has shown that 
this course is unwise, and those farmers who still stick to that obsolete custom 
are the losers. It as found that the best results are Obtained from making the 
sale of live stock the first consideration, and it is not necessary to point out that 
most of the successful farmers have adopted long ago this practice. Aside 
from the improvement of the farm and perhaps the dealings in farms, it is 
probably the fact that the great majority of the wealthiest farmers have 
Obtained all nor nearly all their wealth from dealing in live stock. One of the 
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leading stock men of Walworth county is Henry William vers, whose fine 
cattle have carried his name to remote sections of the country, and which are 
greatly admired, owing to their superior quality, wherever they are exhibited. 
It would be hard to find a better judge of the bovine family than Mr. Ayers. 

The subject was born in Rochester, Racine county, Wisconsin, July 23. 
1855. Hes the son of Maurice L. and Lutheria (.\kin) vers, the father a 
native of Monroe county, New York, and the mother of Vermont, his birth 
having occurred in 181g and hers in 1826. The father came to Rochester, 
Racine county, Wisconsin, in 1839, thenee to the town of Burlington. that 
county, where he kept a hotel, then returned to farming, which had been his 
occupation in his early life. He owned one hundred and sixty acres near 
Rochester which is still in possession of the family, where his son Edward 
now lives. Maurice 1. vers came to Spring Prairie township, Walworth 
county, in 1857, and purehased the farm now owned by the subject of this 
sketch, consisting of three hundred and three acres of as valuable land as the 
township affords, and here he becaine one of the substantial and influential 
farmers of the locality. developed a fine farm and established a pleasant home 
and here he spent the rematmader ot his fe, dving mn r884, his widow surviving 
until 1897. They were the parents of seven children, four of whom are living. 
Politically, he was a Democrat and was active in political affairs, representing 
lus locality in the General .\ssembly in 1849, making a splendid record, He is 
remembered as a ian of many sterling characteristics and he enjoved the good 
will and respect of all who know him. 

Henry William .\vers, of this sketch, was reared on the home farm, where 
he made himself useful during his bovhood days, and he was educated in the 
public schools of his home community.  Fearly in ite he turned Ins attention to 
farming, and he now owns the homestead of three lundred and three acres, 
and for twenty years he has been a breeder of fine live stock. tle has kept 
the place well improved and well tilled, adopting all the modern methods otf 
agriculture and everything shows thrift, good management and prosperity. 
He built a large, convenient barn some ume ago, and has kept the buildings in 
good shape. Fle farms on an extensive scale. but the breeding of Brown 
Swiss cattle is his specialty. Ile now has a herd of eighty, all registered, of 
which there is no finer in the state, and owing to them superior qualities thes 
find a very ready market whenever offered for sale. Tle has been a frequent 
exhibitor at the state fair and other fairs, and hits stock are favorites cverv- 
where they are shown. Mr. .\vers also makes a specialty of dairving, and is 
exceptionally well equiped for this Tne of endeavor. tle has taken qany 
ribbons at the various state fairs where he has had his fine cattle. 
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Politically, Mr. Ayers is a Democrat, and fraternally is a member cf the 
Modern Woodmen of America. 

Mr. Ayers has never married. Personally, he is a man of pleasing pres- 
ence, straightforward in his relations with his fellows, a good mixer and a 
keen business man, but plain and unassuming in all relations of Ife. 





EDV te eGENE PxAbAiii 


The life record of the late Edwin Eugene Paliner ior ian | caso. 
of the leading citizens of Geneva township, should not be permitted to perish, 
for in it may be found many valuable lessons. He was a man who believed 
In carrying the Golden Rule into his every-day life and while laboring for 
his individual advancement and the good of his immediate family, never to 
neglect his duties as a citizen, and he therefore did much for the general up- 
building of his locality and won the esteem and admiration of all who knew 
him. 

Mr. Palmer was born in Greene county, New York, in the town of New 
Laltimore, May 24. 1849. [Je was the son of Wilham 5S. and -\ngeline 
(Valmer) Palmer. the mother having been born on .\pril 3, 1820, at Kens- 
selaerville, New York, and she was the daughter ot Joseph and _ Polly 
(Palmer) Palmer, they being no relation. Joseph G. Palmer was the son of 
Jacob and Mary (Gillette) Palmer, the former the son of Thomas and 
Jennie (VanDusen) Palmer. Polly Pahner, who married Joseph G. Palmer, 
was the daughter of Robert and Eunice (.\lgar) Palmer. Robert Palmer 
was the son of Gideon and Jane (Williams) Palmer, who were married, it 
is beheved, in 1744. 

William S. Palmer, father of the subject of this sketch, was the son of 
ezra and Polly (Sleight) Palmer, the latter being born in Dutchess county, 
New York. and she was of Dutch ancestry. Her mother was Catherine 
Sleight. She was [Edwin [tugene Palmers great-grandnwther and she 
gave hima little piteher that her husband, lezra, gave her on their wedding 
trip. It is at least one hundred and fifteen years old, and 1 now the property 
of Mrs. Palmer. She also has a chair lett by tle mierier or osepiie iene 

Polly Palmer, who married Joseph Palmer, and who was the subject's 
maternal grandmother, was a sister of Iézra Paliner, the subject's paternal 
grandfather and they were children of Robert and Eunice Valmer. The 
first of the family to come here were Joseph and Polly Palmer m 1853; 
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they settled 1 the northeastern part of Geneva townslup where IE. C. Petrie 
lives at present. Joseph G. Palmer was a soldier in the war of 1X12. His 
family consisted of ten children. 

Wilham S. Palmer and family came here early in April, 1805, and for 
sIx months lived on the farm now oeeupied by E. C. Petrie: then, in the 
following August. bought the farm in seetions to and at, whieh is still in 
the Palmer tamily. When William S. Palmer purchased this place it was 
only half fenced, and had on it only a log cabin, and much of the land was 
grown up in hazel brush. Thev lived there seven years amd improved the 
place. finally building a good new house, and there they spent the rest of 
their Ives and became active and influential in the pioneer life of their time. 

Two children were born to William S. Palmer and wife, Edwin Eugene, 
of this sketch. and Jennie, who died in 1864, when two vears old. 

Edwin Eugene Palmer grew to manhood on the home farm and on 
December 31, 1873. he was united in marriage with Frances Chadwiek, who 
was born in Liverpool, Onondaga county, New York, .\ugust 17, 1852, the 
daughter of Warren Reid Chadwick and Jane (Hamlin) Chadwick, the 
former having been the son of John and Susannah (Reid) Chadwiek. 
Susannal: Reid was born in New York, but her parents were from: Seotland. 
The birth of Warren R. Chadwick occurred on February 18, 1818, in Schuy- 
ler, Onondaga county. New York. Jane [lamlin was born in Clay township, 
that county, June 15, 1832. and she was the daughter of David and Luanna 
Judd (Orvis) Hamlin. David Flamin was born in Conneeticut and was 
an old schoolmate of Tfenry Ward Beecher. Luanna J. Orvis was also 
born in Connecticut. 

John Chadwick was the son of John, Sr., and Eunice (Murray) Chad- 
wick. It is said that Eunice Murray was of French ancestry. John Chad- 
wick, Sr.. was descended from one of three brothers who lived in England and 
who emigrated to \merica man early dav. They had an elder brother whe 
inherited the estate and was a knight and he died unmarried, leaving a vast 
estate. 

Frances Chadwick came here in 1&sg. [ler parents had preeeded her two 
vears, having located at Geneva, and she lived with them until her marriage to 
Mr. Palmer. Fler father died in October, 1879. and her mother is now living 
In Pontiac. Uhinois, with her son, Walter. Alrs. Paliner has two brothers, 
Nibert of Chicago, and Walter of Pontiac. She also has a sister living in 
Pontiac. Mrs. Jennie Braga, wife of A. J. Braga: she also had a sister, Hatge, 


who died May 9, 1883. 
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After Edwin Eugene Palmer and wife were married they lived on the old 
Palmer homestead for thirty years, successfully engaged in general farming 
and stock raising, then moved to the city of Lake Geneva early in January. 
1904. 

Mr. Palmer had taken an abiding interest in the affairs of the township 
and county, and he held a number of local offices. from a sense of duty. 

Four children were born to the subject and wife: Kate E.: William Ed- 
win, a sketch of whom appears in this work: Jennie May, who married 
Eugene Woolsey, lives at Hawkeye. Iowa, and they have eight children, 
Clarence Edwin, Warren George, Aimee, May Angeline, Eunice, Mabel, Ruth 
and a baby girl; Walter Chadwick Palmer was the youngest m order of birth 
of the subject's children. 

The death of Edwin Eugene Palmer occurred on December 27, 1907, 
after a successful, honorable and useful life. Since then Mrs. Palmer has 
lived with her daughter, Kate, and son, Walter, in Lake Geneva. 

Fraternally, Mr, Palmer was a member of the Modern Woodmen, Spring- 
field Camp, and his was the first death in that lodge, and the summons came to 
him just eighteen years after he had joined this lodge. He was also a consis- 
tent member of the Baptist chureh. Mrs. Palmer is a worthy member of the 
same. 


JOHN CHAPIN, 


No life is more interesting than that of the uld pioneer, for in the days 
When the wilderness of the West was conquered there were men of iron 
mould, men who were fearless, courageous and_ self-sacrificing, who were 
willing to undergo hardships in order that succeeding generations might be 
benelited. Tt is doubtful sf such a class of people live today. One of these 
worthy characters was Johu Chapin, one of the first settlers of Bloomfield 
township, Walworth county, who was prominent in the affairs of the county 
in its history-making days, and a man whose record should be preserved. 
Ele was born Mlareh 20, 1790, 1n the town of Hfleath, Franklin county, Massa- 
chusetts.  lanuly tradition says that he was a descendant of Samuel Chapin. 
Who was one of the first settlers of Massachnsetts. probably coming from 
Ieneland on the “Mayflower.” 

John Chapin grew to nianhood in his native state and there he was mar- 
ned in 1813 to Clarissa Patterson, who was borin in the same town as Mr. 
Chapin, on Septernber 28, 6793. To this umon eleven children were born, 
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mine of whom came to Bloomticld township, this county. The youngest, 
Mariette, was born in the town of Bloomfeld. in February, i8y1. She grew 
to womanhood here and married Ezra Gifford, a sketely of whom appears 
elsewhere in thts work: he is now deceased and his widow lives in Lake 
Geneva. Wilham D. Chapin was the oldest of the family. The other chil- 
dren were, Jonathan LPatterson, John, Jr.. Jacob, Clarissa Jane, Belinda, 
Diantha, Emiuy, Lyman and Monroe. Mrs. Gifford. mentioned above, is the 
only member of the fannly now living. 

William 1). Chapin came to Lake Geneva in the spring of 1837 and made 
a claim in the present town ot Bloomfield in the summer of the same vear 
His brother, John, Jr.. came in the fall of the same year. They were thus 
among the earliest settlers. John Chapin moved with his fanuly to the town 
of Bloomfeld in the fall of 1838 and settled on the southeast quarter of see- 
ton 6. At that time the land hereabont had not heen placed on sale by the 
governnent. Ar. Chapin bought out a squatters claim to the land, and in 
the tollowing spring. when the land was placed on the market, entered it from 
the government. He and his wife were two of the thirteen charter members 
of what ts now the Congregational chureh in Lake Geneva, then organized as 
the Presbyterian church. Ie was a deacon in the chnreh for a great many 
vears and was an influential man in the affairs of his community. The death 
of John Chapin occurred on December 29, 1865, at the age of seventy-five 
years and nine months. The death of his wife occurred on April 23, 1873, 
in the seventy-ninth year of ber age. Of their children, William 1). lived 
until within ten vears of his death in Bloomfield township, where he owned a 
farm of nearly three himdred acres. This death occurred in Lake Geneva m 
April, 1gog. Mrs. Clarissa Jane Ledington, Mrs. Belinda Foster, Mrs. lemily 
Woldron, all died in r88r, within six weeks of each other. J. Patterson 
moved to Nebraska and died there. John settled in Bremer connty, Lowa, 
where he died. Jacob also died in fowa. Lyman was a soldier in the Civil 
war in an lowa regiment and he died in lowa. Monroe was a soldier in the 
Twenty-second Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry durmg the Civil war and he 
died in Minnesota. 

John Chapin, of this sketch, was a man of courage and bravery, yet 
loved peace, and he would bear an insult quietly. fle was not casily swerved 
from his course, being a man of strong characteristics, and always detended 
the right. Tle was a strict observer of the Sabbath and tramed up his large 
family to respect the Lord's day, and he was a faithtul attendant on his 
church, rain or shine. tle bore his full share of the hardships of pioncer 
life nncomplainingly, and he was well known among the early settlers and 


highly respected by them. 
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ALEN ANDER HE es eX , 


Alexander 16. Matheson was born in the village of Eagle. Waukesha 
county, Wisconsin, on the rrth day of July, 1868. Thereafter he went with 
his parents to Vernon, in Waukesha county, Mayhew, [ast Troy and ElIk- 
horn, in Walworth county, Wisconsin. He lived in Elkhorn until July, 1894. 
when he went to Janesville, Wisconsin, to commence the practice ot Jaw. 
Since that time he has lived continuously in Janesville. THe was educated at 
district schools in the towns of Troy and Lakayette in \Walworth county, at 
the high schools in Kast Troy and Elkhorn, and finally at Beloit Academy and 
Beloit College, with the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy, in 1890. He was 
the valedictorian of his class in college. He received the degree of Master 
of Arts from Beloit College in 1893. Soon after leaving college lis father 
died. This compelled hin: to enter business, and he remained at Elkhorn 
for two years, managing the affairs of the Matheson Trading Company at 
that place. In 1&y2, owing to the selling of the business of the Matheson 
Trading Company at Waukesha, \Wisconsin, and the coming of his uncle, 
George Matheson, and his friend, John Dunphy, to Elkhorn, he was able to 
enter the Law School of the University of Wisconsin in the fall of 1892 to 
pursue the study of his chosen profession. Tle graduated from the law de- 
partment of the university with the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1&9. 
He mmmediately went to Janesville, where he became a member of the law firm 
of Fethers, Jelfris, afield and Matheson. He remained with this frm one 
year. Ile then formed a partnership with John Al. Whitehead and Samuel 
M. Snuth, under the firm name of Whitehead, Alatheson & Smith. After. 
two or three vears Aly. Sniuth left the fir to pursue other activities, and the 
firm has since continued under the name of \Wiitehead & Matheson. 

In Alr. Mathesou’s young manhood, for a long tine, he was unable to 
determine whether he would enter the legal or the ministerial profession. 
Ile had a strong desire to be a preacher. He finally chose the legal pro- 
fession for two reasons: first, because one of jus father’s ambitions for hin 
was that he nught be a lawyer: second, because he believed that a Cliristian 
man, living a consistent, Christian life, and speaking for the ideals of the 
church, could accomplish more as a layman thaw as a minister in the pulpit. 
Next to lis home he looks upon the church as his leading interest in life. 
eis a member of the Kirst Congregational church of Janesville, and active 
In all its departinents. YTe is also active in many phases of religious work 
not organically connected with the church. 
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Since he became of age Mr. Matheson has been active in Masonry. He 
has held numerous offees and positions in the various branches, grades and 
orders of Masonry. In igeg he received the thirty-third degree in Boston, 
At the present time he is grand master of the grand lodge of Free and \e- 
cepted ATasons of Wisconsin. Since attaining manhood he has tried to per- 
form his duties as a citizen and has always been more or less active in 
political affairs, although holding but one public official position, that of 
alderman in the eity of Janesville for two vears. He has endeavored to 
keep in close touch with Beloit College. for whieh institution and its tradi- 
tions he has a profound adniuration and strong affection. For years he lec- 
tured upon international law to members of the senior class in the college, 
and at the present time he is a member of the board of trustees. 

In September, 1894, Mr. Matheson married Georgia L.. Mlubbard (daugh- 
ter of Henry A. Tlubbard), who lived at fIkhorn, Wisconsin. They have 
two cluldren, Marion Barbara, born August 23, 1896, and John Flabbard, 
born Alay 2, 1go8. 


FRARCIS Nv ABBOTT, 


The career of Francis N. Abbott, a public-spirited citizen of Geneva 
township, Walworth county, has ever been such as to warrant the trust and 
confidence of those with whom he has come into contact, for he has ever 
conducted all transactions on the strictest principles of honor and integrity. 
His devotion to the puble god is unquestioned and arises front a sincere 
interest in his fellow men. 

Mr. Abbott was born in Warren county, Pennsylvania, May 4. 1850. Tle 
is the son of John and Sarah (Flerrick) Abbott. the former having been the 
son of Navir and Elizabeth (Stevens) .\bbott. Navir Abbott was in the war 
of 1812. When the subject of this sketch was four vears old the fainily moved 
to Chautauqua county, New York, and lived there on a farm until 1866, in 
which year thev moved west, locating about a mile from Elkhorn, Wisconsin. 
After living there a vear the father bought a farm a nile north of Come and 
there the parents spent the remainder of their lives. the father dying on Angust 
23, 1889, and the mother on January 4, (892. Both were members of the 
Baptist church. The father was a quiet, home man, an industrions and highly 
respected citizen. 

Francis X. Abbott remained on the home farm until March, 1903. Te was 
educated in the public schools. Tle was second in order of birth im a family of 
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four children, one son and three daughters Emeline, who married Lyman 
James and returned to New York, where she died, leaving six children. Mar- 
jetta, the third in order of birth, married Albert Densmore: they live at 
[Ikhorn and have one ehild, Ethel. Jane, the youngest child, married Floyd 
Gray: they live at Como and have two children, sons. 

On May 4. 1879, Mr. Abbott was married to Alice S. Goodrich, daughter 
of Harvey Curtis Goodrich and Sarah Emma (Dalrymple) Goodrich. She 
was born, reared and edueated in Geneva township. When a young man her 
father came to Walworth county from Troy, Vermont, and here he was 
married to Sarah E. Dalrymple, a native of Chautanqua county, New York. 

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Abbott, namely: Ivy, 
who married W. E. Palmer, lives three miles northeast of Como, and has three 
children, Beulah Eileen, Alice Alveretta, and Edwin Eugene. Betha Abbott 
married George McCormick; they live in Lafayette township and have one 
child, Ethel Mavis. John, who is the voungest of Mr. Abbott's children, 
married Ella Pelle Randall, daughter of \William and Bertha Randall. 

Politically, Mr. Abbott is a Republiean and he has always been active im 
politics, and has been a frequent delegate to state conventions and active and 
influential in the same. He has been clerk of Geneva township for over twen- 
ty years, which is certainly a criterion of the confidenee which his neighbors 
repose in his ability and integrity. }}e bas held various other ofhees in his 
connnunity, always with ability and credit. Fraternally, he 1s a member of the 
Modern \Woodmen and the Mystic Workers, and is prominent in each. He 
and his wife are members of the Baptist ehurel. 


eee yee 


In the following paragraphs are briefly outlined the leading tacts and 
characteristics in the career of a gentleman who combines im Ins makeup the 
elements of the practical man of affairs and the energy of the public-spirited 
citizen, and all who come within range ot his miluence are profuse im their 
praise of his admirable qualiues. Vhe high regard im wlich he is held by all 
classes indicates the possession of attributes and characteristics that fully 
entitle him to the respeet and consideration of his fellow men. 

Henry FL. White, the present popular. and efficient postmaster at Lake 
Geneva, was born in Spring Praime township, Walworth county, on May 21, 
r8O5.) Tle is the son of Hedear and Ehzabeth (Moore) White, the tather born 





HENRY H. WHITE 
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near Lake Champlain, Vermont, the son of David and .\melia (Bowker) 
White. ldgar White came to Wisconsin in 1836 and located first in Lyons 
township, working as a hand on the Humphrey farm. .\bont 1860 he was 
united in marriage with Elizabeth Moore, daughter of John .\dam Moore 
and wite. She was born in Boston, Massachusetts, aud she eame to this 
eounty with her parents before 1850 and located in Spring Prairie township, 
where Mrs. Wlute lived until her marriage. lédgar White made his home 
in Lyons township, where he had a farm and there reared his family, con- 
sisting of mine children, eight of whom are living, one having died in in- 
fancy. They were named as follows: Edgar, Jr., lives in Elkhorn; Seymour 
lives near the old home in the northern part of Lyons township: Edward lives 
in East Troy; Henry H., of this sketch; Mary married James Boden and 
they live im the eastern part of Spring Prairie township: John lives at Spring- 
field, this county: Louise married John Matteson and they live in Geneva 
township; Edwin lives in Palmyra. 

Henry I. Wlnte spent most of Is boyhood on the home tarm in Lyons 
township and there he attended the common schools, later going to sehool at 
Burhngton. After leaving school he spent three or four years on the home 
farm, then took a contraet tor earrving the mail from Springtield to Lake 
Geneva. He also purchased the stage line in 1892, which he has been operat- 
ing ever since and has also carried the mails between the above named towns 
sinee that date. In 1906 he bought a large farm at the northern edge of Lake 
Geneva, comprising two hundred and thirty-two acres. In tyo3 he built the 
south half of the Diamond block on Broad street, twenty-tive by cighty-seven 
feet, three floors and a basement, this being one of the most substantial busi- 
ness houses in Lake Geneva. In 1904 he built a large handsome residence on 
Wisconsin street, near Broad street, where he now resides. Fle has been 
very suecessful in a financial way and is one of the enterprising men of the 
city honored by his residence. 

Mr. White is a progressive Kepublican, long active in the ranks of the 
party. In rgo4 he was alderman and was candidate tor mayor. In tori he 
Was appointed postmaster of Lake Geneva, taking office on Septentber trth 
following, and he is discharging the duties of the office in an able and tasthtul 
manner, eminently satisfactory to the people and the department. 

Mr. White was married to Maude Dodge, daughter of Eugene and 
Sarah (Relyea) Dodge, a sketch of whom appears clkewhere im this: work, 
She was born in Lyons township, this county. Mr. and Mrs. \Wiite have two 
children, Herbert Relyea, who is in charge of his father s farm at the northern 
edge of the city of Lake (reneva, ancl Lorna Sarah. 

(42) 
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Mr. \White is president of the Lake Geneva Publishing Company, pub- 
lishers of the Vews, which is one of the influential and steadily growing 
papers in this part of the state. Besides owning lis property and the stage 
line at Lake Geneva, he also has a house, several town lots and other valuable 
property at Springfield, this county. 

l‘raternally. Mr. \White is a Royal Arch Mason, a @¥ider | \Voodnian 
and Knight of Pythias, having been banker of the Modern \Voodmen camp 
at Lake Geneva for the past six years. 


Ge aero R SE ie 


It is interesting to note from the beginning the growth and development 
of a community, to note the lines along which progress has been made and to 
take cognizance of those whose industry and leadership in the work of advance- 
ment have rendered possible the present prosperity of the locality under con- 
sideration. The Flalvorsen fanuly, of which FH. T., of Whitewater township. 
Walworth county, 1s a very creditable representative, belong to that class ot 
enterprising citizens who promote the general good of a community and they 
are therefore worthy of a place in the history of the same. 

H. T. Halvorsen was born on the old homestead in this township, March 
22, 1852. He isthe son of Tosten and Jane (Linos) Halvorsen, both born in 
Norway, where they grew up and were educated. The father left that land in 
1846 and emigrated to Walworth county, Wisconsin, the mother not coming 
until 1849, in which year she reached Dane, this state. The father got posses- 
sion of a farm before he was married and on this they began housekeeping 
and soon had a comfortable home, their place of one hundred and sixty acres 
in Whitewater township making them a very comfortable living, but they 
worked very hard in developing it, for the land was new and the country 
roundabout a wilderness. Here they spent the balance of their lives, the father 
dying in October, 1909, having survived his wife many years, her death occur- 
ring mm t87q. They were the parents of six children, five of whom are living. 
Politically, he was a Republican and a member of the Lutheran church. 

H. T. Halvorsen, of this sketch, was reared on the home farm where he 
worked hard when a boy and received what education he could in the early 
schools of the home district. Tle has devoted his life to general farming and 
raisiug live stock. [le has a very productive and well-improved farm of one 
hundred and twenty acres. 
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Politically, Mr. Halvorsen is a Republican and for three years he served 
his township as assessor. He and his family are members of the Lutheran 
church. 

Mr. Halvorsen was married in 1879 to Anna Nelson, who was born in 
Lagrange township, this county, the daughter of Nels and Martha Nelson, a 
highly respected family here. To the subject and wife seven children have been 
born, namely: Nettie. Theodore, Jessie (deceased), Emma, Arthur, Alice 
and Howard. 


Wee HOLLOW AY. 


In all the relations ot lite W. V. B. Holloway, one of the most progressive 
of the younger generation of farmers of Sugar Creek township, Walworth 
county, has commanded the respect and confidence of those with whom he has 
been brought into contact as is abundantly evidenced by his retention for a 
period of fifteen vears as township clerk, during which time he has discharged 
the duties of this important office in a manner that has proven his integrity as 
well as ability. His capable management of his own business interests and his 
well-directed efforts in the practical affairs of Hte have brought him well 
merited success, demonstrating what one may accomplish, often in the face of 
obstacles, by rightly applied energy and perseverance. 

Mr. Holloway 1s the scion of one of the worthy old families of Sugar 
Creek township and here he was born on December 23, 1872. and here he 
has been content to spend his life. Tle is the son of James and Mary B. 
(bray) Ilolloway, both natives of Iengland, the father born tm Devonshire, 
August 18, 1839, and she on March 29. 1845, in Cornwall, England. 

The father came to Canada in an early day, and the mother accompanied 
her parents, Walter and Rachael (Baker) Bray, to Wisconsin when she was a 
girl. The Bray family settled in Troy township, later moving to Sugar Creek 
township where they bought a farm and here they spent the rest of their lives. 

The parents of the subject were married in Green Bay, Wisconsin, in 1870 
and they began life on a tarin in Sugar Creek township, this county, which he 
rented, then moved to Troy township where they lived three years. By hard 
work and economy they had gotten a start and so bought a farm in Sugar 
Creek township and on this they remained nine years, then moved to Rock 
county. this state, and lived there five years. after which they lived in White- 
water one year. Vhen they returned to Sugar Creck townstip in t&94 and 
bought sixty-seven acres an:l there lived until 1903, in which year they moved 
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to the home of their son-in-law, Gerden Olsen, with whom they remained two 
years. James Holloway then moved to the town of Millard, this county, where 
his death occurred on August 1, 1911. In politics he was a Republican and 
was active in local affairs. He held the offices of township assessor and town- 
ship supervisor for a number of years. He was a man well known and highly 
respected for his public spirit and upright life. His widow is still living. They 
were the parents of two children, namely: W. V. B., of this review, and 
Lizzie R., wife of Gerden Olsen, and the mother of one child, Willard J. Olsen. 

W. V. B. Holloway was reared on the home tarmi and educated in the 
public schools and in the high school at Whitewater, Wisconsin. [Early in I1fe 
he turned his attention to farming. He is now the owner of forty acres in 
Lagrange township, and besides this he works the homestead, and as a general 
farmer and stock raiser he has met with encouraging success all along the line. 
Politically, he is a Republican and, as stated above, is the present incumbent 
of the township clerk's office. Religiously, he belongs to the Methodist Epis- 
copal church. 

On February 3, 1903, Mr. Holloway was united in marriage with Lorena 
G. Taylor, a native of Lagrange township, this county, her birth having 
occurred here on January 25, 1882, and she is the daughter of Charles H. and 
Nelhe (Wishart) Taylor, both born in this county, the father on June 22. 
1853, and the mother on May to, 1851. They are now living at Heart 
Prairie, Lagrange township, Walworth county. To Mr. and Mrs. Holloway 
one child, Alice Marie, has been born, the date of her birth being April 29, 
1906. 


CHARLES HH, BAK TR 


Charles If. Baker, of Lake Geneva, is a man whose life has become an 
essential part of the history of this section and he has exerted a benelicial 
mfluence in the eity honored by his residence, as has also his wife, the former 
in business circles and the latter in educational affairs. Alr. Baker's chief char- 
acteristics seem to be fidelity of purpose, keenness of perception, unswerving 
integrity and sound conmion sense which have earned for him the esteem of 
the entire community. 

Mr. Baker, Itke many of our leading citizens. hails from the old Empire 
state, his birth having occurred at Seneca Falls, New York. He is a son of 
Fion. Charles M. and Martha (Larrabee) Baker, the father having been one 
of the most prominent men of this county. His complete sketch appears on 
another page of this work. 
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Charles H. Baker came to Walworth county with his parents when two 
years old, and was thus a true pioneer, for the country was wild and settlers 
few at that period. The family settled at Lake Geneva, and there voung 
Baker lived until he was fourteen years old. He then went to Chicago and 
lived about three years, then spent a year in Beloit College, in the academic 
department. He had decided to take up mechanical engineering, and the next 
two vears were spent ina locomotive and marine works in Detroit and Boston, 
along the line of his studies. He also spent some time in Hamilton College, 
now Colgate University, at Madison, New York. He next spent about ten 
vears on the Pacific coast in mining engineering. From there he went to 
Mexico in the interests of a mining company in the state of Coahuila. He 
then spent a year in europe, trading in almost every country, studying lis 
chosen lines of enginecring. Returning, was a year in the employ of the Gug- 
genheim Company, in Mexico. Later he was emploved by the Topia Mining & 
Smelting Co., of Durango, Mexico, remaining with them about ten years, as 
general manager. He became an expert in his line and his services were much 
in demand. During his wanderings in the West, he retained the old home- 
stead at Lake Geneva. and he has lived retired in this city of recent vears, 
although he sometimes makes a trip as a mining expert. 

Mr. Baker was married in 1907 to Marietta B. Smith, of Racine, Wis- 
consin, a lady of talent, culture and refinetnent, whose charm of manner has 
nade her a favorite with a wide circle of friends. She was graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison, and took post-graduate work in the 
University of Chicago. She is a musician of inarked ability. 

Before coming here Mrs. Baker spent a summer in Europe, during which 
she gave particular attention to what would be of special interest in her chosen 
subject of literature. 

She came to Lake Geneva about 1903 to fill a temporary vacancy in the 
high school, but the position becaine permanent and her services were of such 
a high order that she was later offered the position of principal, which she 
accepted and the duties of which she has discharged ever since in a manner 
that reflects much credit upon herself and to the eminent satisfaction of all 
concerned. Ske has brought the local high school up to an equal place with the 
best in the state, and in the school room she is an enthusiastic instructor. She is 
broadly educated and has kept well abreast of the times in all that pertains to 
her profession. She has been active in public affairs at Lake Geneva, and she 
is a member of the library hoard. Mr. and Mrs. Paker are members of the 
Baptist church. 
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Charles H. Baker was one of a family of four children, namely: Edward 
L., who became captain of Company E, Third Minnesota Volunteer Infantry, 
during the Civil war; he is now deceased and is buried at Lake Geneva; Rob- 
ert H.. who became a prominent politician, was a member of the Republican 
state central committee and a man of influence at Racine: for thirty years he 
was a partner of J. I. Case, the well-known threshing machine manufacturer ; 
Mary L., deceased, was the wife of Col. George Brown, a prominent attorney 
of Providence, Rhode Island, commanded the Ninth Regiment, Rhode Island 
Volunteers, and at one time was a member of Congress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Baker are prominent in the life of Lake Geneva and their 
pleasant home is the mecca for a host of warm friends. 


ALBERT E. PETERSON. 


One of the progressive twentieth century farmers of Lagrange township, 
Walworth county, who ranks among the best of his fellow tillers of the soil is 
Albert E. Peterson, a native son, and the representative of a good old family, 
and here he has spent his life. “Tis sober wishes never learned to stray,” for 
he knew that no better place could be found for his chosen line of work, and 
succceding years have brought to him creasing success. 

Mr. Peterson was born in this township, on the farm where he still lives, 
on July 24, 1869. He is the son of Erick and Anna (Churchill) Peterson, 
both natives of Norway. The father was born at Voss, Burgin, May 13, 1831, 
and the mother in Nomadoln, Kongsberg, May 15, 1837. They spent their 
childhood in their native land, emigrating to .\merica when single, he being 
about twenty years old, and she was twelve years of age when her parents set- 
tled in Muskegon. Erick Peterson came alone to Walworth county im an early 
day and located on the farm now in possession of the subject. He was married 
in LaGrange township, May 3, 1856. The father of the subject's mother 
worked in Racine county for suine time, finally comme to Walworth county and 
bought a farm just west of the Peterson place and there spent the rest of his 
lite. 

Erick Peterson first bought forty acres here. This he 1mproved and added 
to unti] he had a fine farm of over one hundred and sixty acres. The place was 
timbered with the exception of fifty aeres of marsh, covered with willow. Ile 
cleared and improved the land, erected substantial buildings and here spent the 
rest of his life. ble was a well-educated man and was very active in the early- 
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day chureh work here. being a strong Lutheran, advocaung the Norwegian 
church of Seaponong. This family consisted of hve children, one of whoin 
preceded him to the grave by one year; the rest are living, as 1s also the 
mother, who makes her home on the old place. 

Albert E. Peterson, ot this sketch, was educated in the public schools and 
when but a boy he assisted with the general work on the home place and here 
he has continued to work. Ile has met witha large measure of success through 
his close application and his good management, and he owns not only the 
home place of one hundred and sixty acres, but also another place of equal size. 
He has kept his land under a fine state of improvement and cultivation, besides 
erecting fine buildings. Everything about his place not only indicates good 
management, but thrift and prosperity. Pe carries on general farming. stock 
raising and dairying on a large scale, and each vear finds him further advanced 
than the preceding. 

Pohucally, Myr. Peterson isa Republican and be has been supervisor of lus 
township for the past three years, which office he has filled in a worthy and 
satisfactory manner. Tle belongs to the Lutheran church. 


CURTIS H, SHERMAN: 


The occupation of farming, to which Curtis IH. Sherman has applied his 
time and attention since reaching his majority, 1s the oldest business pursuit of 
mankind and the one in which man will ever be the most independent. Of 
course when this is said reference is made to civilized man, because hunting 
and fishing were the primitive pursuits of nan betore he reached the civilized 
Stare: 

One of the most scientific farmers of Whitewater township, Walworth 
county, is Curtis I]. Sherman, who was born in @ortlandt county, New York, 
May 5. 1840. Ile as the son of Erastus and Rhoda T. (Bostwick) Sherman, 
the father born in Connecticut on .\ugust 23, 17G8. and the mother born m 
Saratoga county, New York, May 21, 1802. They came to Walworth county, 
Wisconsin, in 1844 and bought one hundred and sixty acres in Whitewater 
township, later added cight-seven acres and here the tather of the subject 
developed a good farm, on which he spent the rest of tits Tite, dying June 22, 
1866, his widow surviving unul June 6, 1870. “Their family consisted of seven 
children, three of whom are living. In politics the clder Sherman was a Ke 
publican and a member of the L-piscopal church. 
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Curtis H. Sherman was four years of age when lis parents brought lum 
to Wisconsin, and he grew to manhood in Walworth county, attended the rural 
schools, also the high school at Whitewater. He has devoted his life to agrt- 
cultral pursuits and has lived to see the county develop from its forests to a 
fine agricultural section. He is the owner of one hundred and eleven acres, 
which he has kept well tilled and well improved, it being a part of the old home- 
stead. J connection with farming and stock raising, he makes a specialty of 
dairying. 

Politically, Myr. Sherman is a Republican, but he has never been an office- 
seeker. He is a member of the Methodist church. 

On August 29, 1862, Mr. Sherman was united in marriage with Harriet 
I. Hull, daughter of Lomas [lull, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in thus 
work. The following children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Sherman: 
Lilhe May and Lullie Belle, twins, were born on October 18, 1863; the former 
married Alfred Pitt and four children were born to them, Ernest H., Curtis 
H., Clara B. (deceased) and Leota M. The death of Mrs. Pitt occurred on 
February 1, 1898. Lullie Belle married Dr. M.-J. Bagley, of Whitewater, 
and two children were born to them, Frank C. and Mark J. (deceased). The 
death of Mrs. Bagley occurred on March 18, 1889. Roy Ravella Sherman, 
who was born September 19, 1872, was reared on the farm and educated in 
the public schools and he now manages the home place. Politically, he is a 
Republican and a meniber of the Methodist church. He was married on 
June §, 1901, to Bessie Bloxham, who was born in Lima, Rock county, Wis- 
consi, 1 1873, the daughter of George and Emma (Watson) Bloxham, 
both natives of [England, and there they spent their early lives, finally coming 
to Rock county, Wisconsin, and they now live retired at Whitewater. One 
child, George Curtis, has been born to Roy R. Sherman and wife, his birth 
oceurring on December 30, 1907. Mary E. Sherman was born on October 
24, 1881, was educated in the public schools and she lives at home. 





JAMES CONSTANT REYNOLDS D. 


It is not always easy to discover and define the hidden forces that move a 
life of ceaseless activity and large professional success; little more can be done 
than to note their manifestation in the career of the individual under considera- 
tion. Doctor Reynolds has long held distinetive prestige in a calling which 
requires forts basis sound mentality and rigid protessional training and thor- 
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ough mastery of technical knowledge with the skill to apply the same, without 
which one cannot hope to rise above the inediocre in administering to human 
ills. 

Dr. James Constant Reynolds, of Lake Geneva. Walworth county, was 
born in Exeter, Green county, Wisconsin, July 17, 1849. This town, now no 
longer on the map, was at that time a mining town of probably twelve hundred 
inhabitants. He is the son of Dr. Benoni O. and Mary J. (Snuth) Reynolds, 
a complete sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. 

The family moved to Elkhorn, this county, in 1854, and have lived in 
Walworth county, nearly ever since. The subject had the advantages of a 
liberal education, having attended the common schools and Racine College 
about two vears, also Beloit College about two vears. Desiring to follow in 
the footsteps of his father in a professional way he entered Rush Medical 
College at Chicago, from which he was graduated in 1870. Ile went to Can- 
ton. South Dakota, where he engaged in the practice of his profession for 
about five vears, after which he took a course at Bellevue Hospital, New York. 
He then came to Lake Geneva, Walworth county, in 1876, and this locality 
has Leen the arena of his endeavors ever since, during which time he has built 
up a large and lucrative practice, taking a position second to none of his com- 
peers in the medical profession in southeastern \Wiseonsin. 

Doctor Revnolds is an active Kepubhean and has been honored by lus 
party with various offices. Fle served several] terms as a member of the village 
board of Lake Geneva and in 1884 he was elected a member of the Gencral 
Assembly of Wisconsin, and made such a creditable record that he was in 
1X86 re-elected by a big majority. Fie there made his inthuence felt for the 
general good and won the hearty commendation of his constituents and all 
concerned by his wise and judicious course. During the thirty-cighth Assem- 
bly he served as chairman of the comnnittee on railroads. In 1888 he was 
elected to the State Senate for four years, and agai distiuguished himself as a 
public servant, dischatging his duties in a manner that reflected much credit 
upon his ability and to the eminent satisfaction of all eoneerned, irrespective of 
party alignment. While state senator he was chairman of the committee on 
town and county organizations and he was a member of the joint committee 
on claims. He was a delegate to the Republican national convention in goo 
that nominated McKinley and Roosevelt, and he had the honor of being 
appointed a member of the committee to notify Colonel Roosevelt of his nom- 
ination. Doctor Reynolds was one of two physical examiners appointed by the 
governor to make examination of all the soldiers from Wisconsin during the 
Spanish-American war. He was a member of the battleship committee, a 
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committee of three appointed by the governor of this state to select the person 
tu christen the battleship “Wisconsin,” and to convey the ten-thousand-dollar 
silver service sent to the ship at the Pacific coast and present it on behalf of the 
state of Wisconsin. 

Doctor Reynolds is a member of Geneva Lodge No. 44, Itree and .\ccept- 
cd Masons, also the State Medical Society. The Doctor was married in Alay, 
1883, to Mrs. Carrie S. Blanchard, daughter of John A. and Rachael (Cald- 
well) Carson. This union has been graced by the birth of one son, Benoni O. 
Revnolds, who attended college at Racine and is now a student in Northwest- 
ern University, preparing for the ministry. Doctor Reynolds and family are 
members of the Episcopal church. 


BENONI O. REYNOLDS. 


The name of Dr. Benoni O. Reynolds for many decades was one ot the 
best known in Walworth county, where he was esteemed by all classes and 
where so much of his useful and honored life was spent. He was born in 
Semponius township, Cayuga county, New York, July 26, 1824. He was the 
son of John and Nancy (Hay) Reynolds and the grandson vf Benoni Rey- 
nolds, who was born in Wales, from which country he came to America in 
colonial days and took part in the war for independence, as a private in the 
Thirteenth Regiment of Albany County Militia, and also served in the ‘Sixth 
Regiment of Dutchess County Militia under Colonel Graham of New York. 
lor many years he lived at Marcellus, that state, and his death occurred when 
he had nearly attained the century milestone. Nancy (Hay) Reynolds was the 
daughter of a Revoutionary soldier, who came to this country fron: Germany, 
and he, too, lived to a ripe old age. 

When thirteen years of age Dr. Benoni O. Reynolds was bound out to 
learn a trade, and for a time he worked in a cooper shop, but, not liking the 
work, he ran away and began life for himself. After two years’ experience 
teaching school he began the study of medicine, later taking the course at Rush 
Medical College, Chicago, and there was graduated in 1851, and about ten 
vears later he was graduated from: the Ophthalmic College of New York. He 
practiced for some time at Huntsville, Ohio, then went to Wisconsin and began 
practicing in and near Racine in 1848. He enlisted for service in the ALlexican 
war, but was not called to the front. In 1854 he located in Elkhorn and made 
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his home in this county until his death. Fle took up his residence in Lake 
Geneva in 18606 and here he soon acquired an extensive practice. In 1861 he 
Was commissioned surgeon ot the Third Wisconsin Cavalry and he served 
with distinction in that capacity until the close of the war, in 1865. The 
estimate of his ability as a surgeon in the army is shown by the following 
order of Brig.-Gen. J. R. West, chief of the cavalry division: Vhe operating 
staff will consist of Surgeon B. Q. Reynolds, of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, 
and Surgeon W. W. Bailey. of the First Missouri Cavalry, and no operation 
shali be pertormed without their sanction and direction, and in all doubtful 
cases the board of operating surgeons shall consult together and a majority 
shall decide upon the expediency and character of the operation.” In 1863 
Doctor Reynolds was appointed medical director on the staff of General 
wing. While in southwest Missouri in 1862 he was taken prisoner by 
Colonel Coffee's command and after being held ten days made his escape 
through the Confederate lines on a night when Coffee's camp was attacked by 
Uinon cavalry. At the battle of Prairie Grove, in the fall of 1862, his: stall 
as a surgeon was put to the test. General John C. Black was so badly wounded 
that an eve witness said he looked as if there was hardly enough left of him to 
call tor the services of an undertaker, but Surgeon Reynolds took charge of 
him, and out of a mass of gaping wounds and splintered bones reconstructed a 
man who later was of fine personal appearance. 

Doctor Reynolds was married on March 30, 1848. to Mary J. Smith, of 
Trumbull county, Ohio, the daughter of Dr. John and Sarah (Buttles) Smith. 
In 1861 she was graduated from the \WWomen’s Medical College and during 
the war she enjoyed an extensive practice while her husband was away in the 
army. She is a woman of unusual attainments and force of personality. To 
the Doctor and wife two children were born, James C., whose sketch appears 
elsewhere in this work, and Wills S., who was graduated from the Chicago 
Medical College, and who is now cashier of a bank at Hurley, Wisconsi. 

Dr. B. O. Reynolds died at his home in Lake Geneva, January 19, 1911, in 
the eighty-seventh year ot his age. He was a member of McPherson Vost of 
the Grand Army of the Republic and a companion of the Loyal Legion. [fe 
always took an abiding interest in public affairs, and was an active Republican 
and well-known in state and county politics. Ile once represented his home 
district in the Assembly and was also in the State Senate for several terms, and 
for eight vears he was a member of the state board of health. As a prbtic 
servant he performed his duties moan able, conserentions and commendable 
manner, winning the hearty approval of all concerned irrespective of party 
alignment. Fle was a member of the national board of health, of the State 
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Medical Association, and of the National Medical Association. He was also 
prominent in the Grand .\rmy of the Republic. Asa physician he had lew 
equals and no superiors in this part of the state. Mrs. Dr. Reynolds is still 
living at Lake Geneva, now eighty-eight years of age. 





JULIAN M. CAREY. 


Read back the pages of history until you are lost in the hieroglyphs and 
obscurity of the dim past; walk back through the dark corridors of time from 
the magnificent civilization of today until you find yourseli musing on the 
world’s first battlefield; scan the characters of every great commander, and 
throw your brightest light on the motives of every soldier, and the impartial 
historian will then tell you that in all this gloomy concave of war, in all this 
cavernous darkness of suffering and death, in all the sacrifice that humanity has 
offered upon the sanguinary field of Mars, no character so pure, so noble, so 
unselfish—so heroic has yet been given the world as the American citizen 
soldier, fighting, suffering, dying to lift up a fallen race, to preserve the integ- 
rity of a free nation, and to make immortal the flag painted by the finger of 
destiny and illuminated by the stars of heaven When the dreams of the far- 
flung legions of the grand army of the early sixties have been terminated by 
“the angel with the backward look and folded wings of ashen gray.” the tuture 
generations will find their dream was true, and turn and look down the-mist- 
shrouded aisles of the past to their record of glory, and with a sacred tear and 
a proud thrill of memory, will be glad that their old age was filled with peace 
and pleuty, and that the republic which they saved was generous with her 
defenders, and that they faltered not at death, for they carried the everlasting 
love of their fellow men with them, and reached the mystic goal where no 
furloughs are given, and none are wanted, and where the password 1s “Eternal 
Peace and Rest.” 

One of this great host, who is vet active in life's varied affatrs, is Julian 
M. Carey, an honored resident of Genoa Junction. fle was born in Cayuga 
county, New York, June 2, 1844, and he is the son of David W. and Jane E. 
(Rand) Carey. The father was born in Columbia county, New York, 1m 1808, 
and he was the son of .\mos E. and Carissa (Barnes) Carey. the former 
born in Cherry Valley, New York, in 1790. Amos E. Carey was a soldier in 
the war of 1812, and he received a land warrant for his serviees, and located 
in Lee county, Illinois. He sold this land to a Mr. Loverage, an early resident 
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of this county. southeast of Lake Geneva. .\mos and David W. Carey came 
to Wisconsin in September, 1846, and settled in Bloomfield township, section 
5. The subject was then two years old. He recalls, as he grew older, seeing 
deer run across their farm, and he remembers their first Christmas dinner in 
this county. David W. Carey had two brothers, but they did not locate here. 
mos Carey lived here until 1853. His wife died in 1852 and the following 
year he went back east and married again, remaining there until lis death in 
1858. Jane E. (Rand) Carey was the daughter of John Rand and wife. It 1s 
believed her parents came from Holland and through them she was one of the 
heirs of the famous estate that claims the Trinity church property in New 
York City. After Amos Carey sold out he returned east. David W. Carey 
and family moved to enosha county in 1853 and farmed in Wheatland town- 
ship. His wife, mother of Julian M. Carey, died there in 1855. That broke up 
the home. There were x children, Milton B.. Vietorene, Juhan M.. Psadore 
L., Therese .\. and Edwin, who died in infaney. 

The father of these children went to Cahfornia and the children scat- 
tered; only two of them now survive, Therese and the subject. The former 1s 
the wife of Thomas Norton, a native of Kentucky, and they now live in 
Chicago. 

Julian M. Carey was offered a home in Illinois with his father’s sister. 
He lived there about seven years, until the spring of 1862, when he returned to 
loomfeld township, this county, and worked on a farm east of Lake Geneva. 
When the call came for troops to suppress the Rebelhon he enlisted on Septem- 
ber 2, 1862, in Company C, Twenty-second Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry. 
They were sent to Kentucky on garrison duty where they remained until in 
February, 1863. then went down the Ohio and up the Cumberland to rem 
force Rosecrans. They went from Nashville to Franklin and from there on a 
reconnoitering expedition. tle was taken prisoner March 25, 1803. and sene 
to Libby prison, and after being kept there about a month, in April he was sent 
to Parol Camp, Benton Barracks, St. Louis, and there exchanged in June, 
1863. He was sent back to Tennessee and did garrison duty at Murfreesboro 
and around Nashville until \pril tg, r864. when he was ordered to join Sher- 
man’s army, and on May 2d started on the famous Georgia campaign. There 
was hard fighting almost continually. The brigade containing the Twenty- 
second Wiseonsin Regiment. under Drigadier-General Coburn, has the distine- 
tion of having received the surrender of the city of Atlanta. After the capture 
of Atlanta they went on with Sherman on his march to the sea, taking Savan- 
nah, December 10, 1864, then on through the Carolinas to Goldsboro where 
they were when Lincoln was assassinated, Prom there they went to Kaleigh 
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in pursuit of Johnson, and from there they went north to Washington, having 
marehed and covered all the distanee in that world-famous campaign in thir- 
teen months toa day. Ar. Carey was eighteen years old when he enlisted and 
he was just past twenty-one when he was honorably discharged after taking 
part in the Grand Review in Washington. He was mustered out at Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, June 28, 1865. 

After the war Mr. Carey went to Iilmois and engaged in the harness 
business at Chemung, remaining there eighteen months, then gave it up and 
worked around there until the winter of t86yg and 1870, when he went to 
Kansas and Missourl. In May, i870, he joined his father at Georgetown, 
Eldorado eounty, California, and worked at gold mining two years. Return- 
ing to Chemung, he remained there a year, then came back to Walworth 
county, locating again in Bloomfield township. In August, 1873, he began 
clerking in a general store. In Mareh, the following spring, he bought the 
store from the widow who owned it, buying the stock on credit, giving his 
personal note. He continued the business successfully and paid off the note in 
due eourse of time, and he has been in business ever sinee, having expended 
his operations in many lines. About 1884 le bought the mill at Genoa June- 
tion and was in the flour business until rg1o when he sold the mill, but he still 
carries on the flour and feed business in addition to his general merchandising. 
On February 14, 1808, the same day tlic battleship ‘‘Maine’ was blown up in 
Havana harbor, he installed an electric light plant for lighting in Genoa Junc- 
tion, Which he ran by water power in connection with the mill. He also built 
an ice house about 1891 and shipped ice, later selling out to the Knickerbocker 
Jee Company. He has also been in the coal business ever since coming to 
Geneva. In September, 1909, he bought a farm at the east end of Genoa 
Junction, part of it extending across into Illinois. 

Mr. Carey was married on January 28, 1874, to Adelia Bywater, at 
Chemung, McHenry county, Illinois, where she had taught school seven terms. 
She was born in Cavuga county, New York, and she came to Illinois with her 
parents when vonng. Ter father had enlisted in 1862 as a soldier in the Civil 
war and was killed at Vicksburg. 

Ten children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Carey. of whom May died 
when eighteen months old; Eddie died in infancy; those living are, Grace L., 
wife of John R. Sibley. who is with the Reitz Lumber Company, in Chicago: 
Myrile J. married John Tl. Moore, who is with the NKniekerboeker lee Com- 
pany and lives m Chicago, where he has a position of great responsibility : 
David William is in partnership with Mr. Carey in the store, and he is unmar- 
ned: Blaine, who is also unmarried, is operating the farny for his father: 
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Alice married Arthur Maine, and he has charge of the canning department for 
the Borden Condensed Milk Company at Genoa Junction: Sherman 1s attend- 
ing the State University at Madison; Bernice L. is at rome and is in school: 
Winifrede, the youngest daughter, is also at home and in school. 

Mr. Carey is a Republican and he has served several terms on the school 
board, also was town clerk. He has taken an active part in county and state 
politics at various times. 

Mr. Carey joined the Lake Geneva lodge of Masons in 1865 and he held 
his membership there until the lodge was organized at Genoa Junction, when 
he became a charter member of the latter. In 1879 he built the store building. 
with the Masonic lodge hall above. He and his wife belong to the Methodist 
church. 

Although sixty-eight vears old, Mr. Carey is exceptionally well-preserved 
and is as vigorous as most men at fiftv. He has long been regarded as one ot 
the leading citizens otf Genoa Junetion and has done much for the good of the 
town. He is a plain, obliging, hospitable gentleman who stands high in Is 
community. 


JOHN T. TOBIN. 


The office of biography is not to give voice to a iman’s inodest estunate 
of himself and his accomplishments, but rather to leave upon the record the 
verdict establishing his character by the consensus of opinion on the part of 
his neighbors and fellow citizens. The lite of John T. Tobin, one of the 
successful voung farmers of Lagrange township, Walworth county, has been 
such as to elicit just praise from those who know him best. having spent: his 
life right here at home engaged in the pursuits for which nature and traning 
have dest suited him and is a creditable representative of one of eur much 
respected old families. 

Mr. Tobin was born on the old homestead in this township, Mareh 9, 
1876 He is the son of William and Bridget (Dooley) Tobin, both natives of 
Ireland. the father born in 1828 and the mother in t8sr. When nineteen 
vears of ave the father emigrated to the United States and settled in) New 
York. In 1857 he came to Walworth county, Wisconsin, settling im t.a 
srange township in t83y, and here he and his brother, Patrick, bought two 
hundred and ninety-six acres, which they divided: later the father ot the 
subject added sixty acres making a good farm of two hundred and three 
acres, which he continued 16 operate until his death mn rgo03. Ults widow ts 
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still living on the old homestead. Politically, he was a Democrat, but not an 
officer-seeker. He was a member of the Catholic church. 

Five children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Wilham Tobin, named as 
follows: John T., of this review; Ella, wite of Ernest Stallman. of Sugar 
Creek township: Witham is with the subject on the home farm; Joseph M. 
was graduated from the Elkhorn high school and then took three years in 
the State University at Madison and he is now in the office as bookkeeper tor 
the Pullman Car Company, of Chicaga; l'rancis T. was graduated from the 
Elkhorn high school and he is now a student at the Marquette school in 
Milwaukee. 

John T. Tobin, of this review, received a diploma from the country 
school, later attended the Elkhorn high school. He has devoted his life to 
farming on the homestead and is still here, operating the same with his 
brother as mentioned above. Politically, Mr. Tobin is a Democrat and he is 
now serving his fourth term as township clerk. 


PEWS ae KB AL. 


Among the men of influence in Blooinfield township, \Walworth county, 

who have the interest of their locality at heart and who have led consistent 
lives, thereby gaining definite success along their chosen lines, is Lewis -\. 
Kimball, one of the leading farmers and stock men of the southeastern part 
of the county, where he has a valuable and highly productive farmstead, 
which he manages with that care and discretion that stamps lim as a twen- 
tieth-century agriculturist of the highest order. 
Mr. WNimball was born in this township on March 13, 1869. Ile is the 
son of John Casper and Christine (Runkle) Nimball, both natives of Ger- 
many, the father born in Saxony, November 29. 1830, and died October 21, 
1908, at the age of seventy-seven vears, ten months and twenty-two days. Ile 
grew to manhood in the fatherland and from there sailed to .\merica in 1850, 
landing on our shores fuly 17th, after a voyage of nine weeks on a sailing 
vessel. He eame west with the pioneers of \Wiseonsin and located in Bloom- 
field township, Walworth county. In 1862 he was able to buy a farm, on 
which he resided until his death, his well improved place lying in seetions 9 
and 10, Bloomfield township. fn 1863 he married Christina Runkel, who was 
born 1 Grolsheim, Eessen-Darmstadt, Germany, in 1840. She came to 
America with her brother in 1860 and located in Bloomfeld township. this 
county, and here she lived with John Wall's family and attended school. 
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live sons were born to Caspar Kimball and wife, two of whom died in 
infancy; the eldest lived to be about five years old; Lewis .\., of this sketch; 
Philip, who has a part of the home farm, and Henry, who is farming in this 
township and a sketelt of whom appears elsewhere in this work. 

Mr. Kimball was a hard working man, who met his many obstacles with 
a stout heart and a steady purpose and he succeeded in establishing a good 
home and a valuable farm was developed by his close application. He was a 
lover of home and family and trained his children in a Christian manner. He 
was a tender hearted, kindly, forgiving, obliging gentleman whoni everybody 
respected and adimired—always ready to aid anyone in any trouble or need. 
His wite lived until January 25, 1909, being advanced in years when called 
to her reward. She was a woman of beautiful character, neighborly, chari- 
table and a true helpmect to her sterling husband for over forty-five years. 

Lewis .\. Nimball. of this sketch, grew to manhood on the home farm, 
where he assisted with the work im the crop seasons, and he received his edu- 
cation mm the common schools of his district and the high school at Lake 
Geneva. On January & 1891, he was united in marriage with Lilhan Gilford, 
daughter of Ezra P. and Marietta (Chapin) Gifford, a sketch of whom ap- 
pears elsewhere in this work. 

lor three years after his marriage. Mr. Namball continued on the home 
tarm, then bought a farm in the southwest quarter of section 17. Bloomfield 
township, and lived there five years, then rented for about nine vears, part of 
the time on the Moore stock farm and most of the time in Mellenry county, 
Hhinois. In r90s5 he bought the farm otf one hundred and thirty-six aeres 





where he now lives in the southwestern quarter of section ©. Here he has 
developed a good tarm, well timproved, and has been very suceessitul in his 
varied operations. Tle has a commodious and attractive dwelling, from which 
is a splendid panoraina overlooking Pell’s lake, but he did not move here untul 
March 5, 1908. In igtt he completed a large, convenient and, in tact, unis- 
ually fine barn, substantially built of concrete blocks, with conerete floors, and 
modern in every appointment. In connection with gencral farming, Mr. 
Kimball keeps a good grade of live stock, bemg a breeder of Llolstem cattie 
and Poland-China hogs, all registered. 

Six children have been born to Mr. and Alrs. Naunball. namely: Eunice 


May, Edna Gertrude, Ruth Tfelene, Arthur Gitford, and two whe died in 
itaney. 

Mir. and Mrs. Nimball belong to the Congregational chureh in’ Geno 
Junetion and they stand high in all circles in the community. their pleasant 
one Leing known asa place of hospitality and good cheer to their auy 
friends. 


(+43) 
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B. J. BAUMANN. 


A list of Walworth county’s honored and successful families would be in- 
complete were there failure to make specific mention of the well-known farmer 
and representative citizen whose name introduces this biographical review, for 
Ins lite has been one of industry, honor and public spirit, resulting in goud to 
everyone with whom he has had dealings, whether in business or social life. 
Ife has won success because he has persevered in pursuit of a worthy purpose, 
gaining thereby a satisfactory reward, and setting an example not unworthy to 
be emulated by others. especially the young and the discouraged. 

B. J. Baumann, well known farmer in the vicinity of Burlington, \Wiscon- 
sin, was born in Racine county, this state, on March 26. 1876. He is the son 
of Peter and Dina (Giebel) Baumann, both born in Germany where they spent 
their childhood, emigrating to America when young, he conlng to Racine 
county, Wisconsin, in 1854, she having preceded him there in IS5o. and there 
they were married. The father’s death occurred on June 30, 1897. His 
widow survives, being now advanced in vears. Ten children were born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Baumann, eight of who are living. In politics the 
father was a Democrat, and in religious matters a devout Catholic. 

B. J. Baumann, of this review, was reared on the home farm, and there 
assisted with the general work when a boy, and he received his education in the 
coinmmon schools in Racine county. and early in life he directed his attention 
to farming for a livelihood, which he has followed to the present time, having 
been very successful as a general farmer and stock raiser. He is now the 
owner of one of the choice farms in Spring Prairie township, Walworth 
county, consisting of one hundred and fiftv-nine acres, whieh he has placed 
under a high state of improvement and cultivation, and he makes a specialty 
of dairying, keeping well informed on this and all matters pertiming to his 
chosen Hife-work. tle las a very pleasant home and aaintains a good set of 
outbuildings on his place. 

Politically, Mr. Baumann is a Democrat and more or less active in local 
party affairs. He is at present school treasurer. In religious matters he 
belongs to St. Charles Catholic church, being a liberal supporter of the same. 

Aly. Baumann was married in 1g03 to Enmia Reesman, who was born in 
Racine county, Wisconsin, on August 23. 1876. She is the daughter of Frank 
aul Ilizabeth (Fishman) Reesman, both born in Germany, from which 
country they emigrated to America in early life, locating in Racine county, 
this state. the father im a8st and the mother in IS44, and there they were 
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married, and to them three children were born. two of whom are living at this 
writing. Mr. Reesman was twice married, his first wife being known in her 
maidenhood as Elizabeth Rau. by whoin eleven children were born, three of 
whom are living. The death of Frank Reesman occurred on April 4, 1907. 
His widow is living in Burlington, this state. To Mr. and Mrs. Baumann five 
sons have been born, all of whom survive. namely: George Francis, Ralph 
Witham. Elmer Bernard. Waldo Joseph and Mark Henry. 





SIX MOU tO S COO Is: 


One of the most active, thoroughgoing and enterprisme farmers ot 
Lagrange township, Walworth county, is Seymour .\mos Cook. who has 
been contented to spend his life in his native community, wisely deciding that 
no better opportunities could be fonnd for the young man of energy and 
determination, and he has met with success as a farmer here. 

Mr. Cook was born in Whitewater township, this county, on August 21. 
1860. He is the son of \lvin Wesley Cook and Lucinda (Safford) Cook, 
both natives of New York, he born in Jefferson county and she in 
Allegany county. Alvin W. Cook came to Lagrange township, Walworth 
county, Wisconsin, in 1845, and in 1846 Lucinda Stafford came and here ther 
were married. Enght children were born to them. three of whom are living. 
Mr. Cook spent his lite ona farm here. owning one hundred and thirty acres. 
Politically. he was a Republican and he was assessor for twenty-seven vears 
In succession, and later he was again incumbent of this office for three years. 
He was well known and influential in lis community. Tle and his wife were 
members ot the Methodist church. 

Sevmour A. Cook was reared on the home farm where he began work- 
Ing when quite small. and he attended the rural schools in his district. .\bout 
twelve vears of his hfe have been spent engaged in merchandising, at whieh 
he was suceessful, but tor some time he has followed tarming, in which he is 
still engaged, owning fifty-seven acres. Ile makes a specialty of breeding 
Chester-White hogs, for which he finds a very ready market. 

In political matters, Mr. Cook 1s a Repubhean and he has been more or 
less active in local affairs. Ele was township clerk for about ten vears, and 
he is now serving his fourth vear as chairman of the town board. A. a 
public servant he has been most faithtul and given the utmost satis faetion 
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Mr. Cook was married in 1885 to Vira Holden. who was born in 
Lagrange township, \Walworth county, the daughter of Nathaniel Holden, an 
early settler of Lagrange township, now deceased. To Mr. and Airs. Cook 
one daughter and one son have been born. Raymond, died. aged eleven months. 
Edith L. is now the wife of George T. Packard, of Whitewater. 


Wetter CURTIS. 


Among the earnest and enterprising men whose depth of character has 
gamed him a prominent place in the community and the respect and confidence 
of his fellow citizens, is Walter Curtis, farmer and stock raiser of Geneva 
township. A man of decided views and laudable ambitions, his influence has 
ever made for the advancement of his kind and in the vocation to which his 
energies have been given through a long lapse of successful years he ranks 
aniong the representative farmers of the community. 

Mr. Curtis was born December 16, 185.4, in Lake Geneva, then a mere 
village. He is the son of Lewis Curtis and wife, a sketch of whom appears 
elsewhere in this work. 

The subject grew to manhood in his native town and attended the semi- 
nary there. When only seven or eight years old he assisted his father in the 
postothee, the elder Curtis having been the first postmaster at this place 
under Repubhcan administration, retaining the office eleven years, the com- 
mission having been signed by Lincoln, the subject remembering when it was 
received. .A\s the bov grew older he also assisted his father in his store and 
on his farm. Lewis Curtis kept a drug store, also handled farming imple- 
nents. Ile had bought land when he first came to Lake Geneva. 

Walter Curtis gave his entire attention to farning after reaching iman- 
hood. Ile was married on March 15, 1883, to Caroline lésther Ioote, of 
Crawfordsville, Indiana, a daughter of Lueien Andrew Foote and Susan 
Greer (Sunderland) loote, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this 
volume. She was born at Clayton, Indiana, but lived at Rockville until she 
was twelve years old, then accompanied the family to Crawfordsville, where 
her father had a book store, and afterwards for about eighteen years was 
deputy county clerk of that county, holding the othee under both the Re- 
publicans and Democrats, because of his efficiency. Ile was a gallant soldier 
in the Civil war. (See lus sketch in another part of this work.) 
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Aiter his marriage Walter Curtis and his wife took up their abode on 
one of the Curtis farms along the north shore of Lake Geneva and here they 
established a comfortable home. and he has been very successful as a general 
farmer. Mr. Curtis is a Prohibitionist and takes an active interest in pro- 
moting the principles of his party. 

Six children have been born to Walter Curtis and wife, five of whom are 
living, namely: Florence Belle married John Brooks and they live on land 
belonging to Mr. Brooks, near the city of Lake Geneva: they have three 
children, Elizabeth May, Icliott Lucien and Caroline Emogene. Lucien 
Humphrey Curtis married Agda Brandt and lives on the Curtis farm. Junia 
Foote Sunderland Curtis died when seven aud one-half years old. Constance 
Elizabeth is teaching in the public schools. Lewis William is on the farm 
with his father. \Valter Hiram is at home and attending school. 

Mr. Curtis and family belong to the Congregational chureh. They stand 
high in the community in all circles. 


SOW De Wy eer ive 


Throughout an active and interesting career duty has ever been the 
motive of action with George Delavan [earee, one of the old setllers and 
well-known agriculturists vf the southern part of Walworth county, and 
usefulness to his fellow men has by no means been a secondary consideration 
with him. Thus strong and forceful in his relations with his fellows, he has 
gained the good will and commendation of his associates and the general 
public, retaining lis reputation among men of integrity and Ingh character, 
and never losing the dignity which is the birthright of the true gentleman, 

Mr. Pearce was born at New Hartford, Oneida county, New York, 
January 26, 1832. Ile is the son of William and my (Dodge) Pearce. Tle 
is descended from Nathan and Abigail (Spink) Pearce, who were married on 
October 8, 1724, and they lived in Rhode Island, probably near Providence. 
Nathan Pearcé was a minister of the Baptist chureh This family consisted of 
nine children, of whoin the youngest, William, was born September 12, 07.45, 
old style calendar (September 23, new style), at Providence. tbe was a mem- 
her of the New York State Militia during the Revolutionary war, and he saw 
service along the Hudson river. }lis wife, Chloe Carey, was born on June 6, 
1746, married March 2, 1766, and died September 4.1778. Mller father was 
also a minister. Six children were born to William Pearce by lity first wite. 
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Ilis second wife was Lydia Birdsall, who was born August 20, 1757, married 
February 7, 17—, and to this union four children were born, William being 
the eldest, and he was the father of George D. Pearce, of this sketch, William, 
father of the subject, was born June 15, 1784, in Dutchess county, New York. 
He married .\my Dodge, May 18, 1809. She was born in Dutchess county, 
New York, April 18, 1789, and im that county the parents of the subject lived 
about £816 when they came to Oneida county, New York. They became the 
parents of thirteen children: Lorenzo Dow being the eldest, and George 
Delavan, of this review, was the twelfth in order of birth. The eighth child 
was Jonathan Howland Pearce. He Hved in Walworth probably seven or 
eight years before and during the war, returning to New York in November, 
1864. A sister, Eliza, married Justus Moak, September 7, 1853, and came 
to Wisconsin in the fall of 1854 and they lived at Watertown, where he was 
postmaster for a number of years. 

George D. Pearce lived in Oneida county, New York, until im April, 
1854. On April 18th of that year he was united im marriage with Enuly 
Jane Baker, daughter of James and Ann (Brakeficld) Baker. Sle was born 
in Oneida county, New York, June 3, 1836. Fler parents came from Lon- 
don, England, and they were natives of Maidstone, county Kent, England. 
They came first to Philadelphia later moving to Oneida county, New York, 
not long before Mrs. Pearce was born, and they moved to Walworth county, 
Wisconsin, about 1858 and after a short residence with Mr. Pearce moved 
to Waukesha county, where Mrs. baker died, atter which Mr. Baker returned 
to Walworth and lived with his son, Benjamin Baker, who then farmed at 
what is now part of Walworth village. \Vhen Benjanun moved to Minnesota, 
Mr. Baker moved there and spent tlie rest of his life in that state. 

The day of their marriage George D. Vearce and wife started for \Vis- 
consin, After spending three months at Delavan, he bought a farm of eight 
acres in section 20, Walworth township, Walworth county, also bought forty 
acres near the lake. He paid sixteen dollars au acre for the land, getting 
half a crop. He got one dollar and fifty cents per bushel for his wheat during 
the Crimean war and ina few years he had a good start in the new country. 
Ile then bought sixty-six and two-thirds acres in the northwestern half of 
section 29, Walworth township. ]1e remained on the first eighty ten years, 
then sold it and bought where he now lives in 1864. His present fine farm is 
in section 18. He became the owner of over one hundred and eighty acres 
and here he has ved ever sice. Ile has lived in only three different houses 
in his life, one in New York, one in section 20, this township, and the one 
which he new occupies. Tle never owned a firearm and never saw a fist fight. 
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Within a month after he located in Walworth townslup he was called on 
tu contribute to the erection of the First Bapust ehureh, and lie did so, and he 
has been an earnest member of the chureh for years. Ile has been a deacon 
for thirty or forty vears, and he was clerk of the chureh jor thirty \ears 

Fight children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Pearce se\llaia Wlack barn 
April 4, 1855, married James M. Weeks, November 10, 1875, and she lived 
at Delavan about five years and two vears at Darien, then went to Pipestone, 
Minnesota, where they lived seven years, then returned to Delavan and 
spent ten years. Mr. \Weeks was a merchant, was born February 26, 1S4y, 
and died in December, 1906, his wife preceding him to the grave on January 
29. 1904. They were the parents of five children: George. who died when 
seventeen years old: Grace, who married Will Harrison; Mary, who married 
Frank E. Wire, lives in Denver, and they have four children, Justin, Marian, 
Dorothy and a baby girl that died in infaney: Belle Weeks married Frank 
Roland and lives at San Antonio, Texas: Pearl Weeks is living at Walworth 
with Mr. Pearce. Theodore Hurd Pearee, born August 2y, 1857, lived on 
the hone iarm until he was grown, then worked a year at the Deaf and Dumb 
Institute, after which he spent some time in Dakota and Minnesota, then 
returned to the home tarm, after which he rented a fann in Sharon township 
and lived there about two years; on October 18, 1881, he married Carrie J. 
Teeter, daughter of Henry and Sarah (Joyner) Teeter: she was born in 
Sharon township, this county, her people having come here fron: Schoharie 
county, New York, in the carly days, her parents being descended from the 
early Dutch of New York. After his marriage Theodore Tl. Pearee rented 
another farin, on which he remained a season, then bought a farm in Boone 
county, Hlmois, and lived there ten years; he owned this farm. .\fter selling 
it he bought eighty acres in Sharon township, this county, but did not live on 
it, having moved to the farm uwned by his wite’s father, where he remained, 
taking care of the old people, until] January, r8y8, when he moved to Franklin 
county, Tennessee, and bought one hundred and thirty-six aeres on which 
he tarmed. IJiis wife died on August 17, 1&8y9. In September, 1yoo, he 
returned to Wisconsin, driving a team all the way; he farmed two years on 
his tathers place, then purchased it and has since farmed for lintself. Six 
children were born to Theodore TI. Pearee, namely: Alma, who married 
ID. M. Edens. of Tennessee, now lives at Tweedie, Washington, near Spokane ; 
they have two children, Walter Robert and Carrie Talitha; Mr. Edens Ins 
a farm of one hundred and sixty acres there. Tfern May Pearce married 
William D. Sutton and they also live near Tweedie, Washington, where Mr. 
Sutton has one hundred and twenty-five aeres of land, and they have one 
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daughter, Mary. Sarah Emily Pearce married Howard Flores and they live 
in Denver, where he 1s an architect and fruit grower, and they have one 
daughter, Ina. Grace Emma Pearce is attending college at Beloit in her 
senior vear. Lawrence Bernard Pearee, born November 6, 1895, died in 
infancy. Edith Georgia Pearce is attending school. Theodore H. Pearce 
was again married on September 19, 1901, to Mildred P. Moore, daughter 
of McChesney and Naney (Hawkins) Moore. She was born in Franklin 
county, Tennessee, where her parents both died. Four children were born 
of this marriage, Mildred Alice. Theodore Arvin, Dorothy Jrene and Elna 
Louise. 

Emily Baker Pearee, third child of George D. Pearce, of this sketeh., 
was born July 2, 1860. She married Herman R. .\daims, December 15, 1881, 
a broker in Denver, and they have one son, Royal. born November 30, 1882. 
tle marricd Mattie A. Yoxall, October 1, 1907, and they have two children, 
Roval H. and Marjorie Eleanore. 

George Benjamin Pearce, next child of the subject, was born September 
23, 1863. He married I¢fhe E. Lloyd, October 1, 1889. He lived at Janes- 
ville until his wife died in Mareh, 1907, leaving two children, Rexford 
DeWitt and Nlalvern. After the death of the wife and mother. George 
Pearce moved to Whitewater and there he has sinee engaged in gardening 
and fruit growing: he has reeently moved to Lima Center. 

Grace Anna Pearce. the next of the subject's children, was born Oetober 
11, 1866. She married William J. Peets, August 4, 1886, and lived in 
Waupon and Walworth. Mir. Peets, who was a civil and mechanical engi- 
neer, died February 6, 1892, leaving two children, Wilbur J.. Jr.. and George 
Kemeth Peets, both now attending the technical department of Cincinnati 
Lniversity. Mrs. Peets married Rev. Joseph Jenkins, November 22, 1808. 
He is a minister in the Baptist church, having been pastor of the First 
Baptist church at Walworth seven years and at Toulon, Illinois, for seven 
vears. He is now at Macomb, that state. They have one daughter, Fanily 
Nay. 

William tfenry Pearce, the next of the subject's children, was born 
August 31, 1871. We married Dora N. Christiansom@esepremher 22.gieq. 
and they live at Lima Center, Roel: county, Wisconsin, where he has a general 
store. but he formerly engaged in farming: they have five children, J. How- 
land, [lerman. .Anders, nul and Perey. l*rankre’fames, seventh in order 
of birth of George 1). Pearee’s children, was born Mareh 5, 1874. and died 
int infancy. Charles Sumner, the youngest of the children, was born Septem- 
her to, 1827, Fe marricd on June 21, 1909, Viniane@aats ot Goisicana 
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Texas, and they live in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he is interested in the 
Johnson Soap Works, and he has an active part in its management. They 
have one daughter, Jane Pearce. 

The subject's children have all received excellent training and they are 
well situated in hfe, and are highly respected wherever they live. 





FRANK CUSACK. 


The gentleman whose name heads this sketeh has long enjoyed prestige 
as a leading citizen in the community in which he resides, and as an Official 
agamst whose record no word of suspicion was ever uttered. For many 
years Mr. Cusack has been an important factor in the history of Walworth 
county. [lis prominence in the community is the legitimate result of genuine 
merit and ability, and in every relation of life, whether in the humble sphere 
of private citizenship or as a trusted official with many responsibilities resting 
upon him, his many excellencies of character and the able and impartial man- 
ner mm which he has discharged his every duty have won for him an envied 
reputation as an enterprising and representative self-made man. In Mr. 
Cusack’s veins flows the blood of a long line ot sterling Irish ancestors, in 
fact. he himselt is only of the second generation of this great people in the 
United States. 

rank Cusack grew to manhood on the homestead here and he assisted 
with the general work about the place when of proper age. }le received his 
education in the public schools of Darien. [early in life he turned lis atten- 
tion to farming for a livelihood and has been very successful as a general 
farmer and stock raiser, being now the owner of one of the choice farms in 
section 22, Darien township, consisting of one hundred and sixty acres, which 
he has placed under excellent modern improvements and on which he has a 
pleasant home and a good set of outhmidings. In connection with general 
farming he is making a specialty of dairying, for whieh he ts well equipped im 
every way, and has a good grade of cows. 

Mr. Cusack was married on February 3. tgo2. to Elizabeth Flyin. 
daughter of Richard and Elizabeth (Stewarts Flynn, a highly respected 
family of Darien township, this county, where they have become very well 
established through their enterprise and honorable dealings. 

Frank Cusack, farmer of Darien township, Walworth county, was born 
on February 14. 1872. in this township, and he has been content to spend his 
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life right here at home. It would have been hard for him to have tound a 
better place. Ile is the son of Patrick and Ellen (Sullivan) Cusack, both 
natives of Ireland, where they spent their earlier years and went to school and 
from there they emigrated to Canada in 1851 and engaged in farming until 
1857, in which year they moved to Darien township, Walworth county, Wis- 
consin, and there he worked out as a farm hand until 1870, in which year he 
father purchased a good farm in Darien township, which he improved and 
on which he spent the balance of his life, dying in November, 1g06, and there, 
on the old homestead, which he left in excellent condition, his widow still 
resides. 

Eight children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Cusack, named as tol- 
lows: Mary, now Mrs. Moran; John; Nellie is deceased; MI. E., James, 
Julia; Frank, of this sketch; Agnes is deceased. 

To Mr. and Mrs. Cusack two children have been born, namely: Eliza- 
beth, born February 7, 1903: and Loretta, born July 13, 1905. 

Politically, Mr. Cusack is a loyal Republican and more or less active in 
local party affairs. He was assessor of his township for a period ot eight 
years, filling this office in a manner that won the hearty approval ot all con- 
cerned. He is at present treasurer of the Darien high school. He is a mem- 
her of the Equitable Fraternal Union, an insurance order, and the Modern 
Woodinen and the Knights of Columbus. Religiously, he is a faithful mem- 
ber of the Catholic church. 





8 i BO A Peony ae 


“Earn thy reward; the gods give naught to sloth,” said the old Greek 
sage, LEpicharmus, and the truth of the admonition has been verified in 
human affairs in all the ages which have rolled their course since his day. 
William Edgar Massey, farmer of Linn township and scion of one oi the 
worthy old families of \Walworth county, has, by ceaseless toil and endeavor, 
attained a large degree of success in his chosen calling and has gained the 
respect and contidence of men. 

Mr. Massey was born near his present home on February 2, 1869. Ile 
is the son of William and Mary (Delaney) Alassey, the father born near 
Cork, in county Limerick, Ireland. \When about eighteen years old he and 
his three brothers, George, Charles and John, and their mother emigrated 
to America, the father having died in Ireland. The mother and her four 
sons first spent a few years in New York and other points in the East, then 
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Wilham Massey came to Linn township, Walworth county, Wisconsin, and 
here worked nine years tor General Boyd, being about twenty-two years old 
when he came here. .\fter nine vears he purchased a farm of eighty acres, 
later buying sixty acres additional, and made his permanent home near the 
center of Linn township. Ife was married in i801 to Mary Delaney, daugh- 
ter of Thomas and Ehzabeth (Brown) Delaney, both born in Ireland, Thomas 
Delaney being trom county Nilkenny and his wile front Munster. Elizabeth 
Brown came to .\merica when twelve vears old with her parents, George and 
Ann Brown, this family settling in Lyons township, this county, being among 
the pioneers. ‘The Browns and Delaneys both came to .\merica in the thirties 
and located first in Michigan, where they spent two or three vears, and there 
Thomas Delaney and Ann Brown were married. Then Thomas Delaney aud 
his brother-in-law. John Brown, and James Curran, another brother-in- 
law of Delaney's, caine to \Wisconsin on a prospecting tour and located in 
Walworth county, Thomas Delaney entering two hundred acres trom the 
government i section 33, Lyons townslip, in 1840, lis land being located 
three miles east of Geneva. Ar. Curran entered land near there also, and the 
srowns entered land three miles farther east. 

The family ot Thomas Delaney consisted ot the following children: 
George, .\nn, Mary, Margaret, John, William, Thomas, Jane, Dennis, lliza- 
beth, Patrick Henry, James and Valentine. 

Thomas Delaney and wife spent the rest of their lives on the land they 
first secured here and there reared their large tanuly and died there. and 
there Mary lived until she married William Massey. JAfter his marriage 
William Massey purchased his farm in Linn township, and there spent most 
of his life and reared his family of nine children, who were named as follows: 
Elizabeth, len, George. Martha, Gertrude, Cecily, William, Ifrank and Femina 
(not named in the order of birth). 

In 1g04 William Massey retired from farming and he and his wite 
moved tu Chicago where his death oceurred in 1906. Mrs. Massey now makes 
her home with her daughter, [llen, wite of George Boyden, an clectrician ; 
Elizabeth is the wile of Thomas W. Slavin, of Geneva township; George 
married Margaret Doyle and has a good tarniin Linn township, Willian 
Edgar is the subject of this sketch; rank married) Frances emley.. wit 
Chicago, and lives on the farm lett by his fathers lemma married George 
Kenney and lives at Janesville, Wisconsin; Martha is a Sister of Merey in 
a convent in Milwaukee: Gertrude lives in Colorado; Ceeily married Arthur 


Moynihan. 
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Willam Ik. Massey grew to manhood on his father’s farm in Linn 
township and was educated in the local schools. On February 22, 1&8 8. he 
was united in marriage with Mary Tullevy, daughter of Andrew and Mary 
(Quincannon) Tulley. She was born at Delavan and lived in Lake Geneva 
most of her life. Her parents were natives of Ireland. Mary Quincannon 
was the daughter of Michael and Bridget Quincannon, very early settlers 
near Lake Geneva. Alrs. Massey's mother died when she was five vears 
old. Her father is still living near Delavan, where he is engaged in farming. 

Wilham E. Massey and wife have three children, namely: Earl Will- 
iain Joseph, born March 12, 1889; Mary Genevieve, born lfebruary 6, 1go1: 
Katherine Evelyne, bop expiiees. 1904. 

For four years after their marriage William E. Massey and wife lived 
on the farm now owned by George Massey in section 21. .After four years 
there he bought the farm where he now lives in the northeast quarter of sec- 
tion 21, Linn township, adjoining the brother's farm, where he had rented 
before Luying a farm of his own. He has been very successful as a gen- 
eral farmer and ‘stock raiser. The subject and family belong to the Catholic 
church at Lake Geneva, and fraternally he belongs to the Catholic Order of 
loresters. 


LUCIEN Nhe OOTE. 


The ltte record of such a man as the late lucien 2 igi ootew on 
many vears one of the pronunent citizens of Montgomery county, Indiana, 
is worthy of perpetuation on the pages of history, for in it may be gleaned 
many valuable lessons, for he was a man of sterling characteristics of head 
and heart and left behind him a heritage of which his descendants and friends 
may well be proud. Ile was the son of .\ndrew I*oote. who was born at 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, on December 15, 1786, and he was a son of Thomas 
and Jane Foote. .\ceording to family tradition, four generations before .\n- 
drew Foote the family came from Wales to Ireland between the years 1680 
to r6go. The aneestor in the third generation before the subject was born 
during the siege of Londonderry, 1690. Jlis son Thomas afterwards re- 
sided in Rapho, provinee of Ulster, and there reared his fanuly. One of his 
sous, Thomas, father of .\udrew l°oole, eiiteratcdicme meric ine 
landing in Philadelphia and married Janet Roan at Middleton, Pennsylvania. 
In 1778 and thev settled in Carlyle, that state. .\bout 178% they moved to 
Ballimore, Marvland, where they resided a number of vears, then returned 
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to Carlisle, then mm 1793 moved to Ohio and there he spent the rest of his 
hte, dying in Adams county in 1806, when fifty-two years old. 

Thomas S. Foote. son of the above named gentleman, married Mary 
Tweed, daughter of Archibald Tweed, of Clermont county, Ohio. le was 
au attorney -at-law. Archibald Tweed married Jeannette Patterson in Penn- 
sylvama and 1117y8 moved to what is now Ripley county, Ohio, and reared a 
large tannly, one of whom, Jane. married Andrew [oote. Ancestors of the 
Tweed tamily lived in the north of Scotland, the name having probably 
originated from the Tweed river, or cice dersa. .\ndrew and Jane (Tweed) 
Foote were the parents of Mlajor ltoote. The mother way born Perimper 7, 
1787. Susan Greer Sunderland loote, mentioned above. died on wN\pril a, 
1858. 

Maj. Lucien A. Foote was born in Batavia county, Ohio, December 16, 
1824. In April, 1833. he moved with the family to Indiana, locating at 
Rockville, where the tather engaged in the general merehandise business. 
Lucien acquired such education as he could in the common sehools and he 
assisted his father in his business when a boy. On Alarch g, 1849, he started 
with a party overland to Califorma. .\t that time all west of the Mississipp 
river was a vast wilderness. The trip with ox teams required nearly six 
months, they arriving there in September, Major lcote located in Placerville 
and remained there two years engaged in nuning, then returned to Rock- 
ville, Indiana, where, on December 31, 1851, he was umted m marriage with 
Susan G. Sunderland. a daughter of John and ——— (Page) Sunderland. 
She was born in Rockville in 1833 and her death occurred on April i, r8se, 
in that town. Her parents were pioneers in Parke county, Indiana. 

Three daughters were born to Major Foote and wite: Mrs. Toward Ts. 
Proctor, of Chicago; Mrs. William FI. Stevens, of Versailles, Missouri: and 
Mrs. Walter Curtis, of Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. \bout two vears after the 
death of his first wile the Major was united in marriage with .\melia | \nn 
Holt. of Madison, Wisconsin, who now survives im and hives with Ars. 
Walter Curtis, of Lake Geneva. 

In October, 1850, Major Foote was elected auditor of Parke county, 
Indiana, and he served in that capacity unul the Civil war broke ont, when he 
recruited a company and was clected captain of Company \. Fourteenth [n- 
diana Volunteer Infantry. Tle resigned on account of disability and: atter- 
wards enlisted in Company ©, Seventy-eighth Indiana Volunteer Intantry, 
He was captured with part of the regiment in Uniontown, Kentucky, Sep- 
tember 1, 1862, and sent home ona parole. Viter his exchange was effected 
he re-enlisted in Company G, One Tiamedred and Thirty-third Indiana Vohun 
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teer Infantry, and was comnnussioned major of that regiment. He was a 
splendid officer and won the admiration of his men and superior officers. 

In Mareh, 1865, the Major moved to Crawfordsville, Indiana, and 
engaged in the book and stationery business several vears. For more than 
sixty vears he was a very prominent Mason, reaching by gradual succession 
the highest office in the gift of the order, grand master of the grand lodge, 
and was one of the most widely known and influential men in the order in 
the United States. THe was a charter member of MePherson Post, Grand 
Army of the Republic, of Crawfordsville, Indiana, also a charter member of 
the Loval Legion of Indiana, and at the time of his death he was chaplain of 
the order. He lived to be nearly eighty-six vears old, his death occurring at 
the home of his daughter, Mrs. Walter Curtis, near Lake Geneva, Wiscon- 
sin, December 1, 1910, after an unusually active, honorable and useful career. 

The Major was an intimate friend of many celebrated people of lis day 
and generation. Ina copy of “Ben-Hur,” written by Gen. Lew Wallace. his 
fellow townsman at Crawfordsville, Indiana, we find the following written 
by the great author himself: “Major Foote asks me to write my name here. 
and as Iam an ancient friend of his, | can refuse him nothing. Lew Wal- 
lace, February 1, 1889." 


PE NER oi Be Io. 


At the outset of lis career Henry Naimball, fariner and stoek raiser of 
Bloomfield township, Walworth county, realized that the foundation of all 
achievement is earnest, persistent labor, so he did not seek any roval road to 
the goal of prosperity and independence, but began to work earnestly and 
diligently to advance himself, and the result has been most satisfactory, and 
While still young in years he has become owner of an excellent farm and a 
comfortable home and takes his place in the ranks of those men who, while 
bettering their own condition, lend a helping hand to public improvements 
as well and is therefore entitled to the esteem of their fellow men. This 
Mir. Kimball can certainly claim. 

The subjeet was born on the farm where he now resides in the northern 
part of Bloomheld township, Walworth county, June 26, 1878. Tle is the 
son oi Caspar J. and Christina Kimball, and is a brother of Lewis AA. Kim- 
hall, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work, and in which will be 
found the Kimball ancestry. Thowever, suffice it to sav here that his father 
was born i Saxony, Germany, and Ins mother in Grolsheim. Germany, near 
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the city of Worms. and they spent their childhood days in the fatherland, 
and when young enngrated to .\merica and married in this country. The 
father came with the pioneers to Walworth county in the fitties and here be- 
came well established through thritt and industry. 

Ifenrs Wimball grew to manhood on the home farm and when voung he 
worked out by the month three or four vears. Ele was married in 1go2 to 
Freda Ptatt, daughter of Carl Lows Ptaft and Bertha (Kuempel) Pfaff. She 
was born i Wernshansen. Saxe-Memingen, Germany. She came to .Amerien 
in T882 with her parents and the rest of the family. Phey located at Mauston, 
Juneau county, Wisconsin, and lived there until her marriage. Mr. Pfaff is a 
successtul tarmer, still hiving i Juneau county. 

Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. tlenry Wimball, three of whom 
are living at this writing, namely: Marian died when about nine months old; 
Thedora, Helen and Louis are at home. 

After his marriage Mr. Kimball took up farming for himselt on the old 
homestead and has lived here ever since. Ele owns one hundred and twenty 
acres of excellent land, which he has placed under good improvements and 
cultivation, his labors being annually repaid by bounteous harvests, due to his 
skillful management and his close attention to Ins work. Tor a time he car- 
ried on butter making, but found it detrimental to his health and abandoned 
the same. Mr. Wimball is a worthy member of the Methodist Episcopal 


church. 


TOBA E NI lil ae 


Hobart M. Hatch. one of the most progressive and painstaking agricul- 
turists and stock raisers ot Linn township, Walworth county, is a worthy 
representative of the great middle class of Nnglo-Saxons trom which the true 
noblemen of our republic spring: for it is a fact patent to all contemplative 
minds that those who belong to the respectable middle class of society, bemyg 
carly taught the necessity of relying upon themselves, depending upon their 
own exertions. will be more apt to acquire that intormation and those busi- 
ness habits which alone can fit them to discharge lite’s duties in a commendd- 
able manner, and, indeed. it has long been a noticeable tact that our great 
men in nearly all walks of life in \imerica spring trom this clits. 

Mr. Ilatech was born in the central part of dann township, Walworth 
county, Wisconsin, on the farm where he now lives, May 3. 1861, and he has 
been contented to spend his lite in tus home community. Tle as the sen ot 
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Seymour Norman Hatch and Mary (Stoneall) Hatch, a complete sketch of 
whom appears elsewhere in this work. 

Mr. [latch grew up on his father's farm and there assisted with the 
general work when quite young. He received his education in the public 
schuols here, also the seminary at Lake Geneva. His father had one of the 
finest farms in the southern part of the county, consisting of seven hundred 
acres, and Hobart M. Hatch was placed in charge of the place while yet a 
young man, managing it in an able and satisfactory manner. \Vith the ex- 
ception of one year spent in California, he has spent his life on the hoime- 
stead and is regarded as one of the most up-to-date and skillful of our general 
farmers. [lis judgment of live stuck is also equal to that of any ot his con- 
temporaries in the county. 

Mr. Hatch was married on September 22, 1898, to Mary Grimm, daugh- 
ter of John Chalmer Grimm and Lillian Amanda (Eshelmann) Grimm. She 
was born at Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, and from there moved to Cleveland, 
where she lived most of the time up to 1897, when she came to Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin. Five children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Hatch, namely: 
Helen May, Lester Franklin, Dorothy, Seymour Norman and Donald Hobart. 

Mr. [tatch has been a member of the town board, and he and his tamnly 
belong to the Congregational church. [le 1s a progressive Repubhean and 1s 
a imember of the Republican county committee, also chairman of the central 
committee for Linn township. [le is regarded as a local leader and wields a 
potent influence in public affairs. Je is a man of broad ideas and is ot 
genial and obliging address, so that he enjoys the conhdence and good will of 
all with whom he has come into contact, his honesty of purpose being un- 


questioned. 





BARI Y Tie COCROr Ie 


The gentleman to whom the reader's attention is now directed was not 
favored by inherited wealth or the assistance of intluential friends, but in 
spite of these, by perseverance, industry and a wise economy, he has attained a 
comfortable station in life, and is well and favorably known throughout 
Walworth county as a result of the industrious life he has lived here tor many 
years, being regarded by all who know him as aman of suund business princi- 
ples, thoroughly up-to-date in all phases of agriculture and stock raising and 
as aonyin who, while advancing his mdividual interests, does not neglect his 


veneral duties as a e1tizen. 
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Harry Elmer Cocroit was born in Rochester, Racine county, Wisconsin, 
ou March 7, 1867, the son of Joseph E. and Ann (Woodhead) Coeroit, an 
excellent old family, long influential in the affairs of southeastern Wisconsin, 
a complete sketch of whom wall be found an another page of this work. 

Harry E. Cocroft, the present efficient superintendent of the famous 
Ceylon Court farm near the city of Lake Geneva, bas devoted his life to 
agricultural pursuits with marked success, having received excellent training 
on the home tari, where he grew to manhood, assisting with the general work 
during the crop seasons, and in the winter time he attended the neighboring 
schools. When twenty-one years old he left home and went to North Dakota, 
where he spent two years in charge of a big farm. He then accepted a posi- 
tion with the American Express Company at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, and 
was with this company until tg01, becoming one of their most faithful and 
trusted employes. In that year J. J. Mitchell. well known Chicago capitalist 
and horse man, began developing Cevlon Court farm near the shores of Lake 
Geneva, and Mr. Cocroft was employed by him. .\fter three months in a 
subordinate position, he was put in charge of the farm and directed the tn- 
provements, also bought all the live stock for the place, Mr. Mitchell having 
trusted everything ahnost entirely to Iis judgment. He has also had the 
hiring of the men who work on the tarm, and has a large foree under his 
direction. He drew up the plans and specifications for the buildings (de- 
scribed elsewhere), which are regarded by all who see them as models of 
their kind, and they were built under his supervision. .\nd he is still work- 
ing on plans for juture improvements. 

Although Mr. Cocroit was compelled to leave school when only eleven 
vears old and take up the work of a man, which he has continued ever since, 
he has found time to do a great deal of home study and is theretore a self 
educated man in the most hberal terms, being tamiliar with various brancltes 
of literature, science and art, familiarizing hanselt especially with all phases of 
agricultural, horticultural, stock raising, landscape gardening and architecture, 
and after his daily work he has often studied late into the night-in fact, has 
ever been a profound student. 

Myr. Cocroft was married in 1891 to Catherine Moon, of Lake Geneva, 
the daughter of William and Margaret (Foster) Moon, a highly respected 
family of this community. To the subject and wite two sons and one daugh- 
ter were born, namely: Lloyd [everett, Glen Fear] and Marguerite. The wite 
and mother passed to her rest in rgor, and in 1go4 Mr. Cocrott was united in 
marriage with Clara Griniger, of Lake Geneva. daughter of John and Mary 
(Giesic) Griniger, an excellent German fainily, the parents both natives of the 

(44) 
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empire, having emigrated to Lake Geneva in early life, first living, however, 
near Vienna, Wisconsin, where their daughter, Clara, was born. 

Mr. Cocroft is a quiet, practical man, obliging and thoroughly enamored 
of his work, consequently does it exceptionally well and he can claim a wide 
circle of friends throughout this locality. 





Pie tonweleses PIL SON. 


The record of Almon L. Peterson, a successful farmer ot Whitewater 
township, Walworth county, is that of an enterprising gentleman whose Ife 
has been very intimately associated with the material prosperity and moral 
advancement of this locality during the most progressive period of tts history, 
and he has always been found on the right side of questions looking to the 
development of his county m any way. 

Mr. Peterson was born in Richmond township, this county, on April 4, 
1860. He is the son of Oliver H. and Mary (Halderson) Peterson, both 
natives of Norway, the father born in 1830 and the mother in 1829. He 
came to Walworth county, Wisconsin, in 1849 with his parents, John and 
Carrie (Valley) Holden, the father dying the second day after landing, and 
he was buried in Richmond township. His widow subsequently married John 
Arveson, whose death occurred in 1872, and in 1879 she passed away. She 
was born in 1793. Mary Halderson came to Walworth county in 1849 and 
the parents of the subject were married in Delavan, this county. Their 
family consisted of seven children, four of whom are hving. Oliver IT. 
Peterson devoted his life to farming and beeame the owner of one hundred 
and fifty-four acres. IHs death occurred im 1909 and his wife died in 1908. 

Almon L. Peterson was reared on the home farm and received his edu- 
cation in the public schools of his township and the Whitewater Normal. [le 
has continued farming from boyhood and he purchased one hundred and 
forty acres in Sugar Creek township, which he later sold, then came to White- 
water township, three miles east of his former place, and purchased one hun- 
dred and seventy-six acres, known as the “Big Spring” farm. Here he has 
been most successful as a general farmer and stock raiser, carrying on dairy- 
ing and breeding Jersey cattle. 

Politically. Mr. Peterson is a Republican, and he was: assessor of Sugar 
Creek township for a year, and was also a member of the school board tor a 
year. [le was assessor in Wlitewater township tor three vears, and was 
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township chairman one year, filling these various positions with much eredit 
and satisfacuon. Ele belongs to the Methodist church. 

Mr. Peterson was married on January 23, 1895, to Laura Larsen, who 
came to Wisconsin in 1871. She is the daughter of Peter and Mary (Ras- 
mussen) Larson, both born in Denmark, where they were reared. .\bout 
1838 they emigrated to America, and soon came on to Neenah, Winnebago 
county, Wisconsin. Her father’s death occurred in Oconto county, this state, 
in 1908, and his widow is still living there. To the subject and wife tivo 
children have been born, namely: Ira L.. born May 13, t&96, and .\Imon 
Harold, born March 19, 1898. 





EDWIN GEORG Pics 


It is sate to say that Bloomfield township has no more painstaking tiller 
of the soil than Edwin George Price, a very creditable representative of one 
of the old families of Walworth county, and a descendant of thrifty Germans, 
many of whose estimable qualities seem to have outerupped in him. 

Mr. Price was born in this township October 20, 1859, and here he has 
been content to spend his life. Ile is the son of Caspar and Christene 
(Kessler) Price, both natives of Saxony, Germany, where they grew up and 
were married, wnaking their home near Schmalkalten, Sehpringstille, until 
1852. and there two of their sons, twins, Godfrey and Ferdinand, were born. 
In 1852 the fannly emigrated to New York, and spent one year in Pennsvl- 
vanla, then came to Wisconsin and located in section 15, Bloomfield township, 
Walworth county. There were no railroads here at that time and even the 
wagon roads were tew and poorly kept. People traveled mostly on foot or 
horseback. Here the parents of the subject spent the rest of their. lives. 
Godtrey Price married Julia Chapin, daughter of John Chapin, and he farmed 
in Bloomfield township most of his life, and bis death occurred at) Genoa 
Junction in the winter of tgo2. Ferdinand Price marricd Bertha Steffen. of 
Simache, Pommern, Germany. daughter of Tred and Wilhelmina Steffens: he 
is farming in the west part of Bloomfield township on his own farm, and he 
has a family; Caspar Price died October 6, 1883, in lis seventieth year, and 
his wite, Christene l’rice, died on Mav 3, 1802. 

Edwin G. Price, of this sketch, grew to manhood on the home farm in 
Bloomfield township and lived there most of the time until lis marriage, in 
1883. to Wilhelmina Krause, daughter of Nugnst and Gusta Cel) Krause, 
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a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. Alrs. Price was born near 
Berlin. Germany. Wer mother died in the old country, from the results of a 
conflagration in which their city, Deutsch Kronin, was nearly wiped out. The 
mother and her child, only three hours old when the fire started. were exposed 
to the cold, which was too severe for them to bear. The father had already 
made preparations to come to .\merica, and after the death of his first wife 
he married again and came on to the United States, bringing Wilhelmina and 
her brother, Julius Edward Krause, now of Lyons. this county. 

Edwin G. Price bought the farm where he now lives at the time of his 
marriage, this place consisting of one hundred and six acres in sections 17 
and 20, Bloomfield townslup. The place was without improvements, not 
even a fence on it. Myr. Price has, through years of close, persistent work, 
brought it up to a high standard of improvement and cultivation, and is suc- 
cesstully engaged in general farming and stock raising. 

For nine years Mr. Price was treasurer of the school board, also served 
as clerk of the board for some time. Jle has never been an office seeker or a 
politician, preferring to devote his attention to lus farm and home. He raises 
fine cattle, formerly keeping full blooded Holsteins, and he now raises reg- 
istered Jerseys, his fine stock being greatly adnured by all. 

Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Price, the oldest, Emma, 
dying when thirteen years old, on January 24, 1897: Carrie, who has remained 
single; Louis, who married Dagmar Langkilde, daughter of Carl and Rosa 
Langkilde, of Bloomfield Center; Louis lives at Genoa Junction, being em- 
ploved in the Borden milk plant; Ethel, Chester and Edith Price, the younger 
children of the subject, live at home. Ar. Price and family all belong to 
the Lutheran church at Lake Geneva. 


WALTER EDWAKD LEDGige 


The enterprise of Walter Edward Ledger, well known farmer and stock 
raiser Ot Linn township, Walworth county, has been-crowned by success, as 
a result of rightly applied principles which never fail in their ultimate effect 
When coupled with integrity, uprightness and a congenial disposition, as they 
have been done in the present instance, judging from the high standing of 
the subject among lis fellow citizens, whose undivided esteem he has justly 
won and retained. Ile is the scion of one of the early families of this town- 
ship, members of which have lived to take a more or less conspicuous part in 
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the transtormation of the same from the wilderness of a halt centnry ago lo 
the present, with its fine farms and pleasant homes, and they have not only 
aided in the material development, but have also done their full share in 
promoting the civic and moral welfare of the community, being known as 
advocates ot wholesome hving, both in public and private Hfe. and the many 
adnurable characteristics of the elder Ledgers seem to be fostered in the 
subject. 

Mr. Ledger was born on the farm where he now lives in Linn town- 
ship, Walworth county, Wisconsin, on October 29, 1868. THe is the son of 
Thomas and Fannie (Shepherd) Ledger, both natives of england, the father 
born in Lincolnshire, and there they spent the earlier years of their hves. It 
was about 1850 when Thomas Ledger emigrated to -\merica. lle visited 
many parts of the country before setthng permanently, and he spent con- 
siderable time in Michigan, also came to Walworth county, Wisconsin, fora 
while, then returned to England about three years atter lis arrival on our 
shores, and while on this trip he and Fannie Shepherd were married. Soon 
afterwards they returned to the United States and purchased forty acres. 
the northwest quarter of the northwest quarter of section 23, Linn town- 
ship, comprising the farm where his son, Walter E., of this sketeh, now 
resides. and here he established his home and spent the rest of Ins Ite, en- 
gaged in general farming, in which he prospered from the first, and he added 
to his original purchase until he became the owner ot two hundred and forty 
acres of excellent land. 

Fight children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ledger, namely: 
John William lived in Linn township, south of the Ledger homestead and 
owned a farm of one hundred acres, and here his death occurred on Septem- 
ber 27. 1890, leaving a wife and two children: Nelhe married .\. G. Palmer 
and they live in Geneva township, this county; Maria, who marricd Tlenry AM. 
Turner and Jived in [inois, just across the state line south trom her home, 
died in April, 1886; David owns and operates a Jarge tarm in the southwest- 
ern part of Geneva township; Susan, who marred T, Tl. Speaker, lives 111 
Richmond, Mlinois; Charles Hves in Rockford, Hhnois; Frances, who mar- 
ried rank Brewster and Hved in Geneva township, this county, 1s deceased, 
as is also her husband: Walter Edward, of this sketch, was the youngest of 
the family. 

Politically, Thomas Ledger. the father, was a Republican, and he took 
an active interest in public affairs, and at one time be was a member of the 
township board of supervisors. His death occurred a April, rgo8, at oan 
advanced age, his wife having preeeded him to the grave in September, 1&8. 
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Walter M. Ledger grew up on the home farm and he received his edu- 
cation in the common schouls of his district. He early turned his attention 
to agricultural pursuits and he has spent his lite on the homestead, which he 
has managed with a skill little less than his able father betore him, keeping 
the land well tilled and improved so that it has increased in value rather than 
been depleted. 

Mr. Ledger was married to Eva C. Weter on October 18, 1803.) sue 
was born in Linn township, this county, and is the daughter of Mahlon I-ber 
Weter and Cordelia (Mickle) Weter. Both parents came from Oneida 
county, New York. Mrs. Ledger's paternal grandparents, Palmer and Jane 
(Paliner) Weter, were also natives of the East, and her father, Mahlon 
\Veter, came to Wisconsin with his father and step-mother when he was nine 
years old, his own mother having died in New York. The \Weter family 
came here probably as early as 1845 and located in section 23, in the south 
part of Linn township, and there the Weter home remained for many years. 
Palmer Weter remained there until late in life. then moved to the village of 
Sharon, where he spent the rest of his days. There Mahlon Eber Weter 
grew to manhood and was married to Cordelia Mickle. She was the daughter 
of John and Polly (Nutt) Mickle. She was born in Oneida county, New 
York. and she came here with her parents about the same time the \Veters 
came here. The Mickle family located in section 31, in the southwestern 
part of Linn township and there established the permanent hone of the fam- 
ily. Upon their arrival they had an opportunity to locate on Bloom Prairie, 
but, like most pioneers, they selected a place where timber and water were 
plentiful, but it was in the hills and rougher land, similar to what they had 
been used to in the state of New York. After Eber Weter was married he 
bought a farm adjoining his father’s, in sections 32 and 33, 4 little of it 
across the line in IWinois, owning one hundred and twenty acres there, and 
this place continued to be his place of abode until 1903. when he moved to 
the village of Hebron, Hhnois. 

Mrs. Ledger was one of a family of six children, namely : [eiiidieasiie 
of Howard Cornue, lives just across the line in Hlinois, just south of Zenda: 
David lives near Hebron, Mlinois: Eva, wife of Walter 1. Ledger: .\lbert 
lives in HWinos, near his father’s farm; Palmer lives on the old homestead; 
Alice is at home with her parents. 

After his marriage Walter FE. Ledger, of this sketch, continued farming 
on the old home place. as he had done for two or three years previously and 
he has continued farming. Tle has been very successful as a general farmer 
and stock raiser, always keeping a good grade of live stock, and he is making 
a specialty of dairying, for which he is exceptionally well equipped. 
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Pohtically, Mr. Ledger is a Republican and he is more or less active in 
political affairs. ile is a member of the township board of supervisors and is 
also treasurer of the school board. 

Besides lus tarming and dairving interests, Air. Ledger is a director in 
the Farmers National Bank ot Lake Geneva and a director ot the Mutual 
Fire Insurance Company of the town of Geneva, a company doing business 
in Geneva, Lyons, Linn, Bloomfeld and Delavan townslnps. 

Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Ledger. named as fol- 
lows: Albert \Wilham, Walter Mahlon, Maria Cordeha and leumice Mary, all 
attending schoul, two in the Lake Geneva Ingh school. 

Fraternally, MIr. Ledger is a member of the Mlasonie order, the Royal 
Neighbors and the Modern Woodmen. Ile and Ins wite belong to the Linn 
and Hebron Presbyterian church. 


JOSEP SO aia 


There are always lessons of extraordinary interest to be gained through 
the perusal of life records such as that ot the late Joseph Stoncall, lor many 
years one of the honored and influential citizens of \Walworth county, and now 
that he has gone tu the land of the Mystie Beyond, Tis memory is reverenced 
by a host of friends who yet linger on “this brink and shoal of time.” 

Mr. Stoneall was born in Wilkeshire, england, about twenty niles from 
Bath, probably in the year 1817. Tle was the son of Richard Stoneall and 
wife. The mother died in England while Joseph was a youth. When he 
was about twenty vears old he and his father and two sisters and brother, 
George, came to .\inerica. -\nother brother, [fenry, and a cousin and cousins 
wife had previously voyayged to our shores and settled at Genevit, Hho. In 
1840 Joseph Stoneall and his tather came to the eastern part of Linn town- 
ship. this county, and built a small house, when Mary came and kept house 
for them. She atterwards married Sevinour Thatch. George Stoneall re- 
mained at Geneva. Hlinots, and dicd there. Wile there a nurseryiniin set out 
a large stock of nursery trees on bis land, under an arrangement for leasing 
or renting, but he never came back, and Mir. Stoned tended aml furnished 
trees to the entire locality. supplying many orchards here iu the early days. 
The family expericneed many hardships during the first year or two ot their 
residence here. They had been tailors in [eneland and were without expert- 


ence as farmers. They were prodigious walkers and when thes Gune here 
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from Geneva, Illinois, they walked all day without food. The country was 
sparsely settled, mostly by voung men “keeping batch,’ and they found it 
difficult to get anything to eat. They walked about sixty miles the first day. 
About 1852 they bought a farm in the southeastern part of Linn township. 
It was new land and all overgrown with hazel brush. This they cleared and 
finally had a good farm. Richard Stoneall died about 1859. In 1861 Joseph 
Stoneall married Mrs. Lucy (Rowe) Everson, widow of Hiram Everson, Jr. 
She was the daughter of Lucian and Lucey (Stillwell) Rowe, and she was 
born in Onondago county. New York, and there she lived until the death of 
her first husband, January 8, 1857; by her first marriage one son was born, 
Herbert Everson, who now lives in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. In June. 
1857, she eame to Genoa Junetion, this county, and she lived in that viemity 
with her brother, Franklin Rowe. Daniel Rowe, her uncle and an old pioneer. 
also lived in that neighborhood. After her marriage she made her home on 
the farm in the southeastern part of Linn township.  Alr. Stoneall cleared the 
eround, built a house and continued to improve the place, building a better 
house in 1880, and he proved to be one of the best farmers in that part ot the 
county. Three sons and one daughter were born to them: Martha Louise, 
who inarried Naynard Cornne, lives in Lake Geneva: Seymour Joseph lives in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Franklin Lewis died when three vears and eight 
months old: George Edward married Anna Rodeweg. of Saybrook, near 
Bloomington, IHinois, and they have three children, Wintfred Elaine, Bernice 
Althea and Rex Milfred: George E. is running the farm; they have two hun- 
dred and twenty acres, of which sixty acres lie across the state line in {linots. 

The death of Joseph Stoneall oceurred in 1897. Tle was a member of 
the Linn Hebron Presbyterian church, now known as the Hill church, 
although he was reared an Episcopalian. Mrs. Stoneall 1s a member of the 
Hill chureh; she still makes her home on the farm where she has resided since 
i861. Ars. Stoneall’s parents moved to Joliet, Hhnots, when she was four 
years old: they lived there two vears and there the father “died: then the 
mother returned to New York state with her eight children, and lived there 
until the children grew to maturity and married. The father had left a sec- 
tion of land in Michigan and that was the mother’s support. She came west 
shortly after Mrs. Stoneall came. probably in 1865, and lived among her clut- 
dren. She was born in 18co and she died in 1882, at the age of erghty-two 
VCuurs. | 

George Edward Stoneall was born near where he now lives in Linn town- 
ship. Walworth county, February 23. 1869, and there he grew up on fits 
father’s farm: and attended the home public schools and the lnigh school at 
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Hebron, Hlinois. Tle was married in the fall of 18g4 to Anna Rodawig. of 
Savbrook, Hlinois, daughter of Wilham Rodawig and wite.  Tfer father was 
born in Prussia and came to Hlinois about 1850 and spent most of lis hte near 
Saybrook. 

Three children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Stoneall, two mehters 
\Winetred and Bernice. and a son, Wilfred. Tle and his wite belong to the 
Presbytertan church. Mr. Stoneall has two hundred and twenty acres of fine 
land on which he is successfully engaged in general farming ard stoek raising. 
He is well known in this part of the county and is a miu of honest principles. 


ANG GS IS IK RVC Sic. 


Another of the excellent German citizens who has long been a resident 
of Walworth county and by his thrift and honorable dealings has benefited 
himself and family and the conmnunity as well, is .\ugust: Nrause, whose 
pleasant home is to be found in seetion 32, Geneva township, in the picturesque 
community at the head of Lake Convo. 

Mr. Krause was born in the city of Deutsch Kronin, Germany, .\ugust 
15, 1834, and is the son of Ferdinand and Watherine Wrause. Tle grew up 
in his native community and worked on the farms there. Ele married .\ngusta 
Tell. who was born and reared in a village near that in which her husband 
was reared. Four children were born to them. Edward and) Withelmina 
living, and two who died in infancy. Within three hours alter the birth of 
one of the children, in February, 1868, the city was being destroyed by fire 
and many hundreds were left homeless and destitute, Alrs. INrause died from 
the effects of the cold and exposure. Mr, Krause had already planned: to 
come to America. He later married his first wite’s sister, Amelia, and 
brought her and his two children to the United States, locating first at Burling- 
ton, Wiseonsin, and lived there until 1872. He then came to Walworth 
county and bought fifty-eight acres where he now Lives, and this lias been 
their home for forty years. Twelve children have been born to thei here 
‘1 Ameriea. three of whom died in infaney, Wilham died in Mareh. t8oe, 
when nineteen years old; Frances, who married Williaa Gardner, died in 
February, 18 3, leaving a little daughter named Frances: \Vnnie, who miar- 
ried George lifer and lives at W alworth, has one son and two daughters ; 
Emma married Wiliam Gardner, former husband of her deceased sister, 
Frances, and they live at Willams Bay and have two sons and one daughter ; 
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Frank lives on a farm in Linn township. near his father’s home, and he mar- 
ried .\melia Larsen and they have one son and fonr daughters; George, who 
lives at Williams Bay, married Lena Lindquist and they have one son and 
two daughters; Tlenry, who lives near Willams Bay, married Frances Henne 
and they have one daughter; Fred and Otto are at home with their parents. 

Of the children by Mr. Krause’s first marriage, Julius Edward lives in 
Lyons township on a farm of his own: he married Lizzie Wevyerauch and 
they have five sons. Wilhelmina Krause married [edward G. Price, a tarmer 
of Bloomfeld township, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this work. 

Mr. Krause and family belong to the Lutheran church at Elkhorn. In 
the early days after the Krause family caine to this county they expertenced 
the hard times that beset the early settlers, but bore their privations and hard- 
ships bravely and by perseverance succeeded. The chinch bugs completely 
destroyed their first crops. Employment was hard to find and the family was 
in dire straits for a time. The father was a brick mason as well as a farmer 
and he helped ereet many of the buildings in Lake Geneva. 


JOSEPH ER OR BarcOC IOI 


The Iistory of England has always been one pervaded with intense 
interest, especially to America, where a certain kinship is telt, for it has to do 
with a sterling face of people, possessing admirable qualities of heart and 
nund and ever vigilant to push the car of civilization on to the edge of things, 
—vlobe circumnavigaturs and empire builders—even if the most sanguinary 
methods had to be resorted to. for they have ever had im mind the ultimate 
good of the race. \We of America owe much to this hardy people. Wherever 
they have taken up their work in our states we find a thriving, Jaw-abiding 
connnunity. And it is of a seion of such praiseworthy people that the biog- 
rapher now essays to tell ina bref histroy. 

Joseph [Epworth Cocroft was born in Yorkshire, England, May 9, 1821, 
the son of Charles and Mary Cocroft. Te spent lus boyhood in lis native 
coultry, emigrating to .\merica when twenty-one years old, reaching his 
majority while on board the ship, the old-fashioned sailing vessel requiring 
six weeks to make the voyage. He caine on west, locating at Rochester. 
Wisconsin, where he made lus home for over torty years. He worked on 
the farm, in a saw-mill and other kinds of emplovinent among the pioneers, 
finally saving money enough ont of lis earnmes to buy a farm there of one 
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hundred umeteen and one-half acres and there he made his home until in 
March, 1880, when he moved to Spring Prairie, Walworth county, where he 
purchased a farm of seventy-seven and one-half acres and there he lived until 
November, 1891, when he retired from the active work of the farm, moved 
into the village of Lyons, where he has since made his home. He had been 
very successful as a general farmer and stock raiser. 

Mr. Cocroft was married at Rochester, this state, to \un Woodhead, 
also a native of England, and the daughter of William and Lydia (Tinker ) 
Woodhead, her father having been born on April 1, 1785, and the mother 
on March 1, 1789. 

Twelve children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph E. Coeroft, namely : 
Mary, who married Stuart [larris, lives at .\hambra, California, where Mr. 
Harris is regarded as one of the most substantial citizens, financially, of the 
place; Charles, who ‘married Ida Cooms, ves at Lake Geneva, where he is 
engaged in poultry raising: William, who married Minnie Tompkins, lives 
in Minnesota; .\len married Cora Watkins and lives at Weyerhauser, \Wis- 
consin, where he ts engaged in the limber business and owns considerable 
land: Horace, who married Anna bell, lives in Burlington township, Racine 
county, this state, where he is engaged in farming; Nettle married Edward 
Snuth and they live in Racine; Walter, who married Rose Kingston, lives in 
Lake Geneva and has charge ot the fine horses of Ceylon Court farm; Martha 
marned George Ballack and they lve on a tarm in Dover township, Racine 
county; Susannah married C. bt. Headington and they live in Chicago. where 
she has a large physical culture class, which she teaches by anal. She re- 
quires a large staff of assistants and her pupils are to be found throughout the 
Union. Fler busmess is conducted under her maiden name and is widely 
known. Jler husband is a successtul banker and merehant: lemma Cocrott, 
who married Dana Albee. lives in Waterford, Wisconsin, he being a retired 
farmer; Harry is foreman on the farm of J. J. Mitehell, a Chicago mullon- 
aire, his position being one of mueli responsibility. Csee his sketeh in this 
volume); Lydia, the youngest of the family, died in intancy. 

The mother of the above named eluldren was called to her rest on 
December 14, 186g, when forty-four years of age. She is remembered as a 
woman of many virtues, a true helpmcet and a taithtul mether, 

Joseph dé. Cocroft was again inarried May 30, 1877, te Mrs. Min 
(feakins) Lewis, widow of J. DB. Lewis, deceased. She was the daughter of 
Pura leakins and wife. She was born at Battle, Sussex county, fagland, 
her mother dying in that country when Ars. Coerett wits four years ol, and 
the latter came to America with her tather about i841 and after a short resi 
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dence in New York City they came to Racine, \Wiseonsin. Here the father 
died, leaving the daughter, Ann, orphaned at an early age. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cocroft are both remarkably well preserved, and they 
find employment by working about the home, especially with their flowers, of 
which many varieties are to be seen about their house. They are hospitable, 
obliging, genial and have a host of warm friends wherever they are known. 
Although now seventy-five vears old, Mrs. Cocroit has all her faeulties and 
is as active as most women at forty; she is a lady of refinement and their 
pleasant home in Lyons is often the gathering place for the many admirers of 
this fine old couple. who fully enjoy their declining vears, which are passing ° 
serenely away. 


TAM FAN ENG, 


Que of the well remembered and highly esteemed citizens of Walworth 
county of a past generation, who performed exceptionally well Ins allotted 
task and then fell serenely into that sleep whieh wakes not to toil, leaving 
behind him a rich heritage, not only in material things but mm a good reputa- 
tion and an honored name, was Wilham H. Whiting, than whom it would 
have been hard to have found a more gemal, whole-souled, Ingh-minded. 
public-spirited man within the boundaries ot this county; therefore. it 1s with 
pleasure that he is given specific mention 1n a volume of the province of the one 
at hand. 

Mr. Whiting was born m Hudson, Columbia county, New York, August 
5, 1813. [lis father died when the subject was an infant, and soon there- 
atter the mother moved to Albany, and there the subject grew to manhood and 
received lus edueation, with the exception of short intervals spent at the 
academies of Hludson and fingston, New York. In 1829 he beeame a pupil 
of the engraving firm of Rawdon, Clark & Company, of Albany, which city, 
with Philadlephia, was at that time the headquarters of bank-note engraving. 
This father had also been an engraver, a pupil of the celebrated Gideon Fair- 
mon, of Philadelphia. 

On the :&th ot .\ugust, 18340 Air. Whiting wasetaied sin thercie sa) 
Albany to Mary Jane Cliristian, a native of that city. Messrs. Rawdon. Ctark 
& Company, having taken in other partners. decided to move their establish- 
ment to New York City, and the firm name was changed to Rawdon, Wright, 
Ilateh & Edson, and in the spring of T836 Mr. Whiting followed them and 
continued in their employ until 1847; however, he lac heen adnittedes 
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member of the firm several vears previously. In 1842 DeWatt C. Eaves and 
Mr. Whiting bought tour hundred acres of land, in the southwestern part of 
Bloomfield township, Walworth county, Wisconsin, and in 1844 Mar. Whiting 
nade his first visit here. J]e had caused to be erected a small house on his 
land in 1843. In the spring of 1847 he and his fanuly came from New York 
to his farm here and began building the brick house where he made his country 
home. There the family resided until 1851 and in .\ugust of that year Mr. 
Whitiug returned to New York and became a member ot the bank-note en- 
eraving firm otf Wellstood, Hlanks, Hlay & Whiting, and he remained a miem- 
ber of that firm until the -\merican Bank Note Company was formed, and 
absorbed all the other firms. As secretary of that company he remained with 
the same until 1861, then returned to Walworth county, Wisconsin, and re- 
sumed charge of his farm again and became very well established here, He 
was elected one of the trustees of the .\merican Bank Note Company, in which 
capacity he served for several years. He was regarded as an expert in his line, 
and was one of the best known engravers in the United States. Tis son 
Robert was born on his farm here, and here the death of the wife and mother 
occurred on November 28, 1879. 

The death of Wilham H. Whiting occurred July g, 1886. 

Mr. Whiting was a devoted chnrehman, and he was one of the staneh 
supporters of the little Episcopal church at Bloomfield township, in which he 
took a deep and abiding interest. Fle was an able lay reader and he held 
services there and taught the Sunday school for many years. Tle was the 
idol of a large circle of worshipers there and the especial friend and companion 
of the children of the neighborhood, to all of whom he was indeed a true and 
helpful friend throughout his life. 





JEN 1S Dee cls. 


As one reviews the history of Walworth county and looks inte the past 
to see what peoples were prominent im its early development, he will fine! that 
for the past three-fourths of a century the Germans have heei closely con- 
nected with the progress and advancement of this section of the state. Wald 
was the region into which they came. Its forests stood in their primeval 
strength, the prairie land was still unbroken, and the Indians still roamed 
through the dense woods, seeking the deer and lesser game which could be 
had in abundance. The Miller family, while not so carly as some, yet figrured 
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in the latter-day development of this section of the state, and Edward Miller. 
for a period of thirty-seven years a carpenter and binilder at Genoa Junction, 
isa connecting link between the pioneer epoch and the present, having spent 
most of his life here and thus been identified with the history of the county. 
having ever maniiested the characteristic thrift of the emigrants from the 
vreat empire of northern Europe. 

Mr. Miller was born near Berlin, Germany, July 26, 1846. He is the 
son of Wilham and Louise (Laulanff) Miller, natives of Germany, where 
they grew up and were married and made their home until in October, 1855, 
when they vovaged across the wide .\tlantic to our shores, landing at She- 
hovgan, Wisconsin, having continued their westward course on the Great 
lakes. They settled on a farm about eight miles from that eity and there 
resided until their son, Edward, was about fifteen vears old, then moved 
just north of Flebron, McHenry county, Ulnois, on Hebron Prairie, where 
the subject worked out on a farm, remaining four years at one place. Fle later 
came to Genoa Junction, \Walworth county, Wisconsin, where he worked at 
different things, finally learning the carpenter's trade. On April 14, 1874, 
he was united in marriage with Anna Naskan, daughter of [lerman and Eliza- 
beth (Bocker) Naskan. She was born at Burlington, Wisconsin, but her par- 
ents were from Bourse-Steinford, \Westphaha, Germany. They had been 
schoolmates there, and came to America at the same time, in 1851, single, 
and both located near Burlington, Wisconsin, and here they were married 
about «856. They later moved near Slades Corner, where they maintained 
their home for over thirty vears, then came to Genoa Jimetion, where they 
spent the rest of their lives, the mother dying in January, 1897, and the father 
in July, 1890. 

Mr. Miller's parents moved to Genoa Junction about 1873 and here spent 
the rest of their lives, the father dying in April, t879. and the mother in 
November, 1gqot, 

After his marriage Edward Miller turned his attention exclusively to 
carpentering and building and has followed it ever sinee, having been in the 
business over thirty-seven vears, as before stated, at Genoa Junetion, during 
which time he erected many of the dwellings, business houses and barns of 
the community which will long stand as monutnents to his skill as a builder. 
having in fact, erected most of the houses in Genoa Junction and nearly all 
the big barns and large buildings im. general over the surrounding county. 
Ile has Jong enjoved the reputation of butlding the best barns ever constructed 
in the county, same of them models in every respect. 
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Six children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Maller, namely: imma died 
When nine months old: Williant. who was born on April 28, 1870, in Genoa 
Junction, married Sadie Reynolds. and they have one son, J. Edward: William 
was a carpenter with Ins father unul t901, when he went into the general 
merchandise business at Genoa function; Mary married Luther Buell, of 
Genoa Junction, and they have one son, Edward; I¢hzabeth married Mahlon 
Tovton, of Genoa Junction, and they have two daughters, Gladys and Frances; 
Anna died when two and one-half vears old: John Flenry died when two vears 
and two months old. 

ite Viller was reared im the Lutieran chinche iitiesisent nario om 
his religious views and contributes to the support of all denominations. — Tle 
loves home and fannuly and is honest and trustworthy. 


Day LORIE NE INN, 


It is always a pleasure when we can trace our ancestry back through 
several generations, especially if our progenitors have been men and women 
of honor and usctulness, as were those ot Timothy Hopkins lellows, who 
traces his ancestry back to Wilham, father of Ephraim, father of Abiel, father 
of \biel, Jr., the subject being the son ot the latter and his third wife Dorcas 
[lopkins, she the daughter of Timothy Hopkins. This is an old Connecticut 
family, which settled in Wyoming Valley, or near Forty Fort. The subject 
was born on March 14, 1812, and he came to Nalamazoo county, Michigan, in 
1829 and he was married on December t, 1831, to léliza Ann Duncan, daugh- 
ter of William and Ruth (Gilmore) Dunean, and they had deven eluildren. 
The Duncans were of New Hlampshire. The subject's sister, Iemma, who was 
born in i816, married George Iield: and other sister, Lucy, who was born 
in 1826, married Charles W. Sibley, son of John Sibley, and they all settled 
at Bloomfield, Walworth county, Wisconsin, inan carly day, when the country 
was wild and neighbors few, the subject settling here in (83g, m sections 33 
and 34, Lloomfield township, and here established a good home through: his 
industry and perseveranee, despite obstacles and hardships. 

Mr. Fellows took a lively interest in the affairs Of his community and he 
was three times a member of the county board, and le was a member of the 
General Assembly in 1852 and there made his intluence felt for the good of 
his locality and the people in general. In this race he beat Dr. Hilton W. 
jovee aah Moses Seymour, two strong men of that period. Tle made such a 
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commendable record that he was ehosen to represent the county at the next 
session of the Legislature over Capt) Albert Yo \Wheeler and Dime vise. 
Woods. Ife was a keen observer and noted the trend of events and he had 
rare ideas as to what was best for the new state at that time, when conditions 
were all different to what we find today and he made a most satisfactory record 
as a public man. 

The death of Mr. Fellows occurred on November 5, 1894, after a suc- 
cessful and honorable career, his wife having preceeded him to the grave on 
April 22, 1887, 


JAMES S. REEK. 


Upon the role of reepresentative citizens of Walworth county of a past 
generation and prominent and highly esteemed men otf affairs of the town- 
ship of Linn consistently appears the name of the late James S. Reek. Ile 
spent his life in this township and gradually won his way into the affections of 
the people through his genial address, his obliging and charitable nature and 
his unswerving honesty,—in short, he possessed those sterling qualities of 
character which commend themselves to persons of intelligence and the high- 
est morality. He was a public-spirited man, delighting in the upbuilding of 
his native community in any way possible, and his support was not withheld 
from all laudable movements looking toward the general welfare of his neigh- 
bors and friends and the inhabitants of the county which knew his parents in 
its early history, for the Reek family was attracted to this community when 
it Was sparsely settled and undeveloped. 

Mr. Reeke was born in Linn township, this county, on November 18, 1850. 
fle was the son of John, Ir., and Ameha (Bennett) Reek. John Reek, Jr., 
was the son of John Sr., and Mary (Garside) Reek. [le was born in Che- 
shire, England, August 12, 1813, there grew to manhood and married Amelia 
Jennett, and when twenty-two years old he emigrated to .\imerica. Ee located 
at Taunton, Massachusetts, where he worked as a carriage maker for cight 
years, then moved to Linn township, Walworth county, Wisconsin, and here 
established his permanent home, literally hewing it out from the heavy woods 
covered the county in those early days. 

Jaines S. Reek, of this sketch, was a man of determination and correct 
habits and established a good credit at once, and in due course of time he 
was well established, owning three farms in sections 20 and 21, Linn town- 
ship, aggregating five hundred and twenty acres. He became one of the inmost 
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successtul and substantial farmers in the southern part uf the county. He 
beheved in employing progressive methods and leaving no stone unturned 
whereby he might advance his interests and those of the locality, and thus 
he became one of the wealthiest farmers of Linn township. lle was one of 
the promoters of the Co-operative Creamery, whose large success was at- 
tributable to Ins advice and intluence in no small degree, and he was treasurer 
ot the same until 1894. when it was discontinued. He devoted much of the 
last six or seven years ot his lite to buving and shipping live stock, doing an 
extensive business.—in fact. was one of the most extensive dealers in the 
couuty, shipping about une car load of stuck to market a week, leaving the 
active work of the farm to his sons, belheving that he was dome the right thing 
to develop their abilities, by such a course. 

Pohtically, Mr. Reek was a Republican, and was active in party affairs, 
being one of the local leaders. Tle was elected a member of the buard of 
supervisors in 1887, which office he held for many years. 

On December 25, 1881, James S. Reek was united in marriage with 
Julia Naye, daughter of Abram and Harriet (Brayshaw) INaye. She was born 
and reared on the farm where she now lives in Linn township, this county, 
having never resided anywhere else. Abram Kaye was born in -ngland in 
1809 and there he grew to manhood, emigrating to .\merica in t84o, bit 
soon returned tu his native land. In 1842 he brought lus family to. the 
United States, locating in the city of Baltimore, where be remained three 
vears, then moved to near Philadelphia, where they spent three vears. The 
father was a grader of wool ina woolen mull, but the work was hard and con- 
fining and his health failed under the strain. so he came west and bought a 
farm of two hundred and forty acres in Linn townslip, Walworth county, 
Wisconsin. Llere he became well established and here lis death occurred on 
April 21, 1875. His wife, known in her maidenhood as Tarrict Brayshaw, 
was the daughter of John and Mary (Stock) Grayshaw. She was born April 
15, 1811. She spent her old age with Mrs. Reek, dying at the advaneed age 
of ninety-two years, in 1903. When Abram Kaye came here he bought one 
hundred and sixty acres, for wlueh he paid two dollars and titty cents per acre, 
later buying eighty acres more, tor which he also patd two dollars and fitty 
cents per acre im 1848. Only a small clearing had been made, the land bemy 
mostly covered with dense woods. Tt had a small cabin on it. so Mar ave 
had . do a great deal of hard work before he could make a crop, but he per- 
severed and in due course of time had a fine farny and a comtortable home, 

(45) 
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Mrs. Reek was the youngest of a family of ten children, five of whom 
were born in England, the other five in .\merica. The eldest was Arthur, 
who founded IWwaye’s Park along the south shore of Lake (seneva, and was a 
prominent man, well known all around the lake and the southern part of the 
county, being successful in a financial way; his death occurred in 1&93, leav- 
ing a family. The other brothers and sisters of Mrs. Reek were, .\ddin, 
Hanunon, Mary, who became the wife of Robert Lightbody; John b.: 
Sara, who married Frank IE. Baker: Hlarriet, who became the wife of William 
Matthews: Abram, William J.. and Julia, widow of the subject of this sketch. 

Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. James S. Reek, named as 
follows: Nettie Mabel, Lillian Ithel, James Bennett, Alice X.. Robert Arthur, 
and Harriet, the last named dying in infaney. The others all attended the 
[ake Geneva schools. Alice is now in the State University at Madison and 
Robert is in high school at Lake Geneva. 

The death of James S. Reek occurred on September 24. 1911, after 
several months illness. He had lived a very active and industrious life. He 
was a man of rare business ability, managed well and made few mistakes. 
Being scrupulously honest in his relations with his fellow men, he won and 
retained their good will and confidence. While interested in public matters, 
he was not ambitious to hold public offices or be a leader of men. preferring to 
spend his time with his family and give his attention to his business interests. 
[le had the reputation of being a kind and indulgent father and husband, an 
obliging, genial neighbor and a man of fine ideas and many commendable 
attributes of head and heart. 


CTT AN eee aii literate 


This well remembered pioneer and prominent citizen of \Walworth county 
who is now mumbered “with them that sleepeth.” was a native of the state of 
New York, whieh has been the cradle of much of our western civilization and 
upon whieh the commonwealth of Wisconsin has largely drawn for its most 
enlightened, enterprising and progressive citizenship. arly in life Mir. Tigh 
established those habits of industry and frugality which insured lis suceess 
in later years. Coming here when the country was wild and undeveloped, he 
secured raw land whieh, with the able assistance of his estimable life com- 
panion, he soon extended the area of cultivable land and in due course ot 
time found himself upon the high road to prosperity with a fine farm mi his 
possession and iany of the comforts and conveniences of life surrounding 
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him.= in tact. he was one of the large land owners of the county and one ot 
our most substantial and miluential citizens for many years, and, haying exem- 
plary habits and being public spirited, doing much for the permanent good af 
the locality, his name is eminently deserving of a conspicuous place in his 
country s history. 

Charles High was born in Herkimer county. New York, May 10, 1810. 
He grew to manhood in his native state and received such educational train- 
ing as the early times afforded. He enugrated to Milwaukee, Wisecoustu. in 
an early period and there he and William Donughten built the first) saw-mill, 
He was a millwright by trade. whieh he learned when a voung man in New 
York. He beeaine very successtully established in business in Milwaukee and 
while living there he was united in marriage with Nancy Bartlett: Rolfe. a 
native ot Manchester, New Hampshire. born there on September yg. 1818. 
She was descended from John Rolfe. who married the celebrated Pocahontas, 
the Indian maid, m the early days of Virguia, told of in colonial history. 

In r8g10 Charles Fligh came to Walworth county and here he entered 
land in Bloombfeld township, section 20, and lived there a number of vears. 
Hie was very suecessful as a general tarmer and an extensive dealer in live 
stock. [fe made one shipment of tat cattle, aggregating ten thousand dollars. 
He had put these cattle in the stable and ted them all winter. Tle was one 
of the largest stock men of his dav in this part ot the state and no small 
amount of Ins fortime was obtamed in this manner. By close appheatton, 
the exercise of sound judgment and honest dealings with his tellow men. he 
prospered with the mereasing years and beeame the owner of thirteen lun- 
dred acres ot valuable land. 

Mr. High was twice married. Four children were born of the first union, 
one of whom died in infanev; the other three were, Eugenia Christina, now 
Mrs. Williant K. Slade. of Canton, South Dakota: \nna Mary. wite ot A\tbert 
Pierce. of Eludson, South Dakota: Martha Alice. who married Robert Whit- 
ing. now living on the old) homestead. 

The mother of these children passed away on March 17, 1872, at the age 
of fifty-three vears, and Charles [igh was subsequently marricd to Margaret 
Groesbeck. from near .\lden, Hlinots. 

Charles High built a new home, large and attractive, just cast of [ns first 
home and there he spent the rest of his life, dying there on February &, 1877, 
at the advanced age of seventy-seven vears, after a useful midustrious and 
well spent life, a life which resulted in muel) good to the community, in fet 


to all with whom he came inte contact. 
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© SEYMOUR oie Cit. 


\Wonderful indeed has been the transformation of \WWalworth county 
since It was first beheld by the late Seymour Norman Hatch, one of our 
earliest pioneers and for many years an influential and highly honored citizen, 
for when this sterling character cast his lot here he found a wide-stretching 
wilderness, stall the domain of the various tribes of Indians of this section of 
the Union, and also the haunts of various species of ferocious creatures of 
the earth and air. But he was not a man to be disheartened at scemingly 
insurmountable obstacles,—in facet, being a man of courage and farsighted- 
ness, he underwent the hardships and trials incident to life in a new country 
and enjoyed it better than being hampered by the civilization of the old Em- 
pire state, front whence he came. He was a man whom all admired for his 
sterling honesty, his courage, his hospitality and his public spirit, and he is 
eminently deserving of a permanent place in his county's history. 

Air. Hatch was borin at Leroy, Genesee county, Newey ork one «pale 
i817, and there he was reared to manhood. He was the son of Hervey and 
Amy (Seymour) Hatch, the latter being the daughter of Zadock and Naomt 
(Munger) Seymour. The father, born April 30, 1757, enlisted at \ater- 
bury, Connecticut, for service in the Revolutionary war, through which he 
served with much credit. Ile was a son of Steven and@ileiitable (ilickox} 
Sseyinour, of Waterbury, Connecticut, he having been born in 1718. Steven 
Seyinour was a son of Iebenezer Seymour, who was the son of Richard Sey- 
mour, who was born in larmington, Connecticut. in 1682, and in 1668 he 
was the leader of a pioneer colony to what was then termed “the great 
swamp, now Nensington. Richard Seymour was the captain of Fort Sev- 
our, ult Jor protection of the settlers from Indians. He was the son of 
Richard Seymour, Sr., who emigrated to .\merica in 1639 and settled at 
Jlartiord, Connecticut, and in 1650 became one of the founders of the town 
of Norwalk, in which he spent the rest of his life. 

Llervey Hatch was the son of Tinothy and .\bigail (Porter) Hatch, he 
having been born in Vermont in 1792. .\bigail Porter was the daughter of 
Moses and Sarali ( Welham) Porter, the father a soldier in the Revolutionary 
war, who fought at Bunker Fall, Long Istind aud Saratoga and was at the 
surrender of Burgoyne. Fle was a selectman at Powlet in 1785 and 1787, 
and was a deacon in the Congregational cliurch. 

Hervey Latel’s father, Timothy Blatch, was hom om \lay 7) tee 
devoted Ins lite to farming in Genesce county, New York. Fle was a captain 
of anit. and was senior warden in the Jépiseopal church for a period of 
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twenty-seven vears. Elis tather, ‘Vimothy Ttehy Aro Wasson Jnnemees 
1725, at Yolland, Connecticut. His father was also named Timothy, and he 
was born at Falmouth on October 1g, 16ys, and his death occurred at Kent, 
Connecticut, on March 30, 1706. In May. 1740, he was commissioned cap- 
tain of the “training band” by the General .Assembly at Hartford, Connecti- 
cut. He was a justice of the peace for many vears and was moderator ot the 
town: he was a man of large wealth and was very intluential m tis loeality. 
The last named Timothy Tlateh was the son of Benjamin and [lizabeth 
(Eddy) Hatch, he a native of Falmouth and she of Tisbury. Benjamin Flatch 
was a cordwainer. He was born at Falmouth on September 7, 1855, and was 
the son of Jonathan and Sarah (Rowley) Ilateh. Vhe father was born in 
England about 1625 and he came to .\merica with his parents, Thomas and 
Grace Hatch. He hved to be nearly one hundred years of age. Thomas 
Hatch was the ancestor of the fanuly of thts name in .\merica. Tle emi- 
grated to Bosten, Massachusetts, in 1630, or at least not later than 1634; 
his wife, Grace, was of Welsh descent. [le was bern in the county of Iwent, 
england. He became a freeman of the Massachusetts Bay colony i 1634, 
and in 1639 he became one of nine original purchasers of Yarmouth town- 
ship. Plymouth colony. in Cape Cod. In 1640 he became an equal or joint 
proprietor with about twenty-five other men of the township of Barnstable, 
and there his death occurred in 1661. He became well-to-do tor that early 
day. 

The mother of Seymour N. Hatch died while he was young. Ile grew 
to manhood in the state of New York, and when he reached his majority he 
came west and located in Linn township, Walworth esunty, Wisconsin, in 
1838, taking up eighty acres of government land along the northern shore ot 
the lake. on which he located. Then he went down into Tlinois, where he 
spent about four years, returning to Walworth county in 18420 and entered 
another eighty acres from the government, bordering the south shure of the 
lake. Some years afterwards he bought one hundred and sixty acres along the 
south shore of the lake, and in time he became the owner of seven hundred 
acres of very valuable land in this locality, amd was one of the substantial 
and intluential men of the county, and he made Ins home the rest of his lite 
in the beautiful Jake country which he loved so well. 

Seyvmour N. Hatch was married to Mary Stoneall, who was born in 
Eneland: a daughter of Richard Stoncall and wife. Ter mother died when 
Vrs. Hatch was a child. Whe father was a tailor and followed his protesstan 
in England. About 1837 he brought his daughter Mary and son Joseph te 
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Geneva, [hnois, where the brother of Mrs. Hatch. Henry. and a cousin had 
already located. In 1840 the father and Joseph Stoneall came to Walworth 
county and settled in the eastern part of Linn township and built a small 
house there, and the danghter and sister, Mary, came and kept house for 
them. They underwent many of the hardships of pioneer hte. In making 
the trip here they walked all the way from Geneva. Illinois, in one day. Later 
a nurservinan leased part of their Jand and set out many fruit trees, then went 
away and never came back. Alr. Stoneal] took care of the trees and later 
they became the stock of a number of the finest orchards im Linn township. 

Eight children were born to Mr. and Alrs. Seymour N. Hatch, named as 
follows: Louse E., wife of Isaac Moorhouse, lives in Lake Geneva: Emily 
A. lives near the old home in Linn township; Norman Henry lives at Wichita, 
Kansas; Harvey R. lives at Zenda and follows farming: Hobart M. hves in 
the central part of Linn township; Marvy is the wife of John Betts and lives 
near the old home in Linn township; Clara died when seven vears of age; 
and George died when fourteen months old. 

Mr. Elatch was active in public affairs and in the early days he held a 
number of the township offices. He was a most valued citizen in the com- 
munity which he honored by his residence for over fifty vears. The death 
of this sterling old pioneer occurred on .August 12, 1899, lis wife having pre- 
ceded him to the grave on November 29, 1887. 

The Hateh home was for a half century known as a place of genuine 
hospitahty and it sheltered many people, some distinguished in the aftairs of 
their country. The old people could relate many interesting reminiscences of 
the early days. 


DAME L Tee 


No compendium such as the province of this work defines in its essential 
Innitations will serve to offer ft memorial to the life and accomplishments of 
the late Daniel Fairchild, for many years one of the leading agriculturists of 
Walworth county, aiman of indomitable perseverance and strong Individuality, 
and yet one whose entire lite had not one esoteric phase. being able to bear 
the closest serutiiy. Es accomplislinents but represented the fit utilization 
of the imate talent which was his, and the directing of his efforts along lines 
Where good judgment and disernmination led the Way d ere Avis iveladoniea 
weight of character and a fidehty of purpose that conmnanded the respect ot 
al], but greater than these was lus honesty. and “an honest man is the noblest 
work ot Crod. 
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Mr. Fairchild was born in section 17, in North Geneva, Walworth county, 
Wisconsin, on November 1, 1851. He is the son of Nelson and Laura 
(Kinney) Fairchild, a complete sketch of Whom appears on another page of 
this work. 

The subject grew to manhood on the home farm and there began work- 
ing during the summer months when quite voung. tle received his educa- 
tion in the common seheols in that district and in Elkhorn, and he began lite 
tor himself by teaching school, which he followed suceessiully for several 
vears. He began farming tor himself on torty acres wlich he bought about 
1876. fn 1878 he purchased of his brother George the place whieh remained 
his family home the rest of his life, in section +7, adjoiming his father’s farm 
on the east, and which place consisted of two hundred two and one-liali acres. 
Being a man of excellent ability and very industrious, he imtproved his tarnt 
and made it one of the tinest farms in the county. Ile went inte the dairy 
business in connection with general farming and stock raising, making a large 
success of all. Tle was a practical farmer, but he also studied and ttvesti- 
gated, constantly experimenting, always seeking to improve his methods, 
He was a leader in gardening and raising potatoes. Ele paid nich attention 
tu his fruits and berries, which showed the result of care and scientific culti- 
vation in their unusually good quality. His dairy barn was titspected by ex- 
perts soon after he built it and they pronounced it the finest in southern \Wis- 
consin at that time. It stables fifty cows and has a capacity for one hundred 
and ninety-five tons of hay, and is provided with the latest approved system 
of ventilation. Ele raised his own cows, and he kept thoroughly imformed on 
all points touching dairying, horticultural and agricultural work, both tech- 
nical and practical. He built up a private wade in Chicago which he supplied 
for twenty years or more. His place, known as “Willow Glen Stoek Tarn” 
is one of the attractive landed estates of the county. Its large, convenient, 
substantial buildings, well kept fields. bespeak the care and iidustry i its 
Inanageme:nt. 

Vr. Fairchild was a iman who took niuch interest in the general upbusld 
ing of his community. Tle was a member of the town board for vears and 
was chairman for several years. When sixteen years old he united with the 
Baptist church at Elkhorn and throughout his Ite was an active worker both 
in the chureh and Sunday school and he was superintendent of the Sunday 
school for some time. 

Mr. Fairchild was married in May. i878. to Edna Vincent. daughter ot 
Jarvis and Sarah .\. (Waterbury) Vineent. She was born and reared: at 
Williams Bay, this county, and received her edneation in the Tecal schools. 
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Her parents were from Onondaga county, New York, and they enugrated to 
Walworth county, Wisconsin, in 1r&45, locating in section 31, one of the 
choice vicinities of Geneva township, northeast of Wilhams Bay, overlooking 
Lake Geneva. Myr. Vincent entered part of his land from the government, 
and bought more adjoining, owning altogether two hundred and forty acres. 
Jarvis Vineent’s mother was known in her maidenhood as Phoebe Dean, and 
she was a Quaker. The death of the former occurred on his home farm in 
ior. To Jarvis Vincent and wife six children were born, five daughters and 
one son, namely: Flizabeth married Hiram Cornwell and lived and died at 
Rockford. Illinois: Oscar was a soldier in the Civil war, meee oemecrae aa 
consin Volunteer Infantry, and his health was shattered by reason of ls ser- 
vice, but he survived and lived uni May, 1911; Phoebe married A. B. Calkins 
and lives at Delavan, this county; Ida inarried J. W. Utter, of ast Delavan, 
and her death occurred about 1879: Edna is the widow of Daniel Fairchild, of 
this sketcl: Jennie, who has remained unmarried, lived with her mother in 
Delavan until the latter’s death on November 2, 1910, at the advanced age 
of ninety-two vears; she had retained her faculties to a remarkable degree. 

Three children, two daughters and one son, were born to Daniel Fair- 
child and wife, named as follows: Jessie Laura married Charles R. Burton 
and lives near Delavan, and they have one son, Ralph Fairchild Burton, now 
two years old; Jennie is at home with her mother: Burton D. married. in 
February, 1910, :dith Gates, daughter of Charles M. Gates, a sketch of whom 
will be found elsewhere in this work. They have a little daughter. Edna 
Caroline. Burton Fairchild was eighteen years old when his father died, and 
sinee then he has had charge of the home place and has shown that he is a 
worthy successor of his father, having kept the place well improved and well 
tilled. 


Neb Ra OGE 


One would be compelled to cover a wide radius of territory in southern 
\Wiseousin to find a more painstaking tiller of the soil than Albert Tloge. of 
Geneva township, but this is net to be wondered at when we learn that he 
coines of the thrifty Germanic race and that his ancestors were all people who 
believed in hard work and painstaking effort. 

Mr. [loge was born in Ponnnern, Germany, on September 3, 1867, and 
is the son of Christ and Rica Hoge. Vhe subject spent his boyhood in the 
fatherland, aud when sixteen vears old he emigrated to .\merica, with his aunt, 
to Tlarvard, Hlinois. After working ont a year and a halt, he had saved 
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enough out of his earnings to pay tor the transportation of his father, mother 
and brother, Ben, and sister, Freda, to America, whieh he accordingly did, 
and the family located near Harvard, Hlmois, the parents finally buying a nice 
home and lived there many vears, the father dving in May, 1go8. The mother 
is still living, making her home with her daughter Freda, who married \ugust 
Prussing. Ben also worked and saved lus money, learned the barber's trade. 
which he now tollows, and he, too, owns a good One 

Albert Iloge bought his farm in r&gg, but rented lus father-in-law 's 
farm for four vears and then moved on his present farm in Geneva town- 
ship. Walworth county, section 19, in which he has eighty acres: he also owns 
forty acres in section 20. Tle built a splendid residence Here m1 tort, and ts 
now well fixed, having a well improved and productive farm, which he has 
kept up toa high state ot cultivation. Tle handles a good grade of live stock. 

Mr. Hoge was married in May, t891, to \nme Rader, of Geneva town- 
ship. this county. She was born in Brandenburg, Germany, and when a child 
was brought to Walworth county, Wisconsin, by her parents, William and 
Dora (Brinkman) Rader. They located in Bloomfield township, this connty. 
about 1870, buying a farm there. .\fter living there some time they bouglhit 
a jiarm in Geneva township, near Como, and lived there twenty-hve years or 
more. The mother died a few vears after coning to America, and the father 
is now living near Genoa Junction, Bloomfield township. One daughter has 
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Tloge. Oleda. They all three belong to. the 
Lutheran church at Elkhorn. es 


NELSCO} ile). 


The death of Nelson Fairchild, a sterling pioneer of Walworth county, 
was regretted by all who knew him. Tle was a man who regarded home tes 
as Wust sacred and friendship as most inviolable. emerson says, “Uhe way 
to win a friend is to be one.” and no man in the locality of which this biog- 
raphy deals had more friends than the subject. Ele was a man Of syinpa- 
thetic and generous nature. a pleasant companion, and especial congemil to 
those who cultivited all that was highest and best in lite. and today tis men, 
ury is cherished in the hearts of his many friends, and hits intiience stall 4 
mains as a blessed benediction to those among whom he walked on the Fi: 


ayo line: 
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Mr. lairelild was born in Sr lkawretice county, New Works 
1822, and there he grew to manhood, enigrating to \Walworth county in 1843 
and bought the farm where Daniel D. Fairchild, lis son, and who is mentioned 
i this work, was born, and here the permanent home of the family was estab- 
lished. 

Nelson Fairchild was one of a family of eight children born to Saniuel 
and Sallie (.\lexander) Mairchild. The father was a farmer and he brought 
his family to Walworth county in 1844. Tle lived a vear in Spring Prairie 
township, then made his home with his son Nelson, of this sketeh, until lis 
death, in March, 1856, dving at the age of seventy-five: lus widow died three 
vears later at about the same age. Samuel [Fairchild was the son of Eleazer 
Fairchild, whose parents were natives of Ireland, from which country three 
Fairchild brothers enugrated to .\merica in colonial times and founded the 
family in America. lEleazer Fairchild went to Canada and served as an othcer 
in the British army, and he received twenty-one hundred acres of land for his 
services. He died at the age of seventy-five years, having given lis attention 
to the management of his valuable land, which the city of Montreal now 
CONCTS: 

Sallie .\lexander, inentioned above, was the daughter of David Alex- 
ander, a native of Scotland and a tailor by trade. Fle also spent his last days 
1 Canada. 

Nelson Fairchild spent his boyhood in his native county in New York, 
and there attended the public schools and learned the carpenter's trade, which 
he followed there and im \Visconsin for many years, having come to \Wal- 
worth county in 1843, and in 1844 he bought one hundred and sixty aeres in 
section 17, Geneva township, to which he later added twenty acres, and here 
he engaged successfully in general Farming and stock raising until his death, 
In 1go3. tle was a good manager and kept lis place well cultivated and had 
el Son 1 home. 

Mr. atrelild was married on November 13, (1847, to Laura Kenney. 
She was the daughter Damel and Margaret (Lytle) Nenney, natives of Jeffer- 
son and St. Lawrence counties, New York, respectively. The death of Mrs. 
lairehild occured on August 20, 1888, 

To Nelson Fairchild and wife six children were born, named as follows: 
George W. married Susan Wrylic, who died in August, tori: he was engaged 
m the lumber business at AMlanchester, Towa, until recently, and he now lives 
in Everett, Washington: Damel D.. whose sketeh appears on another page. 
was the next in order of birth of the subject's family: A\tbert N. married Elina 
Bray and he reeently went to feverett, Washington, to engage i the lumber 
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business with his brother, George W.: for a number of vears he was a teacher 
In Milwaukee; Ison, who married Cora Bagley, was an excellent dentist, but 
he is now engaged in the real estate business at AMechaniesville, lowa: Samuel 
lived at Marcelene, Missouri, tor about twenty vears. but he now resides at 
Ft. Madison, lowa: he marned Lou Wilhams; Mina married Engene Barker, 
of Delavan, and they have uwwo daughters, Elna and Ruth; he is a member 
of the Barker Lumber Company, of Delavan. 
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The Union soldier during the great war between the states builded wiser 
than he knew. Through four vears of suffering and wasting hardships, 
through the horrors Of prison pens and amid the shadows of death, he laid the 
superstructure of the greatest temple ever erected and dedicated te human 
freedom. The world looked on and called those soldiers sublime, for it was 
theirs to reach out the mighty arm of power and strike the chains from off 
the slave, preserve the country from dissolution, and to keep furled to the 
breeze the only flag that ever made tyrants tremble and whose majestic stripes 
and scintillating stars are stl waving universal liberty to all the earth. | lror 
all these unmeasured deeds the living present will never repay them. — len- 
sion and political power may be thrown at their feet: art and sculpture may 
preserve upon canvas and in granite and bronze their unseltish deeds: history 
may commit to books and cold type may give to the future the tale of therr 
sufferings and triumphs: but to the children of the generations yet unborn 
will it remain to accord the full measure of appreemtuion and undy mg remeni- 
brance of the immortal character carved out by the American soldiers mn the 
dark days in the early sixties, numbered among whom was Capt. Theodore 
A. Fellows, for many deeades a highly respeeted citizen of Walworth county, 
whose death occurred at his home at Genoa Punetion. on bebrnary 160, tgt2. 

Captain Fellows was born i Nalamazoo county, Michigan, May ie. 
1836, Ee was the sonof Timothy |Topkins Pellows and lelizie Vina ¢ Dtnean) 
Mellows. The lineage of this family may be traced back to Wallin Fellows. 
who was born in England abont 160g, who emigrated to America, naaking lis 
home at Ipswich, Massachusetts, where his death oecurred ino 1676. traction 
makes it probable that he came to the New World about rojo ora few years 
later. [lis son, Ephraim, Porn in 1639. was a trooper in Wing Plahips war. 
i 1675, under Capt. Nicholas Page. lhis son, Hphramn, Tid ao son, Vitel, 
Sr. who lived at Canaan, Connecticut, his lirth having ceeurred on October 
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29, 1734. Abiel, Jr. was born in October, 1764, and he also ved at Canaan. 
Connecticut; he was three times married, and had nineteen children, all of 
whom lived and reared families of their own. His grandson is Captain Fel- 
lows of this review. Timothy Fellows, father of the subject, was the son 
of Abiel Fellows, Jr., and Ins third wife, Doreas Ilopkins. Me was born 
March 1.4, 1812, in Luzerne county, Pennsylvania. .\biel Fellows, Sie was 
a soldier in the Revolutionary war and he was granted six thousand acres of 
land in Pennsylvania. Part of it was mountainous and apparently worthless 
and he traded it off. Since then it has increased to wonderful values, in view 
of the fact that rich veins of anthracite coal underhe it. [thza Ann Duncan 
was the daughter of \William and Ruth (Gilman) Duncan, of Ackworth. She 
was descended from George Dunean, who emigrated from Londonderry, Ire- 
land, in 171g and settled in Londonderry, New Hampshire. He married 
Margaret Cross, \Vilham Dunean, son of George, born in Ireland in 1716, 
came with his parents to America, and he became a captain probably in the 
French and Indian war, for he was sixty years old when the American Kevo- 
lution began. His son, John, of .\ckworth, New Plampshire, was a colonel in 
the latter war, and lie becaine a representative in the Leoislatire; isis som, 
Wilham, was the father of Eliza .Ann Duncan. 

Timothy H. Fellows, father of the subject of this sketch, had gone to 
Michigan m 1829 when he was seventeen years old and there he married 
Eliza .\nn Dunean, December 1, 1831, and to them eleven ehildren were born, 
hye of whom died in infancy, Theodore .\., of this sketch, being the third in 
order of birth. He was three years old when the fanuly moved to Wisconsin 
in the spring of 1840 and located in the southeast corner of Walworth county, 
when the country was wild and without roads. Genoa Junetion was not 
started until eleven years later. The father had previously entered into an 
arrangement with Daniel Rowe and Delmore Duncan whereby Rowe was sent 
here to enter land. tle accordingly took up a large tract, including the water 
power site at what is now Genoa Junction, and this they afterwards divided. 
Mr. Fellows’ land was in sectrons 3.4 and 35 along the south line of the county 
and state, and there he established the family home where he and his wife 
spent the rest of their lives. Tle not only engaged in farming, but also mer- 
chandising for some time in the early days. Tle was the first chairman of the 
town board of Bloomfield, after Geneva had been divided into four townships 
and the Bloomfield township was thus created. He became prominent in 
public affairs, influential in politics, and he was a representative in the Legis- 
lature two different terms in the fifties. His death oceurred in| November, 
tSqg, and lis wife dicd on April 23, 1887. 
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Capt. Theodore \. Fellows grew up on his father’s farm. Ele spent a 
year at Cedar Park Senunary, Michigan. In 18sG he married Jane .\. 
Monear, daughter of William and Mareia (Christiai) Monear. She was 
born on the Isle of Man and came to America in 1844 with her parents, who 
located im Nenosha county, Wisconsin, later moving to Mellenry county, 
Whois, not far front the Fellows home at the state line. 

The subject and wite moved to Minnesota a few months after their mar- 
riage. Where he prospeected for claims and improved them, remaining there 
two years, after acquiring about a half section of land which he held for a 
number of years. Returmng to his father’s farm, he remained there until 
the spring of 1860, spending the summer of that vear in the mountains of 
what was then called western Nansas, later becoming Colorado Territory, the 
country then being a wild trontier. Returning to his heme im Walworth 
county, the Civil war coming on the meanwhile. he enlisted in Company Kk, 
Fighth Wisconsin Volunteer [ntantry, and he was soon seeing serviee in the 
Army of the Tennessee, along the east side of the Mississippi river until after 
the tall of Vicksburg, July 4. 1803. when he was moved about to the Gulf of 
Mexico, then back to the department of the Cumberland and again back to the 
department of the Gulf. Fle was in the battle of Nashville. which is men- 
tioned by Instorians as being possibly the completest Union victory of the war. 
lle was also at the capture ot Vicksburg, Corinth and Spanish Fort. was at 
Fort Blakely and Mobile Bay, thus seeing muelt hard fighting and strenuons 
campaign work, in tact his regiment was in more engagements than any other 
from Wisconsin. .\t the battle of Corinth Mir. Fellows was wounded and 
he ever afterwards carried the bullet in his side. Tle was also wounded tn 
the ley at the battle of Nashville. and was disabled two or three months. Te 
was made orderly sergeant when the company was organized, having enlisted 
asa private. Tle proved to be a faithtol and gallant soldier, winning the ad- 
miration of his comrades and the confidence of Ins superior officers, conse- 
quently his promotion was gradual. In July, tS62, he was commissioned 
second Heutenant, and in the tall of the Same vear he was commuisstoned first 
lieutenant, and in 1865 he attained the rank of captain. 
~ After the war Captain Fellows went to Towa, in the spring ot 1&o6 and 
lived three and one-half vears at Des Moines, where he engaged in the general 
merchandise business. In the fall of r8og he went te western Nansas where 
he followed farming and dealing in live stock, chieth) Texas cathe, remaining 
there about nine years. Tle went to Leadville, Colorado, in i870, when the 
mining excitement was on at its height. There he engaged im mining, alse 
general merchandising, remaining there about seven vears. Returning to 
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Genoa Junction, \Wisconsin, in December, 1885, he remained here most of 
the time since, engaged in general farming and stock raising on his fne farm 
in the edge of the village. 

Captain Fellows was a member ot the county board and also superviosr 
of Genoa Junction. Ile was a member of the Masonic order, alsu the Grand 
Army of the Republic and the Loval Legion. 

The death of Captain Fellows’ first wife occurred in January, 1904, and 
in February, 190s, he was united in marriage with Peryvl M. Creighton, daugh- 
ter of Alfred and Julia (Jones) Creighton. She was born and reared at Ida 
Grove, Iowa. ler parents formerly lived at Siowx City, Towa, but they now 
reside in Genoa Junction. The Captain’s family consists of two children, 
Theodore A. and Maxine Jeanette. Captain Fellows was a man of high 
standing in Walworth county or wherever he was known. He was noted 
for his industry, courage and public spirit and lus loyalty to friends. 


WILE EAE DV ieee Ne 


This well known farmer of Geneva township is a descendant of one ot 
our old settlers who was among the first to come to the wilds of southern Wis- 
consin and undertake the task of clearing a farm and home from the dense 
woods. \Vhei the Palmer faniuly arrived here the clearinesiigere few sand 
the homes far between, and all the members of the family were required to 
bestir themselves in placing the wild land under cultivation and in establishing 
a comfortable home. 

Wilhaim [edwin Palmer was born on the farm on wlieli he now lives in 
secuions ro and it, Geneva township, this county, his birth oecurring on 
lebruary 2, 1878. tle 1s the son of Edwin Eufene andgiiminces —\ls ener 
(Chadwick) Palmer. a record of whom and their ancestors will be tound on 
another page of this work; sufhee it to say here that they did much toward 
the carly improvement of the county. 

William te. Palmer, of this sketeh, grew up on the home farm and there 
made lumself generally useful during the crop seasons when he became ot 
proper age, and during the winter months he attended the public schools im his 
heme district and received a fairly good education. Tle has spent his life on 
the homestead, which he has kept well inproved and well tilled so that it has 
retained its original fertility. Te took charge of the place in January. 1904, 
and ran it on the shares until his father’s death, the latter merely directing 


WALWORTIT COUNTY, WISCONSIN, 719 


the vperations ina general way and adsising the subject as to the best and 
time-tried methods of general farming and stock raising in which he had been 
suecesstul through a long life of industry. 

abe Daher of this sketch was married on December 4. tgor. to iva 
Viola Abbott. daughter of Frank Abbott and wife. a lnehly respected fans 
Of this county. a sketeh of whom appears elsewhere. tlere Mrs. Palmer erew 
to womanhood and was educated. Vo the subject and wife three children 
have been born, Beulah lllen. Alice and Edwin Engene. 

For a tine after Jus inarriage Mr. Palmer worked out, then farmed one 
vear on Trrank Abbotus farm. tle is a kind, courteous and industrious gen- 
tleman whom everybody hikes, being aman of good character. 





Pets eNO Ed N 


The gentleman whose name introduces this sketch is one of the pro- 
gressive business men of Walworth county, a man whose life has been led 
along conservative and praiseworthy lines and, while Jaboring for his indi- 
vidual advancement, he has never neglected his larger duties of citizenship. 
He isa member of the well known firm of Kohn & Jennings, of Lake Geneva. 

Lawrenee C. Kohn was born near kingwood, Mellenry counts, Hhinots, 
February 16, 1875. He is the son of John Nohn and wife, a complete sketeh 
ot whom appears elsewhere in this work. 

Mr. Kohn was six vears old when he accompanied his parents to Wal- 
worth county, in March, t8&8i. He grew to manhood i Lake Geneva and 
there attended the public schools and the high school \tter leaving: school 
he spent a vear in the grocery business, after which he went to Valparaiso, 
Indiana, and took a course at the Northern Indiana Normal Sclwol | keturn- 
ing to Lake Geneva he worked for thirteen months in the dry goods store ot 
J. W. Lone, then entered the employ of O. C. Colby & Company im the shoe 
and clothing department of their store. Tle remained there over tour years, 
then he and John T. Jennings formed a partnership under the firme name ot 
ohn & Jennings. in March, rygor. and they have since operated one of the 
popular stores of the southern part of the county. They bought ont dhe store 
of J. W. Lone. Mr. Kohn's fermer employer. dealing im men’s and boys’ 
clothing, furnishings and shoes. Both partners started with nothing bat what 
they had saved of their wages and by hard work, careful management and 


square dealings they have built up a darge and growing Duisiness, cnyoving i 
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wide trade from the southern part vf the county. They have a large and well 
arranged sture and always carry a complete, carefully selected and up-to-date 
stock of goods. They are also the owners of the substantial brick business 
block at the southeast corner of Maiv and Broad streets, as good a location 
as can be found in Lake Geneva. 

Mr. ohn is a public-spirited man, ready to boost the city’s interests, and 
he is at present a member of the board of aldermen. 

Mr. Kohn was married on October 9, 1901, to Minnie Dopke, a sister of 
Charles Dopke, of Geneva township. a sketch of whom is to be found on an- 
other page of this work. Mr. and Mrs. Kohn have three children, Katherine 
Caroline, Helene Marie and Mary Elizabeth. The subject and wife belong to 
the Lutheran chureh and are faithful in their support of the same. 





GHORGIS T. TARPEN: 


One of the successful farmers and publie-spirited citizens of Linn town- 
ship is George T. Tappen, a man who has worked hard and managed well and 
therefore has accumulated a sufficiency of material things to insure comfort 
for himself and family and his old age against want. 

Mr. ‘Tappen was horn at Rockford, Illinois, October 10, 1861. He is the 
son of John Matthew and Eleanor ( Baker) Tappen. the mother being a native 
of Cape Cod, Massachusetts, and the father of Rhinebeck, New York. Thev 
spent their early years in the East and were young people when they came to 
MWlinois. They were married at Roekford, later moving to Melenry county, 
less than two miles south of Zenda, about 1863. Tn 1871 they went to Cloud 
county, Kansas, where they spent the rest of their days, the father dying in 
February, 1910, and the mother in July, 1904. They were industrious peo- 
ple and becaine well established in the Sunflower state. 

George T. Tappen, of this sketeh, was nine years old when the family 
went to Kansas, and there his father homesteaded government land on the 
prairies, which the subject helped to develop and there grew to manhood. He 
recalls a number of the interesting pioneer experienccs, many of which were 
similar to the pioneer conditions here thirty-five years earlier. He farmed 
on the home place until 1893, then came to Walworth county and worked out 
at farm labor for some tine. In the spring of 1895 he began farming for 
himself in Linn township and he has met with uniform suecess as a result of 
close aypheation. In November, 1906, he bought a farm of his own and now 
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has one hundred and fifteen and one-hali acres in sections 10 and 15, Linn 
township. He has a fractional forty acres in the southeast quarter of the 
southeast quarter of section 10, also a fractional cighty in the east half of the 
northeast quarter of section 15. He keeps his land well improved and under 
a fine state of cultivation, and carries on general farming and stock raising 
on an extensive scale. 

Mr. Tappen was married on June 22, 1895. to Hattie E. Medberry, of 
Fast Troy, Walworth county. Mr. and Mrs. Tappen have one adopted child, 
Donald F. Tappen. His name before his adoption was Tlerman Schroeder, 
his tather having died prior to his adoption by the subject and wife. 

Mr. Tappen 1s treasurer of the town of Linn, having held that office two 
vears. He has always been a Democrat, but 1s now a progressive Republican. 
He is a member of the Modern \Woodmen. 


\ 
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Conspicnous among the representative agriculturists and stock men of 
Walworth county is Elry Channing Petrie, of Geneva townslup. Tle has 
made his influence telt tor good in Ins connnunity, is Ife having been closely 
mnterwoven with its lustory for a number of years. [lis efforts have been 
for the material advancement of the same as well as tor the social and e1vte 
uplitt of his fellow men, and the well regulated life he has led. thereby gain- 
ing the respect and admiration of all with whom he has come ite contact, 
entitles him to representation ina work of the nature of the one in hand. 

Mr. Petrie was born at Concord, Jefferson county, Wisconsin, om Decem- 
ber 5, 1855. and is the son of Jost D. Petrie, Jr. and Torinda (Ct boteomb ) 
Petrie. The father was born in Flerkimer county, New York, and he came 
to Wiseonsin among the first settlers, and entered dand trom the government 
in Jefferson county, near Coneord. Tle was the son ot Jost: and A\una 
(Garter) Petric. The tamily is of German descent. The subjects grand- 
father Petrie was a general in the Revolutionary war, and he had a brother, 
George Petrie, who also was an officer in the patriot army. The former died 
in the state of New York. 

lec eretrie cane weet in dater life, his mother also making the trip and 
here she spent the balance of her hfe. Plorinda Holeomb was born in Medine 
county, Ohio, and was the daughter of Webster and Vbigail (Perkins) Tlol- 
comb. This family came to Concord, Jefferson county, during the forties, 
being among the very first settlers. Both Jost D. Petrie and Webster Tol 
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comb took up ther land when this country was heavily timbered and settlers 
were few. They went to work with determination, and in due course of time 
had cleared the land, put it under cultivation and had good homes. They 
underwent the usual hardships and privation of pioneers. 

Jost D. Petrie was prominent in public affairs, and a loyal Republican. 
Ile was a member of the Wisconsin .\ssembly for two terms, in 1861 and 
[807, where he made a splendid record, and he also held a number of other 
nunor offices within the gift of the people, always with eminent satisfaction 
to all concerned. Ile moved to Oregon in 1882 where he made lis home 
until his death, in June, 1971, his wife having preceded him to the grave in 
February, 1905. 

Elry C. Petrie, of this sketch. vrew to manhood at (Concord wamcene 
attended the normal school at Whitewater. In 1&8&o0 he began farming for 
hunself on rented land. In r&8ygo he bought the farm where he now Hives in 
section 2, Geneva township, Walworth county, but he did not move here until 
two years later. Since 1892 this has been the scene of his labors, and he has 
placed this exeeHent farm under a high state of cultivation and improvement 
and has been very successtul as a general farmer and stock raiser, being much 
iiterested in raising Holstein cattle, and he keeps a splendid herd. 

Pohtically, Mr. Petrie is a Repubhean, and takes an interest in public 
affairs of lis community and he is at present a member of the township 
board, 

Mr. Petrie was married in 1876 to Mary .\. Ransome, daughter of 
[larvey l. and Salhe .\nn (Novse) Ransome. She was born in Concord, 
Jefferson county, \Wisconsin, where she was reared and edueated and there 
remamed until her marriage. er father was from Cattaraugus county, 
New York, and he took up land from the government, and was one of the well 
known pioneers here. [ler mother was born in Canada and she died wheu 
_Alrs. Ransome was a little girt. 

our children were born to Nir. ancl Als. Petre iiaiiely :~ \\ ite 
died when eight years old; .\wery C. died in infaney ; Merton E. and Lottie EE. 
reat Wome awit father. 

Ars. Petrie’s death occurred in November, 1s027andain SN ovenber ia: 
he was united in marriage with Alrs. Nora L. Turner, widow of Frank Turner, 
deceased. She was the daughter of John and Alyra (Gott) Olp. and she was 
born and reared in Lyons township, this county. Eller parents came from New 
York and settled here u1an early day. Vhe father was born in Genesee county, 
New York, and he was the son of Jacob Olp and wite, an excellent old) family 
there, To Alr. and Murs. Petrie one child has been horn, fost C. Alas etrie 


e 


had one son by her first marriage, Charles L. Turner. 
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One ot the best known and most progressive of the citizens of Genoa 
Junction and viemity is the present popular and able mayor of that village. 
Russell Holines, a man who leads an exemplary life and while laboring for 
his own advancement never fails to discharge his duties as a public-spirited 
citizen, 

Mr. Holmes was born in Lake county, Whnois, February 24, 1851. Ele 
is the son of Vhomas and Mana (Roddel) Holmes, both natives of Lineoln- 
shire. England, where they spent their vouth and were married, enugranng 
to .\merica and setthng in New York in an early day. Thomas Elolimes was 
lett an orphan in Ins childhood. He timally came on to Uhmois where he 
spent many vears, dying in 1880, his wife surviving until i8g5. Their fanily 
consisted of nine children, of whom, three sons and one daughter only survive, 
Riley, Frank and Mrs. Ida Louise Reynolds, all of Hebron, Hhnots, and 
Russell, of this sketeh. 

During the boyhood of Russell Holmes, the family moved across the 
line into Wisconsin, first locating in Racine county, then moved to Kenosha 
county, and in 1871 they moved to a farm in Mellenry county. The subject 
grew up on the farm and he has devoted his life to general agricultural pur- 
snits, having begun farming for himself about 187y near Hebron, Mhnots, 
remaining there until Mareh, 1890, when he moved to Genoa Junction. — tle 
began by renting a farm for two years, then bought a farm and there became 
well established. He purchased a hvery barn upon coming to Walworth 
county which he ran two years, then bought thirty-eight acres in the eastern 
part of Genoa Junction, within the corporate limits, and there he built a tine 
home on the high ground in the eastern edge of the village. When the village 
Was incorporated in tgot he was eleeted the first mayor, and he has since been 
re-elected several times, in fact has held this offee ever sinee with the exeep- 
tion of two vears. The office came to hind unsought, Which shows his ligh 
standing in this community. Ele has been a most efferent public afterall, domyg 
much for the permanent good of the town and has done as mmeh, i net more 
for its development during the past decade or more, than any other man. 
Prior to his election as mayor of Genoa Junetien he ser cdl (Wir 5 CHS cieaat 
member of the county board, and he has also been treasurer of the sehool 
board for the past seventeen years. 

Mr. Holmes was married in t878 to Carrie Loutse Street, Ot Plebron, 
Hlinois, daughter of Seldon (1. and Alary Sirect, and to this union one son 
was born. Rennie C.. whese birth occurred on May 23. 1882. Ile married 
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Florence Simpson, of Genoa Junction, and they have one clild, a daughter, 
named Neva Evaline. Rennie Holmes and family live in a large handsome 
hume,. next to that of his father, and he is engaged in carpentering and build- 
ing, also farms and engages in the poultry business. 

The parents of Mrs. Russell Holmes came from Orleans county, New 
York, to Illinois in the spring of 1854, and located two miles east of the vil- 
lage of Hebron, near the Wisconsin line, but there was no village when they 
arrived there. Their house had been a wayside inn, and the railroad from 
Chicago had not been extended as far as Walworth county. All this country 
was yet in an undeveloped condition. Mrs. Holmes grew up in the house 
where her parents first settled and lived there until her marriage. The death 
of her father, Seldon G. Street. occurred in 18y4. Her mother 1s still living, 
making her home most of the time with Mr. and Mrs. Holmes. She is now 
eighty-two years old and is in excellent health, being remarkably well pre- 
served for one so much advanced 1n years. 

Mrs. Holmes has one brother and two sisters: Henry Street hves on the 
old home farm near Hebron, Hlinois, and Mrs. Delia Bliss lives at .\lbia, 
Orleans county, New York: Mrs. E. B. Greeley hives in Alden, Minnesota. 
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The name of Walter .\. \West is known to every one who has the shghtest 
acquaintance with the business history of Elkhorn and Walworth county. 
For many years he has filled a large place in the industrial affairs of the city, 
and as an energetic, far-seeing, enterprising man whose judgment and dis- 
eretion are seldoin at fault and whose influence makes for the substantial up- 
building of the commumty. 

Mr. West was born in Sugar Creek township, this county, on November 
Iq, 2836. Ile is the son of Stephen Gano West and Alartha .\. (Lake) 
\West, the father a native of North Norwich, Chenango county, New York. 
Ile came to Walworth county, Wisconsin, when abont twelve years old, in 
S38, with his parents, Stephen Gano West. Sr., and Rebecca (Pike) West. 
and here in the nudst of primeval surroundings they established a good home 
through hard work and close application, the country then being a wilderness. 
The West family came to New York state from Connecticut a number of 
generauions ago. 

Martha .\. Lake was born at Cooperstown, New York, and during his 
childhood lived a near neighbor to James l*enimore Cooper, the great novelist. 
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She was the daughter of Nelson and ———— (Brandon) Lake. her maternal 
grandmother having been a Knowlton, a daughter of Capt. Joli Kuoewlten, 
a soldier in the .\Vmerican Revolution. The Lake tanily came west and lived 
for a time in Hlinois, and about 1850 moved on to Walworth county, Wiscon- 
sin, settling in the village of Troy. on what is now known as the Schwartz 
farm on Pickerill Jake. later moving to Eagle Prairie, Waukesha county. 
Stephen ta. \West, Ir.. ancl Martha \. Lake were miirricd imei iid 
up their residence in Sugar Creek township, moving in the spring of 1866 to 
kikhoru, buving a farmin the north edge of town where they spent the rest 
of their lives, his death oecurring on the last day of October, 18809, lis wife 
having preceded him to the grave in July, 1884. Politically, he was a Demo- 
crat. and he filled the office of assessor for years, was a member of the school 
board. and was also chairman of Sugar Creek township. Fle took a lively 
interest in public affairs and was influential in the same. 

Stephen G. West, Jr.. was twice married. his second wife, whom he mar- 
ried in the fall of 1886, being known in her maidenhood as Hanna Merri 
field, who is now living at Beloit. Qne son was born to the second union, 
Myron Chester West. By the first marriage there were eight children, 
namely: DeWitt Clinton, who died at Perry, lowa: Walter .\.. of this sketch: 
Helen R. is the wife of B. BL. Vaylor and lives on a farm near Elkhorn: 
Charles F. hives at Oak Park, Wlinois: Stephen Gano ts a physteian and surgeon 
in Chicago: Arthur Penn diced when fourteen vears old: Hattie is the wife of 
Albert J. Reed. a furniture dealer in Elkhorn; Cora died when ten years old. 

Walter .\. West. of this sketch, grew up on the farm at Elkhorn, and 
he received his education in the public schools and the State University. bin- 
ishing school in t880, he was married on Mareh r6th of that year to Laura R. 
Fitch, daughter of Zadock Martin Fitch and Juha (Barus) bitch. She was 
horn and reared at Elkhorn. fler parents came from Brockton, New York, 
and located at Elkhorn about 1X50. The Jather of Mrs. West conducted a 
draving business for many years at I-lkhorn. 

For three vears after his marriage Walter .\. West engaged in farming 
in the north part of Elkhorn. On March 13, 1884, he went into the butter 
and cheese business. starting first as a partner of J. Ul. Uharris. Their bust- 
ness grew rapidly aud prospered and developed into the Wisconsin Bitter & 
Cheese Company, of which Mr. West is vice-president. and its large business 
has been due in no small part to his influence. This company is given special 
mention on another page of this work. 

From 1890 to 1894 Mr. West was state dairy commissioner. fn local 
affairs he has been a member of the school board and he as also an alderman, 
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He is a loyal Democrat. Fraternally, he is a Mason, having attained the 
thirty-second degree, and he belongs to the .\ncient .\rabie Order of Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine. He is past grand high priest of the grand chapter of 
\Wisconsin. He was grand high priest in 1g10, and has long been active and 
popular in lodge cireles. In rehgious matters he belongs to the Congrega- 
tional church, of which Alrs. West is also a member. 

Four clildren have been born to Alr. and irs. West, namely > Mlanrice 
Edgar marned .\manda \Winters and lives at Fond du Lac, \Wisconsm, where 
he is engaged in the creamery business; Julia lives at home: De\Vitt C. 1s a 
student in the State Lniversityv: Walter A., Jr.. lives at home and 1s attend= 


ing high school. 


Gees SON KORG BS, 


Earnest labor, unabating perseveranee and good management are the 
elements which have brought prosperity to Charles Monroe Gates, who was 
born on the tarm where he still resides in the southwestern part of Geneva 
township, Walworth county, September 24, 1861. Every locality needs such 
men—men of genuine worth, of unquestioned integrity and honor. 

Mr. Gates has been content to spend his life in his home community and 
he is widely known throughout the same. Tle is the son of Irwin |tranklin 
Gates and Charlotte Dewey (Spencer) Gates. The father was born in May, 
17. te came from near Aloscow. New York, in the early forties, and 
located in) Walworth county, Wisconsin. He was the son of Daniel and 
Betsey (Fenton) Gates. The subject's maternal grandparents were Hiram 
and Lois (Mosley) Spencer. Ther daughter Charlottesigs, horn ine: 
[Lawrence county, New York. One ot lawn F. Gates ancési@ienvas a soldier 
in the Revolutionary war and was wounded by a poisoned bullet. The father 
of the subject of this sketch was about nineteen or twenty years old when he 
came west. [le was a stone mason, aud he located first at Racine, \Visconsin, 
then came to Geneva, Walworth counts, and upon iis arrival he spent Ins last 
quarter for something to eat. fle worked at his trade for years. Soon after 
he was twenty-one vears of age he bought the farm where the subject now 
resides and made his home here the rest Gf his lite igresie was ied 
and he bought the farm ot Ins wifes father, who came here when the country 
Was first opened for setUlement and entered the farm from the government. 
Mtr. Speneer was killed by a mad bull on the farm, atter which his widow 
moved to Eikhorn, where she spent her last days. 
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Charles M. Gates was the third in order of birth of a danuly of four 
children, namely: Tliram Franklin lives in Rock county, Wisconsin: Charlotte 
Sophia is the wite of C. J. Eaton and they live in Elkhorn: Bettie Lois mar- 
ried HE. W. Weed and they live in Saskatchewan. Canada. The father of 
these children was a Democrat and active in the affairs of his community. fs 
death occurred on February 9, 1go8, lis wife having preceded hint to the grave 
on July 3. 1906, both dying on the homestead, which they had developed 
through long vears of labor, and on this farm, as before intimated, their son, 
Charles M.. grew up and has spent his life, keeping it well improved and well 
tilled and the buildings in proper repair. 

Mr. Gates is a Democrat and he has been a frequent holder of township 
offices, always discharging his duties faithfully. For eleven vears he was 
assessor Of Jus township and this is his fifth vear as chairman. 

Mr. Grates was marned on November 4, 1&8&3, to tda Cornwell, and her 
death oceurred on November rt, 1884.0 On November pt. 1885, he was united 
In marnage with die Caroline Krenger. She was born in Germany and was 
brought to this county by her parents, rank and [lizabeth (\Wathandt) 
Krenger, who have lived for many years in Latavette township. To Mer. and 
Mrs. Gates three children have been born, namely: tedith May, wife of Bur- 
ton Fairchild, lived on the Fairchild farm in the central part of Geneva town- 
ship: she has one daughter. Edna. Jlarry Monroe Gates married Mabel 
White, and they live on @ farm two and one-half miles north of Williams Bay, 
and they have two eluldren, ledith and Donald. rank Ieugene Gates is on 
the home farm with bis father. 

Fraternally, Mr. Gates is a Mason. Tle as industrious, diligent, kind and 


straightforward in manner. everybody likes him. 


GEORGISQIEN IY WEL et. 


The present popular and efficent clerk of the ciremt court. George 
Olney Nellogg, of Elkhorn. has been one of Walworth COUMTN s well known 
ciuzens for over two decades, where he has sustained an envied reputation 
in business and public life. This energetic nature, strong determination, si 
vacity and capable management have brought to hind success a lites aren 
where many of his compeers have been unable to atta more thin a mediocre 
victory. He is aman who has, by bis exemplary bite in all ats relations with 


his fellow men. earned the high csteent in whieh he ts universally hele. 
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Mr. WNellogg was born in Westmoreland, Oneida county, New York, 
February 18, 1859. He is the son of Charles Horace Kellogg and Almira 
(Olney) Wellogg, the father born in the same vicinity as was the subject, 
April 15, f819, and in that county was also born the subject's mother on 
November 30, 1823, the daughter of James and Phoebe (Smith) Olney, he 
born January 29, 1789, and she on January 6, 1792. The parents of the 
subject grew up in Westmoreland, Oneida county, New York, and there they 
were marned on Mareh fo, 1853. Charles H. Nelloge devoted his life to 
farning. Politically, he was a Republican, and in religious matters a Congre- 
gationalist. His death oceurred in Oriskany alls, New York, October 13. 
18y3. and the death of his wife occurred on May 19, 1894. They were the 
parents of the following ehildren: Charles Warren lived at Westmoreland, 
New York: Fannie Maria is the wife of John N. Cole and also lives in West- 
moreland; Harriet E. is the wife of Charles Byron Keith: Caroline S. died 
in girlhood; George Olney, of this sketch; and Willis James. 

The paternal grandparents of these ehildren were Deacon Warren and 
Rhoda (Case) Wellogg, the latter the daughter of Caleb and Rhoda (Mills) 
Case. Warren Kellogg was born in New Hartford, Connecticut, finally 
moved to Trenton, thence to Westmoreland, New York. Ile was a carpenter 
by trade and was influential in chureh affairs for many years, being a deacon. 
Ile was the son of Abraham and Sarah (Seymour) Kellogg, the latter the 
daughter of John and Hannah Seymour, and was born July 12, 1750. .\bra- 
hant Kellogg was born in 1750, and was the son of .Abraham Kellogg, Sr., 
and Sarah (AMlarsh) Wellogg. She was the daughter of Jonathan Marsh, of 
Ilartford. Abraham Wellogg, Sr.. was the son of Capt. Isaac and Mary 
(Webster) Nellogg. The latter was born Alay 31, 1697, and she was the 
danghter of Joseph and Mary (Judd) Webster. Capt. Isaac Kellogg was 
horn in Elartford, Conneetieut, January 17, 1697. He was the first represent- 
ative from that town to the Connecticut .\ssembly, and was elected to that 
ofhee twenty-three times. Fle was captain of the Fourth Company, of the 
Train Band. te was distinguished for piety, good judgment, firmness and 
ability as a magistrate. His descendants are now a small nation. Capt. Isaae 
Nelloge’s father, Deacon Samuel Nelloge, was born in Hadley, September 28, 
1662, and he married Sarah Merril, danghter of Deacon Jolin and Sarah 
(\Vatson) Mermll, of Ulartford. Deacon Samuel Nelloge’s father, Lient. 
Joseph Kellogg, was baptized in Great Leighs, eneland, .\pril 1. 1626. He 
caine to America among the early settlers and lived at Farmington, Connecti- 
cut, m 16st. dn 165g he bought, for seven hundred dollars, a tract of land. 
now covered in part by thé Advertiser building in Boston, whieh is now worth 
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more than one hundred dollars per square foot. le was a pioneer m several 
towns, and was twenty-nine vears in military service. being a lieutenant ina 
nulitary company, and was in commaud at some famous fights with the In- 
dians. He was the son of Martin Kellogg, of Lights. Braintree, England, 
a weaver by protession. [is father was Phillip Kellogg, son of Thomas and 
grandson ot Nicholas, of Debden. in Mssex. 

George Olney Kellogg. the immediate subject of this sketch, grew to 
manhood in New York state. on a farm. When about twenty years old: he 
began cheese making. which he followed for a number of vears. In r&885 he 
bought a cheese tactory in the town of Westmoreland and went into the busi- 
ness for himselt, continuing there until the end of the year (8&8, and the first 
of January, r8&y. he came to Whitewater, Walworth county, Wisconsin, and 
the first of April went to Grant county, this state, where he bought a cheese 
factory, remaining there unul the fall of T8g2, then returned to Whitewater 
and engaged in tarming and gardening near that city until r&96, 0 ba t8g7 he 
came to l:Ikhorn to take a position as deputy sheriff and turnkey, serving under 
I, AL MeAMillen, also under Seth Ef. tTollister, remaining in this office four 
vears. Later he was an assistant at the county farm Tor two years. Tn 1go3 
he returned to Elkhorn. and became deputy clerk under T. Ro AMlorgan and 
served as deputy until October 1, 1905, at which time Mr. Morgan died. and 
the subject was appointed clerk to fill out the unexpired term. Tle was elected 
to that office in 1906, and re-elected in tgo8, and was elected fora third term 
in 1yto, and is still holding the office of clerk of the cireuit court. While 
serving as deputy in that office he was alsu city marshal of Telkhorn. 

Politically. Mr. Nelloge is a loyal Republican, and he takes mucli interest 
in public affairs, althongh he has never claimed to be a politician, and he is 
always found willing to de his part in the county organization and, in fet, im 
furthering any movement looking to the general public weal. As a public offi- 
cial his career has been highly commendable and has clicited the praise of all 
concerned, irrespective of party alignment. 

Mr. Kellogg was married in tS&y to Margaret barns, daughter otf Syl- 
vester and Cornelia Celestia (Varker) Barns. ler death occurred in White- 


water, March 13. 1&y4. leaving one son, \imes, who wis born November 15, 
1890; he is now attending the State Cniversity at Miardison, 

Mr. Kellogg was again married November 13, 100, to esther Lonise 
Purdy, daughter of Perry Lewis and Esther Ann ¢Waleox ) Purdy. She wis 
born in the town of Lyons, between Lyons and Springticld. Tfler father wits 
from Delaware county, New York, and her mother is SH Iivine. making her 
home with Mr. and Mrs. Kellogg. .\ sketch of Thomas TE Wileox sad: tam 


ily appears on another page of this work, 
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Afr. Kellogg is a Mason, belonging to the blue lodge, chapter and council, 
and is a Kinght Femplar. Tle and his wife are members ot the Order of the 


Eastern Star, as is also Alrs. Nelloge’s mother. Kehgiously, the Kellogg 
family belong to the Episcopal chureh and are faithful supporters of the same. 


AR CVO Sr. 


The naine ot Arthur Clohiss: of Elkhorn. is deeph senat.. eqn 
pages of Walworth county's history, for through many years he has been an 
WNportant factor mn professional and political hie, ranking among the leading 
legal lights of the local bar. Absolute capability often exists in special in- 
stances, but is never brought into the clear hght of the utihtarian and practical 
lite. Hope is of the valley, while effort stands upon the mountain top, se 
that personal advancement comes not to the one who hopes alone, but to the 
one whose hope and faith are those of action. Thus 1s determined the full 
Ineasure Of success to one who has struggled under disadvantageous circun- 
stances, and the prostrate mediverity to another whose abihty has been as 
great and opportunities wider. Then we may well hold in ngh regard the 
results of individual effort and personal accomplishment, for cause and effect 
here maintain their functions in full force. The splendid success which has 
come to Mr. Clolisy is direetly traceable to the sahent points of his character. 

Mr. Clohisy is a native of East Troy township, this county, and here he 
has spent lis life. Ele is the son of Mathew and Bridget Clolisy, natives of 
Ireland, from which country they enngrated to the United States when voung, 
and after their marriage estabhshed the family home im Walworth county. 
Wiseonsin, Leeoniing the owners of eightv aeres of land. The tather died 
suddenly, leaving the widow with five small children. By good management, 
economy and perseverance she kept the family together and reared them in 
comfort and respectability. Jolin is now a druggist in Mukwonago. \Wiseon- 
sin: Daniel, Matthew and Watherine reside at Eagle, Wisconsin: and .\rthur 
of this sketeh. The death of the mother occurred in 1885. and the old home- 
stead is still the undivided property of the clildren. 

Arthur Clolusy was reared on the home farm, where he began working 
in the fields when quite young. [le received his primary edueation in the dis- 
trict schools and the village schools at Mukwonago, later attended the Whuite- 
water Normal School. Ife then learned telegraphy, at which he worked for 
soine time, saving money enough to defray ns expenses at Marquette College, 


WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSIN, re 


Milwaukee. .\iter spending a year in that institution, he was compelled to 
give up his studies owing to tailing health. Te subsequently entered the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, where he made an execllent reeord. and was eraduated 
from the law department with the class of t&yy. 

Thus well equipped for his chosen life work, Mr. Closhisy entered upon 
Ins career, first spending a short time ina law office in Milwaukee, then, in 
1895, he returned to Walworth county and opened a law office in Elkhorn, 
where he has continued in the practice to the present time, being in partner- 
ship tor a short tive with David \enew, but he has eontinued alone the 
major part of the time. tle was suecessful from the first and has built up a 
large and growing clientele. and is known as a painstaking, alert and able 
lawver, keeping fully abreast of the times in all that pertains to his profession 
and taking Ingh rank among his professional brethren in southern Wisconsin. 

Pohtically, Aly. Clohisy is a Repubhean and has been active ino party 
affairs ever since conuny to Elkhorn. He was county commissioner one 
term, and was city attorney tor three vears; he was tor some time justice of 
the peace, filling this office ma manner that reflected much credit upon him- 
self and to the eminent satisfaction of all concerned, lis deeisions beme char- 
acterized Ly fairness to all partes. a deep insight into the principles of jurts- 
prudence and they seldom met with reversal at the hands of a ugher tribunal. 


JOUN VT. JENNINGS. 


We are glad to give Jolin VT. Jennings, one of the suceesstul young busi- 
ness men of Walworth county, a place in this work along with other enter- 
prising citizens, for he has led an active and praiseworthy career. Tle is a 
member of the well known firm of Kohn & Jennings in Lake Geneva. Tle was 
born in Fayette, Wisconsin, on December 10, 1867, and he is the son of John 
C. and Katherine Jenmings. Goth parents were born and reared in fngland, 
the father in Cornwall and the mother in Brighton. learly i lite they went 
to Australia and there met and married. Later they went back to Paaghunid, 
and from there emigrated to the United States, reaching here in July, 0867, 
and settled on a farm in Lalfayette county, Wisconsin, near Payette, There 
John T. of this review, was born and reared, and there they heeame very 
eomtortably established. The father’s death occurred there on Q\etober 14, 
Igtt, at the advanced age of cighty-two years. “The mother survives and 
makes her home in Darlington, Wisconsin, 
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When John T. Jennings was twenty years old, having grown up on the 
home farm and made himself useful during the crop seasons there, attending 
the local schools in the wintertime, he went to Darlington and began life for 
himself by clerking in a general store, remaining there six and one-half years, 
during which time he mastered the ins and outs of the business, and then went 
to Beloit, remaining there in the Golden Eagle Clothing Store for six months. 
He then came to Lake Geneva, Walworth county, where he worked in the 
clothing. dry goods and shve store of O. C. Colby & Company for five and 
one-halt years, in the men’s shoes and clothing department, giving his usual 
high grade service and satisfaction. 

Mr. Jennings formed a partnership with Lawrence C. Nolin, in 1901, and 
entered the business for themselves in Lake Geneva, under the firm name of 
Kohn & Jennings, and they have continued together ever since, building up a 
large and constantly growing trade with the surrounding country. They have 
a neat and well arranged store, carefully stocked with up-to-date goods. 

Besides his store, Mr. Jennings has investments in some other enterprises. 
and he has met with encouraging suecess in whatever he has turned his atten- 
tion to. Like his partner, he started on his own resources and forged to the 
front by his indomitable courage. 

Mr. Jennings was married on May ro, r&gg, to Alda Hunter, of Rich- 
mond, Illinois, the daughter of Robert Hunter and wife. The subject is a 
member of the Masonic order, both the blue lodge and the chapter, also the 
Naghts of Pythias, having been a member of the latter for the past twenty 


years. 


JOFEN OTN. 


The United States can boast of no better or more law-abiding class of 
citizens than the great number of Germans who have found homes within her 
borders and whom this country is always ready to welcome to its shores. 
There have come to this country from the fatherland and other alien lands 
men with limited financial resources but imbued with a sturdy mdependence 
anda laudable ambition to succeed, and who have taken advantage of the won- 
derful possibilities afforded here. Gradually, step by step. they have risen to 
places of prominence in various fines of activity. Of these there can be none 
mentioned who deserves more favorable attention than the gentleman whose 
Name opens this biographical sketch and who has for many vears been an hon- 
ored and industrious resident of Walworth county where he is well known and 
highly esteemed for his many conmnendable characteristics. 
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John Kohn was born at Rhine-Hessen, near Mainz, in the province of 
Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany, on February 2, 1835. and he is the son of 
George and Watherine (Hebiy) Koln, natives of Germany. “Their son, John, 
of this review, grew to maturity and received his edueation in his native land 
and remained there until 1855 when he emigrated to the United States and 
stopped in Chicago, but took up his residence in Proviso, a small town in Cook 
county, where he worked at the carpenter's trade. .\fter remaining there 
about a year he went to Chieago and spent six months, then returned to Pro- 
viso and that was his home during the next eight vears, during whieh time he 
followed the carpenter's trade. 

In 1863 Mr. Nohn was united in marriage with Marie Weinheimer, 
daughter of Fred and WNatherine (Senft) Weinheimer. She was born at 
Vallertheim, Hessen-Darmstadt, Germany, and she grew to womanhood there, 
emigrating to .\merica when about twenty-one or twenty-two vears of age. 
She had a sister and brother-in-law at Proviso, Whnois. and she came there 
and made her home with them. bout 1865 Mr. and Mrs. Nohn moved to 
Chicago where they spent about ten vears, engaged in the milk business, and 
during their residence there the big fre occurred.  Pesides the mulk business 
they had rental property, several apartment houses, and after the fire a cheaper 
class of tenants filled the section of the city in which they were living and as a 
result property values were so depreciated that Mr. Kohn traded his property 
for a farm near Ringwood, Mellenry county, and soo moved thereto and 
engaged in farming for three vears. In i880 he moved to Lake Geneva, 
Wisconsin, sold his tarm and bought the old Union house on Broad street, 
south of the railroad. Tle changed the name of the house to the Magle hotel, 
which he suecesstully conducted for a period of ten vears, rendering it one 
of the most popular hotels in this famous resort region, finally turning it over 
to the management Of lis sons and retired trom business, moving to lis heme 
at the end of Geneva street. [le afterwards bought a farm of two hundred 
acres, the Murphy place in Linn township, Walworth county. Tle improved 
the farm, erected substantial new buildings and sold itto John Murphy. Tle 
has been very successtul in whatever he has turned his atention te and tas 
accumulated “ competeney, being a man of keen discernment, sound judgment 
and up-to-date in his methods, at the same time living daily by the Golden 
Rule. 

Twelve children have been born to Ar. and Mrs. Wohn, six of when diced 
in infancy: those who grew up were: Phillip, whe is in business where his 
father Art started in Lake Geneva; he married Plattie Shicke and they have 
three children, Jolin, who was in partnerslup with Philip i the hotel busi 
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ness, died December 15. 1g0y. after a very sudden illness, leaving a wife and 
five ehildren. Lawrence, who 1s injthe frm @tigkohn & jennimes clothiens 
of Lake Geneva, married Minnie Dopke and thev have three children: her par- 
ents were early settlers of the vicmity of Elkhorn and Mrs. Dopke 1s now liv- 
ing in Lake Geneva. Minnie, Mr. Nohn’s fourth child, is at home with her 
parents. Henuna married Michael Quineannon, son of an old fannly who set- 
tled near Lake Geneva inany years ago. She now lives in Chicago where Nir. 
Quincannon is a salesman for a wholesale grocery: they have two ehildren. 
Tillie Kohn married Ernest G. Host, whe is in the meat business in Lake 
Geneva, and enjoys a large trade; they have three children; Ins people are old 
settlers in Walworth county. 

Fraternally, Alr. Nohn is a Mason of many years standing. Tle has a 
beautiful home and is there spending his declining vears in quiet, surrounded 
by the blessings of life as a result of his former years of thrift. He has never 
been a public man, preferring to lead a conservative life, being a home loving 


aN. 


Ge SPP Rei RIG. Diol G. 


The farmer is not the only necessary factor in a community. His pres- 
ence is, of course, iMportant, but so is that of the nuller, the store-keeper and 
the blacksnith, all having been necessary since the first settlement. At first 
the old mills were run by water-power and in very slow time, then steam came 
into use and wheat was converted more quickly into our flour and the great logs 
faster ito lumber: the first merehants kept their litde stock of general mer- 
chandise ina rude building of logs, now the elegant department store is found 
alinast in every town: the early-day blaeksmuth, like the brawny-armed Vulean 
i Long tfellow’s poem, stood “under a spreading chestnut tree.—now we hnd 
him ina convement building, equipped with every muproved appliance to make 
his labor easier and lis work more effieent. .\ugust Charles Desing, of IIk- 
horn, knows both the old and modern way of blacksmithing, this having been 
his life work, and he ts today one of the best known blacksmiths and wagon- 
walkers i this seetion of the state, manufacturing the famous “Center” wagon, 
which, owing to its superior qualities, has ever found a.very ready market. 

Mr. Desing was born in Brunn, Meeklenburg-Strelitz, Germany, Decem- 
ber 16, 1858, and is the son of John and Willf¢hmima (Wilk) Desing. Tle 
was five years old when the family enugrated to the United States in the tall 
of 1803. After spending about six months i Youngstown, Olio, they came 
on to Walworth county, Wisconsin, locating in Spring Prairie township, 
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where the tather bought a farm, having first worked out for wages until he 
could buy land ot lis own. Later he bought a farm in North Geneva at the 
edge ot Laiayette township, the place ving in both townships. and this was 
the family home for about forty years, they having become well established 
here through their industry. .\ complete sketch of John Desing appears on 
another page of this work. 

August C. Desing grew to maturity on the home farm here where he 
remaimed until he was eighteen years of age, then began in 1879 as an appren- 
tice in the blacksmith trade, serving three years, then worked a vear as journey- 
man in Chicago. Returning to this county, he bought the shop of a Mr. 
Livingston at Elkhorn on May 4. 1883, and he has remained here to the 
present time, having been in business in iikhorn as long as any others in this 
line, and lus shop, which stands exactly in the center of the county, is widely 
known and has been extensively patronized for over three decades, many of 
his best patrons coming from remote sections of the county, for they know 
they will receive prompt and high grade service. In October, 1886, Mr. 
Desing’s shop was destroyed by fire. Fle soon rebuilt it on a much larger plan 
and equipped it with up-to-date apparatus. Tle had already added) wagon- 
making to his blacksimthing, and named bis product the “Center Wagon,” by 
virtue of the fact that it was made in the center of the county. Fle has con- 
tinued the business ever since, with ever-increasing prosperity and success. 
\ vear or two after the fire he took as a partner C. C. Gaylord, who was with 
hin for a period of eleven vears. Since then the subject lis continued alone, 

Mir. Desing has long taken much interest in public affairs, and las ably 
served the people as alderman, trustee and supervisor of lelkhorn for a nut 
ber of vears, about eighteen terms, always with eninent satisfaction to all eon- 
cerned. TIe was the first alderman elected in letkhorn and for aany years 
he was an influential member of the city council  \When the eity adopted the 
commission plan of operating the light and water plant he was a member ot 
that commission for several vears. In rgii he was appotited a anember ot 
the board of education, and ts stall On the same tlaving been one of the 
older members of the city governing bodies, nach responsibility was Td on 
his shoulders, he having been usually at the head of smportant conmitees, snd 
some times inuch depended upon his action, as i the case of the settlement of 
the light plant question: but he has ever been aman of sound judgment, wise 
discretion and foresight. and had the general good ot the emty and commas 
at heart, consequently lias given the people the best service possible, which 
they have fully appreciated. according bind lugh esteent fer the prareworths 


course he has ever pursued 
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Mr. Desing was married on July 5, 1883, to Nettie Bauermann, daughter 
of Jaeob and Catherine (Martin) Bauermann. She was born and reared in 
Ikhorn. Hler parents were natives of Germany and spent their early lives 
in the valley of the Rhine, from whieh they emigrated to the United States 
and loeated in Elkhorn, Wiseonsin, about 1860. During the progress of the 
Civil war Mr. Bauermann engaged in the shoemaking business here, when 
shoemakers made shoes to order from actual measurements, as tailors now 
make clothes. | 

Ten children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Desing, one of whom, 
Nettie, the eldest, died when three and one-half years old; the others are living 
and named as follows: Lillian, .Arthur, Gertrude, George, Rena, Orma, Alene, 
Filmer and Marjorie. 

Mr. Desing and family belong to the Lutheran church, of which he has 
been a worthy member ever since he was fourteen years old, and he has been 
a liberal supporter of the same. He stands high as a citizen and business man 
and has a wide aequaintance throughout the county. 


EDMUND DECATUR DENISON. 


The life history of Edmund Deeatur Denison, formerly superintendent of 
the Lake Geneva publie schools, is well worth emulation by the youth who 
hesitates at the parting of the ways. As a teacher he has met with merited 
suecess and in his capacity of principal his record presents a series of successes 
and advancements such as few attain. He pursued his chosen ealling with 
all the interest of an enthusiast, is thoroughly in harmony with the spirit of 
the work and has a proper coneeption of the dignity of the profession to which 
his life and energies were so unselfishly devoted. He is now engaged in busi- 
ness. 

Mr. Denison was born June 30, 1872, at Hanna, Indiana. Ie is the son 
of George S. and Aurilla A. (Blackman) Denison, the father a native of Ohio. 
The family caine originally from England in 1631 and settled at Roxbury, 
Massachusetts, the first of the immigrants being William Denison, and from 
his son George is descended the present Denison family, members of whieh 
have been more or less prominent in various walks of life. George Denison 
returned to [England and took part in the wars under Cronwvell. Ife was 
wounded at the battle of Naseby and was taken to the home of a Mr. Borodell 
and nursed by his daughter Ann, with whom he fell in love and they were 
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married. He returned to .\merica and settled in Connecticut. It is a matter 
ot history that he was with one exception the most conspicuous and daring 
soldier of New London county. Te bore the rank of captain and was called 
the Miles Standish of the settlement. One of his descendants. James Denison, 
was a direct ancestor of the subject of this sketch. Tle was a captain in the 
Revolutionary war and he died of smallpox while in the service. 

George S. Denison, father of the subject. was the son of Wheeler B. 
Denison, and he grew up in Ohio. Ile married .\urilla .\. Blackman, a native 
oi that state and the daughter of Hiram and Clarissa (Darrow) Blackman, 
who caine from Ohio at the time of the Mormon movement to Nauvoo, Ih- 
nois, but after reaching that place they left the Mormons and went to LaPorte 
county, Indiana, and established their home there. George S. Denison came to 
Indiana with his parents and when the Civil war came on he enlisted in the 
Union army and served through the same, being chief musician in the Twen- 
tieth Indiana Volunteer Infantry during the early part of the war and later in 
the Eighty-seventh Indiana Intantry. In 1865 he settled at Flanna, Indiana, 
and was living there when he married. Hlis family consisted of two sons and 
two daughters. namely: George H.. now of Columbus, Indiana; Esther, wife 
of Thomas Richardson, of Hanna, Indiana: Agnes lives at Hanna with her 
father; Edmund D., of this sketch. 

The subject grew to manhood at Hanna and there attended the public 
schools, preparing for college at the .\cademy of Northwestern University, 
Evanston, Illinois, and there he later attended Northwestern University, from 
which he was graduated in t&899. In the fall of that vear he came to Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin, and took a position as instructor in the high school, In 
January, 1902. he went to Negaunee, Michigan, as principal of the high 
school. For one term, in 1902 and 1903, he was principal of the Ripon Col- 
lege \cademy. From 1903 to 1905 he engaged in the flour and teed business 
at Lake Geneva in partnership with Warren E. Burton and I. Davidson. In 
1903 he entered the high school in Lake Geneva as instructor of Latin and 
German, which position he held until 1907, at the same time retaining his 
interest in the flour and feed business. In 1goz he was elected superintendent 
oi schools of Lake Geneva. which position he held until tort, when he re- 
signed to give his cntire attention to Iusiness, in which he is making a pro- 
nounced success. 

To show something of the popularity of Mr. Bentson as a teacher here, 
we quute the following from the press of Take Geneva, which ay peared after 


the close ot the school vear n ee “The Lake Geneva public schools clase 


(47) 
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another vear of successful work this week. The teachers and the pupils have 
been faithful] in their efforts to make the most of their time and opportunities 
and the success of the vear has been largely due to the spirit of loyalty and the 
general interest manifest on the part of all concerned. Our schools have been 
very fortunate in having a corps of earnest, efficient teachers, and the work 
of our superintendent, Mr. FE. D. Denison, has been zealous and painstaking. 
He has worked to place the school on the higher plane, all the accredited lists, 
and he has succeeded so that now there are no better schools in the state. The 
fact that he has decided to sever his connection with our school is one of 
general regret, lightened only by the fact that his influence for good upon the 
pupils will continue to bear fruit in the future and their lives may be blessed 
thereby.” 

Mr. Denison was married in t904 to Bonnie Burton, daughter of John 
E. Burton, of Lake Geneva and one of the prominent citizens of this section 
of the state. His sketch appears elsewhere in this work. Mrs. Denison at- 
tended the University of Wisconsin and also spent two years at the Chicago 
Art Institute. She has a pronounced talent as an artist, and her works have 
well repaid her in a financial way. She is a lady of culture and refinement and 
a favorite in social circles. To Mr. and Mrs. Denison two children have been 
born, George Edmund and Alice Delphine. 

Mr. Denison is a member of the Masonic fraternity, being a member of 
the commandery at Delavan. He and his wife belong to the Congregational 
church at Lake Geneva. 


LONE Sate He COR, 


An honored veteran of the Civil war and an esteemed citizen of Wal- 
worth county is Thomas El. Wileox, a man who has established a reputation 
for industry, honesty, prudence and public spirit such as few of his contem- 
poraries have attained; a man of well defined purpose, he has not failed to 
carry to successful completion any work or enterprise to which he has ad- 
dressed hintsel £. | 

Mr. Wileox was born in Morristown, New York, March 4. 1845. Tle ts 
the son of Alonzo C. and Matilda (Stanton) Wilcox, the latter born at Fair- 
field, New York, and was the daughter of [Elyah Stanton and wife. the for- 
mer born it Preston, Connecticut, in 1754. When fourteen years old he en- 
Nsted in the colomal army and served through the Revolutionary war, and 
fora time he was the body servant of George Washington. Tle was cap- 
tured by the British, and was one of the mnfertunates who suffered the hor- 
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rors ot the prison-ship, “Jersey.” where he contracted the small-pox. Elijah 
Stanton and his fellow prisoners were reduced to the necessity of feeding upon 
the vermin picked from their bodies. .\iter the war he settled near Little 
Falls, Herkimer county, New York. In 179t he married Luey Goodel, daugh- 
ter of Abijah Goodell, of Long Island. She was born in 1760 and her death 
occurred in 1832. Their home was in Fairfield, Herkimer county. New York, 
Where their danghter, Matilda. was born, and there she lived until after her 
marriage to Alonzo C. Wilcox. Three children were born of their marriage, 
Esther Ann, now widow ot Lewis Weeks, of Elkhorn: Margaret Amanda, 
wiie af George F. Bresee, lived in Lyons until her death, September 29g, 19023: 
Thomas I]., the inmediate subject of this review. 

The Stanton family has been traced back to Thomas Stanton, of Long- 
bridge. Warwick county, England, in 1450, and from him in an unbroken line 
of descendants to the fiith generation. Thomas Stanton, born in Warwick 
county. England, in 1616, lett London in 1635 in the merchant ship “Lona- 
ventura for Boston, by way ot Virgimia. Tle learned the Indian languages. 
Was a magistrate at Boston very soon after locating there and was long an 
mvaluable aid to the authorities as interpreter to the Indians. [le was a sate 
counselor in difficulties with the red men, and in all land questions. fle 
served through the Pequod Indian war and was specially mentioned for brav- 
ery. He was among the very earliest settlers of Tlartford. and his name ap- 
pears in the early public records there over sixty times. Tle finally moved to 
Stonington before there was a village by that name, and there he also became 
active in public affairs and with the Indians. [fe served several terms in the 
General Assembly of Connecticut. The death of Ehjah Stanton oceurred in 
1847 at the advanced age of ninety-three vears, his wife having preceded him 
to the grave in 1832. 

Alonzo C. Wilcox emigrated to Wiseonsin in rSy4 and bought the west 
half of the southwest quarter of section g, Thidson (now Lyons) township, 
\WWalworth county. and in r845 he moved his family here, which remained their 
home as long as he lived. He finally added a little more land to Ins original 
purchase and he devoted his life to farming. His death occurred on October 
3, 18gt, his being the only death on that farni in sixty-five years, althongh at 
times two families lived together there. The death of his wite ocenrred on 
November 6, 1887. 

Thomas H. Wilcox grew to manhood on the home farm and there worked 
during his boyhood days. When the Civil war came on, he enlisted on febru- 
ary 20, 1862, in the Ninth Wisconsin Battery, Light: Vrallers Tle was in 
Calarado and other parts of the West fighting aginst the lndliais mest ot the 
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lune, serving in New Mexico, Kansas and Missouri, remaining in the service 
three years. He was never in the guard house or the hospital. He was only 
seventeen years old when he enlisted, but he made a most faithfnl and efficient 
soldier, according to his comrades. .\fter being honorably diseharged he re- 
turned to the home farm. 

Mr. Wileox was married on July 2. 1879, to Phoebe Travis, daughter of 
Nathamel 1. and Julia (Griffin) Travis. She was born in Lyons township, 
this county, November 21, 1851, and lived there on her father’s farm until 
her marriage. ITler parents came here from Genesee county. New York. 
Her mother was born on October 27, 1811, in Dutchess county, New York. 
and was the daughter of Charles and Martha (Taylor) Grifttin. She moved 
with her parents to Oneida county, New York, in 1823, and to Genesee county, 
that state, in 1831. Nathaniel I. Travis was born on May 23, 1814. was mar- 
ricd on Jannary 26, 1841, and he caine to Lyons, Wisconsin, in 1850. buying 
a farm in the northeast quarter of section 17, Lyons township, Walworth 
county, very near the Wilcox home. NlIrs. \Wileox was one of six children, 
named as follows: Alartha, unmarried, died when twenty-three vears old; 
Hannah died in 1850, when seven years old; Francis. who was in the Civil 
war with Mfr. Wilcox, married Olive Waite. October 6, 1868, and had six 
children; his death occurred November 1, 1901, when fifty-six years old, his 
birth having occurred December 31, 1845, 11 Genesee county, New York: 
Adelbert, born May 22, 1849, lives in Elkhoru; Phoebe 1s the mvite OfMir: 
Wilcox; Gilbert T.. born February 5, 1855, lives on the home farm. 

lrrancis Travis married Olive M. Waite, who was born September 5, 1849, 
married October 6, 1868, and died .\ngusst 9, 1891: they were the parents of 
these children: Vernon, born January 2, 1870, who lives im Florila and qs 
unmarried, travels a great deal; Alton Mi... born July g, 1871, married April 
y, 1dg4: Willitt F.. born May 16, 1874, married .\pril Teaaeso7: Nialbelea 
bord .\pril 23, 1877, married Alarch 5, 1901 7 Dwight Ragiepmesejitenisenea 
1879, married July 10, 1897; Rov L., born Mareh 9, (884, died August 5. 
ISO]. 

Adelbert Travis married Mary WNinnéy on September 7, 1870; seis 
born a Angust, r849, and died July 6, 18964: they had these elnldren: Martha 
|., born November 12, 1874, died December 28, 18757 ig orn <\tieiee 
1877, died Kebruary 1, 18g9: Julia N.. born lebruary 6, 1880, married Rich- 
ard Patton, and she lives in Lake Geneva; Bert ., bern September 25, 1887, 
lives in Elkhorn; Emery S. Vravis, born November 26, 18gt. also lives in 
lkhorn. Adelbert Travis was twice married, espousing Lucia Ranny on 


September 17, 1895. 
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Phoebe Travis was inarried on July 2, 1879, to Thomas Hl. Wilcox, of 
this sketch. To this union Alonzo C. Wilcox was born February 10, 1&8o, 
and he lives in Lyons, this county. 

Culbert Travis was born February 5, 18538. married on .\pril 30, 187q, to 
lrancelia Jones, who was born Mav 2y, 1851, and they had children as fol- 
lows: One son, born in 1880, that died in infaney; Tlarriet J., born \ugust 19, 
1883, married, -\pril 30, Lae to rank Blanke; a daughter was born July 
28, 1887, died August rf. 1887: Merle G.. born April 8, 1r8yo: Lois, born 
October 18, 1894, died si 3, 1898: Leone. an adopted daughter, was born 
October 4, 1890. 

Julia Travis. daughter ot .\delbert, married Richard Patton and they 
have one son, Reginald. Mrs. Harriet Blanke, daughter of Gilbert Travis, 
has two children, Wallace and Frank. 

Milton Travis. son of Francis Travis. has these children: Mazelle M., 
Thelma F., Clive Norris, Ainshe. Willett’s children are, Mildred M., Mar- 
garet B.. Frank Gilbert and Ruth Winifred. Lwight’s children are. Gerald 
Dwight, Irma Laura, Richard Frank, Bernice Olive and Clarma Lucile (the 
latter dying on July 5, 1yo8), Robert Emerson, Geneva Eleanor (also de- 
ceased). Mabel, wife of Richard Spiegelhoff, of Lyons, has two children, 
Ray Donald and Olive Blanche. 

The Stanton family as a rule have been long lived. Matilda died at the 
age of eighty-five: her sister was ninety-two and Elijali Stanton was ninety- 
six. Mrs. Samantha Nellis, of Naples, New York, another ot the mother’s 
sisters. reached the age of One hundred and three years, and very few of the 


] 
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family died under seventy years ot age. 

Alonzo €. Wilcox. father of the immediate subject of this sketel, was 
the son of Thomas and Margaret (Crippen) Wilcox. The subject's father 
was burn in Connecticut. 

After his marriage Thomas 11. Wilcox, ot this sketch, farmed the home- 
stead for many years. He bought adjoming fand until he had one hundred 
and thirty-one acres which he placed under high grade nnprovements. Vt 
his father’s death he bought out the other heirs, finally selling the place in 
March. 1911, after a suceesstul career a> a general farmer and stock raiser. 
He had lived on the farm until 1900. Tn February of that year he moved to 
the village of Lyons where he bought a cozy home. He has held various focal 
offices, but 7s not a politician. Ile was postmaster ot Lyons for a pertod of 
eight vears, giving splendid service in this capacity. Ele ts a member ot the 
aed Army of the Repubhe, the Lather Crane Post, at Purkngton bra 
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ternally, he belongs to Burlington Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, and 
Elkhorn Chapter. Mr. Wilcox has traveled extensively in America, both in 
the East and West, and has attended many national reunions of the Grand 
-\rmy of the Republic. 


SMITH BAKER MORRISON. 


l‘ealty to tacts in the analyzation of the character of a citizen of the type 
of Smith Baker Morrison, of Elkhorn, Walworth county, 1s all that is required 
to inake a biographical sketeh interesting to those who have at heart the good 
name of the community, because it is the honorable reputation of the man of 
standing and affairs, more than any other consideration, that gives character 
and stability to the body politic and makes the true glory of a city or state 
revered at home and respected in other and distant localities. In the broad 
heht which things of good report ever invite, the name and character ot Mr. 
Morrison stand revealed and secure and, though of modest demeanor, with no 
ambition to distinguish himself in public position or as a leader of men, his 
career has been signally honorable and it may be studied with profht by the 
youth entering upon his life work. Ile is regarded as one ot the most expert 
abstractors this county has ever produced,—in fact, his life record shows that 
he has alwavs advocated doing right whatever was worth doing at all. 

Mr. Morrison was born at Fort .\tkinson, Wisconsin, on April t1, 1858. 
He is the son of Joseph F. and Mary M. (McVherson) Morrison. The latter 
was born in Oneida county, New York, and she came to Fort Atkinson, this 
state, with her parents, John McPherson and wife, when young in years. Her 
father traded a forty-acre farm in Oneida county, New York, for one thousand 
acres near lfort Atkinson, Wisconsin. lis friends in New York thought he 
was badly worsted im the deal, but when his Wisconsin land had been developed 
it was very valuable and is today worth a very large suin. 

Joseph F. Morrison came west with his parents from Colerain, Massa- 
chusetts, when he was a boy, locating at Fort .\tkinson in the early days, his 
father having entered land from the government in that vicinity. 

Snith B. Morrison, of this sketch, grew up on the home farm, which, 
being new land, furnished plenty of work for him, when he became of proper 
age, aud all the rest of the family, for developing a farm from the wild woods 
of the Badger state was not a task of weaklings. He grew to maturity at 
lSort .\tkimson and there he received his education, graduating from the high 
school at ort .A\tkimson. Te began life for himself by teaching school, in 
which he engaged in various parts of the county from the age of seventeen to 
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twenty-three, and he was making rapid progress as an able educator when he 
abandoned the school room and purchased his father’s farm, which he oper- 
ated suceesstully for twelve years, keeping it well improved and well culti- 
vated. Then he came to Walworth county and resumed teaching, having 
charge of the school at Darien for a year. He then spent a year in a hard- 
Ware store in [lkhorn. 

Observing a guod field fur the abstract business in this county, Mr. Mor- 
rison purchased a set of books in 1898 at Elkhorn and this he has continued 
to the present ume, having met with great success and building up a very wide 
patronage. He suceeeded Sanmel Breese, Jr., in this business. To this he 
has added msurance and has a large business in this line also. He is known 
for his painstaking care, accuracy, untiring perseverance and his obliging, 
genial nature, which renders him popular with the masses. 

Mr. Alorrison was married on December 18, 1879, to .Alice FF. Flack, 
daughter of G. Flack and wife. To this union two daughters have been born, 
namely: Ethel, wife of Oscar I.. Heinze, lives in Milwaukee, and has one 
daughter, Norma Jean: Mabel is at home with her parents, and is now attend- 
ing Stout Institnte of Domestic Science at Menominee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morrison belong to the Congregational church. lra- 
ternally, he is a member of the Masome order and his wite belongs to the 
Order of the Eastern Star. 


BMUGE ABRKAA BURDICNK. 


Only those who come mto personal contact with Hugh Nbram Burdick, 
ot Lake Geneva, scion of one of the worthy old famihes of Walworth county, 
and one of the popular and successful attorneys Of this section of the Badger 
state, can understand how thoroughly nature and training, habits of thought 
and action have enabled him to accomplish his lite work and made him a fit 
representative of the enterprising class of professional people to which he be- 
longs. Ele is a fine type ot the sturdy, conscientious, progressive \merican 
of today—a man who unites a high order of ability with courage, patriotisin, 
clean morality and sound common sense, doing thoroughly and well the work 
that he finds to do and asking praise of no man for the performance Of what 
he conceives to be his simple duty. 

Mr. Burdiek was born in Linn township, this county, on March 4. 1864, 
and is the son of Charles Elerbert Burdick and Almina Marna (Bailes) Vur- 
dick. The father was born at West Edmiston, near the ling between Otsego 
and Madison counties, New York, and when four years of age he came to 
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Walworth county, Wisconsin, with his parents, Solomon Champlin Burdiek 
and Martha M. (Crandall) Burdick. Solomon C. Burdick was born near 
Westerly. Rhode Island. His ancestors had emigrated to that state about 
1750 from England. Solomon was the son of Joseph Burdick. Joseph and 
his brothers moved to the state of New York and located in different sections 
of the same. 

The Burdicks came from the East by way of the Great Lakes to South- 
port (now Kenosha), thence to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, only three years 
after the village had been platted. They purchased a farm in the northwestern 
part of section 29, Linn township, and there established a good home which 
they occupied for many years. Solomon Burdick was a cabinet-maker by 
trade and he left much of the farming to Ins sons in order to follow his trade. 
[lis death occurred about June 29, 1890, at the age of seventy-nine years, 
leaving three daughters and three sons, namely: Asbury Russell, Charles 
llerbert, Byron Henry: Mary, who married first Clark Burdick and atterward 
Morris Millard; Ordelia, who married James Smith, now lives in Lake Gen- 
eva: Elicia Delphine, who first married George Wilhams, then Jacob Wahl. 

- Charles f1. Burdick grew up on the home farm. "Hetiaseiniariedmon 
June 4, 1861, to Almina Maria Bailey, daughter of Kiah and Emily (Ward) 
Bailey. She was born in Hardwick, Vermont, and she accompanied her par- 
ents to Walworth county, Wisconsin, ahout 1844. They located in section 1, 
Walworth township, near Williams Bay and the Observatory, and there made 
their permanent home. The Bailey ancestry 1s traced back to Richard Bailey, 
who came from fngland in 1636 and settled in Massachusetts and built the 
first cloth niall im -\merica. 

Charles 11. Burdick enlisted on June 8, 1863, in Company I, Fourth Wis- 
consin Volunteer Cavalry, as a recruit. His brother Russell served in this 
company from April, 18601, to after the close of the war. The former saw 
considerable aclive service m raids and campaigns. He was honorably dis- 
charged and returned home in 1865, and he made his home for seven years at 
Walworth, alternating cabinet-making and farming. [le came to Lake Geneva 
in 1874 and assisted his father in a cabinet shop until failing health under- 
nuned fis strength and he gave it up. Tle then turned his attention to new s- 
paper work and, in partnersinp with J. N. Burton, established the Lake Geneza 
News. [t was printed at I:lgin and tor several months they ran it as a daily: 
in the fall i was changed to a weekly and was printed in Lake Geneva. Mr. 
Burdick was also local correspondent for a number of large dailies and fora 
time he was loeal editor of the [:/khorn Independent. He gave up correspond- 
ing forthe press about 18o4 and spent a vear in Utah for lis health, and subse- 
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quently engaged in the real estate and insurance business, whieh he continued 
successtully up to the time of his death, February 21. 1903. Pohtically, he 
was a Kepublican, and was city clerk for two terms. 

seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hl. Burdick. namely : 
Wendell Herbert died when thirteen vears old: Hugh \bram, of this sketel: 
Imma Dell Ichzabeth married Charles F. Hill, principal of the East Side 
school in Whitewater and is teaching manual training: Martha Arloine mar- 
ried Joseph J. Bransby, superintendent of mannal training in the New Trear 
school at Kemlworth, near Chicago; Ralph Hazen is an osteopath physician 
at Tonopah, Nevada: Paul Champlin lives in Ogden, Utah, where he is en 
ploved as inspector of the Telluride power plant: .\Vetha died in infaney. 

The first ten vears of the life of HIngh .\. Burdick were spent on the 
farms of his grandfathers in Linn and Walworth townships. lle also spent 
a year in Utah, but the rest of lis lite has been spent in Lake Geneva, in which 
city he attended Jugh school, from which he was graduated. Vhen he entered 
the law office of John B. Simmons, and he also did a great deal of studying 
at home. in tact, he is a student by nature and has continued to apply Inmselt 
assiduously tu books, especially such as apply to his profession. lle was ad- 
nutted to practice law on June 4, 188g, but he did not begin active practice at 
nee, having traveled tor about two years in the employ of the ldward 
Thompson Publishing Company, publishers of law books. tle then took up 
the practice of his profession in the city of Lake Geneva, and here he has since 
remained, having built up a large and lucrative practice and taking a high rank 
among the best attorneys of this section of the state. TIe has kept well 
abreast of the times in all that pertains to his profession and has a reputation 
for being an earnest, accurate, pamnstaking and trustworthy advocate and coun- 
selor, and in the trial ot cases he 1s alert, cautions and a strong pleader. In 
December. 1&89g6, he was admitted to practice in the supreme court of Utah, 
during the year which he and Ins tather spent there. Since returning: from 
Utah he has practiced in Lake Geneva continuonsls, 

Politically, Mr. Burdick 1s a Kepubhean and he has long been an in 
Aluential factor in local party affairs. Te served one term as justice of the 
peace and his re-election was urged, but he resigned to become district attorney, 
which office he held for four years. Fle was alderman tor seven years in the 
city of Lake Geneva; tor three years he was a member of the school board, 
and he is at present a member ot the water commusston of Lake Genevii Ns 
a public servant he has discharged his duties ma mest tarthta)l ound able man 
ner, winning the contidence and hearty approval of all Con erned, irrespective 
of party alignment, but ot recent years his increised professional duties have 
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rendered it impossible for him to devote much time to pubhe affairs. In 1909 
he was appointed public administrator by Judge Lyon, and he has been quite 
efficient in collecting back taxes. 

lraternally, Mr. Burdick 1s a member of the Alodern Woodmen. 

On June 4, 1896, occurred the marriage of Mr. Burdick and Grace Eliza- 
beth Downing, daughter of John and Nancy Emily (Lewis) Downing. Her 
mother’s ancestry can be traced back through their residence in Indiana and to 
Carolina. She was born in Rockford, Hhnois, where her grandfather Lewis 
settled in 1838 when the country was new. Three children have been born 
to My. and Mrs. Burdick, namely: Glydewell Bailey, Hugh Lewis and Ahnina 
Binns? 

Mr. and Mrs. Burdick belong to the Congregational church. They have 
a pleasant home which is a favorite gathering place tor their many friends. 


PREDERICN Bay GIroor. 


l}olding distinctive prestige among the enterprising citizens of \Walworth 
county is Frederick E. Wormood, the popular and efficient cashier of the 
Farmers National Bank, of Lake Geneva, whose record, here briefly out- 
lined, is that of a self-made man who, by the exercise of the talents with which 
nature endowed him, has successfully surmounted an unfavorable environ- 
ment and risen to the position he now occupies as one of the influential young 
business men of the locality. He is a creditable representative of one of the 
old and highly esteemed fanulies of Wisconsin, and possesses many of the 
admirable qualities and characteristics of the sturdy people of the old Empire 
state, from which his ancestors came. 

Mr. Worntood was born in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, November 10, 1879. 
He is the son of Norman N. and Anna E. (Smith) \Wormood, both natives 
of Onondaga county, New York, and there they grew up, were educated and 
married there, cach representing excellent old families. The father was of 
english descent and was the son of Peter Wormood, who was born in the year 
18oo, and his father’s mother was descended from Governor Bradford, of the 
Pilertms who came over on the “Mayflower.” 

Norman N. Wormood and wife caine to Lake Geneva in 1876 and estab- 
lished the family home here. The father has been a machinist, working at 
his trade up to 1907, and he now makes his home near Syracuse, New York. 
His family consisted of six children, named as follows: Witham died when 
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six vears old; Frederick E. of this review; Harry G. lives in Joliet, Hlinois: 
Ik. Arthur lives in New York; Blanche [. resides in| Portland, Oregon; 
Gertrude died in infaney. 

Frederick E. Wormood grew to manhood in Lake Geneva and here he 
recetved his education in the public schools and the high school. Tle began 
lite tor himself by clerking in the Lake Geneva postottice, where he remained 
six years. On .\ugust 12, 1901, he accepted a position in the Farmers Na- 
tional Bank as bookkeeper. Fle did Ius work well and in Mareh, 1908, he was 
made assistant cashier, and J. Leo Gavin took the place made vacant by the 
subject's promotion. When FE. 1). Richardson, the cashier, resigned in. Novein- 
ber, 1911, Mlr. Wormood, having given the utmost satistaction as his assistant, 
was elected to the position ot cashier, the duties of which he is still dis- 
charging in a manner that reflects much credit upon himself and to the entire 
satistaction of the stockholders and patrons of the bank. 

Mr. Wormood was married on June 6, tgo6, to Mary I, Brady, daughter 
o1 Charles Lrady and wife, a highly respeeted Walworth county fanny. 
AMIrs. Wormood was born a short distance west of Lake Geneva, where her par- 
ents still reside. and there she grew to womanhood and was educated in the 
local schools. Mr. and Mrs. Wormood have one son, Frederick, Jr., whose 
birth occurred on November 12, 1907. 

-raternally, Mir. Wormood belongs to the Kinghts of Pythias, and he and 
his wife are members ot the Catholic church. 

Mr. \WWormood has worked himselt up by persistent, conscientious effort, 
is systematic in all lis methods, and he is well ltked for tos ability and never 


tailing courtesy. 


PUPLET PSE Iie: 


Perhaps no hotel man im Walworth county is more widely Known than 
Phillip H. Kohn, of Lake Geneva, Ins attractive and comfortable place there 
being popular with the traveling public, who has ever found Ar. Kolin an 
obliging, honorable and genteel gentleman, a man whe has the interest of Ins 
city and community at heart and who never loses an opportunity to advance the 
general good ot the same. 

Mr. Kohn was born in Chicago on March 28, 1866. Tle as the son ot 
John Kohn, long an influential citizen here, a sketch of whom appears on an- 
other page of this work. 

Phillip H. Kohn remained with his parents in CIneage until he was 
eleven vears old, when, in 1877. they moved to Ringwood, locating on a tarm 
where the family remained about three years, removing trom there to Lake 
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Geneva on January 6, 1881. .\Among their earliest experiences here was the 
great snow storm when for nearly a week all communication with the outside 
world was shut off; trains were blockaded in the snow and the citizens traveled 
over the tops of fences and the snow shoveled off the sidewalks made a ridge 
so ligh that teams in the streets were obscured from view. Here the father 
purchased the Northwestern hotel, and Phillip H. grew up in the business. 
The hotel and saloon were both owned by the elder Nohn, remaining under 
his management inti) r8gt, when Phillip Hl. and his brother, John R., who 
died in 1909, took charge of the business which they conducted successfully 
until 1901, 1n which year the two brothers leased the hotel part to George 
Wheeler, and retired from the active management of the hotel, but they con- 
tinued to run the saloon together until the death of John R. Kohn, and then 
Phillip H. continued the business alone. Tie has been very successful in a 
financial way. 

Philip WW. Kohn was married in i891 to Hattie Schiche. daughter of 
William and Amelia (Jaensch) Schiche. She was born at Charlottenburg. 
a suburb of Berlin, Germany. Her father was owner and captain of a boat, 
and her birth occurred on the boat. Her father died in the old country, aiter 
which event Mrs. Kohn and her mother came to America in October, 1887, 
making a visit to Mrs. Kohn's brother, Charles Schiche, who was already liv- 
ing in Lake Geneva, he having been sick at the time. He died a few weeks 
later, and here his mother and sister remained with a sister of Alrs. Kohn’s 
mother, Mrs. John Kohn. Here Mrs. Kohn remained and was married to 
Mr. INwohn in the spring of 1891, and in the fall of that vear, her mother died 
at the hotel. 

Mrs. Sehiche was a woman of lovely character and was sincerely mourned 
by her famnly and all who knew her. 

Three cluldren have been born to Plillip Hl. Kohn and wife, namely: 
George L., born July 17, 1893; Philip Gordon, born May 9, 1897: and Doro- 
thy, born October 10, 1901. 

Mr. Iwohn and family belong to the Lutheran chureh in Lake Geneva. 
Ar. ohn was for inany vears a member of the Improved Order of Ked Men. 
and was also active in the [Independent Order of Odd Fellows, subordinate 
lodge at Lake Geneva, the encainpment at Delavan, and the Patriarchs Afiitant 
eeamesy lic. 

Mr. Kohn is known as a steady-going man of good habits, kind-hearted 
and fond of home and family. Tle gives close attention to, his business and 
enjoys an extensive trade, lus place being noted for hemg well managed and 
thoroughly orderly and law-abiding. Tle has the respect and esteein of all 


who know hin. 


WALWORTH COUNTY, WISCONSEN. 749 


JOHN DESING. 


Biographies should not be published unless there is something in the life 
and character of the mdividual worthy of emulation or imitation by others 
under the circumstances—certainly not for self-aggrandizement; but sufficient 
has been drawn from the life history of the gentleman whose name appears 
above to show that there ts something in the inner lite of this man worthy of 
more than meidental mention. [We began lite practically at the bottom of the 
iadder, which he has climbed to the top with no help but a brave heart. industri- 
ous hands, an intelligent brain, and a faithful life companion, and is a living 
example of what may be accomplished by the foreign-born citizen in this 
republic ot the “sundown seas” by thrift and perseverance, even under dis- 
couraging circumstances; and now, as this worthy old German couple pass 
down the outmost incline of hte’s rugged pathway, over beyond the crest of 
lal) that marks the divide between youth and old age, they rest secure in the 
respect and esteem of all who know them, because of the high ideals and hon- 
est motives which have actuated and controlled their lives. 

John Desing, tor many vears a suceesstul tarmer in Latavette township, 
Walworth county, now living retired in his cozy cottage in [lkhorn, was born 
in Mecklenburg-Strelitz, not far from Brandenburg, Germany, in 1830. He 
is the son ot Henry and Sophia (Wodrich) Desing. This boyhood was spent 
as a farm hand and a working man in the village ot Brun. Fle was married 
mm r8&s5 to Wilhelmina Wilk, who was born in Brun, Germany, in r83i. 0 She 
is the daughter of Carl and Sophia (INwardow) Wilk, and there she grew to 
womanhood and was married. 

John Desing and wite went to housekeeping at run and there con- 
tinued to reside fora period of eight vears after their marriage, living on the 
estate Of Henry von Ocerzen, a member of the nobility and the owner ot an 
extensive estate. Seeing no hope of bettering their condition, they emigrated 
ty America in 1863, and settled at Youngstown, Ohio, but remaimed there only 
five months, then came on to Walworth county, Wisconsin, and located in 
Sugar Creek township, where, in order to get.a start, Mr. Desing worked out 
as a farm hand, his wife also working for wages  ‘Vhev cconemized and 
labored persistently and finally rented a tarm, and in 1872 were able to buy a 
farm of one hundred and forty-four acres, forty-four acres of which lay along 
the line of atayette township, in Geneva township, the balance, one hundred 
acres, being in Lafavette township. Here they established thetr home, gradu- 
ally improved the farm and made a success of general farming, laying by a 
competency tor their declining years, continuing to reside there tor a period 


of about twenty-seven vears. 
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Four children were born to Mr. and Mrs. John Desing, one of whom 
died in Germany when ten days old; the three living are, Charles, who is 
tarmning in Lafayette township, where he has a farm of his own; he married 
lena Koeppen, and they have six children, four daughters and two sons. 
Arnold, Hulda, Alvina, Alma, Lulu and Merton. August Desing, the next in 
order of birth, hves in Elkhorn, engaged in business, and a complete sketch of 
him appears elsewhere; Minnie married William Koeppen and lives in Williams 
Bay, where Mr. Koeppen maintains a restaurant: they have three children, 
Wilham, who is now twenty-four vears old, and two daughters, Nettie and 
Erna. 

John Desing and wife moved mto Elkhorn in April, 899. retiring from 
the active duties of life. They are faithful members of the Lutheran church. 


JOHN AGERN. 


Success has come to John gern, a worthy citizen of Lake Geneva, be- 
cause he has worked for it along legitimate lines and has dealt honorably with 
his fellow men all along the line. He is a man who has at heart the interests 
of his county and state, having never cared to spend his days in other than 
the Badger state. 

Mr. Agern was born in Manitowoe, Wisconsin, April 11, 1860. He is 
the son of Wnute and Bertha .\gern, both natives of Valders, Norway, where 
they grew up and were married, and from there they emigrated to the United 
States 1n 1856 and settled at Manitowoc, following farming in that vicinity, 
and, through their mdustry and close application, became very comfortably 
established. Knute .\gern met death suddenly by drowning in the vear 1862 
When his son John, of this sketch, was a baby. There were six children in 
this fannly, namely: Oliver, Carrie, Thomas and Bertha were twins, John 
and l¢mma. 

After the death of the father of these chudren the mother married Ole 
Severson and the subject of this sketch lived with his mother and _ step- 
father until he was fourteen years old, at which age he left home and 
worked out at farm work. THe found it hard, but the discipline was good and 
contributed, no doubt, to lus later success. When about seventeen years old 
he went to Minnesota where he worked on a farm for two years, then spent 
nearly two vears as a traveling salesman for the AleCormick Harvester Com- 
pany. fa November, 1881, he went to Cluecago where he spent the winter, 
and in 1882 he came to Lake Geneva, Wiseonsin, with C. C. Bovles and became 
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toreman of Ins place along the southeastern shore of Lake Geneva. Efe re- 
mained with Mr. Boyles fora period of twenty-six vears, giving the utmost 
satisfaction, having been specially fitted for such work. In the fall of 1907, 
Mr. Agern purchased the Barlow farm from Mr. Bovles and he lived there 
successfully engaged in general farming and stock raising unul jime. rot. 
He had hved on the farm all the time AMlr. Boyles owned it. Upon the last 
mentioned date Mr. Agern sold his farm and purchased three houses and 
lots in Lake Geneva, two on Wisconsin street and one on Chester street. [He 
lives in the latter, renting those on Wisconsin street which are very desirable 
dwellings in every respect. 

Mr. .\gern was married on November 2, 1884, to lnnea ANekerman, 
daughter of George and Ithzabeth Ackerman. She was born and reared in 
Chicago and lived there until her marriage. She received a good edueation 
i the schools of that city. To Mr. and Mrs. gern two ehildren have been 
born, namely: Bertha Itlizabeth and [Florence Rosamond. “They are both 
graduates of the Lake Geneva high school and Bertha IE. is now teaching in 
the public schools of Linn township. Florence R. has also taught in the same 
school. The latter married Matthew Patton. superintendent of the E. EE. 
Jones place, along the lake shore, and they live uear Buttons Bay. 

Fraternaily, Mr. Agern belongs to the Masons, the Nuights of Pythias, 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Mystic Workers. 

Mr. .Agern is a aman of fine physique and the possessor of great bodth 
strength Tle is aman of trank, genial and generous nature, and of a home- 
loving disposition. He is a purely self-made man, having started out i Tite 
when but a mere lad with no one to assist him, and by perseverance and grit 
he has succeeded until today he is very comfortably situated. 


ROBERT J. LEAN. 


The office of biography is not to give voice to a man’s modest estimate 
of himself and his accomplishments, but rather to leave upon the record the 
verdict establishing his character by the consensus of Opinion on the part of 
his neighbors and fellow citizens. The life of Robert J. Lean, of Geneva 
township, Walworth.county, has been characterized by energy, perseverance 
and broad charity as well as well defined purpose and is therefore well deserv- 
ing of mention in these pages. 

Mr. Lean was born in Cornwall, England, December 30, 1852. Ile ts 
the son of William and Ann (Knight) Lean, who brought hint to America 
in August, 1857. They settled first at Palmyra, Jefterson county, Wisconsin, 
where they remained about six vears, then spent two or three years ny \NVau- 
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kesha county, moving to Walworth county in 1866, locating on a farm in 
LaGrange township, and here Robert J. grew to manhood and attended the 
district schools. His father died here on February 28, 1874, leaving a widow 
and four eluldren, namely: William J., who lives at Lime Springs, Iowa; 
Thomas E. lives at Whitewater, this county: Frank died in June, 1874; 
Robert J., of this review. 

Thomas I. and Robert J. Lean worked the home farm together until 
about 1900, the subject remaining on the home place until 1894, in March of 
whieh year he bought a farm of one hundred and seventy-five aeres one 
mile east of Elkhorn, which was known as the “Cedar Lawn Farm,” and here 
he has continued to reside, developing the same into one of the finest farms 
in this part of the county. Passersby do not fail to notice the well-kept con- 
dition of the place, the broad, attractive lawns, the fenees, with turned posts 
nicely painted, the inviting shade trees and shrubbery, the substantial, com- 
modious barn and outbuildings and the cozy home, finished in hard wood and 
equipped with modern conveniences, such as hot water heat, ete. 

Mr. Lean has made somewhat of a specialty of Shropshire sheep, and 
formerly he raised Durham cattle, but how keeps Holsteins. He keeps well 
informed on agricultural and stock-raising topics, has many books treating 
on both, as well as a carefully selected general library. He has been a good 
manager and has apphed hiniself closely to his work. He has been a direetor 
in the State Bank of Elkhorn ever since it was started, he being one of the 
organizers, and since Jannary, 1910, he has been vice-president of the same, 
discharging the duties of the position in an able and satisfactory manner. 

Nr. Lean has long manifested a lively interest in local public affairs, 
being one of the leaders in the Republican party. He has held various offices 
in Lagrange township and has been chairman in Geneva township, and was 
president of the Walworth County A\grieultural Society in 1892. 

On December 10, 1884, Ar. Lean was umted in marfiag@esvith Lueelia 
Ann Horton, danghter of Morris and [lizabeth (Frost) Horton, the father 
born in England July 12, 1826, and her mother was boru Mareh 28, 1824. 
Mr. Horton was an early settler in Whitewater, in which city Mrs. Lean was 
born and was educated. 

Three children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Lean, namely: Floyd Horton 
Lean, born Noveinber 2, 1885; Ivan Frank Lean, born Mareh 27. 1889; 
Wilham Harold Lean, born Deeeinber 14, 1897. The wife and mother was 
called to her rest on March: 7, 1900. 

[‘raternally, Mr. Lean is a member of the Masons; and the Modern 
Woodinen, and the Order of the Eastern Star at Elkhorn. 
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